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“Then call You, and | will answer: or let me speaknd answer You me.”
Job 13:22.

JOB might well have been driven frantic by his makdée comforters. It is wonderful that he did not
express himself far more bitterly than he did. ugatan found better instruments for his workhiage
three ungenerous friends than in the marauding éaher the pitiless whirlwind. They assailed Job
remorselessly and seemed to have no more heactsrgdassion than so many flint stones. No wonder
that he said to them many things which otherwisevbald never have thought of uttering and a few,
which | dare say, he afterwards regretted. Possit@dyexpression of our text is one of those passafe
too forcible speech. The tormented patriarch didtwione but a man of the highest integrity couldeha
done as intensely as he did. He made his appealtfie false judgement of man to the bar of God and
begged to be forthwith summoned before the triboh#he Judge of all, for he was sure that God @oul
justify him. “Though He slay me, yet will | trust Him: but I will maintain my own ways before Him.
He also shall be my salvation: for a hypocrite shat come before Him.” He was ready to appeahat t
judgment seat of God, there to be tried as to inisesity and uprightness. He says, “Only do not two
things unto me: then will | not hide myself from Y.oWithdraw Your hand far from me: and let not
Your dread make me afraid.” He offers, in the woofl®ur text, to come before the righteous Judge in
any way which He might appoint—either he will be ttefendant and God shall be the plaintiff in the
suit—“Call and | will answer,” or else he will take the part of the plaintiff and the Lord shalbsh
cause and reason for His dealings towards him mwvicohim of falsehood in his pleas—‘Let me speak,
and You answer me.” He feels so sure he has not dégpocrite that he will answer to the All-Seging
then and there, without fear of the result.

Now, brethren, we are far from condemning Jolbrgleage, but we would be quite as far from imi-
tating it. Considering the circumstances in whiob Was placed, considering the hideous libels which
were brought against him, considering how he masehbeen stung when accused so wrongfully at
such a time, we do not wonder that he thus spokeitYnay be that he spoke unadvisedly with his,lip
but at any rate, it is not for us to employ hisgaage in the same sense, or in any measure tougusr
self-justification before God. On the contrary, tetr prayer be, “Enter not into judgement with Your
servant: for in Your sight shall no man living hestified.” How shall man be just with God? How can
we challenge His judgement before whom the heaseasot pure and who charged His angels with
folly? Unless, indeed, it is in a gospel sense, wlevered with the righteousness of Christ, we are
made bold by faith to cry, “Who shall lay anythittgthe charge of God’s elect? It is God that jiessif
who is he that condemns? It is Christ that died, nather, that has risen again, who is even atighée
hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.”

| am going to use the words of Job in a differeeise from that in which he employed them and
shall apply them to the sweet communion which weshaith our Father, God. We cannot use them in
reference to our appearance before His judgmentcdee tried, but they are exactly suitable when w
speak of those blessed approaches to the mercwkeatwe draw near to God to be enriched and sanc-
tified by sacred communion. The text brings oub@ught which | wish to convey to you—-Call and |
will answer: or let me speak, and You answer meay/Nhe Holy Spirit bless our meditation.

The three points this morning will bieyo methods of secret conversaticiGGall and | will answer:
or let me speak, and You answer me.” Secorttlymethod of combining the twand here we shall try
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to show how the two modes of conversation shouldrb&d in our communion with God. And thirdly,
we shall shovhow these two modes of fellowship exalized to the full in the person of our Lord Jesu
Christ, who is our answer to God and God’s answer to us.

