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“Know you that the Lord, He is God: it is He thatds made us, and not we, ourselves; we are His pgopl
and the sheep of His pasture. Enter into His gateish thanksgiving, and into His courts
with praise: be thankful unto Him, and bless His nze. For the Lord is good;
His mercy is everlasting: and His truth endures &l generations.”
Psalm 100:3, 4, 5.

BRETHREN, it is a trick of Satan to distract usnfrahe most important and vital matters by the
suggestion of trivial considerations. When the Ids$sings are asking for our acceptance, he wipb
the most trivial things into our minds; he willlfdur eyes with dust to prevent our looking to benze
serpent for healing; from the preaching of Jesugrdeavored to distract human attention by debates
upon the tithing of mint, and anise, and cumin; rieking broad of the borders of one’s garments; the
wearing of phylacteries; the straining out of gnated | know not what else! He followed this metlad
Jacob’s well. When our Lord spoke to the woman &bieung water, and the salvation of her soul, the
evil spirit prompted her to ask concerning Geriand Zion—"“Our fathers worshipped in this mountain,
and You say that in Jerusalem men ought to worstijith this same art Satan still works! It should b
our business, not being ignorant of the deviceth@fenemy, to be more than a match for him by break
ing away from all vain jangling and trivial quest&) we need to go to the foundational truths of ,God
the cornerstones of faith, the realities of lifegasting, the vitalities of godliness; these liecGodward
and Christward, away from the shadow land of cereesoand vain speculations! We must go to the
eternal rock and everlasting hills whose golders tae, to the eyes of faith, bright with the blelsday-
break! Let us get there, this morning, from theitras of earth, and may the breath of the Spirdesp
us toward the realities of heaven, so to essetftiajs we may give the attention which is essengal
them.

For what were we created, my brothers and sistdtsBw no better answer than that of the assem-
bly’s catechism: “Man’s chief end is to glorify Goahd to enjoy Him forever.” There is a vast amount
both of theology and philosophy in that simple asmswhich our old divines have put into the mouth of
a child. Had man remained what God made him, itldvbave been his very element to glorify his God!
To do the will of God would have been as naturaldaas to breathe if we had not fallen from origina
perfection. | was about to say unconsciously, areatwhich abide as God created them obey His will;
but where there is consciousness, there is addagrame delight which makes their consciousness and
obedience the highest blessings! Look at yondedeaus orbs; they are not stubborn with the so-
calledVis inertiae; but joyfully roll along in their predestined cousskeecause God commands them to
keep their settled track. See yonder watching stéigy close not their bright eyes, but smile upsen u
from age to age; those sentinels of heaven queotcthair lamps, but shine right on, day and nigét b
cause God has said, “Let there be light,” and ftbem light must come! We hear of no rebellion ia th
spheres, no revolt against the law which holds therntheir celestial courses. Orion breaks not his
bands; the Pleiades cease not their sweet inflgsettoese orbs, mighty as they are, are as subsetuie
God as the clay to the hand of the potter.

And where there is intelligence, as long as thelligence remains as God made it, there is no tevol
against His will. Yon mighty angel, “whose staffght make a mast for some tall admiral,” countsst h
honor to fly like a flash of light at the bidding the eternal. It is no demeaning of his dignityisino
diminution of his pleasure to do the command of Mhast High, hearkening unto His voice. Were we,
today, what we should be, it would be our elemerbve, to serve, to adore our God; and we would no
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need ministers to stir us to our pleasurable dutyemind us of Jehovah'’s claims! Even the augarst |
guage of our text would not be needed to bid usshiprand bow down, and know that Jehovah is God
who has made us, and not we ourselves, for we wmedd this truth in every particle of our being!

As things are, however, we need recalling to dabg urging to obedience. This morning, with the
help of God’s Holy Spirit, are will submit our hésato such a call.

I. First we will consider THE CLAIMS OF GOD—ON WHAT ARTHEY GROUNDED? “Know
you that the Lord, He is God; it is He that has enad, and not we ourselves; we are His peopleland t
sheep of His pasture. Enter into His gates witimkkgiving.” The claims of God are grounded, firkt o
all, uponHis Godhead. “Know you that Jehovah, He is God.” As Matthewniriehas very properly said,
“Ignorance is not the mother of devotion, thougls ithe mother osuperstition! True knowledge is the
mother and the nurse of piety.”

