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“The whole family in heaven and earth.”
Ephesians 3:15.

BEREAVEMENTS are among the sorest griefs of thigtaldife. We are permitted by God to love
those whom He gives to us and our heart eagertg @dagendrils around them and therefore, when sud
denly the beloved objects are withdrawn by deatin,neost tender feelings are wounded. It is notusinf
for us to lament the departure of friends, for 3esapt. It would be unnatural and inhuman if we rtd
mourn for the departed—we should be less feeliag the beasts of the field. The stoic is not a<hri
tian and his spirit is far removed from that of teader-hearted Jesus.

The better the friend, the greater our regretsatdss, although there also lies within that fiexcire
abundant sources of consolation. The mourning dsiah was very sore because he was so good a
prince. Because Stephen was so full of the HolyitSpnd so bold for the faith, devout men cariingah
to his burial and made great lamentation over dor.cas was wept for and bewailed because of her
practical care for the poor. Had they not been saiats, the mourning had not been so great. Brnethr
we cannot but sorrow this day, for the Lord hastakway a sister in Christ, a true servant of the
church, a consecrated woman, whom He honored aimavgy, and to whom He gave many crowns of
rejoicing. And we cannot but sorrow all the moredese so loving a mother in Israel has fallen aslee
so useful a life has come to a close, and so daangsce is hushed in silence. | have, this dast from
my side one of the most faithful, fervent, and@éint of my helpers. And the church has lost onbkesf
most useful members.

Beloved, we need comfort. Let us seek it whenaay be found. | pray that we may view this source
of grief, not with our natural, but with our spirétl eyes. The things external are for the natwyealand
from that eye they force full many a tear, for ia hatural life, man is the heir of sorrow. Butrinés an
inward and spiritual life which God has given tdiéeers—and this life has an inner eye—and to this
inner eye there are other scenes presented thaetises can perceive. Let that spiritual visiomlgel
itself now; close your eyes as much as your tedtpermit you to the things which are seen, foeyth
are temporal and shadowy, and look to the etesealet, underlying truths, for these are realiffeke
a steady look into the invisible, and the texhihk, sets before us something to gaze upon whiaja m
minister comfort to us. The saints in heaven, tlmoagparently separate from us, are, in reality, \oitle
us. Though death seems to have made breaches amuheh of God, it is, in fact, perfect and entire.
Though the inhabitants of heaven and believersaoth enight seem to be two orders of beings, yet in
truth they are “one family.”—

“Let all the saints terrestrial sing,

With those to glory gone;

For all the servants of our King

In earth and heaven are one.”
So sings the poet. The text tells us that theee“ighole family.” It speaks not of a broken famigr of
two families, but of “the whole family in heaven aralt®.” It is still one undivided household, notwith
standing all the graves which crowd the cemeteoythls thought | shall call your attention, hopithgt
thereby you may enter into that “one communion,Winich saints above are bound up with saints be-
low. | invite you to consider the ties which bind 1o those who have gone before, and the indiskolub
kinship in Christ which holds us as much as eveamia sacred unity.

I. First, let us think of THE POINTS OF THIS GREAT FAMY UNION. In what respects are the
people of our God in heaven and earth our family® aliswer, in very many, for their family relation-
ship is so ancient, so certain, and so paramoanittiay be seen in a vast variety of ways.
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Let us note, first, concerning those in heavenearth whom the Lord loves that their names are all
written in one family registerThat mystical roll which eye has not seen comstaith the names of His
chosen. They are born by degrees, but they areenhaisonce—by one decree set apart from the rest of
mankind—>by one declaration, “They shall be Minesparated forever as hallowed things unto the Most
High. “Blessed be the God and Father of our LorsugeChrist, who has blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: accordmdda has chosen us in Him before the foundation of
the world, that we should be holy and without blameéore Him in love: having predestinated us unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himsaticording to the good pleasure of His will, te th
praise of the glory of His grace, in which He haade us accepted in the Beloved.” We like to keap ou
own family registers. We are pleased to look backhe place where our parents recorded our names
with those of our brothers and sisters. Let us dazéaith upon that great book of life where alé th
names of the redeemed stand indelibly written leyttand of everlasting love. And as we read those be
loved names, let us remember that they make buteswrd. The faithful of modern times are on the
same page with the saints of the Old Testament{tfadames of the feeblest among us are written by
the same hand which inscribed the apostles anthéngrrs. We confidently believe that Mrs. Bartlett’
name is found in the same roll which contains ypomg sister, though you may be the most obscure of
the Lord’s daughters. “Even as you are called ia loope of your calling,” so were you all comprehend
ed in one election of grace.

