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“Unto me, who am less than the least of all sainisthis grace given, that | should
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riché€hbrist.”
Ephesians 3:8.

THIS is a very remarkable day for me, for if | apased to preach this present sermon, | shall have
completed 20 years of printed discourses issuedk Wwgaveek. This will be the last sermon of my"20
volume, making 1,209 in all. This is by no mearm®mmon occurrence; indeed, | have not heard of an-
other case in which for so long a time, publishétalirses have been welcomed by the Christian
church and scattered broadcast over the land. gabtained help of God, | continue unto this dasy te
tifying the gospel of Christ Jesus; for this | mégthe name of the Lord, and ask my dear friensisoa
ciated with me to assist me in the expression otmaykfulness to Almighty God for such special lov-
ing-kindness! | could not find, even in the richlwme of inspiration, any language more expressive o
the deep emotions of my soul than the verse wisatoiv before us, “Unto me, who am less than the
least of all saints, is this grace given, thatdwdl preach among the Gentiles the unspeakablesioh
Christ.” How long or how short the time allottedrtty future ministry may be, | do not wish to know;
whether | shall complete another 20 years, or becsiient in a few months, for these 20 years of
blessed assistance in the ministration of the daspéesus Christ | must, and will, adore the navhe
the Lord, even if never again He should permit mepen my lips in His service! It is enough of His
mercy for one man to have enjoyed, even if theneewe more to follow! Bless the Lord, O my soul!

While we shall consider the verse as Paul's owrresgioon, we shall retain our own hold upon it,
and use it very much as a summary of our own emstiNote from the text th&aul thought very little
of himself “Unto me, who am less than the least of all sdirtte says, “is this grace given.” | am sure
Paul was never guilty of mock modesty, and nevetgmded to be more humble than he really was; at
suitable times he could vindicate himself, androl&is position among his fellow men. If any denied
his apostleship, he proved it by abundant argumeéfgs, he even became, on one occasion, what he
calls a “fool in glorying"—he recounted his abuntitabors, and his frequent sufferings; he pointed t
his success, and protested that he was not a whihdb the very chief of the apostles though he was
nothing! Although all this was true, and Paul expressed tdmybare truth when he thus defended him-
self, yet in his heart of hearts he chose to thkeldwest seat in the lowest room. And becauseether
were no adjectives in correct language which caxdress his opinion of himself, he did violence to
language, and said that he was “less than the déadt saints.” His straining of words is not te ben-
sured, for language was mafte man, and not man for language, and when, withen bbunds of
grammar, a mighty heart cannot express itselfpésdwell to snap the bonds, and let its strengite ha
space to exercise itself.

| do not quarrel with Paul’s language, but | dopdi® his right to push me out of my place! Less
than the least is a position whithad hoped to occupy, but he has taken it fromaned,| would gladly
give him a touch on the shoulder, and say, “Friggodup higher.” For as there are no lower seatd, an
we could not think of sittingbovethe great apostle, he must allow us to allot himgher place! Was
Paul really less than the least of all saints? Wasthis too low an estimate of himself? Brothems a
sisters, | suppose he meant thatdiethis to be the case when he looked at himself ftentain aspects.
He was one of the late converts; many of his coesadere in Christ before him, and he yielded prece-
dence to the older ones. He had be@ersecutorandinjurious, and though God had forgiven him, he
had never forgiven himself. And when he remembéisdhare in the sufferings and martyrdom of the
saints, he felt that though now numbered among tlmrentould only dare to sit in the lowest place: Be
sides, any devout man, however eminent he may best respects, will find that there are certaim ot
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er points in which he falls short, and the apositistead of looking at the points in which he ebaztl
singled out with modest eyes those qualities inciliiie felt he failed. It is in these respects hehom-
self down as, “less than the least of all saini$is strikes us as being a very different modepaesh
from that which is adopted by certain brethren. @mad asserts that he has ceased from knowrosin f
some months; then another brother, to go a litittthér, asserts that the vepging of sin in him has
been destroyed, root and branch—of which | beli@gvéoth cases, not one single word! If those broth
ers had said that they were 16 feet high, that teyges were solid diamonds, and that their hair was
Prussian blue, | should feel towards them very magchdo now! They simply do not know themselves,
and the best article of furniture they could havéhieir houses would be a mirror which would legrth
see their own reflection! If they had once had saisight, | guarantee you they would sing anothee t
pitched to a far lower key!

