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“And he spoke a parable unto them, Can the blinétethe blind? Shall they not both fall into the dit?
The disciple is not above his master: but everydimat is perfect shall be as his master.”
Luke 6:39, 40.

MAN can hardly be retained in the place of wisd@wen if brought there. Truth lies between two
extremes and man, like a pendulum, swings eitheentach this way or that. He abides not long in one
place, but tosses from side to side, never, exoepivine grace, finding rest in the middle poihtas-
dom. Two extremes exist in reference to the pilgge and scholarship of life. Some assert that man
needs no guide whatever. Is he not a noble creagifted with high intelligence? Can he not reaaod
judge, and understand and discern? He can surelyhfs own way without direction from without. As a
learner, why does he need a teacher? He can inhkiraself. Is he not possessed of science? Haste n
already found out many inventions? Such self-sigffitboasters will not, therefore, condescendyttatsi
the feet of a master or follow the track of a gutelend consequently, they frequently become erratic,
singular, lawless, and unreasonable in their mofl#sought and action. Into the mazes of infidetityd
atheism such pilgrims wander. Into foolishness stnohg delusion such teachers of themselves conduct
their own minds. This scheme is dangerous, buppsite pole is not less so.

Deliver a man from rationalism and he often swinde superstition, and says, “I see that | need a
guide, | will take the one nearest to me.” Findanguide constituted by this authority or that, than
who has ceased to use his judgement surrenderlhiatsonce to his leadership and reckons that to
guestion is to be guilty of wicked unbelief. Witharonsidering whether the guide is a seeing man or
blind, or the teacher an instructed and qualifredructor, the credulous yield themselves up tespsior
leaders and are sorely misled. Weary of thinkihgytbeg others to think for them and there theydea
the matter.

This is the religion of a great many and they findch in it—the peace of slumbering stupidity.
They meet with a church which claims to be venerdbit antiquity and then they believe whatever that
church chooses to teach. They consider that theg ha right any longer to judge or to use theiramd
standing. They hang conscience and reason in@ slinif they were broken arms, no longer usalolé, a
give themselves up to be wheeled about like ingalidthe chairs of tradition and dogmatism. They do
not dare to question—that would spoil the wholadkithey shut their eyes and let other people see fo
them. No, they shut their eyes to be guided bydbfiten. They give up thinking, to be directed bystho
who have also given up thinking, who have long sligat their eyes and opened their mouths to take in
whatever a supreme council or a pope may pleagettimto them.

Between these two extremes there is a narrowgdatght, and happy is he who finds it, namely, the
honestly and sincerely judging of whom the leadet seacher should be. This leads to the discovery
that a leader has been appointed in the persdmedfdrd Jesus and a teacher in the divine Spirie—an
then a complete, willing, and believing submissidrthe whole man to this infallible guidance. Happy
is that man who, in the pride of intellect, detares not to be a guide to himself—and so to be guaide
a fool. Happy is that man who, in the indolencesogperstition, refuses to surrender himself up to be
guided by his fellow man, call him priest, or popeminister, or what you will—but who, having fadin
that God has sent His Son into this world of oorbé the Captain of salvation, who shall bring many
sons into glory, follows where his commander leddsway. Happy is the man, having seen this same
Jesus appointed to be the prophet of His peoplightie to sit at His feet and receive of His wordksg-
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son, affection, contemplation, and will—finding femt rest in Him. He, with his eyes open, follows t
All-Seeing One and with his mind illuminated, be@sa disciple of the Eternal Light.

