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“Elijah said unto them, take the prophets of Badkt not one of them escape,”
1 Kings18:40.

ELIJAH may be called the Iron prophet; he was anséand brave man who flinched not to deliver
his Master's message at all hazards. It was rigttguch a man should be raised up just at that, fion
the Sidonian queen, Jezebel, was a woman of imysespirit, superstitious to the last degree, asd-re
lute in carrying out her will; she ruled King Ahahith sovereign sway, and had issued her mandate tha
the prophets of Jehovah should be slain, a mandaitd was all too well obeyed. None could stand be-
fore this tigress until Elijah came, and dared inatice to do its worst. That lone man, of heroialso
stemmed the fearful torrent of idolatry, and likeogk in mid-current, firmly stood his ground. He,
alone and single-handed, was more than a matdlftre priests of the palace and the groves, agen
one lion scatters a flock of sheep. On the occasiaur text, you will remember that he had protes
prophets of Baal to be liars and pretenders, aed, thke a practical man as he was, he went ohdo t
natural conclusion. The law of Israel was, “Theptret, which shall presume to speak a word in My
name, which | have not commanded him to spealhatrghall speak in the name of other gods, even
that prophet shall die”; and, therefore, the camadproven before all men, Elijah became himgb#,
executioner; he bade the people seize the impostodshe himself purpled the Kishon with their oo
“Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of themaps¢” was the thundering voice of the prophet i&f. fi
The man did his Master’s will thoroughly, neverareng of compromise. Perhaps it was for this reason
that he, with but one other of woman born, ascenddwaven by an unusual road. The God who made
him so grandly faithful had determined that he vgassed through the world differently from other
men, should pass out of it differently, and he \alad in life flamed like a seraph, should in a obiaof
fire be carried to his reward.

| am not, however, about to go further into theadetof that matter, but would seek instructiomfro
its main idea. Brothers and sisters, #pgritual teaching of such an utterance as this is far-iegch
there is a lesson in it which might be turned toxynaccounts, for like the cherubic sword at thee gt
Eden, it turns every way. One use of it must saffir this morning, but at the same time, as a diint
how it might be employed, we would observe th&iais a distinct bearing upon the present conditfon o
the Church of God. “Take the prophets of Baalnlatt one of them escape,” is a voice which our cathe
drals and parish churches might be the better éarihg; unholy compromises are the fashion of the
day; an infusion of honest blood is needed, graatlyded. Men are growing utterly careless as to rel
gious truth because they see the servants of Galdtha votaries of Baal associated in the samecbhur
and worshipping at the same altars! Sincere loyalfgod does not tolerate this confederacy withaido
ters. Errors were allowed to remain in the Natiddhurch for the sake of peace, and now they have be
come dominant, and threaten to destroy the loviettseotruth of God! It is now clear that every erod
doctrine or ordinance is as mischievous as a ptophBaal, and should not be endured; the world is
wide, and men are only responsible to God for thelrefs, but theehurch should not, within her bor-
ders, allow falsehood to propagate itself. Chntidave no right to associate themselves with any
church which errs in its teaching; if we see thatsg error is rampant in a church, and we joimit i
membership, we are partakers of its sins, and &k Isave to share in its punishment in the dayisitv
ation! It is utterly false that it does not mattewhat church we belong; it matters to every mawo Wwas
a conscience and loves his God. | dare not assoitiathurch fellowship with Ritualists and Rational
ists—Iloyal subjects will not join the society caitiors.
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What a blessing it would have been in Luther’s tifndne Reformation had been carried out com-
pletely; great as the work was, it was, in sometsia very superficial thing, and left deadly esron-
touched. The Reformation in England was checkeddbigy almost as soon as it commenced; ours is a
semi-popish church! If in this country the axe leen laid to the root of the trees, as John Knikila
in Scotland, we might have been spared a thousarlsj but now, the trees, which were only lopped,
begin to send out their branches again, and tloesewhich were allowed to occupy a secondary place
by permission, now come to the front and threatethtust out the truth of God altogether! The only
way in which our conscience can be kept clear lee®wd, so that we can walk with Him in light, isth
we abhor every false way, and renounce everythiniglwis not of God and of the truth. “To the law
and to the testimony: if they speak not accordmghis word, it is because there is no light inntkie
When will Christians see this? The Bible, and thield3alone, is said to be the religion of Protettan
but the statement is a terrible lie! The most aft@tants believe a crowd of other things overabyale
what is taught in the Bible; they practice ordinescestitute of Scriptural authority, and beliewe-d
trines which are not revealed by the Holy Spiriapidy will the churches be when they shall castlodf
yoke of all authority apart from the Scriptures d@he Spirit! What have the Lord’s free men to dohwi
councils of the church; with fathers and doctorghwradition and custom? The true church has Inet o
Rabbi, and His Word suffices! Away with the comminaahts of men! Down with the traditions which
make void the law of God. “Take the prophets of IBid not one of them escape.” A thorough purga-
tion is needed—a root and branch reformation iseirafively necessary! May the Lord send us a proph-
et, clothed with the spirit and power of Elijah, Whhom the fruitless and poisonous trees of erratl sh
be hewn down and cast into the fire!

