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BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“What if your father answers you roughly?”
1 Samuel 20:10.

IT was not an unlikely thing that his father woaldswer Jonathan roughly; Saul had taken great of-
fense against David, while Jonathan, his eldest @orthe contrary, loved David as his own soul.ajon
than could hardly think that his father really melaarm to so good a man as David, and he expressed
David that opinion. And then David, to be prepai@dhe worst, asked him this question, “What itiyo
father answers you roughly?” It did so happen; $aswered his son with bitter words, and in the des
peration of his anger he even hurled a javelinimat fyet Jonathan did not forsake David; he clung to
him with all the faithfulness of love; and untilshdeath, which was much mourned by David, he re-
mained his fast and faithful friend. Now, this qu@s of David to Jonathan is one which | wish td pu
this morning to all believers in Christ, especidtiythe younger ones who have lately entered iat@<
nant with the great Son of David, and who, in thr@oaof their hearts, feel that they could live atd
for Him. | want to put before them the suppositibat they will meet with opposition from their dear
friends—perhaps their father, brother, husbanduraie will answer them roughly, or perhaps their
mother, wife, or sister will become a persecutothiam. What then? What will they do under such cir-
cumstances? Will they follow the Lord through eejport? “What if your father answers you roughly?”

Remember that this supposition is a very likely.offeereare a few Christians so favorably circum-
stanced that all their friends accompany them endifgrimage to heaven; what advances they ought to
make in the sacred journey! What excellent Chmstithey ought to be! They are like plants in a con-
servatory; they ought to grow and bring forth ttreeliest flowers of divine grace. But there are vexty
many who are altogether in that case; the largpgstmn of Christians find themselves opposed by
those of their own family, or by those with whoneyHabor or trade. Is it not likely to be so? Wasat
so from the beginning? Is there not enmity betwibenseed of the serpent, and the seed of the woman?
Did not Cain slay his brother Abel because he veagpted of the Lord? In the family of Abraham was
there not an Ishmael, born after the flesh, whegarted Isaac, who was born after the Spirit? Vidas n
Joseph hated by his brothers? Was not David pdestby Saul, Daniel by the Persian princes, and Jer
emiah by the kings of Israel? Has it not alwaysnbsa? Did not the Lord Jesus Christ, Himself, meet
with slander, cruelty, and death; and did He nibtu® that we must not look for favor where He fdun
rejection? He said plainly, “I came not to sendggeapon the earth, but a sword.” And He declaradl th
the immediate result of preaching the gospel wdnddo set the son against the father, and therfathe
against the son, so that a man’s foes should lyeothi@is own household!

Did He not carefully inquire of every recruit whasied to enlist in His army, “Have you counted
the cost?” Have you not admired His perfect honasty admirable caution in dealing with men when
He bids them remember that if they follow Him, thrayst deny themselves and take up their cross dai-
ly, and be content to be hated of all men for Hise® He warns us not to expect that the discipleowi
above his Master, for if men have called the Mastéhe house, Beelzebub, they will assuredly confe
no sweet titles upon His household! Since our Lwad forewarned us, it is well for us to stand refady
the trials which He predicts, and to ask ourselvhsther we are ready to bear oppression for Christ’
sake. | press the question upon you who think ofwévg yourselves believers, for most likely it will
come practically home to you, and it is well wheyuypegin to build a house, to calculate whether you
will be able to finish it. There are very many obd3s servants here, whose life is made bitter gy th
continual worry they endure from their ungodly tees and associates; often do they sigh for theysvi
of a dove to fly away and be at rest! | feel thepst sympathy with them, and it is not only whk t
intention of forearming the younger ones, but wite hope of cheering and consoling those who have
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been long in the fiery furnace, that | shall spéd@k morning upon this text, “What if your fathem-a
swers you roughly?”

