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THE MIRACLE OF THE LOAVES
NO. 1218

A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“They considered not the miracle of the loaves.”
Mark 6:52.

LET us, with deep attention, consider the miradléhe loaves, lest we fall into the same evil a th
which happened to the disciples in the text. Whay tsaw Jesus walking on the sea, “They were sore
amazed in themselves and wondered: for they comsldeot the miracle of the loaves, for their heart
was hardened.” Hard hearts and painful unbelief®gpp in the waste places where we bury our for-
gotten mercies. The miracles of our Lord JesussClotght to be considered. They are not trifles and
they ought not to be passed over as if they wezentire commonplace stories of a daily newspaper.
Everything that has to do with the Son of God g aubject for the deepest study and all His sggin
and works should be sought out by them that hagaspire therein. Neither earth nor heaven, time nor
eternity, yield choicer gems of thought than thiei@eements of our Lord. Remember, since JesustChris
is the same yesterday, today, and forever, whalitlat one time ought to be well considered, bezaus
it is the index of what He is prepared to ayain should the need arise. He would still sooner fded
own sheep by a miracle than allow them to lack gogd thing. His accomplished wonders have not
spent His strength—He has the dew of His youthwgbibn Him. Our Samson’s locks are not shorn! Our
Solomon has not lost His wisdom! Our Immanuel hatsceased to be, “God with us.”

If the disciples had considered the miracle of ltheeves, they would have observed that Christ is
grand in emergencies. When there were five thoupaogle to be fed, and no towns and villages near
enough to supply them with bread and the peoplet fiaurst by the way before they could reach the
markets, then Christ was ready, full-handed in tohecarcity, prompt to dispense His liberality|eatm
meet the emergency so perfectly that the peopld hawe been very thankful that such an emergency
had arisen. And no doubt, often wished that thayiccbave been in such a strait, again, if they @¢oul
have had the Lord near to bring them out of it. Hael considered the miracle of the loaves, theidis
ples would have known that Christ is not only gram@mergencies, but that He displays His power
spontaneously, without need of pressing or evemptimg. Before anybody else had cared for the mul-
titude, He began inquiring about the state of tiygpses from which the famishing must be fed. He it
was who thought of the way of feeding them—it wadeaign invented and originated by Himself. His
followers had looked at their little bit of breaddafish and given up the task as hopeless. BusJatu
together unembarrassed, and in no perplexity, haddy considered how He would feed the thousands
and make the fainting sing for joy. The Lord of iogeeded no entreaty to becomeHiost of Hostsof
hungry men. Remembering this, the disciples, iir thew distress should have said within themselves,
“Now will He display His power. We have scarcelyedeto cry to Him, for before we call, He will an-
swer! And while the emergency is yet pressing upenminds, He will hear.” But they forgot what He
had done on that occasion and therefore, theyntelldistrust as to their new trial. Beloved, ig tlus a
very common fault with us? Do we not too often frgrhat the Lord has done for us in times past? We
sing so rightly—

“His love in time past forbids me to think

He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;

Each sweet Ebenezer | have in review

Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through
But do we not forget those Ebenezers? Do we nat fvequently suffer our memory to let His benefits
go? Is not depression of spirit occasioned by #ut that we do not well consider the miracle of the
loaves or its counterpart which has taken placeumnhistory? How many times have | sought the Lord
in sorest trouble and He has brought me throughatrdens have | carried to Him and found them
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vanish! What needs has He not supplied? What nehasd He not worked on my behalf? Surely, if |
think of what He has done for me, | shall not, geleny heart is hardened, permit myself to be afraid
Cannot many of you say the same? Are there nosaasgur pilgrimage through the desert which, as
you look back upon them, are to your grateful mgmary green and full of sunlight where the Lord
revealed Himself to you and worked very mightily f@u? Consider, then, the miracle of the loaves as
it has transpired in your own life story and be afoaid, whatever your present trouble may be.

At the present time, | shall not consider the nigaxf the loaves in the form of a sermon, but allow
our discourse to take the shape of a little frigridik.

