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“Behold, | and the children whom the Lord has givane are for signs and for
wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, which dii&ein Mount Zion.”
Isaiah 8:18.

WE might possibly have had some difficulty in expiag this verse, or we might have referred it to
the Prophet Isaiah and his sons, had not inspirdtézn its own expositor. Turn to the New Testament
and the text will be no mystery to you; its key gsuon its proper nail. In thé%chapter of the Epistle to
the Hebrews, and beginning at thé"Merse, we read—“For both He who sanctifies ang thko are
being sanctified are all of one: for which causeigiaot ashamed to call them brethren, saying,lll wi
declare Your name unto My brethren, in the midghefchurch will | sing praise unto You. And again,
| will put My trust in Him. And again, Behold, | drthe children which God has given Me.” We have
thus, from divine Revelation, assured evidence ithatour Lord who speaks, and speaks of His peopl
as His children. This clue we will follow. The cemt sets forth as is most common throughout the
whole of Scripture, the different results whichukegrom theappearanceof the Savior. He is rejected
by many, and accepted by others; He was set fofalhand rise of many in Israel; to those who re-
ceived Him, He is a glory and a defense, but t@msth“a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.”
Even now His gospel is a “savor of death unto deashwell as a “savor of life unto life.” The elet
of divine grace is always being worked out; theasapng process continues, and will continue uhgl
eternal purpose has been completely fulfilled. Ehatiom the Lord has chosen feel the attractions of
the Savior, and come to Him; while others willfuind wickedly close their eyes to His brightness an
reject Him; and He leaves them in their willing ehbf. “He came unto His own, and His own received
Him not, but to as many as received Him, to themedgde power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believed on His name.”

Of those who received the Lord, we find it writtdmat the testimony of God would be left in their
charge. “Bind up the testimony; seal the law ambhgdisciples.” The outside world rejects the testi-
mony of God; its own thoughts and opinions are mmcine pleasant to it; but among the Lord’s disci-
ples His commands are prized, and His teachingedigqreserved. They see the seal of the living Go
upon the gospel, and they also set to it their gedlGod is true. They accept the gospel of Jasube
very truth of God, and hold it, and mean to holdgainst all comers. To the true disciples of Jéseie
may come times of darkness; it has been so witlclthech of old, and will always be so. But they dav
this star to gild their midnight—Christ, their Mastand representative is waiting upon the Lord, and
expecting and pleading for brighter and happieesintl will wait,” He says, “upon the Lord that lesl
His face from the house of Jacob, and I will look IHim.” Christ, in the dark ages of Judaism, ladbke
for the dawn of the gospel day, and even now He Hanself upon His watchtower and looks for a
golden age for His redeemed people. So interestéteiin their welfare that He will not rest tilletin
brightness shines forth as a lamp that burns!

Having thus noted the context, we will come clogelythe text. On this earth a people exist who
have accepted the Messiah, and have become Hipldse-and look for all from their Lord. Of these
people the text says, “Behold, | and the childrérom the Lord has given Me.” Here we shall notice,
first, a remarkable relationship ascribed to Chrisiecondly,a spontaneous avowal of itBehold, |
and the children whom You have given Me”; and tlyird common function€emmon to the Lord, and
to His disciples—they are appointed to be “signsi avonders” in Israel from the Lord of hosts which
dwells in Mount Zion.
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I first, here is A REMARKABLE RELATIONSHIP. Jesus talled aFather. Now, this is not ac-
cording to precise theology, or according to theranformal doctrinal statements of Scripture, so we
must, therefore, take care that we do not confussetves. Jesus is ndthe Father,” and we must al-
ways carefully maintain the distinction of persamshe Godhead. The Son of God is anéh the Fa-
ther, but He is nathe Father; and we must take care we do not ascribiest®on acts which are peculiar
to the Father. According to correct speech, ihesfirst person of the Divine Trinity whom we ctie
Father, who has begotten us again unto a livelyehHmpthe resurrection of Jesus from the dead. And
when we say, “Abba, Father,” “Our Father which mrdeaven,” and, “Thanks be unto the Father,” we
do not refer to the Lord Jesus, but to “the God aaither of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Still, the title of Father is very applicable tordiord Jesus Christ for many reasons. First, bexaus
He is our federal headNe speak correctly of “father Adam,” and JesubhésSecond Adam who heads
up our race anew, and is the representative maedeemed mankind. He, only, of all mankind, stands
to others as Adam stood—head of a covenant, anolvimg others in His acts. The Second Adam,
therefore, may well regard us as His children iromtthe covenant promise is fulfilled, “His seedaal
will I make to endure forever.” As the first Adamoking down the ages upon us, may well cry with
astonishment, “Behold, | and the children whom lthed has given me!” So Jesus, viewing the vast
company of the faithful, sees in them His seed, famis in them a sacred satisfaction for the triaovhi
His soul. We are in Him; He stands for us, and ves i this sense, His childre®ur Lord is also Fa-
ther of the golden age of grace and gldsaiah calls Him, “the Son born,” and, “the Chgdlen,” and
yet, “the everlasting Father.” And our hymn haslwainslated that expression—