I. Our first point is this—WHAT YOU MAY DO. What willyou do should your friends answer you
roughly? In the first confidence of your love tor8h you go and tell your father of your conversio
well, what it he should ridicule you? You run touyanother and communicate your change of heart;
what if she should scoff at it? You tell a littleymur heart to some friend; what if that friencbsahld turn
and laugh at you? | will tell you what you may dlepugh | earnestly pray that you may do no such
thing! You may“by-and-by, be offendet | mean that you may leave Christ altogether, beeawu
cannot bear His cross, and though willing enougbado heaven with Him if the way were smooth, it
may be that, like Mr. Pliable, finding that thesea slough to go through, you will turn your bagon
the good country, and return to the City of Dedtaint Many have done so. Our Lord’s parable of the
seed sown in stony places teaches us that manyssiwbach promise fair for harvest perish when the
sun arises with burning heat because they haveoto ®bservation confirms this statement; if yonder
fair-weather professors of religion could have bdaity hailed with general acclamation, they would,
after a certain fashion, have continued steadist!inasmuch as they have met with rebuffs andschil
which they never bargained for, they have casalifeligion, and joined with the fashionable world

To such, the earthly father is dearer than thedfathno is in heaven; the brother after the flesh is
dearer than that brother who is born for adversityd the ungodly husband is more precious than the
everlasting Bridegroom! And so they desert theird_®r, it may happen to you, that instead of being
by-and-by offended, you may continue for a whilat you may gradually give way, and at last yield
altogether! There are many among us who could bear to loséeanls at a stroke for Christ; but to be
burned in a slow fire—ah, that would try us! Andthfat slow fire lasted not for a day or so, but for
weeks, or months, or years, what then? If aftertmatient endurance, the cruel mocking still contin
ues; if the hard words and bitter speeches newasecavhat then? Surely, unless divine grace sgstain
us, the flesh will clamor to be rid of this uneagmke, and will look out for some by-path by whigh i
may escape the rigor of the rough road, and go,keay=in, to the world! Grace will hold on and owit t
the end, but nature at her best, with firmest dswis, has only to be tried up to a certain pant] she
will surely yield. This is what wenay do—but may God grant that we may be preserved Boaoh a
wretched course of action, for, if we do give wagcéuse of opposition from ungodly friends, it in-
volves tremendous guilt!

To give up religion because of persecution is &fgrourselvedo Christ; to be selfish enough to re-
gard our own ease rather than His glory; to cormultown peace rather than His honor though we have
said that we love Him beyond all else for redeemisdpy His blood! It will show that we love Him not
but are ungrateful, false, and hypocritical! Withaar true professions, if we flinch from persdout it
will prove that we only need our price and like thetor, Judas, we, too, will sell our Master, fart 30
pieces of silver, possibly, but to escape ridiardavoid ill-will. It will become clear, also, thate pre-
fer the praise of man to the approval of God; desfnom a face which is soon to die we value aiga-h
er price than the love of God, or the Redeemerfg@al! Peter, for a moment, was more affected by
the question of a silly maid, than by his allegana his Lord! But how dreadful to fall into thadrdi-
tion deliberately;and think more of a man that shall die, and ofstse of man that is but as a worm—
than of the Lord, our Maker and Judge, who, alinéo be feared! Is not this folly, treason, ancedi
iniquity? To forsake the Lord through persecutisna set time before eternity, to barter heaverHisr
world’s pleasures, to renounce eternal life foea hours of ease, and to involve ourselves in asdle
misery rather than endure a stupid jest or a sessgbe!

Many a man has had life and death set before thetife has been shaded with the cross; the death
has been gilded over with transient merriment. Aacas chosen the everlasting death with its giitte
preference to eternal life with its momentary tridy God grant we may never be of so insane a mind
for if we are, we shall be numbered with those noseid in Revelation, of whom it is said that “the
fearful,” which is being interpreted tlowwardly,“and the unbelieving, the abominable, and murderer
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolatersatrghrs"—for that is the class of persons with
whom cowards are numbered—*“shall have their pathénlake which burns with fire and brimstone,
which is the second death” (Rev 21:8). May the meifcGod deliver us from that death! Like true sol-
diers, may we buckle on our harness, and resobteléhthe battle rage as it may, through divirecgr
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we will not desert our colors! We prefer deathelitsto the disgrace of forsaking a cause so @uggc-
trine so pure, a savior so gracious, a Prince stenand so worthy of our most loyal service. Bueit

