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“He that believes on the Son of God has the witnheskimself.”
1 John 5:10.

IT is a part of the theory of Ritualism, that issay, Anglicized Popery, that no man can know his
sins forgiven unless he is assured so by a priésty tell us that to know ourselves saved we must e
ther have a revelation from heaven, which we mayerpect, or we must walit till the day of judgement
or else some duly authorized “spiritual father” mpsonounce us absolved. They cannot suppose any
other method of being assured of forgiveness. Th#te theory and in practice it comes to thist tha
when anything troubles your conscience you mustenaklean breast of it to this, so-called, learned
“minister,” alias parish priest, and tell him whatever things youehdwene, answering all questions he
may choose to put to you, whether they are cleanhmther they are unclean. And only then will he
give you absolution in the name of God, claimingpée—mark you, | am not saying what they do not
say, for | quote from one of the most popular @iitimanuals, entitled, “Steps to the Altar’—claimjn
say, to be “a trustee from God, and commissioneHiby as His ministerial deputy, to hear, and judge,
and absolve.” That is the theory, a very attractwe too, to human nature, for man, by naturenis a
idolater, that is to say, he desires somethingiltda@nd visible, to revere and trust in. The gbaris
which cried out in the wilderness, “Make us godgaddbefore us, for as for this Moses which brought
up out of the land Egypt, we know not what has bezof him,” is still alive and craves for idols—and
delights to find them either in the form of priestssacraments. As for faith in the unseen purgiyta-
al worship, and simple reliance upon the promis&od, these are not according to human nature, and
wherever you discover them, they are the giftshef ldoly Spirit. Man’s idolatry loves priestcraftcan
therefore, we should not be astonished if Rituaksene to become more and more popular and subju-
gate the whole land. Confidence in priestly povgssms to afford the soul an easy way of comingnto a
anchorage. To come directly to Jesus Christ wighwthole heart needs thought, consideration, and hea
work—>but to confess to a priest and get his asserar pardon is a method much less difficult, less
spiritual, and consequently, more agreeable to nunzure. What need is there of being born again
from above when a little water will do it? What dee there of feeding upon Christ when bread and
wine are the same thing? What need is there olitreess from above when every curate can assure
you that you are pardoned? What need is therdk, loAshe witness of the Holy Spirit, when any aat
person can pronounce you absolved?

I would in all kindness speak with those who aréandage to this delusion and suggest a few ques-
tions. You think it more easy to believe in a mapanted by God than to believe in Christ Himskift
may there not be a doubt or two about the man®ristipossible that he has not been rightly ordgine
or that he himself when he speaks does not meahhehgays? Remember, everything depends upon his
ordination and intention. Do you say, “Oh, but becertified by the church”? But are there not grave
guestions as to the church? Can apostolic succebsiproven? It is the idlest of romances. The €inur
of Rome has struggled to prove her own descent fPeter, but fails at the very beginning—and we
may be doubly sure that the Anglican Church id sibre at sea. She calls the Nonconformists schis-
matic in reference to herself, but what is sheegard to the Church of Rome? She has no apostalic s
cession, in the sense in which the expressiondegastically used, and should be ashamed ohgetti
up the fraudulent presence. Her godly ministerehihe same apostolic successor as all true sergfints
Christ have and no more. No man has such a pedigrée entitle him to represent the eternal God and
stand between the Father and men’s souls. The cda@$ gross an imposition as that of the fortuleste

Volume 21 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. 1




2 The Priest Dispensed With Sermon #1250

who pretends to prophecy. Hark you, my friends,ehyou no manliness? Does it not seem to you, as it
does to me, to be a monstrously degrading thingyina should prostrate yourselves before a maa, lik
yourselves, and believe that he can pronouncedhsop of your sins? This precious, “Steps to the Al
tar,” says, “Let the manner of your confession @ ihumble posture, on your knees, as being made to
God rather than man.” Mark you this, you are tadgan on your knees to the man whom the State ap-
points to superintend the religion of your parig$¥hat is it but Brahmanism, mislabeled Christianity?
The whole drift of the scheme is to elevate a cldrcaste and lay all the rest of mankind at tfest.
This is the reverse of the religion of the New &estnt which says that all believers are a royaspri
hood, made by the Lord Jesus kings and priests@atb Is not Ritualism quite sure to grow into Pop-
ery, no, is it not full-blown Popery already? Wilhot, once again, reduce the world to slaveryaurah
arch-priest at Rome or Canterbury if it is allovtedhave its way?

