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REDEMPTION AND ITS CLAIMS
NO. 1163

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY EVENING, MARCH 8, 1874,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“You are bought with a price.”
1 Corinthians 6:20.

“You are bought with a price.”
1 Corinthians 7:23.

THE same words are found in each place, thougffereint inference is drawn from them. “You are
bought with a price.” This morning’s text was, “Witut money and without pricef#1161] and to the
best of my ability I tried to show how freely theessings of the gospel are bestowed upon the dons o
men. But though they cost us nothing, they cosSiéngor dearly; they are without price to us, biratv
a price He paid! Well did our poet put it in thenarkable verse which we sang

“There’s never a gift His hand bestows

But cost His heart a groan.”
Out of that fact grow certain most weighty pradticaths of God, and | have chosen it as the stlgec
this evening’s discourse that | may urge them upaur minds. May the Holy Spirit work graciously
through the Word which you will hear, and cause {mlive as those who are redeemed with the pre-
cious blood of Christ!

First, | shall have to say to you th@demption is our chief blessingiething better can be said of
you than this, “You are bought with a price.” THeshall have to remind you thegdemption on God’s
part becomes His paramount claim upon Asd thirdly, | shall have to show thttis claim is remark-
ably extensiveand | shall urge you to admit it.

I. First, then, “YOU ARE BOUGHT WITH A PRICE.” To evgman of whom this may be said, it
is the best news he ever heard! An angel sent freawen could not bring to any man or woman a more
delightful message than this, “You are bought vétiprice, even with the precious blood of Christ.”
“You are Christ’s,” says the apostle in the chapterread to you (1 Corinthians 3), and he seemefd as
his heart glowed as he said it; he even made itltheax of a remarkable burst of eloquence. “Theref
let no man glory in men. For all things are yowvhether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the waold,
life, or death, or things present, or things to epmall are yours; and you are Christ's; and Chast
God'’s.”

To be bought with a price is the grandest distorctf our manhood, and lifts us above angels them-
selves! It puts great honor upon the saints, ewetha Lord has said, “Since you are precious in My
sight, you have been honorable and | have loved yedemption is a greater mercy theneation It is
no mean blessing to have been made, and to haverbage a man rather than a dog or a toad, or a
worm—to have been blest with intellect, with a mihdt can soar into the unseen, a judgment which
can weigh, a memory which can retain, an imaginmatitnich can create and color thoughts of every
kind. It is no little matter to be capable of a @ rcapacity which widens the sphere of existebee,
liefs which open up the past and make us see thgofee ages and hopes which relieve the darkness of
the present with lamps borrowed from the futures & great thing to be a man and not a bird—a man
with a soul which will never fall by the fowler'sug; it is a great thing to be ammortal man, to be a
creature that shall live on forever, into whom Qs dropped a spark of undying flame; it is a grand
thing to have a spirit within us, and not to be thudniven cattle! But for all that, although marhighly
elevated in the scale of being, and stands evéineatery top of being as respects this world, hgwin
dominion over all the fowls of the air and the fishthe sea, and whatever passes through the paths
the sea—yet if you, O created man, are neoieemedgeverything about you will only be turned into
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dust, so that it were better for you that a mil&tdad been tied about your neck, that you had been
thrown into the depths of the sea, or even betteydu that you had never been born, if you arereot
deemed! “Bought with a price” makes existence life! be unredeemed would make existence an end-
less death!

