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“All the ends of the world shall remember and tuumto the Lord:
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worshigtore You.”
Psalm 22:27.

SOME have thought that this psalm was used aslamo} by our Lord when He was expiring upon
the cross. It may be so. Fitter words could scgrical’e been conceived, even by our Lord Himself. We
must not, however, strain a point to establish memiure, nor attempt to prove that which is net re
vealed to us. We have no sort of hesitation, howereasserting that this psalm describes botlotite
ward sufferings and the inward emotions of our BrgiLord, and in that light it becomes a very won-
derful psalm indeed. Its clear prophetic descript®an evidence of our Lord’s Messiahship, aneat
it is so full and plain that it is a key to His grings. Here the prophet explains the evangéglist,as in
ordinary cases the evangelist is the expositohefprophet. Towards the close of this psalm it tisn
singularly altered, mournfulness departs and jogupies its place; the mighty hero sees the conflict
ended, anticipates the victory, and begins to ctiatonquerors paean. We have selected our téxt ou
of that part of the psalm which overflows with tjogy of anticipated triumph, and we trust that this
morning the joy of the Lord may be our strengthtlsst we may be moved to prayer and nerved for ac-
tion. As this is the annual Missionary Sabbatledl foound to preach upon the subject; yet, whde |
so, | shall at the same time desire to speak paliydn the souls of all present; for rememberingttwe
are in a dying world; I, a dying preacher to dyimearers, would not deliver even a single discourse
without appealing to the consciences and aimingethearts of those who are present. Because we are
thinking of heathens or of the coming triumphs ofi€t in the latter days, we must not forget thabve
are perishing before our eyes. Excuse me, therefarecommend me, if every now and then | drive
right away from the subject to assail men’s hearts.

I. Our first point this morning is, | think, prettyedr in the text, namely, that THE CONVERSION
OF THE NATIONS TO GOD MAY BE EXPECTED. “All the esdof the world shall remember and
turn unto the Lord: and all the kindreds of theiorad shall worship before You.” We are all agreteat t
such a thing is to be desired; it is, indeed, arftonmation devoutly to be wished,” since this estiine
and only remedy for the ills of human society; maghelse will ever cure earth’s woes but the briggi
of her back again to her God from whom she has w@ud We are equally well agreed, | think, in the
sorrowful conclusion that such a consummation dudsappear at all likely to the eye of observation,
and the judgment of reason; how little progressthakingdom of God made in the world in theseelatt
days! In the heroic age of Christianity, the crass borne as a conquering symbol from land to iand
a short space of time! The apostles were clothe¢l extraordinary power, and their immediate succes-
sors, retaining much of their spirit, went fromestgth to strength till the nations heard the testiynof
Christ and myriads submitted to it. A long pausg in¢ervened, with only occasional breaks, sucthas
Reformation, the times of refreshing under the Mdists, and the partial revival of our own times: d
spite these hopeful outbreaks of life, the progoggShristianity has been very slight, indeed, canep
with what might have been expected from its rapittlss at the commencement, and compared with
what might have been expected from the force oéstential truth, and from the fact that its messag
commends itself to the best sympathies of the humeant. Alas, alas! The battle is long and weang, a
the end is not yet; so far from going on to victame so decline that men taunt us with the decaslehc
our holy faith, and foretell that we are nearing geriod of decay when something better will suppla
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the gospel! We do not believe the insinuation; @jeat it as blasphemy, and yet we should not wonder
if our lethargy and failure have been the soil imak this noxious thought has grown; it is unques

ble that the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, pk¢e those who regard it with very optimistic eyes
has not progressed of late as we could have desireduld be fair to conclude, judging of things t
come by the things that appear, and setting abel@dpes of faith, and the teachings of revelatioat,

it is not probable that so spiritual a faith asttb&Christ should ever subdue the nations. Merdree
coarser system of religion; their minds are growglithey desire a creed which will tolerate thasts;
they crave a religion which will afford scope fowetr pride and their self-will. The doctrines oétgos-