|. First, then, here are TWO METHODS OF SACRED CONVEREN BETWEEN GOD AND
THE SOUL—sometimes the Lord calls to us and weyeghd at other times we speak to God and He
graciously deigns to answer us. A missionary, sgaas ago, returning from South Africa, gave a de-
scription of the work which had been accomplisheetd through the preaching of the gospel. Among
other things, he pictured a little incident of winice had been an eye-witness. He said that oneimgorn
he saw a converted African chieftain sitting undegpalm tree with his Bible open before him. Every
now and then he cast his eyes on his book andagassage, and then he paused and looked upea littl
while, and his lips were seen to be in motion. Thesontinued alternately to look down on the Scrip
tures and to turn his eyes upward towards heaves niissionary passed by without disturbing the good
man, but a little while after he mentioned to hirhatvhe had seen and asked him why it was that some-
times he read, and sometimes he looked up? Theaifrieplied—"l look down to the Bible and God
speaks to me. And then | look up in prayer andlsp@#he Lord, and in this way we keep up a holk ta
with each other.” | would set this picture beforuyas being the mirror and pattern of communioin wit
heaven—the heart hearkening to the voice of God—Ha@ml replying in prayer and praise.

We will begin with the first method of communidBometimes it is well in our conversation with
God that we should wait till our heavenly Fatheshgpoken—=€all and | will answer.” In this way the
Lord communed with His servant Abraham. If you retethose sacred interviews with which the patri-
arch was honored, you will find that the recordibeg-“The Lord spoke unto Abraham and said.” After
a paragraph or two you hear Abraham speaking th.aéh@ and then comes the Lord’s reply, and anoth-
er word from the patriarch. But the conversationagally began with the Lord Himself. So it was with
Moses. While he kept his flock in the wilderness,daw a bush which burned and was not consumed.
He turned aside to gaze upon it and then the Loo#esto him out of the bush. The Lord called fast
Moses answered. Notably this was the case in tsi@mnne of the holy child, Samuel. While he lay
asleep, the Lord said to him, “Samuel, Samuel,” la@daid, “Here | am,” and yet a second and a third
time the voice of God commenced a sacred commuiNordoubt the Lord had heard the voice of the
child in prayer at other times, but upon this ntgadccasion the Lord first called Samuel, and Sdmue
answered, “Speak Lord, for Your servant hears.W@e it with Elijah. There was a still small voiceda
the Lord said to the prophet, “What are you doiegeh Elijah?” Then Elijah replied, “I have beenyer
jealous for the Lord God of Hosts, for they havewn down Your altars and slain Your prophets with
the sword.” To which complaint his great Master @avcomfortable answer. Now, as it was with these
saints of old, so has it been with us—the Lord @ad has spoken to us by His Spirit—and our spiritua
ears have listened to His words and thus our cononumith heaven has commenced. If the Lord wills
to have the first word in the holy conversation evhHe intends to hold with His servants, God forbid
that any speech of ours should interpose. Who woolde silent to hear Jehovah speak?

How does God speak to us then, and how does Heceup to answer?

He speaks to us in the written Word. This “moreesord of testimony, whereunto you do well if
you take heed, as unto a light that shines in & dice.” He speaks to us also in the ministry of H
Word, when things new and old which are in Holyi@are are brought forth by His chosen servants
and are applied with power to our hearts by theytgirit.

The Lord is not dumb in the midst of His famillgotigh, alas, some of His children appear to be dull
of hearing. Though the Urim and Thummim are no &g be seen upon the breasts of mortal men, yet
the oracle is not silent. O that we were alwayslyda hear the loving voice of the Lord.

The Lord’s voice has many tones, all equally dezviSometimes He uses the voicawnfakeningand
then we should give earnest heed. We are dead ampiidkens us. We are sluggish and need to be be-
stirred and the Lord, therefore, cries aloud to“Asyake you that sleep.” We are slow to draw near t
Him and therefore, He lovingly says, “Seek you Mgd.” What a mercy it is if our heart at once an-
swers, “Your face, Lord, will | seek.” When He aveals us to duty, there is true communion in our
hearts if we at once reply “Here am |, send me.f fdDmost souls should reply to the Lord’s call bs t
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echo answers to the voice. | fear it is sometinaesotherwise—and then our loving Lord has His pa-
tience tried. Remember how He says, “Behold | stanthe door and knock™ He knocks because He
finds that door closed which should have been woipen. Alas, even His knocks are, for a while, in
vain, for we are stretched upon the bed of easearaice idle excuses for remaining there—*I have tak-
en off my coat, how can | put it on? | have washedfeet, how can | defile them?” Let us no longer
treat Him in this ungenerous manner lest He takitss and leave us, for if He goes away from us we
shall seek Him but find Him not. We shall call Hbut He will give us no answer. If we will not ariae