Providencealso, is a short word, calling before our mindseaggmass of mercies; but providence is
second in its blessedness to redemption. | woulting you of the inestimable blessings which the
providence of God has brought to many here preseistno small thing to be in good health, ndditt
thing to have your reason preserved; it is no mbiessing to have bread to eat, and clothes t@put
and not to be distressed as many of the poorestirobrothers and sisters are as to where they lslyall
their heads—and where they shall find tomorrow'sdfoSome of us are surrounded with many com-
forts, and ought, every time we look at the beduich we sleep at night, and the room in which we
spend our days, sing unto God who has favored nsusbh—

“Not more than others we deserve,

But God has given us more.”
Look around you! Some of you have not only the ssities, but théuxuriesof life! You are exceed-
ingly favored in these things. But, oh, if you amet redeemed, what will it matter though you were
clothed in scarlet and fine linen, and fared sumopsly each day, like Dives, and then should lift up
your eyes in the flames of hell? What would it rgtthough you had the comeliness and majestic ap-
pearance of an Absalom, and yet over you a piaherfavould have to say, “Would God | had died for
you! O Absalom, my son, my son!” What would it leeybu to have been possessor of the world, and to
have called the seas your own, if you had no paldtan the redemption of the Lord Jesus Christ] a
were never saved from God’s wrath through Him? Rgx®mn demands a louder note of gratitude than
creation! Sweet as providence must ever be to ¢liever, yet redemptiomgdemptionis the best wine
kept unto the last; the last and best work of heatiee mirror in which the brightest attributesJeho-
vah are most clearly reflected.

This is the headstone of the corner crowning tleatgtemple of divine grace. “God so loved the
world"—not as to make it fair and beautiful—thatnst enough! “God so loved the world"—not so as
to sustain it and give it day and night, and sumamet winter—that is not enough! But the line that will
fathom the depths of divine love is this—He “soddwvthe world that He gave His only-begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him might not perish, bave everlasting life.” Remember, dear friends that
redemption is that which gives effect to all theestgreat blessings of God! | say, “Great blessirigs
| refer tospiritual blessings—all these need redemption to complete design. For instance, election,
the wellhead of divine grace needs the conduit pipedemptionto bring its streams down to sinners!
We are chosen of God, but urdbedienceand sprinkling of the blood of Jesus. The saingéscaiosen in
Him—uwithout Him of what good would election be? Wéealso, would be our calling? Vain would it
be to be called if there were no feast of dyingeldor us to be calletb, and no fountain filled with
blood to which we might come at the call! Redempi®the fullness of all the blessings of God! They
are like Gideon'’s fleece, and redemption bedewsitheis the key of heaven, the channel of grake, t
door of hope; it constitutes our song in the hoafseur pilgrimage, and will be the theme of ourreté
music above!

| would not fail to remind you, also, that rederopti at this moment, is the foundation of all thal re
peace that any man possesses. If you have any peaged worth having, you have found it at thetfoo
of the cross; if the tempest of your fears concggrthe wrath of God has been quieted—there is only
one voice which could have stilled its boisterongse—it is the voice of Jesus! There is no peaeetap
from the blood of Jesus, unless it is that delupwace which, like the solemn stillness which piese
the hurricane, is only the forerunner of destruttiall the peace you have is througbkdemptionand
all the security you have comes by the same way. ape to be saved at the last; your trust isytbat
shall die triumphantly and rise rejoicingly—butstall through the blood of Jesus! Where wereladl t
saints if it were not for redeeming grace and dylimge? Notwithstanding their professions, they are,
without Christ, as a sounding brass and a tinktygnbal! Piety has no root where redemption is un-
known; past experience and present enjoyment woeld away like the coating of morning’s frost be-
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fore the rising sun were it not that we are sealethe precious blood of Christ! The Lord knowsnthe
that are His, and will keep them securely to the. en

But, oh, beloved, there is one more truth of Gogend¢o be forgotten! It is through redeeming grace
that we expect to enter heaven! In a few short weekmonths, or, perhaps, years, you and I, who be
lieve in Jesus, will be in glory! We shall have donith these workdays here, and shall have entered
into the endless Sabbath! We shall be—

“Where congregations never break up,

And worship has no end!”
Our head shall soon wear the immortal crown, andhaimds shall bear the harp from which we will
draw the richest music of praise! But aanly hope to enter there is through thleod—and our only
song shall be, “We have washed our robes and nfee white in the blood of the Lamb.” O you
morning stars that sang together when a new-madlel Wt revolved around the sun! O you wonder-
ing spirits who have often admired the wisdom dreljustice of God in dealing with the sinful rade o
men, lift high your notes and sing yet sweeter satancerning redemption! And let your wonder never
cease that God should become man, and, as marid shufier, bleed, and die that He might redeem His
people—that of them it might be said they were ‘tfgduvith a price”™!

