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“By grace are you saved.”
Ephesians 2:8.

OTHER divine attributes are manifest in salvatibhe wisdom of God devised the plan; the omnip-
otence of God executes in us the work of salvatiba;immutability of God preserves and carries it
on—in fact, all the attributes of God are magnifiedhe salvation of a sinner: but at the same tinee
text is most accurate, since grace is the founéadiof salvation, and is most conspicuous throughou
grace is to be seen in our election, for, “Thera remnant according to the election of grace,ibhy
grace then it is no more of works.” Grace is mastiferevealed in our redemption, for you know there
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and it is lytieconceivable that any soul could have desetedae
redeemed with the precious blood of Christ. Theentleought is abhorrent to every holy mind. Our-call
ing is also of grace, too, for, “He has saved usl, @lled us with a holy calling, not accordingotar
works, but according to His own purpose and gratech was given us in Christ Jesus before the world
began.” By grace also are we justified; for oved awer again the apostle insists upon this gramt an
fundamental truth of God. We are not justified befGod by works in any measure or in any degree,
but by faith alone; and the apostle tells us, slof faith, that it might be by grace.” We see ddgn
thread of grace running through the whole of theistian’s history, from his election before all vds,
even to his admission to the heaven of rest. Galtalong, “Reigns through righteousness untonetler
life,” and, “Where sin abounds, grace does muchenadround.” There is no point in the history of a
saved soul upon which you can put your finger angd 4n this instance he is saved by his own nierit.
Every single blessing which we receive from God esrto us by the channel of free favor, revealed to
us in Christ Jesus our Lord. Boasting is excludedabhse merits are excluded. Merit is an unknown
word in the Christian church; it is banished onod #or all; and our only shouts over foundatiortay
stone are, “grace, grace unto it!” Perhaps the tippsthe more earnest in insisting upon thishtrott
God here, and in many other places, because tlsp@nt against which the human heart raises the
greatest objection. Every man by nature fightsragjagalvation by grace. Though we have nothing good
in ourselves, we all think we have; though we haWéroken the law, and have lost all claim upon di
vine righteousness, yet we are all proud enoudartoy that we are not quite as bad as othersthieat
are some mitigating circumstances in our offenaed,that we can, in some measure, appeal to the jus
tice as well as to the compassion of God. Henceplostle puts it so strongly, “By grace are youesav
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is ift of God; not of works, lest any man shoulé&td’

The statement of the text means just this thatliwveead saving— saving from our sins, and saving
from the consequences of them; and that ifaneesaved, it is not because of any works which weshav
already performed. Who among us, upon looking lzadks past life, would dare to say thatdeserves
salvation? Neither are we saved on account of amksvforeseen which are yet to be performed by us;
we have made no bargain with God that we will dgiiren so much service for so much mercy—neither
has He made any covenant with us of this charadiehas freely saved us, and if we serve Him in the
future, as we trust we shall, with all our heartgd &oul, and strength, evémenwe shall have no room
for glorying because our works are worked in ushef Lord! What have we, then, which we have not
received? We are saved not because of any mitggatroumstances with regard to our transgressions,
nor because we were excusable on account of odhyouof our ignorance, or any other cause; we are
not saved because there were some good points ichavacter which ought not to be overlooked, or
some hopeful indications of better things in thieife! Ah, no—"By grace are you saved”; that clead a
unqualified statement sweeps away all suppositioang deserving on our part, or athoughtof de-
serving! It is not a case of a prisoner at thevilao pleads, “Not guilty,” and who escapes becawse h
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innocent. Far from it, for we are guilty beyond aqilestion! It is not even a case of a prisoner who
pleads, “Guilty,” but at the same time mentiondaiarcircumstances which render his offense less he
nous. Far from it, for our offenss heinous to the last degree, and our sin deseneestmost wrath of
God! Ours is the case of a crimir@anfessindhis guilt, and acknowledging that he deservespie
ishment, offering no extenuation, and making nol@pg but casting himself upon the absolute mercy
of the judge, desiring him, for pity’s sake, to koopon his misery and spare him in compassion! As
condemned criminals, we stand before God when weedo Him for His mercy; we are not in a state
of probation, as some say; our probation is over—aweealready lost! “Condemned already” and our
only course is to cast ourselves upon the sovemignty of God in Christ Jesus, not uttering a $jda

