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“Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, yawuld love Me: for | proceeded
forth and came from God; neither came | of Myselfut He sent Me.”
John 8:42.

THE order of salvation is, first, we believe in therd Jesus Christ and we obtain a change of heart
as His gift, and then that renewed heart lovesLtivd Jesus in whom it has believed. Faith leads the
train of divine graces, not love. It would not regqiching the gospel to say to men, “Love Christ¥éd
to Jesus is an after growth. To preach the gospt cry, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you
shall be saved.” The faith which saves is not, h@rea mere credence of facts in which men feel no
interest. It is a hearty trustfulness in Jesudbfessings of which we feel the need and it ismerg case,
an operative faith—a faith which works—and workslbye. If you have indeed believed in the Lord
Jesus Christ to the saving of your soul, then yeusachild of God, for, “to as many as received Himn
them gave He power to become the sons of God.dufare a son of God, you love your Father. And it
is a rule that “he that loves Him that begat loktes also that is begotten of Him.” So that truetias
the evidence of our sonship and sonship with Gadtended with love—which love to the Father leads
to the love of His Son, Jesus Christ. By this tehall you judge your faith this day, whether ithg
faith of God’s elect or not. If it is a cold assertthe understanding, it will not save you. Buittifs a
warm allegiance of the heart, then it is indeedf#ith which is of the operation of the Spirit 0b

| purpose this morning to speak about our lov€huoist. It may help you if | give you the outline,
first, of what | have to say.ove to Christ is in itself essenti@econdly)ove to Christ is the test of son-
ship as the text informs us. And therefore, thirdbxe to Christ is a test which it is important ias to
apply to ourselves at this time

|. LOVE TO CHRIST IS IN ITSELF ESSENTIAL. There arense graces in which a man may be
deficient and though he may be the worse for te&ti@ncy, still he may be a Christian. But lovel&
sus is an essential grace, a grace of the heemt, hear the vitals of piety, so that the lacktasifatal.
You must love Jesus Christ if you are indeed alin® God.

Now observe, first, thahe absence of love to Christ is the loss of onthefgreatest of spiritual
pleasurs. We ought to pity, as well as to blame the maw dbes not love Jesus Christ. Alas, poor
soul, into what a state has he fallen that he shoat be able to love Him who is “altogether lovély
nor to admire Him who is the “Chief among ten them®’? | met not long ago with a lady who had lost
her taste and smell—a somewhat singular afflictidme fairest rose in the world cannot salute hex no
trils with its pleasant perfume. The daintiest éiathat ever delighted men’s palate has no chaons f
her. She is dead to those pleasures and | couldut@ympathize with her in her loss. Yet, aftérthis
loss of pleasurable sensation is a trifle—it willylast for a few years—and when this brief ligeover
she will possess every desirable faculty; but vehtrrible thing to be unable to perceive the faage
of the name of Jesus, which is as ointment powdt.fWhat sorrow is yours if you are unable tdadas
the sweet flavor of the bread of heaven, or thhness of that wine on the lees well refined which
makes the saints of God so glad. | had rather iné,bdleaf and dumb and lose my taste and smel, tha
not love Christ. To be unable to appreciate HIMhis worst of disabilities, the most serious of nata
ties. It is not the loss of a single spiritual flgubut it proves the death of the soul. It evides the ab-
sence of all that can make existence worth thenlgavyor he that has not the Son has not life—amed th
wrath of God abides on him.
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The absence of the love of Christ in the souljrggaa sign of very grievous degradatiolt is the

