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FAITH AND THE WITNESS UPON WHICH IT IS FOUNDED
NO. 1213

A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“If we receive the witness of men, the witness add3ds greater: for this is the witness of
God which He has witnessed of His Son. He that beés on the Son of God has the
witness in himself: He that believes not God, haade Him a liar; because
he believes not the witness that God witnessedisfSon.”
1 John 5:9, 10.

YOU observe that | have somewhat corrected theslaion. The same word is employed in every
case in the original, but for the sake of varietyerpression, the translators have used four differ
words in our version and so, instead of improving $ense, which, indeed, never can be in the dase o
the Holy Spirit's writing, they have rather darkdribe meaning. Put the word, “witness,” or, “testim
ny,” in each case, and you get the true meaning.

Last Thursday night, | tried to show the great im@ace of faith and that, while it was a most sim-
ple thing, it was also most sublime. While it appeato be weak, it was really the strongest ofradt
tive principles, and produced the most amazinglt®sif, on this occasion | shall run in the sartrais,
for me, indeed, it will not be grievous, and foruyat will be safe, for we cannot too often revidve
truths which are the vitals of our holy religioraith stands, under the covenant of grace, in arlgad
position among the works of the regenerate marttadifts of the Spirit of God.

Righteousness is no longer to him that works, buhé man that believes on Him that justifies the
ungodly. The promise no longer stands to the mam ddes these things, that he shall live in thesg el
we were shut out of it, but, “The just shall live faith.” God now bids us live by believing in Hirdle
saw that we were not willing to yield obedienceHon and remained rebellious. Perceiving, with a
glance, that the root of that rebellion lay in laafklove to Him and in need of confidence in Himg H
now begins, at the very foundation of the wholeteraand by a wondrous act of grace, to claim our
confidence. He gives us proof that He deservesdttaen, comes to us and says, “Trust Me. Trust My
Son, who has died for you, and you are reconcibefll¢ by His blood. Begin, then, the new life with
confidence in Me as the mainspring of all your @tsi, and thus shall you be saved. If | threaten you
you will only revolt more and more. If | strike yoyou will sooner die under the rod than repentthNo
ing remains with which to influence you but lovendAnow, in the person of My Son, | commend My
love to you and show you what good intents | haweards you. Come and trust Me. Let us be friends
again. Rely upon what | have worked, in the persiokly Son, that you might be forgiven. Trust Him
and you are saved.”

Men are willing enough to accept a gospel whichumes them to do something. They admire the
impossible way of salvation by works. Man is affaidhen Sinai is altogether on a smoke, and beds tha
the terrible words of the law may not be spokehito again. And yet he still loves to wander around
the foot of Sinai and is unwilling to come unto Mw&Zion. The old spirit of Hagar is upon us, andilun
the Lord causes us to be born again, we remaidrenilof the bondwoman and will not rejoice in the
promise. To accept the gift of free grace is cagtta our proud nature. The power of God is nedded
induce us to throw down the tools with which we kvfor salvation and take, with joyful hands, thd,fu
free, and finished salvation which Jesus bestowallomho trust Him. One would have thought thisrpla
of trusting in Jesus for salvation would be joyyuliccepted by all, but instead of that, no manivese
the witness of God, though it is infallible.

| wish to speak, this evening, a little upon theugrds of testimony-the reasons of faithand may
God grant, while we speak about them, believers beasefreshed and unbelievers may be led to Jesus.
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2 Faith and the Witness upon Which It Is Founded seril213

First, in our text, we havihe external evidencer the witness of Gotb us—“If we receive the witness
of men, the witness of God is greater: for thithiss witness of God which He has witnessed of His.'So
Then, secondly, we shall considkee internal evidencer the witness of Gouh us. “He that believes on
the Son has the witness in himself.” And then digirwe shallinquire how we are treating the witness
of God especially dealing with those of whom we findaid, “He that believes not God, has made Him
a liar, because he believes not the witness thdtv@imessed of His Son.”

l. First, then, dear friends, since our great busiretizat we believe God, let us see what reason we
have for believing Him. THE EXTERNAL EVIDENCE gives stated in the first verse of the text, as
the evidence of God to us, and it is prefaced byrémark that, We receive the witness of niewe are
accustomed to receive the witness of men. Davidl, $Ail men are liars,” but he spoke in haste. FEher
would be no history if we did not receive the wgaeof men. If we neglected human evidence, there
could be no courts of law, no trading between nmah man except for cash money. Confidence would
cease and the bands which unite the social fabwiddvbe snapped. We do and must believe the testi-
mony of men as a general rule—and it is only rigj@t we should account witnesses honest till they
have proven themselves false.