I. Come; let us think a little, first, about THE GUESWho gathered around our Lord when He
worked the miracle of the loaves.

And we are struck, first, wittheir great numberJesus had His feast days, when He kept open house
and entertained His guests in unusual crowds. Tvesgecially, He held very remarkable feasts argd Hi
banquets were distinguished for the number thaedanthem. Here were five thousand men and on an-
other occasion, some four thousand men, besidesewamd children—and | should think that is a very
large “besides,” for the women and children maysfadyg have outnumbered the men—at least they of-
ten do so in our congregations nowadays. This @asting on an imperial scale! In the present irtgan
five thousand gathered together and all were alygasvided for as if there had been but five. Slo
we not considethis point and argue from it that the Lord Jesusfeed our hungry souls if we come to
Him? Should we not, each one of us, say, thenl, & a soul needing His love and mercy, surely He
can bless me? Are there a great many saved alréa@yRundreds pressing to the Savior at this very
hour? Then why should | be shut out? He who coeddl ffive thousand could certainly feed five thou-
sand and one! One, more or less, could make neréifte at so great a feast. No, | am quite ced&in
sus can supply me, for He had twelve basldtafter He had fed the entire host. Come, my sbybu
are hungering after Christ, do not stand back asgh you would be one too many! The more the mer-
rier! The more that come to His gospel banquetntbee pleased Jesus is.”

Some religionists are in raptures with the textrd® is the gate, and narrow is the way, and few
there are that find it.” They dwell upon the wortiewthere are that find it,” with an evident gusto and
self-appreciation, something like the old conseveatoter when he denounced household suffrage and
gloried in his own monopoly! Such thoughts are axtording to the mind of Christ! He did not say, “I
will feed five hundred out of these people and st may starve.” But in the mighty bounty of His
heart, the greatness of their number and the diszoktheir need moved Him to come forward and sup-
ply them all! Had there been fifty, they might hayene home as on other occasions, for fifty might
possibly have found food in the villages. But tlemds of five thousand required a divine supply. The
greatness of the number of sinners seems bothctmueage our Lord to act in mercy and to make it di-
vinely fit that He should act, for by His knowledgleall He justify many and bring many sons unte glo
ry. Let no sinner ever be troubled with the drdsat he would be one too many at the banquet ofyherc
Neither let him fear that he will be an intrudehr{St's banqueting hall was an open field—thereewer
no walls or doors, or persons guarding the entrafibas free is His feast of love at this moment. Who
ever will, let him come!

We note, nextthe strange character of His gueste do not know what sort of people they were,
but this we do know, He did not exempt one becadsey flaw in his character! They were a nonde-
script multitude. Little good could be said of thexcept that they had an ear to hear Jesus preach a
were especially glad if the sermon was the firsirse, with loaves and fishes for the second. Theyew
a carnal people and had nothing about them tha&rded our Lord’s consideration. But when did Jesus
Christ wait until merdeservedt before He blessed them? When we give alms hivk it right to make
inquiries about the deserving characters of thase apply to us for relief. And | suppose we must do
so, or we shall do mischief. But our heavenly Fa#®nds his rain both upon the just and upon the un
just and even so, our Lord Jesus Christ feeds thesgle, though many of them were mere loafers and
hangers on. Bad or good, the generous Savior f&d.th could not hurt them to have a bit of bread a
fish to eat. A gift of food which people eat befanar eyes is generally safe charity, and so thetéfdas
fed them. Let me, then, say to myself, | may beywerworthy and am. And my character may have
nothing about it to commend it to the Lord JesusisthBut why should He not feed me with the food
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that is necessary for my soul? Has He not cometheoworld to save sinners? Did He not visit this
world as a physician to heal the sick? Let not myarthiness keep me back! Need of merit did not ex-
clude one person from the miracle of the loaved,ianeed not exclude me, for He bids me come. Un-
worthy as | am, He invites me freely, repeatedbrnestly—yes—Hecommandane to come. Why,
then, should | hesitate? If there are many, | b&llone among them. And if they are of all kindsydy

the more freely join them.