pel kindle men’s hostility when they are fairly andnestly preached—there would be more opposition
to it if it were not so frequently diluted, and evtalsified by its professed teachers. True Clasty
causes warfare and a division, and has to forceatsagainst inveterate hatred; only the gracead G
can make it spread. Yet, for all that, brothers sisters, we judge not after the sight of the egegher

do we look into the future through the glass of hangalculation—we believe in God, and viewing the
future with the eyes of faith, we expect a comptatenph! As in the past, so in the future, the rchu
walks by faith; we are to believe, and we shaleb&ablished; the sooner we have done with reasoning
and conclusions drawn from things that can be sberhetter! After all, our only reason, as fail aan
see, for the firm conviction that the gospel witwubdue the nations lies in this—that God willeha

so; He has promised it, and He will complete Hisxgwrposes.

Certain persons in these days tell us that we muisexpect to see the nations converted to Christ,
nor hope for any general spread of the gospelvé In@ard it said that we are to look upon the wada
great wreck, going to pieces out on the yonder whdre a thousand breakers loosen every timber, and
quicksand is hungry to engulf the whole; and alloae hope to do with a life boat is to pluck hemd a
there, a soul out of the general catastrophe. Gald® will be rescued, but the nations will periahd
the mass of mankind will be castaways. Accordinghts theory, we are not to hope for a glorious fu-
ture upon earth in the last days—at least not anediht about by the conversion of men under the
preaching of the gospel; they give us another poihich | need not paint this morning, but theven
sal spread of the gospel in the world is thoughth®m to be unscriptural! | cannot agree with thém.
think them in error, and | have these reasons for i

Our new-born nature craves for the spread of traeBmer’s kingdom, and prays for it instinctively.
Nor is the instinct wrong, for the Lord, when Hesnasked by His disciples to teach them to pray, sai
“After this manner pray you,” and He gave them ag pf the manner of their prayer the right to ex-
press the desire, “Your kingdom come, Your willdmne in earth as it is done in heaven.” Do not your
souls long for the conversion of your families? Boet the same desire make you pant for the salvati
of the people among whom you dwell—your townsfahki gour countrymen? And when you are near-
est to God and most spiritual, have you not stiiyjér aspirations? Do you not pray for the coneersif
all mankind? Yes, have you not found yourselveskirey out with a cry like that of dying David, “Let
the whole earth be filled with His glory”? Do ydhuirik the Lord has taught His spiritual people tside
this, not in moments of excitement, but in timesalber fellowship with Himself, and will He not gta
it? Surely God the Holy Spirit knows what the mioidGod is! Does He not make intercession in the
saints according to the will of God? He has taughto desire, and long for, and pray for this beeau
He intends to give it! The prayers of the saints the shadows of coming blessings; as you may prog-
nosticate the storm by the motion of the mercuryhi barometer, so may you much more infallibly
foretell the future from the emotions, the longingsd the agonies of the saints of God! Therefdell
that the whole earth must be filled with the Lordlery, because the souls of His saints pine for it

Does it not, again, seem a very unlikely thing ¢m yhat on this earth, where God has stood, as it
were, foot to foot in the person of His dear Sothvevil, that evil, after all, should vanquish Hand
win the day? Eden has been blasted; Calvary hasdiamed with blood—this is defeat so far—at least
Satan thinks it so! Will it ever end in triumph?alhit always be that the deliverer's heel shall be
bruised, and is the time never coming when the samended heel shall break the serpent’s head? Is
half the prophecy uttered at the gates of Ederettulfilled, and the other half to be null and v®idp
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to this moment we see the church persecuted, tiie &f God despised, God dishonored, Christ reject-
ed, idols set up, doctrines of devils taught, dedvihole world lying in the wicked one! Is Satanefeer

