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“Instead of your fathers shall be your children, vam you may make princes in all the earth.”
Psalm 45:16.

WERE you ever perplexed by being drawn with almexgial force in two directions? | have been
so. There is a bond which reaches from the cemetbigh holds me very fast and therefore | desired
again this morning to have made use of the solemsitatron which so suddenly removed one of our
friends from us. But this is the beginning of theek set apart for prayer for the young, and | Halte
duty bound to take a part in the celebration analsiist to stir up Sunday school teachers and #m-m
bers of the church in general to pray for the bhes®f God upon the rising generation. Now these
mourning friends expect a consoling word from me-é-#mese children demand that | plead for them
also! | realized the scene in my study. What was do? Between two subjects | might arrive at none
and that was not a desirable conclusion. | watclemked, and prayed, and at last | resolved todyiel
myself to both influences, and | have as nearlp@ssible done so by selecting this text—‘Instead of
your fathers shall be your children, whom you makeprinces in all the earth.”

The text begins with,Ifistead” It is a sad word. | do not enjoy the sound of‘ih stead—well,
then, we must expect to lose some if others admoe in their stead. Alas, these funerals will &e r
peated, new graves must be dug! New friends widlearout we dread the exchange. Would it not be
more pleasant to keep the old workers? Would itbeosafer to have the same comrades in the day of
battle? What a grand Old Guard the veterans woualkiefriinstead”! It is a prophecy that some must go
that others may come. That some must decay, thatoomay flourish. That some must die that others
may succeed them. Our trembling faith hardly liteschange here hinted at, for we are apt to tthiak
those who are to stand “instead” will be very sliomcoming. Where are we to find men to fill the va-
cant places? By whom shall Jacob arise, for heniall® Indeed, there are some saints so eminently
blessed of God that we ask ourselves the quesiidho can stand in their stead?” Moses! May Moses
live forever, for who but he can rule and guidegseat a multitude and with mingled meekness and au-
thority, conduct so great an army through the wildes? Who but he can have such power with God as
to stand between Israel and the divine anger? Vdedwhisper of Joshua as his successor, but good a
Joshua may be, we can hardly endure to see thergap change hands. And Elijah too, that bold iron
prophet, that man of fire and thunder. “I only,icshe, “am left.” Shall we lose him? From wherelsha
there come another? No, if it pleases the Lordyweld rather keep Elijah. We do not like that word,
“instead,” even though we hear that there is ashalito follow Elijah. Too frequent is the fear thia
one who comes instead will be a poor substitutesarndeed only in name. After high hills come deep
valleys, the second crop seldom equals the first,s® great grace and ability seldom continue leing
ther in a family or in an office. We know that Swlon died and was succeeded by Rehoboam—a wise
man by a fool. We know also that Eli, good man #&meé priest of God, had most ungodly Phineas to
succeed him; we would, therefore, keep Eli, if gass and see Solomon forever on the throne, but it
cannot be so, and therefore it is of no use otingidown idly to fret over the future and lamehe t
past. All our sorrow over changes caused by thdatikyr of our race will not alter it, for God has-o
dained that one must depart and another come istéusl.