to ourselves, we may fall into what is as bad anagpostasy; when we find the father, or the vafe,
the friend answering us roughlywe may make a pitiful compromise between Christtaedworld! |
warn you solemnly against this, above everythirsglelt has the look of being the prudent and proper
thing to do; “Can I not please men and please G@éd® | not go a little way with Christ, and a little
way with the world?” O soul, if you attempt thigglymust fail, and moreover, you will have chosemn th
roughest road of all, for if a man serves God, sees Him thoroughly, he will meet with many com-
forts to balance his crosses. But if a man thorbugérves Satan, he will enjoy whatever poor comfor
is to be gotten out of sin; but if he goes betwédenwill feel the discomforts of both, and the glaes

of neither! Running the gauntlet on board shipasworse than attempting to be friends with Cheisd
Satan at the same time! | believe many a professoman has given way, at first, to her ungodly hus-
band when she should have been decided, and shebasmbittered the rest of her life; and many a
husband, many a son, many a man of business, leasupelecided in a minor matter for the sake of
peace—and from that very moment the other sidenbasr believed in his sincerity! Having been given
an inch, the world has demanded all, and that bas bn end to all liberty!

If you yield a single point of honesty or true gatin, the unconverted will not believe in you asyth
would have done if you had been firm throughoutnMespect a thoroughbred Christian, but nobody
has a good word for a mongrel! Be one thing ordtieer, either hot or cold, or Christ will rejectuo
and the world, too. If a thing is right, do itlybu resolve to serve the Lord, do it, offend oragie! And
if, on the other hand, you prefer the service daBado at least be honest enough not to pretebd tm
the Lord’'s side! Remember the challenge of ElijdhGod is God, serve Him. If Baal is God, serve
him.” But do not attempt aompromisewhich will end in a miserable breakdown! Mark Anyodrove
two lions yoked together through the streets of Bobut no Mark Antony could ever drive the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, and the lion of the pit in asle together! They will never agree! Be you warned,
then, against falling into the meannessofmpromisefor compromise is nothing better than varnished
rebellion against God, a mockery of His claims, andinsult to His judgment. May the grace of God
keep us from this, for left to ourselves; we wallfinto this snare!

| will tell you what you may also do, and | prayathithe Holy Spirit may lead you to do You may
take up humbly, but firmly, this decided stardf my father answers me roughly, he must do 34, Ib
have another Father who is in heaven, and | spaka to Him! If the world condemns me, | shall ac-
cept its condemnation as a confirmation of thatigrss verdict of acquittal which comes from theagre
judge of all, for | remember it is written, ‘If the@orld hates you, you know that it hated Me befibre
hated you.” And, ‘If you were of the world, the iadmwould love its own; but because you are nohef t
world, but | have chosen you out of the world, ¢fere the world hates you.” Be it ours to endure
hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ! Mayouatdhe reproach of Christ greater riches than all
earth’s treasures! May a coward blush never delile cheeks because we are ashamed of Jesus—far
rather may we be willing to be made a laughingstbek for a moment think of turning aside from our
beloved Lord! May we never be false or fearful, bunly and calmly, with the confidence of a love
which cannot falter, let us cleave to our Lord etlesugh all men should forsake Him—

Oh, learn to scorn the praise of men!
Oh, learn to lose with God,

For Jesus won the world through shame,
And beckons you His road.”