And what say the Scriptures? “There is one Medibetween God and man, the man Christ Jesus.”
Why should we set up other mediators and go to tfegrabsolution when our Lord Jesus receives all
who come to Him? Do you see in the New Testamepntrage of such assumptions on the part of God’s
ministers? Does the Gospel say, “He that believes ia baptized shall be savefl,absolved by a
priest? That interpolation is foreign to the Gospel. fiBee in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be
saved” is the Gospel according to the Scriptur€enfess to the priest and you shall be forgiverihes
Gospel of the Vatican. Everywhere the Scripturésaabin to come into personal contact with his recon
ciled God in Christ Jesus. The first resolutiontttd awakened sinner is, “I will arise and go untp m
Father.” It is not, “I will arise and go unto thathorized minister who stands between me and my Fa-
ther.” It is not, “I will resort to sacraments andremonies,” but, “I will go to my Father.” In fadhe
whole objective of the Gospel is to bring us neaGbd in Christ Jesus and to put down every interpo
ing medium. He who rent the veil of the temple daded this priestly business.

This morning my business is to show that themeoisneed of a certificate from any man as to our
being forgiven, for‘'He that believes has the witness within him&seHe does not need a new revela-
tion. He does not need to wait till the Day of Juggt—he is forgiven, and he knows it, and knows it
infallibly, too—by a witness which is within him$eOf that | shall speak, and may the Spirit of God
help us to get at the real truth. Yes, | would tdGhat all who hear me this day would believe um o
Lord Jesus Christ and have the witness of His salvan themselves.

Let me, first of all, say a word or two about thay in which we are saved, theodus operandof
salvation, as we find it described in the Scripgutdere it is in a nutshell. We have all broken Gdaw
and we are justly condemned on account of it. Gohfinite mercy, desiring to save the sons of men
has given His Son, Jesus, to stand in the roorogpknd stead of as many as believe in Him. Jesus b
came the substitute of His people and sufferetieir stead, and for them the debt of punishmentidue
God was paid by Jesus Christ upon the cross ofa@ahAll who believe in Him are, thereby, cleared
before the bar of divine justice. Now, the Lord imgvgiven His Son has revealed this great factism H
Word. Here it is in this inspired Book—the full &ment of it—to this effect, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputingethtrespasses unto them, and that whoever believes
in the Lord Jesus Christ has everlasting life. Tiki§&od’s testimony. We, who are here presenttor a
least the bulk of us, know that it is God’s testim@and all we have to do in order to realize trsiiteof
Christ’s passion is simply to believe the testimofysod concerning it and rest upon it. The argumen
runs thus—Christ saves those who trust Him. | tHist and therefore, | am saved. Jesus Christ sdfer
for the sins of His people. His people are knowrth®jr believing in Him. | believe in Him and there
fore, He died for my sins and my sins are blottetl ®his is the summary of the transaction. Godss t
timony concerning His Son is at first believed, giynbecause God says so and for no other reasah. An
then there grows up in the soul other evidencenegessary to faith, but very strengthening to it—
evidence which springs up in the soul as the redfuidith, and is the witness referred to in owtte
“He that believes has the witness in himself.” Ehex no need for the intervention of any second or
third party here. The man has trusted Christ aed@bspel for himself and proved it to be true—what
service can that gentleman in a long coat renddrirt® What more evidence can he bring with his
Prayer Book or without it? The matter is as cleath& sun. What is the need of his tallow candles?
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We shall try to answer three questions today leydild of our text-How come we to be believers
SecondlyHow know we that believers are sa¥eshd thirdly,How know we that we are believers