But, listen, | think that the worthstead if we listen to it with another ear, will soundtca note of
gladness. If one falls, there is another to fillthp gap in our ranks. Comrades, is not this gedsf? If
one laborer is taken from the vineyard, thereilsasiman in reserve to supply his place—does hist t
cheer you? We are encouraged by the belief thahlee Lord supplants one set of servants by others
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He does not, after all, diminish the display of tige and grace and power. No, rather He shows His
independence of any one company of men and His pmaese whom He pleases. After all He puts the
same spirit upon the newcomers and the power resrihagn same though the weapon wielded differs.
Sometimes the change is manifestly for good. EB vadlowed by Samuel, a great improvement upon
Eli after all. We remember too that Moses, allbde#ré was never a man born of woman greater than he,
was Yyet followed by a hero more fitted for the nplase of Israel’s history than Moses would have
been. | can hardly conceive of Moses, sword in halaying Canaanites at his advanced age. That was
fitter work for Joshua and though, in some respelishua was an inferior man to Moses, yet he was
more suitable for his times and more adapted ferpiculiar work which the armies of the living God
had to do. Courage, my brethren, our sons may perisu to ourselves! There is room for it and Ist u
hope they will be. Our sons, at any rate, may tterffor the work which they will have to do tharew
should be if our lives could be extended into aeptiige. | doubt not, we may say without personal
vanity that we have been better men for this age tur grandsires would have been had their lives
been protracted into this present time—and so shalchildren and grandchildren go beyond us,ef th
Lord enable them—in fulfilling the growing demanadisthe ripening ages. God knows best and when
He puts one man instead of another, | have no dihatbtHis infinite wisdom perceives that there is
abundant cause for the change. For life to disfilesh developments instead of the old, is the lath b

of nature and of grace—whether we are glad or isaal st be so, therefore let us accept the divinre a
rangement and act accordingly.

To help us in this matter, let us consider thenpse before us—*“Instead of your fathers shall be
your children.” This may be viewed in a light whialhll revealits gracious recompens8&econdly, we
shall regardts eminent fulfillmentThirdly, we shall look aits happy encouragemerfor it has a very
bright side. And fourthly, we shall rememhg&s practical requirementsinto this last, we shall throw
our strength in the hope that, by the divine blegsholy effort for the coming generation may be
aroused.

|. First, in the promise of our text let us observ8 GRACIOUS RECOMPENSE.

| read you the psalm just now. Now, in this swamtg you noticed that the bride is commanded to
forget her own people and her father's house. \vatyrally this would be painful to her and therefor
the rest of the psalm is occupied with cheeringldyea sight of the recompenses which she may expect
Instead of your fathers, whom you, O bride of Ghaire to forget and to forsake, shall be your cbiig
equally dear to you, who shall occupy that placgaar heart which has been left empty by your forge
ting your father’s house. Do you not see that hesbland’s heart is so full of love to her that whike
takes her right away from old connections and matkascondition of his desiring her beauty, thdt al
these shall be forgotten? Yet he assures her #vatssociations shall be formed which shall yietaten
than equal solace to her. “Instead of your fatiséial be your children.” The practical lesson is-th
many Christians, when they are converted to Goal,na@mbers of irreligious families—and from the
moment of their conversion they cease to have any lreart-fellowship with their relatives, who in
many cases treat them unkindly and give them tlek stwoulder or worse. Dwelling with them after the
flesh, they have to come out from among them dlfterSpirit and be separate, and no longer touch the
unclean thing. However kindly disposed they mayaral grace will make them more so and induce in
them a double affection to their kin, yet they fé®t the possession of grace by them, and the non-
possession of it by their friends, sets a great lgetween them. Let them not lament nor sigh, thoug
their foes should be the men of their own houseHoldthere are abundant recompenses available. You
are to be introduced, my friend, into another hbokt and you are there to form other acquaintances
and other intimate connections, for to you shalfldlled the promise of the Savior, “No man hast|
father or mother or children that shall not receivéhis life a hundredfold, and in the world tonoe life
everlasting.” Do not look back to those evil comipaships and ensnaring loves. Forget the fleshpiots
Egypt and the associations of Goshen. Let themhgy, will do you no good. And now throw yourself
into the work of Christ. In the converts whom ydak lead to Jesus, in the desponding saints whom
you shall cheer, in the disciples whom you shadtrinct and in the brotherhood of which you shal be
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come a member—you will find ample room for all tiéections of your soul, till you shall be able to
say of the church of God—

“My soul shall pray for Zion still,

While life or breath remains,

There my best friends, my kindred dwell,

There God my Savior reigns.”

