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“He will not always chide: neither will He keep Hianger forever.”
Psalm 103:9.

THIS verse has reference only to the children ofl. Githe psalm is for them; they alone can sing it,
and this statement concerns them only; for thisaeathat the wrath of the great judge of all theleis
removed from every true child of God. Our sins wiaird upon Jesus Christ, and He bore them for us;
the penalty due to us on account of them, or itsvadent, has been endured by Jesus Christ, owtisub
tute. Therefore, as before the throne of God tleer® accusation against a believer, the justicéad
has no anger towards him. “Though You were angti wie, Your anger is turned away and You com-
fort me,” is the proper language of every justifredn! But let it never be forgotten that in pursteof
His gracious plan, God, who has blotted out ouerdes as rebellious subjects, has now placed ais in
new relationship, for, bpdoptionand the new birth, we have become His children, lde is our Fa-
ther. Though He neitheannorwill ever summon us before the bar of His jurisdictather to charge
us with sin, or condemn us for it, inasmuch as d&urist has put that sin away, yet, as our Father,
exercises discipline among His family, and we, &s ¢tildren, are both chided and chastened for our
faults. The sword of justice no longer threatenshus the rod of parental correction is still ireushe
judge no longer condemns, but the Father chides+#kat son is he whom his father chastens not.”

Remember, then, that we are not about to speaklwviers under the law, or the anger arising out
of the breach thereof; by His grace we are quiarcfrom all the mire of that slough of legalitye\&re
about to treat of believers as the adopted, twarerlzhildren of God, and of the rule of the Lord’s
household, and the chiding and chastisement whigmecessary to it. The text seems to me to say two
things. FirstHe will chide;secondlyHe will not always chideneither will He keep His anger forever.

|. The text very plainly says to us who choose to te&tE WILL CHIDE. It is implied that He will
beangry, otherwise it were not necessary to say that, “lllenet keep His anger foreverWhy will He
chide?There are many answers, but we can mention ofdywaHe will chide His own dearly beloved
children, first, because if He did not do so it Webseem like winking at sin. Eli did not restraiis sons
or chasten them as he should have done, and, aher@gidgments fell upon his house. God is not-fool
ishly gentle like that aged priest; He will soralyite His children if they follow iniquity. Davidad
never displeased Adonijah at any time in sayinghiMdave you done so?” And therefore on his death-
bed the old man heard the news that his much-ieduspn was seeking to snatch the crown from Solo-
mon, his appointed heir! God is no indulgent DaVié; does not spare His children the chidings due to
their sins. “The Lord your God is a jealous Goadh"His people, sin is sin, and even yet more heinous
than in those who are outside of the family, seéag they sin against greater light and greatee lof
God! Sin is in the elect of God exceedingly sinthle Lord regards it as an intolerable evil whicis H
soul hates; it must be cleansed as by burningH&®will bring His people through the fire and refin
them as silver is refined. Has He not said of Hissen, “You only have | known of all the familiek o
the earth, therefore | will punish you for yourduities™ A man may suffer a stranger’s child to do
many wrong things without laying his hand upon hiout he makes his own child to smart if he dares to
disobey.

God chastens and chides His children, next, bedatedid not, others of the family would follow
their evil; example. If | knew a man who lived imsand yet enjoyed the light of God’s countenance,
should I not naturally conclude that I, also, miag las he does, and yet walk in the light as Gad ike
light? If we had heard of David’s sin with Bathshednd had never read of his horror of soul, higdmo
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bones and bleeding heart, would we not have irdetliat we, also, might fall into the same filthisges
and find it a very small matter to return into thay of righteousness again? Every father among you
knows that he has often to chasten his child’slEdthvior; not only for its own sake, but for th&esaf

the younger children, for if the fault were oveited they might come to do the same. Sometimes a
frown which might have been spared the individeahsidered by him, must be put upon the parent’s
face for the sake of brothers and sisters, lestsheuld fall into the same fault. Remember thatltbrd

has a large family, and like a wise father He cd&rs the interests of all; consequently He doesahot
low sin to go unchided, lest it breed folly in otsleMoreover, the world outside the regeneratedlfam
looks on with unfriendly eyes; if the erring chidd God were never chided or chastened, then would
worldlings say, “What does it matter that God dera®s sin in us, when He winks at it in His own fami
ly?”