mark of the animal that it cannot enter into irgetbal pursuits. You may put before it the mosigihed
ful of studies, but the swine can never realize tadgrieasure. It would be its degradation thaaitmot,
if indeed it had been originally intended for symlrsuits. Man was made for the highest and most ele
vated enjoyment, the enjoyment of the presenceaaf &d the admiration of His infinite perfections.
And when he loses this power to appreciate, adrand,love his God, he sinks from his high calliag t
a level with the brutes. If an angel could be loedemto a dog and yet could worship God and love
Christ, he would scarcely have fallen at all, coredawith the fatal descent of a man who is plunged
into such a stupor of evil that he cannot percémneeloveliness of the Lord Jesus Christ. We gregaitly
those poor creatures of our own race who are urtabteason, but what shall we think of those who
cannot love, or rather cannot love where love ghaeinter? To the poor idiot you may read the most
charming lines of Milton, but he cannot rise toemse of sublimity. You may afterwards pour into his
ears the pleasing sweetnesses of Wordsworth, diaittnating allegories of Bunyan, but he smiles at
you vacantly and you perceive that his imbecile dnm incapable of comprehension. Sad it is that a
human being should come down to this—and yet ntivte the Lord Jesus reveals a moral and spiritual
imbecility far worse than mere mental incapacity-eduese it is willful and involves a crime of the
heart. Generally the non-appreciation of goodnesgtended with an appetite for evil and theretbee
ill is doubled. It was a great degradation for kiveg of Babylon when he left the diet of the royable
to roam the fields with the cattle and to eat gt&ssthe oxen. It was not merely that his madrirsse
him from man, but it herded him with brutes. It molly took away his relish for bread but gave him a
taste for grass. It was a strange madness whiclediking to graze with beasts, but not more strang
than that which makes men feed upon the ashessoivtirld’s sinful pleasures and turn aside front tha
which is truly bread. Oh, it is a worse insanitarhthat which is secluded within the walls of yonde
Bedlam, this madness which can discover beautyenpiainted face of the Jezebel of sin and is not
charmed by the comeliness of Him whose brightnedke light of heaven. Yet, O you saints of God,
remember you were such not long ago. “He came Higaown, and His own received Him not.” “We
hid, as it were, our faces from Him. He was deshiaad we esteemed Him not.” Our foolish heart was
darkened and we saw not Jesus, the Sun of RigmessisBlessed be the grace which has given us
power to appreciate our Savior. May it increaseayard more. Let us pity, as well as blame, those wh
now are given over to the fast closing of theirsetteat they cannot see my Lord, and the shutting of
their ears that they cannot hear the music of ise/ and the deadening of their hearts that tlaeyat
perceive the charms of His love. Alas for the ddgt@an which is manifested in inability to love Je-
sus!—

“That Holy One,

Who came to earth for thee—

O basest thing beneath the sun,

That He, by any mortal one,

Forgotten ever should be.”

To be without love to Christ is a clear proof thia¢ whole of our manhood is out of ordierwould

be impossible for us to be indifferent to the ebaretes of Jesus if we were as God created us. #nd |
asmuch as we do not love Him till grace renewsthis, proves how altogether diseased human nature
has become. The understanding, were it well bathngeuld judge that Christ is over all and befdie a
and give to Him the pre-eminence in everything., Bting biased and thrown out of gear, the judge-
ment puts Christ in the lowest place and paysatadyge to the world, the flesh, or the deuvil, ratinan
to the King of kings. The mind must be altogethebased and robbed of all nobility not to love one
whose self-denying benevolence commands the adpgratitude of all renewed spirits. Did our Lord
descend from heaven to earth to save His enemiesf) Bound on earth in fashion as a man, did He
endure every insult and every misery with the stigctive of blessing others? And did He, at last,
dure pangs never to be described—and all for tke shworthless man? Then not to love such a mirror
of generous affection is to be mean in spirit aagebat heart. Gratitude is no very stupendouseyitiut
it is necessary to deliver us from being guiltytled meanest of all the vices, for ingratitude mastly
be so described. Man despising Christ who diedrfan is a sight enough to make an angel mourn. Yes,
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seraphs might weep with wonder that a creature sadair as man should have become so foul at.heart
God forgive the mind that can be so unjust, so gréed, so bewitched and besotted as to treat Jesus
with indifference.