The law of recompense works also in another quartd comes in to compensate for the separations
caused by death. As the fathers die, one aftethancthose of like years feel that they are leftiadt
alone. To them, then, shall it be true, “Insteagair fathers shall be your children.” Do not giay to
idle regrets and say, “All who joined the churclihame are gone, all those who were the companibns o
my manhood are now taken away. | am left alonethadcause is weakened.” No, my brethren, keep
your hearts young and make yourselves indispengalilee young people around you. The old soldier
must let his heart go out towards the recruitsl@diust make friends of the young warriors. Instafad
lamenting that you are lonely, as | have known saimeand looking down upon everything that is of
the present time as though it could not possiblgdegood as in your own days, throw yourself it® t
present, project yourself into the future, and Itive children for the fathers’ sake. | know whends
much younger than | am now, | used to think the nmeaoffice were such marvelous saints, but then |
did not mix with them, | only looked up to themiinca distance. At prayer meetings and communions, |
thought there never were such excellent peopl&éenwtorld as those pillars of the church. Somebody
said to me the other day that he did not meet wutth good old men now as we used to know in our
youth, and | told him that the men were quite asdydut we were in among them and therefore had
less of the superstitious awe of our youth. Andded that | was myself surprised to find them asdgo
as they now are since our view of them is so musdrer and so much more daring. No prophet has
honor in his own country, nor among men of his age. Distance lends enchantment in many cases.
We have as good men among us now as ever livedyéwnow more about them than of those who
have departed, and we criticize them more seveYeég are, none of us, able to fully compare the past
generations with this present one, because we maran those generations as we are in this. Mem at
great distance may appear to be absolutely petfettwhen we get close to them, spots are manifest
and our judgement changes. Never let us fall ihad &illy state of mind in which we say, “The dear
good men are all gone. The faithful are all dedthére are dear good men still alive and there anem
coming. Do not let us fear that the Almighty willir short of servants. Let us not dream that He with
whom is the residue of the Spirit will allow Hisusse to droop for lack of qualified ministers, ekler
deacons, or other workers. On the contrary, letays “Bless the Lord, whose mercy endures forever.”
We have learned that instead of the fathers skaté children. And we will take as much delighthe
young saints who are growing up as in former yagrdook in those mature, judicious, well-instructed
saints whom the Lord, our heavenly Father, hasitékene. Let this suffice to show that the text prom
ises recompense.

II. Secondly, let us view our text historically in TEBAINENT FULFILMENT. Brethren, all along
since God ever had a people in the world, there lhaen changes. In God’s garden, as in ours, phnts
this year have been succeeded by those of the ‘ifexthe days of a tree are the days of My people,
says the Lord.” As soon as the leaf is formed angpring, if you watch it, there is a new leaf lahet
for the next spring. This year’s leaf opened grélgugrew, came to perfection, and then it begadde
cay. And there is now on the branch a new leafashith is pushing it off and that is what our sons a
doing with us. We must drop off from the tree ofrtabexistence and it is right we should—and we
need not complain—for God has provided some b#itegs for us. It has been the law in the world and
the law in the church that one set of laborers khfmllow the other, and they have done so withailt
It is with the church as with the sea—each wavs,det there is another wave behind it. Sometiines t
wave appears to retreat rather than advance, dguéntly the next wave rolls up gloriously. So mtst
always be and we must not despair that the wavesfal the sea does not die and the tide is stil a
vancing. You may, perhaps, have seen an oliveitrgeowth. | have studied it carefully, for it hdse
charm of Gethsemane about it. It looks like an esithent of sorrow and fruitfulness. An olive is ttvis
ed like a thousand snakes. It seems as if in anyaget it has cheerfulness about it too, for whesn
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tree grows old the young shoots spring up fronmatgs, keeping it always young. | have no doul it
to this that the psalmist refers when he says, fYahildren round your table like olive plants.” The
shoots spring up around the old olive and so é@dimgain. And when these die, fresh shoots appéar a
the tree still brings forth fruit in old age. Thieurch of God never dies, for when one after anotveer
finish our course, others spring out of the eveinrg root and so the blessed succession of grakepis
up in the world.

