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“Unto you therefore which believe He is preciousutunto them which are disobedient,
the stone which the builders disallowed, the samenade the head of the corner,
and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offenseervto them
which stumble at the word, being disobedient.”
1 Peter 2:7, 8.

SO it always is where Jesus comes—He divides thgaay into believers and unbelievers—the
obedient and the disobedient. But why are unbelg\veere, called disobedient? Is faith a mattdawf
and because a man does not believe, does he tleedefobey? How can it be otherwise? Is it notta na
ural duty for every man to believe that which igef? Let the very least among us judge in so simple
matter! It so happens that in the very form andhsloaf the words in the original tongue, to beliewel
to obey are much the same and certainly, to debeland to disobey are things of very near relation
ship. To disbelieve is in its very essence disatgyior he who disbelieves the Word of the Kinglis-
loyal at heart. If | doubt the veracity of God,dve assailed His authority and if, when He setthfblis
Son to be a propitiation for sin, | refuse to acddn, disobedience is included in that rejectids. it
were difficult to tell by which form of sin our fla¢r, Adam, fell, for all sins were wrapped up ie thk-
ing of the forbidden fruit, so unbelief containghun itself the eggs of all sins possible to men.

Moreover, unbelief of God’s Word is the root of ather sin. A man who does not believe his God
is a man who casts off the law of God. He has direajected God’s gospel—why should he respect the
law? If the silken cords of love are broken asunbdew much less is the man likely to bear the bafds
law?

Now, inasmuch as it is painfully certain that ayikarge proportion of these who hear the gospel are
unbelieving and disobedient, it becomes importartansider, What is the result of this disobedi@nce
This disobedience leads them into violent oppasitM/hat effect does their opposition produce? The
text tells usthe result of human opposition upon Christ Himsatfgd secondlyupon the persons who
offer it.

|. Let us consider, in the first place, then, THE RESWF THE UNBELIEF AND THE OPPOSI-
TION OF MEN AGAINST THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. We ad that, as far as He is concerned,
“The stone which the builders disallowed, the s@maade the head of the corner"—in one word, it has
not affected Him at all! The opposition of mankimals, by no means, and in no degree, lessenedahe gl
ry which God has put upon His dear Son. The busldejected the stone with disdain—"It shall not be
built,” they said, “in the temple of our hope.” B@od has said, “It shall be the top stone,” aralttp
stone it is, and shall be, despite all the oppmsitf earth or hell. The rage of puny man shalhmare
defeat the Lord than the anger of a gnat can affecsun! Human opposition shall no more thwart the
divine will than a withered leaf cast into Niagaran block the water flow. He that stumbles upos thi
stone shall be broken, but the stone itself witl @ injured.

Observe how the Lord Jesus has been rejected oainthget His cause has stood against all opposi-
tion. First caméhe Jew He had the pride of race to maintain. Were netxéws the chosen people of
God? Was not Israel set apart by the Most High@sJesmes preaching the gospel to every creature. He
sends His disciples even to the Gentiles and tbexgthe Jews will not have Him. They have beek-4o0
ing for a temporal prince. Jesus does not come thélmagnificence they expected—He is a root out of
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a dry ground, without form or comeliness—they seéhimg of Solomon’s splendor in the poor de-
scendant of the dried-up stock of David. Thereféfayay with Him! Let Him be crucified!” But the
opposition of His countrymen did not defeat theseaaf Christ. If rejected in Palestine, His Wordswa
received in Greece. It triumphed in Rome, it passeaard to Spain, it found a dwelling place in Birit
and at this day, it lights up the face of the dafthe persecution of the apostles at Jerusalenehadt
the spread of the gospel, for they that were seattabroad went everywhere preaching the Word, so
that Jewish enmity was overruled for good and tdwodish builders were made subservient to the uplift
ing of the rejected headstone!

Next arosehe philosopheto be the gospel’s foe. Different schools of thduigéld sway over the
more cultivated minds of the period and no soonerR&ul begin to preach, where these philosophies
were known, than they called him a babbler. Thegrdhavhat he had to say and condemned him as a
fool. This resurrection from the dead, this do@rof an incarnate God who suffered for human sin—it
was too simple for them, too plain to fit in witheir subtle philosophies. But though philosophy enad
terrible inroads, for a while, on the church of Godhe form of the gnostic heresy, did it realtypede
the chariot wheels of Christ? Did it conquer thghfa Oh no, my brethren, for at this day, where are
these philosophies? Who now believes in the Stai¢e®@ would care to be called an Epicurean? These
philosophies have passed away—the stone cut otiteomountain without hands has broken them in
pieces! The stone from the sling of Christ hascétrihe heathen philosophy in the forehead. Wetsee i
corpse lying headless in many an ancient book,enthi¢ Son of David goes forth conquering and to
conquer.