. HOW COME WE TO BE BELIEVERS? Beloved friends, yomokv how faith arises in the heart
from the human point of view. We hear the Gospe,agcept it as the message of God, and we trust
ourselves to it. So far it is our own work—anditdbe remembered that in every case faith is andtmu
be the act of man. The Ho8pirit never believes for anybody—each man mussqelly believe. We
cannot be saved by the faith of another, even thdbgt other would be divine. Each one of us must
himself believe. But having said that, let us rerhenthat the Godward history of our believing istgu
another thing, for true faith is always the gift@bd and the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Sipir
brings us to perform the act of faith by which we aaved and the process is after this mannergthou
varying in different individuals—first, we are brgit attentively to listerto the old, old story of the
cross. We have heard it a great many times, perbapsow we hear with opened ears, anxiously desir
ing to know the inner sense. While we are so ligggrthe Word commends itself to us—it awes us by
its majesty of holiness. It attracts us by its Itgani love and we perceive that it is truly the Waf
God. Thus, faith comes by hearing, and hearindhbyYord of God. Attentive hearers, earnestly listen
ing, very seldom remain unbelievers long. The dipal hearer, who is satisfied to sit through & se
mon but does not care to understand it, missebldssing. The diligent reader of the Bible, reading
with prayer, is very unlikely to remain unsaved—edseflong the Spirit of God, who works through the
Word, applies some portion or other of Holy Scriptto the soul with power—and the reader is brought
to faith. We believe, then, not because a clepeaton or a crowd of clerics assure us that théeBsb
inspired, but because the Spirit of God, workinghwhe Word, commends it to our consciences and to
our understandings and therefore, we believe. Ylugenerally find that unbelievers do not read the
Bible, and do not hear the Gospel—how can theyetelin Him of whom they have not heard? If they
will not consider the Gospel candidly, how can te&pect to believe it?

Further,the Holy Spirit is also pleased to make us conscmuour sinfulnessour danger, and our
inability. And this is a great way towards faith@nrist, for the great difficulty in believing iredus is
that men believe in themselves. But when they discthat their lives, which they thought commenda-
ble, are censurable—and when they find out that tiaive strength is feebleness itself—they arent
prepared to believe in God’s salvation. When a weam no longer rely upon himself, he cries to the
strong for strength. Thus the Spirit of God leaslsaufaith by driving us out of self-confidence.

Moreover, while attentively hearingje perceive the suitability of the Gospel to ousecdVe feel
ourselves sinful and rejoice that our great Sulttstibore our sin, and suffered on its account,\aed
say, “That substitution is full of hope to me; sdlen by an atonement is precisely what | desirg. M
conscience can rest here.” We learn that Jesus bgmater, to cleanse our nature as well as to take
away our guilt, and we say, “That also meets mydrieBtudying the great doctrine of the cross, it
strikes us as being full of the wisdom and lovesoid, and as suitable for our case as bread ih&iita
for hunger, or water for thirst. And our moral insts, by an inner witness which we cannot furither
scribe, leap to the conclusion that this must be &nd therefore, we believe it. You see, firsigive an
attentive hearing to the Gospel, then we receiyehb Spirit of God, a consciousness of our neeit, of
and then we discover the suitability of it to meat need. And by that process, we are led onward to
genuine faith in Christ.

There is but one more step, and thatvs,accept Jesus as set forth in the Gospel place all our
trust in Him. He is set forth as the Savior of madk bringing life and peace to all who trust Hiwe
hear a voice that says, “Whosoever will, let hirmecand take the water of life freely.” We see the-S
ior Himself standing with outstretched arms andrgy“If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and
drink.” And being assured of the freeness as bef@avere of the suitability of the atonement, we ac
cept it and thus we exercise the faith of God'stel&/e have gone through a process which has di-
vorced us from every other confidence and broughtourest on that which God has set forth to be a
propitiation, even the finished work, the blood aigthteousness of Christ.