The principle may very readily be pushed too fagd we may take the witness of men and find our-
selves deceived. Still, for all that, the evidenfdonest men is weighty and, “In the mouth of two
three witnesses the whole shall be establishedv,N&od has been pleased to give us a measure of the
witness of men with regard to His Son, Jesus Chif&t have the witness of such men as the four evan-
gelists and the 12 apostles. These men saw Jesiss. Slome of them were familiar with Him for years
They saw evidence of His deity, for they saw Himknan water and heard Him say to the winds and
the waves, “Peace, be still,” and there was a gr@at. These witnesses say that they saw Him bpal |
ers with a touch, open blind men’s eyes, and eaise the dead.

Three of them tell us that they were on the mouanditransfiguration with Him and saw His glory,
and heard a voice out of heaven, saying, “This yshidloved Son: hear you Him.” These persons were
very unsophisticated individuals. They mostly bgled to a class of men who are rather celebrated for
their bluff honesty, namely, fishermen. They cetahad nothing to gain by saying that they saw all
these things—in fact, they had everything to |oR&eir names are famous, now, but they could little
have reckoned upon such fame. And they do not appdeave been men who cared about fame at all.

They lost their all. They were despised and matiiaand most of them met with a cruel death on
account of having borne witness to what they saweirTwitness is by no means of a doubtful character
They were very positive that they saw the thingw/bich they are witnesses. One of them has said, “H
that saw it bore record, and he knows that hisegsgns true, and he knows what he says true.” Mo pa
of history has come down to us so well attestethadife of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Naw,
man takes Tacitus, and he believes what Tacitisheh, although, very likely, Tacitus did not dbe
things and only got them second hand. But as atabmihistorian, his witness is received. Sureby th
witness of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and Patel James and Paul is as good as the witness of
Julius Caesar or Tacitus. And it is rendered theentiustworthy from the fact that they died for adh
ing to it—which neither Caesar nor Tacitus were enmldo. Besides, for the gospel narrative we have
many witnesses—the number of nhames was about omérdul and twenty, and they all agreed and
stood fast. And even the one who did, for a tineens to forsake his testimony, bad as he was, edurn
to it and threw down the money for which he hadldos Master and said, “I have sinned in that lehav
betrayed innocent blood.”

Further, we have the witness of men as to the thetsJesus Christ, the Son of God, lived and died
and rose again and ascended into heaven. Furthdrave the testimony of men as to the present power
of that same Jesus to forgive men their trespassg$o save them from the power of sin. From trs# fi
day when our Lord was taken up till now, men ananeo have come forward and have said, “We were
once lovers of sin. Whatever our neighbors areh suere we, but we are washed. We are sanctified,
and all this by faith in Jesus.” Those who knewsthpeople have confessed the change, although they
have often been, at the same time, angry with tfeenit. They have acknowledged their virtues and
have persecuted them on that account.
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Now, these converted people have stood to it tieat bbtained a new heart and a right spirit through
believing in Jesus. They have been put in prisors&ying this and for declaring that faith in thea-
fied Savior had delivered them from the dominionsif, from despondency, and despair. That it had
made them love God, given them hope and joy andegy¢aught them to love their neighbors, to do jus-
tice and to expect a home in heaven. These pe@ple bheen among the best in the world, all along,
even as we read in history of the Albigenses ardMaldenses or the Vaudois or the Lollards. They ar
described as detestable fanatics and enthusiastdy are admitted to have been sober, honessteh
quiet citizens and industrious parents—so thavérg kings who put them to death regretted thatais
necessary to sacrifice such subjects.

Now, it is a very singular thing that these peagiteuld so constantly and continuously come for-
ward and say, “The witness of God is true. He legs Blis Son into the world and those that beliewe o
Him are saved. We are saved and we will burn att8mid, rot in the Lollards’ tower, or lie in a du
geon till the moss grows on our eyelids—but we walver deny or cease to assert this gospel.” Atag
have supplied the witness of men. Some of youMeeldriends, have had this witness in a very pdinte
and practical manner. | may be addressing one wiroeligious, but he never can forget his mothber,
his sister, or some other beloved relative now goneeaven. You are never able to laugh at religion
though you do not believe in it, because thesdesiones rise up before your mind.

