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“You are a God ready to pardon.”
Nehemiah 9:17.

WHEN a man’s conscience is so awakened to theesxistof sin that he cannot perceive any plea
for God’s mercy within himself, it is his wisdom kook for a plea in the nature and character of .God
Now, brothers and sisters, if we search ourselvesugh and through, we cannot find anything in our
fallen nature which can recommend us to the MoghHif we think that we have a claim upon God’s
goodness, we are in darkness and deceive ourseWest the true light of God comes, it reveals our
bareness of all merit or excuse, and shows that isenothing in human nature but that which presok
the Lord. This is the fact as to our condition white are unregenerate, and oftentimes the truevieg|i
when darkness gathers around him, finds himsddetcn much the same condition. His evidences burn
dimly, the candle of the Lord seems quenched witisrspirit, and worst of all the sun of divine éavs
not discernible! Then, groping all around, he catalver nothing in himself but that which causeas hi
to sigh and groan, and in such a plight he shoatd overboard the great anchor of faith, and escape
from himselfto his God. It is well for him talwaysdo so, but especially in the cloudy and dark day.
whom should he turn for light but to the Sun of Repusness? Where look for grace but to the God of
all grace? Where for all but to the all-in-all2dhat | am makes me despair, let me consider Wioak in
Christis, and | shall have hope! That God is mercifuldmees to sinners the first point upon which they
can fix their hope! That the mercy of God endumsVer affords to the saints a most blessed stadgh
when inward sin assails the soul!

But from where do we learn this supremely consotmigh of God? How do we know that God is
merciful? | scarcely think we could have inferredni His worlds the readiness of God to show His
mercy. | have heard a great deal about the ateéshot God in nature—I have indeed heard a gredt dea
more than | have ever been able to see! To “go fnamre up to nature’s God” is a very common ex-
pression, but it is a very long step, mark youpfrthe highest Alp of nature to the footstool of the
throne of God! It will be found much easier to dawnfrom God to nature, when you once know the
Lord, than ever it can be to ascend from the wookihe Maker. It is more than questionable whether
the best instructed mind could have discovered nufcBod’s nature from the universe around—His
goodness to obedient creatures we might have gathbut His mercy to the guilty is there but dimly
revealed. Look at this visible universe, and yotceee that it is governed by certain fixed lawfsa
man offends these laws, do the laws bend and mékeaace for his mistake? Not so—they operate
immutably, and every violation of them is avengé&tle captain makes a mistake of a few points in his
steering—there is a current which he has not peedeior perhaps his compass itself is out of deais
without any fault on his part, drifted upon a roékbes the rock move, or is it softened? Or when the
ship strikes, is there some miracle by which th&grs are held together? Does some angelic hand un-
dergird the ship and preserve the precious lives?a’idst the howling of the pitiless storm, thesad
breaks up, and those who struggle best are unaldarvive the fury of the sea! Is there any sign of
God’s mercy here?

Or take another case—the simple countryman, ingihisrance of the laws of electricity, is overtak-
en by a pelting storm, and to escape from the diiagcrain he runs beneath some lofty tree to screen
himself beneath its spreading branches. It is adamature that elevated points should attractthigy,
but the man does not know this; he does not intendefy his Maker’'s natural law—but for all that,
when the death-dealing fluid splits the tree, divies a senseless corpse at the foot of it. Thelées not
suspend its operations though that man may beusigamd upon whose life the bread of many children
may depend; though he may have been one of the gndstess and prayerful of mankind; though he
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may have been utterly unconscious of having expbsedelf to the force of a physical law of God, yet
still he dies, for he has placed himself in the wag settled law of nature! There is scant tracéad’s
mercy here! Or it may be that a physician in thespi of discoveries which shall alleviate paintlwmno
ambition except to serve his fellow creatures, mwa@nary motive swaying him, endeavors to penetrate
into the secrets of nature, and imbibes or inhalegrtain noxious drug or pernicious vapor. Wik th
noxious drug or destructive gas stay its deadlicefbecause of the generosity of the motive oftlae
who exposes himself to its influence? Ah, not sbé Pprecious life is sacrificed, and we hear the sad
news that a great physician is no more; naturengastood fast and firm, and no mercy having been
shown to the breaker of her laws.