“Sire of ages newer to cease,

Prince of life, and Prince of peace.”
There is an age of silver in which we now live, @fhiChrist has produced by His first advent, and the
consequent proclamation of the gospel. And theemiage of gold yet to come, delightfully anticgzht
by the saints, of which Christ will be the Fathedd.ord! Then in Him, and in His seed, shall ak th
nations of the earth be blessed! Indeed, | mighttisat the eternity of blessedness in which thetsan
fied shall dwell is an age which claims Christ itgrFather, and so He may well be called, “the Eadtf
eternity,” or, “the everlasting Father.”

Again, there is a sense in which Christ is our &dbecause by His teaching we are born unto God
Just as the minister who brings a soul to Christaisl to be the spiritual parent to such a sou, ian
indeed, instrumentally so, so the Lord Jesus, @adtithor of our faith, is our spiritual Father le fami-
ly of God, and of Him the whole family in heaverdagarth is named. Our Lord, in bringing many sons
unto glory, is truly their Father, for He calls theénto spiritual life, and puts them among the dtgh of
God. He is that “corn of wheat” which, unless itdanto the ground and dies, it abides alone. But,
asmuch as He has died, He brings forth much famd, we—all of us who have believed in Him—are
the living fruit of our dying and risen Savior! Tieéore we speak correctly when we call Him, Father.
He is our elder brother, but He is also “over Hignohouse, whose house we are.” The Word which
quickened us came to us by Jesus Christ who is dioatl!

Now, let us see whether there is not much of te&ckm this metaphor by which we are called chil-
dren of the Lord Jesus. The expression denotas, tirat we derive our spiritual life from Him, elsil-
dren take theiorigin from their father. Of Him we are; if He had notated us, we had not been in the
world; if He had not redeemed us, we had not passea portion in the world to come; if He had not
called us, we had still been in darkness and irihddjeHe had not quickened us—for He quickens
whom He wills—we had still lain among the dry boréghe valley of sin! That we are, we owe to the
Father’s providence—but that we are born-againpwe to the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ! Apart
from that matchless scheme of which Christ is th sind substance, there had been no pardoned sin-
ners, no believers, no children adopted into timeilfaof God, no heirs of God, no priests and kibgs
reign with Christ forever and ever! As we look la¢ dear wounds of Jesus, we see the rock from where
we were hewn; when we gaze upon His precious biedsee the life blood of our souls! He is the root
that bears us, the stem of which we are the brand@igldren do not merely get their origin fromithe
father, but they havelikenesgo his nature, and this is most true in the casauof_ord and His regen-
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erated people, for He has become like to us, anth@mther hand, He has made us like to Him. Note
how the apostle puts it, “Forasmuch as the childvere partakers of flesh and blood, He Himself also
took part of the same.” “Both He that sanctifiesd ahey who are sanctified are all of one.” “It be-
hooved Him to be made like unto His brethren.” Aataer feels for his children because they arthef
same flesh and blood as himself, so does the Lympathize with His people, for they are members of
His body, of His flesh, and of His bones. No fatban be so thoroughly one with his offspring asides
is with us! Moreover, our divine Lord is bringing into His likeness, and making us partakers of His
nature. True believers are as like their Lord @i Ichildren are like their father!