To really know the deity of God, to get some idéavbat is meant by saying that He is God, is to
have the very strongest argument forced upon smisfor obedience and worship. The Godhead gave
authority to the first law that was ever promulgat¢ghen God forbade man to touch the fruit of aasert
tree. Why might not Adam pluck the fruit? Simplydaonly because God forbade it; had God permitted,
it had been lawful, but God’s prohibition madein & eat the fruit. God gave no reason for saymng
Adam, “In the day you eat thereof you shall suidib.” His commandment, seeing He is God, was the
supreme reason, and to have questioned His rglaisbbey the law would have been, in itself, fat
bellion. God was to be obeyed simply because H&o@d! It was a case in which to have introduced an
argument would have supposed unwillingness on nyzarsto obey. Adam could not need more than to
know that such-and-such was the will of his Gods #ame truth of Godhead is the authoritative baisis
the moral law of the Ten Commandments. From Sioailaim for obedience was set up but this, “I am
the Lord your God, which brought you up out of lwed of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” Irt tha
word, “GOD,” is comprehended the highest, the wiggh, the most righteous reasons for man’s yield-
ing up his entire nature to the divine service!

Because the Lord is God, therefore, should we sdimewith gladness, and come before His pres-
ence with singing. It was upon this point that Gested Pharaoh, and Pharaoh may be regarded s a so
of representative of all thenemies of the Lord. “Thus says the Lord, Let My people”gbhere was no
reason given, no argument, but simply this, “Thaygsshe Lord.” To which Pharaoh, fully appreciating
the ground upon which God was acting, answered,d'\8lthe Lord that | should obey His voice?” So
they stood, foot to foot, in fair battle; Jehovalyiag, “Thus says the Lord God of the Hebrews, Mgt
people go”; Pharaoh replying, “I know not the Lonéjther will | let Israel go.” You know how thaab
tle ended! That song of Israel at the Red Sea, wiineibord of hosts triumphed gloriously, was a prop
ecy of the victory which will surely come unto Gimdall conflicts with His creatures in which Hiseet
nal power and Godhead are assailed! The argumeneddrom the Godhead has not only been used
with haughty rebels, but also with questioners delaters. Observe how Paul speaks. He has entered
upon the thorny subject of predestination—a mattach none of us will ever comprehend, a matter in
which it is better for us to believe than to regsamd he is met with this, “If all things happenGsd
decrees, why does He yet find fault, for who hassted His will?” To which the apostle gives nolyep
but this, “No, but O man, who are you that repgainst God?” Against God there can be no ansiver! |
He wills it, so let it be; it is right! It is gooldecause He so decrees it. Is He God? Submit! 1é thvere
no other argument, or reason, let @ahead convince you!

Good men have been argued with in the same wathéor profit. That is the core and pith of the
book of Job. There is Job, in conflict with hisdérfriends, who are arguing that he must be a wicke
man or else God would not so sorely smite him; kactv reasoning he replies that he will hold fast hi
integrity and will not let it go. Then comes Eliland he has much to say that is wise, but he caatot
tle the matter; at last God comes into the cont®yeand what is the Lord’s argument? Does He pro-
ceed to justify Himself in what He has done witlb Jm give Job reasons for covering him with boils
and pains, and excuse Himself for having takenréegieand upright man, and laid him prostrate on a
dunghill? No, but instead He unveils a portion & Bodhead, and reveals His power in some such lan-
guage as this—*Where were you when the foundatidriee earth were laid? Declare, if you have un-
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derstanding! Who has laid the measures theregiuf know? Or who has stretched the line upon it?
Whereupon are the foundations fastened? Or who tlayscornerstone thereof? Have you given the
horse strength? Have you clothed his neck with deuh Does the eagle mount up at your command,
and make her nest on high? Have you an arm lik&?@udcan you thunder with a voice like He?” Thus
the Lord displayed the greatness of His power wlole sat cowering down, and cried out, “I| have thear
of You by the hearing of the ear, but now my eyess ¥ou: therefore | abhor myself and repent in dust
and ashes.”

