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“The general assembly and church of the first-borwhich are written in heaven.”
Hebrews 12:23.

PAUL had just been giving a brief description of treat gathering of the children of Israel around
Mount Sinai, “the mount that might be touched, #mat burned with fire,” like a huge volcano. He had
vividly portrayed “the blackness, and darkness, t@mdapest, and the sound of trumpet, and the vdice o
words,” and the frightened multitudes standingmtséng, at a distance, and even Moses, their great
leader, so alarmed that he cried out, “| exceegifigar and quake.” Paul intends that description to
teach us the effect that the legal dispensationpraduce—it can alarm and condemn—but it cannot
save! You who are under the law of God, you whotgji@g to win God'’s favor by your good works.
You who fancy that human merit can bring you sabrgtlook to the flames which Moses saw and sink,
and tremble and despair! You who think that you loanas the law requires and so attain to everigst
life, may well stand shivering and trembling beftres Almighty, though invisible God whose lightgin
blazes before your eyes and whose voice of thundest alarm the most stout heart! Terrible is the
plight of the man who has to depend upon what Siaaigive him—he is wretched in life, he shall be
troubled in death, he shall be lost forever inmtglr “By the works of the law shall no flesh besjis
fied.” “As many as are of the works of the law areder the curse.” “By grace are you saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift@®od: not of works, lest any man should boast.”

Having given that description of Sinai by way ohtrast, Paul now brings out the much more pleas-
ing picture of the gospel dispensation. Christigingll also have their great assembly! There is ammo
tain upon which all those who are under grace dvadl day gather—a mountain that does not smoke,
for it is Mount Zion—the city of the living God, ¢hheavenly Jerusalem! There will be words therée, bu
they will be words of sacred song and names of gtdgness. There may be trumpets there, but they
will be the silver trumpets that will proclaim tle¢ernal jubilee. Moses will be there, but no lonigar-
ing and quaking, for when he comes to that mou@ad, he will forget all his fears and rejoice wvoiti
ceasing in the Lord his God. Believers are the gk whom no man can number, who will assemble
upon that glorious mountain to keep the everlastioly day! Happy indeed shall we be when, by grace,
we come to the general assembly and church ofitsiebbrn, whose names are written in heaven—
when we shall see that sight which was revealelbbm in Patmos—a Lamb standing on the Mount Zi-
on—and with Him those who have His Father’s nami&tewr on their foreheads, who follow the Lamb
wherever He goes and who are without fault befoegttirone of God!

The first point to which | am going to draw youtesmtion isthe description given of believers as the
church of the first-bornNext, | want to remind you ofhat is said about their enrollmenthey are
written or enrolled (as the original reading rersd#y in heaven. And then, thirdly, | shall haverss
thing to say concerning thegreat general assemblywhen all the righteous shall be gathered to €hris
to be parted from Him no more forever.

|. To begin then, from our text it seems that BELIE\ERI CHRIST ARE DESCRIBED AS THE
CHURCH OF THE FIRSTBORN. | shall try to make my ks, as | utter them, self-examining, so
that you and | may question ourselves to see whetbdelong to this general assembly.

By the term “first-born” is often meant, in Scuipe, the most excellent, the chidesus Christ, be-
cause of the excellence of His character, is saiget“the first-born among many brethren,” “thestfir
born of every creature,” “the first-born from thead, that in all things He might have the preemieén
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So, although believers are, by nature, the childfenrath, even as others, yet, after Christ haswed
them, they become the excellent of the earth innwkbould be all our delight. Point me out a man who
makes a profession of religion, but who is a druanid | will tell him at once that his professioraisie!
Show me another who says he is a follower of Chalhough he oppresses the poor, defrauds the la-
borer of his wages, is a covetous man who cargsfonhimself and shuts up his heart of compassion
from his needy brethren—and | hesitate not to ‘d3&yw dwells the love of God in him?” If the “grace”
we profess to have does not make us better thansptthe sooner we get rid of it, the better! “Wiat
you do more than others?” was the question of Chwiglis disciples. “If you lend to them, of whom
you hope to receive, what thanks have you? Foressnalso lend to sinners, to receive as much dgain.
Of Christians there is something to be expectetlishaot to be looked for in others—they profes®¢o
twice born, and to have God dwelling in them, aslBays to the Corinthians, “Know you not that you
are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of Gaelts in you?” Christians profess to be heirs odven

and members of the mystical body of Christ, soldhaly talk and act as the ungodly do, and demean
themselves as those do who have never receivedé¢fwsand higher life? God forbid! When divine
grace comes, it lifts us up and keeps us up! Ankemas new creatures in Christ Jesus, so thatthe e
things in which we once delighted, we do not so Imas name, while anything that is virtuous or of
good repute we pant after, that we may exhibib tthie praise of His grace who has called us acagrdi
to the counsel of His own will.

Now, dear friends, you can make this a test byclho try yourselves. What is your life? What
fruits do you bring forth? If you bring forth thansurely you are brambles! If you bear the grages
Gomorrah, surely you belong to Sodom’s valley! “Den gather grapes from thorns, or figs from this-
tles?” If the stream is foul, what must the founthe? If the outside of your cup and platter iy
what must the inside be? If that which men seeoofig foul, how foul must you be where only God can
see you? We are, none of us, better than we sagmvebare, all of us, far worse than we think! May
God tear away every veil which hides us from owes| that we may see ourselves even as we are in
His sight!

