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THE LORD BLESSING HIS SAINTS
NO. 1077

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON THURSDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 26, 1872,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“You are blessed of the Lord [or of JEHOVAH] whiclmade heaven and earth.”
Psalm 115:15.

WITHOUT any preface, (for where there is such asffdmefore us anything which detains us from
the table will be out of place), let us come ateotwthe delightful words of our text; and may Hhay
Spirit lead us into their inner sense!

Here is a blessing spoken of. The Lord that made/dre and earth has been pleased to bless His
people. And this blessing has several peculiardlasut it, of which we shall speak particularlywil
help us to reach the marrow and fatness of the ifewe consider in detail the orthodox number igéf
points. First, it is a blessirgelonging to a peculiar peoplsecondly, it is a blessirgpming from a pe-
culiar quarter; thirdly, a blessingvith a peculiar datefourthly, a blessingvith a peculiar certainty;
and fifthly, a blessingnvolving a peculiar dutyWhere there is so much country to survey we nrast t
el swiftly, and make but a short stay upon anylsitigought.

|. First, we have before us A BLESSING BELONGING TOPECULIAR PEOPLE. “You are
blessed of the Lord."You.” Who are these distinguished persons?

We would reply, first, that they agepeople whom God has blessed because He willdd sm.He
has given us no other reason, as the first causieeofbeing blessed, but the fact that He is geodi
that He is sovereign in the distribution of Hisagalf you search to the very bottom of things, year
a voice proclaiming these words, “I will have memywhom | will have mercy, and | will have com-
passion on whom | will have compassion.” If youlgaek to the first spring and wellhead of all bless-
ing, you shalihot find the merits of man as the guardian of the faum nor the will of man as the dig-
ger of the well; but you shall find there writtéhlot of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor ttie will
of man, but of God.” The will of God, alone, is theurce of the rich, eternal, saving blessing which
abounds towards the Lord’s elect! If you are bldsskethe Lord who made heaven and earth, you are
not a people who claim to hadeservedis favor; you abhor all boasting in self, and yoagnify di-
vine mercy. Free grace is the Shibboleth of the saints—those who cannot speak out upon that point
may well question their lineage! If you talk @éservingyou belong to another race; you are of the seed
of Hagar, and belong to Sinai, in Arabia, and tfeeeyou are under the law, and under the curse! No
blessing comes to sinners by the way of the law thivery reverse; they only shall participate¢his
blessing who receive it by promise and by covenbeing the seed of Abraham by promise, even as
Isaac was, who was born not after the flesh, et #ifie Spirit. Glory, then, be to God at the veuyset
of our meditations, that He has been pleased tays@t unto Himself a people, elect according te Hi
own eternal purpose in Christ Jesus! Of them arlg ohthem has He said, “You are blessed of the
Lord that made heaven and earth.” This is truerdwctccording to the Scriptures, and the regeeerat
feel the truth of it confirmed in their own experce.

Furthermore, they are a people to whom this firgt @ God to bless them has beeartified by
countless acts of indisputable low&u who trust that you are blessed of the Lordeerber how God'’s
blessing has come to you already; it waited for lgefore you were born—yes, it waited for you before
thisworld was fashioned; from everlasting you were ordatoetthis benediction! The covenant of grace
was made on your behalf with all its sacred stipoihes, its immutable seals, and immeasurable promis
es of love. What says the apostle in the first tdrapf Ephesians, verses three and four?—“Blessed b
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, wisohtessed us with all spiritual blessings in hegven
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places in Christ: according as He has chosen tgnmbefore the foundation of the world.” For youn, i
the fullness of time, Jesus came to tabernacle gmman; who shall doubt that you are blessed of the
Lord that made heaven and earth, since for yousSthre of God laid aside His royalties to become the
Son of Man? Union with you in your nature was cleaidence that the heart of Christ was with you.
Gethsemane and Calvary speak volumes concerningdfiey of the blessings which God has given to
His chosen, for there they were loved to the demid,redeemed by blood. An incarnate God, a Media-
tor covered with bloody sweat, a Redeemer wounadedséain—what do you say about this? “Thanks
be unto God for His unspeakable gift,” said thestleo and even so say we! Nor was the gift of Jesus
Christ’s dying, all, for Jesus’ living is still osir His resurrection teems with the blessings @& &hd
immortality; we are one with Him, and He is forewer head, and in Him, by virtue of His ascension,
we have received the gift of the Holy Spirit whoells in us, and will dwell in us forever! ThroughsH
indwelling we have “An unction from the Holy Onétirough which we “Know all things,” being taught
of God and led into all truth according to the cdfiof the gracious comforter. Meanwhile, we are als
raised up together and made to sit together irhdavenly places in Christ Jesus, while all things a
ours, and we are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s., Bwudeed, | am not about to make a catalog of those
gifts which have already come to us; time wouldl fand ability would also be lacking! Suffice it bhant