After those days, there came against the churcBanf the determined opposition tfe secular
power. The imperial authorities saw danger in Christianrhese peasants and boors and mechanics set
up a new religion, a religion which spoke of anotkiag, one Jesus. They met together on the fagt d
of the week and sang hymns in His honor as to Gladleover, they refused to keep the holy days of the
gods, nor would they worship the images of the eogeeither departed or living. Everybody elselpai
homage to these imperial demons except these @hnrigtople, so the secular power said, “We will put
them down. Let them be dragged before the judgerseat. Let them be imprisoned, let them be
stripped of their goods, and if that does not dithvem out of this new doctrine, let us try the rack
such like tortures—and if that does not end thexhtHem die! Why cannot men worship the gods of
their fathers? Thus, they tried to stamp out thih faf Jesus, crowding their prisons, flooding thbea-
tres with blood, and wearying the executioners.tAdlt cruelty could do was done! But, my brethren,
what was the result? The more the Christians wppeessed, the more they multiplied! The scattering
of the coals increased the conflagration. The t@s of judgement became pulpits from which Christi
anity was preached and men who stood burning astdéiee commanded mighty audiences, among
which they proclaimed Jesus Christ as king! Thetynar courage made men inquire, “Is there not
something here, the like of which we have neven dedore?” And it was not long before imperial le-
gions bowed before the cross of Christ and thel€zaldihad won the day.

Since that period, the church has been attackedrious modes. The Ariameresyassaulted the De-
ity of Christ, but the church of God delivered tefdrom the accursed thing, as Paul shook thervipe
into the fire. Then came popery, the antichristj anunterfeit of His sacrifice. Now, they set u th
cross of ivory, hung round with gems, to mimic #ieg of kings on His cross of shame. They thrust
before us the crucifix of man’s making instead e$us, Himself, upon the tree. Now, we are asked to
worship saints and relics and images, and | knotwwat else, and manis lifted into the throne of the
infallible God! Some timid minds fear that Jesugi§€thas a stone rejected, will be cast out of tsigh
while high over all, the “Vicar of Christ at Romshall be made the head of the corner, but the dlid
not allow it. Brethren, have faith in God and thimét so! The differing modes of Popery, Roman and
Anglican, shall pass away as all things else haveedhat withstood the cross and cause of JesustChr
Even as a moment’s foam dissolves into the waviebibars it and is gone forever, so shall all tidise
appear! Jesus Christ’s holy gospel and HimselfSor, shall yet be set on high as a rock deftireg
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billows! What a day that was when Luther’s roughbtpst broke the silence of the dark ages! When the
clear teaching of Calvin followed and the bold soté Zwingle were heard and a thousand voices
shouted in chorus! What a day was that when themaawoke from their long sleep to lie no longer
under priestly domination, resolute to be free! @arGod, who sent one Reformation, send another? Be
of good courage, for brighter days are on the Wédngre shall come yet greater awakenings! The Lord,
the avenger of His church, shall yet arise andstbee which the builders disallowed, the same di=ll
the head stone of the corner!

By prophetic vision, | see gathering another opgparsiwhich will be as difficult to cope with as any
that has gone before. | see mustering within tidksaf the church of God men who say they hate all
creeds, meaning that they despise all truth. Theyreey who would gladly be ministers among us and
yet tread under foot all that we hold sacred, aathing, at first, the fullness of their infidelityut little
by little gathering courage to vent their unbebefd heresies! Credophobia is maddening many! They
appear to fear lest they should beliewgthingand to hope that there is something good to bedon
atheism, or devil worship—indeed, in all religioescept the only true one. We lift our earnestgsit
but if it should be lost amidst the general popalamor, and if the nations should be drunk, agaith
the wine of this fornication and turn aside to ermhat matters it to the ultimate success of tieenal
cause? Yet has Jehovah set His King upon His hblgfizion and yet shall the ancient decree be ful
filled! The throne of Christ shall stand and theeawant sealed with blood shall be sure to all thesen
seed! Let us have comfort, for despite all that lsardone by men or devils, not one elect soul d¥ell
lost, not one soul redeemed by blood shall be bBedtout of the Redeemer’s hand! Christ shall ne¢ lo
so much as a grain of glory neither in earth ndneaven. His people’s earnest contention for tith fa
shall honor Him. Their patient suffering shall giMden praise—heaven shall be the sweeter rest to the
and the brighter place of glory to them when Hdlskturn with them from Edom, with dyed garments
from Bozrah, travailing in the greatness of Hiesgth, having trod the winepress and overcome His
foes. Then shall His rest be glorious and His josplete!