Man’s affections as well as his mind must haveobee terribly polluted, or he would at once love
Jesus. If the heart were what it should be, it wdove the good, the right, the true, the beautMdth-
ing is more good, right, true, or beautiful thasuke Christ, the Incarnate God, and that the hess d
not instinctively love Him as soon as ever it pares Him, is clear proof that it is poisoned atfdaan-
tain. It is given unto its idols and therefore itlwmot love the true God. If you needed, at thied, to
prove man’s fallen state, you might do so by a slamd arguments, but only one would be needed.
There, perhaps, was never a more powerful demaiostithan that of the first chapter of Paul’'s Elgist
to the Romans, which we dare not read in publics # chapter which contains the most terriblenef i
dictments against our manhood—and every word bé. But, sirs, | take it that all the unnaturadts
into which men have fallen, though they are deelighvcrimson the cheek of modesty, do not so thor-
oughly prove human nature to be corrupt as mant$daving Christ! A certain divine on one occasion,
wishing to display his rhetoric and bring down ugomself the admiration of his hearers, exclaimed,
“O virtue, you are so fair and beautiful that ifuyshould descend upon earth, all men would love”you
How greatly he erred! For virtue did descend ornhgarothed in the most attractive form, the forin o
pure benevolence. And yet men received her notu¥icame in the person of our Lord Jesus, not
dressed in the armor of justice, but in the silkalpes of salvation, bedecked with charity and tende
ness. But men refused her a habitation, denietheecommon courtesies of life, and at last condeimne
her to die. When man crucified Jesus, he did, ashnas in him lay, destroy all goodness, truth, land
liness. Then did he spit his worst venom upon daharyg that is lovely and of good repute, for heesel
ed the most lovely and honored of all beings todauby his malice. Not to love Jesus Christ is, twha
ever your outward character may be, dear frienéntgels and to all intelligent and purified spisibo
are fit to judge, the most terrible symptom of ysubjugation to a malignant spiritual disease which
tyrannizes all your powers and causes you to beppenent of your best friend.

Not to love Jesus Christ is a sure token that weeh® part nor lot in His salvatigrior the first ef-
fect of receiving His salvation is to love Him. Yoemember our Lord’s parable of the two debtore Th
one owed five hundred pence and the other fiftyeyTtvere both freely forgiven their debts because
they had nothing to pay. And the question asked@aing them was, “Which of them will love him
most?” Now mark, the question was not, “Which darthwill love their generous benefactor?” for it is
taken forgranted and who will deny it, that whether forgivéty pence or five hundred, they must love
him who forgave them. It is inevitable that if ybave been forgiven your sin, you should love Jesus
Christ. And if you do not love Him, rest assuredttn His precious blood you have no portion—and
His righteousness does not cover you. Solemn tefl@dHow essential is this excellent grace of love

Without love to Christ it is clear that you aret saved, foryou lack the mainspring of the spiritual
life. We are often accused when telling men to belae live, that we throw a holy life and virtuous
conversation into the shade. If our objectors vearadid, they would inquire whether their accusatson
true, and as the result of that inquiry they woaddjuit us. Either ignorance, misunderstanding or ma
levolence must have occasioned the utterly grogsdiharge, for we have explained, times without
number, that when we say, “Believe in the Lord 3eStrist, and you shall be saved,” we do not mean
that the belief of an abstract proposition will samen from hell. We mean that trust in Jesus will
change the heart and so save the life feom By salvation we mean salvation from sin, s@bwvafrom
the old selfish life, salvation unto holy living.hiB is the salvation that we preach—salvation from
evil—and this, we say, is the result of believinghe Lord Jesus Christ. If these things are g8, awi-
dent that the man who does not love Christ is aged in this sense, for love to Christ is throuigé t
Holy Spirit made to be the mainspring and centoaté by which a holy life is created and sustained.
“The love of Christ constrains us.” This is themtgpower which keeps us back from evil and impsls u
toward holiness. In proportion as you love Jesas,Wwill be holy. And in proportion as your love de-
sus becomes weak, the power of sin grows strond.ifhere is no love to Jesus at all, then theedra
you none of the elements which make up the Chnigtimracter—