at them to you, to remind you that if through grgoe have received Christ, you are, indeed, “blésse
of the Lord that made heaven and earth,” for 10,0®@s 10,000 of the choicest gifts have been the
seals and testimonials of your heavenly Fathefecabn towards you!

But, beloved, the peculiar people to whom this $ileg comes areafter their conversion, known by
their character!ln due time divine grace works in themarksof their election—signsof the inward and
spiritual grace which the Holy Spirit has implant€&he sign is mentioned in the connection of our
text—"He shall bless them that fear the Lord, b&niall and great.” So then, if ydear the Lord, “You
are blessed of the Lord that made heaven and ‘ehitly, to fear Him is not merely to tremble before
Him, fearful lest He should destroy you; such a fEathat has been found in the hearts of evewikthe
est of men! We suppose that neither Pharaoh n@hBetar was a strangerttat feeling. Butthis is
another fear—the humbieorshipof God, the sincereeverenceof God—the sacred awe which is found
even among the angels of heaven! This holy fe#inasholy admiration which trembles at the infinite
majesty of the Most High—not out of slavish dreldt out of a childlike sense of insignificance—this
is the sign of inward grace! “Blessed is the maat fhars always.” The fear of grieving one so lgyiof
doing anything that should dishonor the name ofsmmfinitely glorious—this is the correct fearave
you that fear? Have you the fear that makes yodessnyour past sins; the fear that makes you dread
going into such sin again; the fear that makesmourn because you nailed the Savior to the tree? Do
you have the fear that makes you tremble lest ymuld crucify the Lord afresh, and put Him to an
open shame? This is not the fear which perfect tasts out, or the fear which has torment, but eesw
fear, as we have said before, which may be fetinem heaven itself where they sing, “Who would not
fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name?” It wasdiach as these that a voice came out of the ertelle
glory, saying, “Praise our God, all you His sergmind you that fear Him, both small and great"v(Re
19:5). “Blessed is the man that fears the Lord dedights greatly in His commandments.”

And it is very sweet to notice thé#tis benediction is common to all God-fearing pesse“Both
small and great”; and the small are put first sty should think they are forgotten! | see maitjeli
children here this evening. Oh, if you fear Godyadl pray to God, if you trust in Jesus, and if ryou
young hearts have been taught to love God, smalbasare, you are the blessed of the Lord that made
heaven and earth! Jesus loves to receive childréfig bosom as much, now, as ever He did when He
lived upon earth! Come to Him by faith, and He viless you! There are many young inquirers here
who have only just begun to pray, and who are betweope and fear like new-born children whose
lives tremble in the balances; to them it must theecing to observe that the Lord blesses the “Srasll
well as the “great!” The Lord regards the contiitespirit, and He hears the groans of broken hghlits
delight is to bless the lowly in mind. Though grasemall in you, yet He will not quench the smakin
flax. “Fear not, little flock, it is your Fathergood pleasure to give you the kingdom.” And youmioo
this world, you humble, you illiterate, you obscuyeu sickly ones; you with little talent and slend
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opportunity for serving God; | pray you rejoicethe assurance of the text, for you are the blesktte
Lord if you walk before Him in holy fear! The eyeat looks to God, and trusts Him even when it can-
not see Him, is a blessed eye! The heart that @ftes God even when it cannot rejoice in Him is a
blessed heart! And the hand that stretches itsglatier God, saying, “Oh that | knew where | might
find Him,” is still a blessed hand, even thoughtfee moment it cannot lay hold upon the word ofnpro
ise! If you sigh and cry after God with a true hehooking to Him in His own way, through Christdi
Son, you are numbered with those that fear the Lt are blessed of Him whether they are small or
great!