When the soul accepts the Lord Jesus as Sa&Wierbelieves in Him as Gddy she says, “How can
He have offered so glorious an atonement had Hédeeh divine? How could God set Him forth to
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make propitiation for the sons of men had He nanbequal to the task, a task requiring an infinde
ture?” We worship the Son of God. In Him we restl @am Him we lean. We find in Him all that we
need. This is why we believe then, and the protesssimple and logical one. The mysterious Spirit
works us to faith, but the states of mind throudticlv He brings us follow each other in a beautyfull
simple manner.

Now, in all this | see no room for a priest at &lbr the preacher, there is a niche, for, “How tteay
hear without a preacher?” But the priest with hitharity as an interpolation, like the fifth whesfl a
steam engine, he is of no possible service andd deal in the way. He deserves to be called “@1sup
fluity of naughtiness.” God’s Word convinces mysea, and God’s Spirit wins my heart to faith in Je-
sus—what more under heaven do | need as a reastaiti? That gentleman with the gown on has no
more to do with the business than if he did nostetilis intervention to tell me, by authority, thhe
Gospel is true and that | am absolved, is as ridiuas the conduct of that little African poteatatho,
as soon as he has eaten the few morsels of cavhimh adorn his majestic table, bids a herald piot!
east, west, north, and south, that all other kingke world are now permitted, by his graciousessj,
to have their dinners. Probably they have neverchehthe permission and have suffered no evil from
being ignorant of it. Who is this fellow that heositd take so much upon himself? Having been brought
to rest in Jesus as my Savior by a perfectly restslerprocess, by a chain of argument in which net o
link is deficient, | care nothing whatever for aof§icial confirmation from the gentleman in the gow
who has no argument, but bids me believe becaubasibeen ordained. | need no confirmation of what
God speaks. Twice two will be four whether the glapriest says so or not, and God’s testimonyues tr
quite independently ddll the gowns and surplices in and out of the robeamsalshop. If Her Majesty
should give me the title deeds of an estate, sigthe transfer with her own hand and seal, | should
smile at the lackey who should kindly offer to dds authority to her Majesty’s act and deed. Whieee
word of a king is, there is power, and this is pneently true where the Word of the King of kings i
concerned. | have believed in Jesus Christ as Ketiforth on the authority of God Himself, and who
are you, Sir Priest, to come between me and God? t¥lb the penitent, “You are to look upon the
priest, as he is trustee from God, and commissitwyadim as His ministerial deputy, to hear and gidg
and absolve you.” Away with such blasphemous faledh We want no deputies, for we have Christ
Himself. You and your authority may go packing.

Il. Secondly, HOW KNOW WE THAT BELIEVERS ARE SAVED? Tiwseems to be a grave ques-
tion with some. “I trust Jesus, | believe in Himthvall my heart, but am | saved?” My dear friendyy
ought not to raise that question, for it is finatigttled by divine authority. But as you do raisdeit us
answer it for you very briefly. We know and areestinat every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ is
saved because God says so, and is not that en@agh@eclares in His Woraven in that sure Word of
testimony—where you will do well to take heed asoua light that shines in a dark place—that every
believer in Jesus Christ is saved. The passagesich this is stated are far too many for us totquo
them all. Only let us note that memorable one atclbse of Mark’s Gospel, “Go you into all the vebrl
and preach the Gospel to every creature. He thiavbs and is baptized shall be saved. He thagbedi
not shall be damned.” The believer is saved. Yoteha those verses God’s Word for it. True, the be-
liever is bound to profess his faith by baptismjchihfollows upon his faith—but the second sentence
shows that the faith is the all-important matter, if is added—"He that believes not shall be daaihe
Faith is the vital thing which, if omitted, will wolve damnation. How the whole of John’s Gospetfrige
with this truth. Turn to the blessed third of Jadomd see how wondrously clear it is. In the sixteent
verse, for instance—"For God so loved the worl@dttHe gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believes in Him should not perish, but have evérigdife.” Read the eighteenth verse—*He that be-
lieves on Him is not condemned, but he that betievat is condemned already, because he has not be-
lieved in the name of the only begotten Son of G&dllow on to the thirty-sixth verse, “He that be-
lieves on the Son has everlasting life.” Can amgtie more plain and positive? Assuredly, he tleat b
lieves in Jesus is a saved man. Turn to the tdmbter of Romans. | shall only give you passages in
which the truth is conspicuous as the sun in thevéies. Paul says, beginning in the fourth verse—
“Christ is the end of the law for righteousnes®vteryone that believes; for Moses describes thd-rig
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eousness which is of the law, that the man whidsdbose things shall live by them. But the righteo
ness which is of faith speaks on this wise, Sayimgbur heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (fEhat
to bring Christ down from above) or, Who shall dastinto the deep? (that is to bring up Christragai
from the dead). But what does it say? The worceer ryou, even in your mouth, and in your heartt(tha
is, the word of faith, which we preach) that if yawill confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, ahdlls
believe in your heart that God has raised Him ftbendead you shall be saved.” Paul rejects all alea
salvation by works and lays all the stress uporebiglg in a risen Savior. To the same purpose speak
the apostle in Romans 1:16—"For | am not ashamdtefsospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to everyone that believes; to thve filsst, and also to the Greek. For therein isrigat-
eousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as viritten, the just shall live by faith.” Thigydeed, is
the great reason why the Bible is written, thatmeey believe on the Lord Jesus and have life through
His name. And so John tells us in the twentiethptdraof his Gospel at the thirty-firsy verse. Doyoiu