Many, who now shine in the highest places of ssiirgation will, one day, be glad enough to sit at
the feet of the poorest of the saints, unless besatly mistaken—for everyone that exalts himskedils
be abased! For my part, | had sooner hear Pauhsaye was less than the least of all the sdimas, |
would hear the holiest brother out of heaven say lle had been living without sin! | could belighe
one, but | could not believe the other. Paul wati@g as the holiest now upon earth, but among the
humble he was the most humble! May the Lord makeagh so!

Our next remark is th&aul thought very much of his brethrémese two things usually go togeth-
er—a low opinion of one’s self, and a high estimaft®@thers. He calls himself less than the leastt—no
of all the apostles, though evémat would have been a lowly judgment—but less thanl¢hst of all
saints.And yet there were some very imperfect saints ajrtos acquaintance; his pastoral observation
had discovered many weak, trembling, half-instrdcend even backsliding brothers and sisters! Re-
member how he differed from Barnabas about JohrkMard how he rebuked Peter to his face because
he was to be blamed? He was not insensible of ¢fects of the saints, for in some of his epistles h
gives us a very sad picture of the condition of s@mhthe members of the churches. Yes, and of some
who were true saints he tells them that he coulg write to them as to carnal, as to babes in Ghaisd
that when they ought to have been teachers, thegede themselves, to be taught the very elements of
the faith! And yet he says he was less than th&t leflathem! He must have thought very highly of the
least instructed and most imperfect of the diviamify! After all, dear brothers and sisters, thouwgg
hear much fault found with professing Christiand ahurch members, and hear it said that they are no
better than men of the world, we dare not be antbeg detractors. If we cannot find saints in the
Church of God, certainly we shall find them nowhelse!

They are faulty, no doubt, but still, they are tled’s elect, and the people on whom His heart is
set! They are the excellent of the earth, and iimay but be numbered withem,we shall be thankful
even if our name should stand lowest and last erist! We count the regenerate and the sanctibied
be the true aristocracy, the real nobility of therid. “O God You are my God, my goodness extends no
to You, but to the saints that are in the eartld snthe excellent in whom is all my delight.” The
church, notwithstanding her spots, is fairest amaognen, and though her garments are sometimes
stained, (would God they were not), yet for alltttshe is all glorious within—her clothing is of vked
gold; she is beautiful in the eyes of her Lord!Ibkeed her well enough to redeem her with His presio
blood, and to make her His bride! It would be shiauinen our part to despise her; she ought to beljov
in our eyes, yes, and she is, for we love the meoplGod beyond all others! My inmost soul can sy
the Church of God—

“My soul shall pray for Zion still

While life or breath remains.

There my best friends, my kindred dwell
There God my Savior reigns.”

The next reflection suggested by the text is Baail thought very highly of his warke says, “Unto
me, who am less than the least of all saints,issgitace given, that | should preach.” He lookedrupis
ministry as a greajift from God,an honor bestowed, a favor granted. Yet, my beethPaul’s office
was not such a very attractive thing, after albkiog upon it after the manner of men. Paul wasanot
Lord Bishop, or a Right Reverend; his salary was ldan nothing; he received no homage from men;
his greatest gains were his losses; his honors é@ammehis dishonors, and his glory from his suifigs!
Stripes and imprisonments awaited him in every! Gtypning and shipwreck, perils of robbers and per-

