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NO. 1285

A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“To Him which smote great kings: for His mercy endes forever: and slew famous kings:
for His mercy endures forever: Sihon king of the Amtes: for His mercy endures
forever: and Og the king of Bashan: for His mercydures forever: and gave
their land for a heritage: for His mercy endures fever: even
a heritage unto Israel His servant: for His mercydures forever.”
Psalm 136:17-22.

THESE six verses iterate and reiterate the sanigtfay rehearse and repeat the same reflection. Is
the tautology tedious; do the chimes weary you witir monotony? No; but this is a veritable chanm
poetry. When the poet touches upon some importemhé which illuminates his soul, and kindles his
nobler passions to a flame, he is very apt to dugtin it with enthusiasm, inclined to pursue ithwéia-
gerness, to follow it up with feeling, and ech@vier and over again with strong and yet stronger-em
tion. Nobody feels that repetition is out of plasgoetry, because in weal or woe, with pleasureitr
pathos, we dwell on the theme which awakens oumpsyiny. This psalm, of which the refrain is always
the same—"His mercy endures forever,” has in iesahinstances of this repetition. “To Him that raad
great lights,” is followed by, “The sun to rule bgy,” and by the next, “The moon and stars to byle
night: for His mercy endures forever.” The repetitis natural and secures attention, the wordsnare
sical as they strike on our ears, and the styletisonly allowable, but acceptable as a beautibégnise
of the poetic school. For my part, | like a repetitin the tune of a psalm as well as in its lamggua
There has sprung up a fashion in music now to deibbrepeats. | must confess | do not feel of the
same mind as some who, when the psalm or hymivéngiut, seem to say, “Now, let us go through it
as quickly as we can, from beginning to end.” lf@réo chew some of the words—to have them come
over again—to get the flavor of them in my mouthyather in my soul. For instance, an old tune like
the one we have sung is none the worse because# gs the repeat of “His loving-kindness.” Such a
word as that you would like to keep on repeatihd,were necessary, a dozen times—

“His loving-kindness, His loving-kindness, oh, hogood!”

A repeat ought to be considered a beauty ratlar éhblemish in music. There is, moreover, a rea-
son for every repetition in Scripture, for we may ®f the ornaments of poetry, when we find them in
the sacred volume, that they are never mere ornamehe repetitions, though elegant, are not merely
flowers of rhetoric: they have a design. The Hoprib dwells upon a theme because He has an inten-
tion in doing so. My present purpose is to endeawashow you why there should be six verses here
when one verse might have sufficed. It is clear mght have been quite sufficient. Suppose it had r
thus—*Who slew famous kings, Sihon king of the Artes, and Og king of Bashan, and gave their land
for a heritage to His people: for His mercy endu@ever.” That would have comprehended all the
sense, but the Holy Spirit did not judge that tahmebest way of speaking, and so He divided @ sk
parts. He repeated it that there might be heartimies the refrain—*His mercy endures forever.” Not
think, merely for the sake of repeating that bdautruth of God so often, but for other reasons-co
nected with the truth of which He was writingis well to dwell long, and to dwell deliberatelypon
some of God'’s dealings with Ughis is the theme on which | want to thread a fdeas.

I. And, first, IT IS WELL TO DELIBERATE LONG OVER THBVERCIFUL SIDE OF GOD’S
JUDGMENTS.

One does not always see Gontisrcyin, He “slew mighty kings: for His mercy enduresdver: and
smote famous kings: for His mercy endures forevémould have read more naturally if He had said,
“Who smote mighty kings: for Higisticeendures forever: and slew famous kings: for\iisgeance
endures forever.” The point to be brought out, heavewas that there wasercyin these judgments.

The Holy Spirit would have us know that there is Hiercy abroad in the world even—
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“When God’s right arm is bared for war,
And thunder clothes His mighty bar.”