Now, look back a moment. That was a grand age wvpa¢marchs walked through the earth, when
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob towered above theofomsn. They died, and the church was in captiv-
ity in Egypt, downtrodden and afflicted, yet welherte among them those who sighed and cried unto the
Lord, and therefore He looked down upon the trib#k pitying eyes. Then there came great rulers lik
Moses and Joshua to deliver the chosen seed—andtiwese departed, the judges were raised up. Time
would fail us to tell of Gideon, Barak and Samsaehp each one in his turn delivered Israel. When the
judges passed away, God exalted the man aftemmsheart to lead His people and the kings ruled in
righteousness. When these turned aside, the ligistael was not quenched, for the prophets bote wi
ness and when the lamp of prophecy burned dime tivere confessors who, all through the period be-
tween the Old and the New Testament, still remaiiagtiful to the commands of God. Then blazed
forth the light of our Lord Jesus and His apostées] before the last apostle had been taken away, t
martyr flames lit up the world. When persecutiod kbaased and heathenism had conquered Christianity
by debasing her doctrines, the Reformers shonevithttheir gracious brilliance and these have been
succeeded constantly by evangelists, one afteotther, who have moved the people and maintained,
through the divine Spirit, the gospel testimonyths day. Brethren, | believe that the history loé t
church in modern times is like that of olden timElse apostles were our patriarchs, the Reformers we
our Moses and Joshua, and the great preachersh&imedbeen as judges. And now we look for the King
Himself, even He that shall sit upon the thron®afid and shall reign forever and ever. View higtor
as you will, there is continuity in it. In the dadt times, there has shone forth some bright, qudaiti
star, yes, and in secret places, in holy heartgamdous families, there has remained more otithiee
life and light than the pages of historians hawereed. There has always been a remnant accoraing t
the election of grace. When the church moaned aij $50d has forsaken me, my God has forgotten
me. The fathers, where are they?” God has not Kkersder—He has kept for Himself His thousands
who have not bowed the knee to Baal. And thereahiaen a leader just in the nick of time to sefse t
banner and to rally the wavering host, for as Geesland the Spirit still abides in the church, dedus
is with us always, even to the world’s end, thecession of grace shall never cease. Glory be to the
name of the Most High.

lIl. Thirdly, having seen, concerning our text, its esninfulfillment, let us for a second or so view
itin ITS HAPPY ENCOURAGEMENT.

Brethren, God’s promise is the ultimate hope ef@hnristian and of the church at large, and here we
have it—“Instead of your fatheshall beyour children.” Lean on the divirghall, for it is as sure as the
eternal covenant. As you have to leave the ark@lLbrd behind you and you can no longer carrpit u
on your shoulder, God will provide successors. &¥al Jireh, the Lord will provide.” You have be-
lieved that word in reference to your family andiy@wn livelihood—believe it in reference to God’s
family and His cause. God has provided alreadyiorself a Lamb for His Passover—you may depend
upon it, He will provide what is a vastly smalléirig—a line of men who shall ever keep that Pagsove
Lamb before the eyes of His people. We are suler@, that You will do as You have said—

“Fathers to sons shall teach Your name,

And children learn Your ways;

Ages to come Your truth proclaim,

And nations sound Your praise.”
Do not give way to distrust about the present erftliure, for Jesus lives and walks among the golde
candlesticks, trimming all the lamps and shiningtigh them. The stars are in His right hand, by Him
kindled and by Him renewed with immortal flame. Ybave the Spirit of God still dwelling in the
church to call whomever Jesus wills and to andiatrt with holy oil that they may go forth in the Mas
ter's name. My brethren, to have doubt about thisildl be unpardonable because we are coming to-
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wards an epoch where all the promises declaretaryidDo they not all travail with a glorious day o
grace? We are bound to exert ourselves for theadpethe gospel, for we know that Christ must have
the pre-eminence everywhere. “As truly as | liveyssthe Lord, all the earth shall be filled witle tijlo-