The saints above and below are ate@ family in the covenantordered in all things and sure,”
made with them in the person of their one greatif@idHead, the Lord Jesus Christ. Sadly one atéall
members of the human race in our first father, Adlamin Adam we all fell. We realize that we ameo
family by the common sweat of the face, the comnsmaency to sin, the common liability to death—
but there is a second Adam, and all whom He reptedeare most surely one family beneath His
blessed headship. What the Lord Jesus has acctwgbhgas achieved for all His people. His righteous-
ness is theirs. His life is theirs. His Resurrati®the pledge of their resurrection. His etefifalis the
source and guarantee of their immortal glory—

“With Him, their Head, they stand or fall—

Their life, their surety, and their all.”
Let us think how close we are together then, foranesin very truth nearer to the saints in heaam t
we are to the ungodly with whom we dwell. We ar@ive covenant headship with just men made per-
fect, but not with the unregenerate. We are feltoiizens with the glorified, but we are strangensl a
foreigners among worldlings. Christ Jesus represkns even as He represented the glorified ones in
the old eternity, when the covenant was signed, iartlat hour when the covenant stipulations were
fulfilled upon the bloody tree. And He represengsaith the glorified ones still, as He takes posses
of the inheritance in the names of all His elent dwells in the glory which He is preparing forsHine
church.

It is sweet to remember that all the saints inveaaand earth hawle covenant promises secured to
them by the selfsame se#bu know the seal of the covenant—your eyes telig dwell upon it, it is
the sacrifice of the bleeding Lamb. And what, mgtbers and sisters, is the ground of the secufity o
the saints above, but the covenant of divine graealed and ratified by the blood of the Son of %od
We are rejoiced to see that, in the epistle tdHlerews, in connection with the spirits of just nmeade
perfect, the Holy Spirit mentions Jesus the Mediafathe new covenant, and the blood of sprinkling,
which speaks better things than that of Abel. Tremse and the oath of God—those two immutable
things, in which it is impossible for God to liegagiven to all the heirs of promise whether they rail-
itant or triumphant. The Lord has said to them “&llyill be to them a God, and they shall be to ke
people.” Glory be to His name, the blood whichhe ground of our hope of heaven guarantees to the
perfected that they shall abide in their bliss. yThee there as the “redeemed from among men,” which
we also are this day. That same blood which hasemdtte their robes has also cleansed us from all
sin.

The family in heaven and earth again will be glaseen to be one, if you remember that they are
all born of the same Fatheeach one in process of time. Every soul in hedwnreceived the new
birth, for that which is born of the flesh cannoherit a spiritual kingdom and therefore, even kabe
snatched away from the womb and breast ere yethitaidyallen into actual sin, have entered heaven by
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regeneration. All there, whether they lived to atge or died in childhood, have been begotten agton
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Chrminfthe dead, and are born as to their heaventy, sta
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor tfe will of man, but of God.

The nature of all regenerate persons is the sdmein all it is the living and incorruptible sge
which lives and abides forever. The same natume ike saints above as in the saints below. They ar
called the sons of God and so are we. They delghtliness and so also do we. They are of theathur
of the first-born and so are we. Their life is thie of God and so is ours—immortality pulses thybu
our spirits as well as through theirs. Not yetrdrg, is the body made immortal, but as to our liéal
we know who has said, “Whoever lives and believebsle shall never die.” Is it not written, “You are
made partakers of the divine nature, having esctpedorruption which is in the world through 1Uat”
know there is no higher nature than the divine, @igl is said to have been bestowed upon the saints
below. The new life in heaven is more developedraatlre. It has also shaken off its dust and has pu
on its beautiful garments, yet it is the same.him sinner born to God but yesterday there is akspar
the same fire which burns in the breasts of theifggd above. Christ is in the perfected and theea
Christ is in us, for we are “all of one,” and Hdlsais all brethren. Of the same Father, begoiten,
the same nature born, with the same life quickensgare we not one family? Oh, it needs but ldatle
teration in the true saint below to make him atsabove. So slight the change that in an instastat-
complished. “Absent from the body and present i Lord.” The work has proceeded so far that it
only remains for the Master to give the last toteit and we shall be meet for glory and shall entt
the heavenly rest with capacities of joy as sugdbl heaven as the capacities of those who hase be
there these thousands of years.