The removal from the earth of these great oppredsivgs, though it was terrible féhem,was a
great blessing! When tyrants die, nations have tortereathe. When great oppressors are cut off ais
when a lion falls, or as when wolves are slain, greddeer and sheep have time to rest. Who knows ho
often, in answer to the tear of the slave, Godh®es pleased to smite his tyrant master? Mercgeler
had brushed the tear from her eye, and said, “S®it€od!” Sometimes when we have read stories of
oppression and tyranny, wrong and violence, thél@gnamong us, who would not have hurt a hair of a
man’s head, have been the very first to expresgmation, and to marvel that God kept back the thun
derbolt—that He did not pour vengeance on the adwgy and deliver the injured and down-trodden. If
you read all through history and see how dynasteese crumbled, and empires have melted away—
could you but discern the secret history of theomst and how much there was of robbery and oppres-
sion, injustice and cruelty, you would understamat ivhen emperor after emperor was slain in battle,
overtaken by sudden death, and king after king swapt from the throne, it was because God’s mercy
endures forever! It was not mercy (speaking as Q) tathe one man, perhaps—to Nero, Caligula, Ti-
berius, or the like; but was it not His mercy te thillions who had grown weary of their abominable
rule? The sufferings of the helpless cried to Gadrédress; the moans and tears of serfs, vagsas,
oners, and captives presented their wretchedndssebdim—till His mercy linked hands with His
wrath, and He slew great and famous kings becaissmercy endures forever! Read the pages of histo-
ry, | say, with this sentiment in mind, and youlwitten judge that what seemed to be a very seetre
ribution upon some man of eminence, may turn dtgy all, only to have been an act of God’s mercy
towards those who were under His power.

Apply the thought another way. There are hugeesystof power in the world, and such there al-
ways have been—systems like Sihon, king of the Aiemrwhose force and fame have held vast hordes
and populations in terror, and the defenses oktkgstems have been strong as the walled citi€gypf
king of Bashan; but since the day when Christ carteethe world, and gathered His 12 Apostles around
Him, how many of these systems have been uttedyraljeed? Ask, at this moment, where are the gods
that were worshipped when Paul entered Athens esathed Jesus and the resurrection? Where are all
the gods that held sway over Greece and Rome wéien, Rnd the rest of the fishermen, were tellihg o
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the propitiation thatnkde for sin? They have passed, away and they are
not! And, since then, there have risen up greakesys and schools of thought—in which human wis-
dom has opposed the divine wisdom. Strong and migygtems they have been, but the student of his-
tory knows how they have all passed away, one #feiother. And in our own land there has passed
away—I pray God never to return—the system of Pppeore terrible than Sihon, king of the Amo-
rites, or Og, king of Bashan! And now their ruinggbeys are scattered all over the land—ruins which
make our souls rejoice as we look upon them, forsae “Come, behold the works of the Lord! What
desolation He has made in the earth.” And heraagheer instance of how He can put His foes to fligh
At this day there are other systems still standangshing down the people, darkening the nightasf n
ture with a denser darkness of superstition—tur@imgidnight of human depravity into a darkness that
might be felt as in the plague of Egypt of old. Bag the Lord lives, as He has scattered falsehooes
after the other, so will He scatter all these systeand the day shall come when we shall say, “Mo-
hammed’s crescent is forgotten now, for His memgiuges forever; and the pomp of anti-Christ has
passed away and all his ‘infallibility’; for the muy of the Lord endures forever.” One great erftera
another is brought down by the strong hand of tle Gf Jacob, for His mercy endures forever; and
though in each case these things seem like judgmagrdn the people, yet are they judgments full of
God’s mercy, for it is a blessing when God smiteg system which is contrary to Himself and to His
truth, contrary to His Son, contrary to the libestiand the rights of man, and, above all, contiatie
gospel life and the holy purity of the church.