It is clear that the most important thing, if wes aagreed that we need a guide, is to examine the
claims of those who aspire to the office. Some takeiide because, as | have said before, he isrdappo
ed by authority—he happens to be the parson gbdinsh, or the family minister—and he is at once ac
cepted without consideration. He would be a vengli$h person who would, in climbing the mountains
of Switzerland, take a guide merely because heepsef to be one and carried the usual certificéites,
upon looking at him, it was clear that the man wst@se blind. Would you say that does not matter, he
says he is appointed by authority? Would you gtheotop of Mont Blanc with him? If so, he would
soon conduct you into a crevasse and there woulthlend to your folly. Yet multitudes resolve upon
taking their religion by prescription, feeling catgnt that what is patronized by the great, andbest
lished, and endowed by the nation, must, of coursejght. Whether the guide can see or not seems t
be a trifle. What matters is that he is properigained and duly inducted. If that is settled, théhink-
ing many ask no more. For my part, | like to lookrsy guide’s eyes. | like to know whether he hasrev
traversed the country and whether he has had experiof the way. If he cannot satisfy me on those
points, | look elsewhere, to one who has all seyid has had all experience, even the Lord Jesss. Hi
authority | cannot question. | take for grantedtlait He teaches me. | am glad to be a seeing olan f
lowing a seeing leader, and | endeavor to be aslliggnt scholar learning of a wise and sympathetic
teacher.

Our text has much wisdom about it as to this matte, first, it announces to us a great general
principle, as a warning, namely, that a disciple does nbabgeve his Master, but becomes like he is.
Secondly,t gives a special applicatioof the great general principle to Christ, that &sase perfected,
we shall become like He is, even as in the casdl ather disciples who grow like their masterstehf
these points, | shall try to use the text for theairagement of those who desire Christ as thestéda
by saying thatve may put the facts mentioned in the text to atwa test

|. Let us take THE GREAT GENERAL PRINCIPLE as a wagin

Several truths are involved in the text, and thatdlustrate the main point. It is evident tithe
disciple is generally drawn to the master who isstiike himseH-the blind man is led by the blind. It
is not merely that birds of a feather flock togethed therefore, men of kindred minds form assariat
with each other, but there is about us all a nhtaredency to admire our own image and to be vgllio
submit to any who are superior to us, and yet a@uotype. A teacher who does not shock our preju-
dices, but shows a sympathy with our tastes, weaah®me with at once. The priest is like the peopl
because the people are pleased to have him sotrite of teachers as of idols, “They that makenthe
are like unto them.” If the blind man could onlyesée would not choose a blind man to be his guide.
But as he cannot see, he meets with one who talkéiral men talk, who judges things as they arheén
dark, and who does not know what sighted men knmavtherefore, never reminds the blind man of his
infirmity. And at once he says, “This is my ide&laoman, he is exactly the leader | require. | widin-
mit myself to him.” So the blind man takes the dliman to be his guide—and this is the reason why
error has been so popular. No error would live did not chime in with some evil propensity of ham
nature, if it did not gratify some error in manwtich it is congruous. Idolatry is a prevailing sie-
cause man is alienated from God who is a Spird,iarhis carnal folly demands a god whom his senses
can apprehend. When you hear of crowds going @v@opery, do not wonder at it. Popery is the reli-
gion of depraved human nature put into shape bgrSatd therefore, it is no marvel that the natemes
fascinated by it. What they love and what the gbths world sweetens to their tooth must go down
with them. Popery and other forms of sacramentemarare a soft bed for idle limbs and as surelg as
lazy man lies down, so surely does a superstitinas take to these systems. Give a superstitious man
the information contained in the Bible and a pdis@ssors to cut his coat according to his shapd,
Popery, in some shape or other, will be the retigidich he will cut out for himself. Consequentlys
popular. You cannot, at first, understand how tledbman who sets up for a guide could expectnd fi
clients. Neither would he, only there are so matmgoblind people about who know nothing about his
blindness and are sure to come to him. Mind yotiyba are not so blind yourself as to follow thex-
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ample. Young man, mind who it is you choose foualg. Your tendencies will be to select a wrong
one, because your tendencies themselves are weoag.that you may begin aright the journey of life,
having divine grace infixed into your hearts, thati may choose the Christ of God who is “the whg, t
truth, and the life.” O Lord, let no soul here lmeldind as to choose blind atheism, blind skeptigier
blind superstition to be his leader. You take thedoin the hand and lead them by a way that thegwk
not and by paths which they have not seen. Do ti@sgs unto them and do not forsake them.