see then, brothers and sisters, if you believesug you are saved? And you can be sure thagat bie-
cause God declares it. If we, from now on, had th@mowitness, is not the witness of the Lord suffi-
cient? It seems to me to be the essence of unibetief man to need a minister to tell him thatefhe-
lieves he is saved, when God solemnly affirms thist so. | could not conceive myself so forsakén o
God as to assume that | could assure my fellow ofiduns pardon and affect to pronounce absolution by
authority committed to me. Surely this would bespraption to be answered for at the last great day.
God forgive those who are guilty of it.

Again, we know on the authority of Scripture thatievers are saved becaubke privileges which
are ascribed to them prove that they are in a sax@dlition Let us read in John again. John goes to the
very root of every matter and in chapter 1:12 His tes, “As many as received Him, to them gave He
power to become the sons of God, even to thembilagve on His name.” See, brethren, everyone that
believes on the name of Jesus is a son of God—awdchn a son of God be a lost soul? Will He cast
away His own children? God forbid! In the same @Gbsphapter 5:24, Christ Himself tells us, “Verily,
verily, |1 say unto you, He that hears My word, dr&lieves on Him that sent Me, has everlasting life,
and shall not come into condemnation; but is pagsed death unto life.” He is gone out then of the
region of death and condemnation into that ofdifiel acceptance, and surely no one will say thdt auc
man is not saved. Our Lord tells us, too, that ywee that believes in Him has the Holy Spirit dungl
in him, which could not be if he were not savedok@t John, chapter 7:38-39—"He that believes on
me, as the Scripture has said, out of his healit fitna rivers of living water. This He spoke ofdlSpir-
it which they that believe on Him should receiv8d that the Holy Spirit dwells in every believenda
where the Holy Spirit abides, salvation is certaiahjoyed. Our Lord also promises the resurredion
every believer. Read John 11:25, that gloriousggess which Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resudrr
tion, and the life. He who believes in Me, thoughwere dead yet shall he live. And whoever lives an
believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe2hiResurrection to eternal life is not the portafrthe
unsaved, for they “shall not see life, but the Wrat God abides on them.” You see that John’s Gospe
is rich with this precious doctrine. Nor does henal thus reveal the blessed results of faith. Bisal
speaks of these privileges in all his epistlegolfi turn back to the Romans, how full that epiglef
the same truth, “Therefore, being justified byHanve have peace with God through Jesus Christ our
Lord by whom also we have access by faith into ghée in which we stand, and rejoice in hope ef th
glory of God.” You remember the passage we readnow in the epistle of John—"This is the victory
which overcomes the world, even our faith,” so flaéth brings us victory from day to day, even aishf
at the very outset brings us remission of sin asappostle tells us in the Acts 10:43. But | needmol-
tiply proof texts—it would require several sermdonssum up the privileges of believers—privileges
quite inconsistent with the idea that a believer ba an unsaved man. You can find these for your-
selves, for they are as plentiful in Scripture assef corn in harvest. There are such privilegesilaed
to believers everywhere as could not be ascribéldeim if they were not saved souls.