of claim, but simply saying, “Mercy, Lord, | crauendeserved mercy according to Your loving-
kindness, and Your grace in Christ Jesus.” “By grae you saved.” This is true of every saint athea
and every saint in heaven—altogether true withosingle sentence of qualification! No man is saved
except as the result of the free favor, and unbboggrcy of God; not of merit, not of debt; but eely
and altogether because the Lord, “Will have memywom He will have mercy,” and He wills to be-
stow His favor on the unworthy sons of men!

|. This simple truth of God we do not mean to work g morning, doctrinally or controversially,
but to use it for practical purposes, and the fgshis—THIS GREAT DOCTRINE SHOULD INSPIRE
EVERY SINNER WITH HOPE. If salvation is altogethefrthe free favor and grace of God, then who
among us dares to despair? Who in this place bkeadb wicked as to sit down in sullenness and“#ay,
is impossible for me to be saved”?

For first, my brothers and sisters, if salvatiomissod’s mercy only, it is cledahat our sin is by no
means an impediment to our salvati¢init were of justice, our transgression of the laxwuld render
our salvation utterly impossible; but if the Lordals with us upon quite another footing, and sdys,
will forgive them freely,” that very promise prequgses sin! If the Lord speaks of His mercy, thayve
word takes it for granted that we are guilty, areethere would be no room for His mercy at all;\bey
statement that we are saved by grace implies thare fit objects for grace, and who are fit olgdot
grace but the guilty, the wretched, the condemrn@dsbuls of men, the law stops your mouths, and
makes you silently admit that you are guilty befGed; but the gospel opens the mouth of the dumb by
declaring, “Christ died for the ungodly,” and, “ldame into the world to save sinners.” If mercy ceme
into the field, sin is swallowed up in forgiveneaad unworthiness ceases to be a barrier for levedbt
this both clear and comforting?

Now observe thathis prevents the despair which might arise in Aegrt on account of some one
special sinl meet with many whose terror of conscience aris@® one particular crime; had they not
committed that crimson sin, they consider that tihreght have been pardoned, but now they are in an
evil case. “Surely,” they say, “that sin, like aan bolt, has fast closed the gates of heaven sigaia.”
And yet it cannot be so if salvation is of graceth&tever the sin may be, its greatness will onlyes¢o
illustrate the great grace of God. Undeserved megy pardon one sin as well as another if the soul
confesses it. If God acted on the rule of meritwigs, themo sin would be pardonable under any cir-
cumstances, but when He deals with us in a wayaufeg He can pass by any offense for which we seek
forgiveness. The great sinner is so much the fibgect for great mercy; he who has but little sian,
as it were, but draw forth little mercy from Goditiot it out; but he who is guilty of some greapwn-
ing, damning sin—nhe it is to whom the heights aegths of divine mercy may be displayed! And if |
speak to such a one this morning, | would look upon with joyful eyes; sorrowful as he is, | am
thankful to have found out such a one; you ara@ p&atform on which my Lord’s love may display it-
self because you know yourself to be so utterlysa sinner! You are but a black foil to set fottle bril-
liant diamond of my Master’s grace! Your foulnessl§ but illustrate the virtue of His precious btho
and your crimson sin, by yielding in a moment te firecious blood, shall only show how great His
power to save is!

It is clear, too, that ithe sinner’s despair should arise from the longtoarance, multitude, and
great aggravation of his sins, there is no ground if. For if salvation is of pure mercy only, why
should not God forgive 10,000 sins as well as d@#®” you say, “I see why He should not.” Then you
see more than is true, for once come to gracehgwe done with bounds and limits! Know, moreover,
that, “His thoughts are not your thoughts, and hes eavens are higher than the earth, so are His
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thoughts higher than your thoughts, and His wags §four ways.” To blot out 10,000 sins is, with Kim
no effort of grace, for, “He is plenteous in mefdye has been forgiving the sons of men ever sihee
first sinner crossed the threshold of paradise, H@adlelights to do it! So that, guilty ones, | sed¢he
multitude of your sins only so much the more roamthe Lord to exercise His own delightful attribut

of mercy! If He delights to blot out one sin, thida delights 10,000 times more to blot out 10,008'si