| am not, however, about to speak upon that impbabject. |1 need to carry fire and sword into
another district where | trust the invasion wileld practical results. Let us look at home, seagtour
own hearts, testing our own souls. Our manhood tispe kingdom—spirit, soul, and body are the
United Kingdom of the Isle of Man; that kingdom daigo be wholly dedicated to the one God of Israel!
But instead, sin has polluted it, and even wher&bwg’s grace the reigning power of evil has bedn su
dued, sin still intrudes and seeks to regain theteng. The great law of Christian life in regardsia
within ourselves is, “Take the prophets of Baal;Het one of them escape.” We hold neither truae no
parley with iniquity; war to the knife against eyesin of every sort should be the constant habthef
Christian’s innermost nature!

| shall, this morning, only speak to the peopléod. Let that be fully understood. | amot address-
ing myself now to unregenerate persons, to thoseavl not believers in Jesus Christ. | would bé-foo
ish, indeed, if | were to exhort those who are deasin to fight with their sins in the hope of alsting
salvation, for that is not the way of salvatioralif even were they capable of it! Sinners mugsit fire
led to Christ and find saving grace in Him by akad faith! Faith is thefirst business, not works! To
talk of good works before the new birth is to dggael the divine order, and put the last firstsitdle to
talk of thedutiesof a Christian to a man who is not a Christian.ybo unconverted hearers, the first,
and for the present, tlenly work of God is that you believe in Jesus ChrisbomiHe has sent. “Believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be savied,He who believes and is baptized shall be dave
but he who believes not shall be damned.” | addmegself to only those who have believed, and upon
them | would press home the clear, sharp, thor@eginsel of the text.

We shall give, first of allreasons for the slaughter which we now commaedpndly,arguments
for its thoroughnessLet not one escape”; and then, thirdigyths of practical value will be mentioned,
to help us in carrying out the command.

l. First, then, let us cite some REASONS FOR THE SLAJ&R which we now advise.

At the outset we remind you that our sins deserwdid, every one of them, becatley are traitors
to our God.Oncewe were traitors, too, and then we gave our sinsllangishelter; we conspired against
the Majesty of heaven, and, therefore, our trarssgoas were loved and pampered; they were our dar-
lings, and we doted on them. At this time, belowbd, case is altered, the Lord Jehovah is our Gdd a
King; we delight in His reign, and our prayer iket the whole earth be filled with His glory.” Ounr-
bred sins would gladly rob the Lord of His gloryeey sin is virtually an attack upon the thronettue
Most High; it is a treasonable assault upon thevoraoghts of heaven. He who rebels against thedaw
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God by his breach of that law, virtually says, ‘illwmot have this lawmaker to rule over me.” Itriet
right, then, O you children of the kingdom, that should be permitted to assail the Lord through! yo
It is not right that souls redeemed by the bloodesus, loved with an everlasting love, and maderse
of endless favor, should harbor those black andltfatutors; the sins of the flesh and of the mihet
the decree go forth in the power of God the HolyiSthis day to crucify the flesh with its affeotis
and lusts! Take those foxes which spoil the viaesl let not one of them escape!