ry of the Lord.” We have received the Word from Goghouth, “He must reign till He has put all ene-
mies under His feet.” We are not taking a leap thi dark. We are not “shooting Niagara’—we are
marching into light—the day has broken, the shadaxesfleeing, the brightness is increasing, thennoo
tide is at hand and perhaps, before this centudg,eme may have passed into the supreme brilliahce
that millennial period in which Christ Jesus sheign gloriously among His ancients. If He bidsnasst

and wait we may, we would cheerfully march on,dar faces are to the sunrise and every hour brings
glory nearer. At any rate, in such an hour as wethot, behold, the Bridegroom comes. And when He
comes, our victory has come with Him. Let us neldito despondency. If the line of battle wavers, o
our ranks are broken by the enemy, remember tlerves, the grand reserves which our Captain is
holding back. And remember the King Himself is cognwho never fights but to conquer. He, whose
presence means triumph, is on His way. Mark theasignd “Hold the fort, for He is coming,” whose
coming shall close your warfare and commence yawmph.

I\VV. I must now come to view the text, as to ITS PRACALCREQUIREMENTS. “Instead of your
fathers shall be your children.”

Well then,if we stand instead of our fathers, what manngoessons ought we to B will not call
to mind your immediate sires, though it were nddisor to many of you if | did so. | will not recaun
the family ancestry with which God has blessed\Ngimperial blood is in our veins nor blue blood of
nobility. Descended from the King of kings, eacinspossesses a nobler pedigree than earthly grince
To be the child of godly parents is one of the tgsiahonors in the world. But | ask you to look &z
your spiritual ancestry, your fathers after theigpyour predecessors in the faith of the Lordu3e©h,
my brethren, what manner of people ought we toabe, as Christian men and women have succeeded
the heritage of martyrs? Who have taken up a cpleseled by apostolic lips? Who have followed upon
men of whom the world was not worthy? Our ancest@e made what they were by the grace of God
and the church of God may well glorify God in thehheir sufferings and heroic fortitude, their lador
and their dauntless courage have left us undensolabligations. Shall we be coward sons of heroic
sires? Shall we be sluggards and slovenly in a wdrich they carried out so well? They built with
gold, silver, and precious stones—shall we degthde work by heaping thereon wood, hay, and stub-
ble? | charge you, brethren, take good heed untw ways by the remembrance of where you came.
Thus would | speak to all believers, for the chuscbne and indivisible. Each tribe of the one seasl
its own history and | leave my brethren of variagighominations to speak to their own. | will now ad-
dress myself especially to those who are knownasi&s. As for us, the baptized followers of Chris
our ancestry as a body of Christian men is notaaéspised. Albeit that the name of Anabaptist has
been made the football of reproach because it wasgfully associated with fanatical opinions, we
may rest assured that the more history is undedstthe more apparent will it be that those who were
the most humiliated were thus treated becausevileey before their times. They bore the brunt ofibat
because they led the way. God forbid that | shouddce you to glory in them and so to wear borrowed
laurels. Of all pride, | think that to be the ma#ie which hides its own nakedness beneath theréatt
banners of ancestry. | do but dwell for a momemrupur past history to excite you to yet more estrne
deeds. Prove yourselves to be these men’s sonsihgy their deeds. Otherwise you are bastards ahd no
sons.