“Knowledge, alas! 'Tis all in vain,
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And all in vain our fear;

Our stubborn sins will fight and reign

If love is absent there.”
Not to love Christ is a thing so dreadful that #ne@go do love Him can hardly tell you how they trem
ble at the bare notion of being in such a condit@aath in the most horrible form would be preféeab
Many a time have we sung, and | for one have felt my heart’s core—

“A very wretch, Lord, | should prove,

Had I no love to Thee.

Rather than not my Savior love,

Oh, may | cease to be.”
It would be much better never to have been born tfwd to love the Savior. It were better to gonaia
hilation, if such could be the case, than existcam@nt without love to the Blessed One. Sometimes th
saints of God have grown so warm concerning whduesto Jesus their Lord, and have felt such a hor-
ror at the sin of not loving Him, that they havemounced a curse in God’s name upon those who love
not Christ. Perhaps the most terrible words ine&&8cripture are these—*“If any man love not thedLor
Jesus Christ, let him be ANATHEMA MARANATHA’—cursedthen the Lord shall come. It is the
major excommunication of the church. It is the msmemn word of denunciation that could have fallen
from apostolic pen—and yet Paul felt that he mustewt—even that Paul who could not speak of the
enemies of Christ’'s cross without tears. My dearée though you are the most moral person in the
world and though you are the most orthodox professthe church, yet if you love not the Lord Jesus
Christ, “Anathema Maranatha” must be sounded inr waus, for it is proclaimed in the Word of God
against you.

Who would wish to live without the love of Jesanshis soul! It is the most hideous of all condigpn
for it despoils our life on earth of its highesi@abéy and renders heaven impossible. Until He gyoes
love to Christ, God Himself cannot give you heavéau may take my words in their broadest sense,
for | mean them just as they stand. | say until Glagiself makes you love Christ, He cannot give you
heavenly happiness, for the very essence of hdagm the love of that which is good and true—and
the essence of all goodness and truth are in fdwist. Could you be carried to the place calleaviea
without love to Christ, you would be utterly out wbur element. The nearer presence of Christ into
which you would be brought would cause you termstead of happiness. And the delight which you
would see upon the faces of ten thousand timethtersand who love Him would only provoke you to a
direr enmity and a bitterer despair. Oh, my frieymi) cannot know happiness till you know Christl Ti
your heart beats with love to Him, the true lifenaaever be yours, but you are in darkness and death
even now, without love to Christ, and so you mumti@. It is inevitable that it should be so. Sedve
the first very weighty point, praying God the H@pirit to press it upon the hearts of all who hawe
affection for the Savior. It is essential that ywhould love Him.

Il. LOVE TO CHRIST IS THE TEST OF SONSHIP. Certain modéachers have asserted that
God is the Father of all mankind—and the doctrih&piversal Fatherhood is, | am told, exceedingly
prevalent in certain quarters. That God is the ©reaf all men and that in this sense men are ffie 0
spring of God, is undoubtedly true. But that unreggate men are the sons of God is as undoubtedly
false. How that flesh-pleasing doctrine can be suepl, | do not know, for certainly my text givéso
assistance whatever, but rather strikes it a ddaldly. “If God were your Father, you would love Me.
Consequently God is not the Father of those whoaldove Christ. What do these teachers make out of
the privilege of adoption? Why are men adoptedhifdren by nature? How is it that it is a special
promise, “I will be a Father unto you and you sh&lMy sons and daughters”? What need of a promise
of that which they have already? “To as many aeived Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to as many as believed on Hieriaihat does that mean if everybody already is a
child of God? How do they interpret that God hagdieen His people again by the resurrection of
Christ unto a lively hope? Were we sons already® Here we heirs of wrath even as others if all men
are in the family of God? They make use of an esgiom which bears two renderings to set up a theory
which is destructive of the gospel. | leave thasddfend that statement who care to do so. | belieto
be altogether untenable if we keep to the Word o.G'he Fatherhood of God is to a special people,
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chosen from before the foundation of the world addpted and regenerated in due time, through His
grace.