Let them be slain, secondly, becatisey have already done us infinite ewl.their assault upon
God we have already found a master motive for the@rthrow. Let us remember, also, that they have
sorely injured us and our race. My brothers anttiswhat has sin done for us? Can you point yo an
advantage or blessing with which it has enrichedl Lok down the roll of history and see if sin @ n
man’s worst enemy; whose hot breath blasted Edenesgd all its bowers of bliss, and caused théhear
to become barren so that without labor even unteaswshe will not yield bread for our sustenance?
Mark well yon innumerable graves which cover evalain with hillocks. Who slew all these? By what
gate came death into the world? Was not sin thigojato open the portal? Listen at this momenth® t
shouts of war which in every age of the world’stdrig have created a horrible din of groans of dying
men, and shrieks of fleeing women! Who first dipyed flag in blood, and made the air pestilent with
carnage? And yonder despotic throne which has eduslown the multitude, and made the lives of
many bitter with hard bondage; who laid its darkrfdations and cemented it with blood? From where
came war with its carnage, and tyranny with itdesuigs? From where, indeed, but from the sins and
lusts of men? All over the world, if there is hewkan the furrow, and thistles on the ridge, sinand
has sown them broadcast! Sin turned the apples@di8 to ashes, and the grapes of Gomorrah to gall.
The trail of this serpent, with its horrid slimegshobliterated the footsteps of joy! Before the ahaof
sin | see the garden of the Lord and behind itsedeand a morgue! Stay awhile. No, start notcoate
with me; look down into the ghastly gloom of Tophiiat abhorred region where dwell the finally im-
penitent who died with unforgiven sins upon thesatis! Can you bear to hear their groans and moans
of anguish? We will not attempt to describe theesufgs of spirits driven from their God, eternally
banished from all hope and peace, but we will ask ¥ brothers and sisters, who dug yon pit antl cas
men into it? Who provides the fuel for that tereilllame, and where gets the worm that dies nobdth
which never blunts? Sin has done it all! Sin, thathrer of hell, the fountain of fire to which we may
trace each burning stream! O sin, it is not rigfattany heir from heaven, redeemed from hell, shoul
make friends with you! Shall we fondle the adderpiess the deadly cobra to our bosom? If it had no
been for the grace of God, our sins would have sbutip in hell already, and even now they seek to
drag us there! Therefore let us take these enavhi@sr souls and slay them—Iet not one escape!

But further, dearly beloved it is right that eveig should die through the grace of God, whethisr it
pride, or sloth, or covetousness, or worldlinessust, or any other form of evil; it is right thétshould
die becausdé will work us serious mischief it is not put to death. Of great sins, as menkhhem,
there is little need that | speak to you, for ydukaow how dangerous they are; but those callttb i
sins are equally to be renounced! To fall by litiked little is a terrible way of falling! Ahristian can-
not indulge a known sin and yet walk with God; asrsas we tolerate sin within ourselves, we lose
power in prayer, the Scriptures cease to be swees twvhen sin becomes pleasant, and the services of
the sanctuary are dull and lifeless when the hedatscinated by evil. No tongue can ever tell wihé-
chief a single sin will do to a professor; it ikdithe one worm at the root of Jonah’s gourd. Ta&e
vid’'s case; what a change came over the spirihatf than’s life from the moment when he went astray!
He reached heaven, but how painfully he limpedhedlway there, and how heavily he groaned at every
step! The songs he wrote before that time are é&etly jubilant, and often ring with the crash oéth
loud sounding cymbals; but after that, the voicehaf sweet singer of Israel is hoarse; he toudhes t
mournful string, and supplants the psaltery bytthembone.Sin broke that eagle wing and dimmed that
eagle eye! Samson is a yet sadder case; let hia $baks and blind eyes speak to us. O soul, if you
would behold your worst enemies, look upon yous;sihyou would see that which can straiten your
soul’'s estate, bankrupt your heart of joy, shipwrgour assurance, and kill your usefulness, yowehav
only to look upon sin! Can't you see it? Its scades bright with many colors, and its eyes glearth wi
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fascination, but its fangs are deadly; as Amalek W& remorseless foe of Israel, so is sin théepdi
enemy of the believer! Therefore, to arms agaith3take all its children, and let not one escape!