Would we not say of a minister who preached hoinesit who allowed his own sons to indulge in
vice, “Why is it that he does not begin at home®itInot natural for us to think that those who iare
real earnest for piety and holiness will be surshow it by the way in which they restrain theirrow
children, and conduct the affairs of their own hesu# we see that a Christian man’s daughtershere t
wildest of the group, and the most frivolous of tHeolous, do we not say at once, “What a pitysit
that he speaks about evil in others, and yet doeset his own house in order’? It is mentionemas
essential qualification for a pastor that “he rulesgl his own house; for if a man knows not howute
his own house, how shall he take care of the Chafchod?” Of the deacons, also, it is said thay the
must “rule their children and their own houses Wwétbm which we gather that a man who cannot gov-
ern his children can never be anything but a raak-soldier of Christ; a poor, feeble Christiahest!

Now, shall it ever be said that the great FatheBSpifits does not enforce discipline in His own
house? Will the greatest of all householders alkote be whispered throughout the world that He al-
lows His favorites to do as they please, and Hidirdgs to indulge in sin without chiding them? God
forbid! It must not be so imagined! What says thesdle Paul in Hebrews? “Even our God is a consum-
ing fire.” He does not say that God, out of Christa consuming fire, for God in Christasr God—and
in that character He is a consuming fire, burninthwnfinite jealousy against sin! The terrified gor
crites in Zion, who are spoken of by Isaiah, askédrd question, but it is one which we must answer
“Who among us shall dwell with that devouring fileho among us shall dwell with everlasting burn-
ings?” Only he can so dwell who “walks righteouahyd speaks uprightly,” “but he shall dwell on high,
his place of defense shall be the munitions of sptks bread shall be given him, his waters shall b
sure” (Isa 33:14-16). It is not possible for thedd holy Jehovah to act otherwise towards sin th&n
fire to feel, hence those who dwell with Him must jpure! God must, for the outside world’s sake,
judge among His own people, separating the predious the vile, and passing even the precious gold
through the fire to cleanse it from its dross—tmuaking His people to be a holy people, separatéal un
His fear. His fire is in Zion, and His furnace erdsalem. Judgment begins at the house of God.

But, beloved, there is another reason which moeglyeoncerns ourselves—God must chide us
when we do evil, for our own sakes, or else théwwould lie festering in us, breeding | know notath
of deadly mischief! Often we do not know sin todae till the Lord chides us for it, or we do notrpe
ceive the high degree of its sinfulness till werhidé solemn tones rebuking us lovingly but sharply
that we may be sound in His fear. This divine Qfgdiays open the sore which otherwise might have
worked inwardly to mortal sickness. Besides, ifwere not chided, one fault would lead to anothad
we should go from bad to worse. That gradual deakhich saps the bodily constitution of many would
happen to ousouls—and we would fall little by little. Gray hairs walibe upon us here and there—and
we would not know it. The Lord reins us up, whem sieps are almost gone, and gives us a sharp blow
such as a skillful driver deals to a stumbling lebsnd then we run more carefully, pick up our feet
the dangerous pathway, and so hold on and holdootite end. It is necessary, beloved, and for our
good, that we should bear His chiding, else sinldjobefore long, pierce us through with many sor-
rows! | am never afraid for my brothers and sistgh® have many troubles, but | often tremble for
those whose career is prosperous; to be emptiedvessel to vessel with trouble is often the besigt
which can befall us, but to stand at ease tillldes subside, and yet be there, is the greategedan
Christians in these days! The dregs of sin fath® bottom out of sight because we are not agitayed
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them, and then we get the notion that we are whefiped and clear from sin—when it is only because
we are not stirred that our impurities do not tisghe surface! brothers and sisters, it is goothes
times, to be stirred up with a temptation that yoay see what a hell there is in the depravity afryo
nature, and what a fiend you are apart from theggad God! This humbles you, drives you to prayer,
and makes you cry out for real purity—and so & islessed thing! But to have ease and freedom from
toil, never to have your temper tried, never toengour patience exercised; to have a long period of
prosperity is often to breed in you an estimatgafrself which is totally false. You are no bettiean
other men, but you happen not to be as much temgeother men, and so you become conceited,
which is one of the most grievous of calamities!