Now, brothers and sisters, there are other jud¢gngst to come—judgments which we, surely, are
to look forward to with great hope as instancethefmercy of God. The day is coming when he who is
more terrible than Sihon, king of the Amorites, Iba cast out. Christ, by His death, has broken th
power of Satan, but Satan still holds sway to atgegtent over the sons of men. As the gospel dprea
his power shall lessen, and by-and-by there slualecthe time when he shall be cast into the lake of
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fire, and his power shall cease. It will be a judginupon him, but what an illustration it will béfeow
God’s mercy endures forever! Then shall Satarfhifs brazen front with thunder scarred,” receive hi
sentence, and begin anew his hell—and in that ldaysaints shall sing, “His mercy endures forever!”
And death, too, that terrible thing, that alsoo$e destroyed. It is the last enemy, and it iddseene-

my that shall be destroyed\nd when death itself shall cease to be, and ¢pelsher shall be rifled of
all its treasures, then shall we magnify and bleed ord as Israel did when they thought of SiHong

of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan, for Hisroyeendures forever! And when that last tremendous
act of vengeance shall come, and death and hdlllsh&ast into the lake of fire, and all the hosts
evil—even all that have done iniquity, and haveeceggd Christ, shall be cast out forever from alpéno
and joy—in that dread day, while it shall be torth@eeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teethhals

be to the righteous, “Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Foo& and goodness, the right and the Christ have tri-
umphed forever.” Yes, even in the condemnatiorheflost, it shall be a token of His mercy to the un
verse that sin was not permitted to triumph, thalt was not allowed to have its sway, but that God
overcame it at a mighty cost, and, at last, shupitvithin its proper bound, never to break fortfaia,

for, “His mercy endures forever.”

We know not, brethren, what may happen to ourselvet we know whatashappened, and, in the
light of the truth of God | am now dwelling uponewnay now sing unto the Lord a new song! We have
had our smiting, and we have had our slayings; awe thad sins within us slain that were mighty kjngs
and we have had corruptions that were famous kimgisthey have been brought down! We have had
our idols broken, and judgments have come uponnwntions. Oh, what a smashing of idols there has
been with many a heart here present! How have y@madswith tears in your eyes as your Dagon was
made to fall before the ark of the Lord! You tridset it in its place again, but you could not, tfee
Lord broke it to pieces, and He has taken awaygtuds in which you trusted, and the things that your
heart doted upon. The delight of your eyes, anddhef your spirit—He has taken these away, one by
one—mighty kings that swayed you, and famous kthgs ruled your heart and mind, and engaged the
best of your affections. These have been slainusecélis mercy endures forever, and, for my part, |
would say, “O sword of the Lord, rest not! Retuot to your scabbard if you are slaying my sin,afly
are overcoming my corruptions! Go through me, Lanagd smite again, and if You break up the idols,
break on!"—

“The dearest idol | have known,

Whatever that idol be,

Help me to tear it from its throne

And worship only Thee.”
Still would | say of every act of idol-breaking,dof king-slaying within my soul, “His mercy endsre
forever; His mercy endures forever!” Therefore thbbws, therefore these trials, therefore theie-af
tions—they are sent not in anger, but in His desenant love—not to harm us, but to bless us! They
are sent not to impoverish us, but to make ourritdrece wider and larger both here, and in the avtwl
come. This is our first thought. In the midst oflgments we should wait and watch till we see the di
vine mercy side of them, for then we shall singhHtWsmote great kings: for His mercy endures forever
and slew famous kings: for His mercy endures faréve

Il. Secondly, EACH MERCY DESERVES TO BE REMEMBERED. Wivhat special point and
emphasis each instance is put, “Sihon king of theAtes: for His mercy endures forever: and Og the
king of Bashan: for His mercy endures forever.” Wiot give them in the gross—Sihon and Og? Why
not, as we commonly and vulgarly say, lump thenetiogr and thank God for them in the mass? No,
no! They must come in detail—"Sihon king of the Ambes: for His mercy endures forever: and Og the
king of Bashan: for His mercy endures forever.” Véhypuld they thus come in detail?

Becausesvery mercy we have received is undeserVkd Israelites did not deserve that God should
smite Sihon, king of the Amorites, or Og, king didBan. It was a mercy so rich and gracious tlo-it
served to be recorded! In that very chapter froncivh read to you just now, where God smote Sihon,
you will find that the children of Israghurmuredso that God sent fiery serpents among them. I tha
same chapter we have the record of His chastehamg with fiery serpents, and yet He is giving them
victory over their foes! Oh, it brings tears intar@yes, and fills us with humiliation when we renter
that many of our choicest mercies have come tasisgfter our very blackest sins! It is not thag th
Lord gives us His mercy when we are walking coesity—when we are obedient, when we are what
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we ought to be. There would be great grace in thatthe crowning mercy is that when we have gone
out of the way—when we have gone down By-path Meadehen like Peter we have denied our Mas-
ter—yet still some great mercy has been given taiseight again! Sihon, king of the Amorites, just
when we had provoked the Lord, has come down ugoto wiestroy us, but the Lord has said, “No, |
will smite My children, but | will not letyou smite them; | will chasten them, and send fienpsasts,