As | said last Thursday night, the likeness maynb&me points a caricature, so that we smile ¢o se
ourselves represented and misrepresented in olairexi yet there it is—we see our image in them—
and so the image of Christ is upon all His beligyoieople! It is much marred and very miniature, but
still it is the true image of His love. As on theepared glass of the photographer, the likeneseesent,
but needs to be brought out by means best knownrintself. So it is with us—the image of God has
been renewed in us, but it lies somewhat hiddea,tla@ Holy Spirit has it in hand to develop in be t
life of Christ, and His work will be complete atetlappearing of our Lord and Savior, “for when He
shall appear, we shall be like He, for we shall dea as He is.” | believe that the text has in ety
clearly the idea otharge and responsibilityChildren are always a charge— sometimes a conffart
parent has a child without being under obligatitm$sod to take care of it, and to nurse it for Him.
Sometimes the responsibility becomes very heawy,iavolves much anxiety; wherever conscience is
lively, fatherhood is regarded as a solemn thingwNJesus Christ, when looking upon His peopldscal
them, “children whom God has given Me,” as if Heagnized the charge laid upon Him to keep, in-
struct, and perfect His own people. Remember Hisuards to His Father before He went to His pas-
sion? “I have manifested Your name unto the merclwMou gave Me out of the world. Yours they
were, and You gave them to Me, and they have keptr Yvord. While | was with them in the world |
kept them in Your name: those that You gave mevkehept, and none of them is lost, but the son of
perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.ike Jacob with Laban’s sheep, our Lord looked upon
His elect as a charge for which He was responsinld,before He departed out of this life, He reader
in an account to His heavenly Father! Even now @&@&at Shepherd of the sheep charges Himself with
the preservation of His own ransomed ones! And wHenat the last, shall gather all His redeemed
people around Him, there will not be one missingd-&fe will say, “Behold, | and the children that
You have given Me.” We call Him, Father, then, hesmas a father has charge of his family, and-is be
fore God responsible for their training and up-bimy, so Christ Himself is surety for His peopledas
under bond to bring the many sons unto glory.

In our relationship towards our children, therevésy often involved a great deal odre and grief
They are happy parents, indeed, who can say ofld tHe never caused me anxiety.” It is a happy fa
ther who can say of his entire household, “I haze ho sorrow from one of them.” | fear the caseis
re. | know that this Father of whom we are speakivagl care and grief enough for His household. Yes,
for their sakes He bore a weight of woe which ceashliim to the ground! Oh, you sorrowing parents,
take comfort as you remember the greater grieth@head of the chosen family! For all their infirm
ties, and sins, and willful wanderings were laidbmigdim, and for His children’s sake, His “soul was
exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death.” The pawfgdis sacred Fatherhood brought Him to Gethsem-
ane and its bloody sweat. Yes, to Calvary, anghtameful doom—what am@ur griefs compared with
these? Jesus mudie for His family, that He might be able to say, “ldeam I, and the children which
You have given Me.” count it not, therefore, a sgy@ thing, since you cost your Lord so much anguish
if sometimesyour children should pour coals of fire into your bosdrBut, brothers and sisters, the pos-
session of children involves a vemgar and dear loveYou may try to love other people’s children, but
| think there will always be a loving tendernesyooir own which you cannot give to a stranger’sdc;hi
however much you try! Your own children, after alt4s natural, and it is right—must have the warm-
est place in your heart. Even thus the Lord hapeaial love for His own. He manifests Himself to
them, and not unto the world. It is almost a degtiad of the love of Christ to compare it to angti
human It is so amazing, so divine, that it transcendsgarison! If all the loves of parents could be
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piled up together in one vast mound; the love tiides and the tenderest love of mothers; yet thelevh
of that Alp would not equal the immeasurable lo¥desus Christ to His own people! Who understands
its heights and depths, its lengths and breadtimd® Ylou dear Lord and Savior! Because of Your dear
love to us, we call You not only Rabbi, but Fath&nd as we hear You say to us, “Children, have you
any meat?” We answer, “Yes, You, Father of YourrchuYour table feasts us to the full.”