We are one, yet further, brethren, because altsavhether in heaven or earth, pegtakers in the
same divine lovéThe Lord knows them that are His,” not merelggh in heaven but those below. The
poor struggling child of God in poverty is as wiellown by God as yon bright songster who walks the
golden streets. “The eyes of the Lord are uporritifgeous, and His ears are open to their cryélll t
you, timid, trembling woman, humbly resting on yd&avior, that you are as truly beloved of God as
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who sit down at His tiabtgory. The love of God toward His children is
not affected by their position, so that He lovessthin heaven better and those on earth less. @l f
You, being evil, are not so partial as to bestowyalir love upon a son who has prospered in thédvor
and give none of it to another who is bearing thedbn of poverty. Our great Father loves the wofld
His elect with love surpassing thought and hasrgidenself to each one of them to be the portion of
each individual forever. What more can He do farsthin heaven? What less has He done for us? Jesus
has engraved the names of all the redeemed upohafds and heart; He loves them all unto perfec-
tion; if then, they all dwell in the bosom of Gosl the dearly beloved of His soul, are they not @ade
one family?

As they all receive the same love so are thekeaits of the same promisaad the same blessed in-
heritance. | am bold to say that as a believerhngst, heaven is as much mine as it is Paul’'s oerze
They are there to enjoy it and | am waiting to abte—but | hold the same title deeds as they do am
an heir of God and joint heir with Jesus Christ—meyitage is as broad and as sure as theirs. Thigir o
right to heaven lies in the grace of God which lgiduthem to believe in Jesus. And if we also have
been brought by grace to believe in Jesus, oer tiitleternal glory is the same as theirs. Oh, abiild
God, do not think that the Lord has set apart swarg choice and special blessings for a few of His
people—all things are yours. The land is before, y@auen the land which flows with milk and honey,
and the whole of it is yours, though you may be kasain the least of all saints. The promise is tugdl
the seed and all the seed have an interest ireihdfber that blessed passage, “If children, thés,he
heirs of God, joint heirs with Jesus Christ’—nofufl-grown children. Not if well-developed childre
Not if strong, muscular children but “if childrenghd that is all. Regeneration proves you to beshei
and alike heirs, for there can be no differencthenheirship if they are all heirs of God and jdieirs
with Jesus Christ. Will you think of this, you wlawoe little in Israel? You who rank with the Benja-
mites? Will you sit down and think of this? You anee of the same family, as those bright spirit® wh
shine as the stars forever and ever. And theiritamee is also yours, though as yet you have aotec
of age, and like a minor must wait till you havebérained under tutors and governors and edudatted
heaven. You are a prince, though as yet an infou. are one of the Redeemer’s kings and priests, as
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yet uncrowned. You are waiting, waiting, but stiicure of the inheritance. You are tarrying tié thay
breaks and the shadows flee away, but sure tliaeimorning the crown of life so long reserved \#l
brought forth and you also shall sit with Jesusianthrone.
So might | continue showing the points in whick gaints above and the saints below are akin, but
this last must suffice.
They are all members of one bodgrd are necessary to the completion of one andthtre epistle
to the Hebrews we are told concerning the sainbtsakthat “they, without us, cannot be made perfect.
We are the lower limbs, as it were, of the body,tha body must have its inferior as well as itgesior
members. It cannot be a perfect body should thst [eat of it be destroyed. Hence it is declared th
the dispensation of the fullness of time, He wdtlger together in one, all things in Christ, bothick
are in heaven and which are on earth. The saimgealith all their bliss must wait for their reseicr
tion until we also shall have come out of grediutiation. Like ourselves, they are waiting for #uop-
tion to wit the redemption of the body. Until alhevwere predestinated to be conformed to the imége
the first-born shall have been so conformed, theadhcannot be complete. We are linked to the -glori
fied by bonds of indispensable necessity. We thiak we cannot do without them, and that is truet—bu
they also cannot do without us. “As the body is and has many members, and all the members of that
one body, being many are one body, so also is ChHsw closely this brings us together. Those for
whom we sorrow cannot be far away, since we aréralbody of Christ and members in particular.” If
it is dark, my hands know that the head cannotabeff, nor can the foot be far removed—eyes, ears,
feet, hands, head are all comprised within thetéimf one body—and so if | cannot see my beloved
friend, if I shall not again hear her gracious woan earth, nor see her pleading tears, yet arelshe