but Sihon, you must not touch them. Get back! i ylare lay a finger upon them, My jealousy shall
burn and smoke against you, for they are My chiidesd | will deliver them in the day of their atfl
tions.” Oh, bless the Lord for each mercy becatbas been so undeserved!

Nor have we received a merthat we could have dispensed wibdhad God smitten Sihon, king of
the Amorites, and then when Og came against thehs&id, “I have done enough for you, and | will do
no more,” the nation would have been destroyed!$iloon, king of the Amorites, is no more. Bless the
Lord for that. Yet if the Lord does not smite Ogdkof Bashan, what will become of Israel? Thusheac
mercy isneeded-why then should not each mercy have a separagg?séen you are in present trou-
ble, you think much of the present mercy. My deathers and sisters, when you have got through the
trouble, why not think a great deal of the merdgm@ards? Then as it comes, a brand new mercy in a
fresh dilemma, the more you need it, the more sgoreset by it. Why not set the same store by these
mercies after you have received them, and commemmangparticular the benefits which flow out of
each?Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Baslshall be sung of, each one separately, be-
cause neither victory could be dispensed with. Theke both necessary that Israel might enter imo t
Promised Land.

Moreover, there waa peculiarity about each mercyhis was sure to be the case. You never had
two mercies from God that were quite alike. Themravsome special circumstances which made a
marked difference. Pluck the leaves from a tree—monly speaking, they are alike, yet there are no
two leaves veined exactly in the same manner. &aith mercies; there is some distinction if yooko
narrowly into them. Generally, when we are in degpers, there is some peculiar feature to diststgui
the trial, and to identify it afterwards. | knowatiMonday’s mercy will not do for Tuesday, and bslu
be sorry if | had nothing but Tuesday’s mercy téphme through Wednesday. His mercies “are new
every morning: great is His faithfulness.” Now,®rthey are all new, and each one separate, whg cou
not each one be spoken of by itself? As God paatsany fresh pictures, why should we not set them
in appropriate frames, saying of each one, “Hisaypendures forever’? There is a specialty aboub.eac
Sihon is not Og, and Og is not Sihon. Well may raxt tassign to each one its place in the song of
praise!

But if any mercy deserves to be rehearsed morendilst than another, it is early mercyhe chil-
dren of Israel had not got their hands into fightyet. They had not crossed the Jordan; they had no
entered Canaan where they were to be soldiers elagryThey were on this side of the Jordan, ang the
had not learned war. They offered to Sihon anddaddgo quietly through their land, and not so much
as pluck a fruit from their trees, or drink a d@fpwater from their wells. But Sihon and Og weream
ill state of mind, and they would not allow themgo peaceably through. There was a battle—the first
of their battles—the commencement of their warfareJ so they always looked back with happy and
grateful memories to their first fights, and théist victories. No doubt they remembered all about
Adonibezek, and about the king of Ai, and all thodleer kings; but these were later—their first fggh
were with Sihon and Og. Oh, my dear brothers astbrs, | should like you to recall your first trou-
bles—your first labors for Christ, your first trsaland your first successes! You remember the dost
that you brought to Jesus—you cannot forget thie libom where you began to work; you remember
the half-dozen girls that you collected for thatfitime to form a class—those two or three boysyha
got into that little room down in the back slum.Waemember your Sihon, king of the Amorites, and
your Og, king of Bashan, and how God helped you ¢hrese beginnings! It was a great thing, you
know, for you were not as big then as you are neu begin to think (I am only saying out loud what
your heart whispers to you)—you begin to think thati can do it. Why, you are a man of experience,
are you not? And you, young man, why you are a de&leloped minister now! You can do a great deal.
We too often feel as if our experience had matwrednto something far more important than we
dreamed of in the first stage of our little cardelis a wicked feeling, but the vanity of our hisawill
sometimes assert itself. Now, let us revert totime when we were little in Israel, and all unkndwn
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Some of us were perhaps quite boys and girls, thewgtruly loved our Lord; we were weak and fee-
ble; nobody thought there was anything in us, dhéfy did, we ourselves did not think so. We wdfe a
trembling, and afraid; but, glory be to God, we r@aene Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, the king
of Bashan, and our early victories are fresh inrnamories! Let us recall them, partly to humblears]
partly to strengthen us. Let us, like David, sayour servant slew both the lion, and the bear, thisl
uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of thefé Lord who helped those young days will not for-
sake you now. Only trust Him with the same simpjiconly distrust yourself as much as you did then,
and a little more; only sink into the very dustseff-abasement, and rise in all the grandeur délicke
confidence in God, and as He smote Sihon, kindhvefAmorites, and Og, king of Bashan, so will He
make all your foes as driven stubble before youefade will make you as a new, sharp threshing in-
strument, having teeth, and you shall thresh thentaains, and make them as chaff.