In every effort for civil and religious liberty,uo fathers were at the front. In the utterancehote
divine truths which have made tyrants and priegtkq for fear, they have been among the boldest. Ou
fathers, for holding to baptism as the Lord orddintesuffered at the hands of men who knew no snerc
Their beliefs were misrepresented and themsehgexded as monsters rather than men. In this country
they were, in the matter of time, both first andtlat the stake. On this very spot where you naw si
long before there were any Lutherans or Calvinistsread that, “Three Anabaptists were burnt at the
Butts at Newington.” Our sires were Protestant®teethe Protestants. They were part of a longdine
men who stood firm when the mass of the churchetdithis way and that. They were, in fact, the most
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bold and thoroughgoing of all the adherents of dpestolic and scriptural church and therefore they
were persecuted by prelates and abhorred by pridgten | hear Ritualists talking of their ancient
church, | blush to think that Englishmen shouldrol&inship with the Roman Antichrist, whose yoke
our fathers tore from off their necks. The pedigoéesvery Anglican priest must, of necessity, have
flowed through the Dead Sea of Popery. Our limpidasnlet runs not through that slough of filthiness
but comes down pure from earliest ages. Our dagrand ordinances remain as they were delivered
unto us by our Lord. Neither have we desired tothédraditions of men to them. “Hold fast, therefo
your confidence which has great recompense of kiv@xo not give up your principles, my brethren,
for the church and the world will need them. Nobadn fight the battle against sacramentarianise lik
the man who puts the ordinances in their Scriptpasition as belonging to believers and to beligver
only. As long as baptism is given to those whouwregenerate, the figment of baptismal regeneration
will find a foothold. We must unflinchingly keep twr testimony that religion is a personal thingl an
that only those who have faith in Jesus can paitaktee privileges of His house. Birthright memieps
and vows of sponsors must alike be the subjectsioprotest. By your sires who were drowned by the
hundreds for refusing homage to a superstitioes niten who neither feared Luther nor the Pope, and
were hated of all men and even by Reformers beddgseoccupied a standpoint still bolder, clearer,
and more advanced than all others, | beseech yethrbn, hold fast your Christian liberty and never
cease to testify to all the truth which God hagtawou. May our brethren who differ from us, cotoe

us in this matter, for we cannot go to them—we spellbound by the plain teaching of Scripture and
dare not move so much as a hair’s breadth. May.tid yet give to all His saints to know the “one
Lord, one faith, and one baptism.” If we are indte& our fathers, let us endeavor to continue ttesir
timony undiminished in force and untarnished iraohess. Our brethren of other denominations must
bear their testimony to what truth they know andase the last to deny them this liberty or to despi
their cooperation. But, after all, our own dutythet which we must look to—that we may be found
faithful “in that day.”

The next practical point is this#others are to come instead of us, what are wiagl¢or then?
Looking at ourselves as occupying the present thoey far are we good links between the present and
the future? Others are to come instead of us—aréaliag care as much as lies in us that those who
come in the place of us shall be fit men to mamthe interests of God’s truth? Oh, brethren, ftas a
church, love the young. Let us labor, by God’s grdo gather in a multitude of young converts. et
pray God to bless our schools of every sort andaghehing among the rising youth, as far as treathte
ing is according to His mind and will. A church whidoes not believe in the conversion of childien,
church that, in fact, scarcely believes in the @sn of anybody, is likely to die out. But a ctluthat
lives for converts, even as parents live for tichitdren, will be the joyous mother of a numerousgs
eny and become stronger and stronger.

| would to God we were all stirred up, not meréilg teachers in the school, but all of us, to $kek
conversion of the young and to aim by every mearmsir power to set God’s truth before them and lead
them in His way.

The church ought to look to the tuition, the tmnag) and the culture of her children. All those who
are brought to Christ in youth should be peculiaritched over by us. It is said that Alexander gt
together his valiant army principally through tiagp children from their very birth to the pursuad$
war. He took little children as soon as they cauid alone and placed them in a camp where they pla
things were swords and their amusements were faomahg armor, spears, and shields. These born sol-
diers grew up knowing of nothing and caring formog but for Alexander, Macedon, and fighting.
Thus would we, by God’s grace, train our sonsue alone for Christ, His truth and the souls whoen H
has redeemed; O that our sons might be men of nwar their youth for Jesus! We need workers who
have been in the vineyard from the first hour & tlay—these are the backbone of successful Clwristia
husbandry. There is necessity for far more attartiotraining and Christian edification than hastilu
this time, been usual—and the sooner this istedt better. We need men whose earliest feats ofainen
strength are shown in the gymnasium of the chuyohng athletes trained for war, ready for exploits,
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and waiting to take their place in the Lord’s kegtht their fathers’ side. We shall have a graadmren
the church learns to train her youth in holy eniegs and to employ them early for the Lord.