You are persuaded that they were under a delulsidnfor all that, they were so happy that you half
wish you were deluded, too. You would sooner putrychildren in a school with godly people than
with skeptics like yourself—you know you would. Thds a something about a Christian which is a
witness to you. To me, | must confess, the witriddbe lives of some Christians has been wonderfull
confirmatory when | have seen how they suffer with@pining and even bless the Lord in the midst of
agony. If this is the essence of the Christiargreti, it must be true. And so, on dying beds, when
have seen the remarkable peace and, sometimexsttherdinary joy of persons departing, we have fel
quite sure that faith in Jesus is no fiction.

| have heard dying children speak like doctorsiginity about the things of God. | have heard dy-
ing women, who were quite uneducated; speak ofvbidd unseen in a style of inspiration which has
struck me with awe. | do not believe that a faithickh enables a man to die triumphantly, rejoicing i
his God, or to die calmly in the midst of pain, kow for a world to come, can be, after all, a my@ihn,
if it were so, and the wise man could prove it \aisa mistake, | would almost ask him to forego his
work—for this has charmed away our fears and tum@ddesert life into a garden of the Lord. The
gospel has smoothed the pillow of the dying andedifhe tears of the desponding. Alas, for you, oh
earth, if this could be proven a dream, then werg gun quenched forever and it had been bettarsfor
all that we had never been born.

But it is not so. The witness of men about thedhiof God is very clear. Some years ago, there
went into a Methodist class meeting, a lawyer wlas & doubter, but at the same time a man of candid
spirit. Sitting down on one of the benches, hetisd to a certain number of poor people, his neighb
whom he knew to be honest people. He heard sonoe 13 of these persons speak about the power of
divine grace in their souls, and about their cosier and so on. He jotted down the particulars and
went home, sat down, and said to himself, “Nowséhpeople all bear witness. | will weigh their evi-
dence.” It struck him that if he could get thoseot2 3 people into the witness box, to testify andide
in any question before a court, he could carrylaingt They were persons of different degrees @lint
lect and education, but they were all of the sbpgeysons whom he would like to have for withesses—
persons who could bear cross-examination and bi\teey tone and manner would win the confidence
of the jury. “Very well,” he said to himself, “I ams much bound to believe these people aboutreir
ligious experience as about anything else.” Hestidand that led to his believing on the Lord Jesus
Christ with all his heart. Thus, you see, the testiy of God to us does, in a measure, come through
men and we are bound to receive it.

But now comes the text—"If we receive the witnegsnen,the witness of God is greaterGod is
to be believed if all men contradict Him. “Let Gbeé true and every man a liar.” One word of God
ought to sweep away 10,000 words of men, whetleyr éine philosophers of today or sages of antiquity.
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God’s word against them all, for He knows infaNibOf His own Son, He knows as none else can. Of
our condition before Him, He knows. Of the way #rgon us, He knows. There is nothing in God that
could lead Him to err or make a mistake—and it wa#esphemy to suppose that He would mislead us.
It were an insult to Him, such as we may not ventiar perpetrate for a moment, to suppose that He
would willfully mislead His poor creatures by a plmmation of mercy which meant nothing, or by pre-
senting to them a Christ who could not redeem thEme. gospel, with God for its witness, cannot be
false. Whatever may be the witness against itwih@ess of God is greater. We must believe theasitn

of God. Now, what is the witness of God with regasdChrist? How does He prove to us that Jesus
Christ did really come into the world to save us?pfloves it in three ways according to the conbéxt
this passage. God’s witnesses are thrie-Spirit the water, and the blood.

God says, “My Son did come into the world. He is Bft to sinful men. He has redeemed you and
He is able to save to the uttermost them that comie Me by Him. And in proof that it is so, the kol
Spirit has been given. He descended at Pentecesabiiles with you forever. He has not gone back
again. He is in the Word—He is with the Word. Hénishe church—He is with the church.” Whenever
God the Holy Spirit is pleased to work, whetheremivals or by individual conversions, the wondeérfu
phenomena which are worked by Him, which are mésah the world of the mind, are as astonishing as
the miracles of Christ in the world of matter. Gedsaying, “I declare Christ to be My Son and your
Savior, for | have sent the Holy Spirit to provel ihave converted yonder sinner, | have comfoytaat
der saint, by the Holy Spirit. | have instructee ignorant, | have sanctified the impure, | haveled
My people safely by the Holy Spirit. He is My wis® If you need any evidence that Jesus is reajly M
Son, behold My Spirit going forth among the sonsna, converting whom He wills by the truth con-
cerning Jesus.”

