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“Your sun shall no more go down; neither shall youmoon withdraw itself: for the Lord
shall be your everlasting light, and the days ofuyanourning shall be ended.”
Isaiah 60:20.

ISRAEL of old had the light of God while all thesteof the world sat in darkness; in consequence of
receiving moral and spiritual light from God, thation prospered, and under the smile of heavemst w
greatly enriched and multiplied. But, alas, the swemt down, and the moon withdrew itself, for I$rae
turned aside and followed after idols, and the laad terribly smitten by the hostile sword. Upom he
repentance her sun arose again, and the dauglhitéuslah rejoiced, but again they went astray, ter t
zealous judge, or the godly king, or the pious gtrtied—and the nation, prone to backsliding, again
provoked the Lord and the light of His countenawes withdrawn. Thigypical Church of Godbode
not continually in the His light; its history wabeckered with alternate brightness and gloom, repen
ance and relapse, prosperity and adversity. Wicabage from the glory of Solomon to the captivity o
Zedekiah! From the temple in its glory, to the dityruinous heaps! Truly, to those who knew Israel
well, this prophecy of Isaiah must have soundechesmusic, and they must have devoutly cried, *Has
ten it, O Lord, in our time.” Another dispensaticame. Jesus Christ was born at Bethlehem, “a gght
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Your peofsiael.” And the sun shone upon the earth as it had
never done before! Aisible churchwas called out to walk in the light of God, whidhuech still exists
upon the earth, and from the days of Pentecodtnm its sun has never altogether gone down, eeith
has its moon withdrawn herself.

To us, the promise of the text has been fulfillediigracious sense, for to the Church of God there
has never been an utter suspension of the dighg lihe light has not always been equally cleat,ito
has still been. Somewhere or other God has hasll@esichurch on the earth—if not at Rome, yet i th
valleys of Piedmont; not in palaces of bishops,iyetens and caves of the earth. Yet the visibleath
has had her dark days; the text has been onlyofrber comparatively; her sun has gone down in some
sense; the long medieval night, with its heavy da@sp, hung over the souls of the myriads and dhille
them into crouching superstition, until the day wit@od sent us the Reformation, like a new daybreak!
Even now there are tokens of returning night, bayitihe Lord avert it. Shine out, you stars in tigatr
hand of Jesus, and let your Lord, the Sun of Rmlgeess shine forth, also, and drive away those Ro-
mish bats and owls which are fluttering all arowsdn the hope that their beloved darkness willrrét
The history of the church has not been a clearasing light, like the growth of day from dawn to
noon; her glory has, for a while, departed; hedésstick has been removed, and it may be so, y@hag
But, beloved there is a church upon the earth wischithin the visible church and is its centrdglil
refer to theruly elect, called and justified, which arsgiritual church There are to be found in the vis-
ible church in all its sections, a people trulyen the Lord, not a field of mingled wheat ancksa
but all plants of the Lord’s right hand planting.

This secret church, this churaystical this true body of our Lord Jesus Christ, mayroléd have
had this text fulfilled in its experience in a farger sense. “If we walk in the light as He ighe light,
we have fellowship one with another, and the blobdesus Christ, His Son, cleanses us from all sin.
There are believers who know the meaning of thét fer from the day when they first believed, they
have not ceased to walk in the light of God, thongtv and then a cloud has crossed their sky, ged, a
rule, no night of backsliding or deadly doubt hase upon them. They have believed fully, and there-
fore have seen the salvation of God! Their sunrftaggone down, for the Lord Jesus Christ has never
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hidden His face, and they have rejoiced in an algidense of His love. | believe that this is theper
condition of all saints, and if saints were as thleguld be, it would be fulfilled in them: “Yoursghall
no more go down; neither shall your moon withdréself; for Jehovah shall be your everlasting light,
and the days of your mourning shall be ended.” lligt a glad thing it would be if we could attain to
this! “Being justified by faithiwe havepeace with God"—not, we “ought” to have it, btiye have
peace with God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” N&ee learned to glory in tribulations, also, crying
“Who shall separate us from the love of God whimiChrist Jesus our Lord?” If we have learned the
meaning of the exhortation, “Abide in Me,” and ameabiding, then is our fellowship continual and ou
course is as the shining light which shines mokraore unto the full noontide—

“Walk in the light! And you shall see

Your darkness fade away,

Because that light on you has shone,

In which is perfect day.”