These guests had one thing in common which, | inaveoubt, will be found among us, alsthey
were all hungry and they were all podrhey could not supply one single dish for thdegablot one of
them had a loaf to contribute or a fish to givehe Master of the feast. They were all hungry it n
one could produce a crust. And the Lord neitheedgkem to contribute nor repelled them because of
their poverty. Am |, then, tonight, an empty sinrfeaving no good in myself? Do | feel that | coulat
contribute even one perfect thought, much lesssotitary perfeciaction to the stores of the Redeem-
er's merit? Nevertheless, He bids me come, andl tcaine. He is a great Giver. | can only beeaeiver
and my utter lack of all goodness fits me to reedrom Him, since the emptier the vessel the mbre i
can receive. If I could help Him, there would beneed for Him to work a miracle on my account. But
since | can bring nothing whatever, | need His mitaus power. As | see Him feeding hungry souls, |
will join in with the rest and partake of the fraf His compassion. They were a penniless, foodless
people, and could not help themselves, but theee@vae who could help theall—and afford that help
with ease! And so, tonight, whatever our heartgessities may be, Jesus is here to enrich us athol to
it in a manner which will manifest the boundlestuna of His love and grace.

On one of these occasions, we read thate were women and children among thé&low, | must
confess, myself, | am not partial to very smallldt@n coming into the congregation. | am glad te se
their mothers, and if they cannot come without ¢ing their infants, | am glad that they should grin
them. But they certainly are not an improvemenrd tongregation, as a rule. Yet here they were—here
were women and children—and | suppose that sonteeothildren were very closely connected with
the women by being carried in their arms, becaheg &re described as, “womand children” They
were all fed and that would stop their crying! Tivegre all supplied, however little they might beadA
should not this be a great encouragement to mani keeking Christ, that if | am no better thaiitke |
crying child that might seem to be a nuisance in'&damily, or if | am a person so poor, so ill-dja
that | may seem to myself to be as much out ofeplaca congregation as a crying babe, yet neverthe-
less, the bounties of divine grace are as mucimfoas for others? Jesus would not have it said tleat H
had no food for the children! He would not have thethers go home and say, “The big men had their
food, but we had only a few bones and broken scrapd the poor dear children had none at all.” In
Christ’s feasts, there is no complaining of theawd as in apostolic days. None are neglected in the
general ministration when Jesus presides. WhoewNemay come and partake of the bounties which the
King of heaven has prepared for every hungry, thgsul!

So much about the guests. May these suggestiobesged by the Holy Spirit to induce some hun-
gry sinner to join with the rest of the company &kt on free grace.

Il. The next thing we will consider in the miracle betloaves is THE ORDERLINESS OF THE
GUESTS. There were five thousand, but they sat domnanks by hundreds and by fifties. | wonder
how they were marshaled so well. Oh, | remembe#d Tbrd of Hosts was there and He knows how to
marshal armies! But how was it that they were wgjlio sit in ranks? People are not always so willin
to be ordered about and when they are hungry, @neyoften very disobedient. But they sat down as
they were told to do. They sat down in rows so thay were divided with little aisles between them.
The original word used by Mark represents themiadet! like beds of flowers, with walks between, so
that as a gardener can go up and down and watiregtilants, so the waiters at the feast could eonv
iently give every man his share of bread and hesenpf fish without confusion. They sat down inkgn
by fifties and by hundreds.

Things do not look so orderly now, do they, as e Ghrist, through His church, feeding the multi-
tudes? There is a good work going on in the nortBngland. There is a revival in Scotland. Theraris
awakening in Ireland and there is a stir in thelamd counties. But does it not look very much like
scramble? Do we not seem to tumble over one anotherad of doing our work in soldierly order? A
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good work springs up in one place all of a sudarile religion is dying out in other quarters. Tieo-

ple are satiated yonder and are starving onltla litay off. We do not get at the masses as a wilole
see the church progress in all places. Let ushmtever, judge too hastily, for Jesus makigsorder