Having chosen his tutor, the student gradually Imee® more and more like his master, having
taken his guide, the tendency is to tread moreetjan his footsteps and obey his rules more faihgry
day. We must be all conscious that we imitate tivalsem we admire. love has a strange influence over
our nature, to mold it into the form of our belovédtrue disciple is like clay on the wheel and imas-
ter fashions him after his own image. We may becsta conscious of it, but we are most surely being
conformed to the likeness of those to whose infteerne submit ourselves. Whoever, then, your master
may be, dear friend, you are changing into his idigyou choose to be led by the votary of pleasur
you will become more and more frivolous. If you adithe slave of avarice, you will become avari-
cious. If you feel the sway of the minion of vig@u will yourself grow vicious. If a man who desgss
the Word of God becomes your hero, you will, befloreg, despise it, too. While you are gazing upon
him with admiration, a kind of photography is goiog, and you, like a sensitive plate, receive s i
age. | charge you, therefore, to be careful wha goide becomes.

And mark,the pupil does not go beyond the tytoor does the man who submits to be led go be-
yond his guide. Such a case is very rarely foundeéd, | may say, never, for when the one whods le
goes beyond his leader, he is not, in trigtd,any longer—rarely enough does it ever come ta tan,
if they outstrip their leaders, generally do sdhe wrong direction. They seldom exaggerate thieir v
tues—those they frequently omit—they usually exaggepseuliarities, follies, failings, and faults. It is
said that in the court of Richard Ill, because khey was round-shouldered, the courtiers graduady
came humpbacked. And we have seen a whole couhrtycienough, not in the last century, but in this
century, to have almost all its women limping bessaa popular princess was afflicted with a tempgorar
lameness. It is the way of mankind. They imitateheather as if by instinct. This is the only exclise
know of for Darwin’s theory of our having descendesim the ape. Imitativeness is well developed in
us, but if left to itself, it works with a bias thgong way and the imitation is most forcible ire thirec-
tion of deformity and defect. In music, paintingyepry, and literature, men of a school seldom excel
their master, or, if they do, they leave him. Bug habit is to perpetrate the master's mannerismds a
weaknesses. It is even more so in the art of livifmung men, in the task of choosing a master éury
faith, | beseech you be careful to have none ibtst, for you will not excel, but rather fall behthe
master you follow. You are choosing a leader—chawse who knows the road—for if he has made
some blunders, you will make ten times as many,iad probability, you will exaggerate each orfe o
his mistakes.

The most solemn truth remains to be not&then a man chooses a bad leader for his soul,et th
end of all bad leadership there is a ditdh man teaches error which he declares he hasndfizom
Scripture, and he backs it up with texts perveaed abused. If you follow that error and takeetcher
for a leader, you may, for a time, be very pleasétl yourself for knowing more than the poor plain
people who keep to the good old way, but mark mydwtihere is a ditch at the end of the error. You d
not see it yet, but there it is, and into it youl fall if you continue to follow your leader. Ahe end of
error, there is often a moral ditch and men go dadawn, down—they scarcely know why—till pres-
ently, having imbibed doctrinal error, their mominciples are poisoned and like drunken men, they
find themselves rolling in the mire of sin. At othiames, the ditch beyond a lesser error may baltan
gether damnable doctrine. The first mistake waspaoatively trifling, but, as it placed the mind an
inclined plane, the man descended almost as a madtmourse, and almost before he knew it, found
himself given over to a strong delusion to beliaMee. The blind man and his guide, whatever dieg t
miss, will be sure to find the ditch—they need ighsto obtain an entrance into that. Alas, to iialb
the ditch is easy, but how shall they be recovetedduld earnestly entreat, especially professihgi€c
tians, when novelties of doctrine come up, to be/ wautious how they give heed to them. | bid you
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remember the ditch. A small turn of the switch be tailway is the means of taking the train to fére
east or to the far west. The first turn is verilditindeed, but the points arrived at are remblere are
new errors which have lately come up which youndes knew not, with which some are mightily busy.
And | have noticed when men have fallen into thémjr usefulness ceased. | have seen ministers go
only a little way in speculative theories and gr@tuglide from latitudinarianism into Socinianison
Atheism. Into these ditches thousands fall. Otlagesprecipitated into an equally horrible pit, nme
the holding nominally of all the doctrines in thg@nd none of them in fact. Men hold truths nowaday
with the heart taken out of then, and the verydifiel meaning torn away. There are members and-minis
ters of evangelical denominations who do not believangelical doctrine, or if they do believe higy
attach but little importance to it. Their sermome assays on philosophy tinged with the gospelyThe
put a quarter of a grain of gospel into an Atlaticalk—and poor souls are drenched with wordsdo
profit. God save us from ever leaving the old ggspelosing its spirit and the solid comfort whigh
brings. Yet into the ditch of lifeless professiardghilosophic dreaming we may soon fall if we catnm
ourselves to wrong leaderships. All this shouldvpree us, as | think, from taking any man whatewer a
our leader, for if we trust to any mere man, thobhghmay be right in 99 of the hundred, he is wrong,
somewhere, and our tendency will be to be moreieémited by his one wrong point than by any of his
right ones. Depend upon it, in matters of religittvat ancient malediction is abundantly verifieGufs-

