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“And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for yofor My strength is made
perfect in weakness. Most gladly, therefore, willdther glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upane.”

2 Corinthians 12:9.

PAUL, when buffeted by the messenger of Satan,emdéd his prayer to the Lord Jesus Christ, and
not, as he usually did, to the heavenly Fathers ©&a somewhat remarkable fact, but it is cleanfthe
passage before us. He says, “For this thing | lg#dbe Lordthrice,” and that the Lord here is the
Lord Jesus is pretty clear from the fact that hes $a the next verse, “that the powsdrChristmay rest
upon me.” His prayer was not directed to God alisbficonsidered, nor does he speak of the power of
God, but his prayer was directed to the Lord JesussGrand it was the power of the Lord Jesus Christ
which he desired to rest upon him. It is an inliddli proof of our Lord’s divinity, that He may be-ad
dressed in prayer; and this is one instance wikers¢ others, which show us that we may legitimatel
present our petitions, not only to the ever-bledsatther, but also to His Son Jesus Christ. Thesmse
to me to be a peculiar fitness in a prayer to Jagwen the temptation came from a messenger of Satan
because the Lord Jesus has endured the same tempianself, and knows how to succor them that
are tempted. Moreover, He has come to earth toajegte works of the devil. In His lifetime He mani
fested peculiar power over unclean spirits, and eaastantly casting them out from those whom they
tormented. It was one of His few rejoicing notdssdw Satan like lightning fall from heaven.” It svay
the name of Jesus that devils were expelled afteisChad risen into glory. “Jesus | know,” saie th
spirits whom the sons of Sceva endeavored in \aéxorcise. Devils felt the power of Jesus, andethe
fore it was wise and natural that the Apostle RBaauld, when buffeted of Satan, turn to Jesus akd a
Him to bid the evil spirit depart from him.

Is it not a little remarkable also that this pnayes not only addressed to Jesus, but was offared
much the same manner as the prayer of our Lordergarden? The Apostle prayed three times, even as
our Lord did when He too was sorely buffeted bypbevers of darkness. Paul’s thrice-repeated cry was
intensely earnest, for hthesought” the Lord thrice. And Paul, singularly enough, mvéth very much
the same answer as his Master, for our Lord wageohitted to put aside the cup, (it could not pass
away from Him unless He drank it), but an angelesppd unto Him strengthening Him, and so in
Paul’s case the trial was not taken away from Hiot,he was strengthened by kind, assuring promises,
and by being led to see that God would be gloribgdis enduring the trial. | see, then, the Lozdus
reflected in His servant Paul as in a mirror! | hine three-times repeated prayer, | mark the tapds
ing unremoved, and | see the strength impartedamtidst of weakness!

Our text fell from the lips of Jesus Christ, Hitisand if anything could make its language sweeter
than it is in itself it would be this fact, that Hiemself delivered the promises to His chosen Apost
is Jesus who says in the promises of the téy, grace is sufficient for youyly strength is made per-
fect in weakness.” This truth of God casts a so|low light upon the promises, helps us to interpr
them, and enables us to derive all the greater aarfrom them. When Jesus speaks, a special charm
surrounds each syllable.

The exact tense of the Greek promises are notteasgnslate into English. The Apostle does not
merely tell us that his Lord said these promisdsino 14 years ago, but the tense connects thenpist
the present, as if he felt that the answer wasimoply something past, but something which contihue
with him in its consoling power. The echoes of what Lord had said were still sounding through his
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soul! | should not miss the Apostle’s meaning re&ad it, “He has been saying to me, ‘My strength is
sufficient for you.” The promises had an abidirfteet upon the Apostle’s mind not merely for thad
reconciling him to the particular trouble which haifflicted him, but cheering him for all the redtras
life—strengthening him in all future trials to gom his infirmities and render praise to God.dta
sweet thing to have a text of Scripture laid homéhe heart for present uses, but when God the Holy
Spirit so applies a promise that it abides in tearhfor the term of one’s natural life, then are fa-
vored indeed! Elijah’s meat gave him strength fOrdays, but what is that meat which endures unto
eternal life? What bread must that be which feedghmough the whole period of my pilgrimage? Here,
then, we have before us food which Jesus Himseliges, so nutritive that His Spirit can causeaus t
remember the feast to our dying day! O Lord, feechaw and give us grace to inwardly digest your
gracious word.