Now, the Lord can see the residue which we do eef He knows what lees are at the bottom of the
vessel, and, therefore, He chides us, tells usiosecret faults, and makes our faces to be suffus
blushes, though just before this we were full df-erultation! Remember, also, that while sin woliél
in us and fester, and we should also grow conceftednay be sure that we would never attain anly hig
position in grace if it were not for the chidingstioe Lord. His rebukes throw us on our faces betbe
cross, and we are then nearer heaven than at haytohe! Beloved, if we become satisfied with what
we are, we shall cease to struggle after anythiegter—and become stunted professors! There is grave
cause in every one of us for dissatisfaction witin @ondition from one point of view or another, and
therefore, it is a thousand mercies for the divieyggroofs for our weakness of faith, for the coldnet
our love, for the distance of our walk with Him! &hord’s corrections are the thorns in our nestcwhi
make us soar towards heaven! His chiding showsiugmptiness, and leads us to apply to the fullness
which is prepared for us.

| cannot, however, stop to show you many more ef\ise, tender, fatherly, gracious reasons why
the Lord chides His people, but | will answer amothuestionHow does He do itPanswer, sometimes
He rebukes His people by the sin itself; they soand He lets them reap it! There is no more fittiet-
ribution than for the backslider in heart to béetll with his own ways; if you sow wild oats theyllwi
make bitter cakes when they are reaped and ground-y@u are made to eat them! The Lord treats us
as Aaron treated Israel; he took their golden aalf ground it to powder, strewed it on the wateat an
made them drink it! Very sharp and burning is tbeaoction made from our darling sins; more bitter
than gall is the wine which flows from the grapédransgression. Sin'sesultis its punishment! Abra-
ham’s unbelief chastened itself when he found hie t&ken by the Philistine king. A worse casehiatt
of Lot; he did not keep the separated path as gatdo have done, but chose to dwell with the mien o
Sodom. And when he saw all his property destroyedhk flames which fell from heaven; when his
sons-in-law perished, and his wife was turned anfallar of salt; he must have seen in his sorrtves
very image of his sins! Who brought this upon ybot? Who made you what you are? What but your
worldliness? And who but yourself, in your greedipice of the well-watered plain of Sodom, and your
forsaking of the pilgrim walk with God?

Child of eternal love, your God will gather twigsr fHis rod out of your own garden! Like Gideon,
He will chastise you with thorns and briers, anosthsharp teachers He will gather from the neglecte
corner of the field which you should have cultivhfer your Lord! Frequently He chastens His people
by His providence. Chastisements come to us threiggmess of body and depression of spirit, logses
business or failures of enterprise; trouble infemaily or attacks from the outside world may beesth
ways, but here we must be careful to discriminfateall trials arenot chastisements—many are sent as
tests of integrity, or illustrations of faith; sorage sent to afford us opportunities of winningvens for
Christ, and honor for Him! In fact, trials may kegarded very often as great favors and specialgyiv
es! “Whom the Lord loves He chastens,” and, “Evergnch that bears fruit He purges it, that it may
bring forth more fruit.” You must not think, becaugou are afflicted, that you have been more sinful
than others, for it may be you are more belovedbulation is often a graciougward for faithfulness,
affording, as it does an opportunity for the exsganf yet higher virtue! Yet many troublase manifest-
ly chastisements. When Rebekah saw her darlingisean away from his father’s house, was not that a
chastisement for her teaching him lies? When atieshes Jacob found himself deceived by Laban, what
was that but a chastisement for the deceit whichatepracticed against his brother Esau? God'siprov
dence is disciplinary towards His own householdyiba sin was followed by a pestilence; Hezekiah’s
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proud display of his riches to the Babylonian anshdsrs brought on captivity; Asa’s transgression
caused the rest of his life to be troubled withsv# happy life can be changed into one of careadnd
fliction by careless living, for God may order allents for the correction of His rebellious chiilit