Il. The second head is WHAT THE TRIAL WILL DO FOR US WE ARE HELPED TO BEAR
UP UNDER IT. As the text asks, “What if your fatrerswers you roughly? First,will grieve us It is
by no means pleasant to be opposed in doing rigtitdse who ought to help us in it; it is very galn
to flesh and blood to go contrary to those we IdMereover, those who hate Christians have a way of
putting their reviling so that they are sure to mals wince; they watch our weak points, and witty ve
wonderful skill they turn their discoveries to anotl Trained by the old master of all malice, tfaeg
not slow to ply their lash where we are most tendeyne thing is more provoking than another, they
will be sure to say it—and say it when we are |edde to bear it. It may be they are very politepie,
and if so, your refined persecutors have a vergitgavay of cutting to the bone, and yet smilingta
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while! They can say a malicious thing so delicatbigt you can neither resent it nor endure it! &heof
persecuting has been so long studied by the sedteaferpent that they are perfect masters ohd, a
know how to make the iron enter into the soul. D he astonished, therefore, if you are sorely
vexed—neither be amazed as though some strangghhoh happened to you. The martyrs did not suf-
fer sham pains; the racks on which they were s$tegtavere not beds of ease, nor were their prisons,
parlors of comfort; their pains were agonies! Theartyrdoms were torments! If you had sham griefs,
you might expect counterfeit joys; let the reabfyyour tribulation assure you of the reality oétbom-

ing glory!

The opposition of your friendwill try your sincerity If you are a hypocrite, you will soon yield to
opposition. “The game is not worth the candle,” yoay say, and you will be off. And for the church’s
sake, very likely it will be a blessing, for the &4t is all the better for being rid of the chaffidhif the
wind of persecution can blow you away, you are thietie rough answers of opponents viii your
faith. You say you believe in Jesus—now we shall sgeufdo, for if you cannot bear a little trial from
men and women, surely you will not be able to likarworse trials from the devil and his angels! “If
you have run with the footmen, and they have wdayrai, then how can you contend with horses? And
if in the land of peace, where you rested, theyrigdayou, then how will you do in the swelling aird
dan?” If you cannot bear the trials of life, howlwou endure the ordeals death?Persecution wiltry
your love to Jesudf you really love Him, you will cheerfully stand the pillory of reproach with Him,
and when enemies have filth to hurl, you will s&hirow it uponmerather than upon Him; if there is a
hard thing to be said, say it about me rather #gainst my Lord."—

“If on my face for His dear name

Shame and reproach shall be,

I'll hail reproach and welcome shame,

For He’ll remember me!”
It will try your love, | say, and all your graces their turn—and this is good for you! These viguwsll
not increase in strength unless they are brougbtaction; if they are not tested, who is to kndwvbat
sort they are? Yon valiant soldier in quiet barsaakhome could fight, no doubt, but how do youvitno
till he has passed through a campaign? He who hasgged up to the cannon’s mouth; he who is
adorned with a saber cut across his brow, and beany a wound beside, which he gained in the ser-
vice of his king—he is brave beyond question! Ggoltl must expect to be tried in the fire; thesempp
sitions are sent on purpose that our faith, ouel@and all our graces should be proved genuinenby e
during the test!

The rough answers of those who should be our fsievill keep us awakel think it was Erskine
who used to say, “Lord, deliver me from a sleepyildeAnd truly it is a prayer well worth praying!
When everything goes smoothly, and nobody ridicukeswe are very apt to be off our guard; but when
we are stung by undeserved reproaches and inantisywhen for our love we receive only anger or un-
kindness, we are not very likely to go to sleeptisafflictionsdrive you to your knees#erhaps you
have read the story of Mr. Eraser, one of the nengsin Rossshire, who had a cold, unfeeling woman
for a wife. She was very cruel to him, and wouldeareallow light or fire in his study; he had actyal
worn two holes in the plaster at the ends of hisravhere his hand had touched as he paced to and fr
in the dark. At a meeting of ministers who were oiohis mind in divine things, one of them thougint
make sport of him by remarking that he would, naldtpvery heartily agree with the toast of, “hedtih
our wives.” To their astonishment he answered, ‘Mimas been a better wife to me than any of yours
has been to you; she has sent me to my knees seea day, when | would not otherwise have gone,
which is more than any of you can say of yours.rsBeally | should greatly prefer not to have such a
perpetual blister applied to me! But had the Gobgsitian appointed me so severe a trial, | doubt no
that He would have had good reason for it! Out batvmen call weeds, the wise man extracts a medi-
cine; and out of these bitter trials the Lord progiia sacred tonic which braces us for a higheolif
communion with Himself!