Children, however, when they behave aright, bronthe heart of their parent sweet solace deal
delight Oh, I love the thought, and | long to bring itt @efore you, that as a father is pleased when he
sees his children growing up in the fear of Godgwlme observes their good character and qualities;
when he marks their struggles for that which istignd their attempts to curb themselves in thathv
is wrong—so is Jesus pleased with us! He speaksgrgat delight in our text, “Behold, | and thelehi
dren.” He is evidently gratified with them; the Isigpf them gives Him content. We readily see amghi
that is good in our children; we have a quick eyetlieir beauties. Sometimes, perhaps, we do 1ot su
ciently see that which is deficient or wrong, basaredly our Lord must have a very keen eye for His
people’s loveliness, for He says of His church, tivare all fair, My love. There is no spot in yolWve
can see many spots in ourselves, but He looks atthther eyes. | suppose He looks at us thrabgh
glass of His own righteousness, with eyes fall @ffgct love. His delights are with the sons of nida.
rejoices over us with singing. Never does a pray@enitence rise from a breaking heart withoubice]
ing the soul of Jesus, for, “There is joy in thegance of the angels of God over one sinner that re
pents.” Never does a believer struggle against gerendure oppression patiently, or conquer sin but
Jesus is glad! Each budding grace and growingevictterms Him, even as parents are charmed with
their hopeful little ones. Our joy in our sons and daughters looks forward, and refreshes us thigh
prospect of what they will be; how many bright hegfight up a mother’s heart as she thinks of her so
or daughter! She reckons upon comfort from thefmeindeclining years.

Our Lord knows what His people are to be, and Haaes therein. Oh, if you could see yourselves
as you will be in the future, you would not knowuyselves! If you could only have a photograph of
your future glory, and could study it, you would/s&Shall | ever be likehat? Shall | ever be so fair,
bright, and pure athat?” Remember, the Lord Jesus sees you asshall be, and He takes delight in
you, and says, “Behold, | and the children whomltbed has given Me.” Putting, then, all these tlsing
together, you will not fail to see the fitness loé tfigure by which our Lord is represented as stanih
the midst of His own redeemed—as Father among liidren!

II. Now we shall turn to the second point, and uttéeva words upon it. There is a SPONTANE-
OUS AVOWAL. He says, “Behold, | and the childrenawh You have given Me.” The Loracknowl-
edgesHis children. Sometimes they are ashamed to aclednel Him, and He might always be
ashamed to claim them, but He never is! He spebkisemn without hesitation. It is] and the chil-
dren” They are defiled and unworthy; they have beemnfalin the mire, and have torn their clothes,
and | know not what else, but He says, “They arediWliydren.” And He never thinks of casting them
off. It amazes me that He does so claim them—~bisthtis infinite love to them, and His boundless de
light in them which make Him say—“l have called yby your name, you are Mine.” Not only does
Jesus claim them as His, publicly, but gleries in themas being God'gift to Him—"The children
whomYou havegivenMe,” as if they were somethingorethan ordinary children! They are the prom-
ised fruit of the “travail of His soul.” They arbd reward which Jehovah covenanted to bestow on Him
for His agonies and death! He looks upon them assfioil of His great battle of life, as the crown o
His life’s labor! Solomon gave to Hiram, the Kin§ Dyre, certain cities, but he did not like themgda
called them Cabul, or “foul.” But our Redeemer islivwpleased with His reward; He takes His pur-
chased inheritance to His heart and rejoices, gayiBehold, | and the children whom You have given
Me.”