These reasons might suffice to arouse us to thglslar. Shall not traitors die? Shall not those who
have compassed our ruin be put far from us? Sballhese insatiable adversaries who are swiftar tha
eagles, and stronger than lions to injure us; st@lithese, | say, be resisted and overcome? Ratte
them is not to be dreamed of! The Lord and His feespall have war with Amalek from generation to
generation! Let not our heart incline to sparenglsi sin, but with a jealousy as cruel as the gtavas
hunt down these unclean beasts!

| think when Elijah said, “Take the prophets of Béat not one of them escape,” he derived an ar-
gument from the spot where the altar had so latgdpd. By that wondrous spectacle, when bullock,
wood, stones, and water were all licked up by helgvere, he would plead with them to serve Jehovah
Surely Elijah would say, “Look you therthe sacrifice has been accepted by JehoVdhat then? What
is the natural consequence of it, but that the ee=wf that sacrifice, the setters up of a rivaltiu,
should at once be slain?” Brothers and sisters,aywlil have seen the sacrifice of Calvary—a sight f
more august than that of Carmel; no bullock wasethleut the Son of God made flesh! Your faith has
seen Him nailed to the tree; you have beheld tfferings of His body, and by contemplation you have
gazed upon the agony of His soul, and you know ‘thaileased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put
Him to grief.” When He made His soul “a sacrifiaa &in,” the flames of divine justice fell upon the
victim, and now the sacrifice is finished! Christshmade an accepted atonement for all our sinyauill
not draw the inference that from now on you carsewe sin? By the blood of Jesus you are under
bonds to hate evill These sins necessitated tlegsgof Christ; will you indulge them? For theseuyo
transgressions, your Savior bore the Wrath of Gatl;you return to them? This would be barbarous
ingratitude; can you be guilty of it; can you gag®on the bleeding wounds of Jesus, and then wound
Him afresh with sin? Say, believer, are you justifiand yet can you go back to wanton dallianch wit
transgression? It cannot be! There is no more ggingt spectacle in the world than the sight of the
bloody sacrifice of Jesus Christ; there is nothwitgch to the Christian mind is a more convincinggdr
that sin must die, than the fact that Jesus diezdividn’s eternal darling bleeds and suffers forstyeas-
sion—then transgression must die, too! The crassifees sin; the tomb of Jesus is the sepulcheruof
iniquities; by the blood and wounds of Jesus, veecampelled to take the prophets of Baal and let no
one escape! Have your swords ready for their Heldpgsand slay them! Hew them in pieces, as Samuel
hewed Agag before the Lord!

The prophet might have used another argument whiahld be sure to agree with them. “Listen,”
he might have saidyou have yourselves confessed that Jehovah is Gwédstruck by the miracle, you
have a second time repeated the ascription ofeotaidehovah, and acknowledged that He is God! What
then? Let these seducers be put down at once!” &eonfession demanded consistent action. The most
of you to whom | speak this morning have avowed the Lord of holiness is your God; you have not
only said it by joining in the solemn worship ofetlsanctuary, and thus declaring it in psalms and
hymns, and by saying Amen to our prayers, but nodrypu have avowed your personal faith before the
Church of God. You have come before the assembilettidrs and sisters, and you have declared that
the Lord is your God and King! Moreover, you hanebedience to your Master's command, submitted
yourselves to that symbolic ordinance by which yawe declared yourselves to be dead to the world,
and buried with the Lord Jesus in baptism untoldeablemnly have you been baptized into His name,
and in His name have been raised up from the ligtate—will you be false to all that this symbok2e
Is your profession a lie? Was your baptism a blespius falsehood, a presumptuous intrusion? Let me
put it to each heart as | would put it to my owet; Us have no profession, or else make it true! knd
our profession is true, it certainly demands thatssiould not be pampered but abhorred! But amt| no
speaking to church members who think it consistéttt their profession to do during the week what
they would not like to have known today? Are theo¢ some of you who in trade have not clean hands,
and yet have been outwardly washed as professdthiigt? It may be you will come this evening to
the Lord’s Table wherein you set forth the Rede&ragath, and yet the morsels from Satan’s talde ar
hardly out of your mouths! If your life all the wiebas been contrary to the life of Christ, what yoa
doing among His people on the Sabbath? If you gelat home in a passionate spirit, in a proud and
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hectoring conversation—if you are dishonest, ifryialk is unchaste, if you practice intoxicationaory
other unhallowed indulgence of the flesh, who ckrarcyou from guilt? You have declared that you
worship God; how dare you follow Baal! You say tyau are the servants of Christ; how can you be
servants of Belial, also? Can you link the two tbge? It must not, cannot be! If God is God, sdtua
with all your heart and mind! But if the world asah, after all, are better than the Lord’s wayntisay