to have his own way? Shall the King of kings newer this world unto Himself? Has He not died for
the whole world? Is it not so said? We who hold dibetrine of a special redemption of the elect, and
hold it firmly, yet never quarrel with those texthich speak of the redemption of the race, becagse
look for it, and believe that it will yet come. Wrist the time shall hasten on when as the morning
chases away the darkness, so the truth, and thig aigd the Christ of God shall, from among thesson
of men, destroy sin, error, and rebellion! In hesidhas the old lion been bearded, and in his owasfo
shall he be slain? Even here, where Satan hashigdidcarnival and been Lord of Misrule; even here
shall he be defeated, and his power abolished!sliteeng man in his own house shall be bound by a
stronger than he, and Christ shall be victor wiieesfoe of God and man once reigned supreme; i®r th
purpose He came into the world, that He mighty rdgsthe works of the devil, and | see not how this
could well be if there is not to be a wider spre&the gospel than we have seen as yet.

And again, brothers and sisters, we look for theeresion of the Redeemer’s reign in the world on
account of the promises of reward for His redemptiéHe shall see of the travail of His soul, andlkha
be satisfied.” Do you think that He is satisfied;ysatisfied with a mere handful, for, certainlygtn
enough are saved as yet out of the world’s vastilptipn. Is Christ, the great King, satisfied tdtlse
down in a corner of the world as ruler over onensc@rovince? Think you that He does not expect to
divide the spoil with the strong when the natiohalkflock to Him, and their kings shall bow dowa-b
fore Him? Brothers and sisters, the present sfaadfairs does not satisfys, and since our Lord’s heart
is larger than ours, it surely does not satisfy Hilthat Christian minister is satisfied with the gress
of the gospel? What lover of the souls of men Iy fat ease under present conditions? | shall nbeer
at peace while so many of my hearers are unsaveg!néne of us bore the pangs which He endured,
and cannot; therefore, measure the vastness edftexted recompense. Surely the ascended Redeemer
deserves a numerous seed, a countless progenyHis lseown of rejoicing! Shall not Jesus at lastdna
the pre-eminence? Shall He not win more souls 8atan shall destroy? Is sin to prove itself mightie
than divine love? When the tale is told, and theber is made up, shall there be more in the kingdom
of Satan than in the kingdom of Christ? Shall itde® | dare not think it! My soul revolts from the
dreary supposition, and therefore | look forwardhe spread of the gospel over all parts of theldvor
and a period of the ingathering of the sons of tee@hrist so large as to make up innumerable multi-
tudes, and swell the army of the saved beyondualidn computation!

But, beloved, these are only inferences and hdpesagh fairly gathered from our spiritual instincts
and from divine truths; let us turn to Scripturelaead a few of its utterances which appear taliof
hope for the future. David shall be our first wgseMark you, | am not about to give all the teottshe
subject, nor a T0of them, nor even do | suppose that | have selgte best. | have merely gathered a
few as | remembered them. In the second psalm @oles, concerning His dear Son, our Lord Jesus,
“Yet have | set My king upon My holy hill of Zion.will declare the decree the Lord has said untqg Me
You are My Son, this day have | begotten You.” Wikaddded? “Ask of Me and | shall give You the
heathen for Your inheritance, and the uttermodisparthe earth for Your possession.” Will the Ineat
never be His? Shall He never possess the far-onffslaand call them His own? Be you sure that His
prayers will yet be heard! Turn next to thaf%Rsalm, of which | might read the whole, for froegin-
ning to end it flows over with gracious promisest s we should not have time to go through the
whole, let us read from thé"&erse. “He shall have dominion from sea to sed,fesm the river unto
the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the witdss shall bow before Him; and His enemies siadl |
the dust. The kings of Tarshish and of the islesl ditring presents; the kings of Sheba and Sebkh sha
offer gifts. Yes, all kings shall fall down befokéim: all nations shall serve Him.” Turn to the™7
verse—“His name shall endure forever. His namel §lgatontinued as long as the sun and men shall be
blessed in Him. All nations shall call Him blessell.David is questioned yet again, he will reply i
something like the same manner in th& 8alm, at the'®verse—“All nations whom You have made
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shall come and worship before You, O Lord, andlgjlalify Your name.” We see not this as yet, nei-
ther in any era of human history has it been paréal; we, therefore, confidently expect it by-and-by