Thenthe water that is to say, the purifying power of the gospadlso God’s witness to the truth of
the gospel. If it does not change men’s charaetben they receive it, it is not true. If it doed parify
and produce virtue and holiness, do not believ8iit. as God everywhere—among the most savage
tribes or among the most refined of mankind—makesgospel to be sacred, it has the power of cleans-
ing the hearts and lives of men. He gives anothgress that His Son is really divine and that Hisg
pel is true—the bloodalso witnesses. Does believing in Jesus Christ loat whe blood was said to do,
namely, give peace with God through the pardonnéf Boes it, or not?

Hundreds of thousands all over the world affirmtttteey had no peace of conscience till they
looked to the streaming veins of Jesus—and they shev how God can be just and yet forgive sin.
Wherever God gives peace through the blood, thaidolwitnesses with the Spirit and the water on
God’s behalf. He says to us sinners, “I have spdkeyou a word of love, and that word is My Son.
What | have said to you is Jesus. He is My commatigo to men. | have delivered Him as My message
to your souls. And in proof that He is my messaggdu—a message of love and mercy and pardon—
behold, | send the Holy Spirit forth among the sohmen. Behold, | work a purifying work among the
sons of men and | give peace in the heart throhghtood of the atonement. These three, agreeing in
one, are My witness concerning My Son.”

Now, dear brethren, remember that the evidencaittf fo every soul hangs here. | shall soon speak
to you of the witness in you, but the faith demahdé&men rests not upon the ground of any witriess
them, but of the witned® them. | am to believe God because He cannot ben ko believe Christ be-
cause God gives me the witness concerning Chrigd.iAl will not do so | shall have no other witises
The inward evidence only comes to those who, @fstll, accept the evidence of God. Witn@ssis is
not given first, but withest us—and if the evidence to us is rejected, we dimltast away and lost
forever.

II. I come now TO THE INTERNAL EVIDENCE, or the witnessus. “He that believes on the Son
of God has the witness in Himself.” When a marets by the Spirit of God to believe that God cannot
lie, he inquires what it is that God says. And lears that atonement has been made and that whoever
believes in Jesus shall have eternal life. He #emsvitness to be good and he believes it. That iman
saved. What happens next? Why, this man becomesvacreature. Old things have passed away. He
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loves what he hated and hates what he loved. Hevieslwhat he denied and disbelieves what he for-
merly accepted. He is radically changed.

“Now,” says he to himself, “I am sure of the truth the gospel, for this change, this wonderful
change in me, in my heart, my speech and my lifestrbe of divine origin. | was told that if | beled |
should be saved from my former self, and | am.dwmot only by the external witness, nor even be-
cause of the witness of God, but | have an innesciousness of a most marvelous birth and this is a
witness in myself.” The man then goes on to enj@agpeace. Looking alone to Jesus Christ for par-
don, he finds his sins taken from him and his hisanhburdened of a load of fear. And this regtexdrt
becomes to him another inward witness.

To be forgiven makes his very soul dance for jog ha cries, “Now | know that Christ’s blood can
wash away sin, because mine has gone.” Oh, beheyaf you were ever reduced to despair under a
sense of sin. If you were ever dragged throughomthedge, laid by the feet in the stocks of caiic
and beaten with the great ten-thonged whip of éhetill there was not a sound place on you and you
were utterly ready to die—if Jesus then came toamali said, “Be of good comfort, your sins are forgi
en you—you knew that it was so and doubted Histexice no more. From that moment, you learned
to say, “l once hated the testimony of Matthew duatk, and Luke, and John, and Paul, but | do not
now. | believe and am sure, for | have felt it mifysend know it in my soul.”

Perhaps a skeptical neighbor will sneeringly s#tyis“fanaticism.” Yes, but you will feel just like
man who went to the Ophthalmic Hospital as bliné &st and came out able to see clearly—and some-
body said it was fanaticism and he said—*Well, Indxd know what that hard word means, but one thing
| know, whereas | was blind, now | see.” It is anderfully hard thing to drive a man out of his con-
sciousness. “Prove that you are alive,” said somgband the man who was asked for the proof walked
across the room. Instead of a syllogism, he gdaetaSo does the joy and peace, which the Lordgyiv
to His people from Himself, become to them the Veegt evidence of the power of the precious blood
and of the divine mission of Jesus.