Ah, men and women, if you did but knavihat God is, andvho He is; if but some flashes of His di-
vine omnipotence, or any other of His gloriousiltites were let loose upon you—you would perceive
that He has the fullest claims upon your allegiaace that you ought to live for His glory! Imagitiet
at this instant midnight darkness should settler age out of which should burst forth a thunderclap
making each stone in this building tremble, whitevd every one of yonder columns lurid lightning
should begin to stream! Imagine that the earth &nes rocked and reeled after the manner of tige ci
of Lisbon, or Aleppo in years gone by! Conceivetthaal on peal of that terrible thunder should be
heard—why there is not one of us but would lonbddhe servant of that terrible God, and instiredtiv
inquire what He would have us to do! Atheists,iméds of tempest and storm, have found but little he
in their philosophy; like Pharaoh, they have besady to cry, “Entreat the Lord for me.” But thelnec
ing earth, or heaven on a blaze—what were these?tdich of His finger, and glance of His eyes
would do far more! He touches the hills and thepken but as for Himself, who shall conceive of Him?
Let us adore His overwhelming majesty, and bow dbefiore Him, for the Lord, He is God!

The second ground of the Lord’s claimHss creation of us. “It is He that has made us, and not we
ourselves”; we are, every one of us, the offspahthe divine power. This is a fact of which we are
formed by Revelation, but it is also one which gvestinct of our nature agrees with. You never saw
child startled when it was told, for the first tipthat God made him, for within that little mindetie
dwells an instinct which accepts the statement! fhieery that we are not made, but mere developments
of materialism, wears upon its face all the marksirssupported fiction! Certain statements are dalle
axioms, because they are self-evident truths;ositis an axiom reversed, for it is a self-evidelt To
an unsophisticated mind, its repetition is its tafion! Indeed, whenever | hear people mentiothéy
seem unable to suppress a laugh, and | do not wofadeeven nature, itself, forces them to despise
what they pretend to believe. The evolution thegag originated, | have no doubt, either in pandemo-
nium or in bedlam; it is worthy of either, but & unworthy of any man who possesses either sanity o
morality! No, we did not become what we are by deaor growth; God made us! This belief is the eas-
iest escape from all difficulties, and besidess ttue, and everything in us tells us it is so!

Now, since the Lord made us, He has a right toras. property which God has in man is proved
beyond dispute by our being His creatures. Theepdtas a right to make the vessel for what use he
pleases—still he has not such absolute right oigecllay as God has oves, for the potter does not
make the clay; he makes the vedsem the clay, but the clay is there from the firsteTlord has, in
our case, made the clay from which He has fashiase@dnd therefore we are entirely at His disposal,
and should serve Him with all our hearts! Why, méagpu make anything, you expect to use it! If you
make a tool for your trade, you reckon upon empigyit according to your pleasure! And if it would
never bend to your will, or be useful to your pwspoyou would speedily put it away! So is it witbuy
the Lord who made you has a right to your servia @bedience. Will you not acknowledge His claim?
Consider what He has made us. No mean things dré/ive but God could make a man? Raphael takes
the pencil in his hand, and with a master touckatas upon yonder canvas the most wondrous forms;
and the sculptor, with his chisel and his hammevetbps amazing beauty! But there is no life, thug
intellect, and if you speak to it, there is neitherce nor answering. How different ayeu from the
canvas and the marble, for in your bosom therensysterious principle which makes you akin to the
deity; for your soul can know reason, believe, usténd, and love! | had almost called the sofihite,
for God has made it capable of such wondrous thifilggs has He trusted us with high powers and fac-
ulties, and lifted us up to a high position. Suréhen, it is ours to serve Him with a loving layal
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| like to think that the Lord has made us, andigdymyself to Him on that ground because while
the grandeur of what He has made us calls us tapeneven the lowly side has its claim, too, and a
sweet one! Our powers are finite, and sometimesmedroubled about that fact, wishing we could do
more for our Lord; but we need not fear when weeawer that He has made us, and, therefore, fixed
the measure of our capacity. In Roger de WendovEltsvers of History, an ancient Saxon chronicle,
we read of a Saxon king who, riding through a fgreame upon a little church in which a priest was
saying prayers. This priest was lame and hump-lthcked therefore, the rough Saxon king was ready
to despise him, till he heard him chant these wdfitlss He that has made us, and not we oursélves.
The king blushed and admitted his fault. If, theue, are of small beauty or slender talent, let us no
complain, but serve Him who has made us what weifavee are amazed at a truth of God which we
cannot comprehend; if we find portions of God'’s &tw be beyond our depth, let us not complain, but
remember that the Lord could have made us understthithings if He had chosen, and as He has not
done so. “It is He that has made us, and not weebigs.”