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 20




Sermon #1209 A Grateful Summary of Twenty Volumes 3

ils of traitors, care and grief were his portioné Mias made an outcast for Christ’s sake! His Jewish
brethren even foamed at the mouth at the very thoofjthe renegade Pharisee who preached to the
Gentiles! He had suffered the loss of all things @Girist’'s sake, and he says he, “Counted them but
dung that he might win Christ, and be found in Hiththe vacancy and next presentation of Pauls of
fice had been put up at Garraway’s, our modernatmis of Simon Magus would have been very slow
in the bidding—they would rather have paid a hefee/to be excused! Paul, himself, said of it, Af i
this life, only, we have hope, we are of all menstnmiserable.” Yet so content was he to preach the
gospel that notwithstanding all the hardships amtaaches which went with it, he considered itéab
special favor granted him of the Lord that he wasptted to proclaim the unsearchable riches ofsChr
among the Gentiles! The apostle even lifts up hisds in grateful astonishment that so great anrhono
should be bestowed upon him. He says “Un®—nto me,who am less than the least of all saints, is
this grace given, that I—the persecutor, the man Meathed out threats and slaughter—thsttould
preach among the Gentiles.” He marvels at it! Henoaunderstand it!

The passage reads as if he paused in his writmyparst into a song of adoring gratitude because
the Lord had honored him so exceedingly as to putih trust with the gospel! How deeply do | sympa-
thize with him in his wonder at electing love! Mgdrt cries, “Whyme, Lord, whyme?” Note well that
the apostle had a very clear view of what he hatbtdThat | should preach,” he says, “among the-Ge
tiles.” Paul does not claim to be sentrégeneratehe Gentiles by sprinkling them, or to hear ttoein-
fessions of secret sin, or to pry into their préevhves with filthy questions, and to absolve themthe
fulfillment of appointed penances—he has not a worglay about playing the priest! He does not glory
in the grace which enabled him to display a comélyal, or restore a pompous ceremonialism; he
boasts not of carrying a crucifix or a banner ipracession up and down the aisles to delight the- Ge
tiles! Nor, in a word, does he set himself up a®@ of demi-god, able to kill and to make alive dis-
tribute pardons and to regenerate babies! Paulgwas satisfied to preach the gospel—that was ias fa
as his commission went—and whenever God, the HpigtSsends forth a minister to bless the church,
that is the purpose of his mission, and nothing elseishie preach among the Gentiles the unsearcha-
ble riches of Christ!

Neither our Lord nor His apostles command us taupetltars—the grand command is “Preach the
gospel to every creature.” O you priests of therChwf England, take off your tag-rags, and stanid o
like men, and preach the gospel, if, indeed, yeunainisters of God, and not sappers and minerghéor
pope of Rome! God sends men to preach the gospelrekier sends them to intrude into the office of
Christ, and set themselves up as priests offeraagifces for the quick and dead—when in Him the
priesthood is fulfilled! Paul knew what his vocatiaras, and he kept to it. Find me one instancesof h
acting the priest! Wherever he went, he was pregcand teaching—preaching and teaching, preaching
and teaching—that was the one objective of hid Méether in Damascus or Corinth, Jerusalem or
Rome, he must preach! When he was amid the Aretgsagin Mars’ Hill, why did he not show them the
beauty of divine service as performed in the mpstraved fashion? Why at Lystra did he not offer a
sacrifice to God, and wave a censer? All the matewere ready! No. Hereachedeverywhere! When
detained at Rome, he did not train a choir, orirtsta company of clergy in ecclesiastical calistbg,
or church millinery—he taught the Lord Jesus chosall around! We read nothing of his genuflexions
and intonations—but a great deal of his preachiegwWord of God in season and out of season!

This, too, isour work. The church must see to it that this ordimaiscused above every other for the
conversion of men: it pleases God, by the foolissr&preaching,to save them that believe! Stand to
your guns, my brothers—preach the Word of God—nfakeproof of your ministry, and cease not to
teach all men the truth of God concerning Jesush&k how Paul calls his ministry a “grace.” Every
true preacher of the gospel will have to thank &wdt he has been permitted to preach. | do not know
how my soul would have been kept alive if it had Io@en for the searching of Scripture, the pratyer,
faith, and the joy whiclpreachinghas involved! Though it may be true that profesaidamiliarity with
sacred things is apt to breed a lack of personalarent in men, | do not find it so. To me it igeeat
blessing to have to prepare for preaching. Oftenbst means of grace to my own soul are the groans
the pleading, the meditation, and the communiordeédor the selection of the right subject upon
which to feed your souls. Preachéveto grow in grace, for their vergalling places them at a great
advantage, since they are bound to search thet@esp and to be much in prayer. It is a choicecyner
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of God to be permitted to preach the gospel! | wvasme of you would be desirous of it, for earnest
preachers are needed; there are several brothersmhe ought to preach—and | believe theguld
preach with great power if they were once driverthi® attempt. A modesty which may be cowardice
silences many; a diffidence, which may also be ahikp love of ease, keeps them back from speaking in
the name of the Lord. Brothers, let it be so n@ehThus, you see, Paul thought little of himsedfich

of his brethren, and highly of his work.

