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“And if the servant shall plainly say, | love my rster, my wife, and my children; | will not go outde: Then
his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shalso bring him to the door, or unto the doorpost;
and his master shall bore his ear through with awh and he shall serve him forever.”
Exodus 21:5, 6.

THE slavery which existed among the ancient Jews avaery different thing from that which has
disgraced humanity in modern times, and it oughb @ be remembered that Moses did not institute
slavery in any shape or fashion. The laws concgritiwere made on purpose to repress it, to confine
within very narrow bounds, and ultimately to puteard to it. It was like the law of divorce—Moses au
thored that law, but he knew that the people werdeeply rooted in it that it could not be forbidde
And therefore, as Jesus tells us, Moses, becausieediardness of their hearts, allowed them to put
away their wives. And so, | may say, because ofhidnelness of their hearts he allowed them, still, t
retain persons in servitude; but he made the lamg stringent, so as almost to prevent it. Amorigeot
repressive regulations, this was one, that wheawe san away from his master it was contrary te la
for anyone to assist in sending him back again. witd such a law as that, you can clearly seeribat
body need remain a slave, since he could run afMag liked; it was nobody’s business—no, it was a
sin foranybodyto force him back again. Now, if a man can go wherikes, his slavery is a very dif-
ferent thing from that which still curses many paot the earth; but the case stood thus, and soresti
persons who were insolvent, who could not pay, werapelled by the law to give their services tdrthe
creditors for a certain number of years, alwaystéd) as you see in this case, to Six.

A man who had committed theft, instead of putting tountry to the expense of a prison, was some-
times fined for his theft sevenfold; and if he mamdmoney he was placed in servitude till he hadghou
himself free again—an institution not altogethetefensible, | think, and having a good deal of foug
justice about it. Sometimes a person who was exepoor would sell his services for the six years,
which are here prescribed, to some wealthy perdom was bound to house him, clothe him, and feed
him. This is very much like a system which stilisgg in some parts of our own country, where a per-
son’s services are hired for the year, with so machrishment to be given, and so much of wages.
Well, the law here says that if a man should halé Bimself, or by insolvency should have comedo b
sold to his master, at the end of six years he tggHree; he was quite free to leave his mastevisse
and go where he pleased, but it seems that théwsbrwas so exceedingly light, and, indeed, was so
much for the benefit of the person in it, that freqtly men would not go free. They preferred totizen
ue as they were—servants to their masters. Nowt, \&as not desirable that this should often be the
case, and as wasrecognized that oppressive masters might sometingggen a servant into such an
agreement, the law was made that in such a cagsedtier must be brought before jndges And be-
fore them the man must say plainly—note that woré—ust say it very distinctly and plainly, so that
there was no doubt about it, that it really wasviiish not to accept his liberty, but to remain asaas.
And then, after he had stated his desire and gagelnis reason that he loved his master—and loved th
children and the wife that he had obtained in kivise—his ear was to be pierced against the dbor o
the house. This ceremony was intended to putla tifficulty in the way, that he might hesitatedan
say, “No, | won't agree to that,” and so mightyess most proper, go free.

But if he agreed to that somewhat painful ceremany if he declared before the judges that it was
his own act and deed, then he was to remain thvasieof his chosen master as long as he lived! i¥e a
going to use this as a type—and get some morabbilf by God’s blessing. And the first use is this
men are by nature the slavessof Some are the slaves of drunkenness, some ovilagsness, some of
covetousness, some of sloth; but there are gepdirakks in men’s lives when they have an opporjunit
of breaking loose. Thengill happen providential changes which take them away bld companions
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and so give them a little hope of liberty, or therdl come times of sickness which take them away
from temptation, and give them opportunities fooupht. Above all, seasons will occur when con-
science is set to work by the faithful preachinghaf Word of God, and when the man pulls himself up
and questions his spirit thus—"Which shall it beffalve been a servant of the devil, but here ispan o
portunity of getting free. Shall | give up this 8i6hall | pray God to give me divine grace to bragkt
away and become a new man—or shall | not?” Suain@rnay happen to some sinner here! | pray you,
dear friend, do not slight it, because these timag not often come, and coming but being willfuky
fused, they may never return to you! If you areohesd to be the slave of your passions, then yasr p
sions will, indeed, enslave you; if you are contenbe a slave of the cup, you shall find that ¢hp