Thus much, then, upon the effect of human oppasitidhe stone which the builders disallowed,
the same is made the head of the corner.”

Il. A far more painful subject must now occupy our rditen, namely, THE CONSEQUENCE OF
THIS OPPOSITION TO THE OPPOSERS. Let us dwell vgtkat solemnity upon one or two points.
When men stumble at the plan of salvation by Ckricrificial work,what is it that they stumble at?
The reply must be a somewhat wide one, but it capossibly comprehend all the reasons for man’s
wicked opposition to his best friend.

Some stumble at the person of Chidgisus, they will admit, was a good man, but tanot accept
Him as co-equal and co-eternal with the Father. @ hearer, if you would be saved, stumble not at
this, for who but a God could save you? And howlddhbe justice of God have been satisfied unless
One of infinite nature had become the propitiafionsin? My soul falls gratefully back upon the doc
trine of the Deity of Christ for her deepest comfand | pray that none of you may reject it, ferds-
sured that, apart from it, there is no true groohgeace for the conscience.

Some stumble at His worklany cannot see how Jesus Christ is become ti@tiation for human
guilt and we fear, the reason why they cannot sest itre in that Word of our Lord, “You believe not
because you are not of My sheep.” We fell, my bbmthnot personally, but ianother It was our first
father, Adam, who first ruined us, not we, oursslerhaps it was because we so fell that it wasipo
ble for us to be restored. As we fell in anothberé was a loophole for mercy, for the Lord, having
dealt with us under one federal head, could judtigl with us under another federal head! And thlls f
en in another, we now rise in another! As by thertfe of one, the condemnation came upon all men,
so by the righteousness of One does the forgivermag to as many as believe in Him. The doctrine of
substitution or representation begins at the fanrdhhuman history and runs through its whole seur
| beseech you, do not quibble with it! It is ricalim and comfort to us who have received it. It has
turned our hell to heaven. The Spirit, by its medras renewed our nature and has made us other than
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we were—and today we have no hope apart from ttegious sacrifice of Emmanuel. Oh that you who
are objectors would accept that which today yomsle at!

Some stumble at Christ’s teachiagd what is it they stumble at in that? Sometiinissbecause it is
too holy—"Christ is too puritanical—He cuts off opleasures.” But it is not so. He denies us noplea
ure which is not sinful. He multiplies our joys! &lthings which He denies to us are only joyouspin a
pearance, while His commands are real bliss. {Ssly some, “His teachings are too severe.” Yefr
others | hear the opposite accusation, for wherpsgach free, objectors cry, “You encourage men in
sin!” There is little chance of pleasing the sohsnen, for what gratifies some, offends others. But
ly, there is no just reason on either ground tonkle at the gospel, for though it does place gootksy
where they should be placed,gifts of the Spirit and not as things of merit, yetsita gospel according
to holiness as those know who have proved its power.

We have found some object to the teachings of Cheasause they are too humbling. He destroys
self-confidence and He presents salvation to nandhmse who are lost. “This lays us too low,” says
one. Yet | have heard from the opposite cornehefrtouse an objection to the gospel because itgnake
men proud, for some say, “How dare you speak aigeertain that you are saved? That is a boastful
speech and ill befits a lowly sinner.” Friend, dut stumble at the blessed truth of God, for beligwee
certainly saved and may know it—and yet be alllthmbler for the knowledge. You are humbled, it is
true, by Christ, and laid low—but He exalts youdue time—and when He exalts you, by His grace,
there is no fear of boasting, for boasting is edetliby grace.