With this preface, which | beg you to rememberimyithe discourse, since it indicates my line of
thought, we now come to the text itself—a massiafidnds, bright and precious! In the text we notice
three things—firstgrace all-sufficientsecondlystrength perfectedand, thirdly,power indwelling

l. In the text even the most superficial observeraastia promise of GRACE ALL-SUFFICIENT. In
the case of our Lord Jesus, the Spirit so rested tpm as to be sufficient for Him at all times.\lée
did the Spirit of God fail to uphold the man Chidssus under the most arduous labors, the mostieerr
temptations, and the bitterest suffering; and floeeeHe completed the work which His Father gave
Him to do, and in death He was able to exclaimis‘finished!” The Lord here assures His choseu-ser
ant that it should be the same with him—*My graaaid He, “is sufficient for you.”

To bring out the full meaning of these few promsislewill give you four readings of them. The first
is a strictly grammatical one, and is the firstssewhich they bear. Taking the promise translgrede
to mean favor or love—for that also is includedhe promisecharis—how does the passage run? “My
favor is sufficient for you.” Do not ask to be dl your trouble, do not ask to have ease, coméorany
other form of happiness—My favor is enough for you,as good Dr. Dodge reads ‘iMy love is
enough for yorl If you have little else that you desire, yet suiglis enough that you are My favored
one, a chosen subject of My grace. “My love is @tofor you.” What a delicious expression! You do
not need an explanation. Repeat the promises tosglves, and even now conceive that the well-
beloved looks down on you, and whispers, “My loseenough for you.” If you have been asking Him
three times to deliver you from your present afithic, hear Him reply, “Why do you need to ask Me
anymore? My love is enough for you.” What do yoy &athat? Do you not answer, “Yes, Lord, indeed
it is. If I am poor, if You will me to be poor, hacontent to be severely tried, for Your love i®egh
for me. If | am sick, so long as You will come avidit me and reveal Your heart to me, | am satikfie
for Your love is enough for me. If | am persecutedst out and forsaken, cheerfully will | bearfigi
sense of Your love sustains me, for Your love isugih for me. Yes, and if | should be left so alase
to have no one to care for me in the whole woflany father and my mother should forsake me, and
every friend should prove a Judas—‘Your love isugiofor me.” Do you catch the meaning, and do
you see how Paul must have been comforted byhie ilinderstood it in this primary and most natural
sense? “O Paul, it is sufficient for you that | bawnade you to be a chosen vessel to bear My name
among the Gentiles; it is enough for you that lenhbowed you from before the foundation of the wprld
that | redeemed you with My precious blood, thaalled you when you were a blasphemer and injuri-
ous, that | changed your heart, and made you loggavid that | have kept you to this day, and vé#k
you even to the end by My love. My love is enoughyou; ask not to be set free from this buffeting;
ask not to be delivered from weakness and trialflfese will enable you the better to enjoy My flavo
and that is enough for you.”