Yet even to the spiritual church the text has restrbfulfilled in its largest conceivable sense,Ifor
fear that to the most spiritual some darkness cpthes light is sown, but it has not yet sprungtapts
full harvest—they still struggle with inward simey must still wrestle with outward temptations.afty
rate, the days of their mourning are not, in thestmmlimited sense, ended, for though faith lifter
above the cares of life, and resignation takesttmaitsting of affliction, yet in common with the who
creation they groan, being burdened. It is truthefbest of saints when they arrive in heaven‘thaly
came out of great tribulation.” God puts even Hisgst ones into the furnace, and the branch tratbe
fruit He purges; every son whom He receives He alsstens. For the present our chastisement is not
joyous, but grievous. “In the world you shall havibulation,” is a part of the legacy of our ascedd
Lord, so that as yet, to the largest extent, wenchesay that the days of our mourning are ended. We
must, therefore, refer the text tdaurth form of the church. If we see it not at all in tiypical, just a
little in thevisible, very much in thespiritual, we find itall in thechurch triumphantThe full triumph
of the Church of Christ shall begin in thellennium | am not about to enter into details, but it se¢m
me that there is to be on earth a New Jerusalerahwgtiall come down from God out of heaven, pre-
pared as a bride for her husband, and there willabeew heaven and a new earth, in which dwells
righteousness.”

Upon this earth where sin prevailed, righteousnalisyet conquer! Where Christ bled, there shall
He reign! Where His heel was bruised, shall theeshgel crush the dragon’s head. That, however, will
be as it were a prelude, a commencement to théaéalenly triumph! | shall, without making any dis-
tinction, refer the promise of the text in its fidks to the church in its triumphant condition, thiee on
earth in the millennial period, or in heaven, wonlithout end. To her this word shall be fulfillé&,our
sun shall no more go down, neither shall your madhdraw itself: the Lord shall be your everlasting
light, and the days of your mourning shall be ented

|. Our first point is—THE LIGHT OF THE TRIUMPHANT CHUBH SHALL BE INCESSANT.
“Your sun shall no more go down; neither shall yowoon withdraw itself.” There will be no interven-
ing nights of darkness, but one long noonday oitpand felicity, “The days of your mourning shag
ended.” And why will this be? Why does heaven’spayer falter? Why is her purity never defiled? We
answer, first, becaudke light of heaven is independent of creatufeslong as there is a sun, it will go
down, and as long as there is a moon it will wdhé.when the Lord becomes our light, our independ-
ence of the secondary agent will lift us up beytivafear of change!

In this present state everything must change. Ged diot bestow upon creatures the quality of Im-
mutability, for that belongs to Him, alone. The dest rocks crumble beneath the tooth of time; ¢kren
heavens are waxing old, and must, one day, bevpay ke a worn-out vesture; and as all that comes
out of earth partakes of the soil from which itisgs, all created joys wither and decay. From a sun
which has its tropics we cannot expect a changeigiss from a moon which waxes and wanes, the
light can never long be the same. When we shahbt®vethe creature, and drink in our supplies direct-
ly from the changeless all-sufficiency of the Coeatve shall come into perfect, unbroken light! Sus
the condition of the perfect saints above. In haawe saints will need no teacher. When God sends a
true preacher, he is a star in God’s right hand, the church is bound to value his light, whichhe
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gift of heaven. But we shall need no teachers theeeshall see, not through a glass darkly, but tac
face! God shines upon the church through His sésvame after another, and as they are removeckin th
order of providence, and close their useful cardbeschurch suffers great loss. But up yonderether
only one Pastor, and He never dies—“The Lamb innti@st of the throne shall feed them and lead
them unto living fountains of waters.” No teachesfi be laid with tears in the silent grave, for tine
glorified church no man needs to say to his fell&¥now the Lord,” for they all know Him from the
least unto the greatest!