out of our disorder. We see a piece of the puzzle, but whemtiole shall be put together and we shall
see the end from the beginning, | guarantee youshadl see that Christ's great feast of mercy, gh
myriads of guests, has been conducted on a prenoipbrder as mathematically accurate as that which
guides the spheres in their courses! God has anhdin the book of His everlasting purposes, entt
by Him of old, everything that shall occur in theegt economy of His grace—and from that He never
swerves. His purposes ripen at the proper timeHisdplans are carried out according to the wisest
method. Providence, which so often looks wild ahgtering, is not so by any means—it is working in
harmony with grace for the salvation of as manyhsst has bought with His most precious blood—
and for the accomplishment of the grand intentminslecting love, the raising up of this ministedaof
that, the building of this house of prayer and.tEaen the bringing of a certain number of peoplere
time to listen and the bringing of such-and-suchsqes rather than others—and the moving of the
preacher’'s heart to speak in this way and not at, tand to dwell upon that subject and not upon the
other—all these things are so ordered that, whenstbry of the Lord’s great grace banquet shall be
told, we shall say to ourselves, “It could not heeen better. He has done all things well.”

While we shall have to admire the grandeur of tleeke of grace as seen in the number of the saved,
we shall also admire the orderliness of it in treeywn which these saved ones were separated ts Jesu
by the right means, at the right time and in tightrplace, in such a way as to bring the utmossiptes
glory to God. I like to think this over sometimemt that we may quiet ourselves when we do not see
numbers saved, nor that we may ever grow indiffet@ithe great multitudes who remain unconverted,
but that we may rest assured that our God is rsaipghointed—that His plans are not frustrated aat th
after all, the gospel is not preached in vain! Youst not think, dear brother, because for a htele
you have been preaching the gospel apparently utithaccess, that there will be a deficit somewinere
God’s account at the end of the chapter! You mastiream that because in certain countries thegjosp
light burns dimly, God is foiled and defeated! Whka book of God’s purposes shall be all unfolded i
actual history, there will be found no blots, migts, or blunders there! He knows the end from the b
ginning and His purposes shall be fulfilled in gvgat and tittle—innothing shall the glory of God be
marred! Though Satan may be laughing, now, andyavaw and then, the men of the world may boast
against the people of God, it shall not be so endlose of the affair! It shall be said of the entnatter,

“It was a grand banquet of mercy and it was orderell And Christ, the great Head of the house, enad
a divine display of His munificent mercy in causihg multitude to taste of His grace.”

Our duty, I believe, is to urge the people to sitvd and receive the Word of God. And the duty of
the sinner is, especially when he comes to heagdlpel preached, to sit in the attitude of expesta
desiring to obtain the blessing. | like the thoughtthose people all sitting down, although | wonde
some of them did not say, “I shall not sit downoPRloFeed me with two fishes and five loaves? | doul
eat the whole thing! Feed this entire multitude thiay? | shall not sit down. Preposterous! Ridiasld
One is surprised that somebody or other did notgetnd say, “No, no, no, we are not to be madks foo
of after this fashion. Show us the table and shewsamething on it to sit down to, and then we sitll
down, but not before.” Let us be always confiddradttwhen God inclines the people’s hearts to come
expecting a blessing and to wait upon Him fortiisithenthat the blessing comes. | could not imagine
the 5,000 sitting there waiting to be fed and Ghr@ feeding them. Could you conceive such a thing
Their sitting down in expectancy laid a sacred colsipn upon the divine compassion to which it glad-
ly yielded. Oh, soul, if you sit down in your humdeefore Christ, and say, “Lord, | know You candee
me. By faith, | open my mouth wide that | may ef¥our flesh and drink of Your blood"—then assur-
edly, you shall be fed! Never was such a soul sanity away. If you believe in Him so as to accdpt o
Him, you have HimRejoice in Him!