Trials from the enemies of Jestmnfirm our faith Those who are never tried usually possess a poor,
tottering faith; but trial, especially persecutidas, like the rough March wind which goes howling
through the forest. While the young oaks are alnast up by the roots, at first, it loosens thd fmi
them, and they send out more roots till they gehsa firm grip that they defy the hurricane! That,
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which shakes them at first, strengthens them aétetsl The tried saint is theold saint and thdirm
saint, therefore take the rough answer joyfullyd &ok for good results from it. A little perseaurtifor

the Church in England would be a grand thing fat ki¢e have fallen on very velvety days when zeal
for God is rare, and decision for the truth of Gmdrcely to be met with. The church has made terms
with the world and gone to sleep, Satan rockingdnadle! Many a man professes to be a Christian who
is nothing better than a baptized worldling, anchyna man sets up to be a minister of Christ wha is
mere reader of other people’s sermons, and argr&ho cares not for the sheep! The fan of persecu-
tion, if it purged the threshing floor of the chiayevould bestow great benefits upon her!

Rough speeches, too, will have this good effechugenuine Christians—it wilead them to plead
for those who utter thenhremember a good man who used to say of a oesteearing fellow who took
delight to vex him with his horrid taunts and oatWell, after all, | might forget to pray for hinut he
reminds me of it, for he will not let me go by wotlt a curse.” If our friends were all very smooth-
spoken, and concealed their enmity to Christ, wghinéntertain a false hope about them, and might no
pray for them; but when we see that the old natutieere, and very rampant, it drives us to intesgmn
for them—and who can tell but what the Lord mayegias their souls as our reward? Certainly opposi-
tion has another good effect that it drives thoskjext to it into the truly separated path—they are
known to be Christians and proclaimed as such éiy thvilers.

| do not think it is a bad thing, young man, whemugo to that warehouse, that they should adver-
tise you as a Christian by crying out, “Halloa,dhebpmes one of the Methodist sort.” It is goodyfou
to be known! If you are what you should be, youl wdt mind being labeled, or being tested, eitlter.
will help to keep you right when temptations ariaad it will frequently deliver you from trials &
more fascinating kind, for, suppose they forsakerymmpany because you are a Christian—will not
that be well? Those who leave you on that accoumnaavery gainful loss! An honorable lady, now with
God, when she joined this church, told me how,rdfee baptism, many of her aristocratic friends had
ceased to call upon her, or invite her to theirdesu | congratulated her upon it, for it rendeteallithe
easier for her to select her own company! Her weath of character, and kindness of spirit soon won
back all who were worth having—and the rest wengphig removed! Such as shun you for following
the Lord are persons whom you, yourself, might sl gain nothing by the love of those who love
not God! One good effect of being persecuted atéhmnthis, it makes you gentler abroad; if, my brot
er Christian, you have those at home who make ybappy; if you are a wise man, you will be the bet-
ter able to have patience with outsiders! Men woadlievhy Socrates was so patient with his pupild, an
so good-tempered, but he ascribed it to having beedened by the opposition of others, and by being
schooled at home by his shrewish wife, Xanthippe.

Perhaps you will have the greater patience witlsgheho scoff, and the greater sympathy with
those who are scoffed at, from having had youresirathe common lot of the saints! Thus to youaas t
Samson, out of the eater comes forth meat, andfabe strong comes forth sweetness. This lionsroar
upon you, but the day shall come when you will firahey in it, and bless the name of the Lord!

[ll. My third point is, HOW SHOULD YOU BEHAVE UNDER THHRIAL? May the Holy Spirit
enable you to act very discreetly as well as detydéNever court oppositionGod forbid we should do
so! Some zealots seem bent on making religion tbjeble. The cup we hold to a sinful world is, in
itself, repugnant enough to fallen nature; theretmano wisdom in making it yet more objectiondije
presenting it with a scowling face! It is as weli@n you have medicine to give to a child to shomv &i
piece of sugar, too—so let your kindness, cheeeignand gentleness sweeten that which the world is
not very likely to receive anyway, but which it ihe less resent if you present it with love, shmgna
desire to live peaceably with all men, and to ctirthe comfort of others rather than your own.