Up there they need no comforters to succor thethentime of their distress, for God Himself has
wiped away all tears from their eyes; He has takgeiazarus from among the dogs and the dunghills,
and laid him in Abraham’s bosom! He has lifted bhe languishing from their beds of pain to sit among
princes in glory! Poor saints will not then, be degent upon the alms or the consolations of others,
though once their generous friends were like suhranon to them; they need not fear that their com-
forts shall depart, for the Lord God is their liglihe saints are not dependent upon fleeting pesses
or decaying estateshere we must have sustenance from without, and welramekful to God that it
comes in our time of need, but bread perishes,tiv¢akes to itself wings, business decays, progperi
wanes; but in glory saints are independent of rdaied things! They neither look to angel, chenrb,
seraph for support; they have left the streamstHey have reached the fountainhead! The vessels ar
no more needed, for they lie down and drink atvtld8, itself, where the crystal water of life bubblup
eternally! They do not send down to Egypt for cdrut dwell in their own Goshen where harvests never
fail! They have come unto their God, and what mmae we say? O beloved brothers and sisters, this
makes the joy of heaven; that God Himself shinesnupe blessed ones, and they need no other light;
He, Himself, is their all in all! With Him is fulless of joy! At His right hand are pleasures forevane!
Therefore is it that their sun shall no more go dpfer they have no sun! And their moon shall not
withdraw itself, for they have no moon! “The Loreb&and the Lamb are the light thereof.”

Their light is incessant, secondly, becaiiss cleared of all clouding element§here is much of
consolation in this thought. Here, below, in theutih of God, whatever by God’'s grace may be our
light, errors will arise to cloud it. Evil men conre unawares and distract God’s saints with false-d
trines, schisms, and heresies; there are nonewgugonder! Skeptics assail us with doubts and suspi
cions; there are none up there! Hypocrites now steand pollute our solemn feasts, but no deceiver
shall sit down in the banquets of the perfectedhiadists mix with us, and freeze our devotion; esa
nas are made to languish because they fall froguis unconscious of the glow of generous lovejtbut
shall not be so among the church triumphant! It aé no small blessing to the church to be freenfro
the contamination of the outside world, and from ithtrusion of false professors; their absence aéH
liver us from that light discourse which now vexag ears, and that inconsistency which grieves our
hearts. Yes, Satan shall be shut out! The campeo§aints he magttemptto attack, but over her ram-
parts he shall never leap! Those sacred walls, &li@sfoundations are inestimably precious stones,
shall exclude forever the accuser of the brethtlea,fomenter of discord and sin! There the wicked
cease from troubling, and therefore nothing shalkenour sun go down, or cause our moon to withdraw
itself, and the purity, the peace, the bliss ofveeashall be without cessation!

Remember, yet again, that in the church triumpliaatsaints themselves shall be so puritieat
nothing in them shall darken their light. Here tpdahrist changes not, bute change, and hence our
joy departs; it is not that divine grace ceasebdam forth from the Sun of Righteousness; our eyes
gather the scales of worldliness, so that we caseetit. It shall not be so there! We shall bevée&éd
from the last vestige of inbred sin! Corruption awery result of the fall shall have been effedjued-
moved! Among the saints whom God has privilegegdde His face, no worldliness, no coldness of
heart, no lethargy, no slothfulness ever intrudbey are never burdened with heavy cares, nor de-
pressed with the recollection of unforsaken sineyrheglect no duties, they commit no transgressions
they are without fault before the throne of Godakytlare rendered as pure as God, Himself, by thadblo
of Christ, and the sanctifying power of the Holyirgp