Once again, theshole tone of Scripture regards the believer asged man“Believers” is a com-
mon synonym for saints, for sanctified persons. Ansl a truth to say the epistles are written étidy-
ers, for they are written to the churches, and dies are but assemblies of believers. The Lordslook
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upon men as divided into believers and unbelievensd-between these two there is a gulf of difference
as great as that between the Israelites and thetiagyg in the day when the pillar gave light taidrout
darkness to the hosts of Egypt. Do you believeegug? You are in the favor of God. Do you not elie
in Him? Then no priest can help you, nor can yolp lyeurself. You are lost and ruined and undone.
The only way of escape is that you believe in J€dusst.

Brethren, when the Word of God tells us so poslyithat having believed we are saved, can you
see any earthly use in going to a person who says authorized of God, and asking him whether you
are saved or not? | cannot, for one. | think itdasier, by God’s grace, to believe in Jesus thdret
lieve in these begowned and bedizened clerics.tAfetlieve in Jesus, and in them too, is like spbin
the light of the sun aided by the lamp of the glasw. What can the little men be at? In the bad old
times in the South, a free Negro was forced toychis papers about with him, but in that blesseg da
when the jubilee trumpet sounded, and every Afriteoughout the States was free, | can hardly imag-
ine some little squire or country judge sayingte emancipated Negro, “Sam, | will make out papers
for you, and for your consolation | will put my namJeremiah Stiggins,’” at the bottom.” Why, the
emancipated man would have said, “I have seenrthagmation which has the name of Abraham Lin-
coln, the President of the United States, at ité,fand | do not care a button for your name oibady
else’s.” Having believed in the Lord Jesus, | haakation upon the authority of the Word of Godd an
on the Holy Spirit’'s authority | know that there therefore, now no condemnation to them that rare i
Christ Jesus, and therefore | would not thank agelfor his oath if he tendered it in confirmation.
When the little man in the surplice comes to me sen, “I will give you a certificate that you aab-
solved,” | reply, “I am very much obliged to yowtlkthere are softer heads than mine, and you hiad be
ter exercise your arts upon them. You cannot excitee any feeling but that of pity, bordering ame
tempt.” Before God the whole business is blasphemg,before Christian men it is foolery and worse.

lll. The last point is this, HOW DO WE KNOW THAT WE ARBELIEVERS? It is clear that if
we are believers we are saved, but how do we khatwte are believers?

First of all, as a general ruliejs a matter of consciousnessow do | know that | breathe? How do |
know that I think? How do | know that | believe thihere was once a Saxon Heptarchy? | know | do,
and that is enough. Faith is, to a large extematter of consciousness. A man is not always coasci
of what is true, for a man might be in such a weadition that he might say, “I hardly know whether
my heart beats,” and yet it will be beating all tiree. Doubts may arise, and will—but as a general
rule—faith is a matter of consciousness. | lived #nyou ask me for proof | reply, “I know | do.”de-
lieve, and if you ask me how | know it, | reply,&m sure | do.”

Still, there is other evidence. How do | know tham a believer? Why, bthe very remarkable
changewhich | underwent when | believed. For when a maheles in Jesus Christ, there is such a
change worked in him that he must be aware ofstirAthe case of the blind man when his eyes were
opened he said, “One thing | know, whereas | waglphow | see.” That poor woman who had the is-
sue of blood so many years—when she touched CGhgarment and was healed, how did she know it?
We read that she felt in herself that she was mdd#e. She had touched the hem of the Lord’s gar-
ment and was recovered—and in the same way thevieelknows that he has believed. Suppose a child
was born in a coal pit and has seen no light exitegitof the candles down below, and that he is sud
denly taken up the shaft to see the sun, the drelels, and the sweet spring flowers? What a ssepiii
cannot wonder if the child should think itself dmr@ag. But if you were to say to it, “Are you out thfe
coal pit? Can you prove that you are?” Why, notstdinding that the child would hardly know where it
was because of its vast surprise, yet would ituye ghat it was out of the darkness—convinced by an
argument within itself which nobody could refute & we know, brothers and sisters, that we are bor
again, for we feel a new life and live in a new ldoiThings we never dreamed of before we have real-
ized. | remember one, who, when he was convertel] ‘8&ell, either the world is new or else | am.”
This change is to us strong evidence that faith iss and has exercised its power.