Now, seeing that these laws move on immutably titeegreat wheels of a mighty machine, and he
that is entangled in those wheels is ground to owitldoes seem as if we had little or no evidesice
the mercy of God if we look to nature, alone; datfanot enough to calm the conscience or allay the
fears of the guilty! We admit that there are sookehs for good to the offender, even in naturedfmes
not the Lord teach man to set up his beacons uperhéadland, and anchor his light ships near the
sands? And has He not led us up to the formatidifetfoats whereby multitudes of lives have been
saved? In the case of death by lightning thereasan to believe that the death is more certaiaiy-p
less than any other, and again, loftiness needemo&in a danger, for the lightning rod has wardiéd o
the bolt of heaven from multitudes of elevated dinigs! In the case of most poisons there are atetsdo
which save lives if they are taken speedily enowagig, even the poisons in certain compounds, tutrn ou
to be healing medicines; so thene traces of the pardon of offenses in the mitigabnghe removing
of penalties even under the iron rule of natura Ilever is a law changed, mark you, in nature pkce
in the few instances ahiraculous interpositionsAnd in themoral universe never is a law changed at
all, for heaven and earth shall pass away, bubnetjot or one tittle of the law shall fail! Stithere are
laws which full frequently counteract the roughnassl the crushing power of other laws, and these,
like their counterparts in the moral universe, grolwat God is merciful. But all this being allowelde
light which nature affords us upon this subjeataither conjecture than assurance; my brothersiand s
ters let us thank God we are not left to mere ggespon this point; be thankful we are not lefthe
sun and to the moon to give us light upon this enattio, we have a more sure word of testimony from
which you do well if you take heed as unto a litjtatt shines in a dark place! We have this bookaf/H
Scripture, written by the pen of the Holy Spirithieh tells us over and over again that the God whom
we have offended is a God ready to pardon, a Gazb&/mercy endures forever!

| would call your attention to the expressita,God ready to pardon."Not a God who mapossi-
bly pardon, neither a God who upon strong persuasiwth earnest pleading may, at length, be induced
to forgive; not one who perhaps at some remoteogedfter we have undergone a long purgation, may
manifest a mercy which is now in the background, &God “ready to pardon!” He is a God willing,
and more than willing—ready, standing preparedparse another Scriptural expression, “waitingéo b
gracious.” We have a God who stands like a hoatfastival which is all provided and prepared, 8gyi
“My oxen and My fatlings are provided, all thingg aeady, come to the supper.” Not only are atidbi
ready, but God Himself is ready! His own heart &adds are ready to bestow pardon upon the guilty
ones who come before Him! There is forgiveness With that He may be fearedhis blessed truth of
God,in the first placewas remarkably seen in the story of Israek-that we will dwell; and secondly,
it is equally true of the Lord at all timeblay the Holy Spirit, in His mercy, lead us to lféee power of
His mercy while we speak thereon.

|. First, then, | shall ask your attention to THE HERY OF ISRAEL AS SINGULARLY ILLUS-
TRATING THE READINESS OF GOD TO PARDON. Brethrehgtisraelites seem to have been set
forward as a picture of all God’s people. As thetfof the altar was made of the mirrors of the wome
the polished brass of the mirrors being melted daenit seems to me as if Israel was intended ta be
mirror in which every one of us might look and $&eown image. | am sure that when | speak of Israe
you will perceive that the record speaks of yow draws your portraits to life.

They were, in the first place, people very specially favored, but they were @pfeeas equally un-
grateful To what other nation did God give the oracle$isf truth? What other tribes did He separate
unto Himself to be a people in whose midst He walldw forth His glory? What other nation did He
bring forth out of the house of bondage with a Higimd, and an outstretched arm? For what other peo-
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ple did He pour out of heaven the dread artillenalo His plagues, striking their foes with judgnen
most terrible? For what other race did He divide $kea that He might lead them through the deep as
through a wilderness? What other armies of menfbad to eat which dropped from heaven? What
other hosts were led and guided for 40 years, apgled without their own labor, without sowing or
planting, or reaping, or gathering into barns? futee Lord Himself was with them, and they were fa
vored above all the rest of mankind! Who is likeauyou, O Israel, a people chosen of the Lord?