When any say to us, “Your religion is beyond yde truths you believe you cannot comprehend,”
we answer, “We are quite satisfied it should befsiothe Lord has made us, and not we ourselvés.” |
He has made us spacious to a larger degree thdellmws, we will give Him all the more honor; bifit
we are vessels of small capacity, we will not wisloe other than our Maker would have us to belrDea
brothers and sisters, | cannot conceive any higla@m upon our service than this—that God has ereat
ed us—except that the same truth of God may be anragtave higher! Common men may sing, “It is
He that made us, and not we ourselves”; even tae lmreation might join in that confession! But, O
you saints, yours is a loftier note, for you haeer twice made, born-again, created anew in Cheist
sus, and after a nobler fashion you can sing,s‘ieé that made us, and not we ourselves. We are His
people and the sheep of His pasture.” Creationtiataims, but election and redemption rise &iijh-
er! From those peculiarly favored, the Lord mustehpeculiar praise.

A third reason for living unto the Lord lies His shepherding of us. “We are His people, and the
sheep of His pasture.” God has not left us and govey; He has not left us as the ostrich leaves her
eggs, to be broken by the feet of the passersbys Matching over us at every hour, even as a srdph
guards his flock; over us all He exercises an usingacare, a watchful providence, and therefore we
should return praise to Him daily! It has been vgaild that some men represent God as having taken t
universe like a watch, wound it up, and then puinitler His pillow and gone to sleep. But it is sot
God’s finger is on every wheel of the world’s mawdry; God’s power is that which puts force into the
laws of the universe—they were a mere dead Idttde iwere not powerfully active forevermore! Child
of Adam, in your cradle you are not rocked by wilthds, but by the hand of love. Daughter of afflic-
tion, you are not laid prostrate on yon bed toHgeuictim of heartless laws, but there is one wlakes
all your bed in your sickness with His own kind a@edder hands! God gives us, day by day, our daily
bread; God clothes us; He gives us breath for theaging lungs, and blood for this beating hea#d; H
keeps us in life, and if His power were withdrawse would sink immediately into death!

Now, therefore, because it is so, we are boundvi® @ our great shepherd our daily service. You
are the sheep of His hand; for you the hourly miowi, the constant protection, the wise and judgio
governance; for you the royal leadership throughdbsert to the pastures on the other side of dprda
for you the power that chases away the wolf; far ffze ability that finds out the pastures of théde-
ness; for you those superior comforts which corenfthe redeeming angel’s presence and flow from
the very fact that He is yours! Therefore, rendethte Lord your homage and your praise! Men and
women, because you are men and women, adore thev@m&eeps you living—saintly men and wom-
en renewed and fed out of the storehouse of digmaee! Serve your God, | pray you, with all your
heart, soul and strength, because you especialtharsheep of His pasture, and the people of &hd'h