We will now read our text another way, keepin@tw authorized version, but throwing the stress on
the first promise—=My grace is sufficient for you.” What grace is this@8t&lwho it is that promises. It
is Jesus who speaks; therefore itmediatorial grace, the grace given to Jesus Christ as theneave
head of His people which is here intended. Think af minute. It is the head speaking to the member
and declaring that His grace is enough for the whmdy! The anointing oil has been poured upon the
head that it may go down the beard and descertetgarments, and, lo, one poor member of the body
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is mourning and complaining, for it is fearful odibg omitted in the plenteous anointing, but thache
comforts it by saying;My anointing is enough for you, since it is enoughdibiMy members.” It is the
head; Christ, in whom all fullness dwells, speakin@ne of the members of His mystical body and say
ing, “The grace which God has given to Me withowdasure on behalf of all the members of My body
is sufficient for you as well as for the rest oémin” Beloved, seize the thought! The Lord has giten
Christ all that the whole company of His people passibly need—no, more than that—for, “It pleased
the Father that in Him should all fullness dwedliid of His fullness have we all received, and gface
grace, and from that fullness we hope continuallgriaw forevermore. This is the grace which isisuff
cient for us! It greatly tends to help faith whesuycan see the relation that exists between thedeer
and yourself, for Jesus y®ur covenant head, and God has been pleased to gneeHiand all His in-
finite riches to the Lord Jesus Christ as your fadeepresentative; and as your covenant head,dte
Jesus assures you that the stores laid up in Higoonbehalf are sufficient for you. Can you lirthie
mediatorial power of Christ? Don’'t you know thatdsgives not the Spirit by measure unto Him? Be
you, then, assured that Christ’s grace is sufftdenyou!

| will read the text again, and this time put #teess in the center. “My gratesufficientfor you.” It
is now sufficient. You are buffeted by this evil spiritytoMy grace is sufficient for your present need.
Paul, you have been beaten with rods, stoned, shgied, and in perils often—and in all these My
grace has been sufficient; and now 1 tell you fhrissent trouble, though it is somewhat different in
shape from the rest, is nevertheless such as | @irable to meet. My grace is sufficient for youtims
also. The nearness of an object increases its applbulk, and so the affliction under which we ate
presentlaboring seems greater than any we have knownrdaeRast trials appear when we have passed
them to have been small things compared with ptaseubles, and therefore the difficulty is to dke
sufficiency of grace for present and pressing@fins. It is easy to believe in grace for the (et the
future, but to rest in it for thenmediatenecessity is true faith. Believer, itnewthat grace is sufficient;
even at this moment i enough for you. Do not say this is a new troubtaf gou do say it, remember
the grace of God is always new! Do not complairt sene strange thing has happened to you, or if you
do, remember blessings are provided in the graceoofto meet your strange difficulties. Tremble not
because the thorn in the flesh is so mysteriousgrface is mysterious too, and so mystery shathbe
by mystery. At this moment, and at all moments Wwhsball ever occur between now and glory, the
grace of God will be sufficient for you! This sufiéncy is declared without any limiting promisesda
therefore | understand the passage to mean thgr#éloe of our Lord Jesus is sufficient to uphold,yo
sufficient to strengthen you, sufficient to comfgalu, sufficient to make your trouble useful to ysuf-
ficient to enable you to triumph over it, suffictelo bring you out of it, sufficient to bring yowbof
10,000 like it, sufficient to bring you home to kiea! Whatever would be good for you, Christ’'s grace
is sufficient to bestow; whatever would harm yous Hrace is sufficient to avert; whatever you desir
His grace is sufficient to give you if it is goodrfyou; whatever you would avoid, His grace carelshi
you from it if so His wisdom shall dictate. O chidl God, | wish it were possible to put into progss
this all-sufficiency, but it is not. Let me retraaly speech—I am glad thataannotbe put into promis-
es, for if so, it would bénite, but since we never can express it, glory be to, @asl inexhaustible, and
our demands upon it can never be too great! Hereéepress upon you the pleasing duty of taking
home the promise personally at this moment, fob&leever here need be under any fear, since for him
also, at this very instant, the grace of the Lasu3 is sufficient!