His call, it may be He will leave us to slumbereligluggards till our poverty comes as one thatetsav
and our need as an armed man. If our Beloved ciese up My love, My fair one, and come away,”
let us not linger for an instant. If He cries, “Akea awake, put on your strength, O Zion,” let useam

the power of His call and shake ourselves fromdust. At the first sound of heaven’s bugle in the
morning, let us leave the bed of carnal ease arfdrjoto meet our Lord and King. Herein is commun-
ion—the Lord draws us and we run after Him. He aesuwus and we wake to serve Him. He restores our
soul and our hearts praise Him.

Frequently the voice of God is for oustruction All Scripture is written for that purpose and our
business is to listen to its teachings with opens ead willing heart. Well did the Psalmist saywill
hear what God the Lord will speak, for He will skgeeace unto His people.” God’s own command of
mercy is, “Incline your ear and come unto Me, hesaat your soul shall live.” This is the very gospél
God to the unsaved ones and it is an equally irapbrnessage to those who have through grace be-
lieved, for they also need to receive of His wortldan shall not live by bread alone, but by every
Word which proceeds out of the mouth of God shahrfive.” Therefore one of the saints cried out,
“Your words were found and | did eat them.” And tey said, “How sweet are Your words unto my
taste, yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth.” Gédbsd is the soul’s manna and the soul’s water of
life. How greatly we ought to prize each word ofide teaching. But, dear brethren, do you not think
that many are very neglectful of God’s instructisace? In the Bible we have precious doctrines; pre
cious promises, precious precepts, and above pite@ous Christ. If a man would really live upbese
choice things, he might rejoice with joy unspeakadnhd full of glory. But how often is the Bible tef
unread! And so God is not heard. He calls and we go heed. As for the preaching of the Word, when
the Holy Spirit is in it, it is the “power of Gochto salvation,” and the Lord is pleased by theistwless
of preaching to save them that believe. But alidvels do not hear the voice of the Lord by Hisigiin
ters as they should. There is much carping cnticisiuch coldness of heart, much glorying in maul, an
a great need of teachableness of spirit, and treug\Vtord is shut out of our hearts. The Lord wouéatlg
ly teach us by His servants, but our ears aredaddikaring. Is it any wonder that those professarsot
pray who are forever grumbling that they cannotrhi€adod will be deaf to us if we are deaf to Him. If
we will not be taught, we shall not be heard. Letnot be as the adder which is deaf to the chasmer’
voice. Let us be willing, yes, eager to learn. bat our Lord Jesus say, “Take My yoke upon you and
learn of Me”? And is there not a rich reward fordmng in His sweet assurance, “You shall find rest
unto your souls™? Search the Scriptures that nadwimm the Lord may be inadvertently slighted by
you. Hear the Word attentively and ponder it intybaart. Daily make this your prayer, “What | know
not, teach me.” “Open my eyes, that | may beholchdvous things out of Your law.” Let us strive
against prejudice and never let us dream that wesarwise that we need learn no more. Jesus Christ
would have us be teachable as little children aadly to receive, with meekness, the engrafted Word
which is able to save our souls. You will have @sbkd fellowship with your Lord if you will sit &tis
feet and receive His words. O for His own effectealching. Call, O Lord, and | will answer.