Now, allthis is very sweet to those who fear Gbd.them it is peculiarly precious to know thatythe
are blessed of the Lord because they know theynekese have been cursed; a sense of wrath du@ to si
imparts a rare sweetness to the divine favor. Did gver hear the roar of Sinai’'s thunder in yous®a
If so, you will never forget it to your dying dagind even in eternity it will impart an additionaletody
to the music of the cross. | would to God that sddmeistians were plowed a little more before they
were sown, for | notice that the flimsiness andesfipiality of the religion which is common now-a-
days arises mainly from the lack of deep self-kremlgke and solemn personal conviction that they were
themselves utterly lost and ruined. | fear manyehaade but poor students in the university of thegpl
because they were never well-grounded in the sabfo@pentance! | am astonished that we should live
to hear from a Nonconformist pulpit that the Fdlhtan was a fiction! | boldly say that the religioh
the man who could utter such a speech is a fidieyond all questions! What does he know about the
things of God when he does not even know the thifiggan? Let him get back to his God in penitence,
and ask to be taught aright, for he who knows hetRall of man does not know the uplifting by free
grace! If he knows not the disease, he is a wretghgsician, and is sure to mistake the remedyytz
has once known the curse, and smarted under #gsltive wine and oil of the blessing, for by it his
bleeding wounds were staunched! The blessing oL tiné is as dew to the mown grass and as showers
to the parched soil; it is life itself, and the &sse of heaven.

Moreover, the child of God knows the sweetnessefllessing because the effect of the curse is, in
a measure, still upon him—not thelicial curse, for that was laid upon Christ and has dorever—
but the plague of his own heart. The remains ofagthin often make him feel that it is a dreadfuing
to have been a sinner, even though he is now paddand “accepted in the beloved.” Oh, the Amalek-
ites and Canaanites that still dwell in the lantiatva nuisance they are! What “thorns in our eyas,”
Joshua calls them! A strong expression indeed! Ereyorse than a thorn in the flesh; sin is arthior
the eye to the believer; but to know that thoudjighit daily with corruptions, and have to mourneail
heart of unbelief, yet | am blessed of the Lord thade heaven and earth, for all that—is not thas®
Oh, the sweetness of that word to a heart whictbkeasa sorely tempted!

Besides, the child of God, in addition to what Bel$ within, is often called to suffer the cursés o
the world, and the curses of Satan. If you aréhefworld, the world will love its own—nbut if you er
not of the world, the world will hate you. And thgiuat times, under misrepresentations, slanders and
cruel accusations, you will feel that you are shatheentreated, this truth of God will gloriousus-
tain you—"You are blessed of the Lord that madevhaaand earth.” The bitterness of persecution is
gone when this is realized; your faithful soul feato say, “Let them curse on if they will, let Blalgo
from mountain to mountain and kill his bullocks d@md rams, and call upon Balaam to curse the people
of God; yet surely there is no enchantment agalasbb nor divination against Israel. They may cast
their spells, and invoke the demons as they will, ibthe Lord has blessed the people, blessed they
are!” Blessed be God, if we have once received lirisediction from our great Father’'s hand, all the
maledictions of the Pope or the devil, or all theked men on earth shall not frighten our spiridd3
blessing shall silence all!