Again, Paul thought very lovingly of his congregatidtle counted it a great grace that he was per-
mitted to preactamong the GentilePeter had a much more respectable sphere, faabdhe apostle
of the circumcision, and preached to the anciestaratic race of the Hebrews! But Paul was sent t
preach to the Gentile dogs that were despiseddyetvs as uncircumcised and unclean! Our Lord Jesus
Christ, Himself, gave the Gentiles a sad charatenvhen speaking of worldly things, He said, “@ft
all these things do the Gentiles seek,” as if teye utterly gross and carnal, and entirely bedot#ti¢h
groveling pursuits! Paul, however, rejoiced to preto these “worldly-minded Gentiles.” He was glad
to bring the outcasts to Jesus! They were suchrasrant crew, these Gentiles; ignorant of the God,
and eternal life. Though there were some of thesewi their own conceits, yet were they sunk im-spi
itual ignorance. There were the Greeks, proud ef fearned folly; the Romans, boasting of brutedo
and despising a merebpiritual kingdom; the Scythians, barbarous and uncouth;thadondsmen,
sunk in vice and degradation. But he who was sefdtior among them preferred them to any other au-
dience! Paul thanked God for his congregation, ignbas they were! Worse than ignorant, they were
worshippers of idols—they had many gods and laadd,they bowed themselves before the personifica-
tions of their own wickedness! Yet Paul was glagteach to idolaters! The first chapter of his #@is
to the Romans contains a fearful indictment agdhesiGentiles for their horrible vices. They weuvals
in a horrible slough of corruption, and yet Pauhsidered it a great privilege to preach among tigese
norant, debased, vicious heathen Gentiles the totsdae riches of Christ! And a privilege it wasid
a royal honor to preach to the lowest of the low!

Dear brothers and sisters, wherever you and | atedcto labor, we ought to be thankful that God
has given us that particular place to labor iniké lto see Christian workers fall in love with thei
spheres. For instance, the brethren who work id&olLane and Seven Dials do well to look upon their
districts as the most important in London. And gwaty missionary, if he is to succeed, must féwitt
his particular part of the city is that which issbéor him. | like to hear Mr. Moffat speak asliere were
no people in the world of more consequence thamiatas and Hottentots. | never knew a man to suc-
ceed among a people unless he preferred them athalts as the objects of his care. When ministers
despise their congregations, their congregatioas/ary likely to despise them—and then usefulngss i
out of the question! When a man thinks himself a&blois work, the probability is that he is altogetime
the clouds, or stands in the way of some practicaker of a more commonplace kind who would do
the work which he is despising. Oh you, who teattle Ichildren, love them, or you cannot teach them
If you preach in the street, feel sympathy with pleeple who gather around you, or you had betiar gi
it up! Paul became a Gentile for the Gentiles’ s&kearisee as he had been, we see nothing of fs ph
lacteries or the broad borders of his garment! M&s loved his kinsmen, according to the flesig an
would have gladly died to save them. Jew as he amas,at one time bound by the strongest possible
Jewish prejudices, he had broken them all down, reatimade the Gentiles his clients, his flock, his
children! It was his daily joy that he was ordairtegoreach among the Gentiles the unsearchablesich
of Christ!