As the Christian thus goes on from strength tongtite he meets with answers to prayer. He goes to
God in trouble, tells the Lord about it, and hesgmit of his trouble, or he is enabled to beand t see
it all works for his good. In great perplexity, hastens to the Lord—Ilight comes and he sees his way
through it. He needs many favors. He asks for thaththey are bestowed. He does not need Elijah to
come and say, “God hears prayer, for He answeredriey on Carmel and sent rain.” He wants no Old
Testament saint to declare to him that God ansWerpeople’s requests. He is glad of their testiynon
but he has the witness in himself.

| sometimes hear of even professed ministers ofs€Wwho have doubts about these things. | should
like to ask them a question or two. | should najuine as to what they believe or do not believe,lbu
should begin thus—“Do you know Jesus Christ in yown soul? Were you ever converted? Do you
feel the power of the Holy Spirit resting upon ybuf?2l came to close questioning with some of these
skeptical gentlemen, | guarantee you they woulthdake themselves off to some other company. | do
not believe in this modern doubting—I have no faithts honesty and no belief in its depth. The mos
foolish men | know of take up with it just as sniadlys like to wear men'’s clothes.

But when a man knows anything about God by fellogvsind has really experienced these things,
doubts and fears may flit across his soul—jushasnigratory birds in the end of autumn may be dhear
flying overhead in the air—but they will not aligbh his soul to rest. Infidel theories find no divng
place in a soul that is really born unto God ansl daily and continual dealings with Him. A man does
not doubt things that are an integral part of tagydexistence. Very few skepticisms arise in a isan
mind about the facts of pain and pleasure, or ttenpmena of hunger and thirst. So, when it comes to
living and feeding upon Christ, practical experiesoon puts an end to questions. “He that belibass
the witness in himself.”

Oh, brethren, the Lord gives to His people answergrayer. And he gives them such a sense of
nearness to Himself and sometimes such overpowg@ysgin His presence, or such an overwhelming
sense of awe when He comes near to them, thab#legve and are sure that it is even so. “He teat b
lieves has the witness in himself” and there iswitmess like it. Expect the witness of God, which
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stands first, and which we are to receive or periitere is nothing equal to the witness within yeifts
Somebody wants to prove to me that sugar is swhetear sir, you may spare yourself the trouble. |
had some in my tea, just now, and | am quite shoeiit.

He wants to prove to me that seawater is salty.ISio not question it, | have tasted it quite ofte
enough to have no doubt about it. Things of refigiaust be tasted to be proved—1t@steand see that
the Lord is good.” First believe the gospel to heet because of the witness of God. And if, hawag
believed, you would be deepened and strengthentitlin go on to enjoy the blessings of divine grac
and you will grow in faith. Christian people, | ag&u this question and | know your answer—If you
ever doubt about the truthfulness of God, is itwbén your piety is in a low condition? If you have-
glected prayer, if you have lost fellowship wittsus, if you have dropped out of accord with Godt is
not then that you are plagued with questions?

But if we walk in the light, as God is in the liglsind abide in Him whom we have received, is it not
true that though we may be quite unable to meethénways of logic, the objections that are raised,
there is a something within, an inward indisputaddeurance, which is not shaken and cannot be? It i
said of a Roman Catholic priest that he took avii@yNew Testament from a child on one occasion, but
the child’s teacher had taught the boy 12 chaptetBe gospel according to John, and so he saileto
priest, “But you cannot take it all away, sir.” “Winot?” “Because | have learned 12 chapters bythear

Now, if the critics begin tearing away at our poes Book—though | would not let them have a
verse of it—yet if they could obliterate some af iromises, they could not tear it all away because
have it in our hearts. Wkenowit is true. Many a poor man and woman could illuatetheir Bibles after
the fashion of the tried saint who placed a, “T &)din the margin. She was asked what it meant and
replied, “That means, ‘Tried and proved,’ sir.” Yege have tried and proved the Word of God and are
sure of its truth.

lIl. 1 have shown you that the gospel is proclaimed ¢ém @nd they are expected to believe it—not
upon the ground of any witness that is in them,dedause of the witness of God to them. And | have
also shown that the witness in them follows in doarse as a reward of faith rather than a ground of
faith. But here is the practical point—HOW ARE WREATING THE WITNESS OF GOD? For it is
written in our text, “He that believes not God, lmaade Him a liar; because he believes not the gstne
that God witnessed of His Son.”