will hold you by its fascinations as fast as cagptin fetters of brass; if you are willing to be glave of
unbelief and of the pleasures of the flesh, you fivitl that they will fasten you as with bands ¢téed,
and hold you down forever! There are times when méaght get free; their prison door is, for the mo-
ment, on the latch. “You almost persuade me to K@stian,” cries Agrippa; Felix trembles and re-
solves to hear more of this matter. Many otherthensame condition have been all but free—but they
have deliberately preferred to remain as they wemd, the result has been tisat has bored their ear,
and from that day forward they have seldom beeubtenl by conscience!

They have sinned with impunity. The descendingestalhell has grown more and more rapid, and
they have glided down it with ever-increasing padave | not seen some such, for whom | hoped better
things? The evil spirit went out of them and I&#ern for a while—and oh, if divine grace had comeé an
occupied the house, that evil spirit would nevereheeturned! But they beckoned back that evil gpiri
and he came with seven other devils more wicked tiaself—and the last end of these once hopeful
persons has become worse than the first! Slavenpfzl you be free? Your six years are up tonight
Will you be free? The Spirit of God will help yoa break every chain! The Redeemer will snap your
fetters! Are you ready for liberty? Or does youahaleliberately choose to abide under the bondage
Satan? If so, take heed; that awl of habit may lyorg ear, and then you will be beyond all hope of
reformation; you will be the victim of yourself,dtslave of your sins, the idolater of your own yaethe
abject menial of your own passions! “He that wohtdfree must break the chain himself,” is the old
saying. But | will improve it—"he that would be femust cry to Christ to break the chain.” But if he
would not have it broken and hugs his bonds, threhis own head will be his blood! Christian, the-le
son to you is this: since the servants of Satae kheir master so well, how well ought you to love
yours? And since they will cling to his servicegawvhen it brings misery into their homes, diseate
their bodies, aches into their heads, rednessti@o eyes, and poverty into their purses, oh, yaun
ever think of leaving your good and blessed Mast#igse yoke is easy, and whose burden is light? If
they follow Satan into hell, surely you may welysa

“Through floods and flames, if Jesus leads,

I'll follow where He goes.”
They are the willing servants of Satan! Be you,hwiore than equal ardor, the willing servants of
Christ!

Our text reads us a second lesson, namely, thitield® Psalm, in the 8 verse, you will find the
expression used by our Lord, or by David in proghpersonifying our Lord, “My ear have You
opened,” or, “My ear have You dug.” Jesus Chrigtase, in all probability, speaking of Himself as b
ing forever, for our sakes, the willing servanGadd. Let us just dwell on that a moment. Ages émuy
before the things which are seen had begun to, &dstis had entered into covenant with His Fattsr t
He would become the servant of servants for ouesakll through the long ages He never started back
from that compact; though the Savior knew the poicpardon was Hiblood His pity never withdrew,
for His ear had been pierced. He had become, fosakes, the lifelong servant of God; He loved His
spouse, the church; He loved His dear sons, Hldreim whom He foresaw when He looked through the
future ages—and He would not go out free. Our wveaty had made us slaves, and Christ became a
servant in our place! When He came to Bethlehendsger, then it was that His ear was pierced, in-
deed, for Paul quotes as a parallel expression—&dythave You prepared Me.” He was bound to
God’s service when He was found in fashion as a, foarthen He “became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross.” When he came to the watdraptism at Jordan and said, “Thus it becomes us
to fulfill all righteousness,” then did He, as ierme, go before the judges and say plainly thatdded
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the Master, whom He was bound to serve, loved pligise, the church, and loved her little ones, and
would, for their sakes, be a servant forever!