The Lord also speaks to His servants with theevoiccommand Those who trust Christ must also
obey Him. In the day when we become the Lord’sdrkit, we come under obligations to obey. Does
He not Himself say, “If | be a father, where is Mgnor?” Dear friends, we must never have a heary ea
towards the precepts. | know some who drink ingiramises as Gideon’s fleece did the dew, but as for
the commands, they refuse them as a man turnsviremmwood. But the child of God can say, “Oh,
how I love Your law. it is my meditation all theydd will delight myself in Your commandments which
| have loved.” The will of God is very sweet to Hisildren. They long to have their own wills petfgc
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conformed to it. True Christians are not pickerd ahoosers of God’s Word—the part which tells them
how they should live in the power of the Spirit@bd is as sweet to them as the other portion which
tells them how they are saved by virtue of the eaedlag sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Dear brethremef
shut our ears to what Jesus tells us, we shallrrieaaee power in prayer, nor shall we enjoy intimate
communion with the Well-Beloved. “If you keep Myrmmandments, you shall abide in My love,” He
says, “even as | have kept My Father's commandmantsabide in His love.” If you will not hear God,
you cannot expect Him to hear you. And if you witit do what He bids you, neither can you expect
Him to give you what you seek at His hands. An adr@cheart is necessary if there is to be any happy
conversation between God and the soul.

The Lord sometimes speaks to His servants indhe bfrebukeand let us never be among those
who harden their necks against Him. It is not agdat thing to be told of our faults, but it is ash
profitable thing. Brethren, when you have erregpii are on good terms with God, He will gentlydghi
you. His voice will sound in your conscience, “Myil@l, was this right? My Child, was this as it otigh
to be? Is this becoming in one redeemed with puscidood?” When you open the Bible, many a text
will, like a mirror, show you yourself and the spatpon your face. And conscience, looking on, will
say, “Do not so, my son, this is not as your Loalid have it.” “Surely it is meet to be said untod;|
have borne chastisement, | will not offend any mdteat which | see not teach me: if | have dong-ini
uity, | will do no more.” If we do not listen to @t rebuking voice in His Word, He will probably
speak in harsher tones by some addicting provideheeghaps He will hide from us the light of His
countenance and deny us the consolations of thré. §®fore this is the case, it will be wise tortwour
hearts unto the Lord, or if it has already coméht, let us say, “Show me why You contend with me.
Make me to know my faults, my Father, and help snpurge myself from them.” Brethren, be you not
as the horse, or as the mule, but pray to be neadtket in spirit. Be this your prayer—

“Quick as the apple of an eye,

Oh, God, my conscience make.

Awake, my soul, when sin is near,

And keep it still awake.

Oh may the least omission pain

My well instructed soul

And drive me to the blood again,

Which makes the wounded whole!”
Let us hear Nathan as kindly when he rebukes uwshas he brings a promise, for in both cases the
prophet speaks his Master’'s own sure word. Lehask the Lord for chiding us and zealously set &bou
destroying the idols against which His anger i&dlf It is due to the Lord and it is the wisestrseuor
ourselves.

But blessed be His name, the Lord will not alwak&e, neither will He keep His anger forever.
Very frequently the Lord speaks to uscionsolatorylanguage. How full the Bible is of comforts. How
truly has God carried out His own precept to theppet—*‘Comfort you, comfort you My people, says
your God.” What more, indeed, could God have shahtHe has said for the consolation of His own
beloved? Be not slow to hear when God is swiftiteer you. Alas, our mischief sometimes turns a deaf
ear even to the sweetest note of Jehovah'’s lovecaliaot think that all things will work together fo
our good. We cannot believe that the Providencehvldoks so evil can really be a blessing in disgui
Blind unbelief is sure to err and it errs princlgah stopping its ear against those dulcet torfesver-
lasting lovingkindness which ought to make our teedgap within us for joy. Beloved, be not hard to
comfort, and when God calls, be ready to answer, Hind say, “I believe You, Lord, and rejoice in
Your Word, and therefore my soul shall put away mmeurning and gird herself with delight.” This is
the way to keep up fellowship with God—to hear ebmsolations and to be grateful for them.