Observe that the Lord not only acknowledges Hispfeecand delights in them, but Hballenges
inspection He says, “Behold!—Ilook at them—I am not ashamethem. Look at them, My Father—
look at them all glorious in Your Son, all washedMy blood, all robed in My righteousness—Iook at
them, and see how glorified | am in them! Your eybsugh full of fire against sin, can see no sin i
them! Your hand, though it grasps the thunderbbltemgeance against transgression, will not smite
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them, for | have made atonement.” “Behold, | arel¢hildren whom God has given Me,” is a call to the
wholeworld to look, “for these things were not done in a eo¥hJesus did not come into the world that
He and His children should be hidden under a busimel should not be known! No, standing right out,
as a city set on a hill, Jesus says, “Behold, | tedchildren whom the Lord has given Me.” “Look at
them, for they are meant to be looked at! Theysate'for signs and wonders’ throughout all genera-
tions.” And notice again—for it affects my mind niumore powerfully than | can express, “Behdld,
and the childreri | can understand a mother speaking thus aboutlharsd children, but for Christ, the
God of glory, to unite His glorious name with symbor worms of the dust is very amazing! There! Sit
down and wonder, and weep over it as Jesus saymdithe children.” Well did old Rowland Hill
sing—

“And when | shall die, receive me, I'll cry

For Jesus has loved me—I cannot tell why!

But this thing I find, we two are so joined

He won't be in heaven and leave me behind.”

Jesus will not be without us! He cannot bear buYnothers do not think it enough to be indoors in
bed, yourselves, when night comes on—you want ¢#ae children to be safely housed, too. If you were
pursued by wolves on some snowy plain in Russia,would not be satisfied to escape, yourself, and
leave your children to be devoured. Your motto wloog, “I and the children.” You would live or die
with them! How often, when mothers have been okertan snowstorms, have they been found dead—
with their little ones nestling in their bosomdlslive! The mother has often taken off her gartseo
wrap them around her babe—and even so, Christthppesd Himself of every honor and comfort—and
diedto prove His infinite love for His own! It is ndle sentence in which He sets forth His union with
His beloved in very deed, and binds Himself andrthe one sacred bond. | cannot tell you how | re-
joice in these words! | have them in my mouth, andhy heart—"I and the children.” blessed be our
Lord for speaking thus!

Now, beloved, if Jesus claims us so lovingly, Istalways claim Him! And if Christ takes us into
partnership—*“l and the children"—let us reply, “@iris all.” Let Him stand first with us, and letiio
name be forever joined with His name; let us benblowp in the bundle of life with Him. It is plaihdt
He delights in us—Iet us delight in Him! It is cielde glories in us—Ilet us glory in Him! He invites
others to look at us and Him—Ilet us invite all miawdkto behold our glorious Lord! Let us get behind
our Lord, and set Him always before us. Whoeveitsvigs let them not leave us without taking
knowledge that we have been with Jesus! If we sbomtreasures, as Hezekiah did, let us begin with
showing our Savior, for no Babylonians will evemw® and takddim away from us! Our “soul shall
make her boast in the Lord,” and none shall exagy g6 of this glorying here or hereafter! Enoudjent
concerning thespontaneous avowatih, may we be among the happy company of whoniord shall
say, “Behold, | and the children whom God has give”

lll. Thirdly—and into this | would throw the strength tife discourse—there is A COMMON
FUNCTION. Christ and His people “are for signs d&nd wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts
which dwells in Mount Zion.” Both Christ and His qqde are set for a purpose. First, they are to be
“signs and wonders” by way eéstimony Our Lord is called the “Word of God.” A word isg means
of communication between one mind and another. §mhks to men by Christ—no—Christ is His
speechlf you want to know what God has to say to yae what Christ was and is! In the same man-
ner, only in an inferior degree, believers are Godice to me; He speaks to the world through His
people. In a happy Christian, God says, “I will malou happy, too, as | have made this man, if you
seek Me in the same way as this man did.” In tHee\dag Christian who gets his prayers answered,
God says to men, “I will hear your prayer if yowaptas this man does, with faith in My promise.”