A fourth reason for adoration and service is giwethe last verse of our text, ittise divine charac-
ter—"For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlastingdeHis truth endures to all generations.” Here are
three master motives for serving the Lord our Gold that all would feel their weight! First, Hegeod.
Now, if | were to lift up a standard in this asséynihis morning and say, “This banner represengs th
cause of everything that is just, right, true, kindd benevolent, | would expect many a young heart
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enlist beneath it, for when pretenders in all lahdsetalked of liberty and virtue, choice spirits have
been enchanted and rushed to death for the grahdaoke! Now, God is good, just, right, true, kind,
benevolent—in a word, God is love, and therefore wiould not serve Him? Who will refuse to be the
servant of infinite perfection? Oh, were He not @gd, but another man’s God, | think | would steal
away to Him to be enlisted beneath the banner o suGod as He is! To keep the laws of God must
always be incumbent upon us because those lawh@nery essence of right; none of them are arbi-
trary; all of them the requirements of unsullieditess and unswerving Justice. Indeed, commands of
God are something more than merely right—they axdgn the sense of kind! When God says, “You
shall not,” it is only like a mother forbidding hehild to cut its fingers with a sharp tool, ordat poi-
sonous berries. When God says, “You shall,” itrescpcally a direction to us to be happy, or astda

do that thing which, in due course, leads to haggsnThe laws of the Lord our God are right inrex!
spects, and therefore | claim from every one of ymuobedience of your heart to God.

Then it is added, “His mercy is everlasting.” Whould not serve one whose mercy endures forev-
er? Observe that He is always merciful! Never dmesner come to Him and find Him devoid of pity!
The Lord is merciful and gracious when we are c¢hiigl He is equally so to us in middle life, and whe
we grow gray in years He is still merciful. We cahmwear out His patience nor exhaust His forgiving
love; He has given us a Savior who always livesiédke intercession for transgressors! What a blgssin
is this! As long as we sin, we have an advocagddad for us! He has set up a mercy seat for ualfor
times, and to it we may go as often as we will.ditenot erect a mercy seat on earth for a hundeadsy
and then withdraw it, but, blessed be His namealways have the right of access, and we haveastill
plea to urge, for Jesus’ blood has not lost itsosaVhere, too, is the Spirit of God always waitiag
help us to pray—and whenever we wish to draw neéné mercy seat, He is ready to teach us what we
should pray for as we ought, and even to utterrggdar us which we, ourselves, could not utter. Oh,
who would not serve a God whose mercy is everlg3ti@ruel is that heart which infinite gentleness
does not persuade! If God is merciful, man showlanore be rebellious! It is added, “Hisith endures
to all generations.” That is to say you will natdiin God one thing today and another thing tomeyro
what He promises, He will perform. Every word ofsHitands fast forever, like He doe@smutable!
Trust Him today, and you will not find Him fail youeither tomorrow, nor all the days of your lifidie
God of Abraham is our God, today, and He has nahgtd through the revolutions of years! The Sav-
ior whom we trusted in our childhood is still theree yesterday, today, and forever!

Blessed be His name! I think it was this attribateGod that had the greatest charm to my young
heart. It seemed so sweet to rest my soul withrexmangeable God, so delightful to know that ifd di
once enjoy His love, He would never take it awayrfrme; that if He was once reconciled to me by the
death of His Son, | should forever be His childg & dear to His heart! This gave my heart glagness
and | hold forth this truth, now, as a sweet inanest to those present who have not trusted to ting L
that they should do so—for the Lord is good, and iHercy is everlasting, and His truth enduresto al
generations! Thus | have set before you the grooh@od’s claims. Are they solid? Do you consent to
them? Oh, that sovereign grace would compel eaalsdb live alone for the glory of God! It is His
most righteous due!

Il. Now very briefly, indeed, THE CLAIMS OF GOD—HOW HAYWE REGARDED THEM?
Answer for yourselves. Alas, some have paid noaesip these claims—in fact they have denied them,
and have said, in effect, “Who is the Lord thahdsld obey His voice?” Have | one such person here?
pray God to change his heart, for the gnat may nmucte wisely contend with the flame which has al-
ready burned its wings, than you contend with yidiaker! As surely as you live, God will vanquish
you, and make you acknowledge His supremacy! If wdunot obey Him, He will dash you in pieces
like a potter’s vessel! A far larger number of p&rs, however, ignore, rather than oppose God'snglai
They have lived in this world, now, perhaps, to diédage and never thought about God, at all, though
He has made them, and kept them in being. Thakeisvay that many a debtor has done with his debts;
he has felt easy because he has not been dunnettiadm! But surely that is a doubtful honesty whic
rests in peace because the creditor does not happsamor! A truly honest man is dissatisfied ki#
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has discharged his obligations, and every noblet syil be discontented with itself because it hast
paid its due to God.