so honestly, and take your choice! Be true, | ypi@y—be always true to your solemn professions!

The prophet had a claim upon them because he wimubtedly undethe inspiration of GodHe
had no need to tell them so, for they all obseitiethe actions of Elijah that day were very renatle,
and indeed, apart from the fact of his being guib@od’s Spirit, they would have been questionable
But God gave him certain sacred instincts whicledtoim in the place of verbal directions, and trenm
was led beyond himself by a mysterious influence/lhiich he was pliant and plastic. When he laughed
at the priests of Baal, he did what God would hiawe do; when he bowed his knee, and cried for the
fire, and the fire came, he was yielding to tharvimpulse which struggled within him; and so, whe
he said, “Take the prophets of Baal; let not on¢hem escape,” all the people were obedient because
they felt that God was speaking through the marw Nfiothere is any voice in the world which is assu
edly divine it is that which cries out of the exeal glory, “Little children, keep yourselves fradols.”

“Put off concerning the former conversation of tié man, which is corrupt according to the deceitfu
lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of your mirfdbstain from all appearance of evil.” “Be you teer
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaseerfect.” This is the intention of election—Has
chosen us that we should bely. This is the object of redemption—He has deterohiteeredeem us
from all iniquity. This is the great end and aimtloé Spirit of God—that we may be His workmanship,
created in the image of God. Holiness is the gregirement, and at the same time the goeatlege

of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ! O brotlaerd sisters, think not that these lips speak ahdmen

| say slay the sins that are in you, let not ormape—it is God who speaks it, and Mt voice have
power over your souls!

Again, | think Elijah had a very prevalent argumasthe pointed to the fields around Carmel, and to
the parched sides of the mountain; far as the eylsee there was not a speck of green; even where
the water-course at other times had supported rawmdine of straggling vegetation, there was now no
trace of rush, or reed, or grass—all brooks andlet¢ were dried up and their banks were desolate.
Men looked with eager gaze, but saw no trace afggfar beasts, or corn for men. With what eloquence
could Elijah have pleaded had he cared to do so+itA$ has been brought upon you by your sins!
You have turned aside from God, and He has stroaktilf Lebanon languishes, and Sharon’s plains are
as the dust of the furnace. If you would remove i, sweep away the cause of it; slay the traitor
who have despoiled you!” Let me at this time paame of you to the barrenness of your spirits inci-
dent upon sin; remember your loss of fellowshiphv@trist, your need of joy in God, your powerless-
ness in prayer, your lack of influence for good mipiwe church, and upon the world. What has made you
barren? There was a time with you, in those youmygs @f your espousals, when your soul was like the
garden of the Lord, and the excellence of Carmel Sharon were yours. But now, this day, even
though you sit with God’s people, you do not enjloy Word as they do; and though you pray, it is not
prevailing prayer; and when you sing, the hymnsciicharmed you once are now monotonous. The
joy has departed from your life! Its verdure arsldbmeliness are gone, and why? Have not yourtsecre
sins betrayed you? Were they not to your soulsrasta to a garment—fretting and devouring it? Gray
hairs were here and there upon you, and you knewtjttill a spiritual decay made you totter forake
ness; the thieves of sin have in the night brolkeaugh and stolen away your jewels, and carried off
your choice treasures; if you wish to recover yfmumer state of bliss, you must at once, with resol
tion, take these prophets of Baal, and let notajritbem escape!