the Lord as often chides His people by the with@dawf privileges! Full assurance is one of thetfirs
blessings taken from those who wander—faith buingyd and those who could once read their title
clear, now spell it out with many questions by akimg lamp, whose light is but a glimmer! They for-
merly could say, “I know.” Now they can barely ctyhope.” Their faith is weak because it does not
now lie in the same atmosphere, since the manddste of God has ceased to shine upon them.

The Lord also denies His blessing to the meangsaxfeg and they become wells without water, and
clouds without rain. The sermon is not sweet aséd to be; even the Bible is not as comfortingeas
fore; the joyous assemblies are now sorrowful félasts are turned to fasts, the Bethels to Bochtnes,
hymns to howls. The wail of the mourner will be, tkat it was with me as in months past, when the
candle of the Lord shone round about me.” Privadggr soon becomes weariness, and all the exercises
of secret devotion are carried on as matteidudy rather than as sources of enjoyment. The Fatker al
chides His children by taking from them their felhip with Himself. They dare no longer sing, “My
Beloved is mine, and | am His.” Their cry is, “Whdras my Beloved gone, that | may seek Him?” At
the Lord’s Table the emblems are no longer gatgseafl to admit to the secret chambers of the King!
The beloved is gone and the sun is eclipsed; new #éine in the dark, though once they basked in the
sunlight. Some here know all about this, and théytell you that there is no worse chastening tian
be deserted of God, and deprived of His preseresmi

Then there will happen to you a great withdrawapaiver in prayer; you used to ask and have, but
now you are made to wait and knock long and loddreethe gate opens to you. Once you were such a
favorite with the King that when you had His easuyspoke to Him for your child, and that child’suso
was given to you! You sought favors and they camb@ your bosom at once; you told the Well-beloved
your daily troubles with sweet familiarity, and yherere all relieved at once! Whatever you asked in
prayer, you received, because you kept His commantinbut now you have walked contrary to Him,
and He walks contrary to you! The heavens are asskabove you, and your prayer comes back to you
unanswered! Thus does the Lord chide you. It happaiso, that the erring Christian’s influence over
others fades away. “When a man’s ways please tha#y He makes even his enemies to be at peace with
him.” But when he gets out of step with God, higrares take license to rage! Look at David! Did not
the Lord let loose upon him that cursing Shimed apen the mouth of Sheba, the son of Bichri, be-
cause he had sinned? As for Solomon, the great Wwhgt cause had he to be afraid of Jeroboam, the
son of Nebat, or Hadad the Edomite, or Rezon of &mus—until the day when he had cause to be
afraid of his offended God? The lions are chairedfaniel, “the man greatly beloved,” but they lirea
loose upon the man who follows afar off, and rgaoruhim till he denies his Master! At times the d.or
will chasten His servants by taking away all the&iccess in service. They preached and souls were
saved, but now they preach and there are no caowslsThey went to the Sunday school class and the
children’s hearts were melted while they taughisihot so now. Barrenness has fallen upon alk thei
fields; their land is sown with salt; their vinergets her fruit, for the Lord has said, “Inasmushyau
have left Me and sinned against Me, | also wilviegou to your devices till you mourn and repent a
turn unto Me.” May my Lord never thus chidee— would choose any plague rather than that of bar-
renness!