Truly, as | speak about this, | long to be amoregrthWe cannot, as yet, see afar off, and the plains
of heaven are boundless; therefore we shall neekdahing sight before we can enjoy their beauties
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but our inner sight is being strengthened, thedimhsin are being removed, and we shall, befang,lo
have our eyes strengthened to look upon the ifeisiith unclenching gaze! When we enter the church
triumphant, being ourselves without tendency tq tiere will be nothing in us to mar our puritytor
spoil our joy! Anticipate this, beloved, with grgay! Notice that the text hints that both the nmegad

the minor necessities of saints will be abundastigplied. Have you not found, sometimes, that the
Lord Jesus Christ has withdrawn Himself from youf2i yoursunhas gone down. You are prospering
in business; God gives you all that heart can wisé;moon does not withdraw herself, but the st ha
gone, and woe beclouds your spirit. It will neverdm in heaven! You shall see your Lord face te fac
without a veil between, and that eternally! Hene,tloe other hand, at times Jesus has shone upon you
and as to spiritual things you have been rich;tben earthly trouble has hovered over you—iwon

has withdrawn. You have been suffering in bodyutitorejoicing in soul; the head has ached, though
the heart has triumphed. You have feasted at tile td God, but poverty has swept your board oy
knew not from where your next meal would come. ditén have both sun and moon been as flesh and
blood would have them; true, you have been abtiotwithout the moon in the presence of the sun, but
you would have both spirituahdtemporal prosperity.

Now in heaven all the needs of our nature will benpletely supplied! The bodies of the saints will
be as happy as their souls! Their bodies, | sayl &n referring to the risen ones who have atthitoe
the full triumphs of which | speak. There shallfbespirit, soul, and body, that trinity of our ntesod,

a triple and all-sufficient supply! Neither shdietsun go down nor will the moon withdraw. Oh, waat
happy thing to have a body which will not needise Ion the Sabbath, weary with the week’s toildree
ing to be dragged along the road to the place atkip, and feeling inclined to sleep in the heatty a
mosphere of the crowded assembly! What bliss téchhed upon” with a body unlike this load of
clay, which far too forcibly reminds us that we diwe a sinful world! Soon we shall possess a body,
light and ethereal, strong and glorious, suitablettie soul, and quick to obey its motions; a btrdg
from every infirmity, delivered from every possibyl of pain or weariness; a body in which we shall
serve God day and night in His temple, and shalenenever sin! So, you see, beloved, another reaso
why the sun of the blessed never goes down is Bedhey, themselves, are in all respects filleth &t
inward and perfect light which is the perpettedlectionof the eternal light of Jehovah!

Once more, let it be remembered ttta church triumphant will be delivered from theaoges of
those seasons which cause the going down of sumand | do not refer to summer and winter, but to
ecclesiasticalandtemporalarrangements, such as the Lord’s-Day, and timesssémbly, and church
fellowship. This blessed Sabbath, how rejoiced veevéhen it comes round! But then towards eventide
the Sunday hours grow few, and many a time haliid of God gone up to his chamber and said,
“Would God tomorrow were a second Sabbath.” We haighed that instead of the weekdays, with
their toil and care, we could step from Sunday today till we climbed into the Sabbath which will
never end! It shall be so soon, in the land where—

“Congregations never break up,

And Sabbaths have no end.”
Here we come together, and are warmed into a hatlastate of mind and would gladly continue in the
mount, but we must go down, for other duties calaway. But in glory we shall, all day, charm tlee c
lestial plains with joyous song, and never neecdsdatter or betake ourselves to an inferior calling!
Blessed shall the day be when our Sunday sun sbathore go down! Here, too, we have our seasons
for communion; we come together at the table, andry part, | am never happier than when | see be-
fore me the emblems of the beloved’s broken bodg, His blood poured out in infinite love for us.tBu
we cannot always be there; we have to eat withigamsg and sinners as well as with the Lord; we glow
in fellowship like the Master Himself on Tabor, tirdur garments seem whiter than any fuller could
make them; but we must go down among the ungodiyagain, to seek their good. We shall not do
that, by-and-by; we shall eat bread at the tabld®King, and go no more out forever and forever!