All the world of nature reveals God, but the retielais inarticulate and rather resembles the teach
ing of a picture or a hieroglyph than a clear distivoice. But we, my brothers and sisters, arbeo
God’s mouth among the sons of men! And ocoinversationpur professionour life in its entirety is to
be a witness from God to man—a testimony for théhtof God, for righteousness, for holiness, f@ th
power of the quickening Spirit, for the efficacy r@deeming blood—and for all the truths contairred i
Divine Revelation! We are not to be blank sheetgapers with a blot on them, and nothing more; we
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are to be letters written by God, and passed reamadng men that they may read in us what God has to
say! Now, it is very clearly so in Christ—His hdlfe and blessed death are a wonderful witnesteo t
people. And as to us, the Lord has said. “You &e Bly witnesses.” | would inquire concerning many
of you here who have made a profession, whetherayeueally God’s voice to men. If not, what is the
use of your dumb religion? We are, secondly, seym$ wonders among sinners by wayrarvel Be-
lievers, by their declaration of God’s testimongcbme more and more singular in the judgment of
men. No man but a Christian can understand a Ginwisthe spiritual discerns all things, yet he, -him
self, is discerned of no man. Carnal minds canrakemus out, “for we are dead, and our life is hithw
Christ in God.” The person who never strikes yothaging anything singular about him, who is just
like men of the world, is probably no Christianytu are a believer in Jesus Christ, yourself,utines-
generate will misunderstand and misrepresent youif everybody is pleased with you, it is prettgar
that God is not—for “the friendship of this worklenmity with God.”

Genuine Christians will generally be reckoned by world to be singular people. For instance, they
profess to have beawmnverted-and so to have undergone a miraculous change. diodgss to have a
new life, compared with which they were dead befdilge world calls this nonsense! Regeneration!
What fanaticism! In the days of Whitefield and W&sslthe loose spirits made rare fun of the idelaesf
ing born-again, and the preacher of regeneratichdudbed Mr. Wildgoose—and his followers a set of
enthusiasts! The worldow practices the crafty device oking our termsand phrases, but meaning
something else by them—thus talking of being regare bybaptismand such other nonsense! But to
be “born-again” is still a marvel to the sons ofh&he real Christian is a man who has faith invpro
dence, and believes in God; therefore he is caldhuenmoved in times of distress. He believes in the
lilies which do not spin, and yet are clothed, he tavens which sow not, and do not reap, andrget a
fed—therefore, though using his utmost diligence jsnot anxious, but lives in peace. The world en-
vies him, but cannot comprehend him! Moreover,Gheistian is one who has power in prayer—he asks
and receives, knocks and it is opened unto him;theautside world either disbelieves the factelse
looks upon it as a strange affair. It must be s@ Must be wondered at! Yet | do not say that sofne o
you Christian people are a marvel or wonder atfafl] do not think you are—the marvel is that you
dare call yourselves Christians! | mean thatgbhauineChristian is, in many points, a singular person,
so singular that others cannot read his riddle! kVaenan becomes converted in an ungodly family, he
is like a young swan in a duck’s nest—they canmmtenstand him. They say, “This is a strange bird!
Where did he come from?” They count him ugly beeaus is not like the rest. Frequently, ungodly rel-
atives consider the young convert to be going ébisomind, or as being naturally weak in the ileet.
They put him down as insane while he is sorrowdal] as idiotic, when he is joyous!

