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“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive oursehand the truth is not in us. If we confess ounsi
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, ant cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we
say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liandalis word is not in us.”
1 John 1:8, 9, 10.

“GOD is light, and in Him is no darkness at aliyid consequently He cannot have fellowship with
darkness. God is light, that is purity, and astthieee Holy One, He can hold no communion with #nig
uity. God is light, that is knowledge, for all tig are known unto the Lord, and with ignorance Hg h
no affinity. God is light, that is truth, for Hercaeither err, nor break His word and therefore chienot
smile on anything that is false. We are constaathing, first on this side and then on that, fogrthis
darkness in us. God is essentially light and itas possible for His nature to be affected by eithmgou-
rity or error. Out of this attribute of His natuaeises the fact that the Lord always deals withghias
they are. Man invents fictions, but God createssta®&/e conceive of things as they appear, but Ged s
them as they exist. “Man looks at the outward appeze, but God looks at the heart.” The dress of
things impressess, but all things are naked and open befdim. The Lord never misrepresents, nor
has fellowship with misrepresentation. We are ferelwurrying about with our paint and varnish and
tinsel—laboring to make the meaner thing appeaaleiguthe more precious—and spending our skill in
making the sham seem as brilliant as the reality. a8 this is contrary to the way of the Lord. Eye
thing is true in God and everything is seen irretlity by His all-discerning eyes. Because Haghbt|
He deals with things in the light, treating thentlasy are. If God is to deal graciously with us, west,
each one, stand in the light, and present oursddgéme Him as we are. If there is on our lips lagfa
word, or in our heart a false thought, or in ountha knowingly false judgment, we are out of the
sphere in which God can have fellowship with u§.wé say that we have fellowship with Him, and
walk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth.”

Yet, dear friends, the natural tendency of ourthsao try and appear to be what we are not. We a
have, more or less, to struggle against this tengdaor it assails the most truthful. That loveapiprov-
al, which, rightly checked and kept in order, Hasuses, very often pushes men on to pretend bete
ter than they are. Fear of censure is an equaikegal means of producing hypocrisy. We must, by al
means, strive against the very beginnings of tghtful evil, for if it should ever get the masgesver
us it will make us altogether untruthful, and cangntly, we shall be far removed from all power to
walk with God. The Lord cannot stand with us on piretform of seeming and appearance, but only on
the ground of what we really are. Therefore, inportion as we are untrue, we cut ourselves off from
God.

Our tendency to be false is illustrated in theptbabefore us, for we find three grades of it ¢her
There is firsthe man who lies“H we say we have fellowship with Him, and walk darkness, we lie,
and do not the truth.” We say and do that whiangue if, while abiding under the influence of aimd
falsehood, we claim to have fellowship with Godthils tendency is left alone and unchecked, you wil
find the man growing worse and doing accordinghi®éighth verse, in which it is written, “We deaeiv
ourselves.” Here the utterer of the falsehood lwasectobelieve his own lieHe has blinded his under-
standing and befouled his conscience till he ha®ie his own dupe. Falsehood has saturated his na-
ture so that he puts darkness for light and lightdfarkness. This is, at once, his sin and hisgbument.

He closed his eyes so long that, at length, hebbasme stone blind. He will soon reach the complete
development of his sin which is described in theheverse, when the man, who first lied and then; s
ondly, deceived himself, becomes so audacioussiridigeness as tdaspheme the Most Holy by mak-
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ing Him a liar. It is impossible to say where sin will end. Thregimning of it is as a little water in which
a bird may wash and scatter half the pool in dr&us.in its progress, sin like the brook swellsoirat
torrent deep and broad. We must, therefore, judgsetves very severely. If we do not, our natueal t
dency to falseness will lead us to false assed®io ourselves and urge us on till we delude tuese
into the foolish belief that we are what we proudipresent ourselves to be. And then our sin essala
in the desperation of our pride, to a point wheeetink God Himself is untrue.