Brethren, we have further evidence that we beliéweour affections are alteredrhe believer can
say that the things he once loved, he now hatekthanthings he hated, he now loves; that whiclegav
him pleasure, now causes him pain. And things wiiehe irksome and unpleasant have now become
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delightful to him. Especially is there a great aparn us with respect to God. We said in our hearts
“No God.” Not that we dared say, “There is no Gduljt we wanted to get away from Him. We would
have been glad to hear that there was no God. @ut Imow altered are our affections. Now our grdates
joy is God. The nearer we can approach Him, theebeEhe very sound of His name is delicious music
to us. We know that this change was produced bypelieving in Him, of that we are confident, foeth
matter is clear. A certain master had a servantseshmind was very much poisoned against him by
slanderous tales. Everything the master did theasémisconstrued because he considered him to be a
tyrant and an oppressor. Now it came to pass thatservant, one day, learned more concerning his
master, and found out that everything he had dose dictated by the most generous motives and that
his master, indeed, was one of the excellent oé#réh. The moment that servant’s thoughts of las-m
ter changed and he had faith in his goodness, tee &ery differently, as you may well conceive. Hon
could be more faithful and diligent than he. Nove prove that we believe because we feel towards God
so very differently. He is loved in our inmost s®aind we delight to serve Him. This would have been
utterly impossible if we had not been changed infealings toward Him by being led to trust Him.

We know, also, that we believe because, though fegrfrom perfectwe love holiness and strive
after purity. You that have believed in Jesus, do you not namt pfter holiness? Do you not endeavor
to do that which is right? And when you are congsithat you have failed, does not conscience prick
you? Have you not gone on your knees in bitternéssul and said, “My God, help me and deliver me,
for 1 delight in Your commandments. Help me to ké&ur statutes”? Right, truth, and peace are the
things we now seek after, whereas time was whesetleere of small account, and our own selfish
pleasure and our own perverted judgement wereuteeaf our being. By this change of conduct we
know that we have believed in Jesus Christ.

And my dear brothers and sisters, we know thahawe believed in Jesus Christ because new
have communion with GodlVe are in the habit of speaking with God in praged hearing the Lord
speak with us when we read His Word. Some of u® lspoken with our Lord Jesus so often that we
have grown to be near and dear friends—and whateeexsk in prayer He grants us. Answered prayers
are sweet testimonies to faith. When the Lord eagéd to deliver us out of trouble ,when His Holy
Spirit cheers us in depression, when He helps aerudifficulties, when He makes us patient under
pain—all these things become proofs that we hasé fegth in Him. Our faith has realized Him and
brought Him near. It has taught us how to live upfim and so strengthened us in His ways.

Once more only upon this point, and then we woline to the practical application. We know that
we have believed in the Lord Jesus because we baee.and above all this, a secret something, inde-
scribable to others, but well-known by ourselvehjol is called in Scripture, theitness of the Holy
Spirit—for it is written, “The Spirit Himself also beargtmess with our spirit that we are born of God.”
First, our spirit bears witness to our new birth¢d @hen the Spirit of God comes in and bears wénes
with our spirit to the same effect. Do you know whaneans? If you do not, | cannot tell you. “Téee
cret of the Lord is with them that fear Him.” Theremes stealing over the soul, sometimes a peace, a
joy, a perfect rest, a heavenly deliciousness,paesne content in which, though no voice is headd, y
we are conscious that it is there rushing throughsouls, like a strain of heaven’s own music, hie
ness of the Spirit of God. We are sure of it, ag s we are of our own being. And by that witness
know that we are indeed believers in the Lord J€3usst.