If you will look at it in that light, though yourdnsgressions may be as many as the hairs on gadr h
or as the sands on the seashore, you need notrfmm@ent think you are cast away from hope! The
Lord’s mercy is a sea which cannot be filled, tHougountains of sin are cast into its midst! Itikel
Noah’s flood which covers all, and drowns even theuntaintops of heaven-defying sins! | wish to
speak right home to the hearts of those who arteouble, and seeking God’s mercy, and to them |
say—do you not see that if salvation is of graam@] then the depravity of your nature does not shu
you up in despair? What? Though your nature isriedlto sin, and especially inclined to some sins—
what if you are naturally angry and passionate? tWhaepu are proud and covetous? What if you are in
your natural disposition skeptical or lustful? Yetm the grace of God hope flows even for youlhk t
Lord were to deal with you according to your cansion and nature, then indeed it were a hopeless
case with you; but if He blesses you, not becaaseaye good, but because you need to be blessed; if
He looks upon you in His mercy, not because yowaeaitiful, but because you are sick unto deatth, an
defiled, and need to be healed and cleansedisifybur miseryand not your merit which He considers,
then you are yet in the land of hope! However faijjeu may be, you may yet be raised up! Why should
not the Lord take the most depraved and aband@medpbstinate among us, and renew his nature, and
make of him a miracle of grace? Would it not magiis mercy if He should make of such a one the
opposite of what he now is? What if He should miaike tender in heart, holy in spirit, devout in char
acter, ardent in love, and fervent in prayer? Hedait! Glory be to His name, He can do it! Andano
that He deals with us in grace, let us hope Hedullt in the case of many here today.

Remember, too, thany spiritual unfitness which may exist in a maoutth not shut him out from a
hope, since God deals with us in meidyear you say, “I believe God can save me, lauh Iso impeni-
tent.” Yes, and | say it again, if you were to stam terms oflebtwith God, your hard heart would shut
you out of hope; how could He bless such a wrescyoa are, whose heart is a heart of stone? Big if
deals with you entirely upon another ground, namkelig mercy, why | think | hear Him say, “Poor
hard-hearted sinner, | will pity you, and take awayr heart of stone, and give you a heart of fleBlo
you say, “I cannot repent”? | know the criminaldf/that sad fact; it is a great sin not to be dblee-
pent, but then the Lord will not look upon you frahe point of what yowughtto be, but He will con-
sider whatHe can make yowand He willgive you repentance! Has not His Son gone up to he'dwen
alted on high, to give repentance and remissigsird?” Do | hear you confess that you cannot befev
Now, the absence of faith from you is a great eugk, a horrible evil, but then the Lord is deahmith
you on terms of grace, and does not say, “I witl stake you because you do not believe,” but Hes sa
“I'will giveyou faith,” for faith is “not of yourselves, it the gift of God.” He works our faith in us, and
has pity upon us, and takes away the unbelieviagthend gives the tender heart, the believingthear
the presence of the cross of Christ! Oh, thougteldewblack as the devil with past sin, and vileles t
devil with innate depravity, yet, if the Lord’s nogrlooked upon me, could He not forgive the pastl a
change my nature, and make me as bright a sera@alasel before His throne? “Is anything too hard
for the Lord?” O sinner, what a door of hope theught to be open to you in this truth of God—that
salvation is altogether of grace!

And now, to sum up all in a word, there is no siggide circumstance or incident, or anything con-
nected with any man or woman that can shut thenobhbope if he seeks forgiveness through the Sav-
ior's blood! Whoever you may be, and whatever yaayrhave done, grace can come and save you! |
say again, if your character is the question atesgou are lost! If your power to amend your chema
is the hinge of the business, you are lost! Btihéf grace that pardons, and the power that amaottis
come from Godwhy should you be lost? Why should the harloighé Why should the thief perish?
Why should the adulterer perish? Why should thedewar perish? “Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let armunto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him,
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” Ybave heaped up your sins, but God will heap up
His mercy! You have highly aggravated your transgi@ns; you have sinned against light and
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knowledge; you have done evil with both hands ghgleBut, thus says the Lord, “I have blotted oas,

a thick cloud, your transgressions, and, as a ¢lgowr sins: return unto Me for | have redeemed.’you
“Come now, and let us reason together, says thd:ltbough your sins are as scarlet, they shall be
white as snow; though they are red like crimsoay tshall be as wool.”