Our only safe course—and may the Spirit of Godgus grace to follow it—is to come to God as
we actually are and ask Him to deal with us in &h¥esus according to our actual condition. If vee a
to walk with God at all, it must be in the lightnd if we once walk in the light with Him, our cotidn
will tally with the description of verse seven—wea#i see sin in ourselves and daily feel the blobd
Jesus Christ cleansing us. Only on the footingroflaily confessed and pardoned can there be &ny fe
lowship between us and the eternal God this sideeaf/en, for that footing is the only one consisten
with the facts of the case. Let us daily ask thedLim keep us in a truthful spirit, admitting thrath,
both concerning ourselves and our Lord, feelingpdwer, and desiring to He taught still more ot.it
us pray Him to deal with us, not according to aypositions, but according to the facts, and letmus
treat Him never to allow us to rejoice in fanciel@dsings, such as might satisfy our proud, half-
stupefied conscience, but to give to us the rezddahgs of genuine forgiveness and effectual ciegns
from all unrighteousness.

I intend at this time, as God may help us, filetonsider the three coursesich lie open before us
in the text; then, secondly, tmnsider how to follow in the right coursand thirdly, it shall be my en-
deavor to lead you toonsider why you should do.so

|. LET US CONSIDER THE THREE COURSES laid open befmsen the text.

| will suppose that we are all earnestly anxicudé in fellowship with God. We cannot bear to be
His enemies any longer. Distance from Him has becdistasteful to us. We long, like the prodigal,son
to arise and go to our Father that we may hereditetl in our Father's house. Our deceitful head-s
gests to us, first, that we shoudény our present sinfulnesand so claim fellowship with God on the
grounds that we are holy and so may draw nearddiily God. It is suggested to our hearts that we
should say that, “We have no sin,” and are neithugity by act nor defiled in nature. This is a bals
sertion and he who makes it has no truth in hinb,dbwifferent times and by very different persans
has been made and stoutly maintained. There arg mays in which this proud saying has been justi-
fied. Some have arrived at it by denying altogetier doctrine of original sin, “as the Pelagians do
vainly talk.” They will not admit that there is ault and natural corruption in the nature of evergn
whereby man is very far gone from original righteoess and therefore is of his own nature, inclioed
evil. Now we, | trust, will always be clear fromighdoctrinal error, for we know, as David did, tha
were shaped in iniquity and are—

“Sprung from the man whose desperate fall

Corrupts the blood, and taints us all.”
| do not suppose that many of you are likely to way have no sin on the ground of a disbelief dina
ral depravity, for many of you know this truth, noerely as a matter of creed, but as a terrible fac
which has come home to you and caused you greaivsolf, however, any of you should venture to
plead that you have no sin on the ground that yaiure is not evil, | do beseech you to rid yousrhe
of that lie, for a lie it is, through and throughdon’t care how honest your parents are, or hobieno
your ancestry was—there is in you a bias towardls ¥wour animal passions, no, more—your mental
faculties are unhinged and out of order—and urdesse power beyond your own shall keep your de-
sires in check, you will soon prove by overt adtg@ansgression the depravity of your nature.

It is not uncommon for others to arrive at the samonclusion by another road. They have the audac-
ity to say that they have no sin by feelings anliefeewhich they, as a rule, ascribe to the Holyrigp
Now, if any man says that all tendency to sin isggbrom him, that his heart is at all times perfectd
his desires always pure so that he has no sinnnwhatsoever, he may have traveled a very different
road from the character we just now warned you glimut he has reached the same conclusion and we
have but one word for both boasters, it is the wafrdur text, “If we say that we have no sin, we de
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”
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Some, however, have reached this position by anotute. They plead that though it may be they
have sin, yet they are not bad at he@iniey look uporsin as a technical term and though they admit, in
words, that they have sin, yet they practicallyydgmy saying, “I have a good heart at bottomlways
was well-intentioned from the very first. True, wh&ave done does not appear to be right accortding
the very severe judgement of the law of God, kmarinot help that. | only followed my nature and-can
not be blamed, for | never meant to do anythingngreither to God or man. | have always been kind t
the poor and have done the right thing all rourkhdw | have erred—of course we all have—here and
there, but you cannot expect a fellow to be perfiecan’t say | see anything to find fault withnmen.”
Thus you in effect say you have no sin. Though gaumpliment God by saying with the church service,
“We are miserable sinners,” you do not mean itllatyaou mean that if you have sinned, it has been
your misfortune and you are to be pitied rathenthamed. In so saying or feeling, you prove that t
truth is not in you—you are either deplorably igaaras to what holiness is, or else you are wiiful
uttering a lie. In either, case the truth is noyaui.