It appears from the text that love to Christ ie tinly infallible test of our sonship towards God.
Those to whom Christ spoke were by nature and déséany in the world were, the children of God.

If any men who did not love Christ could be theldten of God, they were the Jews who stood before
Him then for they were of the seed of Abraham, wi@ad had chosen. They had been brought up from
their very childhood in the observance of cerem®nibich God had ordained and they bore in their
flesh the mark of the covenant. They were, moredheronly people under heaven that worshipped one
God. The Romans, the Greeks, and all others wetatets. These Jews were worshippers of the one
unseen Jehovah and very tenacious they were abdéart after the Babylonian captivity, nothing cdul
make a Jew worship an idol. Whatever faults theghtnhave, they certainly were not wanderers from
the unity of the Godheadhat they held, and held most firmly. And, moreovegdd people were, no
doubt, made to suffer a good deal of abuse andaeprfor worshipping the one, only, and invisible
God. They were despised by their Roman masters.t@agolite Greeks, with their poetic mythology,
sneered at their strange worship which they consitieo be mere atheism, since they saw no image set
up. The Jew, therefore, stood out grandly as béirany unregenerate man could be so, a son of God.
And yet, as they did not love the Christ, they Imatl God for their father. Our Master tells thent, “I
God were your Father, you would love Me.” And so ples down all pretensions arising from their
pedigree, from their circumcision, from their ritasd ceremonies, from their broad phylacteries and
bordered garments and everything else. Love tosCisrithe great test of sonship to God. My dear-hea
er, if you do not love Christ, you are no child@&bd, for if you were, you would love what your Fath
loves; your nature, descended from God, would nuthné same channel—and since He loves Christ su-
premely and above all things—so would you love S&Shrist with all your heart beyond all the world.

If you were a child of God, you would love Jesus,you would see God in Jesus. He says, “Believe Me
that | am in the Father, and the Father in Me,” madmuch as you are a child of God, you would know
your Father and perceive Him in the Son, in whoneltall the fullness of the Godhead bodily. He is
the express image of His person and the brightokbkss Father’s glory. And as the child loves has f
ther, so would you love the Godhead in Jesus Chtistould be impossible for you to do otherwise.
No, not only the Godhead, but even the humanityusfLord would win your love, for God loves holi-
ness in man and especially in the man, Christ Jesusso must we. All the qualities of His human na
ture were brilliant with His divine holiness ancethfore will be sure to command your love if youdo
the Father.

Every man loves that which is like himself. If yagre born of God, you would love God. And Je-
sus Christ is God and therefore you would love Hinyou were born of God, you would be holy and
true and loving and tender—and Jesus is all that—sanyou would love Him. It is curious how lan-
guage sometimes teaches morals. You know we haveand “like.” We are said to like a thing. But
the word has another meaning—we may be like torgttNow a man always likes that which he is like
and if you are like God, you love God, to whom yae like. And being like Christ, you like Christ, t
whom you are like, for like loves like, or let mays like likes its like. There must be love to Ghiin
the soul if you are like to Christ, which you afgau are a child of God.