But they were just as equally sinful. It scarcedems to us as if any other nation ever existed who
provoked the Lord so much, for they transgressedanagHis light and love, against instruction ahd i
lumination, against wooing and warning, againsteaty and rebuke; they rebelled though they knew
that they were highly favored, and were conscibas they were a distinguished and elect peopleir The
iniquities were committed against a God whose hherg had seen, and whose voice they had heard, as
He spoke to them from the top of Sinai! They liadid a blaze of miracles, and walked a pathway of
marvels; God was in their camp! His glory shonehfdretween the cherubim, and under the symbol of
the fiery cloudy pillar His presence was revealedhem all; God was round about them for a wall of
fire, and as the glory in their midst! And yet, wihe Lord before their eyes, they refused to siee, H
and with all His wonders before them they refusetelieve! You know, dear friends, that we are al-
ways particularly wounded by the unkindness of smyhom we have been especially attentive and
generous. We complain, “It was not an enemy, fenthcould have borne it, but it was you, a man, my
acquaintance, my friend.” It hurts to be injuredabghild for whom you have endured much self-denial
and to whom you have rendered tender love. “Shdhagr an adder’s tooth is an unthankful child.” Af-
ter this fashion Israel offended, and speakingrdfte manner of men, the Lord felt it keenly. Heswa
grieved at His heart because His great goodnef®itn had been so basely misused. He cries, “O that
they had hearkened unto Me”; and in another pladdear, O heavens, and give ear O earth, | have
nourished and brought up children, and they habelled against Me.” Such is the language which
Scripture puts into the mouth of the Lord, and ietforgave His provoking people times without num-
ber—was He not, indeed, ready to pardon?

Again, the Israelites werabsolutely dependent upon God for everything, atdhey were proud
Read in the sixteenth verse, “They and our fatdeedt proudly.” If any people in the world ought to
have been humble, surely the Israelites were thégy had been slaves in Egypt, and lay among the
pots in degraded bondage—brick makers all of thiémiy backs were raw with the lash of the slave
driver, and they cried out under the sore oppresdibe Lord chose them in the ignorance and debase-
ment which always comes with slavery; when He bnbugem out, they had no treasures but such as
they had demanded of their former masters. Theuoksof food was very slender, and they had to trav-
erse the arid wilderness; tied up in bundles oir i®ulders, they carried a little food, but theds
soon spent, and every day they had to receive dread from God’s own ovens, while as for water
they would have perished had it not been for thekRewhose streams followed them all their way. They
were not a people acquainted with commerce; thely e opportunities for hunting; there were no
means for farming, and therefore, if day by day th@nna had not fallen, they would have utterly
starved! Yet though they were pensioners upon #ilg dharity of God, and were both fed and clothed
by His bounty, still they were proud! | know somters who are much in the same condition, and per-
haps they are proud too; paupers and yet proudhd.igon alms and yet boastful! Ah, brothers and sis-
ters, this in Israel was very provoking to God, rewas it is in us! Those vagrant mendicants thought
themselves something, and when they were a liite,tthey began to murmur against Moses, and to
accuse their God of bringing them out into the detgedie! They were a proud lot, and with full sto
achs they rebelled against Moses and their God—gtihthie food in their stomachs was a gracious gift!
They refused to do menial tasks as though they s@mee great ones, while all the while they were no
better than so many birds of the air, which havgather what God’s generous hand is pleased ttescat
for their daily food. Was He not a God ready todoar, to have mercy upon a proud people? Is it not
always very hard to forgive a haughty-spirited nifer? If the offender will humble himself beforeuyo
there is less difficulty, but if being absolutelgmbndent upon you for everything, the offender ribee
less insults you with high words; it becomes veffialilt to keep your temper with him! Pride isitat-
ing, yes, abominable! O Lord, when You did forgthe haughtiness of Your erring people, You were
indeed ready to pardon!
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These peopléeliberately rebelledfor the sixteenth and seventeenth verses tdlhey, “hardened
their necks, and hearkened not to Your commandmantsrefused to obey.” It was not that they made
mistakes; it was not that they fell into errorsa@re misled; they did natantto do right, andefusedto
know what God’s will and mind were! They stoppedittears, and closed their eyes! When they asked
that the words which the Lord spoke from Sinai migbt be spoken to them any more, it was but natu-
ral that they should dread the terror of the trunhgmeind; but deep down in their hearts there wss al
distaste for a law so pure, so holy. Their heagsevget on mischief, and they were not to be latien
way of obedience; they had a ready ear for Koradth&n, and Abiram, who preached sedition; they
were ready to be led into idolatrous ceremonieslasiful acts by Moabite women; but before the Lord
they were as bullocks unaccustomed to the yokelbAdy and everybody they would listen to, except
their God! To Him they had such small regard tinatytcast His ordinances and precepts behind their
backs, and sinned again and again with resoluibetation. They often went astray though often re-
proved; it was not mere error and mistakes—thasdtcurrent of their heart was towards evil! Datibe
ation adds greatly to the heinousness of sin, tisdai sad thing when we have to charge ourselvis w
this; the repetition of the same offense also shawtate of heart very near akin to determinafionit
has all the appearance of a deliberate refusabtohnagainst temptation, and of a fixed resolverdat
the voice of God with indifference! Alas, that weosld be so readily decoyed by the baits of evij a
so feebly held by the cords of goodness! Lord, wiverprovoke You in this way, be pleased to show
Yourself a God ready to pardon!