Moreover, our heavenly Father chides by His HolyriSgMany of us know what it is for the Spirit
of God to speak softly in our hearts and tell ushage done wrong the very moment we have trans-
gressed; and happy is that man who bows beforevtheg, for he will thus escape the rod, since the
Lord never comes to blows when words will suffigéle Spirit of God often sends home the reproofs of
Scripture to our hearts; while we are reading thed\of God we feel that it searches us and rebukkes
So, also, the Lord will employ His ministers to adius; little is that ministry worth which neveriadés
you! If God never uses His minister as a rod, ddpgwon it, He will never use him as a pot of manna,
for the rod of Aaron and the pot of manna alwaysogether—and he who is God’s true servant will be
both to your soul! The Lord will also chide youdhgh your own conscience, causing you to judge and
condemn yourself! The Spirit of God will quickenwaunderstanding, and then it will be said of ysu a
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of David, “David’'s heart smote him.” It is hard tmig when the heart smites, for it comes to suosel
guarters! But blessed is that man who can thusobeaed, for it is a sad sign when conscienceas t
dead to be of any service in this direction! | eed our heavenly Father, at times, chides His geopl
through church discipline. | do not mean the disegcarried on by us through the minister, deacons
and the church itself; | refer to that solemn chulcscipline which goes on in the churches, anaftisn
unobserved. Paul said of the disorders in the @oan church, “For this cause many are weak and sic
ly among you, and many sleep. But if we would judgeselves, we should not be judged; but when we
are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, thathwald not be condemned with the world.” Now, there
IS no reason to believe that these visitationdefltord upon the churches have ceased.

Indeed, | am persuaded they have not! | have dsesetwho have walked inconsistently in this
place die, one after another; when their incons@és have not been such as | could touch, but asich
have grieved the children of God, the Lord has, $til) executed discipline! Many cases which | shall
never relate are written down in the tablets ofrmgmory with this verdict, “Removed by the disciglin
of God.” | have seen others blighted in fortuneastened in body, and especially depressed in sgirit
the result of grieving the Spirit of God in the attu Church sins, such as injure peace and uraty,pd
en zeal and enterprise, or hinder prayer, or grieg men, are surely visited with stripes! Theseo
need for us to root up the tares, for the SpiriGofl does it by His own processes! That same Spatt
was in Peter, and smote Ananias and Sapphiraillisnsthe church, not destroyingouls, but taking
awaylife or healthas a solemn discipline upon grave offenses beffemdeach of human jurisdiction! |
do not say that it is so &l churches, for some churches are barely church€sgt at all! But when a
church lives in the light of God, and when the Lbidsses that church and the Spirit of God is there
discipline from God will be decisive, for the Loislvery jealous for His hame in such places! Depend
upon it, one of the most awful conditions a man lealu, while it is also one of the most blessedpis
be in membership with a church that is much loved smiled upon by God—for there is a searching
wind of discipline sweeping through it continuatlfya more solemn kind than | shall care furthedee
scribe just now.

Now let us askwhen does God chiddAwill answer very briefly, that He does not chifbe every
sin; His word chides for every sin, but | mean tt&tlord does not, for every fault, actually chasten us
in the sense here intended. He is angry when hasimot been mourned over and repented of. When it
is known to be sin and yet committed again; whehriéatens to become chronic, so that the man will
continue in it and it will become habitual, He iges to chide! When a sin has special flagrancy atpu
when it indulges the grosser lusts, or some utisshitemptible passion, or is associated with paide
presumption, He is sure to chide. Surely, alsowierebuke when the opulence follows upon high
privileges; if you lie in God’s bosom, you must aathat you do not offend; a common subject may do
without punishment, but he who is the King’s fa@nnust not even think of it! We will take remarks
from strangers that would wound us terribly if tregme from those we love or from friends; if yoe ar
among the King’s courtiers, He will watch your walith a jealous eye! Chiding is sure to come when
the offender is not in circumstances which wouldggast an excuse for his fault, such as a suddep-tem
tation, or a fierce trial. Anything like a delibé&gaact of sin is certain to bring down the Fathariger!