If you are a child of God you must love Christcese of His essential divinity. For notice in the
text, “I proceeded forth and came from God.” | di onderstand that expression—nobody does. You
have heard of Dr. Dollinger and a number of learmeth meeting to lay down dogmatic declarations
upon the double procession of the Holy Spirit. Wadbolish task. They were engaged in defining a
subject which they could not possibly understandts-amet to measure the sun, insects debating upon
eternity. We cannot enter into the springs of &, $ior can we enter into the essence of Deitjher
relationships of the blessed persons of the Triritg one to the other. And no man ever undertekes
do so but what he goes wrong, misled by his owsymgption. If any man were to undertake to look the
sun in the face by the day together he would samome blind—the light is so excessive and mortal
eyes are so dim—that blindness must follow. JesusOs the Son of God by what we are accustomed
to call eternal filiation, or what the text cafisoceedingfrom Him and therefore because of that, being

Volume 21 Tell someone today how much you love Jé&urist. 5




6 Love to Jesus the Great Test Sermon #1257

divine and proceeding from the divine Father in samysterious sense, He is Himself to be devoutly
adored. And if we are the children of God, we noge the Lord Jesus.

The text adds that we shall also love Him becafig¢is mission. “| came from God; neither came |
of Myself, but He sent Me.” If we love God, we miste that which comes from God. | know when |
left the village where | was first pastor and whehad loved the people much and they had lovedime,
used to say if | saw even a dog which came frorhghash, | should be glad to see him, for | felbae
to everything and everybody coming from that sfiohatters not how small the trifle—a little flower
a piece of leaf from the garden—you prize it, focame from someone you revere. Ah, that littleesho
of your dear babe now in heaven. Or a little piet¢he handwriting of your dear mother, now with
God. How dear they are! How much more should wes I@hrist because He came from God, and
comes, not as a mere relic or memorial, but aditigy, loving voice. If a child were far away imdia,
and he had not heard from home for some time, arat kast received a letter, how sweet it wouldibe.
comes from Father. How pleased he is to get it. dBppose a messenger should come and say, “I came
from your father”? Why, he would feel at once treepest interest in him. Would you shut your door
against your father's messenger? No, but you weald “Come in, though it is the middle of the night
| shall always have an ear for you.” Shall we tlogis, welcome Jesus?

And then, remember, while Jesus came as our Fathessenger, what a message He brought—
pardon for sin, restoration from the Fall, accepéam the Beloved and eternal life and glory. Ohew
He comes from the Father, comes for the Fathercantes with a message meant to lead us to the Fa-
ther, we who are the children of God must love Homall these reasons. It is not possible that gam
be a child of God and not love the Christ whom Fa¢her has anointed, the Messiah whom the Father
has sent, the Jesus whom the Father has madehe Bavior, the Immanuel, the God With Us, the Fa-
ther’s self-revealed in fullness of grace and truth

That He came not of Himself is another reasordee. When a man lives only to serve himself, our
love begins to dry up for lack of secret springst, Wwhen we perceive that Jesus Christ did not coime
Himself, but was sent of the Father—that His aimd abjectives were not for Himself in any degree,
but entirely for the Father and for us—our hearsthgo out towards Him.

[Il. 1 might thus continue, but there is no need fdo ishow you that you must love Jesus. And so |
close with the APPLICATION. Lend me your ears aeditis a few minutes.

If it be so that love to Christ is essential andhe main test of sonship, come, brethren, doowe |
Him or not? Now, put the question all round. | kneame will say, “Love Him? Yes, that | do.” Yes,
but I will still ask you, for my Lord asked Petdmree times, you know, “Simon, son of Jonas, do you
love Me?” And | do not suppose you are better thater, so | must repeat the question, though you ma
answer it as quickly as he did, for it will not hyou to answer aright three times—but it wouldttar
answer falsely once. So let us put the questionereido you love Jesus?

If I love Him, then | trust Him and lean on Himtwiall my weight.

“Ah, | do that. Blessed be His name, | know | d@&n you not speak with assurance as to that
point? Tell me, then, have you any other hope lessitiat which springs from His dear cross and
wounded side? If you have, you do not love Him. Bybur trust rests wholly and alone on Him, there
are the beginnings of love in you. The root of tetter is there.