is not far away and that the bond between us isdogeans snapped, for we are members of our Lord’s
body, of which it is written, “Not a bone of Himahbe broken.”
Thus have |, according to my ability, set fortim&oof the points of this family union. May the Holy
Spirit give us to know them for ourselves.
Il. Let us now speak upon THE INSEPARABLENESS OF THISION. “The whole family in
heaven and earth,” not the two families nor theddie family, but thevholefamily in heaven and earth.
It appears at first sight as if we were very efiiedy divided by the hand of death. Can it be thatare
one family when some of us labor on and othergdtemeath the greensward? There was a great truth
in the sentence which Wordsworth put into the maitthe little child when she said, “O master, we a
seven."—
“But they are dead: those two are dead!
Their spirits are in heaven!
"Twas throwing words away, for still
The little maid would have her will,
And said ‘No, we are seven.”
Should we not thus speak of the divine family, #@ath assuredly has no separating power in the
household of God. Like the apostle, we are perdlidlaat death cannot separate us from the love of
God. The breach caused by the grave is only appaiers not real, the family is still united—for if
you think of it, when there is a loss in a famihetfather is bereaved, but you cannot conceiveuof o
heavenly Father’s being bereaved. Our Father wéaicin heaven, You have lost none of Your children.
We wept and went to the grave, but You did not,Your child is not dead. Rather has Your child come
closer unto Your bosom to receive a sweeter cardso know more fully the infinity of Your love!
When a child is lost from a family, the elder brtls a mourner, for he has lost one of his silsljrioyt
our Elder Brother is not bereaved—Jesus has last 06 His. No, has He not, rather, brought home to
Himself His own redeemed? Has He not rejoiced ekogéy to see His good work perfected in one
whom He loved? There is no break towards the Fatret no break towards the Elder Brother, and
therefore, it must be our mistake to fancy thatehg any break at all. It cannot be that deatiddis our
Israel—were not the tribes of Reuben and Gad anagiasseh one with the rest of Israel, though the Jor-
dan rolled between? It isveholefamily that redeemed household in heaven and ithear
How little death prevents actual communion ilnngpossible for us to tell. Some attractive but weorth
less books have been written pretending to unfmlastthe connection between departed spirits and ou
selves. But | trust you will not be led into sudheispeculations. God has not revealed these things
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and it is not for us to go dreaming about them,wWermay dream ourselves into grievous errors if we
once indulge our fancies. We know nothing aboutdabmmerce of the glorified with earth, but we do
know that all departed saints are supremely bleasddthat they are with Christ. And if they arehwit
Christ, and we are with Christ, we cannot be famfreach other. We meet all the saints of every age
whenever we meet with God in Christ Jesus. In ¥&lup with Jesus you are come unto the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an ireraisle company of angels, to the general assembly
and church of the first-born, whose names are ewriih heaven, and to the spirits of just men maxte p
fect. It is impossible to restrict our communioriwtihe people of God by the bounds of sect, ramen-c

try, or time, for we are vitally one with them allome, brothers and sisters, let us join our havitls
those who have gone before, and let us, with elgual join hands with those below, who before long
will be numbered with the same company. Death baswved part of the family to an upper room, but
we are still one family. There may be two brigadag, we are one army. We may feed in two pastures,
but we are one flock. We may dwell awhile in sefmtabitations, but one homestead will, before long
receive us all.

As a matter which grows out of death, it may bdl weesay thatspacemakes no inroads into the
wholeness of the Lord’s family. So far as spirite Bmited to place, there must be a vast distdeee
tween the saint in heaven and the saint on eatthwB ought to remember that space, which seents vas
to us, is not vast relatively, either as to Godmspiritual beings. Space is but the house of Gad,
God comprehends all space and space, therefdvat ihe bosom of the etern&@pace also is scarcely
to be reckoned when dealing with spiritual beinye. can love and commune with those who are across
the Atlantic with as much ease as we can havewsh@ with those in the next house. Our friends in
Australia, though on the other side of the worle, lay no means too distant for our spiritual emérac
Thought flies more swiftly than electricity. Spgitefy space and annihilate distance. And we, init,sp
still meet with the departed in our songs of praisgicing with them in our Lord Jesus Christ. &pa
does not divide—there are many mansions, but theeglain our Father’s house.