When the poor man in his extremity acts as he shiool to gain bread for his babies, God will nev-
er view his offense in the same light as the giifatle man of wealth. Is not that an incidentastesof
Nathan’s parable in which the rich man’s many fla@ggravate his robbery of the poor man’s ewe
lamb? Brethren, the sin which in me may be vergwgus might be comparatively overlooked in you.
And the sin which in you is pestilent before higlatien, might be far less grievous in another brothe
whose circumstances are less favorable than yadrsse temptations are stronger, and whose natural
temperament, perhaps, may have a weakness initbatiah. Anyway, the Lord does chasten His peo-
ple, and displays both His wisdom and love in simglo

Il. We have been gazing at the black cloud; now Idbok at the silver lining. Here is the text, it-
self, in its sweetness—“HE WILL NOT ALWAYS CHIDEWhat does that mean? It means that He
will not chide for every fault. Of course, as | eaalready said, His Word chides even a sitifalghtin
His people, but the Lord does not fall to blows @i He does not grow angry so that we feel His a
ger for every fault, but only for some, otherwise Would be chiding every minute! It means, toot tha
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He does not chide long. Oh, how often does Heghgte for a moment, and then He has done, like a
mother who speaks an angry word to her child asss it the next minute—

“He will not always chide,

And when His strokes are felt,

His strokes are fewer than our crimes,

And lighter than our guilt.”

It means, again, that He does not hold any grddbest is the real meaning of the second clause.
The words, “His anger,” are in italics; they ardé mothe Hebrew; they are supplied by our transtato
complete the sense. It means just this, “Neithdrig keep a grudge against us.” Many will sayfdi-
give you,” but you know very well what sort of favgness it is! They pardon you because they cannot
help themselves, and they forgive until the firgportunity comes of showing their spite. Not sohwit
God! He has no grudge against His children; Heesrtlhem and has done with it! Whenever God uses a
rod on His children, He always burns it as soorl@tas done with it! He does not put it up by the m
ror as | have seen it in some families, but Herdgstit, for He hates the sight of it. Thus He uSexh-
nacherib as a rod, and then He broke him in piedesused Babylon for the same purpose, and then
blotted it out of existence! He employed Assyrisoabut He destroyed her power. The rod reminds
Him of His children’s cries, and He cannot endure i

The text especially means that there is no etesmath for a child of God. He may be angry with
me, but my soul, in her deepest agony, clutchékisathought, “He will notalwayschide, neither will
He keep His anger forever.” Anger forever is fag tingodly! Oh, you unconverted ones; \Wid keep
His anger forever against you! So long as God’sdwsrto be understood as it stands, we shall believ
that as surely as His love is everlasting, so sWiath eternal against the impenitent! He willgké&s
wrath forever againstou, but not against believers! Blessed be His namenvthe rod makes the blu-
est welts, we may still rejoice that He will noaglus, “neither will He keep His anger foreverrmay
lie tossing on the bed of pain, but | shall nevakenmy bed in hell' I may be brought to povertyt bu
not to perdition! | may suffer loss, but | shallthmyself, be lost eternally! What a comfort issthihe
positive meaning of the text is that the Lord veition leave off chiding—buwhen will He leave off
chiding? Beloved, He will refrain from chastening when wegimrepenting—when we come to tears—
thenHe will cease from rebukes! He wants to make @stlse sin and mourn it, and then will He cease
to see it and forgive it!