Thus each mercy deserves to be specially remeghbierenot one is deserved, not one is needless,
and everyone has its peculiarity, but especialey éarly ones—they have a never-to-be-forgotten spe-
cialty.

lll. Thirdly, EACH MERCY DOES REALLY IN ITSELF DESERVE EPARATE CONTEM-
PLATION.

I will show you exactly why I think so. | go tosit a sick person. He has been in trouble. Let me
suppose it is you who makes the visit, for | dag wou have done the same thing. Very soon after yo
enter you get an account of the trouble in praity details; and then you have all the specialwine
stances related to you. “You see, my dear sirpukhnot have felt the loss of this dear child sach
only it is the second or the third | have lost; d@hen, you see, sir, she was such a sweet girl.™1Or
was that dear boy upon whom | had set all my hoddwese little points are always mentioned as occa-
sions of special grief or aggravations of a heauyaswv. “My dear husband is taken away,” says ttse di
consolate widow; and unwilling to mingle her teardiscriminately with other weepers in like afflic-
tions, she adds, “Ah, sir, but in my widowhood thare pangs peculiarly bitter. Just after he hawh be
toiling and struggling, with the tide against hiemd we were beginning to get on more smoothly, he
was taken away with a sudden stroke or a slow gopsan before there was a proper provision made
for these dear children. When they seemed to ndather's care and tenderness, it was then, j@st, th
he was smitten, and | am left with a heart withdrike grass.” Then you meet another who has lost
money, and you hear of the failure that is likelycome on, and then there are certain details aheut
loss—about the person that was trusted; certatigistances about the cruel manner in which he acted
and the shameful way in which he betrayed confiden¥ou hear all that. Oh, | know all about it! |
have heard it, and when | have got some troubl@ybwn, | think | generally find myself turning it
inside out, like a child does a new dress, sayibgok here,” and showing every bit of it—every pbin
of it—upside down, the right way up, the wrong sigle and the wrong side out, and all ways! You al-
ways do that, do you not, with all your troubles?

Now then, dear friends, ought you not to do theesavith all yourmercie® Do you not think so? If
the Lord gave you nothing but troubles, then | khihere might be some justification in dwelling so
much upon them; but since there are so many ofrdiies, would not it be wisdom to sometimes tell
your friends all about those mercies with a spatkkye, and say, “They were manifold mercies; there
was fold upon fold! See the goodness of the Lorthis thing; He sent that mercy just when | needed
it—just when | most required it, and it came to mesuch a beautiful way, too, and it was deliveted
me by the very person that made it most acceptétdeyvay in which the gift was bestowed so sweet-
ened it, that 1 do not know how to praise the Lersbugh for it.” Oh, if only | heard Christians ofte
saying one to another, “Have you heard what thel lbas done for me? Sit down a little while, and let
me fill your ears with the sweet tale of His lowvikimdnesses, and His tender mercies.” Is not tss |
tice? Bare justice? If you will harp on your sorggwou should, in a better sense, harp on your, porys
bring out the best harp with all its ten strings-é-@ouch all those strings with praise to Him wha ha
done so much for you! Tell the world not only th#g overcame your foes, but say, “To Him which
smote great kings: for His mercy endures foreved slew famous kings: for His mercy endures forev-
er: Sihon king of the Amorites, for His mercy eneliforever: and Og the king of Bashan: for His mer-
cy endures forever.” “We might tire people,” sayeol am glad you are a little sensitive on thahpo
because you have been ratimmonsideratesometimes when you have been talking about froubles.
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And | think you might be excused if you were to weas occasionally by declaring your mercies! Oh,
but the ears of saints are not tired with such #gems this; on the contrary, they are gladdened and
made to rejoice! “Come and hear, all you that 8ad, and | will tell you what He has done for my
soul!” I am sure the response of all God’s peopilé e—“Let us hear it! Tell it to us, for we wille-
joice with you and magnify the name of the Mostlidig