And, dear brethren, it is such a great mercy siratthat greatest of all separators, does not now di-
vide us, for we are made near by the blood of €hvishen we think of those bright spirits before the
throne of God, they seem to be of a superior racestand we are half tempted to bow at their fget.
this feeling is rebuked in us, as it was in JohnthHe voice which said, “See you do it not. | anmyotir
fellow servants, the prophets: worship God.” They @ne with us, after all, for they have washedrthe
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lambd-that is exactly what we have done. Beloved
in Christ, we are already justified and acceptethenBeloved as much as the glorified. The veibis
for us as well as for them. The dividing mountashsin are overturned for us as well as for theim: s
ners as we are, we have access to God by the bfadesus—and with joy we draw near the throne of
God. They have attained to perfection and we dtewiong after. They see the Lord face to face, wat
also, who are pure in heart, have grace given ge¢oGod. The atoning blood has removed the middle
wall and we are one in Christ Jesus.

Neither doerrors and failures of understanding divide the familyGx¥d; if, indeed, they did, who
among us could be of the same family as those wimwkeven as they are known? The little child
makes a thousand mistakes and his elder brethride sometimes, but they do not deny that he isthei
brother because he is so ignorant and childishnBee dear brothers and sisters, we know verg littl
now. Like the apostle, we may each one say, “I spaka child, | understood as a child, | thoughd as
child.” For now we see through a glass darkly anky &now in part, but this does not disprove our-ki
ship with those who see “face to face.” We arehef $ame school, though on a lower form, and it is
written, “All your children shall be taught of th®rd.” What they know they learned at those sane¢ fe
at which we also sit.

Neither carsorrowseparate us. Ah, they know no tears, their grieéstheir toils are ended, but we
must abide awhile in the stern realities of lifbattle, to wrestle and to suffer. But it is evidémt we
are not divided from them, for we are all spokennobne sentence as, “These are they that are gomin
out of great tribulation,” for so the translatiomyrun. Those who are already arrived and thoseamno
on the way are described as one company. The bittkis of the same family as his brother in petfec
health. Soldiers who are enduring the brunt ofithttle are of the same army as those who havedjaine
their laurels. To deny that your warring soldieaipart of the host would be a great mistake. Yalsat
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he is not of the army because he is in the mid#gtetconflict would be cruel and false. The samis-
tant are of the same host as the triumphant. Tiwbeeare suffering are of the same company as the be
atified. None of these things part us—we are sti# family in Christ Jesus. Who shall separate us?

lll. A topic of deep interest now comes before us—THESENT DISPLAY OF THE UNION.
We have been speaking of our being one family pledbaps it appears to you to be only a pleasing the
ory and therefore, we will notice certain pointsanihich our unity practically appears.

I like to think, first, that theserviceof those who have departed blends with ours. latamean that
they can descend to earth to preach and teachahod IBut | do mean this, that they being dead, yet
speak. Their service projects itself beyond tHes IA good man is not dead as to his influenti& &nd
real service for God as soon as the breath leasdsoldy. His work has a momentum in it which makes
it roll on—nhis influence abides. “Even in their ashlive their known fires.” A very large part ofeth
power which the Holy Spirit gives to the churchasind in the form of influence derived from the-tes
timonies and examples of departed saints. Todaghbech of God feels the influence of Paul and Pete
At this very moment, the work of the apostles Irtg@ upon the nations. Is it not certain that dreer-
getic souls of Luther and Calvin have left vitaldes behind them which still throb and pulsateh&es
the Reformers are doing as much today as they dahwhey were alive. So each man, according to his
talent and grace, leaves behind him not merelahi®y and his bow, his sword and his shield foeoth
hands to use—but the arrows which he shot befoidteare still flying through the air and the jhwve
which he hurled before his hand was paralyzed athdes yet piercing through the bucklers of the foe
The influence of my dear sister, Mrs. Bartlett,lwiperate upon some of you as long as you live—and
you will transmit it to your successors. You Chass will be the more intense because of her glgwin
example—and you sinners will find it the hardetive in sin when you remember her tearful warnings.
Some of you, | do not doubt, will be her posthumoh#dren, born unto her after she has entered into
her rest. Do not let the living think that they &ne sole champions in this holy war, for, to alients
and purposes, the spirits of the just made pedietd side by side with them. And the battle ispei
carried on, in no small measure, by cannon whiely ttast and weapons which they forged. Though the
builders are absent in body, yet the gold, silved precious stones which they builded, their Lorl w
establish forever.