And thenendure whatever you have to endure with the gregtessible meeknes$here was a
farmer whose wife was very irritated with him besawf his attending a dissenting place of worship,
and joining with Christian people. She often demtithat she would not bear it much longer; but he w
very patient, and made no harsh reply to her. Gryestie fetched him out of the harvest field and,sai
“Now it is come to this: you will give up those e, or give me up.” And she brought out a web of
cloth and said, “Now you take half of this, and tdke the other half, for | am going.” He said,dNmy
Dear, you are welcome to it all; you have alwaysrba very good industrious wife, take it all.” Then
she proposed taking a part of their household goanis settling everything for a final separatioat b
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again he said, “Take all there is. If you will lgajjo away, take everything you like, for | shouddt
wish you to be uncomfortable. And come back agaiemwever you please; | shall always be glad to see
you.” Seeing that he talked in that way, she sdid, you want me to go?” “No,” he said, “it is your
own wish, not mine. | cannot give up my religiomit lanything else | can do to make you stay and be
happy, | will do.” This was too much for her! Shesolved to cease her opposition, and in a shod tim
went with her husband to his place of worship, bedame, herself, a believer! This is the suresttway
victory! Yield everythingbut what it would bevrongto yield; never grow angry; keep cool, and let the
railing be all on one side.

There was a poor godly woman who used to attenanihestry of Mr. Robinson, of Leicester, and
her husband, a very coarse, brutal man, said t@meday in his wrath, “If you ever go to St. May’
Church again I'll cut both your legs off.” He waslgeadful man, and equal to any violence—but on the
next occasion of worship, his wife went as befée.she came home, she commended herself to the
care of God, expecting to be assailed. Her husbaittto her, “Where have you been?” “I have been to
St. Mary’s Church,” she said. With that he fellezt ko the ground with a terrible blow on the faRes-
ing up, she gently said, “If you strike me on thbeo side, | shall as freely forgive you as | daviio
She had been a very passionate woman before camveasd had been accustomed to give her husband
as good as he could send, and therefore he wak stith her gentleness. “Where did you learn ttas p
tience?” he asked. Her reply was, “By God’s grateained it at St. Mary’s.” “Then you may go as of-
ten as you like.” presently he went, also, andwhe was over. There is nothing like meekness; lit wi
conquer the strongest.

After bearing with meeknesseturn good for evilfor cruel words return warmer love and increased
kindness. The most renowned weapon for a Christidight his antagonists is that of overcoming evil
with good. Evil to evil is beast-like, and no Chias will indulge in it! But good for evil is Chridike,
and we must practice it! | think | have told youdre the story of the husband who was a very loose,
wild, depraved man of the world. He had a wife vitnomany years bore with his ridicule and unkind-
ness, praying for him day and night, though no gearame over him except that he grew even bolder
in sin. One night, being at a drunken feast wittuenber of his cursing companions, he boasted tkat h
wife would do anything he wished—she was as subve@isss a lamb! “Now,” he said, “she has gone to
bed hours ago. But if | take you all to my house will at once get up and entertain you, and nrake
complaint.” “Not she,” they said, and the mattedesh in a bet, and away they went! It was in thelkma
hours of the night—but in a few minutes she wasamg, remarked that she was glad that she had two
chickens ready, and if they would wait a littlegsivould soon have a supper spread for them. They
waited, and before long, at that late hour, théetalas spread, and she took her place at it asnv@s
quite an ordinary matter, acting the part of hastegh cheerfulness. One of the company, touched in
his better feelings, exclaimed, “Madam, we oughapmlogize to you for intruding upon you in this
way, and at such an hour. | am at a loss to urategtow it is you receive us so cheerfully, fomigea
religious person, you cannot approve of our contlttgr reply was, “I and my husband were both for-
merly unconverted, but, by the grace of God, | @w @& believer in the Lord Jesus. | have daily pdaye
for my husband, and | have done all | can to bhimg to a better mind. But as | see no charge in him
fear he will be lost forever—and | have made upmigd to make him as happy as | can while he is
here.” They went away, and her husband said, “Dorgally think | shall be unhappy forever?” “I fear
so,” she said, “I would to God you would repent asek forgiveness.” That night patience accom-
plished her desire; he was soon found, with hertherway to heaven! Yield on no point of principle,
but in everything else be willing to bear reproaahd to be despised and mocked for Christ’'s sake!
“This is a hard saying,” says one. | know it ist divine grace can make the heaviest burden leyid,
transform duty into delight!