The world cannot understand a Christian’s enduraosicérial, but they set it down to hard-
heartedness. They see him calm and composed; themeves nor blasphemes, nor tears his hair. And
if the worst comes to the worst, he still says, dligh He slays me, yet will | trust in Him.” Thisrpe
plexes worldlings, and no wonder, for it puzzled trevil himself! He laid Job, covered with boils, &
dunghill, scraping himself with a piece of potshend was brought to poverty, his own wife tempting
him, and his friends accusing him, yet that mang wias a greater conqueror than Alexander or Napo-
leon, still said, “What? Shall we receive good frim hands of the Lord, and shall we not receivi® ev
The lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blebsetthe name of the Lord.” “In all this Job sinned
not, nor charged God foolishly.” When the Lord altoany of us to be similarly tried, and sustaingnus
the trial, we become “a wonder unto many.” Onehef greatest wonders to the ungodly is a Christian’s
deathbed. Ungodly men, who have despised religimgyether, have been troubled in conscience and
almost persuaded to be Christians through the thiolynphs of dying saints! Many an infidel remembers
his mother’s holy life—how quiet, how loving she ssamaking the house always happy. And he re-
members how grieved she was when her boy begae stdptical about his mother’s Savior. That dy-
ing charge of hers will ring in his memory forevé@ithat dying look of joyful triumph from those eyes
which had no tear in them except for those thaevieit behind; that expiring song, that shout @t
ry—he cannot get over it! If a man wishes to bepsikal, he must not see true Christians either dive
die; otherwise facts will convince him against Wwid—or make it hard to doubt!
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When the believer’s testimony for good becomes avetlalt is not unusual if he, afterwards, be-
comesan object of contemptVhat did the world say of the Master? “They calted Master of the
house Beelzebub.” He was despised and rejectecenf amd if you are one of His disciples, the world
will despise you, also! | will tell you what thew of us—“They are all a parcel of dupes, led by th
nose by a man; they will believe anything he tedsm.” All this because you are true to your paatut
the Word of God! Then, as soon as they see thatayeunot led by a man, but think for yourself, they
cry, “Ah, you are one of those pig-headed ones! Wdunever be taught! Why don’t you believe as
your fathers did, and keep to the old church?héf world cannot wound us on one side, it triesotie
er; if they cannot accuse us of being black, o@nges will say that we are of a sickly white. Réadob
accusers change their sweet voices, as they cty, itAs all a scheme for motley getting.” If themnis-
ter is zealous, they any, “Self-interest is atlth&om; if it is not love of money, it is love obwer and
influence.” To the Christian people they say, “Naublt you increase your business by it; many a man
puts his religion in his shop window, and findpdatys amazingly well.” They know in their own souls
that you are free from any sinister motive, butytidl not do you justice. Like Satan, they say,d€s
Job serve God for nothing? Have You not set a hatddgat him, and all that he has?”

Meanwhile, if you were in poverty through religiadhey would sing another tune, and say, “A pretty
thing comes of being a Christian! Why, you will sobe without shoes for your feet! Look what you
bring yourself and your family to.” If God pays gbwages, the devil says, “You only serve Him fa th
wages.” If present mercies are small, the old aactauntingly exclaims, “A pretty master you serve!
See how He starves you?” There is no pleasing tirtdw-and we have no desire to please it! As Paul
said, “The world is crucified unto me, and | unke tworld.” I know the kind of tone adopted by oth-
ers—they plume themselves upon their intellect, sgtdus down as behind our times. “We have no pa-
tience,” they say, “with this believing in prayehis expectation of conversion, this reliance upon
atonement and imputed righteousness. Why, it isndigit stupidity! Such preaching is only an echo
from the graves of Puritans! No doubt Puritanisns \&@gower in the days of Cromwell, but it is out of
datenow! We require more advanced thought in this enligkdeage when we have locomotives on
railways, and other grand improvements, and haseogiered that the universe made itself! We cannot
afford to keep behind these intelligent times, angt go in for a splendid smash like other peogfe.”
this does not wound us, they will say, “These peopéerat thinkers—they have no culture.” And so
they set us down for fools; in which we greatlyoreg—being glad to be fools for Christ’s sake!