It was a glad day for Israel when the trumpets ramgthe morning of the Jubilee, for every slave
was free, and every debtor found his liabilitiesctiarged! Back came each man’s lost inheritanag, an
the whole nation was glad; with sound of trumpet ahcornet they saluted the rising of the suntan t
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first day of that Jubilee year! But the Jubileeryeant by, and lands were again mortgaged andiforfe
ed; and slaves fell, again, into slavery; and bapis were again seized by their creditors. Ah, \do
we are coming to a Jubilee of which the trumpetdl Sound on forever! We shall regain our once for-
feited inheritance never to have it encumberedragélie shall snap the fetters which have bound us,
never to feel them again! “If the Son makes yoe fiou shall be free, indeed.” Thus | have shown yo
that in heaven they are free from that change as@®s which now afflicts the sons of men—and so
their sun goes down no more, neither does theimmathdraw itself.

Il. Let us change the run of our discourse. The lighhe church triumphant has been shown to be
unceasing. Now we shall show that IT IS EVERLASTINGhe Lord shall be your everlasting light.”
This requires no comment. You can see at once tikyso. Why will the perfection and the bliss loét
saints triumphant never end? First, becauséstbak from whom it comes is eternsiile have explained
that this bliss does not arise from ttreature;if it did, it might end. But arising wholly fromhe Crea-
tor, how can it end? As long as God lives, His peopust be happy! When He has perfected them, and
taken them up to be where He is, the fountain framch they drink cannot dry, for it is infinitelyl
and fresh; the sun which gives them light cannadibemed, for it is Immutable.

Again, the covenant by which the saints stand in heavensare oneThere are in it solemn en-
gagements entered into by the eternal God, nevieirncaway from His love. By two Immutable things
in which it is impossible for God to lie, He hasgn us strong consolation. Every sin has beenway a
from the triumphant saint; what, then, can destr@yn? For them Christ has discharged all theirdebt
What, then, can be brought against them? For themternal inheritance has been bought by divine
blood! How, then, by any possible means, can tbheg It? God is forever true, He cannot forsake; God
is forever strong, He cannot fail; God is forevevihg; He cannot frown upon His people. The Lord
must be their everlasting light! Besidése guarantee of that covenant can never, faking it is Christ
Himself. “Because | live you shall live also” isetlgreat seal set upon the indentures by which we ho
our inheritance in the skies! And till we shall seeying Christ, till He who has Immortality shak-
pire, till Christ, the Son of God, very God of veBpd, shall cease to be, it cannot, by any pogsibil
come to pass that one child of God shall losertheritance! The seal is divine, the security isuas
tionable, and, brothers and sisters, there istthise added, thahose who possess heaven are also,
themselves, immortal!

When we once enter the church triumphant therd bbeaho more death, neither sorrow nor crying,
for the former things are passed away! The bodyseas in corruption, but it is raised in incorrugptl
It was liable to disease, death and corruptionvtbem could devour it, and the winds scatter itdipa
cles; but it shall be raised in perennial youtlkeeffrom any tendency to corruption, or any liapitid
suffer! Oh, happy spirits who, in themselves posselife enduring as the life of God! The Lord sl
their everlasting light! | leave that point becaitseeeds no enlargement. It rather needs to begtito
upon and enjoyed.