Now, are we believing the witness of God? | belithvat the most of you here present entertain no
doubt whatever that the Bible is the Word of God.idt, therefore, | pray you, think it superfludos
me to ask you. Do you believe it? Do you belie@eYbu reply, “Of course, | do.” Well, | am not sure
that it is, “Of course,” because there are persuins believe in a way—and that way is a false one. |
have heard of a poor curate who was upbraideddbbelieving the articles of his church and replied
that he believed at the rate of forty pounds a.year

There are persons who believe at a very cheap Tagy believe in the Westminster Assembly’s
catechism—it is true they never read it—but theljelve it. The church has a creed—they do not know
what it is—but they still say they believe it. Thieglieve what the church believes. “But what ddes t
church believe?” “It believes what | believe.” “Anghat do you and the church believe?” “We both be-
lieve the same thing.” That is what it comes tocl&a faith will not save your soul. There must be a
intelligent reception of the testimony which God lgaven. There are many in whom this faith does not
exist, because if it did, they could not act ay tthe.

Do you unconverted people believe that the wratBad abides on you? Then you must be insane if
you do not seek to escape from that wrath. If yelielied that at this moment there was a snakeum yo
pew, | guarantee you, you would soon rush out théoaisle. | should not need to argue with you &bou
it either. 1 might try to persuade you to sit stilit you would not be persuaded. If you reallyidwed
that your sins had destroyed you, you could natdreless any longer. Do you believe that JesusChri
has come into the world to save sinners and thas ldble to save you? Yes, you are sure you do

| am not so sure, because if it were certain thartet was outside yonder door a purse of gold worth
50,000 pounds, and that whoever chose to takeoiildhhave it,you would be glad to hear me pro-
nounce the benedictipthe most devout of you, so that you might getttbasure. You would not need
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any exhorting to go, for natural instincts woulddeyou to make haste and seize the golden opptytuni
If you believe that Jesus Christ saves from sing@ixds to the soul a treasure far beyond all piyoe,
should make all speed to obtain the precious Igift. not so? He who believes in the value of & ifl
hasten to accept it, unless he is out of his mind.

Many of you who think you believe, and say you &e&hi, do not believe at all. And | put it to you,
do you know what you are doing? You are calling @didr. So the text says. “No, | would not do that
says one. Friend, | hope that your case is weltrtde=d in that prayer, “Father, forgive them, fhey
know not what they do.” But after to-night, you Mkhow what you do. If you do not believe what God
says, you call Him a liar. “I do not see that,” sane. You cannot help seeing it if you will bubkoat
it, for if any person bears witness to you conaggrsome important matter and you say, “I do not be-
lieve you,” you call that person a liar.

When God bears witness in any way, He ought todtieu®d. To deny the truth of God is a fearful
insult to Him. To every man, and to every good ragpecially, his truthfulness is a jewel. He cannot
endure to have his truth impugned, and do you ttiiak God can? The more pure a man is, the more
indignant he is when his truthfulness is assakedl to doubt God is to assail a truthfulness whsch
unimpeachable and ought never to be questionedld&gdook at the whole case. You have quarreled
with God. You have broken His law. You have sinnéolu deserve to be cast into hell. And yet, in His
mercy, He says, “Sinner, | have no pleasure irdéath of him that dies, but would rather that heush
turn unto Me and live. And in order that | may tdeato forgive you and yet be Judge of all theledrt
have given My own Son to bleed and die on Calvat whoever believes in Him might not perish, but
have everlasting life. Come,” He says, “sinnerstiin My Son, and | will forgive you.”

And your answer is, “I do not believe You.” Now thsg, in addition to the insult of unbelief, ex-
ceedingly provoking to the loving heart of God.avk met with persons who have been generous to the
poor until the murmuring words of some whom theyenhtried to benefit have quite wearied them from
their benevolent course. Most persons who are dgamgerous actions are very sorely hurt if their-con
duct is misrepresented and their kindness treatddimgratitude. Now, when so splendid an act ai-ge
erosity, so unparalleled a deed of grace as th@igiis own Son is made a subject of undeservédxtun
lief, it touches God in a very tender place. | ashusing too strong language when | remind you et
whom He gave to us was His own Son, very dear to, ldnd yet He put Him to grief on our account.