Might not Elijah have said, “Think of your unanswerprayers?” Some of you have a long file of
them. Like the Israelites in Elijah’s day who cried rain, but no rain came, you have been praging
God for your children’s conversion, and they aré canverted; you have asked for spiritual life of a
dear friend, and you have not had it. Perhapsdhson is this—you walk contrary to God, and He is
walking contrary to you! If you will not hear Himgither will He hear you! He will not cast you @urtd
let you utterly perish, but He will restrain thealvens, and they shall be as brass above you. Ymota
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be a Jacob in prayer if you are an Esau in lifglolfi are weak on your knees, y@imshave worked the
mischief—let them not escape! Remember, if you sl#ly the Lord’s enemies, He will remove your
barrenness, and hear your cries. When the proptidédsaal had watered the ground with their heart's
blood, the Lord deluged the fields with rain, bot till then; when we give up sin, we shall findr @ap-
tivity turned. Put away sin from you, and God wilsit you! Christian, purge your way, and you shall
see Christ’s face again! He has gotten Himself awtyHis chamber, to see what you will do when He
has left you, and now if you will sigh and cry tant§ He will return. Above all, if you will say—

“The dearest idol | have known,

Whatever that idol be.

Now will | tear it from its throne,

And worship only Thee”;
you shall soon have back your Master, and with Hihthe dews of His Spirit, and your soul shalldlo
som again, and the fruits of joy and holiness sbalbrought forth! Need | argue longer? Is not gver
Christian ready to take up the sacrificial knifelahay his transgressions?

Il. Secondly, let me remind you that the text is a wagrough going one. “Take the prophets of
Baal; let not one of them escape.” Let me give S&éR&GUMENTS FOR THIS THOROUGHNESS. |
fear there is good need why | should argue forthloeoughness of the slaughter of sin because human
nature makes desperate attempts to rescue ableasin. Like Saul, it cannot bear to kill all thena-
lekites; it would save a few of the better softal’e heard men very eloquent against drunkennesg, v
and | would not have them less so; but they havwehad a word to say against Sabbath-breaking, or
against unbelief, hardness of heart, pride, orrggiteousness; they would kill the adder, and sphe
viper! Have you not, also, known some who justtig taunt in Samuel Butler's epktudibras, and,
“Compound for sins they are inclined to, by damniingse they have no mind to”? They are ferocious
against certain sins, and fond of others; they dowit touch arsenic, but poison themselves witlsgcu
acid! Just as Lot said of Zoar, so do they sayjt“i®ot a little one?” Some will avow that they leas
constitutional tendency to a sin, and thereforg ttenot overcome it; they take out a license ricasid
reckon them clear, though they indulge in theit puopensity! Brothers and sisters, this will nedet
Indulgences for sin issued by the Pope are nowctegje—shall we write them out for ourselves? Is
Christ the messenger of sin? | know that some pereel they are occasionally excused in the use of
bitter language because they are provoked, butdl fio such excuses in the Word of God! In no one
passage do | find a permit fanysin, or a furlough fronany duty!

Sin is sin in any case, and in any man, and wenar¢o apologize for it—but to condemn it! It is
pleaded by some that their father was passionatesa they are passionate—because it runs in their
blood. But let them remember that the Lord musamde their blood, or they will die in their sin!lHets
will say that their constant discontent, morosenssgmuring, and tendency to quarrel with everybody
must be set down to their infirmity of body. Wdllam not their judge, but the Word of the Lord does
judge them, and declares that sin shall not hawmeirdon over the believer. Does a sin easily besét u
We are doubly warned to lay it aside; more graceeeded, and more grace may be had. Never suppose
that God has given you a license &my sin so that you may live in it as long as you pé&ano, but be-
lieve that Jesus has come to save us from our Isieae received no intimation from the Lord to ldea
delicately with any man’s sins, or to become an@gpst for transgression; my message is that gak]i
“Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of themapsC’ For, observe thigne sin may result in fatal
consequences$To a child of God?” you ask. | say not that, bt do we know that you are a child of
God? How dare you think yourself born from abovelevlgour heart loves any one sin! In truth, you
may be assured that you aret a child of God if there is angnesin from which you do not long to be
delivered! A child of God may for a while be tbaptiveof sin, but never &ver of sin!l Onesin ruined
our race!Onefruit plucked from the forbidden tree hurled maatidrom its pristine glory! The effect of
that one sin has gone on rankling in our bloodugho6,000 years, and will go on when years cease to
be counted; destroying men throughout an eterritya if it is not purged out of them. That is seme
thing dreadful to think of as the result@fe sin! Where one sin does not ruin a church, sed wis
chief it causes. There was only one Achan, butlstas defeated at Ai, and could not conquer timél
accursed thing was discovered and put away! Thergeaisons so potent that one drop will envenom
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the whole body! One leak in a ship may be suffictersend it to the bottom! One lone rock may break
the staunchest timbers of a gallant vessel! Sayhadtthere is no danger in one sin, but may Gadhtgr
us grace to feel that no evil must be spared!