Here let me also remark that to this gentle endigdhere must be added by the persecuted Chris-
tian much exactness of lifgVe must be very particular when such lynx eyesugion us, because if they
can find us trespassing, they will pounce upontumae! If it is only dittle wrong, a thing which they
would not have noticed in anybody else, they wiigmify it, and raise quite a clamor about it. “Alhat
is your religion,” they say, as if we claimed to &lesolutely perfect. Be watchful, therefore; wailk c
cumspectly, and do not put yourself into their lgridt them have nothing to say against you except
upon the point of your religion. Nothing soothegpopents like integrity, truthfulness, and Holiness—
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they long to speak against you, but cannot findiladpportunity. Take care that you daily pray doace

to keep your temper, for if you faihere,they will boast of having conquered you, and agkail you,
again, in the same way. Ask for grace to be pati@mtl say as little as you can, except to God. Pray
much for them, for prayer is still heard, and hoosvyu know, O believing woman, but you may save
your unbelieving husband? Only watch on and prayaod a blessing will come!

I\VV. IN DOING ALL THIS WHAT COMFORT MAY YOU EXPECT? Younay have this for your
comfort thatthe persecutor is in God’s handde cannot do more than God lets him, and if Gexinits
him to annoy, you may cheerfully bear it. Next, esnber, if you keep your conscience clear, it is a
great joy; conscience is a little bird that singsrensweetly than any lark or nightingale. Roughnaars
outside need not trouble you while within ther¢his answer of a good conscience towards God. Injure
your conscience, and you lose that consolatiorsgoue it from evil, and you will be happy. Remember
that by patiently enduring and perseveryay will have fellowship with the grandest spititst ever
lived! You cannot be a martyr and wear the blood-red orithese days, but you can at least suffer as far
as you are called to do! Grace enabling you, yoy n@ve a share in the martyr’'s honors. “Rejoicé, an
be exceedingly glad: for great is your reward iaves: for so persecuted they the Prophets whick wer
before you.” Remember, too, that if you have exttaary troubleslesus will be doubly near to you
This is the greatest comfort of all, for in all yafflictions He is afflicted! You will find His presence in
the Ordinances to be very delightful. Those staleters which He gives you in secret fellowship are
very choice; those morsels which you get by stealbliv sweet they are! The old covenanters said they
never worshipped God with as much joy as in thegknd among the hills when Claverhouse’s dra-
goons were after them. The living is very refreghio the Lord’s hunted harts; His bosom is veryt sof
and warm for those who are rejected of all menHwsr sake; He has a marvelous way of unveiling His
face to those whose faces are covered with shaceube of their love to Him! Oh, be content, dear
friends, to watch with your Lord!

You have the sweet thought, also, thati are doing more goodhere you are, than if you were
placed altogether among the godly. Yonder light,upein mid-ocean on the Eddystone Rock, see how
the storm sweeps around it, and the waters leapipvlireatening to put out its flame? But shak t
light complain? Standing where it is, beaten by Atkantic rollers, and braving the full fury of the
storm, it is doing more good than if it were setimplyde Park for my lords and ladies to look ateT
persecuted saint occupies a place where he wartherdightens, and, therefore, suffers; he is like a
advanced guard to whom the place of danger isltte f honor—only let him ask for strength to bear
and forbear, and he shall have glory at the lasth@nber, the rougher the rodlde sweeter the rest;
and the greater the suffering, the brighter thevarat the last! Those who have to bear most fousles
will be those to whom He will most sweetly say, “Wdone, good and faithful servant, enter into the
joy of your Lord.” Ah, brothers and sisters, if ybave a little rough language to put up with, wikat
compared with what many of the Lord’s afflicted sreve to endure? | will tell you a little incident
bearing upon that point, and then have done.