What if the Lord has used no severities; has sergheriff's officers of sickness or bereavement;
shall we not all the more heartily inquire, “Whéiall |1 render unto the Lord?” Shall we rob God be-
cause He is merciful? Shall we make His goodnassson for neglecting Him? Can it be right that we
should never render to the Most High accordinghtolienefits received? There are multitudes, who, in
theory, acknowledge all the claims of God, but asadter of fact they deny them, or they evade thgm
a merely outward religiousness! They will not benést, but they will go to church; they will not
cleanse themselves from iniquity, but they willliBptized; to live a holy life is a matter they cac
for, but they will take the sacraments, believdesus, and yield themselves up to the love of Gbedy
will not, but they have not the slightest objectionjoining in a procession, or going upon a pityi
age—thus giving God brass counters instead of gmltlyard appearances instead of real obedience!
The love of the heart and trust of the spirit, mefiuses to his Maker—and so long as he does sbisall
offerings are in vain! Sorrowfully must we all cess, also, that where we have tried to honor thd,Lo
by His grace, and have done so, in a measure, g¢tawe failed in perfection. We have to confess tha
oftentimes the pressure of the body which is n&ad, of the things that are seen and tangible haga b
greater upon us than the force of the things whkexmnot be seen, but are eternal. We have vyielded to
self too often, and have robbed the Lord! What shalbhevén this case? Why, we have to bless our ever-
lasting God and Father, that He has provided amragcsacrifice for all our shortcomings! And thése
one, partaker of our nature, who stands in theagapur behalf, in whom we can be accepted, notwith-
standing all our shortcomings and offenses! Lejaso God in Christ Jesus! He bids us believe in Je
sus, and assures us of pardon and salvation asptiteéf we do so! The demands of God are met in the
life and death of His only-begotten Son. Faith letssee that they were met t@and that we are clear.
Brothers and sisters, we have believed, yes, andilvdelieve, that Jesus died for us; and here comes
our joy that we are delivered from the wrath of Godtwithstanding that we have fallen short of His
commands.

And now, what follows? | feel, concerning it, thteat now there are more bonds to bind me to the
service of God than ever! He has forgiven me fa Rame’s sake, and washed me in the blood of His
own Son, and | am His by firmer bonds than everlodbgations are as forcible as those which arige o
of free grace and dying love! Pardoned sin is muiaent for the indulgence of future sin, but anrabu
dant argument for future holiness in every heaat thels its power. O you saints of God, transgoess
being blotted out, you will no more transgress! Kladis elect, you elect to serve Him! Being His
adopted children, you rejoice to do your Fatherill nd now and forever you are the Lord’s!

lIl. This brings me to the concluding note of our digsseuywhich is this—THE CLAIMS OF GOD,
WHEN THEY ARE REGARDED, HOW DO THEY INFLUENCE MENGive me your hearts a few
minutes. | am persuaded, brothers and sistersthtbatoblest form of man that is to be found onftoe
of the earth is the man who serves God! | am caredrthat all other forms of manhood are faulty and
imperfect to a very high degree in them, and ase &r inferior in force and beauty to that whieh i
produced in men by consecration to the serviceaf.@ man who is guided by the Holy Spirit to live
for the Lord is altogether a nobler being than ameved by a less lofty aim. Let me show you how
healthy it is to serve God. The man who serves Guallby the Spirit of God to do so, is humble! Were
he proud, it would be proof, at once, that he watsserving God! But the remembrance that God is His
sovereign, and has made him; that in His handsibreath; makes the good man feel that he is mgthi
but dust and ashes at his very best. He cannaiutrwith Nebuchadnezzar, “Behold this great Babylon
which | have built"—he is far more likely to crouctown where Nebuchadnezzar did after God had
taught him better, and to say—“Now | extol and hothe King of heaven.”