In the last reading which | will give, | shall ldlge emphasis upon the first and the last promises—
“My grace is sufficient foyou.” | have often read in Scripture of the holy laugldeAbraham, when
he fell upon his face and laughed; but | do notvkrioat | ever experienced that laughter till a feve-
nings ago, when this text came home to me with sached power as literally to cause me to laugh! |
had been looking it through, looking at its oridingeaning, and trying to fathom it, till at lasgdt hold
of it this way—My grace,” says Jesus, “is sufficient fgou,” and it looked almost as if it were meant
to ridicule my unbelieffor surely the grace of such a One as my Lordslesindeed sufficient for so
insignificant a being as | am! It seemed to mef @®ine tiny fish, being very thirsty, was troubletdh
fear of drinking the river dry, and Father Thama®l g0 him, “Poor little fish, my stream is suffcit
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for you.” | should think it is, and inconceivablyone. My Lord seemed to say to me, “Poor little erea
ture that you are, remember what grace there Manand believe that it is all yours. Surely itsigfi-
cient for you.” | replied, “Ah, my Lord, it is inael.” Put one mouse down in all the granaries ofpEgy
when they were the fullest after seven years aftgleand imagine that one mouse complaining that it
might die of famine. “Cheer up,” says Pharaoh, ‘Pmouse, my granaries are sufficient for you.” Im-
agine a man standing on a mountain, and sayingrgdthe so many cubic feet of air in a year; | am
afraid that | shall ultimately inhale all the oxygehich surrounds the globe.” Surely the earth dictv

the man would stand might reply, “My atmosphersufficient for you.” | should think it is; let hirfll

his lungs as full as ever he can, he will neveathre all the oxygen, nor will the fish drink up their the
entire river, nor the mouse eat up all the standbe granaries of Egypt! Does it not make unbeigm
altogether ridiculous, so that you laugh it outtted house, and say, “Never come this way again, for
with a mediatorial fullness to go to, with such ed@emer to rest in, how dare | for a moment, tkiak

my needs cannot be supplied?” Our great Lord fadddbe fish of the sea, and the birds of the and

the cattle on the hills, and guides the stars, ttblds all things by the power of His hand, hoenth
can we be straitened for supplies, or be destaliteelp? If our needs were a thousand times |aigar
they are they would not approach the vastness sfpdwer to provide. The Father has committed all
things into His hands. Doubt Him no more. Listemd det Him speak to you=My grace is sufficient
for you What if you have little grace, yehave much; it i1y grace you have to look to, not your own,
andMy grace will surely be sufficient for you.”

John Bunyan has the following passage which exasipresses what | myself have experienced. He
says that he was full of sadness and terror, bddenly these promises broke in upon him with great
power, and three times together the promises sauimdbis ears, “My grace is sufficient for you; My
grace is sufficient for you; My grace is sufficigior you.” And “Oh! | thought,” he said, “that ewer
promise was a mighty promise unto me;‘lg;,” and ‘grace, and ‘sufficient,” and‘for you’; they were
then, and sometimes are still far bigger than atlee.” He who knows, like the bee, how to suckdyon
from flowers, may well linger over each one of ta@somises and drink in unutterable content—

“Have we forgot the Almighty name
That formed the earth and sea?
And can an all-creating arm

Grow weary or decay?

Treasures of everlasting might

In our Jehovah dwell!

He gives the conquest to the weak,
And treads their foes to hell.

Mere mortal power shall fade and die,
And youthful vigor cease—

But we that wait upon the Lord
Shall feel our strength increase.”

Il. Secondly, in the text we have STRENGTH PERFECTEDe+Hy strength is made perfect in
weakness.” Now, running the parallel still betwelesus and Paul, remember, beloved, that it was so
with our Lord Jesus Christ. He was strong as to [be#ty, in Him dwells all strength, for He is the
mighty God—but how was His strength as Mediator enperfect? The Scripture says, “Perfect through
suffering”; that is to say, the strength of Chtssave His people would never have been perfetctéel
had not taken upon Himself the weakness of humamrenaand if He had not in that feeble nature de-
scended lower and lower in weakness. Had he sairaddf He could not have saved us, but His giving
up of all that He had, made Him rich towards ug] Bins putting on of weakness made Him strong to
redeem us. O incarnate God, You could not redeléiviou were swaddled as a babe in Bethlehem; no,
You could not redeem till You were made to bearog like a felon; no, You could not perfect redemp
tion till You did hang a ghastly corpse upon a@ah; no, it was even essential that You shouldaizk |
in the grave; Your work was not fulfilled till theedays and nights You did abide in the heart oktmth
among the dead! The Lord Jesus could say—‘My stheisgmade perfect in weakness.” This was to be
realized in Paul, and is to be fulfilled in all teaints. Of course the strength of God is alwayept
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we do not understand that anything is necessanyaice perfect the divine power, but the promisds fel
from the lips of Jesus as our Mediator and reptesien, and it iHis strength which is made perfect in
weakness.