When He stood foot to foot with Satan in the wiltess, the arch-fiend offered to Him all the king-
doms of this world—and why did He not accept théde@ause He preferred a cross to a crown, for His
ear was bored! Afterwards the people, in the heijttis popularity, offered Him a crown, but He hid
Himself from them. And why did He hide? Becauseddme to suffer, not to reign; His ear was bored
for redemption’s work, and He was straitened uidgl had accomplished it! In the garden, when the
bloody sweat fell from His face and He said, “listpossible, let this cup pass from Me,” why did H
not put away that cup? If it had pleased Him, Hghhhave applied for 12 legions of angels, and they
would have come to the rescue. Why did He not sumthat celestial bodyguard? Was it not because
He had wholly surrendered Himself to the servicewf salvation? Before His judges He might have
saved Himself. Why didn’t He? One word when He Wwafore Pilate would have broken the spell of
prophecy, but why, like a sheep before her sheanaas He dumb? Why did He give His back to the
smiters, and His cheeks to those that plucked @ffhidir? Why did He condescend to die and actually,
upon the cross, pour out His heart’s blood? It elabecause He had undertaken for us, and He would
go through with it! His ear was bored—He could ramd He would not leave His dearly beloved
church—

“Yes, said His love, for her I'll go

Through all the depths of pain and woe!

And on the cross will even dare

The bitter pangs of death to bear.”
He would not accept deliverance though He mightehdone so! “He saved others, Himself He could
not save.”

Now, hear it, you believers! If Jesus would notfgee from His blessed undertaking, will you ever
desire to go free from the service of His love?c8iie pushed onwards till He said, “It is finisHed,
will not His love, by God’s Holy Spirit, inspire yoto push forward till you can say, “I have finishay
course, | have kept the faith”? Can you go backndesus goes before you? Can you think of retreat-
ing? Can desertion or apostasy be regarded by ytuamy other feelings than those of abhorrence
when you see your Master nailed to the gallows al/&y, to bleed to death, and then to lie in tblel c
grave for your sakes? Will you not say, “Let my barbored to His service, just as His ear was dug f
me”?

Let these observations stand as the preface fosewmnon, for my discourse, though | will try to
make it brief, deals with ourselves in an earnashion. Brothers and sisters in Christ, | thinkeak for
all of you who love Jesus, when | say—we are wgllia undertake, tonight, perpetual service for §thri
To lead you all to renew your dedication, | sh@éak uporour choice of perpetual service and our
reasons for making that choicand then | shall call you u@nd try to pierce your eansith some one
of certain sharp awls which | have here readytergurpose!

|. First, let us speak upon our CHOICE OF PERPETUAIRSECE. The first thing isve have the
power to go free if we willThis is a very memorable night to me. Pardon pgaking of myself, | can-
not help it. It is exactly 24 years this night thaiut on the Lord Jesus Christ publicly in baptigMay
3,1850] avowing myself to be His servant; and nowthat present time, | have served Him four times
six years, and | think He says to me, “You may ige fif you will.” In effect He says the same to gve
one of you, “You may go free if you will. I will richold you in unwilling servitude!” There are plgnt
of places you can go—there is the world, the flesid the devil; for a master you may have either of
these three if you choose. Jesus will not hold ggainst your will. Do you desire to go free, brothe
and sisters, free from the yoke of Jesus? | cap gak for myself—and you may say, “Amen,” for
yourselves if you wish, but nothing more. “Bless®dHis name,” | never wish to be free from His dear
yoke! Rather would | say—

“Oh, to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I'm constrained to be!

Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my willing heart to Thee.”

| will speak of Him as | find—I wish to serve Hinot another 24 years, but four and twemiylion
years! Yes, and forever and forever, for His yakeasy, and His burden is light. It is said of ltes
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brews, “If they had been mindful of the countryrfravhich they came out, they had opportunity to re-
turn.” And so have we! But will we return to thenthof destruction? Will we go back unto perdition?
Will we renounce our Lord? No, by God’s grace mmat be! We are bound for the land of Canaan, and
to Canaan we will go! Wandering hearts we have,diihe grace still holds them fast, and our prayer
is—

“Prone to wander, Lord, we feel it,

Prone to leave the God we love.

Here's our heart, Lord, take and seal it,

Seal it from Your courts above.”
Well, then, since we might go free if we would, mish not to do so, we are willing to declare befor
the judges—that is, before the public here asseaintdright, who shall be our judges—that though
quite able to go free, (we say it plainly and withetammering)we have not the remotest wish to do so!
If the service of Christ has been a fetter, Lonat, gn double fetters! If Your service has been adyo
Lord, tie us up, hand and foot, for, to us, bondag€ou is the only perfect liberty! Yes, if it muse so,
we will say it here—

“Tis done! The great transaction’s done!

| am my Lord’s, and He is mine!

He drew me, and | followed on,

Charmed to obey the voice divine.”
And we will add the words—

“High heaven that heard the solemn vow,

That voice renewed shall daily hear,

Till in life’s last hour we bow,

And bless in death a bond so dear!”
We are willing to say it publicly and plainly, amee are willing to take the consequences, to@ we?
That is the question! If we mean to be Christ’srasts forever, we must expect to have special tesub
such as the world knows nothing of. The boring wf ear is a special pain, but both ears are ready f
the awl! The Lord’s service involves peculiar tsiglor He has told us, “Every branch that bears He
purges it.” Are we willing to take the purging? Wisan is there whom his father chastens not? Are we
willing to take the chastening? Yes, we would daldtely say, “Whatever it is, we will bear it, smg
as the Lord will keep us, and help us to remaitihfai.” We dare not run away from His service! Waul
not, could not—and nothing can drive us to absdomah His house or His work, for exulting in perse-
vering grace, we venture to say, “Who shall sepauat from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord?” We will bear the boring of the ear! Paphk it will come in the shape of more reproach from
men; some of us have had a very fair share of #mat,have been tolerably well abused up till nowt, b
none of these things move us! Will there be cruelecking between here and heaven? No doubt there
willl Then let them come and welcome! My solemngmgral declaration at this hour is—

“If on my face for Your dear name

Shame and reproach shall be,

I'll hail reproach and welcome shame,

For You'll remember me.”

Do you not say the same, beloved? Will you notes€hrist without any conditions, at all hazards?
Will you not follow Him through the mire, and thrglu the slough, and up the bleak side of the midf a
along the crest of the field where the battle ragest fiercely? Yes, that we will, if but divineage is
given; if the Holy Spirit will abide in us! Do yomot desire to follow the Lamb where ever He goes? D
you shrink from the supreme sacrifice? Do you woglto abide faithful though all should forsake the
truth? Yes, we desire perpetual servitude to Ghairstl to bear whatever that involves. | speak death
of every lover of Christ when | say we do not wémtserve Christ dittle—we wish to serve Him
much—and the more He will give us to do, the bettershall love Him! Yes, and the more He will give
us to bear for His dear sake, if He will give usresponding grace, the more will we rejoice! Tigaai
great life which is greatly useful, or greatly srfhg, or greatly laborious for Jesus Christ thei@4a
Do you not feel in your inmost souls that insteddvishing to be set free, you wish to plunge deeper
into this blessed bondage—to bear in your bodyntlagks of the Lord Jesus—and to be His branded
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slaves forever? Is not this the perfect freedomdeaire? So, then, there is the first point—ournahof
perpetual service!