Still, I have known others object that the gosgeioo mysterious—they cannot understand it, they
say. While again, from the other corner of the cassp | have heard the objection that it is toonplai
This being saved by simply believing in Christas plain for many and too hard for others. Below,
not quibble at it for either reason. What if thare mysteries in it? Can you expect to comprehdind a
thatGod knows? Be teachable as a child and the gospebe/diweet to you.

We have known some who have stumbled at Christcouat of His peopland truly, they have
some excuse. They have said, “Look at Christ'ofedlrs, see their imperfections and hypocrisies!t Bu
why judge theMasterby Hisservants?a could weep while | confess how much there isrofit in your
accusations, but let me beseech you—Iay the fawltiradoor, not at our Master’'s—for there is nothing
in His teaching that encourages our sinning, antenman be more severe towards hypocrisy than is
Christ Jesus our Lord! This stumbling at His peapléhowever, frequently founded on another reason.
The lovers of the gospel, it is said, are genenadiyy poor and unfashionable. To unite with thertois
lose caste. Now, that is true and it always has see From the first day until now, the gospel thaisr-
ished most where there has been least care foiofasind honor among men. But, | know, if you are
men, this will be a small concern with you. Onlypgke who are not men, but mimics of men, care for
these small matters. You, if your manhood is at@uld be, will feel that to follow the truth baveted,
through the mire, is better than to ride with tieeimh all her pomp. Besides, taking the great mfabe
earth as a class, is their society so especialyalde? Are the rich so very virtuous? Are theafso
peculiarly good? | think not. We have noble excadi There are a few who wear the coronet and yet
will wear a crown in heaven, but taking them adass,the honorable among men are no better than
they should be. No order of men have more to ansevehan kings and princes. At their will, human
blood has flowed like water and nations have bemsemed by famine and pestilence as the result of
their wars. Why, then, accouittiteir favor to be so precious a thing? We can turn dbé&es upon those
who sneer at Christ’s servants for their lownessaok, for before the eyes of God, the great omes a
the most evil of all when they become leaders iguity. Now, if these are your objections, | prapds
to give you grace to play the man and bear joyftli/ reproach of Christ.

What does this stumbling at Christ cost the ungbtignswer, it costs them a great deal. Those who
make Him a rock of stumbling are great losers by this life Opposition to Jesus is, to many men, a
kicking against the pricks. When the eastern fardmaes his bullock and it moves amiss, he goads it
And if the bullock is not broken in, it kicks agatrthe goad as soon as it is pricked—and the conse-
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guence is, it drives the goad into itself more dgefand if it then kicks violently, the goad piercasd
wounds it still more. It is so with rebellious mdrheir persecutions hurt themselves—they canndiyrea
injure our Lord. The hammer said, “I will break thevil,” and the anvil did not answer, but stayeds
place, while the hammer smote it day after day. Maiter month, year after year, the anvil patientl
received the blows, but after awhile the hammekérand though it did not say so, for it was toetu

to speak, the anvil might have said, “I have brokandreds of hammers before, and | shall break hun-
dreds more by patient endurance.” It is so withi€hand His church, and His gospel—the persecutor
may smite, and smite, and smite—the true Chrishakes no reply, but patiently bears, and in thg lon
run, that patient endurance will break the persgaddéwn. What anger it costs ungodly men to oppose
Christ! Some of them cannot let Him alone! Theyl walge and fume. Concerning Jesus, it is true that
you must either love or hate Him—He cannot longrizbfferent to you—and therefore, inward con-
flicts come to opposers.

| remember an ungodly man who was a raving hat€hwist. A Bible was brought into his house,
he seized it and destroyed it in his wrath. Herdittknow that when his daughter went to bed hes eye
were wet with tears at what her father had donetlaaidthe next night there was a New Testamentrunde
her head. When by-and-by, he found out that slem@éd the house of God, there were great thredts an
| do not know what, of blustering. But it was domad, the same for that, and his anger was patiently
borne. “Well,” he thought, “she is a foolish gil,will end there,” but very soon another daugHier
came pious and then he was furious. He took his waifo his counsels, to help him, but by her quiver
ing manner, she betrayed that she did not likgptoseedings. And after awhile, he found out tha, sh
when he was away, had snuck into the little meekiogse, too, and that she was feeling, with her
daughters, the value of eternal things. Well, astdie had a boy left! The women were always fdwds,
said, but his boy, he hoped, would show more seamgknot be deluded. Like his father, he would neve
fall into superstition, would he? He would see dbdband question him. What was his surprise tal fin
the boy speak up like a man, and say, “Yes, Fathelieve as my sisters do, and | go to the haise
God whenever | can, and | mean to do so.” To hipr&e, he found all his house inclined to hear the
gospel and most of them believers in it! It did hiim good to be in a passion about it, but he used t
rave horribly, and | fear he thereby shorteneddaigs. But the thing went on in spite of all he diidhe-
servants of the house also joined the people anteting, and his laborers went in the same wag Go
intended to bless the family and the enemy was fdesg&to prevent it, though it cost him much anger
and wrath.