In us this is true, first becaudiee power of Jesus can only be perfectly reveaiedis people by
bearing them up, keeping them, and sustaining tveen they are in troubléNho knows the perfec-
tion of the strength of God till he sees how God geke poor puny creatures strong? Yonder is afimi
sickly woman who lives a life of agony; almost gvéreath is a spasm, and every pulse a pang; each
member of her body is subject to tortures of whothers scarcely dream; but look at her cheerful pa-
tience! As much as possible she conceals her patrshe may not distress others; you hear no nuftter
complaint, but oftentimes she utters promises aermghas those which fall from persons in robust
health; and when shausttell of her afflictions, she always speaks of th@nsuch a tone that you feel
she has accepted them at the Lord’s hands with letenpesignation, and is willing to bear them as
many years as the Lord may appoint. | do not womdesn strong men say strong things, but | have of-
ten marveled when | have heard such heroic serddrmm the weak and trembling. To hear the sorrow-
ing comfort others, when you would thittkey needed comfort themselves; to mark their cheezfdn
when, if you and | suffered half as much, we wob&Ve sunk to the earth—this is worthy of note.
God’s strength is perfectly revealed in the trizishe weak. When you see a man of God brought into
poverty, and yet in that poverty never repiningewlyou hear his character assailed by slandery@ind
he stands unmoved like a rock amidst the wavesnwba see the gracious man persecuted and driven
from home and country for Christ’s sake, and yetadkes joyfully the spoiling of his goods and ban-
ishment and disgrace—then the strength of God idenpeerfect in the midst of weakness! While the
man of God suffers, and is under necessities,edisérs and infirmities, then it is that the poweGofl is
seen! It was when tiny creatures made Pharaoh teethht his magicians said, “This is the finger of
God,” and evermore God’s greatest glory comes fitungs weak and despised.

This is equally true to the man himséHlod’s strength is made perfect to the saint’'s owprahen-
sion when he is wealy brothers, if you have prospered in businesyalr lives, and have had an
easy path of it, | will tell you something—you dotrknow much about the strength of God. If you have
been healthy all your lives, and never sufferedyafir families have never been visited by bereave-
ments, and if your spirits have never been castindgau do not know much about the strength of God!
You may have read about it in books, and it is well should; you may have seen it in others, anrd ob
servation is useful; but a grain of experience @tlwv a pound of observation, and you can only get
knowledge of the power of God by amperimentalacquaintance with your own weakness—and you
will not be likely to get that except as you ard kEong the thorny, flinty way which most of God’s
saints have to travel, which is described by trapse, “tribulation.” Great tribulation brings othie
great strength of God! If you never feel inward ftiots and sinking of soul, you do not know much of
the upholding power of God; but if you go down, apunto the depths of soul-anguish till the deep
threatens to shut her mouth upon you, and thehdhe rides upon a cherub and does fly, yes, riges u
on the wings of the wind and delivers your soul] aatches you away to the third heaven of delight—
thenyou perceive the majesty of divine grace! Oh,dhmust be the weakness of man felt, recognized,
and mourned over, or else the strength of the $&od will never be perfected inus! Thus have |
given you two meanings of the text; others seestrength of God in our weakness, and we ourselves
discover it when our weakness is most manifest.