Serving God keeps man in his right place. It isalaice to him, without which he might be drifted
to destruction like the myriads of butterflies winichave seen far out at sea, condemned, befogg ton
sink into the waves. At the same time, while itessba man, it fills him with joy, praise, and gradie,
thus giving him sails as well as ballast. A man vdwes to serve God receives His mercies with great
thankfulness and joy; he is content with the willGnd, and therefore, is full of gratitude to Hifnd
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let me tell you there are no sweeter moments iraa'srlife than those which are occupied with adgprin
gratitude! Nothing is more purging, or cleansesanrfrom earthly grossness, and from all the defile-
ment of selfishness, than to serve the ever-lidng ever-blessed God, and to feel that there issone
much greater, so much better than one’s self, swahich we aspire, for whom we live! Thus is a man
at once humbled, cheered, and elevated; the ses¥/iGed is honorable as no other service is.

Thereis a man who lives for himself—his great objectivéagget money. Look at him and consider
him well! Is not the greed of wealth one of the mmsggarly passions that can possess a human bosom?
Yon ant, which labors for its commonwealth, is,nt¢ mind, up among the angels, compared with a
man who sweats, and toils, and starves himselflgnéyethe sake of heaping up for himself a mass of
yellow metal! Can | more highly commend the lovépleasure? What is pleasure? As the world under-
stands it, it is a hollow sham, a veneer of mitkrering deep dissatisfaction! | often think whenekbr
worldlings laughing at such poor nonsense, thay thédl each other’s sleeves, and say, “Laugh. You
ought to laugh!” | cannot see the mirth of theirtm®@ments, buhey do. They struggle to seem happy,
but what, after all, is it to have lived to be amdisto have spent all one’s powers in killing timeany-
thing more contemptible? How horrible it is whenmii@es for lust and puts forth all his strengthrie
dulge his passions! Brutes! Beasts! Alas, | slaldetbeasts when | compare them to such men!

The man who lives for God is a far nobler being!wvim the very act of self-renunciation, and of
dedication to God, the man has been lifted up fearth and from all that holds him down to its dust
and mire! He has risen so much nearer to the chmerudm much nearer, in fact, to the divine! This
makes a man a man, for a man who serves is cowrsgew too manly to be a slave! “No,” he says,
“God bids me do such an act, and | will do it gfrwiahead; and though such-and-such a thing you bid
me do, since God has not commanded me, your bidding law to me! My knees were made to bow
before my God, and not to you; and my mind to leliehat God reveals, and not what you choose to
say.” He is the free man whom the love of God mdkes What wonderful proofs we have had of this
throughout history, for the men who have served G been the most intrepid of mortals. Behold the
burning fiery furnace, and the tyrant’s face almassted as the furnace itself—he can hardly sgeals
choked with passion because the three young mémaetilvorship the bronze image! But look how cool
they are as they say, “The God whom we serve s tabdleliver us, but if not, be it known unto ybiat
we will not bow down to the image which you havewge” Here is the true style of manhood! The love
of God makes heroes! Give a man a resolve to seoek and he is endowed with wondrous persever-
ance.

Look at the apostles, martyrs and missionariesheffaith—how they have pressed on despite a
world in arms! When a nation has been apparenégdessible, they have found an entrance! When the
first missionary has died, another has been readgllow in his footsteps! The first church, in her
weakness, poverty and ignorance, struggled wittopbphy and wealth, and all the power of heathen
Rome, till at last the weak overcame the strond,the foolish overthrew the wise! They that sencel G
cannot be conquered—from defeats they learn vittibrihey have to wait, they wait for they have
linked with the lifetime of the eternal, and Godnso hurry, nor are they! If to secure a heafimgthe
truth of God takes a generation, let it take a gaman! If it takes 50 generations, let it takerthéout the
deed shall be done, and the truth shall be preaametithe idols shall be abolished, and God stell b
adored! O Lord, Your service makes us akin to YBlglssed are they that wear Your yoke! How strong
they grow, how patient to endure, how firm to stéast, how swift to run! They mount with wings as
eagles when they learn to serve You! The man wHeddy the Holy Spirit to serve God is incited,
thereby, to zeal, fervor, and a self-sacrifice toch nothing else could bring him!