Enough, then, about the order of the feast.

lll. And now, a little about THEIR FARE. They had breadl fish. Jesus seems to have made that
His standing bill of fare whenever He spread a batig-bread and fish. They once gavien a piece of
honeycomb, but He seems always to have given theadband fish. Bread was enough, was it not?
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Yes, enough, but not enough for Him to give, forlélees to supply a little more than enough. He oul
give a delicacy as well as a staple—there was baeddish. When Jesus Christ makes feasts for souls
He gives them staple— bread, all that they can naethe necessities for their souls’ life. Giviagsuf-
ficiency, He also gives excellence—He gives fisteré shall be savor and delight and peace with God.
You shall not say, “He has given me workhouse fare-doles out by half-ounces exactly what | need,
but He helps me to no sweet morsels, no fat thinljof marrow.” No, you shall have more than you
actually need! You shall find in your dish a segeiething which will sweeten all, and many other
precious things of which you shall sing, “He sa¢isimy mouth with good things.”

Jesus might have called some of the people closéntoand given them bread and fish, and then
have fed the next row with bread only, but He dodl ¢ho so. He gave bread and fish all round—ansl it i
very sweet to think that all souls that come toi§thget the same spiritual food—and if they do eat
in the same measure, it is their own fault, not IHisr every promise that is in the Word of Godas f
every soul that believes in Him, save only whemnesg@romises are reserved for spiritual attainments,
and then, those spiritual attainments are to bghdafter and may be reached by all the familyci@ef
of sinners! If you come to Jesus, there is the savein His heart foyou as for the chief of saints! O,
least and weakest, and feeblest of all who believiesus! There is the same covenant mercy and cove
nant blessing for you as for Paul or Peter! Breadlfesh He gave to all who came to His table, anehe
so, there is a uniformity of spiritual meat for ik brethren. Jesus is the same precious Chradt tdis
people.

What suitable food it was! Other kinds of food ntiglave been either distasteful or indigestible to a
considerable number, but bread and fish would guweit all palates and all conditions. They might a
be satisfied with such light and yet substanti@ldfoand probably they all were so. And here was the
beauty of it—they did all eand were filled It was the right fare and a most agreeable fanel. there
was so much of it that though they ate much, as/emo doubt they did, for they were very hungoy, f
they had been all day listening to sermons—andishaingry work—still, for all that, there was emgbu
for them, yes, enough and to spare! Gospel pravssare adapted to all needs. Gospel provisions are
plentiful and are liberally given forth to all wilomme for them. Gospel provisions are sweet andsplea
ant to those who participate in them. Gospel prouswill satisfy the most eager appetites.

Come here, you hungry souls, you who have beendsesland from him obtained nothing but the
stony law! Come and eat the bread of heaven! Cpowr, sinner, you who have been to the pleasures of
sin and found nothing there but the husks thasthiee eat. Come to Jesus, and He will fill youtte t
full with a divine meat!

But we must pass on, having noticed the guests,drader and their fare, to notice the waiters.

IV. THE WAITERS at this feast were the disciples. Nw apostles, | think, merely, but the disci-
ples—all of them. They each came and received &opoand handed it round to the hundreds and the
fifties. What a blessed thing it is that Jesus §thras not taken upon Himself to call all His pegly
His grace, apart frormstrumentality He might have done so if He had chosen. The éieSpirit does
not stand in any need as—it is His condescension which leads Him to empleyHe might have sent
the Bible into the world, and the only part we ntigave been permitted to take in it might have been
the printing of it, the giving of it away or thellagg of it—and there it might have been left. Bastead,

He uses the living voice, the living example, ané pious persuasions of His own quickened disciples
And what an honor this is! What a privilege thisliam sure | should have been very delighted dagt

to help to pass round the bread and the fish—anddnmot you? It is one of the greatest pleasures yo
can have in life to feed a hungry man. If you haver done it, you all know that there is a lookw@bo
his eyes and a joy in the manner of his eating Wwihi@kes you whisper to others, “I wish you would
come and see him eat.” It gives you pleasure tdhiepleasure! If he is very hungry, every mouthéul
sweet to him, and you feel a sympathy with his géss$ as his needs are supplied.