If you love Him, you will keep His Word. That ike next point. He says, “If any man love Me, he
will keep My Word,” that is to say, he will rever@ what Jesus said and endeavor to learn from His
teaching. You will believe what He says and desgir&now its meaning. Now, are you quite sure that
you pay reverence to the words of Christ? How abyowir neglected Bible? How about the parts of
Scripture which you have never wished to understzawhuse you were afraid it was a little different
from the articles of your church or the creed otiyéamily? That does not look like reverence to
Christ’'s word. My dear friend, let me put the qimstvery pointedly. Do you want to know what Christ
taught? Are you willing to believe all He reveal3@ you ask the Holy Spirit to lead you into thentys
of Christ? For remember, he who breaks one ofahstlof our Lord’s commandments and teaches men
so, the same shall be least in the kingdom of heand would you wish to be that?

Another test of love to Christ is this, “If youve Me, keep My commandments.” It is not merely
hearing His Word, for that the man did who buils hiouse upon the sand. But the Lord said, “He that
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hears My Word andoesit is like a man that built his house on a roclDoes it “Does it!” Do you
obey Christ? If you do not, you do not love HimtHé commands of Jesus are treated by you as matter
of no importance, then your heart is not with Hifhe child is to love his father, but the command by
which his love is to be tested is, “Children, olyeyr parents in all things.” So with Jesus. If youe

Him you will obey Him. Now search your hearts andK at your lives—are there not some points
which might make you question? At any rate, | thin&re are many matters that should make us pray,
“Lord, You know all things and therefore You knoW ray sins and all my failures, but still you know
that | love you. Deliver me from sin and let me goeve You any more.”

Now, apply that text to your heart in another fotfryou love Christ you will imitate Him. It is &
nature of love to be imitative. The sincerest fafradmiration is imitation. If you love Jesus, youll
labor to be like Him. | am sure you will. Are yoryihg to be Christ-like? You perceive in yourself
many things that are not in Christ—do you long &b igd of those things? And you see in Jesus Christ
many excellences which you have not yet reached.yAu pressing towards them? Then | know you
love Him—Dbut if there is no imitation there is ravé.

Love to Christ may also be judged of by love t@ Heople. He who loves Jesus is sure to love all
others whose hearts burn with the same flame. Hawmwith you? “Well,” you say, “I love some of the
brethren.” Yes, and so do the publicans and sinlogessome of them. Certain of God’s people are so
very sweet in their tempers and excellent in thatural dispositions that | should think the moatked
person in the world must love them. But the tesb ibve them for Jesus’ sake, even though youaann
help seeing their mistakes and faults.

“l love the saints,” says one. “At least, | lovk & my denomination.” That, also, is very easyr f
the Sadducees loved the Sadducees and the Phaosegdshe Pharisees. But the thing is to love God’
people, though you fear that they are in error upemain points—and though you cannot agree with
them in some of their views—and think they dishoGad by certain failures. The Christian loves all
who are in Christ, not because of their soundnesisa faith, but because of their union to Jesosn€;
then, do you love the Lord’s people because theyHas? “We know that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren.”

And, dear friend, you may judge again whether lpwe Christ by this—do you sympathize with His
objectives? Whenever we love another, we begioue the things which he loves. Christ desires & se
this world brought to His feet. Do you wish to d$¢ien King over the nations? He desires to gather out
to Himself a chosen people. Are you seeking togonmHis wanderers? He delights to save the sons of
men. Do you wish to see them saved? Do your thaughshes, and desires run in a groove with those
of Jesus? If so, you love Him.

Again, do you serve His cause? For that love whiever leads to action is poor love. Is it love at
all? The affection which can be contented withooihd anything for the beloved object is so base a
thing that it were a shame to degrade that gol@enenof love by applying it to such a miserable eoun
terfeit. Love Jesus! And yet you have never tauglhittle child His name? Love Jesus! And you are an
orator and yet you never stand up to proclaim ldispgl? Love Jesus? And your gold lies cankering and
your silver is tarnished—and you give none of thiesklis work? Love Jesus! And it never costs you a
night’s unrest or an hour’s distress of mind beeads kingdom does not come? | thank God | do not
understand your love and hope | never may. May @ivd you a better love than this—may He give
you the love which works and shows itself in deeds.