II. Now, secondly, OUR REASONS FOR IT. A man ought avdra reason for so weighty a deci-
sion as this! We have served our Master, now, foy€ars, and do not want to change, but should like
to live with Him, and die with Him, and live forevavith Him! We speak boldly on a very weighty
business. What reasons can we give for such detadegiage? Well, first, we can give some reasons
connected with Him. The servant in our text who ldawot accept his liberty, said, “I love my master.
Can we say that? | cannot feel content with mesalying it. It is true, true, true! But if | were begin
to talk of how I love Him, or how dughtto love Him, | would break down altogether tonigaven now
| choke with emotion; | can feel love in my hedtit my heart is too full for expression. Oh, what a
blessed Master He idlotlove Him? My whole nature heaves with affectiondm! Who can help but
love Him? Look at His wounds, and you must love Hirgou have been redeemed; look at the great
gash which reached His heart, where flowed the maatd the blood to be, for your sin, the doublestur
Could you fail to love Him? | mean Jesus Christ vded for you, and bought you, not with silver and
gold, but with His own pangs, and griefs, and bipsdeat, and death! Leave Him?

O Savior, let us not be such devils as to leave, Yauworse than demons should we be if we could
apostatize from such a sweet Master as You areloweour Master, for He has bought us, and saved
us from the miseries of hell! And we love Him besathere never was such a Master, so good, so ten-
der, so royal, so inconceivably lovely, and sogsdtber glorious! Our Lord is perfection, itself,datie
whole universe cannot produce His equal! We canout praise the stars, for we have seen the sun; we
could not take up with the mean things of earth,tfi@ Lord of heaven has looked upon us, and one
glance of His eyes has enamored us of Him forendrfarever. Want to leave the service of Jesus? By
no means! No such wish crosses our soul! Beloveuh Isure you have no desire to change Masters,
have you? Are you not abundantly well-pleased Wiik treatment of you? When a servant comes up
from the country to take a situation in town, if @es back to the village, his old friends comencbu
him, and they say, “Well, John, how did you fine thervice? Did your master treat you well? Was the
work very hard? Were you well-fed, and well-clotAgdNow, Christian people, | am not going to talk
for you, but you shall talk for yourselves to youefrds and kinsfolk—answer for yourselves their vari-
ous questions. If you can find any fault with Jesal them of it! Say whether He has ever treated
badly, and if He has, report it to the entire wpdd not allow any to be led into a bad servicgai
have found it to be such.

As for me, there was never a worse servant, butmservant had a better Master than | have! He
has borne with my ill manners, and treated me dike of His own family! | have been, at times, adlea
weight to His household, but He has never giveramaugh word’ “My cup runs over. Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my lif@dnight | must, even though | may be thought egoti
tical, speak of His loving-kindness towards me. mtyefour years ago | was a lad in jackets, and |
walked into the open river on a cold May day tobbetized into the name of Jesus as timid and timor-
ous a youth as you well might see! But when | fogm that water, the fear of man was gone from my
mind! For the first time, that night | prayed aéthrayer meeting, and this tongue has never seased
to talk of His dear love—

“Before since by faith | saw the stream

His flowing wounds supply,

Redeeming love has been my theme,

And shall be till | die.”
Now see what my Lord has done for me! If anyone $&d to me, “Twenty-four years from this time
you will preach to a vast crowd, and will have &pal children whose number cannot be told,” | rreve
could have believed it! It would have seemed imjimdsghat such a thing could be! Yet so it is! His
right hand has done wonderful things for me, andheart reverently extols Him! Glory be unto His
name forever and forevermore! Leave my Master? {Gfarglorious Lord that no such base and loath-
some thought may even alight upon my breast! Nar Master, | am Yours forever! Let me kiss Your
feet again, and be forever bound to You by newsofdyour love!