ed is he that trusts in man and makes flesh his’arhere is one whom you may follow implicitly and
one only. There is one whom you may trust with@serve and only one—the Man, Christ Jesus, the
Son of God. But if you do not wish to be led intooes of heart and practice, beware of men, arldvol
none but Jesus. Follow no footprints but the faatprof that flock which follows at His heel. Youllw

do best not even to follow the sheep, but to foltbe Shepherd only, and to do that even if you walk
alone. May the Holy Spirit be given you to lead yoto all truth. Thus much upon the great principle

let it act as a warning.

Il. ITS SPECIAL APPLICATION TO OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST asir encouragement. If we
have the Lord Jesus Christ as our leader we cbrtammnot go beyond our leader, but we shall beipri
leged to grow more and more like He and we shafidyé&cted, according to our text, as our leader is

First,this is what we might have expectéde see ordinarily, as we have said that the glsgrows
like his Master, but with such a Master the prodessomes surer. With such a Master, of whom these
lips cannot speak well enough, a Master the lateghose shoes | am not worthy to unloose, it may
well come to pass that we are melted down with lawe poured out into the mold of obedience. He is
the Creator—can He not create in us His image? Buwch a ne as He is, we confidently expect it.

For, observe, the teaching, itself is such thaiust have power over hearts that yield to it. ¢is-
trine is almighty love—all His teaching is divinadayet so broken down to human capacity that it ex-
actly suits the man who has taken the yoke of €hpsn him and determined to learn of Him. Other
masters teach us crooked and doubtful lessons.whkmh learned, too often the best wisdom is to un-
learn them. But with our Lord, the teaching is ngste, most heavenly, most potent—and we feel with-
in ourselves that it is so true, so noble, so gratidt it comes to us with authority and not aswioed
of man.

If I knew only what Jesus teaches, | would coneltitht a teacher who gives forth such doctrines
and such precepts must influence His disciples.itBstnot in His teaching alone that His influenies.

The most potent charm KBimself When He spoke here below they said, “Never makespike this
Man,” and the reason was because, “never man likedhis Man.” His Word was with power, but then
He Himself was THE WORD. If you view the precepthirist as embodied in His life, they glow with
beauty and flash with power. You can bear from sadleacher what you could not have endured from
anybody else, for His character gives Him a righspeak. Many of His precepts would have seemed
perfectly preposterous had they first fallen frdme tips of fallible men, for their hearers wouldvaa
cried out, “Physician, heal yourself.” Coming frd#im, they come naturally as good fruit from a good
tree—they are the necessary fruit of such a natndesuch a life. Who can help being persuaded when
the arguments live before our eyes? We are ovengalMey the grandeur of the Redeemer’s goodness,
by the splendor of His love, the infinity of Hislfsgacrifice. Jesus commands our faith by the raeh
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of Himself and by that same revelation He conforrego Himself. Was ever such a life as His? Was
ever such a death? Was ever such an altogethdy lpgeson as His? Was ever such perfection as His?
In life, He was so outspoken and yet so gentlesosmageous and yet so kind, so unflinching andsget
tender, wearing His heart upon His sleeve in thesparency of truth, but prudent and guarding Hiimse
with infallible wisdom. He was a match for all, hever they might assail Him, and yet apparently neve
on His guard at all, but as a child among themhiblg child Jesus. Oh, if you sit at Jesus’ feat yall