More than this, we are told that the Israelitesensmmindful of what the Lord had done for them—
“Neither were mindful of Your wonders that You dichong them.” They were, by this unmindfulness,
led into the great crime ainbelief You think, my brothers and sisters, that if yadtseen the Red Sea
divided, and Israel’s hosts led through, while Rbafs army was drowned, you would have trusted God
all your life! “Oh,” you say, “if | had been preseand really gathered the manna and eaten it, ldcou
not, | am sure, with such a demonstration beforeeygs, have ever fallen into unbelief again.” well,
leave that question, whether you would or not, hg\a very shrewd suspicion that your heart is by no
means better than that of the ancient unbeliev&trginy rate, Israel soon fell back into her chromn
belief; within a few days after they had seen ti®l host of Pharaoh destroyed, they began to nrurmu
against God and against Moses, and though everyhggyate the manna, and drank the miraculously
given water, yet continually they asked, “Is thed.among us or not?” And they were perpetually put-
ting questions such as made Moses demand of tHerthe' Lord’s hand waxed short?” They were can-
kered to the heart with unbelief! For a moment thag a sort of faith, but in another moment they re
lapsed into infidelity—

“Now they believe His Word,

While the rocks with rivers flow.

Now with their lusts provoke the Lord,
And He reduced them low.”

At the slightest peril, the slightest trouble teriselves, they began to think that now they were
come to a difficulty out of which the Lord couldtraeliver them, and they cried, “Surely, He means t
destroy us! He will never bring us into the promigand.” Do you know any other people like this? |
only need to put out my hand to touch one of theesarder! At any rate, since the Lord forgave His
people Israel, though they angered Him with theganerous mistrust, we see most clearly thaisHa
God ready to pardon.”