Il. I have thus assured you all that redemption isbest blessing. | trust you will not rest without it
Now, | want to dwell upon the next point, namelyatt therefore REDEMPTION IS THE LORD’S
PARAMOUNT CLAIM UPON US. Paul does not say, “Youeanot your own, for God made you.”
That is true of all things that are—cattle, theesreand the dust of the earth as well as regelenaaa.

He does not say, “You are not your own for God te@agou.” That would be true of the devil and his
angels, and of the whole race of rebellious menthge does he say, “You are not your own for God
preserves you.” That would be most true, for Goldpweeps the breath in our nostrils, ought to have
our praise; but that also would be trueatifcreatures, even of the most wicked! But there special
point here, “You are not your own—you areught,” not merely made and preserved, batight,and
“bought with a price.” You who are children of Ggahu were bought as the devils never were, forslesu
never died to save them! “He took not up angels Haitook up the seed of Abraham.” You are bought
as the ungodly were not, for they remain the slafe€satan, and are not redeemed from their vain con
versation received by tradition from their fathéfbey have rejected the purchase price—they remain
unredeemed from their slavery to sin!

But you have been redeemed by the precious bloddhoft, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot! And therefore Christ lays His pierdeahd upon you and says, “You are Mine.” Your
King sets the broad arrow on you and marks yougtanas royal property. There was one possession
which Jacob had which he greatly valued, and whielgave to his darling son, Joseph, “because,” he
said, “I took it out of the hand of the Amorite Wity sword and with my bow.” You, also, are the-pos
session which Christ values beyond everything, ez&le has delivered you out of the hand of sin and
Satan by His own sufferings and death—and becalifigisoHe has the highest conceivable right of
property in you! He is not merely your Creator gmeserver, but He is your Redeemer, and thereifore,
the entire world should refuse Him homage and a&lhrshould revolt from Him, and even if the angels
should desert His standard, yetu must not, for you are bought with a price! Othlairas are forcible,
but this claim is overwhelming; other bands arersgr but these cords of love are invincible! Theelo
of Christ constrains us.

Now let us look at this claim. Think, beloved, whyaiu were boughtrom! You were a slave and
you have been redeemed! You were a slaw@nbRemember that. Perhaps there was a time when you
could rap out an oath as well as anybody, and winepleasures of this world and the lusts theresrew
sweet morsels under your tongue. How did you camiget saved from bad habits and filthy passions?
You are bought with a price! You are the Lord’sefrean! You have broken those chains, but not by
your power. You have been bought with a price, for “yaere not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation, rgedi by tradition from your fathers; but with theepr
cious blood of Christ. Thereis redemption from sin! Then you have been redeefraan thepunish-
mentof sin! You had begun to feel that; you were afldoubts and fears, and dreadful apprehensions of
God’s wrath; you felt as if hell had begun in ydtus not so now, for the blood of redemption hps-s
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ken peace, and you are no more afraid. Well denkereber when the flames of hell burnedng soul,

as far as they could in this human life, yes, tiagd up my spirit, and parched up my heart, sbrina
soul chose strangling rather than life! It was sachretched thing to live. But it is not so nowesded

be God! We are redeemed from remorse and despdirset free from the horrible sense of guilt! In a
little time we would have been in hell—but since nave believed, we shall never go into the place of
torment—for sin is forgiven, and the sense of siremoved. We can say in the words of our texasf |
Sunday night, “Who is he that condemns? It is Gliniat died, yes, rather, that has risen again, sitso

at the right hand of God, who also makes interoeskir us.” We are redeemed from sin, from remorse,
and from hell itselfl And now, at this moment, we aedeemed from the avenging justice of God. Jesus
Christ has borne our sins in His own body on tke,tand by the merit of His death has forever nattie
compensation to the injured honor of divine judtide has magnified the law and made it honoralue, s
that the law, itself, can ask no more of a sinoemfhom Christ has died, for Christ has paid toléve

all that justice could demand.