not only learn of Him and His teaching will havew®y over you, but you will leardlim, for He Him-
self is His own best lesson. Never did eyes lookntip those dear eyes of Jesus, which are “asyée e
of doves by the rivers of water, washed with mitid ditly set,” but they were themselves cleansed an
purified till they became “like the fish pools inekhbon, by the gate of Beth-rabbim.” Who could bear
the Lord Jesus on his heart, like a cluster of myand not be perfumed by His presence? Who cauld b
with Him and not be like He is?

We feel quite sure that the disciples will grokelitheir Master in the case of Jesus because He in-
spires them with an intense love to Himself whitdmfes forth in enthusiasm for Him. Get a teacher
whom all the scholars love and admire, and thelyseibn learn. Make them enthusiastic for him, and n
lesson will be too hard. This, our dear and bles¢sed, of whom these lips cannot speak as theyldghou
has done. We admire, we love, no, we adore Himiskeir God, our all in all, and therefore we desire
to be molded at His will. Live for Him? Yes, we dint to be our joy, for the love of Christ empowess
Die for HIm? Yes, His saints in all ages have m&dito lay down their lives for Him. Full of fervand
fired with enthusiasm, they have suffered lossekraproaches for His name’s sake. If the Teacher in
spires such enthusiasm, doubtless He will fastierdisciples in His likeness.

Best of all, our great Teacher has a Spirit witmHa mighty Spirit, God Himself, the Holy Spirit.
And when He teaches, He teaches not with wordsealoat with a power which goes beyond the ear
into the heart itself. Other teachers, except ag tbllow Christ, must depend upon the charms of el
guence, or the force of argument. But our Lordutfomost eloquent of all, for His lips are likadg
dropping sweet-smelling myrrh—though full of argurtee for His is the wisdom of God—relies upon
the energy which He felt when He said, “The Smfithe Lord is upon Me, for the Lord has anointed
Me.” The divine Spirit casts a light into the saflsuch a brilliance that things not seen standiout
clearest evidence. And things hoped for are graspétkir very substance. With that light there esm
also life to feel, power to realize, and discerntrierjudge. And so the soul is led into all trutidahe
scholar receives the lessons of his Lord in th&rdnd energy. Who else can give this Spirit? Byatv
other teacher can the Holy Spirit be breathed urst® Who would not sit at the feet of a Master aa-tr
scendently above all others in possessing suchfimité gift? | would to God, while | am speakinguis,
that some here present would say, “Gladly wouldrhmit myself to that great Teacher.” Remember,
beloved, if you want Him to be your Master, He dtyuangs for you to be His disciple.

I think | have now shown that it was to be expedteat, with such a Master, disciples should be-
come like He is. Now let me observe thais was virtually promisedt is promised to us, in effect, in
the great decree of predestination, “For whom He fdreknow He also did predestinate to be con-
formed to the image of His Son.” This is the grpatpose of God, that Christ may be the first-born
among many brethren, and that the brethren maydoen@any in whose faces the Lord shall discern the
image of the Only Begotten. What God predestinatesnay confidently expect.

It is promised to us in the very name of JesusstHor that name is Jesus, “For He shall save His
people from their sins.” But saving men from thais is the bringing of them back into a conditain
purity and holiness. This indeed is the salvatidncv we preach—not the mere forgiveness of sin, as
some think—but the conquering of sin, the driving of sin, the making of men like the Lord Jesus by
the Spirit of God. The very name of Jesus tellshas He means to make His disciples as free fram si
as He is.