Now mark, we may not ask for any witness beyomdtéstimony of God, nor will any other witness
be given. | charge all of you here present notig 4§ will believe in God when | obtain the inwawdt-
ness.” No, you are bound to believe in God firsttlee sure testimony of His Word. If you believesHi
Word you shall know the sweets of divine grace.ab& for more evidence first is as though a man
should say, “Here is a medicine prepared by a playsiof great repute, and it is said to be very grew
ful for driving out the disease from which | suffémill take it as soon as | see that | am impngvby
its means.” The man has lost his reason, has ffeH®tannot expect even a partial cure till hethlas
en the medicine. He cannot expect the result toecbefore the cause. You must take the good Physi-
cian’s medicine as a matter of faith and afterwaydsir faith will be increased by the beneficiatuk.

You must believe on the Lord Jesus, because ofvitmess of God concerning Him, for that is all the
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witness you ought to wish for and all that God wile you. After you have believed, other witnesses
will spring up in your soul, as the results of fimifnd so your confidence will be strengthened. jBat
now, beloved, believe in Jesus Christ, and havelg¥ed in Him you shall know that you are forgiven
for His name’s sake.

In closing, let me ask every person here, do yaiete in Jesus Christ or not? If you believe, you
are saved. If you believe not, you are condemnexhdy, because you have not believed. Remember
that.

Let me next ask, are any of you seeking aftervaitryess beyond the witness of God? If you are, do
you not know that you are virtually making God a# For if God says such-and-such a thing is true,
and you seek further evidence beyond His Word, dmuin effect, say that God’s witness is not suffi-
cient and that God is a liar. | pray you behavesmwinsolently. Accept His naked Word, for it igesu
than the sight of the eyes or the hearing of the. d&ehold how the arch of heaven stands withaih-a
gle pillar, vast as it is—what sustains it but Werd of God? See how this round world hangs on-noth
ing and yet strays not from her sphere—what maistéier in her course but the bare Word of God?
That Word which rolls the stars along and has néaitxd to fulfill its purpose, is that on which yare
asked to lean. Sinner, will you believe your God$ou will, you shall be established, blessed, and
riched. But if you still say He is a liar, then yshall be as the heath in the desert which shalsee
when good comes, but suffers perpetual droughlypufrest in Jesus, trusting Him, you have done,well
but yet you have only done Him justice. There ismmarit in believing what is true. Who but a man of
base heart would refuse to do so? To believe Oreaahnot lie is by no means a meritorious action
and therefore, salvation is by faith that it maydyegrace. Yet faith will bring to you life, lovggy,
peace, immortality, and all that heaven can mean.

May God grant you grace to believe. But | pray younot let the little man in robes stand between
you and Christ. Let no one do so. | charge yougnesgard anything | say as having any authority in
apart from the Word of God. | reckon it of all cesithe greatest for a man to assume to mediate be-
tween men and God. Little as | respect the depkefer him to a priest who pretends to forgivessin
For even the devil has too much honesty about bigreétend to give absolution in God’s name. There
is but one pardoning Priest and He is the Son@Highest. His one sacrifice has ended all other-sa
fices. His one atonement has rendered all fututatiobs counterfeit. Today, as Elijah stood on Garm
and cried out against the priests of Baal, so wauldcount no words too severe. If my very speech
should be a thunderbolt and every word a lighttiiash, it would not be too strong to protest agaihe
accursed system which once degraded the whole ®akiss the Pope’s foot and is degrading our na-
tion still, and that through a so-called Protestdnirch. Oh, God Almighty, God of Latimer and Ridle
God of the martyrs, whose ashes are still amonwilisyou allow this people to go back, again, tdse
gods, and saints, and virgins, and crucifixesgseland cast clouts and rotten rags? For to thes il
they come if Your grace does not prevent it. Oh,hagrers, Jesus is the only Savior of the sonseof m
Believe in Him and live. This is the only Gospet. your peril reject it. | pray you receive it foh@st's
sake.
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