Then, dear brothers and sisters, there is thistahdhere never was one sin alone, yet. Sins ydwa
hunt in packs. See one of these wolves, and youbmeaertain that a countless company will follow at
its heels. | spoke just now of the sin of Adamhe garden in taking forbidden fruit—let me ask, wha
was the essence of that sin? | think it would redbficult to maintain the thesis that it was prjcbr
that it was discontent, or that it was lust, or elidd, or, indeed, almosiny other sin you may like to
name! It was a many-sided transgression; its lighblves itself into all the colors of evil. Thawil's
name was Legion, “for they are many.” Sin’s wholedal may be hatched out of one egg; the first orig-
inal sin had all others in its loins. So we must thenk of indulging even one sin, because it Wiiing
seven others more wicked than itself; he who speitts one sin will soon come to play with more, and
go from bad to worse. A thief who cannot get irthett front door because he finds it locked, tries th
back door and the windows, and then finds a httiledow so small that it was not fastened because no
full-grown man could enter by it, and thereforeputs achild through it, and that is quite enough, for
the little one can unlock the door and let in aswynihieves as he willl So one sin put into the sand
allowed to run riot there may prepare the hearttfansgressions never dreamed of! Men do not all at
once grow abominable—sin works the way for sin, fatigt nursed grows into crime.

Brothers and sisters, there are Christians whautfira measure of yielding to only one sin are all
their lifetime subject to bondage. They are weaf§rarce; they are melancholy; they never rejoicéén
Lord; their characters are doubtful; they are pp@mples; they have but little influence for goddeir
usefulness is questionable; their life is weak, ianall probability their death will be clouded. &nhwill
be saved, but so as by fire; they will get intobway but they will be like a vessel | saw some fiays
ago after the late gales—they will have to be tdggetheir masts gone, their sails torn to pieseshat
they cannot realize the blessed word, “So an ecéramay be administered unto you abundantly into the
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

There is one strong reason for thoroughness ircsig@r out sin with which | will close this point. |
is this: there is certainly no sin that Jekuses;consequently there is no sin theg should love. Jesus
never smiles on any sin of ours, but for everyrsnwept, groaned, bled, and died. Shall His murdere
be our favorites? Shall we harbor those who spétisndear face, and pierced His blessed sidekthi
there is no argument as powerful to the Christetha love of Christ! If you are a wife, a lovirignder
wife, you will do nothing which would grieve youusband; if you have grown cold in love that motive
will not sway you; but if your heart is warm, anduyfeel the love of your espousals, you will need n
other law. Beloved, will you grieve the Lord thaiught you? Will you do despite to Him whose heart
bled for you? By all the charms of His matchlesaubg, and the flames of His quenchless love, |ghar
you to be chaste to your soul’s Bridegroom, andsehaway the wanton rivals which would steal your
heart and defile you! Let Calvary be the Tyburryofir sins—

“Yes, my Redeemer, they shall die,
My heart has so decreed.

Nor will | spare the guilty things
That made my Savior bleed.”

lll. And now we shall close, in the third place, by nmmnhg CERTAIN DOCTRINES WHICH
MAY HELP US IN THIS PRACTICAL WORK.