And last of all upon this point, God speaks to pk®ple, sometimes in the tones whia¥ite to in-
nermost communiori cannot tell now how they sound—your ear mustlithave heard them to know
what they are. Sometimes He calls His beloved tmesme away to the top of Amana, to ascend above
the world and all its cares, and to come to the mhof transfiguration. “There,” says He, “will | stv
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you My loves.” There the Lord seems to lay bare lart to His child and to tell him all the heights
and depths of love unsearchable. There the Loodvalhim to understand his eternal union with Christ
and the safety that comes of it. There the Lor@aés/the mystical covenant with all its treasutEey

the secret of the Lord is with them that fear Hand He will show them His covenant.” It is a sakhgh
when the Lord calls us into the secret chamberyevhene may approach but men greatly beloved, and
we are not prepared to enter. That innermost hedreart communion is not given to him who is un-
clean. God said even to Moses, “Put off your shoms off your feet, for the place whereon you stand
is holy ground.” There is no enjoying that extranady nearness to God with which He sometimes fa-
vors His choice ones, unless the feet have beehedai® the bronze laver and the hands have been
cleansed in innocence. “Blessed are the pure irt,Heathey shall see God.” He that is of cleamd®s
and a pure heart, he shall dwell on high, but dryfor God will not draw inconsistent professansl a
those who are dallying with sin into close contaith Himself. “Be you clean that bear the vesséls o
the Lord,” and especially be you clean who hopstémd in His holy place and to behold His face, for
that face is only to be beheld in righteousness.

Brethren, it is clear that the voice of God spetaksis in different tones and our business, as His
children, is to answer at once when He speaks.tdhis is one form of holy fellowship.

The second and equally common form is thatspeak to God and He graciously replies to us

How should we speak to the Most High? | answesf,five ought constantly to speak to Him in the
tone ofadoration We do not, | fear, adore and reverently magnibd@®ne hundredth as much as we
should. The general frame of a Christian shoulduh that whenever his mind is taken off from the
necessary thoughts of his calling, he should ae atand before the throne blessing the Lord, ifimot
words, yet in heart. | was watching the lilies tiker day as they stood upon their tall stalks fatv-
ers so fair and beautiful. They cannot sing, baytbeemed to me to be offering continual hymnsdd G
by their very existence. They had lifted themselagsiear to heaven as they could. Indeed, theydwoul
not commence to flower till they had risen as fanf the earth as their nature would permit—and then
they just stood still in their beauty and showedltcaround what God can do—and as they poured out
their sweet perfume in silence, they said by tegample, “Bless the Lord as we also do by pourimg o
our very souls in sweetness.” Now, you may notlide o preach and it would not be possible to be al
ways singing, especially in some company. But \idar your heart, your whole being should be one
perpetual discourse of the lovingkindness of thedland your heart, even if the Lord is silent, dtou
carry on fellowship by adoring His blessed name.

Coupled with adoration, the Lord should alwaysrhba voice of ougratitude One of our brethren
in prayer last Monday night commenced somewhahis fashion. He said, “Lord, You do so continu-
ously bless us that we feel as if we could begiprtase You now and never leave off any more. Ve ar
half ashamed to ask for anything more because boalwlays give so promptly, and so bountifully.” In
this spirit let us live. Let us be grateful untonHand bless His name and come into His presende wit
thanksgiving! The whole life of the Christian mamoald be a psalm of which the contents should be
summed up in this sentence, “Bless the Lord, O ooy, @nd all that is within me bless His holy naime.
Now, adoration and thanksgiving, if rendered to ®ath a sincere heart through Jesus Christ, will be
acceptable to God and we shall receive an answgeaxfe from Him so that we shall realize the second
half of the text. “Let me speak, and You answer'me.

But, my brethren, it would not suffice for us tonce before God with adoration only, for we must
remember what we are. Great is He and thereforbe tadored, but sinful are we and therefore, when
we come to Him there must alwaysdmnfessiorof sin upon our lips. | never expect, until | getheav-
en, to be able to cease confessing sin every dagwary time | stand before God. When | wander away
from God, | may have some idea of being holy, bbémw! draw near to Him | always feel as Job when
he said, “I have heard of You by the hearing of ¢he, but now my eyes see You. Therefore | abhor
myself in dust and ashes.” If you would have thedUoear, be sure you speak to Him in humble notes.
You have rebelled against Him. You are a sinnemature, and though forgiven and accepted, and
therefore freed from dread of wrath, you can ndegget that youverea rebel—and if it had not been
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for sovereign grace you would have been so stilkerdfore speak with lowliness and humility before
the Lord if you wish to receive an answer.