That glorious evangelist of old prophecy, Isaiads many passages to the same effect, and we will,
therefore, quote one or two of them. In hi€ éhapter, at the" verse, you will find him saying, “It
shall come to pass in the last days that the mouonfdahe Lord’s house shall be established inttipeof
the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hitid all nations shall flow unto it. And many pksop
shall go and say, come you, and let us go up tonibwentain of the Lord, to the house of the Godasf J
cob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we willk in His paths; for out of Zion shall go forthet
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem; amdsHall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke
many people: and they shall beat their swords pitavshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: na
tion shall not lift up sword against nation, nertlsball they learn war any more.” Of a similar pomps
the 11" chapter pretty nearly all through, where he spedlkke days of peace wherein the lion shall eat
straw like the ox, and says in th& @erse, “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all kiyly mountain; for
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of thed.as the waters cover the sea.” Th& dbapter also is
a bri%ht window through which the future may bersessplendent in the sunlight of God. If you tuon t
the 8" verse, the Lord concerning the First Advent of Ban: “And the glory of the Lord shall be re-
vealed, and all flesh shall see it together: ferniouth of the Lord has spoken it.” This is but gaese
out of many similar ones in the same connectionh&n6®' chapter he begins, as you know, with these
words, “Arise, shine; for your light is come, ame tglory of the Lord is risen upon you. For, behaote
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkhegseople: but the Lord shall arise upon you, ldrsd
glory shall be seen upon you; and the Gentiled sloahe to your light, and kings to the brightneés o
your rising. Lift up your eyes round about, and: skbthey gather themselves together; they come to
you: your sons shall come from far, and your dagighshall be nursed at your side. Then you shejl se
and flow together, and your heart shall fear, ameblarged; because the abundance of the seéshall
converted unto you, the forces of the Gentiles|stmahe unto you. The multitude of camels shall cove
you, the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; all theyn Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and
incense; and they shall show forth the praisesi@fLiord. All the flocks of Kedar shall be gatheted
gether unto you, the rams of Nebaioth shall ministéo you.” The whole of Isaiah is full of sucleal
visions and plain promises.

If you will read in Daniel, you will find that thittle stone cut out of the mountain without hargls
to break in pieces the image of gold, and iron, @ag, and is to fill the whole earth. In one o$ Imight
visions Daniel saw four great kingdoms, typified floyr beasts. All these have passed away, as we
know, and another part of his dream is even nowgoailfilled. But then he saw a fifth monarchy,aalt
gether dissimilar from those which had precededfich is most assuredly to be of equal extent; con
sequence, and glory with those which preceded is—yeés infinitely to excel them! We do not preten
to go into the details now or at any other time,dor knowledge thereof is slender, but, at ang,rae
gather from Daniel and others that a day is comwhgn the kingdom of Christ shall be conspicuously
among men and His scepter of right and truth shally mankind. Time fails me, otherwise there are
many passages | might mention, such as Habakkuk-2The earth shall be filled with the knowledge
of the glory of the Lord,” and Micah 4:1-3. Notewever, our Lord’s own parable of the mustard seed
which was the least of all seeds, but it grew amchime a great tree. Some may think that the mustard
seed parable has been fulfilled, and to these aetdhat, compared with its beginning, the gospe i
great tree—but | cannot feel that we have reached #o the satisfactory fulfilment of the propie
parable as yet. There are birds of the air yetotonecand build their nests in the branches of dug
little at the beginning, the gospel kingdom is &flr greater than any of us have dreamed; thevéelo
disciple, 1 think, learned the future aright, wherthe visions of God at Patmos, he heard a voiuetw
said—“The kingdoms of this world are become thegkimms of our Lord, and of His Christ.” That is
yet to be, and for it we hopefully and joyfully kio