Oh, think of that! Rejoice, beloved that you ardeemed from sin, and death, and hell, and the
claims of unbending justice; and surely you wiklf¢ghat there is a claim upon you that you showd b
the Lord’s! Reflect most lovingly upon that deaefd who bought you out of iron bondage, who it was
who redeemed you! You have not been redeemed laypg@l! Dear would the angelic name have been
had it been so! But angels were powerless in tlaadyaffair. Who stooped to pick you up, O insda o
day? Who stooped to save you? Who but He who lezaitk’s huge pillars up, and spreads the heavens
abroad! The Son of God, Omnipotent, Eternal anchibef has fallen in love with the fallen sons of
man—and for them has donned the garment of hunesh,fland in that flesh has suffered to the death,
and died a most shameful death upon the gallowSabfary! Oh, tell it everywhere that Jesus Christ,
who is God over all, blessed forever, has redeemsédnd after that, who will say that we do not be-
long to Him? Then think of the price He paid. Thgttdoes not tell us about it, and surely the nedso
its silence is to be found in the fact that wordermt express the mighty sum. “You are bought. aieu
bought with a price.” Sometimes it is best, when gannot say what you would, to say nothing at all.
The famous painter, when he drew the picture ofdganon at the sacrifice of his daughter, felt treat
could not depict the sorrow of the father’'s couatese, and therefore he wisely put a veil overnt a
represented him as hiding his face from the feanifyht.

So the apostle seems to have felt, “I cannot tall gl that Jesus suffered, so | will leave it. Yare
bought with a price.” Now, turn that over lovingMuse on it devoutly till your hearts burn like toaf
juniper! “A PRICE!” The price was God born at Bathem as a man, and then living 30 years and more
in poverty and contumely, suffering in Gethsemahesweat of blood fell on the ground; falsely ac-
cused, ridiculed, spit upon, buffeted, mocked, sged, nailed to the cross, left there to die, whilélis
soul, the great millstone of Jehovah’s wrath crdsHes spirit as in an olive-press till His heartsaaro-
ken, and His spirit melted within Him like wax! @nGod knows the sufferings of the Son of God—
well does the Greek liturgy pour forth that mystes plea, “By Your unknown sufferings, good Lord,
deliver us,” forunknownthey were! O you saints were, indeed, bought wiinice, and | charge you, by
the agony and bloody sweat, by the cross and pgsatiknowledge the fact that you belong to Jesus!
Confess that He bought you with an incalculablegdriYou are His, and would not wish to questiort tha
divine purchase which is the groundwork of your ¢élopou must notcannotdispute the sacred claims
which Jesus has upon you—rather should you cryStD of David, we are Yours, and all that we
have!”

There is yet this further consideration that thechase price of every child of God has been fully
paid. | have seen lands which have belonged towhenwere reputed to be rich, but there was a heavy
mortgage upon them, so that though they calledaihés theirs, they were scarcely so. But therenis n
mortgage on the saints! There is no debt to be ddathin future ages either of us or of our Redeemer
“It is finished,” said the Savior, and finishedst He has bought you, and He has paid for you. yane
not His? There is not one single good work of yowgeded to complete the merit, or a single pang of
suffering required from you to perfect the atonem&iou are perfect in Christ Jesus! Well, therthdé
price is paid so fully, are we not completely antliyfthe Lord’s? | will say this one thing very sohnly
to you, and then leave the point. Beloved, if yoeir@ady to confess that you were bought with eepri
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you must be equally ready to acknowledge that yomnot be your own, but belong to Him who bought
you! Mark you, if the first is not true, then thecend is not either. But if the firs true, namely, that
Christ redeemed you, then the second is just & tramely, that you are His and must live as His, o
otherwise you are defrauding Him! If you are preplto give up your redemption, you may also throw
away your allegiance to Christ; but if you are malling to give up redemption by the blood—and |
trust you are not, for that is to give eperything—then you must also agree to this, that you are not
your own, or any other man’s, but belong whollyCiorist.