Further on we read that these peomenmitted, in spirit an act of utter apostajhey made unto
themselves a captain to return to their bondagsy; said they would go back to Egypt since there was
no hope of their ever conquering Canaan, for thea@aites were too strong for them. What? Will you
go back to slavery? Will you go back to back to mgkbricks without straw? Will you leave God and
His tabernacle, and the glory of His presence? Whbatou think they would go back for? What was the
attractive bait which lured them? They would rettortheir taskmasters for the sake of kbeks,and
thegarlic, and theonions,the flavor of which was still in their mouths! Tiheoul lusted after the flesh-
pots of Egypt, and they would, to sit down by theagory cauldrons, go back to the ignoble condition
of slavery again, and leave the Lord and all Hiardian care! They would forego the goodly land
which was but a little way beyond! O foolish pedpgh, brethren, this is madness, but alas, is thete
in us, even irus, an evil heart of unbelief in departing from theilg God? And have there not been
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times when we also have been tempted to returhedeggarly elements of the world, and seek con-
tentment in the groveling joys of earth? Perhapgas worst of all that the Israelitd&l accidentally fall
into shameful idolatryThey set up the figure of a calf to represent!Gdwy compared their glory unto
the image of an ox that eats grass, and they ‘Seiese are your gods, O Israel, that brought yauobu
the land of Egypt.” God was incensed at this, a Me might be; nevertheless, at the entreaty of Mo
ses, He did not utterly destroy them. Oh, brotlard sisters, it is a shameful thing when we lowe th
creature more than the Creator, and dare to sahwyghing which is dear to us in Jehovah’s placet-“L
tle children keep yourselves from idols,” but ifuybave had idols, and have been forgiven, thencaou
see in this history, and in your own experiencat the Lord is ready to pardon.

For a minute | desire to show you the opposite,sidenely, the divinggoodnessWhile God for-
gave this people, He showed His readiness to parddme following ways. FirstHe continued while
they were in all these sins to guide them bothigitrand by dayThe nineteenth verse says, “Yet You
in Your manifold mercies, forsook them not in thiderness: the pillar of the cloud departed notrfro
them by day, to lead them in the way; neither titlarpof fire by night, to show them light and tiay
wherein they should go.” Only think of it, that yedtay they made a calf, when the sun went down the
fiery pillar still lit up the camp! At that very lw in which they said, “We will make to ourselvesap-
tain, and go back to Egypt,” the cloud was covethmycamp and screening them from the burning heat
of the sun! They sinned beneath the shade of npesiad mercy! Oh, if the Lord had said, “Now | will
leave you; | will give you no more guidance; siry@al will not follow My commandments, go which
way you will,” would you have wondered? If He hadt them to faint in the heat of the day, and grope
in the darkness of the night, would you have begprised? Ah, but let us wonder to think that tloed-
has guidedus as pilgrims through this desert land! He has bgkén both sun and shade to us, even to
this day, notwithstanding all our sins! Had he dieskus, what countless evils had befallen us! d&ds
be His mercy which fails not!

Another marvelously gracious fact was thi still continued to teach therham more surprised at
this than at the other. Read the twentieth verseed“dlso gave Your good Spirit to instruct them.” |
should have thought He would have said, “Mosese @dwn the tabernacle, roll up the curtains, put
away the ark; no more morning sacrifices, no marenag lambs! Aaron, go home, take off your
breastplate and your ephod, and all your garmehtshawvere made for glory and for beauty. This peo-
ple shall be taught no longer; they are incorrigithi is in vain that | dwell among them and watk@ng
them.” No, but still He made known His ways amohgm, and maintained the testimony of His serv-
ant, Moses, and continued to give them those medsltlpes which set forth so fully the way of salva
tion. My brethren, also bless the Lord that thotighhas often chastised you, and given you the lotad
affliction, and the water of affliction, yet He hast taken away your teachers from you, nor quethche
the light of Israel! Still does His good Spirit ggiiten and instruct the people! Is He not a Godlyda
pardon?