Upon our next remark we will more fully enlargeidtthis—Paul thought most of all, of his subject
That he had to preach the unsearchable richgshast was his highest bliss! The glories of Jesus,
whom once he had persecuted, were his one andlamye! All he had to say was contained within the
circumference of that wor@hrist, and all that he aimed at was to glorify his Laxgither ceremonies,
nor orthodoxies, nor philosophies, nor sects, rastigs did Paul labor for—he exalted only in Christ
Jesus the Lord! Nor did he feel that his engross$igmone solitary subject restricted him in hisugbt
or speech, for he looked upon his theme as fullobles, riches altogether unsearchable! He hacep de
insight into the truth which he had to proclaimdaaw within it veins of precious thought which he
could never exhaust—Ilodes of more than golden dreashich no research could ever fully explore! O
to be in this fashion enamored of the gospel, ddezbm it, and wholly carried away by its charmst L
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us meditate a few minutes upon the unsearchalilesiof Christ, which it has been our joy to preach,
even as it was Paul’s. Notice, first, that the dpadwelt much upothe essential riches of Christ’s per-
son Beloved, there are unsearchable riches in Clioistie is, by nature, “God over all, blessed ferev
er.” Others may make Him a mere man, but we beblwdunsearchable riches of the deity in Jesus
Christ, “In who dwells all the fullness of the Gadtd bodily.” He is the Creator, without who was not
anything made that was made! He is the preservail dhings, and by Him all things consist. What
riches there must be in Him who both makes andagssthe universe by the Word of His power!

In Jesus Christ all the attributes of God are nesti-the wisdom, the power, the immutability, the
truth, the faithfulness, the justice and love ofdGoe all to be found in the character of JesussCour
Lord! Even while He was here on earth, and clotdadself in mortal flesh, the Godhead shone through
the veill The winds knew Him, and were silent; thaves knew Him, and kissed His feet; the angels
ministered to Him, and the devils fled before Himseases were healed, for His touch was omnipotent;
the dead lived, for His voice was almighty! He v@asd, even while to mortal eye He was only the car-
penter's son. Today He has put off His servantsngats, and laid aside the towel with which He
wiped His disciples’ feet—and all power is giventaidim in heaven and on the earth! Let us, then,
proclaim His unsearchable riches! Now is He cronm&ti universal sovereignty, and the government
is upon His shoulders! His name is called, “Wondeer€ounselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.” Riches beyond compelmang to Him, who for our sakes became poor,
though He has riches unsearchable, for He is Gudi,“®&Vho, by searching, can find out God? Who can
find out the Almighty unto perfection?” Jesus i®ty God of very God” and as such we adore Him, and
glory in the wealth of His nature!

Jesus, our Lord, is also man—man of the substaheésanother—bone of our bone. And here we
may sing of the wealth of human love which is tugad up in Him, and manifested to His brethren. His
wealth ofsympathywith His people, for He has been tempted in alh{®like as they are; His wealth of
discernmentfor He knows the secrets of our nature, havingmtbat nature, Himself. Because of the
riches of His love He is not ashamed to call Hdemmed ones brethren. It is a wonderful subjeet, th
wealth of pure manhood which dwelt in Jesus, forbldth thought and spoke and acted as man—with a
richness of perfect manhood which never dwelt ip ather son of man! He was the true Adam—the
sum of humanity’s best glory, made to have domirmawar all the works of Jehovah’s hands. Thus, in
the two natures which make up His mysterious perSon of Man, and Son of God, there was a meas-
ureless wealth—and this Paul preached!

My brethren, | boldly ask you whether during th@€eyears, | have not tried to set forth the un-
searchable riches of my Lord and Master in Hisdddgperson? | have preached Him to you as no mere
abstraction, but as a real Christ! | have not tlkEHim as if He were a myth, | have spoken of Him
always as an actual person who lived and died,jsanden and gone into heaven! | have also preached
Him as still among you in Spirit, head of the chyrand Lord over all. Neither have | preached to §o
Christ stinted in power or glory. | have endeavomertording to my ability, to set Him forth as Kiog
kings, and Lord of lords. Your hearts have rejoitedhear of Him, and mine has rejoiced to speak of
one so altogether lovely, so good, so kind, soy¢adorgive, so faithful and mighty! In a wordhave
preached the unsearchable riches of His person!