We know, too, that if we are to have good sucasssur young friends must acquire a noble car-
riage from their childhood. That is a great word—ktm you may make princes in all the earth,” and
we must not be content to come short of it. Whatké&lour young converts princes! Yes, so says the
text—and it is to be done, by God’s grace, if theg imbued with heavenly principles by the HolyrSpi
it—and if we set before them the example of oungely Savior and if each one of us shall try to enak
his own life right royal in dignity of purpose aa@n. The nobility of the text is of a rare sort—ifpres
in all the earth.” Why, a man may be a prince is ¢hwvn country, and have no power out of it—but a
man of high Christian character is a prince irttedl earth and we would have all our children si¢tat
ancient schoolmaster, Jacob Treboniue, wheneveremé into his school, was accustomed to take off
his hat to his boys. When asked why he did so.,epéed, “Because, sir, | do not know what learned
doctors and great men | may be teaching.” He wase gght, for Martin Luther was one of the boys in
his school and | would have taken off my hat to futaktuther if | had been his schoolmaster. | peghap
would have chastised him as well, but taken offtrat; at any rate, out of respect to the man coadeal
in such a boy. Who knows but among those whom waehtdor Jesus, right royal spirits may be con-
cealed? And it is ours to try, by the grace of Godrain those choice spirits that they may benyete
noble. | have read a story which shows how pogged children may be nobles. A minister was once
called in to examine a school. The master saidng tQuestion the boys all through the Catechison, f
they know it thoroughly.” “But,” he said, “do yohihk they understand it?” The schoolmaster smiled
and bowed his head in assent. “Try them, sir.” friieister asked one of the shoeless little boysto r
peat the commandment, “Honor your father and yoother,” and he did so promptly. “Do you under-
stand it, my lad?” said the minister. “Yes, sithink | do.” “What does it mean?” “Well, sir, lagieek |
went over the mountain with some gentlemen to sti@m the way and | had no shoes. And the stones
were so sharp that they made my feet bleed andeh#emen gave me some money to buy a pair of
shoes. When | went home | recollected that motleedad shoes, too, and so | gave her the money to
buy a pair for herself.” That lad was surely onetha# princes in all the earth. And if children, the
grace of God, are taught to do the same and ifursetves shall each one cultivate a noble spirttrof
selfish love, we shall give proof that the Holy i@phas made us princes in all the earth. Oh, beeth
when | think of what the church of God can do fer fioung converts when God helps her, | am amazed
and full of delight. She is a mother whose sons e&eh one, born in king’'s palaces and each on¢ joi
heirs with the Prince Emanuel. All her childrenlsba taught of the Lord and great shall be theinge.