lIl. 1 want your earnest attention and help, in thedtpliace, while | mention that, according to the
text, THE LIGHT OF THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT SHALL BE BUNDLESS. “The Lord shall be
your everlasting light.” Now, the Lord is infinitéf. He is our Sun, there can be no limit to thentign
which we shall receive! But how am | to speak upaninfinite theme? | can only touch the surface of
the brook as the swallow does, and then up and'aByl cannot dive into its depths. Only noticésth
that if God is to be our light, then every separate believer there will be a perfegit of bliss and ho-
liness | mean inyou, beloved! You are aged. You feel, also, that yoeifall of infirmities and sins.
Now, these will all vanish, and that weakened farfnyours shall be raised in power! Your ignorance
will give place to the light of knowledge, your gmthe light of purity, your sorrow to the light joy! It
does not yet appear what you shall be, but you slealike your Lord, and you know how bright and
lustrous your Lord was when He was on Tabor; and glorious when He rose from the dead. Such
shall you be! You are already a child of God, bars your glory shall shine forth, and your purity,
peace, and happiness shall be seen by all! Yesisthiue of you, you who were sometime darknesss, b
now are light in the Lord—you shall be flooded wglory! Like the bush in the desert you shall be
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aglow with deity! Bush as you are, God Himself skalell within you, and your brightness shall be as
the sun!

In glory, in addition to your possessing persoigit] you will enjoythe closest possible fellowship
with God How near a creature can get to the Creator i fuasay, but the sons of God shall be brought
as near to God as by any conceivable means a hiaitey can be brought to the infinite. What dekght
there will be in such close fellowship! When we @alrawn near to God in prayer, we have been so
happy we could scarcely have been more so—but miat it be to dwell forever in the divine glory!
Men of God have sometimes felt more of joy in Hiegence than their bodies could bear, and have
cried, “Stop, Lord, stop! | cannot bear any morehimber, | am only an earthen vessel, and if | have
more of this | shall die.” Solomon sings of heayelolve-sickness in the Song, “Stay me with flagons,
and comfort me with apples, for | am sick of lovélie love of Jesus overpowers our souls, and casts
them into a swoon of delight! We shall be more tdgaf its enjoyment soon; you cannot bear more
than a sip of heaven now, but you will swim in yté&nd-by! When you only get one flash of heaven’s
sunlight, you cover your eyes because of the ekeaesggory; but you will soon live in the blaze df i
like Milton’s angel in the sun! Among the everlasgtiburnings of Jehovah'’s splendor you will walkhwit
undimmed eyes. Can you conceive what it means? Mo will be enlarged, expanded, made capable
of loftier thoughts than now; you will be a grandming—a man, but such a man as the man Jesus
Christ is! Even this day your manhood in Him haswdoon over all the works of God’s hands, all sheep
and oxen, yes, and the fowl of the air, and thie éicthe sea, and whatever passes through the phths
the sea; but then you will more clearly realize ribnalty of manhood—you shall be a king to thedst!
degree, a king unto God!

That glorious light will give ushe clearest views of gospel truffhere will be no muddled theology
in heaven, nor any doctrine concealed from usw®ishall know even as we are known; with the Lord
for our light, we shall see far and deep; mystewbagch now perplex us shall be simplicities therdw
| long to know more of the covenant of grace; holerig to drink into the grand doctrine of electing
love; how would | peer into the mystery of the Tiynand know something more of the Three in One!
Secrets will open up when Jesus applies the keubpose that he who has been in heaven but a day
knows more of God than he who has been a doctdivofity for 50 years—the light is so clear in heav
en that we shall know even as we are known. Would ®e were there! There, no dowve shall also
understand more of providenddere our sun goes down, sometimes, as to thaaldealings; we can-
not make out what He means; the lines are darkbanding; we thought He would have led us by a
straight course, but we wind to and fro in the eitiess! You shall see it all soon, brothers anersis
for what you know not now, you shall know heredft&lt the happiness which knowledge and under-
standing can bring to intelligent beings shall bewr feet! Therave shall receive the utmost endurable
joy. Think of that bliss in the shape which you likesh for you shall have it! Some have thought dye |
of heaven would lie ilkknowledge—they shall have it! Others have rejoiced in thespect of continued
service—they shall have it! They shall serve Him day aighhin His temple!