I\VV. Fourthly, CONTINUED BENEFITS ARE A SPECIAL PROOF GWNDURING MERCY.

For God to slay Sihon, king of the Amorites, maydly prove by itself that His mercy endufes-
ever,though it does prove that He had mettogn Therefore the inspired poet wisely strikes thang,
and before the note has died away upon the ligjezan, He touches another. “Og king of Bashan,% say
He, “for His mercy endures forever.” One, two, tréour, five, six succeeding stanzas—these mercies
come quickly, one after the other, and so they sti@wvcontinuance of the mercy, while the unbroken
succession of wave upon wave in ceaseless regqutpviés sanction to the chorus, “His mercy endures
forever!” Thus, dear brethren, were we in the habitlwelling distinctly upon God’s distinct mercjes
do you not think we should have in our souls a dirfaith as to the endurance, the continuity, trex-e
lastingness of the mercy of God? Oh, what the ldiddfor us when we were babes in grace! When we
think of what He did then, we say, “His mercy eretuforever.” Then consider what He did for us when
we were young men in Christ Jesus! “His mercy eesl@iorever.” Think of what He has done for us af-
ter we have grown to be fathers! “His mercy enddoesver.” And O you gray heads, tell of what the
Lord has done for you, for when you put all foueagogether you can say with peculiar emphasis “Hi
mercy endures forever.” | wish | had a memory sirenough to remember all the mercies of God to me
in the past year. They have been very many, vesgtgiand taken one by one, they have been very
sweet. As | look at them, one after the other, dhielence seems to accumulate till the argument be-
comes conclusive that “His mercy endures forevémas endured all through the year! It was connect
ed with all the years that went before! It is gaiting fresh force in the year that is current! Tliere |
may trust for the years that are yet to come theatMHo was yesterday so full of mercy, and is toslay
full of grace, will be forever the same! Do you rsee that the striking of these bells, one by orfee—t
bringing out of each mercy in its distinctness, after the other—goes to illustrate the precious ew:
er-blessed truth of God that His mercy enduresviafe Let our hearts look forward with the calm con-
fidence which must come to a soul that lives bthfand sings without fear—

“For His mercies shall endure
Ever faithful—ever sure.”

V. Fifthly, THE OVERRULING OF TRIALS IS A SUBJECT TO WELL UPON WITH DE-
LIGHT.

Read the verses—"“And gave their land for a heeitér His mercy endures forever: even a heritage
unto Israel His servant, for His mercy enduresvierg The Israelites did not expect to have thetter
ry of Sihon and Og; their land was on thiteer side of the Jordan, but since Sihon and Og asistikm
as unexpected foes, they got out of them unexpeetetbry. You and | have had, and we do have, un-
expected trials. In looking back we have sufferehyntrials which we did not anticipate, from unlike
guarters—from persons who ought to have been @nds, our helpers, our comforters. The result has
shown that we have had unexpectetyantages-our perils have proved pioneers of our progress. |
want you to remember this, so that you may singribee sincerely, “His mercy endures forever.”