Beloved friends, we should also speak to God tighvoice ofpetitionand this we can never cease
to do, for we are always full of wants. “Give usstday our daily bread” must be our prayer as lasg
we are in the land where daily needs require dailyplies. We shall always need to make request for
temporals and for spirituals, for ourselves andotiers, too. The work of intercessory prayer nmest
er be allowed to cease. Speak to the Lord, younéra His ear. Speak for us, His servants, whalae
ambassadors to men. Speak for the church, alsad Rée rebellious sinners and ask that unnumbered
blessings may be given from above.

We should also speak to Him sometimes in the laggwfresolution If the poor prodigal was right
in saying, “I will arise and go to my father,” seeaChristians right in saying, “Therefore will llcapon
Him as long as | live,” or in saying, “As long a$ie | will bless the Lord.” Sometimes when a digy
set before you very plainly which you had for a Hbrgotten, it is very sweet to say unto the Lord
“Lord, Your servant will rejoice to do this, onlelp me.” Register the secret vow before the Londl a
honorably fulfill it.

We should often use the languageirdiimate communion“What language is that?” you ask and
again | answer, “I cannot tell you.” There are tfnwehen we say to the blessed Bridegroom of ourssoul
love words which the uncircumcised ear must not.nééy, even the little that is unveiled before the
world in the Book of Solomon’s Song has made mamaa quibble, for the carnal mind cannot under-
stand such spiritual secrets. You know how the aaries out concerning her Lord—"Let Him kiss me
with the kisses of His mouth, for His love is betiigan wine.” There are many love passages and love
words between sanctified souls and their dear laod Master which it were not lawful for a man to
utter in a mixed assembly—it were like the castigearls before swine, or reading one’s love tstte
in the public streets. Oh, you chosen, speak to youd. Keep nothing from Him. He has said, “If it
were not so, | would have told you.” He has told ydl that He has seen with the Father. Tell Hire-ev
rything that is in your heart and when you spegleak with sacred child-like confidence, telling Him
everything. You will find Him answering you withrfaliar love and sweet will be the fellowship thus
created.

Thus | have shown you that there are two formb@fbeliever's communion with God.

Il. Let us now consider THE METHOD OF THE COMBINATIONFO'HE TWO. With regard to
this subject | would say th#ttey must be united@rethren, we sometimes go to prayer and we wawt G
to hear us, but we have not heard what God haaytoThis is wrong. Suppose a person neglects the
hearing of the Word of God, but is very fond of yae? | feel certain that his prayer will soon beeom
flat, stale, and unprofitable, because no conviersatan be very lively which is all on one side.eTh
man speaks, but he does not let God speak, anefadherhe will soon find it hard to maintain theneo
versation. If you are earnest in regular prayet,dmunot as regularly read or hear the Scriptuyesr
soul gives out without taking in and is very aptda dry. Not only thoughts and desires will fldogit
even the expressions will become monotonous. Ifgamsider how it is that your prayer appears t& lac
vivacity and freshness, the probable reason is yhatare trying to maintain a maimed fellowship.
When conversation is all one-sided, do you wonldat it flags? If | have a friend at my house tomjgh
and we wish to have fellowship with each other,ustmot do all the talking, but | must wait for htm
answer me or to suggest new topics, as he mayepléasl if he is wiser than | am, there is the more
reason why | should play second in the conversati@hleave its guidance very much to him.