What delightful work it must have been to servetbat bread and fish! But O, to preach the gospel!
To preach the gospel when God is blessing it toessi | have just finished twenty-one years of phea
ing to this congregation and they have been twenty-years of toil, especially as the sermons have
been printed every week. But | would not changevibek for any conceivable occupation, or the hap-
piness of preaching the gospel for any happinessp:that of seeing Jesus face to face! And lyehl
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not know that | wish for that till | have done pceing the gospel, for if souls are to be savedouba
far rather tarry here to help in it than go to heraitself.

Oh, the joy it gives you to see men saved! Havetlseen them, sometimes, in the vestry when |
have talked with them and prayed with them, ang tieve risen from their knees, and said, “I see it,
sir, | understand it now. | never saw it beforam a saved man. | believe in Jesus, | know He is my
Savior.” If a man finds joy in having made £10,d80business, he may keep his joy. | would sooner
have the bliss of winning one soul for Christ! Tdés an intense satisfaction in soul-winning! Thase
the things George Herbert would have said, thatermaigsic in our bosoms when we lie awake at nights.
These are the things that make it sweet to liveensih sweet to die, if we may feed poor hungryssoul
with the bread of heaven!

Now, | want all of you who love the Lord and haasted of what He provides, to busy yourselves
with supplying others. | wish we had more young mmeming forward to enter into the Christian minis-
try, that more would devote their strength andntslé¢o the preaching of the gospel. But, at theesam
time, we ought to have more persons busying themseah the school, more talking about Jesus Christ
in their various families, more friends who woulden their rooms for prayer meetings, more who
would, in some way or other, try to get at the hyngorld with the gospel of Jesus Christ. “Welldys
one, “but we must not push too much nor becomeisite.” We do not find that any disciple labored
under that fear. No one intrudes on a hungry méare ibrings him bread to eat. And if the hungry man
should be so unkind as to call it intrusion, | haaedoubt that after he has been fed, he will by ve
grieved with himself for having said so and he whoenreproached will readily accept the apology. Go
and intrude yourselves, my brethren, among the tyungth the bread of heaven! Intrude yourselves
between the living and the dead, as Aaron did Wwishsmoking censor! Intrude yourselves in the yalle
of dry bones and cry aloud unto them, “Thus sagsLibrd, you dry bones, live!” Intrude yourselves as
Christ intruded into a world which despised anéctgd Him, to whom, after all, He is the only Savio

V. We are getting on with our consideration of theacle, for we have seen the fare and the waiters.
Now, let us go a step farther, namely, to THE BLE8% There they sit, all hungry, and the waiters ar
all ready, but our Lord will not proceed till Heshevorshipped and rendered thanks. There is songethin
in His glance and gesture—He looked up to heavemat\id that mean? “O Father, these loaves and
fishes are Yours. You have given them to us. Wakhéou for them. And now, O Father, the power to
make these sufficient for the emergency comes tneaven. Grant it, we pray You.” Brethren, always
give that look upward before you begin your worltly S‘'Lord, here am |, a poor nobody, trying to teac
others and to bring souls to Christ. For what | &thank You, for | am that by Your grace, but i
to be useful, You must make me so. Lord, | lookwitth the hope that You will look down.” After our
Lord had looked up to heaven, we find that He lddsaend then He broke the loaves. Jesus must bless
our labor or it will be fruitlessHe could bless the bread for Himself, but we must laalay from our-
selves for the blessing. May Jesus bless youradl,He will, if you look up, and say, “Lord, bless.u
Always do that on Sabbath-days, especially, fos¢hare great settled feasts of the Lord. Ask thel Lo
to bless what the preacher is going to say and itheill be made profitable to you. After the bless
comes the distribution, but not till then. O, fooma looking up to God, for in Him lies our streng@,
for more praying; there can never be too much af!tif we stopped every evangelistic service for
awhile and ceased from all teaching and preacimrayder to spend a season in crying mightily uhto t
Lord, it might be the quickest way of doing the dlerwork! Pauses for prayer are ramlays!Prayer-
less haste makes ill speed.