He will chide till we come to Jesus Christ as wmeaat first. When He brings us to our knees with,
“God be merciful to me, a sinner,” He will no ma@end us away unheard than He sent the publican
away unblest. Go, poor prodigal, and weep your &sibn into your Father's bosom—and He will not
make mention of chiding, for He forgives graciouahd upbraids not. He will chide us till we forsake
our sin; the rod and our backs will never partdulr hearts and sin are separated. When we puidtoe
sin, there shall be an end to chastening! Ofteritnd will not refrain from chiding till the reswtof the
sin as well as the sin, itself, shall have beernoread. He will chasten us till our bad example shalle
been, in a measure, counteracted by our sorrowsinstance, David’s foul sin would have done great
mischief to the church, but David’s bitter repemtamas become a cure for that evil. When Christian
people are able to see that you have to suffersanmdw because of your sin, then, as far as they ar
concerned, God'’s reason for chiding you will hamdexl, and He will turn to you in His infinite Mercy

Do you inquire of mewhy is it that God will not always chide His pedpRiessed be God, there are
many reasons for it! One is because He does noh neeaonfuse chastisement with punishment! The
law is angryforever, but the gospel is full opity. God would not have His children treated as ifythe
were slaves—they have not come to Sinai, but ta!Ziboreover, if the Lordlid always chide, our spir-
its would fall before Him, for we would be crushatthen He rebukes, our beauty fades away like the
moth, and if He continued to do so we should dias lalways a sad thing, when a parent crushes a
child’s spirit, as is sometimes done, and the clildhade obedient and stupid, too. God will notsthu
injure His children, and, therefore, He will noivalys chide. To chide too much might lead to otles,s
for if the sin is love of pleasure, we might bedsd into despondency, unbelief, despair, and | knoiv
what! The great Father stays His hand, lest inimgiout one devil He should drive 10 in, as some pa
ents do. He will not always chide, lest His enensiesuld exult over His people, for they are always
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ready to say, “Aha, so we would have it.” The witkeorld is glad to exult over a chastened saint, bu
we can say, “Rejoice not ovaere,O my enemy, for the Lord will not always chide.&Has said, “For a
small moment have | forsaken you, but with greatayevill | gather you. In a little wrath I hid Myate
from you for a moment, but with everlasting kindn&gll | have mercy on you, says the Lord my Re-
deemer.” After all, remember that when God chaskiehildren, He loves them just as much as when
He caresses them; there is no change in Jehowales though there may be changes in His ways of
showing it!

It neverpleasesGod to chasten His children; He does not afflidtingly; when He sees His be-
loved broken down and humble, He is pleased witir thumility, but He grieves for theimisery
Judgment is His strange work; He delights to seepdiple rejoice—He is a happy God, and He loves
to have a happy people. Now, if he always chastémeni, they would be always wretched, and, there-
fore, He will not always chide lest the sweet uwif the Spirit, which are joy and peace, shoukkene
be brought forth in their souls! Beloved, are yainly chided this morning? Then let me give you this
word of good cheer—when you were a sinner, deahinand had no thought of Him or desire towards
Him, yet He came to you in His love. Do you thifatnow He will reject you? You whom He has
bought with blood? You who have lain in His bosoxtu who have known, in days gone by, sweet
fellowship with Him on the hill Mizer and the Hermites? Will He now forsake you? Oh no, He will
turn again! He will have compassion upon you, fbie will not always chide, and neither will He keep
His anger forever.”

And now, brothers and sisters learn the lessorikeofvhole subject! The first inference is, here is
consolation for the house of Israel! The Jews HmBen chided, and God’s wrath has smoked against His
chosen, but they will be gathered together one dag,the fullness of the Jews shall be broughhé¢o t
feet of Jesus. Let Israel write this over her sygags, and let believing Jews inscribe this upeir th
doorposts—“He will not always chide, neither wileHteep His anger forever.” His dear people, Israel,
He has not put away forever, for the Lord says, &/his the bill of your mother’s divorcement?” He
will yet bring the seed of Abraham to Himself arohdort them in His bosom! Let this be a lessonp als
to ministers. We have to chide, sometime, by priegcthe law and the terrors of the wrath to coms, b
we must not let a sharp tongle our ministry! Our preaching must be quick and pdulebut as God
does not always chide, so neither must we! Thete x the thunder and the lightning, but theretmus
be the soft shower after it—we must not always ehichis is equally a lesson to all of you. If Godlw
not always chide, theyoumust not! Have you a child who has done wrong2l€hby all means, but do
not alwayschide! There is the difficulty involved in the ewple to the rest of the family, but still | pray
you forgive, for your Lord says He will not alwagkide. God is wiser than we are—and if it would be
right always to chide, God would have done it—batadts otherwise.