| think the term, “made perfect,” also meathieves its purposé&ead it thus—“For My strength
fully achieves its design in weakness.” Brotherd aisters, God has not done for us what He means to
do unless we have felt our own weaknesses; asdsrmgportion of strength remains we are but phrtial
sanctified. When our Lord has accomplished in uatwie is aiming, the result will be to empty us out
and to make us discover the utter vanitywelf If the Lord ever takes you like a dish and tuyoa up-
side down, and wipes you right out, and sets yoayamn a shelfthenyou will feel what Hemeansyou
to feel—that is to say you will feel as if you wesiting there for the Lord to take you down aneé us
you, and then, be sure, He will come in due tinmg, ase you for His honorable purposes, laying meat
upon you for His hungry people and making you araorent at His banquets of love. If you feel your-
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self to be a full dish, I will tell you what theig in you—you hold nothing but the slop and filtbgs of
depraved nature. The Lord will never use you tllitlat is poured out, and you are wiped quite rtlea
and put away with nothing of yourself remainingyiwmu, wherein you may rejoice! All the saints who
are ready to go to heaven feel themselves to Isetles the least; but those professors who areoby n
means ready for glory are highly self-consciousl &l that there is a great deal in them whichery
commendable. Those who enter heaven carry notHirsgld with them; neither will any of us enter
there so long as we talk proudly of our attainmemtsse who claim to possess “the higher life” have
been heard to boast of their purity, but those ehjoy the highest life in glory cry, “Not unto udbt

unto us be glory!” It is a mark of fithess for heavwhen self is dead and grace alone reigns. The
strength of God is never perfected till oweaknesss perfected. When our weakness is consciously and
thoroughly felt, then the strength of God has ditmevork in us.

There is yet another meaninthe strength of God is most perfected or most figoriby its using
our weaknessesuppose the world had been converted to Chrid2zogmperors? The establishment of
Christianity might have been readily accountedvathout glorifying God. Imagine that Christianity
had been forced upon men with the stern argumehishwlohammed placed in the hands of his first
disciples—the glory would have redounded to humaurage and not to the love of God. We wonder
not that the gods of the heathen were dashed tgrthend when the scimitars were so sharp; and were
wielded by such ferocious warriors; but when wewrtbat 12 humble fishermen, without arms or ar-
mor, without patronage or prestige, without sciencesophistry overthrew colossal systems of error,
and set up the cross of Christ in their place, dariagly exclaim, “This is the finger of God!” Ansb
the other day when the Lord took a consecratedleoland sent him out to India, whatever work was
done by William Carey was evidently seen to behefitord! If societies would send out distinguished
scholars, it is thought by some that in all probgbheathen intelligence would recognize abilitersd
genius, and respect them, and, convinced by reagoand influenced by talent, they would bow before
superior Western culture! Yes, and so they woulddyererted by a conversion in which the Lord would
not be glorified, but proud man would have the gehin what way would that increase the glory of
God? God uses weakness rather than strength, aHts qmower is revealed. All that you have that is
strong, my brothers and sisters, will be of smeivke in this matter, for the Lord will not exglbur
strength and make you proud of your attainmentar yeeakness and infirmities, in all probabilityeth
Lord will see fit to use, for He delights to takeetbase things and the things that are despisdd,sn
them to achieve His purposes, that the excelleftlysopower may be all His own.