A fourth sort of persons say the same thing, foeiathey confess that they have sinned, theykthin
themselves now to be in a proper and fit conditmneceive pardon. “We have prayed,” they say. “We
have repented; we have read the Scriptures; we dtéereded public worship and are as right as we can
be. We have tenderness, contrition, and every aglt proper feeling—our wonder is that we do not
receive salvation.” It would be a very great wontteme if you did. It does not matter how you got
there, you have virtually come to the same plactha®thers of whom | have spoken, for you believe
that there is nothing about you which can operg#erst your salvation. You think you are ripe fogm
cy, fit for pardon—and what is this but declarimgit you are not in a sinful state? All things agady
with you and you half insinuate that God is not ready—ihisasting the blame of your unbelief upon
God and disowning it yourself. According to youead, you are a poor innocent whom God delays to
bless. You are willing and earnest enough and yepakses you by—do you really believe this? Then,
let me tell you that if any man dreams that hedn&imess or preparation for divine grace, he knoats
what he speaks, for in the very nature of things,dnly fithess for grace is the need of it. Theaidf
fitness is only another form of the vain notionneérit and it cannot find an inch of foothold in thes-
pel. True penitents can see nothing in themselveoimend them to mercy and therefore, they cast
themselves upon undeserved favor, feeling both aimya@and unfit, but hoping to receive forgiveness
freely.

Whatever shape our denial of our sinful nature state may take, please remember that that denial
is meretalk and nothing more—*“lfve saywe have no sin.” You know how little value we altdo evi-
dence of the nature of, “I say,” and, “They saytiefe may be no truth whatever in such evidence, and
in the present case, there is nothing whateveratwant the proud saying, “We have no sin.” Ther wi
come a day when the righteous will have no sirg asatter of fact, but now, whether saint or sinffer,
you say, “I have no sin,” you say it and that is @he words sound very pretty, but there is nd fac
correspond with them.

Moreover, the idea of having no sin is a delusigou-are altogether deceived if you say so—the
truth is not in you and you have not seen thingghetrue light. You must have shut your eyes & th
high requirements of the law. You must be a strat@mgour own heart. You must be blind to your own
conduct and you must have forgotten to search gmughts and to weigh your motives, or you would
have detected the presence of sin. He who canmbiwfater in the sea is no more foolish than the man
who cannot perceive sin in his members. As theflsalbrs every drop of the Atlantic, so does sifeetf
every atom of our nature. It is so sadly thereaondantly there, that if you cannot detect it, poe
deceived.

This self-deceit has arrived by a good deal ofpading and ingenious trickery. To deceive another
requires a measure of cunning, but to deceive ptfunseds far more. Our deceitful heart revealalan
most Satanic shrewdness in self-deception—it rgashbugh makes the worse reason to appear to be
the best reason—and it states a lie so that it svisar fashion of truth. If you say you have no gy
have achieved a fearful success—you have put autg@n eyes and perverted your own reason! You
have fed upon falsehood till it has entered intaryeery being and rendered you incapable of truth.
know you claim to be very sincere in your beliefyolur own rightness. And | know it would be very
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hard to persuade you differently—and this makealithe worse—for so much the more completely
have you deceived yourself. Now that you call dadey light, and boast that your blindness is true
sight, we mourn over you as all but hopeless. Aedfear lest the Lord should leave you to perish be-
cause you cling so fast to your lie.