And for that cause you are bound to render Him ywohiole self, spirit, soul, and body. It is only
your reasonable service, for every reasonable mp@cts to have what he has paid for. If Jesus a@s p
dearly for your soul, and if it is confessed thas iHis, then let Him have it, and be not so baséo rob
Christ of the reward of His heart’s blood! “Willman rob God?” Will you rob your Redeemer? Will
you steal from Him the purchase of His agonies, @aprive Him of that which cost Him His life to
buy? The claim is strong, but only gracious heailisfeel it. O blessed Spirit, cause us to feadeeply,
now, and evermore tact under its compelling power!

lIl. This brings me to the third point, which is, asavl proved the Redeemer’s claim—to show
THE EXTENT OF IT. The claim of redemption is comipeasive. If you will kindly read the context of
my first text you will see that it includes the lyoaihd the soul, “glorify God in your body and yynir-
it, which are God’s.”There the apostle speaks, first, of the body. gomman, read that passage when
you get home, will you? | cannot read it now, duyau profess to be a Christian, remember that this
body of yours is holy, and it will rise again fraitme dead. | charge you, by the blood of Christ,enev
defile this body either by drunkenness or by lifst. were the body of a common man, | would say to
you, for your own sake, avoid these evils. Butoiyare a Christian, | have a stronger argument, for
your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit! Markviastrongly the apostle puts it, and try to feel the
force of his words. You young men who come to Landmnidst its vices, read this passage and shun
everything that is akin to lewdness, or leads &b, [for your bodies were bought with your Lordi
blood—and they are not yours to trifle with! Shure tstrange woman, her company, her wine, her
glances, her house, her songs, and her resorts.bbalies are not yours to injure by self-indulgente
any sort! Keep them pure and chaste for that héav@ndegroom who has bought them with His
blood!

And then yoursoulis bought, too. | was obliged to mention the bbdgause it is mentioned here,
and it is so necessary it should be kept pure.kBep the soul pure, too. Christ has not boughtethes
eyes that they should read novels such as arespeblinowadays, calculated to lead men into vanitly a
vice. Christ has not bought this brain of mine thaay revel in the perusal of works of blasphemyg a
filthiness; He has not given me a mind that | meggdt through the mire with the hope of washing it
clean, again, as some seem to do who imaginebi tthe right thing to be always defiling themselves
with skepticism and heresy that they may afterwaadee to some minister to help them out of the dirt
or some wise friend to scrub the filth off! Therdlwe enough of dust in going along thestroads—
there is no need to go and roll in every dirt hedyich foolish atheists and proud skeptics choogauto
in the way! Do not defile your mind—it belongs t@@—it is bought with the blood of Jesus! Your
whole manhood belongs to God if you are a Christtarery faculty, every natural power, every talent,
every possibility of your being, every capacityyafur spirit—all werebought! It would be an awful
thing for you if there were any part of you lefttai the inventory; that would be a cursed parthaf
fabric of your being! But it isall bought with blood, if you are, indeed, a redeemeh or woman.
Therefore keep the whole for Jesus, for it beldiegslim. The apostle draws from the fact that we are
bought with a price in my first text, the inferen€ou are not your own.” It is clear as the sumabn
that if you are bought you are not your own!