Thus have | spoken upon the peculiar people chbgesovereign grace receiving perpetual tokens
of God’s love; known by their character, all of tiheeceiving the blessing, whether great or small, a
all of them finding that blessing inexpressibly sive

II. Now, secondly, this is A BLESSING FROM A PECULIARJARTER. “You are blessed of the
Lord which made heaven and earth.”

Volume 18 Tell someone today how much you love d&hrist. 3




4 The Lord Blessing His Saints Sermon #1077

This is a blessingom one peculiarly related to uand therefore it is the more to be prized. We are
glad to get a father’s blessing; let no man thittlelof it. A father’s curse might wither a manmjn any
case it has been justly earned, | pity the poottckrevho wears it like the mark of Cain upon hislsou
for him the sun has no smiling beams, and the dawdsilver linings; the past no comfortable memo-
ries, the future no joyful prospects. A mother'sdsing—how like the breath of a cloudless morn-fore
telling a day of peace! A brother’s blessing—howgbt with sacred dew like that which gemmed old
Hermon’s woods. The blessing of saintly men ang h@men—who shall set a price upon it? Its mer-
chandise is far above silver. In the olden timesnpal benedictions were more thought of than trey
now, and the change mot the fruit of greater wisdom; verily, the blessimiga child of God | reckon to
be a portion of my true wealth, and | love you,tbess and sisters, for wishing me God-speed. Happy
the man whom good men love to bless! But, ah, lezlpif you are blessed of therd, you have a more
divine benediction; you have the blessing which esatlich, indeed, true and lasting, potent and effec
al—the blessing of your Father who is in heaver!oMher blessings are only blessings in proporésn
they contain the essence of this blessing! Godsdihg is the sea, and others are but drops; Hineis
sun, and others are but sparks.

The blessing spoken of comes not from an idol-gbé. psalm leads us to make that observation.
The gods of the heathen had mouths, but they spotkehey had ears, but they heard not; any benedic
tion from them would be a mockery! But the childa@rGod are not blessed of Baal or Ashteroth, lhut o
Jehovah, the self-existent Lord of all! They reeeno benediction from the priest who ministershat t
shrine of a dumb god of silver, or a dead god @dfifland water! Compared with the benediction of the
Lord who made heaven and earth, what a paltry tisitige blessing of a priest! Indeed, he is uttary
potent to bless; if he has any power, it lies ia tipposite direction—he camursethe victims of his
false teaching, but he cannot benefit them! péix vobiscums not worth the time spent in the speaking
it! His “plenary indulgence” defiles the paperstwritten on! A priest’'s blessing and a roach’ssege
of equal value, but to be blessed of Jehovah eabity, as says the psalmist, “Blessed is everybae
fears the Lord, that walks in His ways, for youlskat the labor of your hands. Happy shall youdre]
it shall be well with you.”

The benediction mentioned in our texames from the omnipotent CreatWho made heaven and
earth.” This intimates that the blessing is almygint power. Have | the blessing of Him who saidetL
there be light,” and there was light? Then He gaeak into my darkness and cheer the gloom of my
despair! Does the blessing of Him who brought oxldrof chaos rest upon me? Then He can speak to
the confusion of my circumstances and the turmbihg desponding mind, and charm all things into
harmony! The blessing of Him who clothed the eavitlhh beauty, piled the hills, and dug the channels
of the sea must have in it fullness unrivalled!ladsing from Him; how large it must be; how potfmt
all the purposes of grace! A blessing from Him;hwithom there is no obstacle or difficulty—who shall
be able to delay it, or deprive me of it? The Latib made heaven and earth spoke, and it was dane; H
commanded and it stood fast! There was darknedst Bad before Him; there was confusion, but it
vanished at a glance of His eyes! And if God hasddd you, Christian, whatever stands in your way
shall disappear before the benediction of your Gb#le blesses, poverty cannot starve you, sickness
cannot kill you, toil cannot wear you out, sorroannot consume you, life cannot allure you, death ca
not slay you, hell cannot enclose you! If He blessaleither things present, nor things to come, nor
height nor depth, nor any other creature,” can haseer to harm you! If all the legions of hell were
armed and stood in your way, and all were furiauddstroy you, yet in the name of God you could de-
fy them, for His benediction would be both shietdlapear to you! Because you have made the Lord
which is my refuge, even the Most High, your haimta there shall no evil befall you, neither sraally
plague come near your dwelling.