Now, brothers and sisters, | have reminded youhisf doctrine, which | believe is held by most of
you, not because | thought you needed confirmintpénbelief of it, but because the consideratiorisof
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joyful hope is likely to fire you with holy ardowe shall not labor well if we do not labor in hodfexe
think mission work to be a forlorn enterprise, virals go about it with faint hearts and slack hantls;
we do not believe in a great success ultimatelyoime, we shall not use great means; we shall estrait
ourselves in action if we narrow our expectatiddsrtainly we have not used very great means yet, fo
all the missionary operations now being carriedirotthe world are very little more than casting the
crumbs from under our table to the poor heathers,dag have not done as much as to give the frag-
ments of the gospel feast to the nations! A feweskeparings and candle ends Christians have given
away to missions, but little more; generosity haely yielded the tail-corn of her barn, and thegdrof
her wine vat; we have not learned self-denial fbri€, and pinching ourselves for His service i@
thing among us. The men who have gone abroad reveways been the pick of the church—honor to
them that they have gone at all, but small hondah&éiomen of greater ability who ought to have gone
forth, but have laid out their talents in some paorldly business, and occupied their time in alésis
worthy cause. If the church expects small resutiifmissions, | readily concede that she is aatoy
sistently with her anticipations! And if she hasjeed, given up the work as a hopeless case,d shia
is doing about as little as she consistently coulth the bare appearance of obeying her Lord’s com-
mands to evangelize the nations; may the day conam\wer spirit shall revive, when she shall feat th
the earth belongs to Christ, and shall hear hettéffasvoice pealing like thunder within her consaie,
“Go you into all the world and preach the gospeévery creature.” May she rise to the dignity of he
position, and perceive that her field is therld, since the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullnessebf.
All things are possible to him who believes—mayygéreceive the faith which subdues nations! When
the church is ready for great events, they shaluoto her; God has already blessed us up to the fu
measure of our fitness to be blessed, and perhgpsatideal beyond it; we have seen more graceus r
sults than we could have expected from our poaretf but when the whole church shall become fired
with the love of Christ—when every man’s heart sgldw with a furnace heat of ardent desire for the
glory of Jesus—then like molten lava from the 1igd bf a volcano, the current of church life sholin
a passage for itself! As soon as Zion shakes Hdreeh the dust, and goes forth to war in the gitbn
of her Lord, she shall cause her enemies to fléeréder as Midian fled before the sword of thed.or
and of Gideon!

Il. Our text teaches us very plainly that THE CONVERSIOF THE NATIONS WILL OCCUR
IN THE USUAL MANNER OF OTHER CONVERSIONS. And hetrtieis that | need the attention of
unconverted persons especially. “The nations,autss “shall remember, and shall turn unto the Lord,
and shall worship before Him.” Observe the firgpstthey shall “remember.” In this manner conversio
begins in men; when he had come to himself, thdigab said, “How many hired servants of my father
have bread enough and to spare?” He rememberdtbtls® from which he came, and the nations will
one day remember God. Mysterious traditions aratifig among them now; in mystic verse and hoary
legend memories of the Creator are still preserue is far off from God, but there lingers in tiaee
some recollection of a happy past when God and wee friends. It is so with individuals after their
kind. Oh, may some of you have recollections whimbk God-ward and remind you of what you
learned at your mother’'s knee, of what was taugit lyy a father’s earnest lips! May you remember
from where you have fallen, and repent! Such regae¢ holy and healthful; the prodigal remembered
his sins, they came forcibly before him; the harfand the wine cups were remembered with sorrow and
loathing. May you, dear hearers, be moved by penitgemories of all your unhallowed past, for so
shall repentance be created within you! The natiwitls by-and-by, remember the wickedness they
committed—their debauchery, covetousness, tyracmaglty, and idolatry will be seen in their trud-co
ors, and they will mourn for them with sincere hea®©h, when will it come—that blessed Bochim? At
this moment | pray God’s Spirit to make some of yemnember your transgressions; may they come up
in dread array before you! May you be convictegiof and made to tremble before God!