Let me notice last of all on this point, that laktory shows that thgreat strength of God has al-
ways been displayed and perpetuated in human weakBmthers, what made Christ so strong? Was it
not that He condescended to be so weak? And howelin His victory? By His patience, by His suf-
fering—that is to say, by those things wherein kisnanweaknessppeared! Now, look at Christ mys-
tical, namely, the church. How has His church éaen strong? Of course you reply, “By the strength
of God!” | know—but what has brought forth the sigéh of God so that it has been undeniahbni-
fest,and consequently operative upon mankind? Haseh like strength of the church? No, but the
weaknes®f the church, for when men have seen believdfersand die, it ishenthat they have beheld
the strength of God in His people! The sufferinfghe saints have been the victories of the trdth o
God! The martyrs led the van! They suffered mosti eonsequently are the champions of the elect ar-
my. The weakness which allowed of their being detstj afflicted, tormented, has been the battle-axe
and the weapons of war with which the Lord has pred conquest for the gospel. When one of the pas-
tors of a church in London was put to death in 8hatd one early morning, before the frost was exklt
by the sun, there stood around the stake a nunfly@uag people who had been accustomed to listen to
his teachings. Strange thing for young believerddoup so very early to see their pastor burned to
death! What do you think they were there for? Ne wlriosity could have brought them to such a spec
tacle! It is written that they went thet@ learn the wayDo you see? They saw him burn, and came there
with that intention—to learn the way to die for @hthemselves! The Church of Rome could do noth-
ing with a people who from the weakness which cdlegdghem to suffer, gathered strength to die tri-
umphantly! The weakness of the martyr as he sudfezeealed the strength of God in him—which held
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him fast to his principles while he was gradualbpsumed by the cruel flames. Had not men been poor
worms, capable of being crushed, and capable afizigg suffering, the upholding grace of God could
never have been so conspicuously revealed! Blesseithe name of the Almighty! He displays His
might in our weakness even as He shone forth imthist of the burning bush! He spoke, and lo, the
heavens and the earth stood forth. A marvelougiorgd@ut then there was nothing to oppose thedfat
His power—His all-powerful word was not hamperedusyng weak instrumentalities. How, then, is
God to show yet greater power? How shall omnipaesrcall kinds of power be seen? Why, brothers
and sisters, He will not use His unfettered worhal but He will clog and encumber it by usingrmfi
and weak instruments! He will in the kingdom of gravork by men compassed with infirmities—and
achieve His purposes by agencies in themselves fonfiHis ends—and then His power will be doubly
seen! The celebrated Quentin Matsys had to makellecever in iron one morning. He was a master in
the art of fashioning the metal, and could shaes ithough it were so much wax. His fellow workmen
were jealous, and therefore they took from himpgtaper tools, and yet with his hammer he produced a
matchless work of art! So the Lord with instrumentsch lend Him no aid, but rathbmderHim, does
greater works of grace to His own glory and hoite.takes us poanothingswho are weak as water,
and uses us to accomplish His designs, and thissiglmightiness gloriously displayed! Omnipotence
when it does what it wills by its bare word is dheng, but when it takes weakness into league wijth
and performs its powerful deeds by meanw/eéaknessit is quite another thing, and by the weakness it
doubly manifests itself.

lll. The most blessed part of the text remains—INDWELGIROWER. Dr. Adam Clarke here
furnishes us on the last part of our text a mostulobservation, “Most gladly therefore will | gioin
infirmity, that the power of Christ may rest upore.fiNow mark, the Greek promise here used, inter-
preted “rest,” is the same promise employed by Jahen he says, “The word was made flesh, and,” as
the Greek runsitabernacledamong us, and we beheld His glory, the glory aghefonly-begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth.” The passagfere us means just this, “I glory in infirmitidsat the
power of Christ may tabernacle in me.” Just asShekinah light dwelt in the tent in the wildernéss
neath the rough badger skins, so I glory to bea frail tent and tabernacle that the Shekinahesu3
Christ may dwell in my soul. Do you catch the thioi®gls it not full of beauty? See, then, what he
means—first, he puts the power of Christ in oppasito his own power because if he is not weakn the
he has strength of his own; if then what he doedoise by his own strength, there is no room for
Christ’s strength; that is clear, but if his ownwaw is gone there is space for the power of Chifisty
life is sustained by my own strength, and my goadks are done in my own strength, then there is no
room for Christ’s strength; but the Apostle fouhditit was not so and therefore he said, “I gloryny
weaknesses, that the power of Christ may tabermache.”

But what is the power of Christ? Let the text btpd tell you—*The glory as of the only-begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth.” What powéen, was this which Paul expected to tabernacle
him but the power of grace and the power of truthfiust be so, because God had said, ‘Mgceis
sufficient for you.” Paul catches at that promiagegd he cries “this is the truth of God, and | repon
it"; and he therefore expects that the grace of &ud the faithfulness of God would tabernacle m,hi
and shine forth within his soul. This is the powérChrist which he expected to rest upon him. What
more could we desire?