How many sins and how much unsuspected treaclidrgast have we been led to discover through
our troubles? Those vipers would have slept insoul quietly—they would have bred disease there of
the deadliest kind, but trouble came, and we werteirp such a state of trembling that we began to
search, and as we searched we found the deadliesired we put it away. How many a vice has been
discovered to us in the hour of trial? Wheneveedrof a brother who thinks his corruptions areddéa
feel inclined to say, “Put him half-an-hour in thuenace, and if he does not hear the dogs bar#ertsis
soul, | am mistaken.” There they are, sure enobgipend upon that. As a general rule, he is possesse
of most devils who thinks he has the fewest immtidas! Only let us get into trouble—be thrown into
the sieve—and let the devil give us an extra sloake/o, and there is enough of chaff or dust iraliso
blind our eyes, or to fill them with tears when dword sends us His repentance. This trouble must
come, and we must be thankful for the trouble sih@@nnows the wheat, and makes us clean before
the living God.
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Besides helping to cleanse us, how many timedrbable helped to instruct us? You may read the
Bible all through, young man, and you may thinkt ty@u know all about it, but your grandfather knows
the meaning of texts that you cannot read yet. "@bw say, “| have been studying the commentatbrs;
have been looking into them for the meaning ofghssages.” Yes, but there is another way of reading
the commentators, and it comes frexperience Experience is the grand way of getting texts temit
upon your heart! There are many texts that canedirbught home to your own heart yet. A text ot tha
sort must be brought home to you when you are @h suposition as to need its application—it cannot
be understood until then. You may have learnedtaut anchors, sir, but you never know the valug of
sheet anchor till you have gotten into a storm. Yftay read and hear on shore all about a tempest, an
you may have met with beautiful descriptions o&iid think you know how it tosses the ship about. B
| will guarantee you that a good heave or two Veillyou know more about sea-sickness and the sffect
of those mighty tempests that rouse the billowsl, @tk the vessels than all the books you have ever
read for sound instruction or seasonable entertamim

And how much has the character of God been rest¢alas in trouble? We do not know our friends
till we fall into adversity! Neither is that, “fried who sticks closer than a brother,” truly prizgdus till
we are brought into trouble. Then we know His poteesympathize and to succor.

Trials help to strengthen us. It is impossibleddChristian to be very strong—in certain waysarat
rate—unless he grapples with difficulties, and eachardships. There is no proving your courage and
prowess in war unless you smell gunpowder, aneégpesed to the dread artillery. There is no leanin
to be strong in the battle unless you pass throwaglble—depend upon it. My arm would soon weary if
| had to lift the blacksmith’s hammer for an houtwo, and make horseshoes. | am afraid | wouldhsoo
give up the business. But the blacksmith’s arm am¢sche, for he has been at it so many yearshand
rings out a tune on the anvil, so joyfully does $ti®ng arm do the work. Practice has strengthémad
And so, when we have become used to trial and keoddith is to us a far more simple matter than it
was before! Then we become “strong in the Lord, ianthe power of His might.” What shall we say,
then? Thanks to Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Kigg of Bashan, for teaching us war? No, but we
will thank the Lord who has given “their land to &dneritage, even a heritage for Israel His senfant
His mercy endures forever.”

VI. Lastly, THE HAPPENING OF ALL THIS TO THE SAME PER®S IS A FURTHER IL-
LUSTRATION THAT HIS MERCY ENDURES FOREVER. Thesecsierses tell of great things done
for Israel, all for Israel. That last verse is very sweet ®®#fEven a heritage unto Israel His servant.”
What are the kings slain for? For Israel! What dS#sn die for? For Israell Why does Og fall? For |
rael! For whom is the heritage? For Israel' And vidndsrael, and what has Israel done to have &Pth
What have they done? Brothers and sisters, itsadabut gracious story. Israel! Israel! Why, tisathie
nation that made the golden calf, and said, “Tteseyour gods, O Israel.” Israel'! Why, these aee th
people who said, “Because there were no gravegyptthave You brought us into this wilderness to
destroy us?” Israel! Why, these are the peoplettia the daughters of Moab and committed lewdness
with them. Israel! Why, these are the people whavpked the Lord, so that He said to His servant; Mo
ses, “Let Me alone! Let Me alone, that | may destieem,” for they provoked the Lord to jealousy. Is
rael! Why, these are the people of whom God sworklis wrath that they should not enter into His
Rest. Yet it is the same nation! Their childrend&llowed them! It is Israel still, and God hasdall
this for Israel. Now, while you are thinking abdsitael, just begin to think about yourselves. Fbiom
has God done all this—turned Judgment into meyglit great battles on their behalf, and given them
a great inheritance of mercy and loving-kindnes$ gnace? Who is it for? Well, | will not mentionyan
body’'s name, but | will mention my own to myselfdsas | mention it, | think—