Then again, we are one family in heaven and eartti,that very visibly, because the influence of
the prayersof those in heaven still abides with us. Do notunéerstand me; | am no believer in the in-
tercession of the saints above. | believe that fitay, but | believe it to be a damnable errorrgeuan-
yone to seek their intercession. What | mean iy aé#ferent. | mean that prayers offered while they
were here and unanswered in their lifetime stithaén in the church’s treasury of prayer. Many ahmot
er dies with her children unsaved, but the pragbescontinually offered for them will prevail afteer
death. Many a minister and many a private memhesadd with God for blessing on the church and per-
haps does not see it, but prayer must be answened-5¢ayears afterwards it is possible that the ahur
will reap the result of those supplications. Is 8obtland today the better and the holier for tay/grs
of John Knox? Is not England the brighter for thayers of Latimer and Ridley? The august company
of the glorified have ceased to kneel with us irspa, but in effect they do so. They have gonethero
work, but the incense which they kindled when thwegre below still perfumes the chambers of the
church of God.

Further, our unity with them will be seen in thisat theirtestimonyfrom above blends with ours.
The church is ordained to be a witness. My brethnentry to withess as God helps us to His trutht as
is in Jesus, even as those who are above oncesaéthevith us here in life and in death. What a swee
witness dying Christians often bear when they caspeak, in the gleam of the eyes, in the perfesit r
of soul which others may well envy, enjoyed justhe moment when pain was most severe and the
flesh was failing. But now that these spirits hawmtered within the veil, do they cease their testig?

No. Hear them. They bear witness to the Lamb, ggayiRor You were slain and have redeemed us to
God by Your blood.” They make known to angels andgipalities and powers in heavenly places the
manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternaipoge which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
We are engaged with them in revealing the abundeerty and all-sufficiency of the Lord. You are
comrades with us, you shining ones. You are felldtmesses for Jesus and therefore you are one with
us.
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The main employment of saints aboveiaise Beloved, what is ours but praise, too? Is itwel

put by our poet—

“They sing the Lamb in hymns above,

And we in songs below™?
Their music is sweeter than ours, freer from didamd from all that is cold or wandering, but stitle
theme is the same and the song springs from the samtive—and is worked in the heart by the same
grace. | think | shall never praise my Lord in hermwnore sincerely than | often praise Him now, when
my mouth cannot speak, for the flooding of my sewdélight and joy in my God, who has taken me up
out of the horrible pit and out of the miry claydaset my feet upon a Rock and established my gping
and put a new song into my mouth. The deep obtigatof every day overwhelm me with indebtedness.
| cannot but praise my God, when | think of direessities perpetually supplied, multiplied sin aaunt
ally pardoned, wretched infirmity graciously helpétes, we are one family, because when holy wor-
ship goes up into the ears of the Eternal, ourspraiends with the praise of those who are glatifie
above, and we are one.

Brethren, | believe we are one in some other pastwell. Do you not rejoice over sinners? Iott n
one of our holidays on earth when the prodigalrret® “Verily | say unto you there is joy in the pre
ence of the angels of God over one sinner thatntegeDo you ever cry out against sin and groan be-
cause of the power of error in the land? Know youthat the souls under the altar also cry with the
same indignation, “O Lord, how long! Will You natdge and avenge Your own elect?” Do you not ex-
pect, each day, the coming of your Lord, and lawkitf with rapture? They also do the same. They say
there is no hope in heaven, but who told them s shints, like ourselves, are looking for the dxels
hope, the glorious appearing of our Lord and Sa¥esus Christ. Your joy, your desire, your hope—are
not these the same as theirs before the throned? G

Towering over all is the fact thdthe Well-Beloved is the common joy of saints invéeand on
earth What makesheir heaven? Who is the object of all their worship? Viththe subject of all their
songs? In whom do they delight themselves all theldng? Who leads them to living fountains of wa-
ters and wipes all tears from their eyes? Belo¥ljs as much all in all to us as He is to themrsuse
we know You andheyknow You. Jesus, we love You and they love YouuSewe embrace You and
they embrace You. Jesus, we are oftentimes |0ébin and they are lost in You. Sun of our soug bff
our life, light of our delight, You are that to which You are to them and herein we are all one.