Il. Secondly, THIS DOCTRINE AFFORDS DIRECTION TO THENNER as to how to act before
his God in seeking His mercy. Clearly, O soul,alvation is of grace alone, it would be a very wyon
course of action to plead that you are not gudtyto extenuate your faults before God—that wergao
upon the wrong tack altogether! If salvation isymur merit, or by an absence afemerit,then you
would be right enough to set up a good character glea, though | believe that in the trial you Vadou
break down mightily, for you are as full of sin@s egg is of meat, and your sin is as damnablelas h
itself! And therefore it would be vain for you tdepd innocence—but if yooould plead it, it is the
wrong plea. If salvation is of grace, then go te tord, and confess your sin and transgressionaakd
for grace; do not for a moment attempt to show $fwat have no need of grace, for that was folly in-
deed! What more foolish than for a beggar to plbad he is not in need? Do not shut the door ofegra
in your own face! To say, “I am not guilty,” is gay, “I do not need God’s mercy”; to say, “| haw n
transgressed,” is to say, “| do not need to beivery” and how better could you commit spiritual-su
cide than by such pleading?

Neither, O sinner, hope to propitiate the Lord wgtfts and sacrifices; if salvation is of gracewho
dare you think tduyit? If He says He gives fteely, bring not with you any bribe, for in so doing you
will insult and anger Him. Indeed, what could yaing to Him when Lebanon is not sufficient to burn,
nor the beasts thereof for a burnt sacrifice? if gould give Him rivers of oil that would delugean-
tinent, or seas of sacrificial blood broad as theifit, yet could you not for a moment render yelifrs
acceptable with Him; therefore do not try it! Vergwn no ceremonies; rest not in rituals; if sabrats
of grace, accept it as a free gift, and bless thergDo not think to dress yourself in garmentsoaf-
ward religiousness, or to borrow virtue from adellman who claims to be a priest; but since savati
is of free mercy, go and cast yourself on that frescy; that is to act according to the dictateprof
dence. Your true course is this—since God is wgllia show His mercy, go and confess that you need
His mercy. Aggravate your sin in the confessioyori can; instead of trying to make it appear whitg,
to see its unutterable blackness; say that yowdh®ut excuse, justly condemned for your transgres
sions; | assure you you shall never go beyondrtith in stating your sin, for that were quite imgpixe.

A man lying wounded on the field of battle—when gwegeon comes round, or the soldiers with the
ambulance, does not say, “Oh, mine is a little vehufor he knows that then they would let him Igut

he cries out, “I have been bleeding here for hoansl am nearly dead with a terrible wound,” for he
thinks that then he will gain speedier relief; amden he gets into the hospital, he does not sdlgeo
nurse, “Mine is a small affair; | shall soon getowt,” but he tells the truth to the surgeon ie thope
that he may set the bone at once, and that doaléercay be taken. Ah, sinner, you must do the same
with God! The right way to plead is to plead youiseny, your impotence, your danger, yaim! Lay
bare your wounds before the Lord, and as Hezelpadad Sennacherib’s letter before the Lord, spread
your sins before Him with many a tear, and manyyaand say, “Lord, save me from all these; save me
from these black and foul things for Your infiniteercy’s sake.” Confess your sin! Wisdom dictated th
you should do so, since salvation is of grace. Areh yield yourself up to God; make no terms with
Him, but say, “Here | stand before You, O my MaHldrave offended You; | yield to You because You
have said You will deal with me on terms of graBehold, | cast myself at Your feet; the weapons of
my rebellion | cast from my hands forever! | dedinat You would take me, and make me what You
would have me to be; and seeing You are a Godawfegil beseech You to have pity upon me. You have
appointed a way of salvation by Jesus Christ; ate sne in that way, | entreat You.”