We know, also, that this was our Lord’s object, ttee design of Christ’s life is clearly seen insHi
last prayer when He prayed, “Sanctify them thro¥glr truth; Your Word is truth. And for their sakes
| sanctify Myself, that they also might be sanetifithrough the truth.” You can see that His onecibj
is to make His people holy as He is holy, to kdegnt from evil even as He was kept, and to make them
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conquerors over sin even as He conquered. All ifisHe labored at this with the 12 and with others
who followed with Him and His last prayer breatleis, “I pray not that You should take them out of
the world, but that You should keep them from thi."eEverywhere this is seen to be true. The rela-
tionships which He assumes suppose it, for brethrenlike their brother, and friends are like their
friend. The metaphors which He uses imply the sdmmg, for the engrafted branch drinks in the natur
of the stem, the spouse grows like her husband{tf@tembers of the body are of the same nature as
the head. The mystical Christ it not like the imadehe Babylonian monarch’s dream with head of
gold, and feet of clay, but Christ is one throughdine grace which dwells in the head, transfornes t
whole body. It is our delightful expectation tha/e shall be like He is, for we shall see Him asisié

and then we shall be satisfied, for we shall wakénHis likeness.

Well, brethren, what we might have expected, ahdtviod has thus virtually promisdtgs been
actually seenfor the disciples have been like their Lord, &md is where | want to lay the most stress.
Have not the disciples been like their Lord in peiof character? It would be very absurd for meap
that the Old Testament saints were disciples ofsChr a literal sense, and yet in spirit theyvedire so,
for the gospel is the same in all ages, and tassame light which lightens every man that comés i
the world. The inner teaching of the Spirit was shene to Abel and to Noah as it was to John and Pau
And while apostles looked back to Jesus and wdight@ned, patriarchs looked forward and had light,
too. Now each of the saints in the olden time ladeslikeness to the Lord Jesus Christ. Think ava f
of them and you will see some of His beauties. Abekals His righteousness and Enoch His walking
with God; Job shows His patience and Abraham Hik;f&oses His meekness and Samuel His power
of intercession; Daniel is like He in His integriynd Jeremiah in His weeping. Like drops of morning
dew, all these reflected the light of the Sun ajiReousness.

In the New Testament, we see the transforming poivelis teaching in many instances. Peter and
John were like their Master, for we read that whieir enemies “saw the boldness of Peter and John,
and perceived that they were unlearned and ignonamt, they took knowledge of them that they had
been with Jesus.” The likeness was so strikingtthegt were obliged to confess it. Take John alfore,

a minute, and who can read his epistles withouhgayEven thus his Master spoke?” John was far be-
hind his Lord, but yet how marvelously like Him! ¥dhave smiled at your children sometimes when
you have seen your own ways repeated in them. Ywe beheld your own peculiarities as in a mirror.
Almost unconsciously, they have been yourself iniature. So was it evidently with John. If it isidy;

as tradition says, that he was carried into therabsy when he was too old to walk, and was in thigith

of saying to them, “Little children, love one anethlittle children, love one another’—it was skeli

our Lord Jesus Christ, you might have thought thesteér had returned to earth. As for Paul, in many
aspects he is the counterpart of his Lord, andraad that strange passage in Romans which staggers
some, where he says, “l could wish myself accurfsech Christ for my brethren, according to the
flesh,” | am led to say, “Herein he resembles Blassed One who was actually made a curse forsus, a
it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone that hangs drea.”” Now, all the saints of God, more or lessc@d-

ing as they have fully been disciples of JesugplaysHis characteristics. | cannot stop, this mognito

tell you what characteristics | see in you which Bke my Lord. | rejoice that | do know brothensda
sisters here of whom | have often said to myseélfah see their Master in them.” | wish | could say

of all of you, but still, I am glad to see in somgahe points of true likeness to Jesus, the faotilrac-
teristics which mark all the children of God. Thare little touches of their Father in all the besf sal-
vation which make us feel that they belong to tame family as Jesus. They could not have learned
those ways—they must have been imparted by a footh above.