If you love Jesus, you desire to be with Him and ware very glad of every opportunity of having
special fellowship with Him. | know if you love Hinyou will not be happy to live a day without Him.
You will feel ill at ease if He is gone but for &our. If you love Jesus, oh, how you pant for iheet
when you will see Him face to face. If you love Hithere are seasons when you become sick of love
after Him, when you feel as if to die were a flealor a nothing if you might but behold His faceavi{
often, when you have been to the house of God aaddra sermon that has carried you near to Jesus,
you have been ready to say, like Simeon, “Lord, et our servant depart in peace according to Your
word, for my eyes have seen Your salvation”? Whewm lyave had to go back into the world again, you
have almost felt unhappy to think you were boundirtger in this far-off country and you could only
feel satisfied by saying, “Sun of my soul abidehwite, for this world is dark and drear without THee
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| pass the question round again. Is there any@ne Wwho dares not say, “I do love the Savior™?

Then, my dear friend, | beseech you to look thattenan the face, for if you do not love Christ hég
and sincerely, then you are none of His. And yaurane of God’s—you are a child of Satan. “Well,”
says one, “it would not yield me any comfort to Wwnthat.” No, and | do not want you to find any com-
fort, for comfort now would be deadly to you. A gbphysician does not always look to the immediate
ease of his patient—he has his eyes on the cwant you to be uncomfortable till Jesus comforta.yo
| want you to be ashamed of not loving Christ upbili become unhappy about it.I beg you to stand at
the foot of Calvary’s cross and look up and seesleteeding and dying, and then say, “He has dibne a
this, and yet | do not love Him.” | wish you woudg into the Garden of Gethsemane and see the bloody
drops of sweat fall upon the frozen ground, and ks cries and groans for sinners, and then sayd*
yet | do not love Him.” | beg you to look at Himkien down from the cross and laid in the tomb whid t
image of death stamped on His glorious face—a deaibh He endured out of pure love to His ene-
mies—and then | would have you see if you are eileugh to say, “And yet | do not love Him.” | beg
you in spirit to follow Him in His resurrection arid see Him as He breathes peace over His disciples
and then see if you dare say, “I do not love Hiinwiould wish you to see Him, by faith, rising as He
ascends into glory and a cloud receives Him, aed thwould like you to put your hands to your brow
and feel as if your heart must burst while you sat | do not love Him.” | would have you see Him
sitting on His throne in all His glory, adored bymads of the blessed, with every harp string inves
thrilling out His praise as He sits at the righhtaof the Father, and the Father takes delightim.H
Amid that splendor | would wish you to stand angib€o smite upon your breast, and say, “And yet,
alas, this hard heart does not love Him.” How Ihwy®u would get to your chamber and pour your soul
out in a flood of tears, to think that, by-and-blg will come to judge the world in righteousnesd &m
be admired of them that believe, and you, unlessaye renewed in heart, will have to stand amoag th
mighty throng that shall surround His great whheohe and weep and wail and wish you never had
been born, while the dire thought will flash thrbugpur mind, “I do not love Him. He is come to jedg
me and | am far off from Him, unsaved, uncleanseHlis blood.” | entreat you to think of it now, tha
you may not have to realize it later. Believe ie ttord Jesus Christ, O you unloving heart, and you
shall be saved from your unloving spirit and taughésteem Him whom to love is the best evidence of
eternal life.—

“O love beyond all mortal thought!

Unquenchable by flood or sea!

Love that through death to man has brought

The life of immortality!

You do enkindle heaven’s own fire

In hearts all dead to high desire.

Let love for love our souls inflame,

The perfect love that fails never;

And sweet hosannas to your name

Through heaven’s vast dome go up forever.”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—John 8:21-3.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—423, 807, 377.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .
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and 574 _Spanish translations, all free, visit:
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