Now, mark, | need to dwell upon this next pointcéese salvation is of grace it directs the guifty a
to how to plead before God. When we are praying@adding, we sometimes feel we need a help to
guide us in the pleading. Let this guide you: takee that all your pleas with God are consisteri wi
the fact that He saves by His grace. Never britegal plea, or a plea that is based upelf for it will
be an offense to God; whereas, if your argumebased on grace, it will have a sweet savor to Hieh.
me teach you, seeking sinner, for a moment howaw. et it be in this way. Plead with God your mis
erable and undone condition; tell Him you are Wtkast if He does not save you; tell Him you ate a
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ready lost, so that you cannot help yourself hanfbat in this matter if He does not come to yoes-r
cue with the fullness of His power and love. Tethtthat you are afraid to die, and to come befoie H
righteous bar, for unless He saves you, hell vellybur portion. Plead with Him, and ask Him whether
it will delight Him that you should make your bedhell. Say to Him, “Shall the dead praise You?IISha
the condemned set forth Your praise?” Show Himitlinence of your danger; He knows it, but let
Him see thatou know it! This will be good pleading with His mercitave me, O Lord, for if ever a
soul needed saving, if ever a soul was in the @inestruction, | am that soul! Therefore have pipy

on me.” Thus pour out your heart before Him. Theamhly urge the suitableness of His mercy to you:
“Lord, You are merciful; Your mercy will find amplscope in me. Does your grace seek out sin to
purge it away? It is here, Lord! | teem with it—rhgart swarms with evils! If You are merciful, hése

a heart which bleeds, and is ready to perish. O¥ou are, indeed, a physician, here is a sick soat
needs You! If You are ready to forgive, here ares shat need forgiving; come to me, Lord, for Your
mercy will find a grievousness of misery in me! Bes, is not Your mercy free? It is true | do net d
serve it, but You do not give it to men becaustheir merit, else were it not grace and mercy latat
Your free mercy light on me! Why should You pass log@ If | am the vilest of the sons of men, You
will be the more gracious if You look upon me! Tigbul have forgotten You these many years, and
have even despised Your love, will it not be theater mercy on Your part to turn and give Your free
grace to me, even tme?” Then argue with Him the plenteousness of His gr&eg to Him, “Lord,
Your mercy is very great; | know it is. ‘Accordirig the multitude of Your tender mercies, blot oyt m
transgressions.’ If You were a little God, and Yaad but little mercy, | should have but little hape
You, but oh, You are so great and glorious; You cast my transgressions behind Your back; by the
greatness of Your compassion, look on me.”

It is also well to return to the first plea, angbeat it, saying, “Lord, because You have this great
mercy, and | need it, look on my impotence this.deam so weak | cannot come to You, unless You
come to me. You bid me repent, but see how harteayt is! You command me to believe in Jesus, but
my unbelief is very strong! You tell me to look Your dear Son upon the cross, but | cannot see Him
for my tears which blind these weary eyes. “Masteme to the rescue! Come and help Your servant,
for You are strong, and | am weak. You can breakhegrt though | cannot break it, and You can open
my poor bleared eyes, though | cannot as yet seéavasild see the Savior Jesus Christ. Oh, by Your
power and mercy, save a weak, dead sinner.”

And then, if you feel as if you needed some othea egin to plead His promises. Say—

“You have promised to forgive

All who on Your Son believe.

Lord, | know You cannot lie;

Give me Christ or else | die!”
“You have said that if the wicked forsake his wayl daurn unto You, he shall live. Lord, | turn to ivo
Receive me! You have said that all manners of sth@& blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men. You
have declared that the blood of Jesus Christ Yaur Seanses from all sin. Go not back from Your
word, O God! Since You are dealing with men on ®ohgrace, keep Your promise, and let Your rich,
free mercy come to me.”

| know what all this means by experience; | haveegover all these pleas by the week together, and
pleaded with God that He would have mercy upon ‘ffieis poor man cried, and the Lord heard him,
and delivered him from all his fears.” Thereforleelar testimony unto you, O seeking souls, thatighis
the way to move His heart; go upon the plan of graed plead His love. Never plead your merits, but
your demerits!Never your profession of what you hope to do,ymutr acknowledgment of your misery
will have power with Him.