The nations will remember their idolatries agai@sd, and the disappointments which have come of
them; they will say, one to another, “To what puegds it that we have worshipped these gods oE&ton
Have they helped us in the day of trouble? We lsaegificed unto them; have they given us rain & th
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day of drought? Have they helped us in the howteaith?” And as they recollect this, they will taon
God. | would that some here might remember, and¥diat has the flesh done for us? What have the
pleasures of the world ministered to us, after & are even now degraded and made ashamed; what
fruit have we in these things?” Blessed memoridsamie day come over this wicked world and lead it
to turn back to the Lord. It is the work of the si@ary to stir the world’'s memory—to go and tell i
over, and over, and over again about its Savior-tHere is a power which God has kept alive in human
consciences which will respond to the voice of glespel! | hope that response will be found in some
here today, but the day is coming when the coneersf thenations shall begin by their remembering
their God, remembering theisins, remembering the disappointment of their idols, esrdembering to

turn to the Lord.

The next step in the conversion of the nations lalltheirturning to the Lord. Do you note that?
“They shall remember, and turn unto the Lord.”sltniot merely they shall turn. Ah, my dear hearers,
there is a vast difference between “turning,” ahdriing to the Lord.” Some of you turn from drunken
ness to total abstinence, and | am glad enoughabf but it is far short of saving change! Others turn
from profanity to decent speech, and we are thdrfkfuthat, but that, also, is not salvation! Gereui
conversion lies in turning to the Lord. TherefareHindustan, it is a very small gain that has betn
fected by educational institutions—the people atidently turning, but what does it matter if theyn
from a false god to no god? Is it really a turn thoe better? | do not know whether we might notenor
hopefully contend against an idolatrous Hindusthan with an infidel Hindustan; it is much the same
devil, though he may appear in a different shajpe donversion of the heathen will not come through
their being gradually civilized into Christianitgp not entertain any hope in that direction; fordGall
turn them to Himself and the gracious work willdmne! We do not at home see sinners gradually come
to God byprocesses of reformation, for generally these reformatioead to self-righteousness; but we
find them coming to God first, and then reformirigeawvards, and even so shall we find it with tha-he
then. We have first to seek their turning to Gaa after that we may look for civilization, educeat;
refinement, and so on. Man must first, in the ghspmme to his Father, and then shall he losedgs r
of barbarism, and put on his robes of educatiod,has shoes of progress and liberty, and hear tgan
and the dancing of joy. First, the kingdom of Gadg His righteousness must be sought, and alkettte r
shall follow.

Note the next point. “They shall worship before Hifavery sinner who has truly turned to God be-
comes a worshipper; he adores the Christ, he adoeeSather, he adores the Spirit; he was a redbel b
fore, he is now a worshipper. What a blessed stghtll be to behold an adoring world! At this day
around the august throne of heaven all the stardl@ating, perhaps inhabited each one by a distinc
race—from every star as from a silver bell thereeads to the throne of God music most sweet and sol
emn. From only one star; this sin-darkened eaititoddant sounds arise. This poor earth shinesnnot
the light of Jehovah as once it did; a demon’s wiag covered it, and hidden from it the light o th
central sun; today it is swathed in cloud and niBsit. can’t you see, it begins to shine forth! S&em
the throne of God, it is not altogether darknesswhen the new moon first shows her slender ring of
light, so the earth is rimmed and edged with argivilumination which shall increase till the whalie-
cle of the globe shall be irradiated, and shafulirorbed splendor, reflect the glory of God! Therso,
shall music blend with the growing brightness; tigind sweetness shall be wedded again, and earth,
like a lamp of God’s sanctuary, and a golden biethe high priest's garment shall shine forth amdr
out the praises of her God. O blessed consummatiay! the Lord send it, and send it soon! But, you
can plainly see that the conversion of the natfotlsws the usual rule, and by no means differsmfro
the conversion of men at home. It is a remembeantgyning to the Lord, and a worshipping of Him.
They turn to Christ; they look to Him, and are ghtened, and then, straightway, they begin to adore
and reverence Him who has saved them!