VI. Now came the work itsel—THE EATING. The discipldstributed the bread and the fish as
quickly as they could and the people began toTdsay all ate of the provision and they were al&dl
Now, what should every soul, here, conclude, bigt-thf Jesus has provided spiritual meat, He has not
provided it to bdookedat. He has not set it before us that we may méredy about it. He has provided
it that it might all of it beeaten What is there for me? Lord, | am hungry, grantarmaeal. O, souls, if
you would hear sermons with the view of knowing wiere is in them for yourselves—that you might
feed upon them—what blessed work it would be t@agheto you! But we hold up the bread of heaven
and discuss its excellencies, and tell you ofweetness, and persuade you to taste and see hatgoo
is—and then, we have the unhappiness of seeingwouyour backs both upon it and upon the great
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Lord of the feast—and you go your way as if youedaneither for Him nor for His bounties! The disci-
ples had not this sorrow to distress them. Nont@fmultitude refused the Lord’s provision. Theanir
cle of the loaves and fishes would have been a,pame business if the crowds had not eaten of the
food so wondrously supplied. What? Jesus Chrisi\aoc® and no sinner saved? Christ a physician and
no sick healed! It were a sorry business. We maselihe sinners saved and the sick ones healed, or
Jesus is not honored.

Ought not this to encourage all of you to lay hojpbn Christ because He is set forth on purpose to
be laid hold upon? Ought not this to encouragetgdeast upon Him because He must have been meant
to be fed upon? If you put two canaries in a cageght, and in the morning, when they wake, they se
a quantity of seed in a box, what will the bird® dill they stop and ask what the seeds are tlwfe f
No, but they each reason thus—*Here is a littlegnyrbird and there is some seed. These two things g
well together.” And straightway they eat. Even thifiyou were in your right senses and had not been
perverted by sin, you would say, “Here is a Saand here is a sinner—these two things go well to-
gether. Dear Savior, save me, a sinner. Here éast of mercy and here is a hungry sinner. What can
that feast be for but for the hungry, and | am suahd, | will even lay to at this blessed festil
Yours and unless You come and tell me to be gond] feast till | am full.” Did you ever know ofe}
sus say to a sinnerYbuhave no right here”? No! But it is written, “Himahcomes to Me | will in no-
wise cast out.” No one was upbraided for eating dlag, or for eating too much! Neither will any isar
ever be blamed for taking hold upon Christ, ortéking too hearty a hold upon Him!

Come and take Him, O anxious one, and the morg fudl can take Him, the more will Jesus be
pleased! Why flows the river but to make glad yéalds? Why sparkles the fountain but to quench
your thirst? Why shines the sun but for your eyebd blessed with his light? As you breathe the air
around you, because you feel it must have been fioad@u to breathe, so receive the full, free aalv
tion of Jesus Christ, because it is provided andaye in need of it! No mandate of heaven exisshtd
you out, but every sacred doctrine is an argumdmt you should come and welcome, and take Jesus
freely! The crowds all ate. None were so obstirat¢éo decline the free food. Did they receive tread
which perishes? | charge you, then, accept gldaiyptead which endures to life eternal!

VII. Now, when they had all eaten, there came the CLERANUP. There must be a cleaning up af-
ter every banquet. They went round and gatheretthe@ifragments that remained and found 12 baskets
full. This, as has often been remarked, teachexogomy in everything that we do for God—not econ-
omy as to givingo Him—but as to the use of the Lord’s money. Break yalabaster boxes and pour
out the sacred nard with blessed wastefulnessh&rvery wastefulness is the sweetness of theRyift
when God entrusts you with any means to use for, Hge those means with discretion. When we have
money given to us for use in God’s cause, we shbaldnore careful with it than if it were our own.
And the same rule applies to other matters. Mirsst@hen God gives them a good time in their studie
and they read the Word and it opens up before tistimild keep notes of what comes to them. The
wind does not always blow alike, and it is wellgiind your wheat when the mill will work. You sholul
put up your sails and let your boat fly along wiyen have a good, favoring breeze—and this may make
up for dead calms. Economically put by the fragmehat remain after you have fed next Sunday’s
congregation, that there may be something for liards, when your head aches and you are dull and
heavy in pulpit preparations.