While | have been giving the exhortation to theglemf God, | dare say many of you have been
whispering, “Who is sufficient for all this?” That just what | wanted you to say, and my first refece
is this; now we see how incapable the natural man self-salvation, and of sin-killing efforts! lT&im
to slay his sins; not he, he will hide them as Rat@ harlot hid the spies, and let them out agdian
a quiet time comes round. Kill his sins! Not heg\ytrare his Absaloms, and he would sooner die than
lose them! The sinner kill sin? Ah, no; there isodohleague between them, a scorn confederacyrihe
regenerate will no more quarrel with sin than begls honey, or dogs with bones. Sin is the sunshine
which the sinner, like an insect, dances throughlitile hour. “You must be born-again, you must be
born-again.” All reformations which do not begintlvregeneration are wood, hay, and stubble, arld wil
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come to an end. All that fallen nature weaves inlbem will be unraveled. “You must be born-again!
You must be born-again!”

And then, secondly, see how much this work is bdyalhhuman strength. If | had to slay one sin,
how could I do it? To Kill sin is not such easy Wwetit is hundred-headed and hundred-lived. You think
“I have overcome that evil,” and meanwhile you nim&ar it laugh at you! How true is that of pride; a
man says, “l will be humbler, | will pray down myigee,” and at last he thinks, “Well, now, | have be
come humbler’—a sure sign that he is prouder than! humble man mourns over his pride daily; it
is only a proud man who has any humility to bodisBat if one sin cannot readily be put to deathatv
shall we do with the thousands which haunt us,famtisuch convenient hiding-places in our old Adam
nature? How shall we slay all these? He who madaust make us again, or we shall never be worth a
farthing! He who first of all gave a pure natureMdam, must impart to us the pure nature ofSkeond
Adam, or our existence will be a failure. O Godwheeak we are!

But then the third reflection is, behold the powéthe Holy Spirit! The Holy Spirit is God, and He
has undertaken to make us pure and perfect! BeJd¥eavill do it! Blessed be His name, He will db it
We cannot help Him in it; we cannot do it oursejviess absolutely certain we shall fail if we matke
attempt; but He can perfect His own work. By Hisige power and Godhead He will certainly take
these prophets of Baal within us, and slay thelhmadit one survives! Let us adore the Holy Spirigt lus
love and bless Him. Let us make His person theoblojeour confidence, and the thought of Him one of
our richest delights. The Spirit of God will safgtyou wholly—spirit, soul, and body—and you shall
be presented faultless before the presence of @adaving spot or wrinkle or any such thing. Waat
comfortable truth is this to our souls!

The next word is this: dear brothers and sistets)$ be very watchful; since all these sins miest d
let us be constantly watching for an opportunitpth them to death. They are watching for our waake
ing; let us watch for their slaying. Sleeping Ctais, you might be justified in sleeping if the dev
would sleep, too, but he was never known to slunybérSleeping Christian, you might have some ex-
cuse if sin would go to sleep, but sin never sleeggy and night it dogs our footsteps! Up, therthie
name of God, and be well motivated to watch ang!pra

And lastly, and | delight to make this a closingerewhat admiration and adoration ought we to
give to our Redeemer, the blessed Son of God, bedatHim was no sin! Remember, brethren, that the
manhood of Christ was really human. Do not thinkof@r Lord as though He were not truly man. Re-
member, He was tempted in all points like as we lawg¢ oh, that word,Yet without sin” The deuvil
sets Him on the high mountain, and bribes Him waitlvorld, but He says, “Get you behind Me Satan.”
The devil puts Him on the pinnacle of the tempted Aids Him cast Himself down, but he cannot tempt
the Lord his God. Satan appeals to His hunger,baagl Him turn stones to bread, but He will not take
the way of the flesh—He rests on God, knowing thN&n lives not by bread alone.”

O blessed Redeemer, pattern of our spirit, modeltom we are to be conformed, we reverence
You! Conquering in so many conflicts; coming foftom every trial victorious, You are glorious, in-
deed! It is not ours to open up the whole matteis burs to worship, ours to love, ours to imitade
God, help us to do so, and the glory shall be ¥t forever! Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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