Next, we have to preach the riches of our Lord dasuhe ChristThat is to say, in His relationship
towards us. Now, think a minute or two; in the etdrnity, before ever the earth was, the unsealehab
riches of Christ were displayed when He entered odvenant with the Father on our behalf. What
matchless love it was which prompted the secondagpeof the divine unity to become the surety of the
covenant of grace for His elect! Unsearchable weeaiches of love which suggested the covenait, an
the riches of the wisdom which planned it—it wasthvg of a God! Remember, that as time rolled on,
His people, as they were one by one created, veeredssimply on the ground of His word and pledge.
And if the bare bond of Christ, before He had sheliop of His blood, was able to save myriads af Hi
elect, what riches there must be in His atonemtsaif! If His promise to redeem was enough foruho
sands of years to save multitudes from death alhdwigat must be the riches of the finished righigo
ness, and the accomplished substitution? Thinkefithes of Christ’'s grace from the day of marad F
until the day of his redemption! He saw man inwké/wardness, and knew what he would be under the
bestconditions, yet He did not turn aside from Hisdgle of love because of the baseness of fallen hu-
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manity! He knew that men would prove ungratefult ke resolved to redeem His people. He had,
throughout those ages, an opportunity of estimatihgt the pangs of death would be; He knew the cost
at which He must seek and save the lost—but throligbe thousands of years such were the riches of
His infinite love that He never started back frame tompact which He had made—but determined to
push on till, by His death, He had delivered mamfisin and the earth from the curse!

Wealth of God’s mercy! What can transcend this? Dowe Lord descends to Bethlehem’s manger,
and there He lies, a baby wrapped in swaddlinghekltWho shall tell the riches of the condescending
love which made the infinite, incarnate? Among sloas of men He tarries, going about doing good!
Calculate, if you can, the riches of that genetoeesrt which detained Him for years among a sinfia a
gainsaying generation! The life of Jesus on eardnmint of grace! But oh, the unsearchable loviekvh
led Him to give His hands to the nails, and Hisrheathe spear! What unspeakable love is centered
the cross! What riches of divine grace that He khdeign to dies a malefactor’s death for His eresi
Can any of us conceive the unsearchable richesaf mhich must lie in the holy life and painfulaté
of our beloved Lord? If the Son of God, Himselfjgihs to die, the Just for the unjust, surely natlim
can be set to the virtue of that death! Neithedeed, can we calculate how precious it must béen t
Father’s sight. O You bleeding Savior, when You badome poorest of all in Your own glory, surely
You did also become richest of all for the redemptof the sons of men! None shall ever know, nor
even eternity, itself, fully declare the infinitelue of Your tears and bloody sweat, and agony and
death! But look, He rises again, for the tomb couddl contain Him—He rises for our justification! In
the risen Savior what wealth may be seen, for wHiejustifies all His people by His rising, He also
secures eternal life for them, and guaranteesetio biodies a glorious resurrection! Think of ourd.as
the first fruits of them that sleep and you wilese His resurrection a truth of God which is tloener-
stone of the entire gospel—and the sure pledgéeafia bliss!

But lo, He spurns the Hill of Olivet, and mountsoirthe opened heavens—a cloud receiving Him
from mortal sight! As He ascends, He scatters gift®ng the sons of men. The Holy Spirit is given—
He rests in tongues of fire upon the heads of ahosen! He gave “some apostles, some pastors and
teachers” for the building up of His Church. Thasis He still continues to bestow, for He “recaive
gifts for men, yes, for the rebellious, also, ttte Lord God might dwell among them.” The riches of
the ascended Savior—it is not possible for the niandalculate! Look again! Behold Him in heaven!
There He sits at the right hand of the Father psagent His people! Is there not a wealth of cotrifor
that representation? He sits on the throne tofarlélis people—there is another mine of consoldtion
His presence is the guaranteeoof being there—is not this full of richness? He inggtes for all His
saints before the eternal throne—there is anotieastire house of marvelous instruction and delight!
Jesus sits forever at the right hand of God, bex&lis work is done. He waits until His enemies be-
come His footstool—is He not to us a treasure aeanchable riches?