IV. Last of all, there is to come, before long, A FUTEIRIANIFESTATION OF THIS FAMILY
UNION, much brighter than anything we have as geins We are one family and we shall meet again.
If they cannot come to us we shall go to them, hg-By. It does not often happen that we carry & th
grave one who is known to all this congregatiort, dBidom does a week pass but what one or other of
our number, and frequently two or three, are tdk@me. | have to look upon you and upon myself as so
many shadows. And when | meet you, how often dbesjuiestion occur to me, “Who will go next?”
Naturally, | think of some of you who have growragiin your Master’s service and have passed your
threescore years and ten. You must go soon, mizdnoand my sisters. And | know you are not grieved
at the prospect. Yet the young as well as the mddaken home. And men in middle life, with the mar
row moist in their bones, are removed, even asetind® lean upon their staff for very age. Who knows
but whatl may leave you soon? My brother, who knows but ybatmay be called away? Well, in that
blessed day when we leave the earth, we shall ipertieat as we are free of the church below, we are
citizens of the church above. Whenever some ofnter ean assembly of believers, they recognize and
welcome us—the same reception awaits us above! Wk Ise quite at home in heaven when we get
there. Some of you have more friends in heaven dmagarth. How few are left of your former friends,
compared with the many who have gone above? Imalyewhen you enter into heaven, you will per-
ceive that the church is one family, for they wiktlcome you heartily and recognize in you a brother
and a friend, and so, together with them, you skdke your Lord.

Remember there is coming another day in whichféh@ly union of the church will be seen, and
that is when the trumpet shall sound and the dbatl ke raised. It may be that we shall all behaf t
company of those who sleep and if so, when thegairaounds, the dead in Christ shall rise firstl an
we shall have our share in the first resurrect®n.if our Lord should come before we die, we shall
“alive and remain.” But we shall undergo a changgtha same moment as the dead are raised, so that
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this corruptible shall put on incorruption. Whaaaily we shall be when we all rise together aridred
changed ones stand with us, all of one race, géiirerate, all clothed in the white robe of Jesiggity
eousness! What a family! What a meeting it will be!

“How loud shall our glad voices sing,

When Christ, His risen saints shall bring

From beds of dust, and silent clay,

To realms of everlasting day.”
Beloved, | cannot dwell upon what glory will folloan earth, but if our Lord shall live and reign on
earth a thousand years, and if there shall besatgreat empire which shall outshine all other anen
chies as much as the sun outshines the stars, alleaifshare in it, for He will make us all kingsd
priests unto God, and we shall reign with Him uploe earth. Then, when comes the end, and He shall
deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Father,@ad shall be all in all, we shall forever be wiitie
Lord. My soul anticipates that grandest of all fgmmneetings, when all the chosen shall assemble
around the throne of God. It is but a little whaled it shall come. It is but the twinkling of aneegnd it
shall all be matter of fact. We talk of time asupb it were a far reaching thing. | appeal to yoayg
heads who know what seventy years mean—are thegors as a watch in the night? Well, let the
waiting be prolonged for ten thousand years, ifltbed pleases. The ten thousand years will end and
then forever and forever we shall be as one famhgre Jesus is. This hope should cheer us. Death,
where is your sting? Grave, where is your victoBfieered by the prospect of an everlasting reunion,
we defy you to sadden us! Encouraged by the gldnighvGod has decreed, we laugh at your vain at-
tempts to make breaches in the ranks of the onénaindsible family of the living God!

The practical point is-Bo we belong to that familyfwill leave that naked question to work in eve-
ry heart. Do | belong to that family? Am | born®@bd? Am | a believer in Jesus? If not, | am an béir
wrath and not in the family of God.

If we do belong to the familyet us show our relationshiby loving all the members of it. | should
not like a brother to be gone to heaven and tecethat | was unkind to him. | should not liketlbank
that | might have smoothed his pathway, but | ditl ©r | might have cheered him and refused. Dear
brothers and sisters, we shall live together irveedorever. Let us love each other fervently, natih
a pure heart. Help your poor brothers and sistdrser your desponding brothers and sisters. Letaio
look only on his own things, but every man alsalmthings of others. Brother, be brotherly. Sidber
a true sister. Let us not love in word only, butleed and in truth, for we shall soon be at horgetteer
in our Father’s house on high.
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