| know not if | am idle, but the sweetest thoughheaven to me is rest, and | shall have it, foete
remains, therefore, a rest for the people of GB&&dce! O quiet soul, do you not long for it? Yoalksh
have it! Security and a sense of calm! O, tempested one, you shall have them! Some have wished
for strength and power; you shall be raised in pbwallness, the filling up of every vacuum; youaih
have it—you shall be filled with all the fullnest®od! | am a long way out of my depth, now, bain
not afraid of sinking! | shall never exaggerate—iihys of heaven are ecstatic, so that if we knew an
thing of them at this moment we should be like Padlo said—*Whether in the body or out of the
body | cannot tell, God knows.” Ecstatic—that iar&ting right out of yourself; that will be your abn
tion; you will get away from yourself altogethendabe “plunged in the Godhead’s deepest sea ahd los
in His immensity.” It will be rapture, as it wera, snatching away of you, like the chariots of Am-
minadib, shall be the joys into which you shalllited up and borne away! We shall know all abdut i
before long, some of us, so that there is not mexd to attempt a premature description. When the
Lord is the light, who knows how bright the lightivbe? When the Lamb is the light, who knows how
soft that light will be? And when the Lord is tharhb, and the Lamb is the Lord, and the Lord and the
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Lamb are at once the light, who knows how sweet; beerything that is lovely, that eternal light rhus
be? Break on us; break on us, O infinite splenfdorour hearts would have this cloudland to be g a
away, where sacred, high, eternal noon makes uipvéieng day!

But patience, my brothers and sisters, patience fittle time longer! We must wait till our woik
done, and then shall we receive the full reward.usebe encouraged by the prospect of the globeto
revealed in us!

V. My last point is to be this—THE LIGHT OF THE CHURCHRIUMPHANT IS UNMIN-
GLED, for the text says, “The days of your mourngigll be ended.” Sit down a few minutes and drink
down this blessed sentence. “The days of your mogrshall be ended.” What sort of mourninff?e
mourning from a persecuted worltllo slander, no imprisonment, no racks, no breaking upon the
wheel, no consuming amid the flames. What mustdre&e to those who ascended through a shower of
stones, or were borne aloft by the fiery chariat,tlee martyrs from Smithfield’s burning stakes? No
more of suffering there! The mourning days of thartyred church shall be ended! There will be no
more mourning fronthe common trials of lifeNo losses, no crosses, no bodily pains, no intiesof
old age, no bereavements, no child taken from tis@im, no husband from the side, no funeral knell, n
cruel grave. Let the Lord be praised that not aena@vtrouble disturbs yon glassy sea! Then shalbee
delivered from all mourning caused byr inward sin We shall look within and find no envy in our
hearts, no pride, no rebellion, no lust, and naléay to evil; then we shall be delivered fromtathp-
tation to sin from without. No devil, no insinuagidoubts, no corroding cares, no wicked world, no
pomp of the eyes, no pride of life, no woes of pgnoor perils of wealth—we shall be delivered from
all these!

We shall be delivered from every kind of mournirggtaan absent Godfor we shall never grieve
Him again, nor vex His Spirit, nor cause Him todatown the chastening rod! “The days of your
mourning shall be ended.” | find that one versieads it, | know not whether correctly or not, “The
days of your mourning shall secompensed,and | say this to those who have to mourn more thh-
ers, youshall have a recompense; every pain you suffer shak itaweward. “But how can that be?”
you ask. Why, dear mourning ones, when you getetivén, you will see that you were fulfilling the
divine purposes as much upon the sick bed as yaldwwave been in the activities of life! You do not
understand it now, but you shall then know thatltbed did not grieve you for nothing—and when you
see the great results arising from your sufferyay will bless Him, and kiss the pierced feet ofri€th
and thank Him for the great privilege of being pited to suffer! If you are called to suffer as hris-
tian, you will then see how you “made up that whweas behind of the sufferings of Christ, for His
body’s sake, that is the church,” for the whole yofl Christ must suffer, not the head only, butthé
members! And you, in taking a part, help to makehgmeasure which must be endured by the entire
company of the faithful. You will also see how tBpirit of God sanctified your sufferings to youwho
they prevented sin, how they led you into a deegperience, how they prepared you for higher servic
And oh, among the sweet notes of praise which yidluender to the all-loving Father, this will bee
of the sweetest! You will bless Him for every pduwr, every groan, for every sickness—and the ddys o
your mourning will be recompensed!