To make a man a prince you ought to give him mdy a noble carriage but a rich endowment. He
will be wretched unless he has some means withhmucexercise the liberality which dwells in his
heart. If | were addressing the young man who atdy been converted, | would say, “My son, take
this Bible in your hands. It is the church’s bestsure and you will be a prince if you will makgour
own by the teaching of the Holy Spirit. Here iseardowment for you which shall make you richer than
Croesus of old. “Give to your children the gosple glorious doctrines of grace. Give to them the p
cepts of Christ and the blessed inspiring examplehvHe has left behind Him. Give them a hallowed
example in your own life and you have done infilyiteore for them than if you had left them an arinua
income to be measured by millions. You shall mdiant princes in all the earth if by God’s grace you
lead them to Jesus, and He endows them with theét $piall grace, so that they are rich in faithdan
zealous for good works.” | was so glad last Montteat | do not know whenever | have been gladder—
there were two young sisters and two young brotbétkis church, two of them connected with this
Sunday school, who were going abroad as missiaariee Prince of Wales set out on his journey on
Monday and so did two princes and two princessé®bthis church. | felt more confidence in sending
my princes out, | am bound to say, than the Royather did in sending her son. Perhaps in the lagt d
of account, India will have more to say of our paa than even of our future king. It is a grandgtor
a church to have missionaries bred and born in\Neraspire to it and already the blessing is coming
Young men, young women, in the Tabernacle, we @okihg for more of you to be our princes in all
the earth. We have some in India, we have som@anSwe have some in other lands who are preach-
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ing Christ, but we want to have princes in all gagth. | shall never be completely satisfied kiigking
over a map, | shall recollect, “Brother So-andsthere.Sister So-and-so thereturning the heathen to
Christ and conquering the land for Jesus.” To timeost bounds of the habitable globe may a princely
offspring go forth from all the churches of theiig God, and may we take our full share of the ddds
privilege.

The last word is this—looking to my young frienseo may be present this morning, as | have al-
ready looked back to our sires and down upon ougsel say to themgre you prepared to take your
fathers’ place8 It was with great joy that, at the cemetery Faglay, when | buried my beloved brother
Henry Olney, | saw so many of our young men presgmt hope of the church—honorable men, too—I
believe worthy to succeed their sires. | thanked @od | took courage as | came out of the cemetery
gate as | saw many of them walking together in €iam brotherhood. Younger brethren, | trust you
will be worthy of your sires, even if you do notcek them. | beseech you, since you are the church’s
hope, do not disappoint us! Young men and young &groonsecrate yourselves early to God and let it
be thorough, out-and-out consecration—you will menegret it. There sits behind me a brother who
could tell you, if he were well enough, how hislgalays were happy in his Master’s service and how,
now, when he speaks with somewhat trembling accémsheart rejoices in the Lord whom he has
loved so long. Young men, follow in his footstelgesung women, be you, also, fully devoted to Christ.

By way of warning, | must add, let none of you poge that because you come of pious parents you
will be saved. Remember Abraham had for his solslamael. The line does not run according to blood
and natural descent, but according to the will otiGAlas, there are some, too—I met one the otagy d
| feel the arrow in my heart at this moment—there some who utterly forsake the Lord God of their
fathers and turn aside to skepticism and sin. Whgoung man glories in infidelity and chooses figr h
companions loose fellows of the baser sort, hisetgsfrom saintly fathers will bring upon him seven
fold guilt. It were better for him that he had nevw®en born, than leave an ancestry which God has
blessed, to turn aside to be an enemy of the afoSérist. Perhaps someone may say, “Ah, but Islhmae
had not a good mother—she was Hagar, the bondwbérivBnsolemn answer is—Esau had the same
mother as Jacob and was born at the same birthEsget shared not in spiritual privileges as Jacdb di
Trust not in your descent. Rely not upon a mothierdss or a father’s piety. Seek the Lord, my samgs,
daughters, or you will not taste His love. “My s@ive Me your heart,” says Jesus—not your father’s
heart, but your own. Yield yourselves as livingrfaces unto God and then, instead of the fathbesls
be the children.

| stand among you like an officer in the midsthdf regiment and as one and another falls, | entrea
you to close up your ranks. My brethren, my chitgr@o not permit the good cause at the Tabernacle t
fail. You will not, I am sure. | am persuaded bettegngs of you though | thus speak. Whoever dies,
stand ready, you younger men, to take their plades/ou get older, ask for more grace to qualifu,yo
not merely to be private members, but to be leaalersng us, that to this church may be fulfilledefer
ermore the promise of the text, “Instead of youhéas shall be your children, whom you may make
princes in all the earth.” God bless you, my betbeempanions in the army of the Lord, young and old
for Christ’'s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Psalm 45.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—45, 422, 145.
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