It is such a condescension on God’s part to spathkus that we ought eagerly to hear what He has
to say. Let Him never have to complain that we ¢drour ears away from Him. At the same time, we
must not be silent ourselves, for to read the 8oms, to hear sermons and never to pray would not
bring fellowship with God. That would be a lame ¢ersation. Remember how Abraham spoke with
God again and again, though he felt himself to liedoist and ashes? Remember how Moses pleaded?
Do you remember how David sat before the Lord dwed tspoke with his tongue? Above all, remember
how Jesus talked with His Father as well as listanehe voice from heaven. Let both forms of canve
sation unite and all will be well.
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Again, it will be well sometimes teary the order Dear Mr. Muller, who is a man living near to
God, whose every word is like a pearl, said theotlay, “Sometimes when | go into my closet to pray
| find | cannot pray as | would. What do | do thaiBy, since | cannot speak to the Lord, | beg thedL
to speak to me and therefore | open the Scriptamelsread my portion. And then | find the Lord gives
me matter for prayer.” Is not this a suggestiomoich weight? Does it not commend itself to your-spi
itual judgement? Have you not observed that whenebody calls to see you, you may not be in a fit
condition to start a profitable conversation? Bugdur friend will lead, your mind takes fire andwy
have no difficulty in following him. Frequently vill be best to ask the Lord to lead the sacredreon
sation, or wait awhile till He does so. It is added thing to wait at the posts of His door, expgca
word of love from His throne. It is generally beist,communion with God, to begin with hearing His
voice, because it is due to His sacred majestywieashould first hear what He has to say to us. knd
will especially be best for us to do so when we ¢ of order for communion. If the flesh, in wseak-
ness, hampers the spirit, then let the Bible repdome before the praying, that the soul may bekawa
ened thereby. Still, there are times when it wdl letter to speak to our heavenly Father at onme. F
instance, if a child has done wrong, it is veryevis him to run straight away to his father, befbig
father has said anything to him, and say, “Fathkeave sinned.” The prodigal had the first word aod
should our penitence seek for speedy audience andifself out like water before the Lord. Some-
times, too, when our heart is very full of thankiess, we should allow praise to burst forth at once
When we have received a great favor, we oughtoatatit till the giver of it speaks to us, but the-m
ment we see Him we should at once acknowledge ralgbtedness. When the heart is full of either
prayer or praise, and the presence of Jesus jdfethe power of the Holy Spirit, we begin addmegs
the Lord with all our hearts. The Lord has spoked iis for us to reply at once.

On the other hand, when for wise reasons our iosidlent unto us, it is well to take with us words
and come to Him. If you have read your Bible andehizlt no visit from the Holy Spirit, or if you ke
heard a sermon and found no dew from the Lord @itbgnit, then turn at once to prayer. Tell the Lord
your condition and entreat Him to reveal Himselfytmi. Pray first and read afterwards, and you will
find that your speaking with God will be repliedlig His speaking to you through the Word. Take the
two methods—commonsense and your own experiendeggwide you—and let sometimes one come
first and sometimes the other.

But let there be a reality about batMockery in this matter is deadly sin. Do not@id’'s Word be
before you as a mass of letterpress, but let tlok Ispeak to your soul. Some people read the Bible
through in a set time and in great haste—they njigdttas well never look at it at all. Can a madem
stand a country by merely tearing through it adibavay pace? If he desires to know the characté¢hef
soil and the condition of the people, he walksuesy through the land and examines with care. &od’
Word needs digging or its treasures will lie hiddére must put our ear down to the heart of Screptur
and hear its living throbs. Scripture often whispaather than thunders, and the ear must be duly
trained to comprehend its language. Resolve enygatigti “I WILL HEAR what God the Lord shall
speak.” Let God speak to you and in order that g do so, pause and meditate, and do not proceed
till you grasp the meanings of the verses as fah@sSpirit enables you. If you do not understanies
passages, read them again and again, and remetibegaod to read even those parts of Scripture
which you do not understand, even as it is goodafohild to hear his father’s voice whether he unde
stands all his father has to say or not. At ang, ritith finds exercise in knowing that God nevsgaks
in vain, even though He is not understood. HeaMtoed till you understand it. While you are listegj
the sense will gradually break in upon your soul, inind that you listen with opened ears and wgllin
heart. When you speak to God, do not let it beamlderm, for that is an insult to the Most Highthe
heart is absent, it is as wicked to say a pray#o &g prayerless. If one should obtain an audiehéter
Majesty and then should read a petition in whichtduk no interest, which was, in fact, a mere get o
words, it would be an insult of the worst kind. Barer lest you thus insult the Majesty of heaven!