But He is soon to come, and who shall tell theeglwhichthenshall be revealed—when sin shall
fly before Him, and this burdened earth shall bsedaof the load which has made her continually
groan? When, instead of thorn and thistle, shatieap the cedar and the rose! When the desert shall
rejoice and blossom, and men down-trod and wedual] 8ft up their eyes to behold a new paradise,
and enjoy a glory such as eye has not seen ndre@ad—a splendor of millennial bliss of which may
every one of us be partakers! All this shall beadose He comes! There are unsearchable riches in
Christ, whether living, dying, rising, dwelling reaven, or descending a second time to earth! Sae w
a subject Paul had to preach! And we have preaithéab. These 20 years our one theme has been
Christ Jesus in His relationship to His peopleHis everlasting love, in His once-offered, comgiete
atoning sacrifice, in His pleading before the Feththrone, and in the kingdom which is yet to sukd
all things to itself. What a joy it is to have bgmivileged to preach all this!

Thirdly and briefly, Paul had preached the unseasbitehriches of Jesus Christand to His people
He had told them that Christ had paid their dedtsl they were free. How wondrously had he put it—
“There is therefore now no condemnation to thenh &n@ in Christ Jesus.” We cannot stop to repeat th
texts, but Paul had been clear enough upon the-ptiat the riches of Christ in pardoning sin were
unsearchable! He had told the saints that Chridtgnavided all that could be needed by them between
where they were, and the gates of heaven, foraide ‘syou are complete in Him.” “All things are y
whether things present or things to come.” Paul tielibhted to dive into the depth of overflowing
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grace. What a grand swimmer he was in the seaybHl®d had also told the saints that they might have
whatever they asked for in answer to believing erallow often had he put it before them that He who
spared not His own Son, but freely delivered Himfaipthem, would also, with Him, freely give them
all things? What riches of Christ are found at tirercy seat! He who knows how to draw near to God
by Jesus Christ will find great stores of wealtarét He had assured them that the Lord, Himsel§ wa
theirs, yes, he said, “All things are yours, and goe Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.”

He had told them that heaven was theirs, for tregydbtained an inheritance in Christ, and were on
their way to glory, every hour bringing them neafauly, if you want to know the deep things of God
you must listen to Paul, for he tells us of therratg of Christ’'s love, a love without beginning dan
without end! He tells us of the immutability of tHave, for Jesus Christ is “the same yesterdajayp
and forever.” He tells us of the infinity of thatvie, and delights to declare that it passes knayeleth
fact, he tells us that God, Himself, is ours, talbe portion forever! Oh, children of God, if yotedim-
ited, you are not limited in the preaching of tip@stle—you are limited in yourselves! | venturesaal
to say that in my own preaching | have not knowyrtygld back any of the blessings of the covenant of
grace, nor spoken lightly of the blessings whichudegives to His beloved. No, | have delighted to
speak upon what the Lord has given to His saimis,eve bid believers enjoy the fat things fulhwdr-
row which He has provided for them. Happy peoplkawe such a Savior!

But lastly, the point Paul most rejoiced to preagion was this-the unsearchable riches of our
Lord towards sinnersfor he says that he preacha&song the Gentilesthe sinners—the unsearchable
riches of Christ. This is the most delightful theofeall—to tell poor sinners that there is an uradqe
bly rich Savior! | lament saying that there aregmfeers who do not preach this among the Gentiles!
They have a great deal to say to God’s own pedypiethey have nothing to say to the Gentiles, & th
sinners—o the insensible, unquickened sinners—nothingatp te them! | have known them close a
sermon by saying, “The election has obtained &,r#st are blinded,” and sit down with not a waod f
those dead in sin. Brothers and sisters, we havemt&earned Christ! We delight to preach among the
Gentilesthe unsearchable riches of Christ, and to makenafi see what is the fellowship of the mys-
tery. What have we to say to Gentile sinners? Wleyhave to tell them that our Lord Jesus is soinch
divine grace that He keeps open house all day thmigat long—and, “Come and welcome,” is written
over His palace gates! “Whoever will let him conmel dake of the water of life freely.” We have td te
you that, though millions of sinners have alreadyne, the banquet table is as loaded as it ever Mas!
has as much grace and mercy to distribute as Hd J88@ years ago! He is as able to cleanse from sin
as able to justify, and to sanctify as He was wihiesh He began His work of His mercy! There is no
limit to His grace for those that come to Him! Whkeecomes to Him shall receive eternal salvation!