It is a very noteworthy thing that those who aiszighles of Christ even become like Him as to their
life story. Going back to the old saints as beieglly disciples of the doctrine of the Redeemesrdhis
Melchizedek bringing forth bread and wine to refrédbraham—would you not have thought it was
Christ Himself? There is Isaac gently submittinghte father while he draws the knife to slay him—
could you not have said that it was Jesus? Thedessph making himself known to his brethren and
ruling all Egypt for their good—might we not haveught that it was our Lord come on earth before
His time to bless His chosen ones? Yonder is Dawithing back with Goliath’'s head, while all the

6 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 21




Sermon #1248 The Choice of a Leader 7

maidens of Israel rejoice around him—could you hate thought it was our Master returning from
Edom with dyed garments from Bozrah? The saintgygres of Him because they are of the same type
as He is. As for the disciples after Christ canmoay will often find them in positions which set forde-

sus Christ most evidently. See Stephen boldly dedahe gospel until his enemies stone him. Have
you not read of his Master many times, “They wduwde stoned Him, but He conveyed Himself out of
their sight”? Look at Paul at Lystra. They are abwmusacrifice to him—it makes you think of days
when the crowd cried, “Hosanna, Hosanna.” Lo, thaste rebukes the throng, and now are they ston-
ing him—and it recalls to your memory the time wtka crowd shouted, “Crucify Him, crucify Him;
away with such a fellow from the earth.” Read ttaysof Paul in the shipwreck, when he says to the
captain of the ship, and to the officer of the r®0‘Be of good cheer, for there shall be no Idsany
man’s life among you.” You might almost have thouglwas the Savior Himself saying to the winds
and waves, “Peace, be still.” Indeed, Christ iglifHis members. His life is written out again hreir
lives.

Beloved, | could mention many saints of moderresnm whose lives we may see Jesus. That poor
woman who dropped into the treasury her two mivdsch were all her living—is she not very much
like Jesus who gave up all for us, and became th@drwe, through His poverty, might be rich? Others
are like the woman who broke the alabaster boxre€ipus ointment, to give their best things to her
Lord. Do they not remind you of the Lover of ouusy who broke the precious alabaster box of His
body and filled all earth and heaven with the pad@ Everyone who gives up self for God’s glory is
Jesus in miniature. Look at John Howard going alamubng the dungeons of Europe, spying out poor
prisoners to do them good. Is not that Christ aéircagain, with glad tidings for the captives? Ghr
Williams landing at Erromanga with his life in hiends, to convert cannibals—was not that laying
down his life for the sheep? Now, dear friends do think if we had your life before us we could raak
out anything like Jesus Christ in it? If you aresHisciple it will be so. There will it be in yobiog-
raphy as your children will read it—for they wikkad it better than anybody else. There it will be a
your wife will read it and as those you work withllwead it—something which looks as if it were ex-
tracted from the life of Jesus. Students in Clgistllege must be like their Tutor, and they are.

| dare say the brother is present here of whom &bout to speak. And if so, he will be sorry taihe
me tell the story and would stop my mouth if heldolwill, however, make bold to go on. | know a
house painter who was working with other men otertop of the Great Northern Railway, at a great
height. One of his fellow workmen had been drinkiggy heavily and was unsteady on the lofty scaf-
fold. He said to himself, “That man will never gkiwn alive,” and rather than he should perish,die a
tually offered to carry him down on his back. libee it would have been death to them both if the a
tempt had been made, but he cheerfully offeredsai@, “My soul is safe. | am a Christian. | am afra
you will be killed and if you are, your soul wiledost. | will carry you down if you will only keegui-
et.” The man rejected the kind offer, though petiegaagain and again, and alas, in trying to descend
he fell into the middle of the railway from a dréalcheight, and was taken up dead. When | heardyof
good brother, a humble member of this church, dtiag, |1 thought, “There is our Master, revealed in
His disciple.” Our life is a painting, and if weeain Christ’s studio, there will be traces of Hanld, and
men will exclaim, “That was no common painter. Teabke, that line, is just the line that the great
Master used to make. | am sure He has put in ttoasdes.” O brethren, we need none of us wish to be
originals—let us plagiarize Christ—and that will the grandest original. God help us in this.