It is a blessindgrom the all-wise onWVho made heaven and earth.” Do not forget thatnttaking of
heaven and earth is not merely a display of poimarof infinite wisdom! Think of all the skill whit
has guided the stars in their courses, and of thederful wisdom which has created all things that a
and has sustained them in their various spheres, the Lord who blesses you, O heir of heaverhés t
infinitely wise one! He knows the intricacies ofuracourse, and He will steer you through them; gou
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the channel of the river of your life flows closeyonder sandbar, and then by the rock upon ther oth
side; and though no earthly pilot can thread theenaf that dangerous stream, yet He who knows all
things has blessed you, and with His hand uporéh® of your vessel, He will bring you safe inte@ th
haven. Therefore do not fear; you are not bles$euh @rring creature, or of a man like yourself—you
are blessed of the Lord that made heaven and daiiitre any searching of His understanding? Has H
not balanced the clouds in the heavens? Has Hea maesdom laid the cornerstone of the universe? Why
then, do you say, “My circumstances have been ogkédd by Him, and the problem of my case will be
too difficult for Him to solve™? Oh, rest in the tah and wait patiently for Him, for you are blessed
the Lord that made heaven and earth, whose infalibunsels shall conduct your affairs to a blessed
issue!

Let this console you—you are blessed of Him whadeyou, and therefore knows how to anoint
every wheel of your inner workmanship with the sdcoil of His grace. Take that thought into your
spirit, too—He made heaven and earth, and thergfmueare never out of His domain. We read of Him
thatHe has a desire to the work of His own hartds.has made you, and He will not leave you; do you
leave your children? Do you forget your offspring&ve you not heard that a woman may forget, and
may fail to have compassion upon the suckling afdwen breast, but God cannot and will not forget
you? He will be mindful of you, for as man and esakly asregeneratednan, you are one of the no-
blest works of His hands.

| know not how to speak upon so great a text as bt | know how to drink its sweetness down in-
to my very soul, and to feel that, being blesse&odl, all other things matter not! Sick and sooy,
well and rejoicing; there is not a pin to choosd®w as we are blessed of the Lord that made Imeave
and earth! Rich or poor, famous or despised, anthay a martyr’'s stake, a palace or a dungeon—truly
there is not the turn of a hair between them ifane blessed of the Lord that made heaven and darth!
this sweet blessing could fall upon a soul in heliyould be a heaven to it, and could the blessihthe
Lord that made heaven and earth be taken away tinensaints in heaven, heaven would be a hell to
them! Our heart can sing with the psalmist—

“Let the ungodly race advance,
And boast of all their store.
The Lord is my inheritance,
My soul can wish no more.”
The blessing of the Lord that made heaven and eadihin all!

lll. Let us turn to the third point, which is this—IT K BENEDICTION WITH A PECULIAR
DATE for it is in the present tense. The precediagses spoke of the past and the future. “The baxi
beenmindful of us, Hewill bless us. He&vill bless the house of Israel. Ml bless the house of Aaron.”
These are blessed “wills.” “He will bless them tifedr Him, both small and great. The Lord shall in-
crease you more and more, both you and your childfehese are all in the future, but you know the
proverb says a bird in the hand is worth two intiheh! Now, those future blessings, those birdfién
bush—I know not what they are worth, for they aoeifdless in preciousness, but here is a bird in the
hand, “Youare blessed of the Lord.” Oh, the value of that! Yaa at this moment blessed of the Lord
that made heaven and earth! This verb is in thegmtetense, and indeed, it may be said to be itnall
tenses put together; in a tense that is not a tensme that has no time, but lasts on forevermtilie
time shall be no more!