| have found it sweet work, sometimes, to pleachv@bd His mercy in the gifts of Christ. Let me
help you, sinner, to do it, and may the Spirit hgp. Say unto God thus, “Lord, You have given Your
only-begotten Son to die. Surely He need not hasé fbr the righteous; He died for the guilty. | am
such a one—Lord, will You give Your Son for sinneasd then cast sinners away? Did You nail Him to
the cross only for a mockery, that we might com#htd cross and not find pity? O God of mercyhe t
gift of Your Son You have done so much that Younmardraw back! You must save sinners now that
You have given Jesus to die for them.”
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Then plead with Jesus the compassion of His hedrtHim that He said He would not break the
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. Pluak Hy the sleeve, and say, “You have said, ‘Him that
comes unto Me, | will in no wise cast out.” TellrAl that it was written of Him, “This man receives
sinners, and eats with them.” Tell Him that you d&eard, “This is a faithful saying, and worthyatif
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the worhve sinners”; and say to Him, “Have You lostryo
compassion, Savior? Will You not dart a glanceovel on me, even me? You healed lepers—heal my
leprosy! You permitted the woman You called a dogzome and receive blessings at Your hands, and
although | am a dog, yet give the crumbs of Yourap¢o me, even me.” This is the style of plea that
will win the day.

And then | would advise you, if you still fail inrgoyer, to go to God, and say to Him, “Lord, You
have sworn with an oath—'As | live, says the Ldrtave no pleasure in the death of him that dias, b
had rather that he would turn to Me and live.” blanthat you mean this, my God. Will You take pleas-
ure, then, in my death, and spurn me now thatn taryYou?” Tell Him that He has saved other sinners
like you; remind Him of your wife, or child, or &nd; tell Him of Saul of Tarsus; tell Him of the man
who was a sinner. Tell Him of Rahab, and say unta,HLord, do You not delight to save great, big,
evil sinners? | am just such a one! You have nangekd; by all that You have done for others, | pray
You do the same for me.” And then say to Him agdithank You, O God, that You have permitted
evenmeto pray to You; | bless Your grace that You haveved me to come to You; and as You have
given me grace to feel my sin in a measure, wiluYeave me to perish after all? Oh, by the grace |
have received in being spared so long in being pEunto hear Your gospel, | beseech You to give me
more grace!” Then throw yourself down before Himgdaf you perish, perish there! Go to the cross
with such pleas as these, and resolve that ifntlmthat a sinner may die at the foot of the ¢rgss
will die there, but nowhere else! As the Lord myddives, before whom | stand, there shadlvera
soul perish that can cast itself upon the sovergigone of God through Jesus Christ His Son!

[Il. Now, to turn away from that to a third point. A FUCONVICTION OF THIS TRUTH WILL
RECONCILE OUR HEARTS TO ALL DIVINE ORDINANCES WITHREGARD TO SALVATION. |
feel in my own heart, and | think every believerehdoes, that if salvation is of grace, God musaslo
He wills with His own. None of us can say to HilWhat are You doing?” If there were anything of
debt, or justice, or obligation in the matter, tive& might begin to question God—but as there inon
and the thing is quite out of court as to law, &daway from rights and claims, as it is all Gofitee
favor, we will, therefore, stop our mouths, anderejuestion Him. As to the persons whom He chooses
to save, let Him save whom He wills; His name shallhad in honor forever, let His choice be what it
may; as to the instrument by which He saves, let Blve by the coarsest speaker, or by the most elo-
guent; let Him do what seems good to Him. If Hel wave by the Bible, without ministers, we will be
glad to hold our tongues! And if He will save solijsone of our brothers, and not by us, we wilege
to think that we are so little fitted for His sez®j but still, if after doing all we can, He usemther
more than us, we will say, “Blessed be His nhamee& Will not envy our brothers; the Lord shall distri
ute His grace by what hands He pleases. Send, hgndhomever You will send!