Nehemiah also notices th@bd did not stint them in their daily provisiometwithstanding their of-
fenses. “Yes,” he says, “You withheld not Your marirom their mouths, and gave them water for their
thirst.” | am struck with wonder to think that Getlould have caused His manna to continue to fall!
They provoked Moses, and they set up Korah, Dathad,Abiram, but thatery morningGod’s bread
was in their mouths! They came up to speak agd&ust and against His servant, and their tongues
would have been cleaving to the roof of their mautr thirst if that very morning they had not dkun
of the water which God had given them! When depengersons will persist in disregarding our com-
plaints, and violating our rules, we are driverstop the supplies; but the Lord did not stop thapsas
even in this urgent case! Would not famine and ghtinave brought them to their senses? If there had
been no food for the women and children, and niekdior the strong men, would ntitat have tamed
them? Even lions and savage beasts may thus beeaibout no, their bread was given them, and their
water was sure! Was He not a God ready to pardovediher remark here, and it is thiste-did sus-
tain them to the end, and ultimately bring theno itite land of promiséYes, forty years did You sus-
tain them in the wilderness, so that they lackething: their clothes waxed not old, and their feet
swelled not. Their children, also, You multipliedl the stars of heaven, and brought them into the, la
concerning which You had promised to their fattibeg they should go in to possess it.”
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Yes, and | know a people who, despite their siasehalready taken possession of many a gracious
promise, so that they already dwell in the midsColenant blessings! | know a people, too, who not-
withstanding their sins, shall enter into rest. “stall surely bring them in,” for He will bring Hisho-
sen into His glory, and they shall see His facd\joy! Is He not a God ready to pardon? My talalis
too long for me to tell it. | must cease from tpirtion of the history, and ask you to meditaterugo
And as you do so, | ask you to admire our pardodog!

II. Secondly, IT IS EQUALLY TRUE THAT THE LORD AT ALL TMES IS A GOD READY TO
PARDON. It is true of Himby nature,for mercy is an essential attribute of God. We tmever think
that our Lord Jesus died toakeGod merciful—on the contrary, the death of thed_desus is theesult
of the mercy of God. When man sinned, God wasnglinough to pardon him, for the death of a sin-
ner is no pleasure to Him. Judgment is His stramg.

The way in which He came to Adam, at the first,vgd0 His mercy. He came, if you remember, in
the cool of the day—not at the instant the crims wammitted. God is not in a hurry to accuse man or
to execute vengeance upon him. He therefore waitéitithe cool of the day. He did not address rebel
lious man in the language of indignation, but Hedky said, “Adam, where are you?” And when he had
guestioned the guilty pair, and convicted them, thredsentence was passed, it was certainly terbolke
oh, how mildly tempered! The curse was as muchaasiple made to fall indirectly—“Cursed is the
ground for your sake.” Though the woman was madieeb great sorrows, yet those were connected
with a happy event which causes the travail todogdtten. There was tenderness in the dread utiesan
of an offended God, and mainly so because almosb@s as He declared that man must labor and die,
He promised that the, “seed of the woman shouldserthe serpent’s head.” Assuredly, the Lord our
God is by nature very pitiful and full of compagsidhis truth is evident when we remember that God
was abundantly ready to pardon, fée Himself removed the impediment which lay inwag of for-
giveness!Being Judge of all the earth, it was essentiafitm in that office that sin should never be
treated as a light thing, but should be duly pusgshest others rush into it, hoping to escape neg.

For the good of all His creatures, as well as lier glory of His own character, God must not allow s
to go unpunished! A judge may be willing enouglpsodon the culprit, but He the Judge, and as such
He must condemn the guilty. The readiness of Ggohtdon was seen in this that on His own He pro-
vided a way by which His mercy might be consisteith His justice. From His own bosom He took His
only-begotten Son, Himself, for He is One with Hiamd God in the person of His Son, suffered that
which has honored justice, vindicated the law, anabled God to be just and yet the justifier ofuhe
godly. Oh, as | see the adorable Father giving igpnell-Beloved to bleed and die for men, | know be
yond all question that He is a God ready to pardon!

And now, the atonement being madad justice being unable any longer to offer amtgst to
boundless mercyzod stands ready to pardoBly the blood of His dear Son, He is able to blat of-
fenses; through the sweet savor of the sacrificdestis He smiles on guilty men; He now delights to
blot into oblivion the transgressions of all thdmttseek His face!