Yesterday the postman brought me, among many otadester from Australia, which | prize more
than any that have come to hand for a long whileaks touched my heart, and when you hear it, you
will not wonder. It is written at the desire of amwho is described by the gentleman who writes for
him in the following terms—*“I have known the writésr near eight years, during which time he has
been quite helpless, being paralyzed. He has hadegncut off; the sight has left his eyes, anddre
not move hand or feet. As he is placed on his bednust he lie and endure the annoyance of flies or
anything that may molest him. | am sure you willgdeased to know that you are the means of giving
comfort to such a one, and he is mostly rejoicirglv are more apt to teach and exhort those who come
to see him, and direct them to suitable portion§&oél’'s Word for their reading.” Now this poor man,
who has been helpless ever since the year 183& lmng years, writes me thus—“Being moved by the
Holy Spirit, | send you these few lines to thankiyor the benefit | have received by reading yaarr s
mons. In the year 1850 | was brought to the knogéeaf the truth of God, and found peace through be-
lieving in Jesus. In 1858 | met with a serious dent, so that | was not able to earn my breadtrbst-
ing in the Lord, He has led me in the right way1866 it pleased Him to confine me entirely to neglp
| bless His holy name that | can say | am boundhleycords of His love, that He has upheld and com-
forted me through all my long confinement, and ée@ime to rejoice in hope of His glory! The reading
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of your excellent sermons, which privilege | havgoged for some years, having been a source ot grea
comfort and delight to my soul—causing me to saahmh, and enjoy sweet communion. | am com-
pelled by love to send you this acknowledgment hgphat, perhaps, you may be cheered a little by it
in your arduous labors. And if our heavenly Fathees fit, this, my testimony to His faithfulnessgym

be blessed by Him to the comfort and encouragemiesbme afflicted ones in your flock, as | know
thatall these things work together for good to them the¢ IGod.”

Think of this unselfish sufferer having a letteritten to comfortme! One would have thought he
needed comforting himself, but the Lord so cheers that, instead of asking for consolation, he does
not mention in his letter that he has lost his mgthat he is paralyzed, or has lost his sight-ehky
tells me of his joy and peace! Now, if children@®bd in such extremities can yet bear testimonyit H
Faithfulness, are you going to run away becausesdooiish person or other sneers at you? Will you i
cowardly fashion desert the standard because fmofg their fingers at you? If so, are you madehef
same stuff as the true saints? Have you the saokbdae of divine grace as they? Assuredly not! May
the Lord in His infinite mercy give you such a sduwonversion that, whatever trial comes, you may
still sing, “Yet will | rejoice in the Lord, and gty in the God of my salvation.”

If I am addressing anyone who has persecuted Gadlgs in any way, let me say, “Mind what you
are doing! There are many things a man will beat,ibyou meddle with his children, it will stir &i
soul—that is a tender point with all fathers.” Niotl provokes the Lord like interfering with His &hi
dren! Mind what you are doing! And, oh, | pray thard, if you have done it ignorantly, really thinkj
them to be wrong, and only scoffing at them becawwsethought them hypocrites, may He that spoke
out of heaven to Saul, and said, “Why do you persedle?” let you see that you have really been
wounding Jesus, Himself! May He make you see tiadd tears which you have forced from that faith-
ful woman, and those sleepless nights which yoweltaused to that earnest man were so much of evil
done unto Christ, for which He will reckon with yaiithe last! Turn unto the Lord Jesus, and may the
Holy Spirit grant you to repent of this, your wickeess, for Jesus is willing to receive and blesnev
you, as He did Paul of old! Believe on the Lordu¥esand you, also, shall be saved! God bless ypu al
for Christ’'s sake. Amen.
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