And here | come to theinneragain: with the two great gospel commands we naile no dispute.
Has He said, “He that believes, and is baptized bleasaved™? We will never raise a question agains
either the believing or the baptism! If the Lorcdbokes to say, “l will save those who trust in Ctirig
is both so natural a thing that He should claim faith, and so gracious a thing that He shagilet us
the faith He claims of us, that we cannot quesitioAnd even if it were not so, He has a right takma
what rules He pleases; if God permits entrance bylgne door, let us enter by it, and raise noawont
tion. The Lord bids you trust in Jesus—say notaanryheart, “I would rathedo or feel some wonderful
matter.” If He had bid you do some great thing, ldogou not have done it? How much rather, now,
that He says to you, simply trust in Jesus andalbed? | know if | were authorized to preach thigmao
ing that every man who would sail round the wotididd be saved, you would begin saving your mon-
ey to make the great excursion! But when the gospeles to you there in those very pews and aisles,
and bids yownow turn your eyes to the crucified Savior, and dolgk to Him, | know if you have not
learned the truth of God, that salvation is of gragou will kick at that divine command! But if you
know it is of grace, and only grace, you will s&weet is the command of God! Lord, enable me, now,
to trust myself with Your dear Son.”
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And then, you will not quarrel with the ordinancebaptism, either. | know it is very natural that
you should say, “What is there in it?” | also woslly, what is there in it? What can there be ineaem
washing in water? If you thought there were anyagan by it meritoriously, you would have missed
the track altogether! But the Lord has put it, thet who believes, and is baptized, shall be sé\ad]
therefore youmustobey! | do not attempt to justify my Lord for soamanding, foHe needs no de-
fense fromme; but if He so chooses to put it, the true heart yidld a prompt obedience to His will. If
it were of merit, | could see no merit in baptismin the believing, for surely it cannot be meriturs to
believe what is true, or to have one’s body washkigid pure water. But salvation is of grace—ancd# t
Lord chooses to put it so, let Him put it as Helstil am such a sinner, | will take His mercy, Kdim
present it in what way He pleases.

As to the manner in which the Lord may be pleasa@veal Himself to any one of us, | am sure that
if we know that salvation is of grace, we shall eeguarrel about that any more. To some of us, the
Lord revealed Himself on a sudden; we know whemwgee converted to the day! | know the place to a
yard, but many others do not. The day breaks om tgedually—first twilight, and then a brighter
light—and afterwards comes the noon. Do not letjuarrel about that. So long as | get a Savior, | do
not mind how | get Him! So long as He blots out smys, | will not quibble about the way in which He
manifests His love to me. If it is of grace, thié¢msces everything—Jew and Gentile shut their meuth
without a murmuring word—and all together sit doatrthe foot of the cross, no more to question, but
reverently to adore!

I\V. I pass over this point rapidly, for time flies. ladly would clip his wings. But | must introduce
to you the next fact—that the doctrine that sabratis of grace furnishes to those who receive it A
MOST POWERFUL MOTIVE FOR FUTURE HOLINESS.