It is clear then, that we are to seek the salvatiche nations by using the ordinary means; ifexe
pect to see them saved in some extraordinary wiggridig from what we have up to now seen, we shall
be disappointed, and we shall be led into practiuatakes. We have nothing to do in Hindustanpor i
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Caffraria, but just what the apostles did in Asim®t and what we are doing here—we are to preach
Jesus Christ and Him crucified! | do not believattany race of men needs a peculiar gospel, ovel no
mode of administering it; there may be differeptest of preaching—God will give us those—nbut there
need be no other mode of action than the aposioke—They who were scattered abroad went every-
where preaching the Word.” The mode prescribedhénnharching orders of our grand captain is this—
“Go into all the world, and preach the gospel tergvcreature”—not found schools, nor debate with
skeptics, nor civilize, but “preach the gospel.téRch the gospel.” “Preach the gospel.” Do thievery
creature and the sure results will follow in onagal as in another! Men shall remember, shall tato u
the Lord, and shall worship Him. Dear unconvertedrBr the very best means for your conversion are
being employed now, and therefore | would have gsnember that if these fail, neither would you be
converted though one rose from the dead! This gdesegrour solemn consideration, and | beseech you
to lay it to heart.

lll. The last point is the most important of all. THE MES TO ACCOMPLISH THIS RESULT
ARE TO BE FOUND AT CALVARY. Our text is in a CalwalPsalm; its connection is full of sacrificial
suffering; if you desire to comprehend its real meg, you must hear it from the dying lips of time i
carnate God. It is through the cross that the natghall fear and tremble, and turn to God.

Note then, first, that the death of Christ secuhesconversion of the nations. Every conversion is
the result of the death of Christ; it is the Sparivork to minister life and spiritual health, bvbur
blood, O Christ, has the glory of it! It were vamtalk of conversion if there had been no redeomptor
to speak of man’s remembering and turning to Gotbiiir cross, O Savior, had not been lifted up as th
way of salvation for all who look to it! On the @®the Lord Jesus effectually redeemed all His leeop
and He will have them! On the cross He establistheccovenant of grace for all the souls for whom He
died and He will lose none of them, nor allow theemmiss the blessing! His blood shall not be shed i
vain! The stipulations of the covenant—signed, egahnd ratified by His own blood—must stand fast
and firm! And one of those stipulations is thisy ‘You shall all the nations of the earth be blessikd
must, therefore, be so! | do not look for the trphnof the church to her treasuries, nor to heitutgins
of learning, nor even to her zeal, or to the papalality of her preachers; | look to the crosskt@n-
qguering Crucified One, You have secured the vigtoy You have finished the redemption of myriads,
and therefore they must be saved! Let us, wherirfiginn conflict, fall back into the arms of a dgin
Savior, and we shall find courage for our futumeyfr