lIl. The last thought is only meant to be dropped bejorefor you to enlarge upon it at your lei-
sure—THE BLESSED REALIZATION OF THESE TWO FORMS @OMMUNION IN THE PER-
SON OF CHRIST. “Call and | will answer.” Infinite ajesty of God, call upon me and ask for all You
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can ask, and | bless You that | have an answeYdor. Ask Your poor servant for all You can demand
of him and he will gladly reply. Brethren, do yoskan wonder—*How can we answer Him?” The an-
swer is clear—“By bringing Jesus to remembranceuf Oord Jesus Christ is man’s complete answer to
God.

Divine justice demands death as the penalty cf-bi@ehold the Son of God taken down from the
cross because He was surely dead, wrapped indtieeslof the grave and laid in Joseph’s tomb. God’s
justice demands suffering, demands that the sipeebandoned of God. See yonder cross and hear the
cry, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”dat God, You have, in Jesus, all the suffering
Your justice can ask, even to death itself. Godknless righteously demands a life of obedience—man
cannot be right before God unless he renders peasterlience to the law. Behold our answer, we bring
a perfect Savior's active and passive obedienceland down at Jehovah's feet—what more can He
ask for? He requires a perfect heart and an unbleediperson, and He cannot accept less than aperfe
manhood. We bring the Father His Only-Begotten,3ba of Man, our Brother. And here is our an-
swer—there is the perfect Man, the unfallen Heathefrace. Oh, never try to reply to God with any
other answer than this. Whatever He asks of yanghtim your Savior. He cannot ask for more. You
bring before Him that which fully contents Him, fble Himself has said, “This is My beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased.” Let your answer then @jtistice of God be Christ.

But | said that Christ fulfilled the other purposte is God’s answer to us. What have you to ask of
God this morning? Are you so far away from Him tiati inquire, “How can | be saved?” No answer
comes out of the excellent glory except Christloa dross—that is God’s answer—believe in Him and
live. By those wounds, by that bloody sweat, byt thecrificial death you must be saved. Look you
there! Do you say unto the Lord, “I have trustedi§€thbut am | secure of salvation?” No answer come
but Christ risen from the dead to die no more. Déwts no more dominion over Him, and He has said,
“Because | live, you shall live also.” The risenr{Shis the Lord’s assurance of our safety for mtgr
Do you ask the Lord, “How much do You love me?” Yioave asked a large question, but there is a
large answer for you. He gives His Son—behold whahner of love is here! Do you inquire, “Lord,
what will You give me?” His Son is the answer tattiquestion also. Behold these lines written on His
bleeding person, “He that spared not His own Samdelivered Him up for us all, how shall He not,
with Him, also freely give us all things?” Wouldyomeed more? Do you say, “What sign do You show
that all these things are so?” He gives you Chnidieaven. Yes, if you ask, “Lord, what shall Your
servant be when You have completed Your work oEgrapon me?” He points you to Jesus in glory,
for you shall be like Him. If you ask what is to peur destiny in the future, He shows you Chrisheo
ing a second time without a sin-offering unto sabtwa Dear friend, you can ask nothing of your God,
but what He gives you at once a reply in Jesuswdtt blessed talk is that when the Christian’s thear
says Jesus, and the Christian’'s God says Jesusioandweet it is when we come to Jesus and rest in
Him and God is in Jesus and makes Him His reswvérelhus do believers and their God rest together
in the same Beloved One. May the Lord add His blgs® our meditation and make this kind of com-
munion common among us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Psalm 84 aml 85.
HYMN FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—84 (SONG llI), 95 (SO NG llI), 782.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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