In how many ways men manage to deceive themseles} can do it by irreligion and by religion,
too. They do it by outrageous sin and by boasthmcsty. They can mislead themselves by precious
hymns—uwhich rightly understood speak truth, butnglg turned, speak desperate falsehoods by dwell-
ing upon the work of the Spirit of God—which rightaken is greatly for our consolation, but takén a
ter the Pharisaic manner may itself be misconstametimade to furnish wind for the bubble of vainglo
ry. O friends, it is not without effort that menrpert the best things into excuses for pride, yes)
even their meat into poison. It is not an easygliom get up to sinlessness, nor is it an easy mgtte
keep the cheat from collapsing. The baseless fabust be deftly put together and it will need much
propping up and buttressing—it is almost as harsetem to be as to be—perhaps | might say it is-hard
er. Pity that men should be at such pains to madls of themselves.

Let it be remembered, however, that while the nvlin has deceived himself says, “I have no sin,”
he has not deceived the Lord. God sees sin irf w& do not. The ostrich is reported to bury heachin
the sand and then to suppose herself safe, bus $he more speedily taken. And we may shut ous eye
and say, “I have no sin,” but in so doing, insteddecuring eternal salvation, we shall as pralyica
give ourselves up to the destroyer as the birth@iesert is fabled to do. Let a man say, “I| havsin,”
and he has condemned himself out of his own mdattthe text says of such a man the truth is not in
him—and he who has not truth in him is not savdte &bsence of confession of present sin means the
absence of the light of truth and sincerity. Godesaall sorts of people, however black their dims,the
man of a false spirit, the Pharisaic washer ofdhtside of the cup, while the inside is foul, ig tast
person who is likely to be saved. A main point @ameersion consists in a man’s being honrdet it is
the honest and good ground which receives the $kegdu preach the gospel among the roughest and
most profane of men, there is more hope of sucassmg them than among hypocritical professors.
Open enmity and opposition are better than thaepded friendship which begins and ends with the
shallow compliments of empty formalism. Outwardgielusness, unattended by heart piety, does a man
serious injury by rendering him superficial and eairin all that he does in reference to God—and as
God desires truth in the inward parts, He will patley with dishonest men. Pretend and profess and
boast how you will, but understand this—the lividgd abhors everything which is not according to the
strictest truth.

Now, all this may serve for our guidance when segkhe Lord. Awakened sinners often say, “If |
could feel my heart was right towards God, theould believe that He would look upon me in mercy.”
How wrong is this! If you felt that all was right, would be an untruthful feeling, for by naturé sl
wrong. “Oh, sir,” you say, “if | could but feel thaow, at last, | am as | ought to be before Gedea-
der and as penitent as He would have me to be | tt@uld have hope.” No, my dear friend, such &fee
ing would not be according to truth, for no mamasstender and as penitent as he ought to be. Aroiif
felt you were, you would be feelinglia, and so the truth would not be in you. | do nohivgou to feel
that you are what you ought to be. | pray that yray admit that you aneot what you ought to be. |
would have you feel unrest and absence of anytikegatisfaction, for such feelings will be accogl
to the truth. | beseech you never claim to expegdeelings which you do not feel, nor make hypocri
cal confessions of sin which you have never conaahjthor pretend to a repentance which is not in you
for the Lord hates all shams and will only dealhwybu according to truth. If you are consciousrof i
penitence, go to the Lord and tell Him you haveaaltheart which will not feel either the terrorstHi
law or the warmth of His love. In other words, goHim just as you are and confess what you are, and
ask Him to deal with you in Christ Jesus as He geesto be. That is the only way—the plan of pre-
tending that we are now free from sin will not wankd bring us blessing, for, “We deceive ourselves
and the truth is not in us.”