Now, if | am not my own, what does that negativelaetion imply? It means, first, that | may not
claim the right to do as | like. | am not my owhj were my own | might do what | pleased. But | am
not my own; | am not to do what | please, but wlhtist pleases. | am to please my Lord and Master i
everything!My question in life is not how shall | get the mbsppiness tonyself,but how can | bring
the most honor to Him? | am not my own; then | arhto follow my own passions. If | were my own |
might fling the bridle on my neck, and go wherednty and no longer hold back my passions. But since
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| am not my own, | must not! | cannot live afteetflesh! Unless | am false to Him that bought me, |
dare not obey the bidding of my corruptions! Neithiel am not my own, may | follow my own tastds i
in any way | should so bring grief to the peopleGafd or dishonor to the name of Christ. | thinkarde
brothers and sisters, that one of the best tesasGliristian is that he will not only do no wrorgt he
will not do that which mightead others to do wrondviany things are lawful to us which are not expe-
dient, and often the Christian will say to himsé8uch a thing | think | might do if | were Alexaed
Selkirk on a desert island, and nobody saw mejrtaastmuch as there are others who will take occasion
to go beyond this act of mine; and weak ones whiob&iscandalized by what | do, God forbid | should
make my brother or sister to offend, for | am ngtown! If | were my own master and had not my Lord
and His cause to consider, | might do a thousamdysh but | will deny myself many lawful things for
His sake and the sake of His church, for | am npomn. | will deny myself eveallowablethings that

| may manifest that | do not belong to myself, tsuHim.”

| am not my own. Then | must not trust my own re@sgs. If | were my own teacher, then, of
course, | should learn my lessons from my own b&ak.l have a Rabbi, even Jesus, and | am resolved
with meekness to learn of Him. | thought | was wisece, but now | have become a little child, and |
love to sit at Jesus’ feet to learn of Him, foravie surrendered my reason to Him. | believe what He
teaches me because He says sojpéis dixitstands to me instead of argument, for what He sayst
be true! I am not my own, and so | must not seekomg ends; | must not live in this world that | may
get rich, or that | may be famous; | may trade getriches, but it must be that | may use thentfion.
| have a family to be kept. Yes, | must give my iigno Christ, and then work to keep Christ’s fami-
ly—and so shall | be working for Christ. It is nimty business to support myself, for the Lord is my
Shepherd, but the Lord supports me through my oxentiens, and therefore |, even in common labor,
serve Him. “Having food and raiment,” | shall bentent, and | shall live to do good to the poor, &nd
the church of God, and to my fellow men. When Hedseme riches, | shall take my alabaster box and
break it, and pour it on His head, and never comtreasures as well used as when | give them up to
Him. If, like Joseph of Arimathea, the believer pessed a new tomb, where man never lay, prepared
for himself—he would count it best used if his Latdigned to use it fadis burial. Gladly would he
lend his chamber for Jesus to keep the Passovbis animal that his Lord might ride into Jerusalem
for the saint holds all things ready at his Mastdréck and call! His life is consecration; he hawed
unto the Lord, “I will work for You; | will sufferfor You; | will write for You; | will live for You—
will even die for You! By some means or other Ilvehow that | am not my own, or anything that |
have.”

Oh, brothers and sisters, | would not like to hameunconsecrated hair on my head, or an unconse-
crated hour of the day, or an unconsecrated fddditgry mental power which God has given to a man
ought to be used for God’s cause! No faculty whgkessentially natural to us may be excused from
bowing its neck to the yoke of the Lord Jesus Gh8smetimes when | have said a humorous thing in
preaching | have not asked you to excuse me, fGod has given me humor, | mean to use it in His
cause; many a man has been caught, his ear arrastetis attention won by a quaint remark. If areyo
can prove it is wicked, and not a natural facultwill abandon it; but it is a faculty of nature dait
ought to be consecrated and used for the caushritONVhatever you can do, if it is a right thitado,
and God has made it a characteristic of your balogt for Jesus! If you cannot speak like Mr. Mgpd
or sing like Mr. Sankey, but somehow or other calpho promote the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ,
do it for you are not your own, “You are boughthwat price.”