Well, my brothers and sisters, the Lord has tebgtmu kindly, has He not? Come, speak for your-
selves! You could rise and tell stories, in theimoway, equally as remarkable as mine, and youdcoul
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wind up, each one, by saying, “I love my Mastecahnot help but love Him!” The servant in our text,
who would not go free, plainly declared that heeld\his wife, so that there are reasons connected no
only with his master, but with those in his mastdrbuse, which detain each servant of Jesus inyhapp
bondage! Beloved, some of us could not leave Jemispnly because of what He is, but because of
some who are very dear to us that are in His sertiow could | leave my mother’s God? How could |
leave my father’'s God, my grandfather's God, andgmat-grandfather's God? My brothers and sisters,
how could | leaveyour God, to be separated from you, whom | have lowetbsg, so well? Husband,
tender and affectionate, could you leave your sif@od? Wife, could you forsake the God of those
dear babies in heaven? They are resting thereeobrdast of Jesus, and you hope to see them soon—do
you not love Jesus for the sake of those who omstiad in your bosom? Yes, and it is not merely
earthly relationship that binds us thus, but we lallethe people of God because of our relationship in
Christ! Truly we can say of His church, “Here mysb#&iends, my kindred dwell.” Some of the dearest
associations we have ever formed commenced abtteof the cross! Our best friends are those with
whom we go up to the house of God in company; wigst of the friends that some of us have on earth
we won through our being one in Jesus Christ! Amdmean to stand fast for the grand old cause, and
the old gospel, for the sake not only of Christ, &fuHis people—

“Now, for my friends and brethren’s sake,

Peace be in you, I'll say

And for the sake of God our Lord

I'll seek your good always.”

“Because | love my wife and my children,” says than, “I cannot go out free.” And so say we!
Besides, let me add there are some of us who neegt to Christ because we have children in His fami-
ly whom we could not leave—dear ones who firstredrof Christ from us. Many in this place were
first led to the Lord by our teaching, and by otayers; we could not run away from them—their Igvin
prayers hold us fast! In them the Lord has holdrups by new ties! You do not find a woman leaves
her husband, as a rule, when there are seven lar lgtte children at home; no and no man can leave
Christ who has been spiritually fruitful—the seafshis ministry seal anew the indentures which bind
him to his Lord! The successful pastor will be kégthful; he must stand fast by the church, andhgy
church’s head, when there are children begottea him by the power of the Holy Spirit through faith
in the gospel of Jesus Christ! There are also reasdny we cannot forsake our Lord which arise dut o
ourselves. And the first is that reason which Pieto be so powerful. His Master said, “Will yoal-

S0, go away?” Peter answered by another questeosaid, “Lord, to whom shall we go?” Ah, Christian,
there is no way for you but to go straight on tave, for where would you go? Where etseild you

go? Some of us are so thoroughly identified wittudeand His gospel that the world would have noth-
ing to do with us if we were to ask its friendshipe are committed too much to our Master ever to
reckon upon receiving love and friendship from féiss; we have given the world too many slaps in the
face to be forgiven by it; we have crossed the Bauiand there remains nothing for us but victary o
death!

Where could a poor wretch hide, who has been akmeNvn minister of the gospel, should he apos-
tatize? Where could he dwell? Should he journethtoends of the earth, some would remember his
name and say, “When did you last apostatize?” énrémotest regions of the globe some would jeering-
ly say to him, “Have you fallen; have you gone a8idWhere could we go, then? Waistcleave to
Christ! It is of necessity we must! Anghyshould we go? Come, brothers, can you find anyoreagy
we should leave Jesus Christ? Can you come up omif? As my imaginative faculty is not strong
enough, | will not attempt it. | can see a milli@asons focleavingto Him, but not an iota of a reason
for leaving Him. Andwhenshouldany who love Him leave Him, if we must leave Him? Leadim
while we are young? It is then that we need Hinbgdhe guide of our youth! Leave Him when we are
in middle life? Why, then it is we need Him to help to bear our cross, lest we sink under our daily
load! Leave Him in old age? Ah, no! It is then veguire Him to cheer our declining hours! Leave Him
in life? How could we live without Him? Leave Him death? How could we die without Him? No, we
must cling to Him; we must follow Him where ever lgees. These are a few of the reasons why we
would be His servants forever.
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lIl. In the last place, | want to bore your ear. Do yoean to be bound for life? Christians, do you
really mean it? Come, sit down and count the @, if you mean it, come and welcome! There is the
standard! The blood-red cross waves at the top @fill you now, in cold blood, enlist for life? Evy
person who wishes to desert may go home; Christsvam pressured Christians! Ho, you volunteers!
Come here! We want you and none but you! The Leirds no slaves to dishonor His camp. Cowards,
you may go! Double-minded men, you may get to yteuats! But what do you say, you true believers?
Will you cleave to Him and His cause? Do you leapveard and say, “Never can we separate from Je-
sus! We give ourselves to Him for life, for dedfibr, time, and for eternity; we are His altogethada
forever!” Come, then, and have your ears bored!