The second course which is open to us is theadmeh | trust the divine Spirit may lead us to fol-
low, to lay bare our case before God exactly as it ssaflflwe confess our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us fronmajuity.” Please observe that John does not sayyé
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confess ousin.” He had been speaking of that in tH&\&rse, but here he uses the plural, to include
both sin in its essence and in its actual developrimeour life. We are to confess both the inward s
and the outward fruit of it. We must say, “Lordadmit with shame that as my nature is corrupt, such
has my life been. | am a sinner both by naturelgngdractice.” Make the confession of the two things
of the cause and the effect, of the original dejpyavthe foul source—and then of the actual sin whic

is the polluted stream. And if you say, “How ano Iconfess it?” | would say this—To confess sin does
not mean merely on some one occasion to repeatbgaf sins before God in private, nor at certain
set seasons to rehearse a list of our faults—itnmealife-long acknowledgment of our sin. We must
take our places as they who have sinned and néesn@t to occupy the position of innocent beings.
We are to look towards God as a man ought to lol& has transgressed. Do you understand me? The
Pharisee took up the posture and spirit of a mam l@d no sin in him and said, “God, | thank Youg H
was not confessing sin, but claiming righteousnemsd-he was not accepted because he was out of the
light—that is to say, he was not speaking and rigediccording to truth. But the publican, thouglsael

little and made no confession of sin in detail, lygthis posture—by his striking his breast, by i
daring to look up, by the sigh which he heaved—wigsially confessing sin. When a man prayerfully
begs that he may feel the power of the blood afisldse is confessing sin, for is not the bloodesu$
necessary because of our sin? The daily exerciégtbfin Jesus Christ is a confession of sin,rfor
body would need to believe in a Savior unless hedi Baptism is a confession of sin—who needs to
be buried with Christ if he is alive by a rightenass of his own? To come to the communion table and
remember there the atoning sacrifice is a confassfosin—we would need no remembrance of our
blessed Substitute if we were not sinners. Corndessi sin is best carried out when we deal with @sd
those who have offended Him, not as those whotfesl they are innocent. We are to act before the
Lord as those who know that sin is in them. And laaght such to behave? They will walk with God
very humbly and watchfully. They will be jealousienbred corruption should get the mastery of them
Such persons will daily cry to the strong for sg#n and what is prayer for strength but a contessi
weakness caused by sin? What is watchfulness lbonfession that our nature still needs holding in
check? So ought we to watch as those who feellleabattle is not fought, and therefore, we catapt
down our armor or our sword. We should so liveresé who know that the race is not run, and there-
fore, they press forward. We ought to be prayerfdépendent upon God, as those who know that if
they were left by divine grace, they would go baoko perdition.

When a sinner feels he has no natural fithessefoeiving the grace of God, when a broken spirit
cries, “Oh, what a wretch | am! Not only my past but my present feelings disqualify me for theelov
of God. | seem to be made of hell-hardened sté#tihk | hear him sighing—

“The rocks can rend; the earth can quake;
The seas can roar; the mountains shake—
Of feeling, all things show some sign,

But this unfeeling heart of mine!

To hear the sorrows You have felt,

Dear Lord, an adamant would melt.

But | can read each moving line

And nothing moves this heart of mine!
Your judgments, too, unmoved | hear,
Amazing thought which devils fear!
Goodness and wrath in vain combine

To stir this stupid heart of mine.”

Now, this piteous outcry because all is wrong imitis virtually a confession of sin and a truthful
one, too, forall is wrong If you feel you are desperately bad, remembergmreuworse than you think
you are. Your case is, in itself, desperate, hgselend damnable. If you feel that you are lost, ¢o
not feel too strongly, you are in the true lightes God will meet with you. The Lord will not comse
to meet with you on the ground that you are notlmafca sinner and that after all your sin is ngr@at
evil. No, He will meet you where the truth is aralvinere else. When you confess that you are unworthy
of His pity, you are acknowledging the truth. Antlem you feel guilty, you feel what is really a fadn
this footing of truth, sad truth though it is, therd will meet with you through the atoning bloddis in
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your vileness that sovereign grace over sin abagnaill come to you and cleanse you. Therefore, the
sooner you come to the honest truth, the betteydor, for the sooner you will obtain joy and peace
through believing in Christ. The text means justthTreat God truthfully and He will treat you trath
fully. Make no pretensions before God, but lay barer soul. Let Him see it as it is and then Hd bd
faithful and just to forgive you your sins and teanse you from all unrighteousness. Mark the lyeaut
of that expression—God will deal with you faithfulness His nature is mercy and you, naturally, ex-
pect that if you confess your sin to a merciful Gee will deal mercifully with you and be faithftd