Ah, what it costs some memhen they come to diéh the days when persecution was more public
than it is now, many persons were guilty of beinfpimers against the Puritans or the Quakers. These
traitors’ deaths were, in many cases, appalling,because of any peculiar pains they endured, &ut b
cause how their persecuting innocent neighbors agm® their memory in their last moments. And
some of them could not rest for crying out and mgkacknowledgment of the injustice that they had
done to good men in hunting them into prisons forshipping God. If any of you do not believe in Je-
sus and will not be saved by Him yourselves, | Wiaeicommend you to let Him and His people alone,
for if you oppose Him, you will be the losers, Hélwot. Your opposition is utterly futile! Like anake
biting a file, you will only break your own teetiiou cannot hurt the church, nor hurt the Word otiGo
Perhaps your very opposition is one cog in the Wteearge it on. If the things are of God, it isvain
that you fight against them. Be as wise as Hamaifess when she warned her husband that if Mordecai
was of the seed of the Jews, before whom he haghttegfall, it was no use to take up the clubs rgfai
him. This warning was proven to be true when Hamaa hung upon the gallows fifty cubits high! To
oppose the royal seed of heaven is of no use whigtleut assures ruin to those who engage in it.

Now, suppose a man says, “| am not going to belibatJesus Christ came into this world and died
for the guilty, neither will I have Him for my Saorl | will run the risks.” Well, remember, if youodt,
it is at your own cost. Do it if you dare. Many ygago a captain was sent out in one of the govemnhm
ships, theThetis to discover a shoal, a rock, or some other obstm said to exist in the Mediterranean
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Sea. The captain was an old salt who knew littleuaimavigation as a science, and cared less fes rul
books, theories, and so on. He always sneeredeaitific works. Though he sailed near the spotdige

not discover the rock and came back. But one obfiisers was persuaded that, nevertheless, thase w
something in the report. So, sometime after, wheehdd become, himself, a first officer in anothes-v

sel, he sailed near the spot and discovered wa#t marked on the charts of the Admiralty and he re
ceived a considerable reward for having made theodiery. The old captain cursed and swore at these
newfangled fellows who could find what he could!rndé would not believe the shoal was there—one
thing he would do—they might call him a liar if el not drive the Thetis right over the spot whigre
rock was marked and so prove it to be all nonséfiedrad an opportunity, sometime later, when he was
out upon a cruise. He sailed close to the spot ethdk the chart, and thinking he had passed oviee it
cried out to those who were standing round, witmynexpressions of blasphemy, that he had proved
these whippersnappers to be fools and liars! Ribeauttered his boast there came a crash, thevsisip

on the rock, and in a few minutes she was sink@ygthe good providence of God, all on board escaped
except the captain; he was in such a desperatedtatind that when last he was seen he was on deck
in his shirt sleeves rushing about as if he hacegoad! You see, his firm belief that there was oakr
there did not alter the case—he was wrecked foolhésinacy.

There are a great many who say, “Oh, | do not belig | shall not bother my head about it.” Well,
you are warned! You are warned, remember that! &'teea way of salvation by Jesus Christ, the incar-
nate God, and we implore you to accept it. If youndt, this rock of unbelief will be your eternaiis-
wreck. | pray God that every one of us may bow k@efohrist and accept Him as our King. He will
shortly come to be our judge! Oh, let us worshipnHis our Mediator! Look to Him! Look to Him on
His cross, for you must soon look to Him on Hisotie. Look to His wounds! Behold the atoning blood!
Look to Him and find salvation! Whether you lookkam now or not, you will have to look to Him in
that day when heaven and earth shall rock and treekrumpet shall sound, the dead shall riseyand
among them! Then the books shall be opened andethience of eternal wrath shall be uttered against
the disobedient and unbelieving! God save us allésus’ sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—1 Peter 2.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—118, 2, 961.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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