And, first, let them be bored with the sharp awthed Savior’'s sufferingdNo story wrings a Chris-
tian’s heart with such anguish as the griefs andsaaf Christ. We preached, the other morning, upon
the crown of thorns(See #1168, Volume 20—THE CROWN OF THORNS—by trecg of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English, and §¥ahBh translations, visit: www.spurgeongems.@gyl it was our
task to bring before you the different items of &awvior’s griefs. Now, whenever you are hearingutbo
Him, you ought to say within yourself, “Ah, He igepcing my ear; He is fastening me to His cross; He
is marking me for Himself; | cannot forsake my hliegy Lord! His wounds attract me! | fly to Him
afresh! When the world would draw me off from Jedulind a central force drawing me back to His
dear heart; | must be Christ’s; His suffering haswwne; the bleeding Lamb enthralls me; | am His, by
His grace, and His forever!” That is one way of kiag the ear.

Next, let your ear be fastened thye truth of Godso that you are determined to hear only the gospel
The gospel ought to monopolize the believer's e@mne professors can hear any stuff in the entire
world if it is prettily put, and so long as the miara “clever” man (I think that is the word). Wherey
hear a preacher of whom they can say, “He is viewec, very clever!” they appear perfectly satigfie
whether the man’s doctrine is good or bad. Nowtisin's foolishness? What does it matter about a
man’s being clever? Satan is clever! And every tgti@af is clever! There is nothing in cleverness t
gain the approval of spiritual mind! | pray God to give every one of you an dwat twill not hear false
doctrine! | do not think we ought to blame a marovgets up and goes out of a place of worship when
he hears the truth of God denied; | think we ougdther, to commend him! There is a great deahaf t
soft, willow-pattern style of man about nowadayst & man talk loudly and prettily, and many hearers
will believe anything he says. Dear brothers astess, we must have discernment, or we shall bedfou
aiding and abetting error! “My sheep,” says Chriegar My voice, and a stranger they will not fello
for they know not the voice of strangers.” Nowydu mean to be Christ's forever, you must not allow
that ear of yours to hear bad doctrine! You muset tzare that, knowing the truth of God, you holdtto
and renounce every false way! Do not make youmeaymmon sewer into which foul doctrine may be
poured, in hope that afterwards Jesus Christ maentalean again. “Take care what you hear” is one
of the precepts of infinite wisdom—Iet it not f&l impress your souls.