Christians in all ages have been considered ftfojeu are traveling in Switzerland and see antidio
he is a “Cretin"—that is, a Christian. Yes! Suchsvihe byword—the fool was called a Christian, and
the Christian was thought a fool! We are satisfedbide our time, knowing that the day shall come i
which the worldly wise will not only be called faoby Myers, but will confess themselves so in esslle
despair. But now they say, “These people are tecige; they make life dreary!” We are, in our own
esteem, the happiest people in the world! And wddcaot be much happier this side of heaven! But
because we do not care for their vain pleasureg, llusks, and swine’s’ meat, we are austere aisd mi
erable! Only they think so who know nothing abost We have meat to eat which they know not of,
and, like Daniel and his brothers, though we tasteof the world’s dainties, we are in better shtyza
those who do. Men of the world are apt to say, “Yava such a set of bigots! You think everybody
wrong but yourselves.” Is it a wonder that if wenthwe are right, we do not believe that those \ah®
opposed to us can be right, also? If we know tivatand two make four, we are intolerant enough to
affirm that they cannot make five! It is degradatio my intellect to expect me to believe that “yasd
“no” can be equally correct upon the same matteflefs with religion may consent to such folly,tbu
those who are in earnest cannot do so! If to be that what God says is true is bigotry, we confieat
bigotry! Our Master says, “He that believes anflaptized shall be saved; he that believes not bleall
damned”—we believe this and the damnatory claus®,And we are content to abide the judgment of
the Last Great Day as to whether such a belieftivdh be accounted bigotry or not!

Our despisers often cry, “See what conceit andeprTdhey think they are God'’s elect, and that He
has a special favor for them, and pardons thes, sind saves them.” That is correct! Call t@iceitif
you please—we are not ashamed to confess it! Ifsam a rich man going down the street and were
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rude enough to say, “See how conceited a man héeishinks himself worth 10,000 pounds,” he might
quietly smile, and say, “I do think so, and rightigo, for | am worth several hundred thousand pisun
They say we are conceited because we rejoice—bsitatir fault not to rejoice more! The Lord has
done great things for us; we dare not deny it aagemo wish to do so. He has made us to be His sons
and daughters, and we must glory in His name!Hérg mistake our joy for pride, we cannot helfoit,

we know right well that we give all the glory to & our own souls. When believers thus become, as
they will be, objects of contempt, they will be aigsd with ridicule, and spattered with slanderldBa
motives will be imputed to them, and the truthswvidrich they are willing to die will be attacked—hot

in their persons and their testimonies. Theystbear reproach—and if they do—they will become
wonders again! If they suffer but never retaliatehey never return railing for railing; if theyelar and
forbear, their patience will make them wonders!tlde ages shall roll on, the holy and the godly, ted
Christ-like—Jesus and His children—will go from tacy to victory! In every coming age, even though
persecution should rage as it did in former ddys;Ghurch of God will bear it, and defeat it!

Superstition, heresy, and worldliness will comet, e Church will pass through the storm! And at
the last, when truth shall conquer, when Gethsershak be transfigured into paradise, and the shame
of the cross of Calvary shall be lost in the glofythe “Great White Throne’—when there shall be no
more the crown of thorns, and nails, and spongevamelgar—but when Jesus shall be proclaimed,
“King of kings and Lord of lords,” and all His pedepshall reign with Himthenwill the saints be signs
and wonders, indeed! Know you not that you shalfgikings, sitting as assessors at the right h&nd o
God? Know you not that you shall be the glory ofri€thin that day? When the ungodly shall cry,
“Rocks hide us! Mountains fall on us!” “The righteoshall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father.”

Hold on, my brothers and sisters! And hold outhe &€nd! Be humble and quietly faithful. Do not
try to be a wonder, butea wonder! Do notry to do some astonishing thing to attract attentoarn, let
your light so shine before men that they may sa& good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven.” Do not believe that the common Christyaaftthe present age will carry anybody to heaven!
It is a counterfeit and a sham! It does not maka diferent from their fellows! It pretends to hafegth
and has none! It talks about love, and does naw styat brags of truth, and evaporates it intontlir in
its tolerant charity! May God give us back tleal thing—strong belief in the gospel, real faith esus,
real prayer to Him, real spiritual power! Then, iagdhere will be persecution, but it will only io
away the chaff, and leave the pure wheat! The wikés$ us better because we like the world bettér—i
calls us friends because we hide our colors, amatek our swords, and play the coward; but if we
preach and live the gospel in the old apostolic,wmay shall soon have the devil roaring round threga
and the seed of the serpent hissing on all sidasW fear not, for “the Lord of hosts is with uke
God of Jacob is our refuge.”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ISAIAH 8:11-22; 9:1-7.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—PSALM 116, 255, 342.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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