The Lord’s readiness to pardon is very conspicdowssnners because He sends His message of love
to them while they are yet in their sins; He présgrerfect pardon through Jesus Christ to them even
while they are sinners, for “Christ died for thegodly.” | love to think that the gospel does notliaa$s
itself to those who might be supposed to have ldetpemselves a little out of the mire—to those who
show signs of lingering goodness—but it comes to mgned in Adam, and doubly lost by their own
sin! It comes to them in the abyss where sin haketiuhem, and lifts them up from the gates of!hell
“Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinnéfdie Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost.” Jesus Christ’s salvation is like good Samaritan—it goes where the wounded man is,
and pours in its oil and wine into his bleeding wds. The readiness of God to pardon is to be seen |
the fact that He makes no hard conditions witheisnHe does not say, “I will pardon if you suffieis
or endure that penance; | will pardon if you pariahis act of heroism, or that deed of consecrdtion
No, He says, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, ymd shall be saved.” Receive what is freely given—
that is the gospel precept, and nothing else! @ahfess your transgressions, or, in other wordsyitad
your emptiness, and then trust your Savior, andayewsaved!

That He is ready to forgive appears in this yeterglorious fact, that what God demands of man by
the gospel, He also works in him by His Spirit! #as confession of sin, He puts the words into time s
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ner’s mouth; as for repentance, he works in itdin@er’s heart; and His own Spirit creates savaithf
in the sinner’s soul! Is He not ready to forgiveemheven what might be called the condition of pardo
in one light is under another aspedajiti of free grace? See you not His readiness to fergiken He
accepts even the very lowest grade of the neceggsacgs? Of repentance, so long as it is sinceze, H
accepts a tear or a sigh; of faith, though it isdsua grain of mustard seed, He accepts it $f litut true;
and notwithstanding all the faults that are in sher—though his heart is neither as tender asght
to be, nor his knowledge as clear, nor his eyeadh fas bright, nor his conversion as completet as i
should be—yet God looks not at any of these faedtsept to forgive them! The ignorance and short-
coming, God winks at; He only looks at what He saa of Christ in the sinner! The sinner’s pleaisn h
lips is, “for Jesus’ sake.” The sinner’s hope is heart is, “for Christ's sake”—and ittisis that the Fa-
ther looks at! When He sees that the poor tremldmg has embraced Jesus, His own dear Son, the Fa-
ther puts the sin away at once without a word, sy, “Be of good cheer, your sins are forgiven; you
go in peace.” Oh, He is indeed a God ready to pdtdo
Dear child of God, this text has a bearing upon, yn you can see it in yourself. Observe how the

Lord chastens you. “Why is that?” you ask. Why,&wese you have been offending Him! You are His
child, and He is your Father, and He desires tgiveryou, but there is a hindrance! Have you nésir
a difficulty about expressing forgiveness to yownochild when he has done wrong again and again?
There is no difficulty in your heart, for you lovém well, but still, you do not wish him to thinightly
of the fault, and you are afraid that if you at ertell him that you forgive him, he may perhap#kh
that he may transgress with impunity. Therefore ghasten him so that after the chastening has been
endured it may be safe for you to pardon—I meae aaffar abeis concerned! He will not be tempted
to go into the sin through the readiness with whjolr forgive him, for he will remember the smarts
which your love inflicted. Look upoyour chastening as a proof that God is ready to forgeeause He
executes, in His Wisdom, that discipline which éz@ssary for a safe forgiveness. Think too, hoftlig
ly He chastens—

“He will not always chide,

And when His strokes are felt,

His strokes are fever than our crimes,

And lighter than our guilt.”
That rod of His, ah, He never loves it. He doesatftiict willingly, nor grieve the children of meibut
when He does use it, how quickly He puts it up migBrothers and sisters, note how ready the Lord is
to pardon us, for when we have sadly fallen, Heigusly sets us on our feet again; “He restores my
soul.” If you have wandered like Noah’s dove flyioger the waste of waters, the Lord will receivel,yo
even as Noah received the weary bird! Noah puh@uhand at once, and plucked her in unto him, into
the ark, and even thus does the good Spirit pleckuo Himself. He fills our empty spirits agane;
vives our dying hope, relights the candles of ayr pnd makes us, once again, what we had been, and
perhaps more. And then He comes and restores Kisuswn presence, oh so soon! He says, “For a
small moment have | forsaken you, but in great mevritl | gather you. In a little wrath | hid My fac
from you for a moment, but with everlasting merajt Whave pity upon you.” Very loath is He to hide
His face, but very swift is He to come on wingsyadrcy to restore joy to His mourners! Is He notlsea
to pardon?