This blessingembraces all circumstance¥bu are laid low and pining away with consumptiart,
“You are blessed of the Lord which made heavenearth.” You are smitten down in the very heyday
of your usefulness, and laid aside but, “You aes$éd of the Lord which made heaven and earth.” You
had your oxen and your cattle seized, and now yeuliae Job, a penniless beggar, fit to sit oruagd
hill, but, “You are blessed of the Lord.” Your engimas set his foot upon your neck, and he sweats th
he will make a speedy end of you, but, “You aressdel of the Lord.” Like Jeremiah, you are shutrup i
the dark dungeon, and you sink in the mire, anteteeems to be no helper, but, “You are blessdaeof
Lord.” Who shall say that John Bunyan in Bedford d&as not “blessed of the Lord”? Who shall say
that Rowland Taylor, when he went to be burnt oxlleigh heath, was not “blessed of the Lord” when
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his very face shone with sacred joy? Ah, let meyml that the worst places on earth bear the dast
dence of the goodness of God to His people! Goudslsing best in cages, and like nightingales they
sing best in the dark. And often, according todhkefable, their note is sweetest when the thoemqgais
their breast. They are independent of outward pistances except that the worse the circumstances,
often the greater their joy! Glory to God for thighey are “blessed of the Lord” that made heaveh an
earth; let them be where they may, and as they thayigh they seem cast out from God’s presence,
and all His waves and billows go over them, yahdy fear the Lord, they are “blessed of the Lord,”
even then! Oh, that your faith may lay hold of tivisen you are very sorely exercised, for happyés t
man whom God corrects, and blessed is the man wfmnchasten, O Lord!

Observe that our text reachts all time, and beyond all timégecause it runs thus—“You are
blessed of the Lord that matieaven and earth.While | am on earth, this shall console me—"I am
blessed of the Lord that made the earth,” and Hesif has said of His servants, “Blessed shallly®u
in the city, and blessed shall you be in the fidliessed shall be the fruit of your body, and tit f
your ground, and the fruit of your cattle, the mese of your cattle, and the flocks of your sheep.
Blessed shall be your basket and your store; ldesisell you be when you come in, and blessed shall
you be when you go out.” When | have to go outha$ earth into another world, this shall console
me—"“I am blessed of the Lord that made heavenhiallsstill dwell in a place which my Father made; |
am not going into a foreign country when | leave warm precincts of this house of clay; | shall imm
grate to the country where flowers never fade,waimer never chills. This poor earth is little tthan
a penal settlement, but it is a fair and beautdunll lovely earth to those who have eyes and teitie
which to appreciate its scenery; but to a spiritaah it is just a smoke-dried tent of Kedar; a mdga
garden of cucumbers, a casual ward for wayfarergeny little better—a great morgue. “Woe is mettha
| in Mesech am a sojourner so long.” We long toal&y to our own fair country, and see our Well-
beloved face to face! Yet, for all that, God maldis tvorld though man has spoilt it as much as éeer
can; and the God who made this world has blessexb ukat wherever we go about in the world, we
should feel that we have a blessing that is swetédnl every position in it; suitable for that lowtpt on
the moor; suitable for that scant room in the dah&y; suitable for the couch of ease, and suit&ine
the hard bed where pain racks every bone. The ttmtdmade earth, and who has a hand in it stiff, ha
blessed us! And then it is the Lord that “made le@avWhy, these two words are meant to encompass
all Creation! They are intended to take in the wimmounds of the everlasting hills, the east amrd th
west, the north and the south, the rising and ¢ftieng sun, the sea and the dry land, the heigidgize
depths; they are meant to encompass all' Here we the true way of making the best of both worlds.
God'’s blessing here and hereafter makes existeligs® ©h be joyful! In whatever condition you are
cast, you are blessed by God in that condition! And whatever place you may come, you are blessed
by God with mercies necessary for the place. Tla¢hess used to be afraid that though they mighe hav
the blessing of the god of the hills, if they wertb the valleys, they would not have his blessimgye,
for their god might not be the god of the valleBst our God is the God of every place, and eveey sc
ne, and every circumstance, and we are blessedmfGlory be to His holy name!