His nature. And He will be so. But He has also gigepromise that if the wicked forsake his way and
the unrighteous man his thoughts and turn untd_tind, He will have mercy upon them—depend upon
it—He will be faithful to His promise. The blood désus Christ has made a full atonement and Gaéd wil
be faithful to that atonement. He will deal withuyon the grounds of the covenant of grace, of which
the sacrifice of Jesus is the seal and thereintddswill be true to you.

What a blessing it is that the Lord will be faithéind just in the cleansing of you from all thefsi-
ness of your nature. | pray you deal honestly atd and say to Him, “Cleanse me, O God, from secret
faults. You desire truth in the inward parts, andhe hidden parts, You will make me know wisdom.
Purge me, therefore, O Lord, and | shall be cleSnfipose you go to a surgeon because you have some
deadly polyp or cancer growing in you? You needhdwe it removed and you know there are a great
many physicians who will profess to cure such thjrgut in reality only give temporary ease. From al
these you keep clear. You are well aware that Iy anlittle root of the growth should be left, itiliv
grow again. So you say outright to the surgeom, t8ire is my disease. | will tell you all the syimps
of it—I only ask to have a thorough cure, cost nf&int may in money or pain. | make no reserve. Do
just whatever you think is best in the case, buter@dean work of it. If you have the knife in yduand,
do not spare it out of pity for my pain, but betjusth me, cut out the disease, roots and all hsd it
may be a complete cure.” Even in the same manieeto ghe Lord, and say, “Lord, here is my sin, |
confess it all. Do not suffer me to have any paadess it is true peace. Do not let me have anyfaam
unless | get it from Christ. And if there must bermconviction of sin and more alarm of conscience—
if there must be deeper gashes and sterner cotsiysoul, Lord, do not spare me—be pleased toepurg
me from the secret depravity of my nature and nmakepure. Your holiness is what | crave after and |
cannot be satisfied till You make me holy, everyas are holy.” This is the way to plead with Godlan
the only way. Confess the sin and then He willdaghful and just to give you the double cure, namel
first, the forgiveness, and next, the cleansingifedl unrighteousness.

Now, there are still some who say, “Well, yeshihk | could go to God in that way, sir, but oh, my
past sins prevent me. | could tell Him | am sinfutpuld ask Him to renew my nature; | could lay-my
self bare before Him, but oh, my past sins. All Imiget be well if | had not so sinned.” Ah, my bret
ren, that brings out a third course which lies befgou, which | hope you will not follow, namelig
deny actual sinThe very thing, which | bless God, you cannotwamld seal your doom, for it would
lead you to make God a liar, and so His Word cowitdabide in you. If you felt able to say, “I havet
sinned,” in proportion as you said, that would poirself out of the light in which God alone canlkva
with you. Some get to that point by saying that tnthay did was not really sin to any extent, oaay
rate, if it would have been sin in other peoplayats not sin in them. Considering their strong joass
they wonder they were not worse. And considerirggdincumstances of their case, they do not see how
they could have done otherwise. In a word, theyehast sinned at all. There is another class who say
“All these commandments have | kept from my youythwhat do | lack?” This self-justification clearly
makes God a liar. For what does the cross of Calwsan? What do those streams of blood mean?
What do those agonies to the death mean? God teb@at a gigantic lie if we have no sin, for Hes ha
provided a propitiation for a thing which does eatst. O hideous profanity! O vile blasphemy, thos
insinuate that the great sacrifice of divine lovasvan acted falsehood! Brethren, we have sinnededi
far beyond anything we know—and the only wise and tvay is to confess it before God.

| find the first part of my subject has occupiedan more time than | thought and therefore, | will
be exceedingly brief upon the second head.