But | think the beauty of it was this, that afteey had all been fed, there wasmething leftDid |
hear a heavy heart complain—*I hear of a greatved\vand a great blessing, but | was not there.d wa
just gone out of the town when that blessing caivee’s me, | am too late.” Ah, there is plenty &b
penitent sinner is too late! Sometimes friends camat the end of a meal and there is nothingheft
yond the bare bones. But here is quite enoughduor kere are twelve baskets full to the brim! Yoe a
not too late! Come and welcome! Peter, bring sofrtbat bread and fish. You have a whole basketful,
hand it out. Let this poor latecomer have his portiWhat if the revival did miss you, and whathét
Sabbath sermon did not bless you, though it blessedany? Nevertheless, come along, there is some-
thing left.

And there is this to be remarked, too, that themesemething left for the waiterghe five thousand
did all eat, but there were twelve apostles whoagad the distribution, and they have a basketftih ea
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to themselves. That was more than they had whenlibgan! They had each a basketful. Many a time
we, who are the waiters upon you in the gospeltfelmsnot get so much as you do. | have sometimes,
on Sunday, likened myself to a butcher who is sglhis meat. This person comes for a joint, antl tha
customer carries away a round of beef, while althas a sirloin. Thus, | have dealt out the meahef
gospel while | have been very hungry, myself. Theewemed to be nothing for me, but the chopper and
the block. Is it not so occasionally with you teahin your classes? Have you not found it so, you
preachers in the street? You tread out the coitnaleuas starved as muzzled oxen. It shall notysvoe

s0. Go on feeding the people and you shall sit dafterwards—a great basketful will remain for yau a
the end.

| remember a good story of one of our young bratlierm the college. He preached one Sunday af-
ternoon what he thought to himself was a dull, ptess sermon. He was going away very much dis-
couraged when an aged minister said to him, “Myr ¢eeather, there are two tokens that God can give
you of your being called, and they are such as &le ¢go Gideon. He can make the fleece wet while all
the barn floor around is dry, or he can reversedken, and He can make all the ground wet whige th
fleece is dry. Now, which token would you like tave?” “Oh, sir,” said the young man, “I see whatyo
are driving at. If | could but hope that all theopke were wet, this afternoon, | would not mindriggi
dry myself.” We may well choose, my brothers, todog fleeces if all our hearers are wet with thevde
of heaven! | like the sign best to come as a vestdé and a wet barn floor, too, and when the Lovesg
that, it is a favor, indeed! Such was the divine gesigyan this case. He gave the food for the 5,000,
and the 12 basketfuls for those who waited on trsarthat not a grumbler went away, nor a latecomer
had to say, “There was none for me,” nor a waitessed his share!

Now, brethren, cannot you believe that if fifty tlkand men had come trooping up that hill just
then—if every blade of grass on that mountain hattenly turned into a man. And if from among the
brake, the heather, the bushes and the stonegatmgultitude such as that which shall gather @n th
judgment day, had all started up on a sudden, laydhad all come and sat round the Savior, He would
have still stood there and multiplied the loaved #re fishes right away and continued giving to His
disciples till every one was filled? | am sure tifall London should come to Jesus, they wouldl fin
enough in Him for them! If all my fellow countrymgewpes, and the entire human race that dwell upon
the face of the earth, should be moved to come dirayvaround the Savior, there would be no fear of
exhausting His power to save! We should not evere la hesitate for a moment, but just stand and
preach the gospel to every creature, still usinghe power of the Holy Spirit, the same cry, “Hatt
believes and is baptized shall be saved!” Coma, tweary, hungry sinner! You have nothing to do but
to take Christ! You have not to bake the breadyroil the fish! The bread and fish are broken, &éels
and ready. Open your mouth and enjoy the foodhRaitreceive what Christ provides is all that isdhe
ed. Lord grant it! Take salvation freely. Freelgu® gives it to you. Take it and God bless you! And
you have never had Christ before, and you get témight, you will have a happy future, after thetsor
that we read of in the Bible, when, “They begaté¢omerry.” Come, for all things are ready! Turn not
away! God bless you, for Christ’'s sake. Amen.
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