I\VV. Now, fourthly and briefly, this is A BLESSING WITHA PECULIAR CERTAINTY. Scripture
does not lie, or utter perhapses, and ifs, and bvitai are blessed of the Lord which made heaven and
earth.”

Oh you who fear God, this is a matterfat; you daily and continually abide under a true arad re
blessing. Some blessings are vain words—the pevbonutters them is a hypocrite. Other blessings are
sincere, but the person pronouncing them has n@ptwfulfill them. Such blessings are wells withou
water, or barren fig trees bearing leaves but oib. ffhe Lord blesses not in word only, but in deldis
blessings are not futile wishes, but Omnipotsets We may fail to obtain the benedictions which our
friends invoke upon us, but God’s blessings are swiall the seed; failure and miscarriage neveuioc
to the Lord our God. Many are the slips betweers@m lips at this world’s banquet, but the chatite
divine Blessing shall surely reach the lips of ¢hect soul—

“This is Your will, that in Your love
We ever should abide
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And lo, we earth and hell defy

To make Your counsel void!

Not one of all the chosen race

But shall to heaven attain;

Partake on earth the purposed grace,
And then with Jesus reign.”

Now, beloved, let us make sure of this blessingctwhs so sure. And how can we do so, but by
faith? We believe that God has blessed all those to wHerhas given His dear Son; and He has given
His dear Son to me if | believe in Jesus! As suesyl believe in Him, the blessing is mine. Grip it
brothers and sisters! Make sure of it. Let no maced/e you with vain words. In these times it isdha
to find anybody who believes anything. Even the gmn history we learned at school is now suspected
to be a myth; | do not think that you could, ac@ogdo the modes of reasoning adopted in thesetiskep
cal days, be able to prove that you had eitherttzefaor a mother! Nothing is certain now-a-days—
nothing at all' The floods of doubt have carrieldaavay. We are taught from the pulpit to doubt; ot
gospel was, “He that believes and is baptized $fgaflaved.” The new gospel is, “He that doubtsiand
sprinkled shall be saved.” But, beloved, we havesaolearned the gospel; we have learned to believe
and hope, still, to live by faith. Our beliefs agunded too firmly to be shaken by fashionabléqui
bling. Do get a fast hold, my brothers and sist&®@ say, “How can 1?” Why, you can do it by believ
ing the veracity of your God—nbelieving that surélg who speaks can fulfill what He has said! And
you can get your faith strengthened by experiemcgyour God; | mean, when He is trying you, trust
Him, and test His promise. Prove Him, and see ifddes not bless you. Fair-weather Christianityllis a
very well, but it is stormy-weather Christianityathproves a man to be truly a man of God! Can you
trust God when the cupboard is bare? Can you eejai6God when every nerve of your body is made to
throb with pain? Can you stand beneath a burdemilght have made Atlas bow down to the earth, and
feel that divine Strength is equal to all that, d&®j000 times more? Could you fling yourself, like
Samson, unarmed, upon a thousand foes, and dteke lbecause the Lord was in you? If you can, you
will have no trouble about this skepticism, andsthguestions and doubts; you will know the Lord’s
truth, for you have seen it! You will know His Igvior you rejoice in it! You will know His Faithful
ness, for it is the pillow for your weary head! Yaill know His Immutability, for it is the anchorfo
your poor tempest-tossed boat! You will know thatiyare blessed of God that made heaven and earth!
May God grant us to know it by the Witness of HislyHSpirit; to know it more and more by living
more and more by faith, for only so shall we kndw-tio know it by despising everything else in com-
parison with it, and relishing it, and prizing lh@ve all the delicacies that can be put upon thkesaof
worldlings. “Blessed of the Lord that made heaved aarth—may we be as assured of this as we are
of our existence! Then shall we be “Strong in tleed_and in the power of His Might.”