Beloved, what a change this will be for some heesent who have, perhaps, very seldom known a
day free from depression of spirit or pain of bodp-step right away from all this into everlasting-
alloyed delight! Some of us are easily cast domdl we know what it is to grow brain-weary. There,
day without night, we shall praise and bless Godi, &Il the angels of the infinite wisdom of God in
Christ Jesus! All this ought to inspire the sawith ardor—this glorious hope should quicken us! We
are not far from home. Pilgrims of God, you aretiggtweary, perhaps, you especially who are ad-
vanced in years; now, at this time, the Spirit ofdGas brought you to the top of a hill from whyau
can see your expected end. There it lies! Can geuts hills, its valleys covered with milk and legn
and the vine and fig tree under which you shalldsivn, and none shall make you afraid? It is &litt
way further, only a little further; you will be hpd all the rest of the road as you have beenluptv;
those shoes of iron and brass are not worn ouligthgou have worn them these 50 years; they vt la
you the few odd miles which you have yet to tragekl though you think it a long way, it is not dast
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out of sight, beyond that hill, there stand horseBre, and chariots of fire which your heavenlgtRer
has sent to bear you away! And before you knowoit, will be in Christ's arms, fainting away withagl
ry! Before you know it, | say, death will be bupen’s prick—

“One gentle sigh, your fetter breaks,

We scarce can say you're gone,

Before your ransomed spirit takes

Its mansion near the throne!”
And the days of your mourning shall be ended!

Great fear should fall upon some in this house tiney may never behold this light. | fear, sinners,
that some of you will never attain that blissfubigl. 1 will ask you three questions and have dadre.
you satisfied with earthly things? Are you contesith a sun that must go down, and with a moon that
must withdraw itself? Are you saying, “Who will sSmasany good?” Ah, sinners, your boasting is evil,
for it will soon pass away; and what will you dothee day when money cannot help you, broad acres
cannot bless you, friends cannot cheer you, andyast take the last dread voyage all alone? Woe, wo
unto you if you have not a better sun than yondeblie orb, a better moon than yon waning satellite!
will ask you further, have you light from heavert¥ Is there any light from God within you? Remem-
ber, you cannot enjoy the light of God forever @uydo not behold it now. Have you thought of that?
Alas, God has not been in all your thoughts! Hownynlive in this world with no more thought of God
than dogs and horses have! He is no friend ofgh&iney never seek His face! They never do Him hon-
or! If He is their Father, certainly they are sgarchildren, for they never speak with their Fatimer
care about Him! Ah, sinners, you need on eartHig¢/e from above, or you will never have it in eter
ty.

Lastly, are you willing to have light from above?eAyou willing to receive it? Do you desire it?
Will you give up the light of self, and self-compéncy, and self-reliance? Will you trust in JeswsP
you take the Lamb who is the light of heaven, tleeding Lamb, to be the light and comfort of your
souls? Will you see your sin laid on the Lamb ofdGehich takes away the sin of the world, and trust
Him as suffering in your place, to make expiationyour guilt? For, if so, the Lamb will give yoap
donnow, and perfectiornereafter'He will be to you the Star of Bethlehem today &mel Sun of Right-
eousness forever!

God bless you, brothers and sisters. May we allt imethat land of the light of God! | am speaking
to some who will be there before me, though | shalthere before some of you; if there is a poktyibi
of finding one another out, we will do so; and wdl vemember the happy summer’s morning in which
we talked together of the light that can never faled we will say to one another, “The half was not
told us; the poor preacher was but as an owl triendescribe the sun! It was too bright for himt ba
did his best.” God bless you. Amen.
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