My Master is so rich that He needs nothing from ahyou. You need not bringrag with you—

He will cover you from head to foot! You need noinly amoldy crust—He will give you of the bread

of heaven! You need not stop to cleanse away dessppt—He will wash you white as snow! Help
from you? Does the sun need help from darkness? Christ nedelp from sinners! Let them come
empty-handed, naked, sick, helpless, and belieateHhb is able to do for them all that they requirain
bold to tell you that my Master’s riches of divigeace are so unsearchable that He delights tovi®rgi
and forget enormous sin! The bigger the sin, theengdbory to His grace! If you are over head andgear
in debt, He is rich enough to discharge your lieibg; if you are at the very gates of hell, Halde to
pluck you from the jaws of destruction! So mightéyHis mercy that no case did ever exceed His power
to save or ever will! | will challenge you to a ¢est with regard to my dear Lord and Master thgbii

will sit down and think the best and largest thasgyou can of Him, you will not think Him to be as
good and loving as He really is! If you will try @nvish for the largest blessings you can concsjoa,
shall not be able to wish for such blessings assHarepared to bestow! And if you will open your
mouth wide, and make a request for the greatest fdnat ever a human being asked of God or man,
you shall not ask for thousandthof what He is prepared to give!

Come and try Him! Let it be a wrestling match betweyour needs, and Christ's abundance—and
see which will win the day! | tell you that, as Aarts rod swallowed up the rods of the magicians, so
my Master’s all-sufficiency will swallow up all theemands of your dreadful necessities! Only come
and try Him now! All that you need between the gat€hell and the gates of heaven you shall find in
Christ—and you shall have it all foothing—all just for the asking! Open your hands and také is
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all He asks of you—that you believingly receive whig freely bestows! Trust in Him, in Him as dead
and risen, and ascended, and reigning! Rely upam Eind by so doing you shall find that there are un
searchable riches of grace in Him!

Now, | have done when | have said just this. | haveloubt Paul would not have been so pleased to
preach Christ as he was unless something had cbmeNmw, at the close of 20 years of printed ser-
mons, my great delight in having preached the uckahle riches of Christ lies in this—that someghin
by the grace of God, has come of it'! How many sbalse been converted is not in my power to tell. |
do not think | ever pass a single day, nor haveedamfor some years, without having intimations of
some persons at the very ends of the earth, aoraehhaving been led to the Savior by the reading o
the sermons. | am not prepared to say how manppegtsave gone through this church to other church-
es or to heaven; the number can hardly be far stidhtose which remain, and of these it may suffice
say that 4,700 souls are with us, still kept bygbeer of grace, and knit together in church feBbyp.

Is not this matter of great thankfulness to God®?iiguthese 20 years the dew has never ceased!to fal
The church has been planted like a tree by rivensaber—she has brought forth her fruit in her sea-
son—and whatever she has attempted has prospgogdtherefore, and will joy in this!

Yet, once more, | think Paul must have felt a spegiadness that through his preaching the un-
searchable riches of Christ, others had been raigdd preach it, too. So has it been with us, bd'&
grace. How many tongues this day are preachingsCbuit of our church members and students, | can-
not assert definitely, but that they are to be tediflby hundreds is certain. Would to God they widre
times as many! | wish all the rest of this congtegawho love Christ would go and talk about Him,
too. Some among you are very diligent, and | blesd for you; | wish more of you were trying to kgin
these unsearchable riches of Christ within the kadge of the ignorant and sinful. It is the lasbi&ath
of the year. Could we not begin, next year, witgr@at deal more industry than we have strewn this
year? | am afraid there are many members who hawgank to do for Jesus, and these are the sort of
people to backslide. You that have neither to do,ta suffer, are the baggage of the army, the dnpe
ments which prevent the host from marching on ttovy! Bestir yourselves! Feed upon Jesus, and then
take the good cheer to those who do not know tttees of Christ. And as God gives you grace, go and
fulfill this ministry, and you will then say, agdb, and as the apostle said of old, “Unto me, whdess
than the least of all saints, is this grace gitkat | should preach among the Gentiles the unsahle
riches of Christ.” May the Lord bless you! Amen.
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