What is the power of Christ? | answer next, iCisristly power—the kind of power which is con-
spicuous in the life of Jesus. There was a pow@hinst peculiar to Himself, as all can see whalriéee
New Testament—a power unique and altogether His. of@u know what the power of Alexander
was—it was a power to command men, inspire therh wourage for great enterprises, and keep them
in good heart when called to endure hardships. Rfwmw what the power of Demosthenes was—it was
the power of eloquence, the power to stir the pttriGreeks, to break the fetters of the Macedanian
But what was the power of Jesus? It was powesufter, power to be madeothing of, power tode-
scendto the very depths for love of God and love of mEmere lay His power—in those five conquer-
ing wounds, in that majestic mournful face, morened than that of any man, in that great agonizing
heart which sent forth sweat of blood when men vieree pleaded for before the Lord. Love and pa-
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tience were Christ’s power, and even now theseseibite hearts of men, and make Jesus the sufterer t
be Jesus the King. Therefore Paul says, “I glonpyninfirmities that this same power may tabernacle
me. | triumph in weakness, in reproaches, in pgyémtpersecutions, in distresses for Christ’'s sékat

| may suffer, humble myself, be obedient and pnowelove to God even as Jesus did. When | am weak
then am | strong”—he meant strong to prove his loy@nduring the weaknesses and afflictions which
he accepted for his Master’s sake.

What was this power of Christ? | answer agaiwas a part of the “All power” which our Lord de-
clared was given unto Him in heaven and in earth-e-YGu, therefore, and teach all nations.” Paul de-
sired to have that power living in himself, for kew right well that if he had to “go and teachradt
tions” he would have to suffer in so doing, andhsotakes the suffering cheerfully, that he mighteha
the power! The glory of the Lord shone forth behethie badger skins of the tabernacle even as the
mighty converting power of Christ which dwelt inPavas gloriously revealed while he endured re-
proaches and persecutions, sufferings and deatlefus’ sake.

What was Christ’'s power again? | answer, to cotepiey sermon; His power lay in His weakness,
His humiliation, His dependence upon God, His faitisod, His perfect consecration to the Fathed; an
Paul says that he was made to suffer, and to bk, et this same power to become nothing that God
might be glorified, might rest in him!

| have done when | say just this. Dear brothessaasters go home and never ask the Lord to make
you strong in yourselves! Never ask Him to make goybody or anything, but be content to be nothing
and nobody! Next, ask that His power may have rgogou, and that all those who come near you may
see what God can do by nothings and nobodies! Wwitte this desire, to glorify God! Sometimes when
God honors us in His service, a great, “I” stamdthe Lord’s way. Tremble when you see a poor, weak
preacher made useful in converting souls—thenhallgapers and magazines begin to blaze his name
abroad, and silly Christians—for there are plerftthem—Dbegin to talk him up as if he were a demjgod
and say such great things about him, and descmbe$ wise, eloquent and great. Thus they do ail th
can toruin the good brother! If the man is sensible he vai},s'Get you behind me, Satan, for you smell
not of the things that are of God”; and, if Godagwhim great grace, he will retire more and mote in
the background, and lie lower and lower beforeGusl—but, if you once get a man to feel himselfé¢o b
great and good, either a fall will happen, or é¢lsepower of God will withdraw from him, or in some
other way the Lord will make His people know thas lglory He will not give to another. The best of
men are flesh and blood, and they have no poweptxas God lends them power, and He will make
them know and feel this. Therefore, neither ex#iers nor exalt yourselves, but beseech the Lord to
make and keep you weakness itself, that inijmupowermay be displayed. God grant it may be so, for
Christ’'s sake. Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—2 CORINTHIANS 11:5-24; 12:1-9.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—909, 681, 745.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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