II. LET US NOW CONSIDER HOW WE CAN FOLLOW THIS COURS¥®hich is the only right
and acceptable one, namelg, confess our sinl suppose | am speaking to those who are in sarne
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about their salvation. O my friends lay bare yoonstiences before the law of God. Go and open the
20" chapter of Exodus and read the Ten Commandmehitsk Bf theirspirituality—remember how he
that looks on a woman to lust after her commitdtadywith her in his heart—and let the law, with a
its blaze of light, flash flame into your soul. Dot shirk the facts or shrink from knowing theitl fu
force, but feel the power of the condemning lawefMhecollect your individual sins. Recall them dye
one—those greater sins, those huge blots upon grmnacter—do not try to forget them. If you have
forgotten them, raise them from the grave and thivgmn over and feel them as your own sins. Do not
lay them at the door of anyone else. Do not lookimumstances in order to find alleviation for you
guilt, but set them in the light of God’s countecanRemember, the sins of your holy things, your-Sa
bath sins, your sanctuary sins, your sins agaesBible, your sins against prayer, and your sgesrest

the love of the Father, the blood of Christ, anelstrivings of the Spirit. Oh, how many are thédahk

of your sins of omission, your failures in dutydayour shortcomings in spirit. Repent of what yavé
done and what you have not done. How both thesesfof iniquity may stagger and humble you!

Think of your sins of heart. How cold has thathéaen towards your Savior. Your sins of thought,
how wrongly your mind has often judged. And yourssof imagination; what filthy creatures your im-
agination has portrayed in lively colors on the lwahink of all the sins of your desires and delggh
and hopes and fears. What faculty is there thanbadeen defiled? “The whole head is sick, and the
whole heart faint.” We are bound to confess theraggions of our sin, how we sinned against light,
and against knowledge, against conscience, anasigdivine love, against the monitions of the Holy
Spirit, against tender warnings which came from d¢iéintle voice. Oh, when some of us err, every ounce
of our sin has as much evil in it as a ton of otfmen’s sins. Let us take care that we confessAali
then let us try to see the heinousness of all siaraoffense against a kind, good, loving God—as si
against a perfect law intended for our good. Letemsember our wanton sins, our mischievous sins, si
which hurt ourselves, foolish sins, despicable it which our spirits have descended even thaugh
have known the nobility of holiness and had sonleviesship with God. | beseech you, dear hearer, try
to fix your eyes on Jesus Christ and His atonirngifsee and live as a believer in Him, and this Iwil
make you live as a constant confessor of sin. Heerwthe wounds of Jesus speak peace, they also
preach penitence. And when the atonement givesatsit also makes us meek and lowly in heart under
a sense of abiding faultiness. As you see whatsJasifered, you will see how you sinned. And as you
observe the glory of His merit, you will see therbo of your own demerit. Thus may you daily, asdo
as you live, confess sin and find cleansing frohumatighteousness.

[Il. LET US CONSIDER WHY WE SHOULD CONFESS SIN. | shsdly, first, do so becaugeas
right. Religious lie-telling is a dreadful thing and thés plenty of it. If | could be saved by masking
condition before God, | would not like to be savedhat way. The man whose heart is in the lighiek
to do right. It would he a great dishonor to Godwppose it possible that He will save us in anpmea
which would not accord with truth. It is right thae should come before God, as we are, and plead fo
mercy through Jesus Christ, and therefore, letous. d

Moreover, upon some of us it is imperative, beeawss cannot do anything els€here may possibly
be a person here who could say, “I have no sint’IBwuld not. Why, if | were to claim innocence; e
ther of nature or practice, the words would chole 8ay | have no sin! | should expect to turn bliack
the face and fall down dead; it would be so grobs.& 0 say | have no sin, why there is not ong pa
my whole nature but what would protest against srclassertion! | have to come to God as a sinner, |
cannot help it. And | would to God that everyonehis place felt they had to, too, for it is théeint and
design of the law to convict the sinner in ordeatthe may be compelled to accept salvation on free
grace terms through Jesus Christ. You can neveh @fish in a net while there is one mesh through
which he can escape, but when all the meshes ammalbthat the fish cannot get out, then we hake t
en him. When you are such a sinner that you cgpleatl that you have no sin, nor yet that you hate n
sinned, but are quite convicted to be saved byegrdren you are in Christ’s net and He will liftuyo
out—and the Fisher of Men shall have cause toagejoi