If you are familiar with the lives of the pioneaskthe cross, and especially with the deaths of the
martyrs, you will have seen what divine grace cakenof men! Are not their deeds sublime? Why,
these men laughed at impossibilities, and scornidulties! They counted the rack and the torture
mere everyday things, and learned to smile in #oe bf death, itself, because they served God! They
never thought of running away, nor dreamed of cotitng their testimony. Men said, “You are fools.”
They were prepared to hear them say that, and mecka a fulfillment of prophecy. The kings of the
earth stood up, and the rulers took counsel togethé said, “We will stamp you out.” They were pre-
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pared for that, also, but they were not stampetThey saw insuperable difficulties in their wayttee
eyes of sense, but they did not care what the @yssnse saw—they used the eyefadh—and believ-

ing that they were engaged in the service of GdalyTknew that God would be with them; they feltttha
all the forces of nature on earth, and all the Engeheaven, and all the attributes of deity wamnethe
side of the man who is doing God'’s service—andefoee they went straight on! | have heard say dhat
mad man will often display the strength of 10 mand | know there is another side to that fact, for
when a man becomes possessed with the Holy Smditjs carried right away with it, therens telling
what force is in him—he will be 10 men in one! Whigere are cases in which a nation of men have
seemed to have been bound up into one single parisen the man has surrendered himself to the ser-
vice of God!

Look at Martin Luther! You cannot regard him ascadinary man; you cannot help viewing him as
a conglomeration of a whole tribe of men! He bed®ehe has the truth of God to proclaim, and in &od’
name he preaches it! And if there are as many slevlWorms as there are tiles on the tops of thesho
es it is nothing to Luther! And if the elector acdv®ny tells him that he will no longer shelter hivhat
will he do? Why he declares that he will shelten$elf beneath the broad shield of the eternal God!
When the Pope issues a Bull against him, he bimasiocument! What did he care? He would have
burned Rome, itself, for that matter! The man hadrage enough for anything! Or take John Knox, all
emaciated, weak and ready to die—and yet so Goskpssd, so inspired that he is not preaching for a
guarter-of-an-hour before you think he will dask gulpit to shivers! He shakes the whole of Scatlan
and is more dreaded by the Popish Queen than anair®,000 men, for God is in the man! Oh, get to
feel, “It is God’s will, and at all hazards | amigg to do it, for God bids me.” Why, sir, you may a
well try to stop the sun in its course as to stapam who is mastered liat conviction! If ever this
driveling age of little men is to be lifted up intsomething like respectability, and redeemed from t
morass of falsehood in which it lies festering, mvast breed a race of men who mean to serve God,
come what may—and to make no reckoning but this—tHis right? It shall be done! Is this wrong?
Then it shall cease!”

There must be no compromise, no talk about maourgusefulness and spoiling our position by be-
ing too exact. Usefulness and position! Let thenmaered and spoiled if the truth of God comes & th
way, for God is to be followed into the jungle—yeand down the wild beasts’ throats, and into the
jaws of hell if He leads the way! God must be thi&lg, and if we follow God it shall be well with.us
But if we do not, that which man thinks easiestitgr all, the hardest. He thinks it easiest t@ab@ear
right as he can, but to run no risks; he thinkse#t to keep peace at home, to yield many pointspat
be too Puritanical, and too precise, and solbat is theeasy way—and the way which God abhors! It
is the way which will end in a festering conscienaed in being shut out of heaven! The way to serve
God is to be washed in the blood of Jesus—andtthebey the Lord without reserve, and seek only His
honor! This is the way to heaven! And when we rethdse blissful seats, we shall be all in tune with
the perfected, for they serve the Lord day andtaigind find it bliss to do so! This preparation aed-
vice on earth is absolutely essential to the engntnof heaven above! May God grant you, then, ks Hi
Holy Spirit, to yield yourselves up to God, to ssiim—and may we meet above! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 95, %.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—187, 66, 195.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !
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