Furthermore, if you really give yourself to Chriggu must have your ears opened to hear and obey
the whispers ofhe Spirit of Godso that you yield to His teaching, and to His k#ag, only. | am afraid
some Christians give their ears to an eminent pexa@and follow him whichever way he goes, very
much to their own injury. The right thing is to leto the Spirit of God. Which way the Scripture
goes—that is the way for you to go! And though wean angel from heaven, preach to you any other
gospel than what this sacred Book contains—thougist we may not be accursed if we do it in igno-
rance—yet, certainly, you will be accursed if, kimiogvit to be wrong, you follow us in preference to
following the Lord! Let your ears be open to thenfast monitions of the Holy Spirit! There would be
an end to all the sects and divisions in the chifrah Christians were willing to do what the HdBpirit
tells them. Alas, there are many people who dowaott to know too much of the mind of God; what the
Bible says is no great concern of theirs becausggps, that may not say quite the same thingeas th
prayer book—and they had rather not be disturbedem minds. Perhaps the Bible may not confirm all
the teachings of their sect, and therefore theyeleiunread, for they had rather not be perplexad.
brothers and sisters, let names, parties, prayekdyaatechisms, and everything else go to the dogs
sooner than one word of Jesus be neglected! Lgivesourselves up to the Spirit of God, and to the
teaching of His own Word, for as Christ’s servaots, ears have been pierced!
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Your ear has thus been bored with three awls, ane of them has pained you. Many young wom-
en have had their ears pierced—I do not know whetheirt them or not. | do not suppose that the op
eration described in the text pained the man mtiebygh there was a little blood lost, perhaps, when
the awl went through the lobe of the ear. | will y®u what some would do with their ears if thegre
pierced. | would not do it with mine, but an ori@ntvould be sure to do it. What would he do? Why, p
aring in it, and hang it with ornaments! When ai€itan has his ears bored to belong to Christviere
and ever, God will be sure to put a jewel in it fiim! And what jewels ought to hang in the Christa
ear? Why, the jewel adbediencePractice the doctrine which your ear has hear@nTthere would fol-
low the diamond ojoy—the ear which belongs wholly to Jesus will be garke adorned with the jewel
of the Spirit, which is joy! If we give our heanp @io Christ, He will hang in our ear many costlyrgeof
knowledge—we shall know the deep things of God when we atkng to learn them. The ear being
pierced, we shall sit like children at Jesus’ faetl learn of Him; and rubies, and emeralds, andgea
such as deep-sea fisheries never knew, shall bétong! And our ear will be hung with the priceless
gem of “quickness of understanding in the fearhef tord.” “He wakens me morning by morning; He
opened my ear to hear as the learned.” Therewilohang that precious gem skparationfrom the
world. The distinguishing mark of, “Holiness unto the dgrwill be in the Christian’s ear like a pre-
cious jewel of inestimable price!

When they were selling the Duke of Brunswick’s gahmes other day, they found that ever so many
of them were not what they were supposed to be—ddedguarded them with great care, and scarcely
had enjoyed a happy hour in the great anxiety iwhaluables—and yet some of them were not worth
the keeping! If you will give yourself to Christnha if your ear is bored, these precious graceshwhic
have mentioned will be pearls of exceedingly gmmate—such as angels might envy your wearing!
There, young women, put these jewels in your eard,nobody will blame you for wearing such goodly
ornaments! There, good man, you, also, may go mitfs in your ears if these are the rings, andehes
are the gems—and you will not be thought foolistdyMhe Lord give them to you! As you come to the
communion table, come with this feeling—"l am goitigere to renew my covenant; | have been a
Christian these many years; by His grace | lovelaryl better than ever | did, and | will, therefoded-
icate myself to Him again.”

And now, you unconverted people, do you think lhggoken the truth? If my Master had behaved
badly to me, | would have run away from Him longphbwould not stand here to tell you that He was a
good Master if He were not! But, since He is sodyazh that you would say, “I would like to be ingHi
service.” Have you such a desire? Then, dear hreanember His own words, “Him that comes to Me, |
will in no wise cast out.” If you are willing to bdis, He is willing to have you! He is so greatrnPe
that He can maintain an endless company of serwvatlisut embarrassing Himself. There was never a
soul that needed Christ but what Christ neededsthialft Depend upon it, if you go to Him, He will-en
roll you among His household retainers, and altat gn honorable portion day by day. Seeking sinner,
believe in Jesus and live! God grant you grace&Ctmist’'s sake! Amen.
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