The bloody sweat of Gethsemane and the wounds lwayashow how greatly God pressed and
bruised that matchless cluster—His own Son. Anigr &l that, for you to say, “No, | do not believe
Jesus. | will not have His atonement and | will trast in Him,” is cruel of you, sinner. It is clug you
to the last degree. To stand at Calvary’s crosssaedHim bleed, whose unspeakable beauties might pu
the very sun to blush for the dimness of His light-see Him die for His enemies and to hear Him say,
“Come unto Me, all you that labor and are heavyemadnd | will give you rest,” and then to turn you
back on Him? This is the direst proof of the defiyagf human nature that ever was presented under
heaven.

All the iniquities and transgressions that are catech by men, all the crimes that have ever stained
humanity do not equal, in extent of enmity to Gtte hatred that lurks in the resolve sooner to be
damned than owe salvation to the free grace of GBechates God, indeed, who hates Him so much that
he will even dwell forever in hell sooner than loegiven by Him and saved through the blood of His
Son. Man shows his deadly enmity against God tdulest extent when he will destroy himself to in-
dulge it. I think | hear one say, “I would belieié felt something in my heart.” You will neverdéthat
something. You are required believeon the witness of God—and will you dare to sayt tHis evi-
dence is not sufficient?

If you will believe on the divine testimony, youahhave the witness within, by-and-by, but you
cannot have that first. The demand of the gospéBislieve in the Lord Jesus Christ and believerupo
God’s testimony.” What more testimony do you ne€a® has given it to you in many forms. By holy
men who have gone before, as | have told you. Byihéipired Bible; by the various works of His Spiri
and by the water and the blood in the church alliad you. Above all, Jesus Himself is the best ibf w
nesses. Believelim. “But | wish | could have a very striking dream—+paps that would convert me.”
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Would you put more confidence in a dream than in’&&ord? “Oh, but | hear of persons who have
received revelations from the Spirit of God.” Da t&l me about the Spirit of God speaking to ardgpo
more than is in the Bible. What is in the Scripgyrie Spirit of God will apply to the heart. Bliyyou
need the Spirit of God to speak to you over andsaltbat, you will never have it. You have Moses and
the prophets—hear them—and if you do not, neithéryou be converted though one rose from the
dead. But nobody will rise from the dead. You hayaon the strength of the divine testimony, tottrus
your soul in the hands of Jesus—and if you do sosjall be saved. May the Holy Spirit lead youdo d
so at this very moment.

“That is an easy matter,” says one. | know it ig] ¢ghat is why it is so hard. If it were a hardhthi
you would do it, or try to do it. But because i easy, your pride will not come down to it uslesy
Master moves you to consent. It is simply, “Waskl &e clean.” “Believe and live, trust and find it
true.” Ah, may the Lord grant that this simple reathay be clear to you—that you may accept it eager
ly, lay hold upon it earnestly—and then, havingideatd, you shall have the witness in yourself which
will prove it to be true.

“Doctor,” you say, “will your medicine heal me?” 86,” he says. “But doctor,” you say, “I cannot
believe till | have the witness in myself that iflwnake me well.” “But,” he says, “you won’t be lgto
take my medicine on those terms because you cdravet that witness till you have taken it. Will you
have it on my witness that | have prescribed thimany similar cases and | know, from what | under-
stand of the anatomy of the body, that the drugisyswr disease and will remove it?” “No, doctor,”
says the man, “I must feel better before | can haordidence in you.” “What? Feel the power of the
medicine before you take it?” “Yes.” “Then your dema is preposterous. You must surely be weak in
your intellect.”

Moved by this reproof, you take the medicine. Hmes the next day and you feel relieved from the
pain. A new tone is given to your system and yoeecfully exclaim, “Now, doctor, | have the witness
in myself.” But, if you had been foolish enoughinsist and not take the medicine till you had pbve
it—and yet you could not prove it till you took ityeu would have behaved like an idiot. And the man
who will not take God at His Word, but needs sonmgttelse besides the Lord’s witness, not only in-
sults God, but plays the part of an insane suiar#® deserves to perish. God give you grace to accep
the gospel. Then you shall have the witness insglfiand He shall have the praise, and you shak ha
the comfort.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—1 John 5.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—531, 486.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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