| have almost done when | have answered a questidhe behalf of the unconverted, and the same

on behalf of the children of God. A poor seekerssimyme, “You tell us God is ready to pardon; why i
it then that | have prayed so long for His mercd &ave not found it?” That was a question | asked
once, when my prayers went up to heaven and setmsdke upon a dome of brass, and were rever-
berated in years! Do you know to what God has psethito give pardon? Do you answer, to prayer? |
think if you will read aright, He promised pardandonfessionfo repentanceand to faith. Have you
acknowledged your iniquity? Will you renounce ysurs? Have you believed on the Lord Jesus Christ?
Come, will you now trust Jesus Christ? If so, ybalshave pardomow! But if your prayers are unbe-
lieving prayers, you are going the wrong way to kVofou may as well hope to win heaven by your
works as by your prayers, for indeed your prayeeshat a kind of work—salvation is lnelieving—not
by praying! Iffaith is mixed with your prayers, then you will succeBdlieving is essential, and if you
believe, you shall have His merngw! “Still,” says another, “havebelieved in Jesus Christ, and | hope
| am saved from guilt, but how is it, if God is dyato pardon, that | am still suffering from thesué of
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sin.” This, my friend, you must bear as long as @alts it. God does not make a man healthy if he ha
brought his body to sickness by sin; neither doesfiHa man’s pocket if he has spent his money in
profligacy. This, my brothers and sisters, is tefbe a thorn in your side—not as a tokemger—but
because you are not to be trusted with health aitlyeand therefore God will not lead you into téaap
tion again. Accept this from the Lord’s hand aseatte chastening! Remember, if He saves your $oul,
little matters about the rest, for it will be better you to enter into life crippled or maimed th® have

all your limbs and the entire world, and lose ysaul! Accept sickness, or whatever else comeseas th
result of sin, and do not think it by any meansvpsothat God has not pardoned you—on the contrary i
may be that He loves you enough to chasten you.

A child of God now says to me, “If God is so reddypardon, how is it | am still a sufferer; | am
still poor, and so on?” Ah, my dear friend, perh#ps is not a rod at all, for remember, “Everyruta
that bears fruit, He purges it.” Not because itrtibear, but to make it bring forthorefruit. You are
God's child, and you have a cross to carry; dolook at it as a token of anger. Was God angry with
Simon, the Cyrene, who carried Christ’s cross dftien? No, He was conferring an honor upon him—

“Shall Simon bear the cross alone,

And all the rest go free?

No, there’s a cross for everyone,

And there’s a cross for me.”
Take it up, for, “through much tribulation” we shahherit the kingdom.” Look at affliction in this
light, and you will see that there is nothing ofanin it.

“But,” says one child of God, “I am under a cloud;annot see the face of God. Why does He hide
Himself from me?” Not because He is not ready t@pa, but perhaps because you are not ready to for-
sake the sin which He is aiming at. Perhaps yow Imeax searched your heart; there is still hiddesheun
the camel’s furniture, some idol or other. Make Ra@get up, and search even in the secret plaggs! C
“Why do You contend with me?” for if like David ardibb you have to say that you are chastened every
morning, and plagued every evening, there is sore&w it. If you have walked contrary to God, He |
walking contrary to you. Take your Achan, and stbira, and then the Lord will come into the camp
again. Tear down the idol, and you shall have Jah'gvpresence once more! But mark my word—
whatever your experience may lieis is true—He delights in mercy, and He is a God yeadpardon.
May the Holy Spirit bless this truth of God to yaauls, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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