In my second text the apostle brings forth anothference. Read thé"thapter at the #3verse—
“You are bought with a price; be not you the setsaf men.” By which he means this: As you are not
to live for yourself, so you are not to make yoliree slave of other men and give your powersap t
any but to the Lord Jesus Christ. Do not even ¥olimod men slavishly. Do not say, “I am of Pawdm
of Apollos. | am of Calvin. | am of Wesley.” Did @& redeem you? Did Wesley die for you? Who is
Calvin, and who is Wesley but ministers by whom Yalieved as the Lord gave unto you? Do not so
surrender yourself to any leadership that you ratbiéow the manthan his Master. | will follow any-
body if he goes Christ’'s way, but I will follow nobly, by the grace of God, if he does not go in that
rection. Do not pin your faith to anybody’s sleeeep close to the Lord Jesus Christ. You are bbugh
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with a price—do not be the servants of men; dogngt yourselves up to party spirit. It is a pityevha
man cares only for politics; when the one grandghie lives for is to return a Liberal to Parliamen
to get in a Radical, or to lift a Tory to the toptbe poll! To live for a political party is unwdry of a
man who professes to be a Christian! The most asehpolitics beneath the sun a@hingcompared
with living for the bleeding Savior, and spendingets self for the promotion of the immortal prinieip
of the cross! We are not to give ourselves up tpsamentific speculation, educational effort, oraioy
philanthropic enterprise so as to divert our mifide the grand old cause of Jesus and our God!

A story is told of one of the early saints—I thiitkwas Jerome—that he dreamed that he died and
went to the gates of heaven, and they said to tWwhp are you?” And he said, “I| am Jerome, a student
of Scripture.” And they said to him, “No, you aretnyou are one Jerome, a student of Cicero,” r h
had been much more accustomed to the study of cCaret the great Latin writers than to the reading o
the Scriptures. He dreamed, therefore, he wasemtified to enter heaven. And upon waking from his
dream, he put aside his classic books to make thiel \Wf God the main study of his life. Alas, thare
a great many people in the world who do not live @hrist! They are living for something else; the
main thing with them is often a trifle light as-aia pursuit of the most infinite value! | heard orece
great divine saying to another great divine thah&eé spent a most important day on Snowdon—he con-
sidered it one of the most successful days ofifesBeing in their line, myself, | wondered whatgt
revival services had been held on Snowdon, amoag\telshmen. The eminent ecclesiastic said he had
been many years on the watch, but had neverhéitlday, been able to satisfy himself! | wondefduki
had been in prayer, watching for the conversiothefWelsh people. He said he found three different
kinds of them, and was now sure they were quiténdis Did he mean three kinds of religious inqtsre
whose cases he had, at last, been able to und#?shiot he! He had been speaking of three species of
beetles which he had met with after a day’s seagthithe minister of Christ had much joy over three
beetles, but probably cared little for repentingnsirs!

And | am afraid there are many who spend their imgifles as small as that, and, perhaps, fes les
innocent. Everything is a trifle to a man who i€hristian except the glorifying of Christ. “Felixaf
driveled into an ambassador,” said good old Willi@arey, when they told him that his son Felix had
been made ambassador from the British court tadlet of Burmah. He had been a poor missionary,
before, and now they had made him a great ambasdadbhis father said, “He has driveled into an
ambassador.” If a man who lives for Jesus, andcpesathe gospel could suddenly be transformed into
the Emperor of Germany, it would be a frightful eatown for him! To live for Jesus is the highest
style of man! God grant we may realize that, forase bought with a price! If we do not belong toma
it follows that we ought not to follow the fashiookthe world. Some people must be in fashion, cost
what it may; out of the fashion they feel they ntigs well be out of the world. It is almost death t
them if they cannot dress and act after the manhenociety! Therefore they run into extravagance,
pride, show, and folly. The pride of life eats themp When fashions go wrong, it should be the Chris
tian’s fashion to go against the fashion; let norbha your master! If you have masters accordintpeo
flesh, serve them with all faithfulness, as becogms giving unto them diligent service—but as try a
master over youspirit, allow no one to be so—consciences were made for &ane! Bow not down
your heart and conscience before man, but beflsge’You are bought with a price.”