V. The fifth point is THIS BLESSING INVOLVES A PECULIR DUTY for, if God has blessed
us, the succeeding duty is that we should bless Niote the 18 verse—“We will bless the Lord from
this time forth and forevermore.”

Come, then, beloved, if God has blessed us, |btass Him! Let us answer to His benediction as the
Alpine echo to the horn. | am afraid we are notyvabundant in blessing and glorifying God. What
were you doing before you came here? What was kstirword at home? Grumbling? Complaining?
Very likely! Is this becoming in one whom God hdsdsed? What were your thoughts before you came
here? Were you fully expecting something terrilbldvappen by-and-by? Mourning you know not why!
Was that it? If so, is this a fit state of mind fame on whom the divine benediction rests like @ha
What were your words on the road here? Let me ggesse silly chat? Some idle tale? Some frivolous
joke? Is this worthy of your destiny? Is this wgrthf an employment suitable for your rank? Brothers
and sisters, we have had enough of all this! lfrymurmuring in times past has not sufficed, | amady
ly in error; if you have not frightened yourselfaergh about things that have never happened, | am in
deed mistaken; and if you have not wasted enougétibrin idle talk, | am bereft of judgment. Now,
from this day forth let us see if we cannot bldssltord continually! Speak to one another, youdreih
of God; speak well of His dear name who has sdyiehdowed you. Let us tell one another what God
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has done for us, saying, “Come and hear, all yoa #&hr God, and | will tell you what He has done fo
my soul.” “I don’t know what | can say,” says somdl. Did God ever do anything for you? Then
begin to pray for His blessing at once, for withdutyou are a miserable creature! But if He hasrbe
favorable to you, tell your fainting brethren hovwe Has restored you; tell your sinking friend how yo
felt a solid bottom beneath your feet when you wbrugh deeper rivers than those which he is pass-
ing through; tell others what you have tasted aamdled—not what you do not know, for borrowed ex-
perience is poor stuff, and savors of fraud. Themssays, “Praise Him from this time forth.” If tihast
has been marred by any other tal&yw, “From this time,” bless the Lord! Wash your mouwthall com-
plaining! Take the cup of gratitude to sweeten ysul, and bless His name from this time forth! ¥?ha
Have you been dumb till now? An heir of heaven spkss? May a sight of God’s blessing open your
mouth! From this time forth begin to bless Himjsta good time in which to begin blessing God; this
moment is a fair season fogpentance When was there a time that was unsuitable foriagagrati-
tude?And when was there an hour when it was not wdllléss God? | beseech you, join me in praising
Him!

Then the psalmist resolves to praise the Lord Yfemmore.” Our adoration of God is never to cease;
as long as there is breath in our body let us erdisn who gives it to us!Dum spiro spero,”said the
heathen, “While | breathe, | hope.” But the Chastisays,Dum expiro spero™—When | die, | will
still hope in God.” While we exist we will adore—

“My God, I'll praise You while | live,
And praise You when | die!

And praise You when | rise again,
And to eternity!”

Repeat the joyous strain! Cease not day nor nighthing of worldly business deserves so much
attention as to warrant our ceasing to bless anghifyathe Lord in our hearts! Now, | pray God that
some here who have never received the divine bigsdter the tenor of the text, may be led to sgek
and you know His word—“Seek you the Lord while Hayrbe found: call you upon Him while He is
near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the Umeigus man his thoughts; and let him turn unto the
Lord, and He will have mercy upon him, and to owdfor He will abundantly pardon.” Oh, that gra-
cious word, “abundantly pardon!” How it meets obuadant sin! Oh, for His attracting love to operate
upon sinners’ hearts!

May He draw you to Himself for Christ’s sake, anéds you, even you who up to now have slighted
His mercy! He delights to be gracious! He loves#édl them beloved, that were not beloved, and to
make them a people that were not a people. Hegryiba humble and contrite, and never rest till the
Lord Himself smiles upon you! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 115; ISAIAH 44:9-20.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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