What the Lord does is a model for us, so let uy¢dim. If He would always chide us, where would
we be? But He will not! Therefore | beseech yougifce the wrong, forgive the wrong at once, andgetak
your child to your heart. Mark your disapprobatuadfrthe offense, kind Christian parent, but stiligiwe
your child! Be angry and sin not, and you can dogyso by not being angry too much or too long. Here
too, let us say, do not always find fault. Condetmnfault, mistresses, if there is a wrong in thevant,
and speak of it very plainly, but do not be alwagsplaining of your servants, or, as people call it
“nagging at them.” For if you do, they will very@o hate you, and all chance of doing them good will
be gone. By perpetually finding fault, you will meakhem eye-servers or unhappy employees. Do not
always blame, but praise when it is due! Certaioppe never praise anybody; they think it will puff
them up and spoil them. How many times in a yeal deive the following fatherly advice, “I hope
your work will last, and | pray that you may be képmble,” and so on; a good lady once told me that
she prayed every day for me, that | might not lwugr | replied, “You put me in mind of my own ne-
glect, for | have never prayed that prayer for yag must begin.” “Oh, no,” she said, “there isogoa-
sion forthat; there is no danger ofly being proud!” “Then,” | said, “I had better beg@honce, for you
are already proud.” These people think a vast de#themselves if they imagine that a little of thei
praise would exalt us above measure! | believedtjatlicious word of encouragement and commenda-
tion is often more useful than censure—and cegtaiahsure has all the more effect when it comas fro
one who has spoken justly of you on former occasion
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Children and servants will not thrive on perpettiaiding any more than a horse on constant whip-
ping. A very good gentleman had a faithful mansetrweho came to him one day after 10 years’ service
and said, “Sir, | must leave you.” “Why is thatPetgentleman asked, “Have | not treated you wéll?”
have no fault to find,” was the answer. “Have npaid you enough? Do you need more?” “Oh, no, sir,”
he said, “but sometimes, do you know when we haenliraveling together, and have roughed it both
on sea and land, if you had spoken one kind worded would have stuck to you as long as you lived.
But you have never spoken to me except when yoe gaur orders.” Our honest faithful dependents
look for encouragement, and they ought to hav&hg Holy Spirit and the apostolic writers speaklwel
of good men and so should we.
The last word concerns God’s dealings with us. Thabe chief thought of the text. Let us carry it
away with us. He is chiding you, dear sister; Hehgling you, my brother, but do not think thatvitl
last forever! “He will not always chide.” The suremt down last night, and a little child who had erev
noticed it before might have cried and said, “FatR@ther, the sun is gone away! | saw him go down
behind the hills! It is dark! What shall we do?”HQ you say to him, “do not fear, my baby, he viié
up again tomorrow.” Go, then, and tell every brokeart that “weeping may endure for a night, byt jo
comes in the morning.” The Lord may chide today, e will kiss tomorrow! Now the smarting of His
rod is terrible, but tomorrow the sweetness of Ie& will be entrancing! Be of good courage, théo
speedily to your offended Father and confess tlmgvvhich brought you chastisement. Humble your-
self in His sight, and He will smile again! Forgie¢éhers, and then expect to be forgiven yourselff, f
verily, verily | say unto you, the time of the opeg of the dungeons is come! The night of mourngg
almost over! You soon shall rejoice in the Lord!'—
“Come, let us to the Lord our God
With contrite heart return!
Our God is gracious, nor will leave
The desolate to mourn!
His voice commands the tempest forth,
And stills the stormy wave;
And though His arm is strong to smite,
‘Tis also strong to save!”

Therefore, be of good courage, all you that hogéénLord! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 103.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—103 (VERS. I), 136 ( VERS. I), 211.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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