Besides, beloved friends, suppose we have trieghpear before God what we are r@@bd has not
been deceivedor He is not mocked. We may set up a very resfbe character to please ourselves and
give it a few touches every now and then, justetatsoff and improve it. And we may even find anmu
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ber of people to join with us to form a mutual atation society and our friends may cheerfully hesar
talk about what wonderful beings we are, providedwill sit and hear them glorify themselves in re-
turn—but neither with one witness nor a thousanuegses will our boasts be one jot more true ker li

ly to be believed in heaven. God is not misled.lbtiks at all boasters of their own purity and says,
“When you say you have no sin, you make Me a &iad My word is not in you, for if the truth were in
you, you would know that sin is in you. And if Myond were in you, you would also confess that you
have sinned and humble yourselves before Me.”

| exhort you, sinner, to give up all your attemjatdeel right and to be right before coming to Giod
Christ Jesus. Have you not made a great failuri¢ aifeady? You thought you were getting right for
Christ, but just then you fell in the worst possilatay. You have been trying to repair your old fodst
and make yourself respectable before coming tos€Hiut every time you have touched the garment the
tear has grown worse. Give up all attempts to peefia grace and come to Jesus Christ just as g@u a
When you have been trying to make yourself fedl yoa are right and proper for Christ, you haverbee
sinning against God, for you have been flying ia theth of His witness, which is that Jesus Christ
came, not to save the righteous, but sinners. dpgition as you try to make yourself out to be tgh
eous, you have denied the testimony of God. MaySihieit of God help you to come to your heavenly
Father on the ground of truth, confessing that gaue sinned—that is the truth for you, and on the
ground that Christ died for sinners—that is thehtron God'’s side which enables Him to smile on sin-
ners.

Now, what is your state this morning? Are you caddan iceberg as to divine things? Come and tell
the Lord you are an iceberg and let Him thaw yotaWis your state—hard as a rock, or like a nether
millstone? Is there no feeling? Come and tell tbedLthat you do not feel. Oh, is there no tracarof
good feeling in you? Come to my Lord without a &raxd feeling and tell Him just what you are. And
oh, if you can dare to say, over the head of allry@n and sinfulness, “Nevertheless, | rest mysaslf
the blood that cleanses from all sin and | besétmh O Lord, seeing | confess my sin, to cleanse me
from all unrighteousness,” you will find Him faithifand just to do it. Come as the citizens of Gathd
to King Edward IIl when the city was captured—cowith ropes about your neck, admitting that if sen-
tence were executed upon you, you deserve it. Gdroace in all your filthiness and nakedness—come
with no jewels in your ears, with no ornaments ugouar necks, and with no recommendation whatev-
er—come as sinners by nature and as sinners byjigeraPlead nothing that looks like goodness, but
come in your sin. Do not try to put one touch oinpan those cheeks of yours, nor imitate the flagh
health upon that consumptive countenance. Comewsang and say, “Lord, look at me as | am, a worse
sinner than even | think myself to be, and thenashee infinity of Your free grace, and the power of
Jesus’ dying love in saving me, even me.” Ah, mgtlwren, you will not be long without peace if you
draw near to God in that fashion. Fling away amgpprations, fitness, commendations, and hopefulness
and take my Lord Jesus, as empty-handed sinnezsHimk. Meet Him just as He is and just as you are.
God will deal with you truthfully. He will never sahaway a sinner that comes to Him according titru
For my own part, | mean to come to Him as a simheays. | know | am saved, but | never hope to get
one inch beyond that verse—"The blood of JesussGHtis Son cleanses me from all sin,” for only so
can | walk in the light as He is in the light.
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