Now | was going to say, but time has fled, thatig€ls disciples grow like He in their strugglesdan
in their temptations. They are met by Satan assClwas. They are tried by the world as Christ was.
They are assailed by Sadducean unbelief and Piltassperstition as Christ was. They have to go
through the same fight and blessed be God, theyheirsame victories. Christ’s disciples overcome si
By their Master’s help, they rise above doubt, thapquish the world, and they stand in purity and
faith. By-and-by they shall be like He in their r@as. “To him that overcomes,” He says, “I will gito
sit upon My throne, even as | have overcome aneé satdown with My Father upon His throne.”

It is a beautiful subject. | wish | had the pow@mwork it out, the way in which the disciple ofsile
thus, by sure steps, becomes perfected into thgerfChrist, till the likeness is so near and kse

Volume 21 Tell someone today how much you love Jé&urist. 7




8 The Choice of a Leader Sermon #1248

that even the blear eyes of this wicked world i@ dm atmosphere of its ignorance cannot help geein
that the man is like the Master.

lll. Now, lastly, we will dwell for two or three minutegpon this encouraging fact, that WE MAY
PUT ALL OF THIS TO THE TEST, this morning, if we WiBrethren and sisters, if you are not disci-
ples of Jesus Christ, remember He will receive yeiwill receive you though you have been to other
masters and learned a great deal under them, wathich you will have to unlearn. It is a very edling
to take a man and teach him if his mind is cleat eean. But you have learned a great deal that you
will have to forget. O you of 40, 50, or 60, whatvarld of mischief there is in you that will have t
come out. Well, my Master will take you for pupiteough you have been with other masters all this
while. And, though you do not know even the ruditsesf what He is going to teach, He will take you.
My Lord Jesus keeps an A B C school—He begins tithinfants. What a mercy it is that He takes
such poor, stupid heads as ours, who know nothingp what we ought not to know. And | will add, if
you have but very little capacity, or none atialloes not matter—

“He takes the fool, and makes him know

The wonders of His dying love.”
Not many great men, not many mighty are chosenGloat has chosen the poor of this world, and things
that are not, and things that are despised, yabwarak things and foolish things, has God chosen.
Come to Him, for if you are incapable, He is notd adis capacity will soon overcome your incapacity.
You say, “I cannot learn.” Ah, but you do not knbaw well He can teach, for He can teach so wetl tha
even those who think they cannot learn are sodnuicted in His school. Stand not back, dear friend,
because you cannot pay the fee, for my Mastegsfise school. He takes nothing from us, but Hegiv
everything to us. The only admission ticket that yeed is simply to be willing to be taught, todoa-
scious that you need teaching and guiding, andibong yourself to His guidance and instruction. Are
you willing to do so? “Oh,” you say, “I shall grie\Him till He gives me up.” Well, | have often thgiu
so. | do not wonder that you are troubled with tetught—it has often come across me when | see
what little progress | have made after being soymaars in His school. If | had a human master, he
would have been out of patience with me long agd.tBe Lord Jesus Christ never gives up a scholar—
having once commenced to teach, He continues Wiaaliessons till they are fully learned—and the
more difficult it is for Him to teach, the more hamt will be when He gets all His scholars eduddts
the skies. He will not brook a defeat in this mattéle will overcome ignorance, sin, hardness of tyear
infirmity, and incapacity till He shall have instted us in the lore of heaven and made us meetto b
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in ligtime, dear brethren and sisters, you that ar@assh
of Christ, let us sit at His feet. Let us followlitis ways more closely than ever. And you, deantis,
who as yet are not in His school, He says to y®uhd is simple, let him turn in here. As for him tha
needs understanding, let him eat of My bread anmtk dsf the wine which | have mingled.” May the
good Lord incline your hearts to learn of Him, @nrist's sake. Amen.
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