A man who feels that he is saved by grace says] @d of His free favor blot out my sins? Then,
oh, how I love Him! Was it nothing but His love tlsaved an undeserving wretch? Then my soul is knit
to Him forever.” Great sin becomes in such a casbarrier to great holiness, but rather a motivdtfo
for he who has had much forgiven, loves much, anth much, he begins at once to be in earnest in
the service of Him whom he loves! | put it to yainner, if the Lord this morning were to appeayado
and say, “All your sins have been blotted out,” Vdoyou not love Him? Yes, | think a dog would love
such a Master as that! Would you not love Him? Mesnow you would! | know you proud, self-
righteous people would not—but yoeal sinners, if pardon were to come to you—would yot love
God with all your hearts? Assuredly you would, aémeh your soul would begin to burn with a desire to
honor Him! You would need to tell the next persau ynet—*“The Lord has had mercy upon me! Won-
der of wonders, He has had mercy upog!” And then you would desire to put away everythingt th
would displease Him. Away, you sins! Away, you sihew can | defile myself with you again? And
then you would desire to practice all His will, asaly, “For the love | bear His hame, no duty shall
too difficult, no command too severe.” There araeavho love God like those who are saved by grace!
The man who thinks to save himself by works dod¢dowe God at all; he lovdsmsel—he is a servant
working for wages, and that is the kind of servahb would turn to another master tomorrow if he
could get better paid! And if the wages do not sunt, he will strike. The old-fashioned servantgave
the best servants in the world, for they lovedrtheasters, and if paid no wages at all would haveks
to the family for love’s sake. Such are the servartGod who are saved by His grace. “Why,” they, sa
“He has already pardoned me, and saved me, anefdhemy ear is bored, and fastened to the door of
His house to be His servant forever; and my gleyyliam Your servant, | am Your servant, and the s
of Your handmaid, You have loosed my bonds.” Saaman feels that he must perfect holiness in the
fear of the Lord. He will not stop short with a rsaee of grace—he wants immeasurable grace! He will
not say, “There are some sins in me which | caoretcome,” but by God’s grace he will seek to drive
out all the Amalekites! He will not say, “Up to shpoint | am commanded to go, but beyond that Ehav
a license to say, ‘That is my besetting sin; | cdrget rid of it.”” No, but loving God with all hikeart,
he will hate sin with all his heart, and war with svith all his might, and will never put sword scab-
bard till he is perfected in the image of ChristieTLord fires us with such ardent love as this, hnd
know no way by which to get it except by comingHion on terms of grace, confessing sin, receiving
His mercy, feeling His love kindled in the heartdonsequence, and thus the whole soul becomes con-
secrated to the Lord.
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V. Lastly, I wish | could handle my text as | desaad as it handles me, but the truth of my text will
be A TEST FOR THIS CONGREGATION.

The way you treat this text shall well reveal wiat are. It will be either a stone of stumbling to
you this morning, or else a foundation stone oncWlhyiou build. Is it a stone of stumbling? Did | hea
you murmur, “Why, the man does not hold up moraditg good works; he preaches salvation for the
guilty and the vile; | do not need such a religi@Alas, you have stumbled at this stumbling stams|
shall be broken upon it. You shall perish, for ylmiinsult your God by thinking yourself wiser thidis
Word, and by fancying that your righteousness iepthan the righteousness of Christ! You imagine
you can force your way to heaven by a road thatast effectually blocked up! You despise the path
which the Lord has opened! Beware of self-righteess! The black devil of licentiousness destrogs hi
hundreds, but the white devil of self-righteousr#sstroys his thousands! But do you accept thisaex
a foundation stone? Do you say, “I need grace,eddéor | am guilty”? Then come and take all the
blessings of the covenant, for they are yours! tide put down the mighty from their seat, and He has
exalted them of low degree; He has filled the hyngith good things, but the rich He has sent away
empty.” Are you guilty? Come and trust your Savidre you empty? Come and be filled out of the
fullness which is treasured up in Christ Jesusia®el in Jesus now, for one act of faith sets yee fr
from all sin! Do not tarry for a moment, nor ragpgestions with your God; believe Him capable of-inf
nite mercy, and through Jesus Christ rest in Hirgoll are the worst soul in the world in your ows a
prehension, and the one odd man that would beoléfof every catalog of grace, now write not such
things against yourself—or even if you do, come east yourself upon your God! He cannot reject you
or if He should, you would be the first that ewersted in Him and was refused! Come and try! O&t th
His Spirit may bring you to Jesus at this very motpand that in heaven there may be joy in the-pres
ence of the angels of God because a soul has ednfithe grace of God, and found immediate pardon
and instantaneous salvation through the precicadbdf Christ! The Lord bless every one of you!

Oh, how | would like that every soul here shouldvieshed in the blood of Christ this morning!
Would God that every one of you were robed in tgbteousness of Christ this day, and prepared+to en
ter into His rest! Pray for it, Christian brothensd sisters! Why should we not have it? Why, tlis-c
gregation, great as it may seem, comparativelyery little to God! Why should there be one leftdu
Let your prayers encircle the whole house and thementire audience up to God! Lay it before Hird an
say, “By Your mercy, and by Your loving-kindnesseall this gathered company, for Christ’'s sake.”
Amen.
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