The death of Christ is, moreover, our motive faemipting the spread of the gospel throughout the
world. Because Jesus died, we feel that He mugfidrdied; | never feel so ardent for His cause as
when | have been baptized afresh into His agoriiesg stand at His cross and view His crown of
thorns, and His marred countenance, and His pidraeds, and nailed feet; and if we gaze with affec-
tion into the gash where the soldier's spear $etjei approach His heart, we cannot but feel that we
must have human hearts to worship Him. He is Ldrdhy soul, and | would gladly see Him equally
dear to my brothers and sisters. Jesus has won hears in England, and in other countries, tod, bu
oh, He must have more! He must have more! He maxg lall of England for His own! He must have
Scotland! He must have the United States! He mossgss Europe; He must govern the whole world; it
is imperative that He should possess them! WetfeIHe must reign! If we could throw ourselves up-
on the spikes of His foes to win victory for Himgwvould rejoice! If like the old Swiss hero we abul
gather up all the death-bearing lances into our basom, and die in opening a road to victory for ou
fellow soldiers, it were a destiny for which to $deGod! It would be a glorious thing to die, if byr
martyrdom the world might be won for Him! High times and bright crowns for Jesus, where shall we
find them? We will snatch them from your heads, kings, if there are no others! No, your diadengs ar
too mean for His brow, and are only worthy to bewmn into the dust before Him; they have not luster
enough for Him! We will find jewels for Him in thiears of penitents, and gold in the songs of believ
ers! We will weave wreathes for Him out of emant@égasouls and perfected spirits! He must have
them! He must have them; such a one as He canhbelgreat unto the ends of the earth!
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And as His death is thus the security of futunenyph, and is to us the impelling motive for the win
ning of it, so is His cross the instrument of oiatary! We shall conquer the world, but it will by the
cross! The old legend of Constantine, “In hoc sigfioces,” has truth in it for us: “By this shall we
conquer”; by the cross, by the preaching of JedussC and nothing else! | charge the Church of God
not to hamper herself with a mass of lumber, eitfi@eremonies, buildings, schools, or officers—iout
go forth with the sling and the stone of David! Baarmor is, however, in good favor at this hcamgd
the church looks everywhere but to her God; it isemably amusing to mark the way in which our so-
called National Church tries to win men to Godhass recently been stated that in seven of therigadi
ritualistic churches in London, the subscriptiomgdreign missions only reached the sum of £7 28s.
for a whole year! It is fair to add that one ofrtheontributed £5 13s. 10d. to a special fund fonélo-
lu, but even with this extra effort the total istmaised to £14, and the average is not £2 apiElcese
seven superfine apostolic churches contributed d@tvwhem £13 7s., for foreign missions, and yet the
incumbent of one of them, before the Ritual Comiargsstated in his evidence that the cost of his
choir, alone, was “About £1,000 a year”! O modelrch, with what wisdom have you acted? Behold
you give £2 for the salvation of the heathen, afid 800 for a box of whistles, and a set of singimen
and singing women to make music with! Verily, tiisa plain index of the whole business! Theirs is a
religion of sensuous gratification, and not of sautning! To charm ears with music, eyes with dgint
colors, and noses with incense—this is their refigiMen pay money for these delights, even as they
would for the opera or any other amusement in wihehr tastes find pleasure, but, for the winnirig o
souls abroad, a few halfpence may suffice to shmndck of zeal! Dear Friends, we know that souts a
not to be won by music; if the world were, indetedbe conquered by chants, to be converted by songs
regenerated by organs, and saved by little boysuiplices, then it would be time for us to cease ou
ministry, and give place to choir boys, opera siagerganists, and organ blowers; then might weiget
a vast array of gilded pipes, lift up the crucifixave the censor, cry, “These are your gods, @Isra

But, while the Word of God remains unchanged, wadlsily upon the blood of the Lamb, and re-
solve to know nothing among men but Jesus ChridtHim crucified! Our hope of success lies, under
God, in the preaching of the gospel. “God was imisEheconciling the world unto Him, not imputing
their trespasses unto them.” “Whoever believes Jpatis is the Christ is born of God.” “Believe he t
Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.” Thecpieg of the cross will win the world, but all else
vanity of vanities! Therefore, brothers, let oummstry be full of Christ! Whether we preach at hoare
abroad, let us preach substitution, and tell ofuilcarious sacrifice of Calvary! Let Jesus’ deaéhdur
first theme, and our last theme; utter all otherprioportionate harmony, but let this be first @haef.

Let our Lord in our ministry be “The chief among tdhousand”; let His cross be the standard to which
all other truths of God shall rally. Oh, preach 8hiive Christ, catch the spirit of Christ, deggtour-
selves to Christ, drink of His cross, and be baptiwith His baptism—and then it shall be that lal t
nations shall remember and shall turn unto the Land all the kindreds of the people shall wordiep
fore Him! Sinner, your hope is at the cross! Hagtere! Anxious soul, your peace is at the cro$g! F
there! Despairing soul, your salvation is at thesst Look there! One look will save you! God hefuy

to give it now! Through those tears which dim yeyes, look now, for Jesus smiles upon you; look to
Him, and you shall now have everlasting life! Gdelsls you all, and God prosper His work in the world
for Christ’'s sake. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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