We are, then, it seems, wholly Christ’'s. Chriserthmy brothers and sisters, if we are as we should
be, is Lord of outime! We may not say, “I have an hour of my own to wadtas Christ’s time! He is
Lord of ourhouseholdWe do not claim to be paramount there, but we 4ayrd, these are Your chil-
dren; help us to bring them up for You. Our hou$eh® Yours, Lord, grant that by family prayer and
by holy example we may make our family to be ‘hesia to the Lord.” You will go out to business and
say, “This business is not mine, it is my Mastér¥ou will not trade in any dishonest way if you do
that. It will be holy trading! The farmer goes to the field and say4$)i§Tis the Redeemer’s field, and
what profit | shall make from it is His profit.” lie feels in that way, his actions will be kindngeous,
right, and God-fearing. | would that every youngmialt, “If | have talents, they are God'’s talertspe
used for Him.” Young men will join clubs and so@st and become most energetic members; but when
they joinchurchesyery often we get the distinguished honor of hguimeir names on the book to en-
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cumber the church roll, and not much more! Thatasright if they belong to Jesus. Christian people
ought, in all they do, to be looking out for oppaorities of serving Christ.

| have heard of a Jew, who, going forth to tradd having a choice between two towns, asked,
“Where is the synagogue?” and when he had foune thhas a synagogue in one town, and not in the
other, he gave the preference to that in whichdugdcworship with his brethren. It ought to be sithw
the Christian! But often Christians forget evennguire about such matters. They make money, and go
and live out of London, and where do they seleeirtresidence? They say, “Here is a beautiful view,
and a respectable neighborhood.” But there is acepbf worship where they can take their childnes a
where they can go, themselves—does that alwayseinéle them? | fear not. They look to other matters
first. I have known them go to places where theyldmot possiblyget any good—and they have not
even tried tado any! | like to hear a Christian man say, “Thera gestitute village; now, if | livéherel
may build a little place of worship, and so | maygbod.” This is an objective worth aiming at—ahd i
the wealthy Christians of England, when they remiboen large centers of population—would always
set to work to try and spread the gospel round &lvbere they live, they would be like seed sowthim
ground, or like salt scattered among society tagmee the land!

Our first aim in life should be to glorify the Lodsus Christ. | am afraid | am rapping some of you
a little hard, or perhaps you will call it treading your corns. You should not have corns, you know
and then | could not tread upon them! If you moedoing right, and anything | say comes close tp-ste
ping on your corns, it should! Dear brother, trynb@nd; find not fault with the preacher because he
finds outyour faults! Go and amend! There came into this hooseesyears ago a dear brother, an ear-
nest Christian young man; | was preaching some seaimon as this, and he felt that he had not been
living for Christ. He went back to the city where lved, and he began to preach in the streetxore
tinued to preach, and God blessed him, and he ales@linto an earnest and talented servant of our
Lord Jesus Christ, whose name is very dear to JJo®ae of the best days’ work | ever did was to be
the means of calling him out to such a servicgh&e not some young man of that kind here, toflight
May there not be here present a Christian womaitm, ability, and talent, and education who ought to
be teaching young women, and doing good, and mgntiem to the Savior? My dear sister, you are not
your own—you are not your own! If you were, | thig&u would be quite right in taking your ease on
Sunday, and making yourself comfortable in the wd&kt you are not your own! You are not your
own! The blood of Jesus has bought every parti€lgoa; will you not devote yourself to Him? Will
you not pray to make your consecration more praktitan it has been up to now, from this time ferth
The sacred blood mark is on every part of yourtsaird your body; do not try to hide it! Give up @l
Jesus, that while you live, and when you die, yay riight a good fight and finish your course, and
have it said to you, “Well done, good and faithgalvant.”

O you who know nothing about being bought with iagaryou will be lost unless you do know it! If
Christ has not bought you, hell will receive yondalespair will be your portion! May God grant ytou
know the power of redemption through faith in JeStsist our Lord! Amen. Amen!

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—1 CORINTHIA NS 3.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—658, 663, 660.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !
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