“O grace, it is Your known love

Into unlikeliest hearts to come.”
How amazing that You should do all this for suabn@ as | am! Brother, sister, | can better undedsta
God’s mercy to you than | can His mercy to me! dwrone who has, in distress, sometimes doubted the
loving-kindness of the Lord. | know one who hasrbpeoud, envious, and worldly. | know one whose
heart has been cold, dead, callous, and carelessr-tvbught to have been tender, and full of patyd
full of love. | know one that is all imperfectioral faults. He seems, to himself, to grow worsstead
of better, everyday—at least he loathes himselferahundred times than he used to do. And yet |
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know that the Lord loves that man. But why, | dd koow, except, “even so, Father, for so it seems
good in Your sight.” And if you tell your own stqrgnd know your own hearts, and your own lives, you
will wonder and be astonished to the extreme ofdeoment that the Lord should give a heritage to Is-
rael—to you, His servant, truly His servant—butoam faulty servant to have such a heritage given h
out of the abundance of the grace of God. And wdgsdHe do it but that His mercy endures forever? Is
there one of us who might not justly be in helldvefthe clock ticks again if it were not that Higney
endures forever? The brightest saint here hasigbtbess but what God lends him, and He only lends
to him because His mercy endures forever! Oh, fessname, you children of His that live near to
Him—you that have climbed to the highest stageoohimunion! Remember, you do not stand there be-
cause of anything igourselvesput because His mercy endures forever! If you haaeguered your
sins—Sihon king of the Amorites—it is because Hercy endures forever. And if today you put your
foot upon the neck of Og, king of Bashan, it is hetause you are strong, but because His mercy en-
dures forever. If you have grown in sanctificatiand begun to possess the land which God has tpven
be a heritage to His people, it is still because iHercy endures forever! And when death itselfeiad]
and you have passed beyond the gate of pearlafed possession of the throne reserved for you with
Christ at God'’s right hand, the only reason why gball get there will be because His mercy endures
forever! This is the song of every saved soul is rabernacle, as it shall be in the temple abfree)
now on and forevermore.

| think it ought to be a great encouragement ts¢hof you who are not God’s people, if there are
any such present, and there may be. Oh, how ittdogimg in your ears, “His mercy endures forever!
You are very old, but His mercy endures foreveru¥ae very sick, and near death, but His mercy en-
dures forever! You have gone to the utmost extrefn&n, but His mercy endures forever! You have
resisted His Spirit; you have stifled your conscenyou have been disobedient to Christ, but Hisyne
endures forever! You have indulged every evil passyou have broken loose from every bond that
ought to have held you to the way of right, but Hisrcy endures forever! The last day of your Ife i
almost come, but His mercy still endures, and wiiltlure till you die! If death comes, we have no-gos
pel for the dead, but as long as you live, thataystill endures—

“While the lamp holds out to burn,
The vilest sinner may return.”

The returning prodigal, trusting in Jesus Chrikglisfind His mercy. If you say, “Oh, but sir, mins
are strong, how can | master them?” The answeall give you is in the words of my text, “He slew
great kings: for His mercy endures forever: yesywsfamous kings: for His mercy endures forever.”
Cannot God slay your sins? As for Satan and thédwble slew Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og,
king of Bashan, for His mercy endures forever! duysay that you never can be holy, and never can
grow like His children, | know, “He gave their latmlbe a heritage: for His mercy endures foreveene
a heritage unto Israel His servant: for His menoguges forever.”

And why should He not, even thus, enrich you vgiéimctifying grace? May God in His rich mercy
abundantly bless you, that you may sing His preosever! Amen.
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