So you see that God'’s first-born are “a chosen rggio@, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,” “a pe-
culiar people, zealous of good works,” who seeidorn the doctrines of God their Savior in all gs&n

But the term, “first-born,” has a second meanimgscripture. The first-born, under the old Mosaic
economy, werehosen by God for HimseNhen He smote the first-born of Egypt, He setraf
Himself all the first-born of Israel. He might haselected the youngest of the family, or the secdnd
He had chosen to do so, for God does as He wills ‘&te gives not account of any of His matters.”
You may ask Him why He does this or that, but Higinke not to answer your inquisitive or impertinent
inquiries. He is not disturbed by your questions. iéver gives the reasons why He chooses any man
unto salvation. That He does choose them is cleaugh from Scripture, so clear that even such an un
believer as Bolingbroke said to Mr. Whitefield oday, “Let it be taken for granted that the Bible is
true, then no other doctrine but Calvinism canrhbe,tfor the Bible teaches it from beginning to .&nd
Certainly, if men’s minds were not willfully perted, they must read this truth of God in such wasls
these, “I will have mercy on whom | will have meyand | will have compassion on whom | will have
compassion. So then it is not of him that willsf nbhim that runs, but of God who shows mercy."dAn
what says the Scripture when the sinner beginsiitabtg at this truth of God? “No, but, O man, whe a
you that replies against God? Shall the thing fatsey to Him that formed it, Why have You made me
thus? Has not the potter power over the clay, efstime lump, to make one vessel unto honor, and an-
other unto dishonor?” It is a fact that God hasaordd unto eternal life a multitude that no man can
number! And just as the first-born among the Jewsewypically elect, so the saints become saints as
the result of the divine decree passed long beafereearth was created. When as yet this world lad t
sun and moon and stars slept in the mind of Gagldikborn forests in an acorn cup, even then had the
Almighty written the names of all His chosen in tteamb’s book of life and fixed the place, the date,
the verymomentwhen they should be born—and when they shoulddoe & second time—when they
would come to Christ and so find salvation and lkegéing life! This doctrine is far from palatable t
men, but, inasmuch as it glorifies God and makes tade but as a grasshopper before the eternal, we
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delight in it, and humbly bow before the soveredigposer of all events and say, “It is the Lord;Hem
do what seems good to Him.”

Then, thirdly, the first-born wer@heritors of great privileges-of which we cannot just now speak
particularly, but will do so further on—aridey became so entirely by birfhhe rights of the first-born
lay only in his primogeniture—not in his statur@t in his comeliness or beauty, not in his mengal c
pacity, not even in his moral virtues. If he wadaame as Mephibosheth, yet, if he was the firsabbe
could not be disinherited! Or if, instead of havihg towering stature of a Saul, he was as dimiaids
Zacchaeus, yet, if he was the first-born, neithergarents nor all the courts of law could revdise
rights of primogeniture! So, beloved, all those wdre believers in Christ, who are known to men by
their excellence of character while God knows thH®mhaving chosen them by His grace, are in time
brought to realize their privileges through the ri@vih which is worked in them by the Holy Spiri.
we are born only once, we must die twice—but ifave born twice, we die but once—and after that one
death which is not really death, we enter intoretklife! Regeneration makes us actually the ckitdof
God, just as adoption makes us virtually the ckitdof God. By regeneration, we become really and
truly heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—aadr right to heaven, to all the blessings of theeco
nant of grace, and to the promises of God—aris&a® this new and heavenly birth! Heaven is the in-
heritance of the children of God, not a possespimehased by their money, or won by any deeds that
they have done. This heritage is the birthrighalbfvho have been born again, born from above h&o t
guestion for every one of us to ask is, “have lezignced this new birth?” “Except a man be borrirgga
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” “That whichasnbof the flesh is flesh,” and only flesh. “Andath
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” And as heswand all the other blessings of the covenansire
itual, we cannot possess them until we are “borthefSpirit.”

The first-born, then, had certain rights becaudgeair birth. And the first-born, spiritually, hawcer-
tain rights because of theiewbirth. May the Lord help you all to make sure wosee! | pray you do
not take it for granted that all is well with yoswul, nor treat this question as though it werktibé ac-
count. On the fact of your being born again, orlmahg born again, must hang your everlasting dgsti
Live and die unregenerate, and unutterable woebeiliyour eternal portion. Pass from death unto life
and all the glories of the Paradise of God becoowes/by a promise which death and the devil, hifnsel
cannot break! Have you passed from death unto Hfe® can you tell that? “By their fruits you shall
know them,” is our Lord’s own test! Do you beliewe the Lord Jesus Christ? Are you trusting alone in
Him? These are vital questions and if you can tsaly—

“My hope is built on nothing less

Then Jesus’ blood and righteousness™—
and if that hope is accompanied by the faith whidrks by love and purifies the heart and life, then
you are one of the children of God! And in thattfgou may well “rejoice with joy unspeakable, and
full of glory.”

Now, fourthly, upon the first-born, more than upany others, God was pleased to multiply the
types of redemption in order to show to us verynyathat the heirs of heaven are a redeemed people
First of all, the great majority of the first-bowere redeemed by blood. In the dark and dreadghitni
the destroying angel is let loose with noiselessgwiand with a sharp sword that never misses itk.ma
He is speeding from house to house throughoubhalland of Egypt, and from the first-born of Phérao
upon the throne, to the first-born of the slave wanbehind the mill, they fall dead! And Egypt’'s Wai
goes up to heaven in an exceedingly bitter anctipigrcry. But throughout the houses of the Israsld
different scene is being witnessed. The doors lang & roasted lamb lies upon the table and men and
women stand around it, girt as for a journey, wvitieir staves in their hands—and they eat in haste.
There is a first-born child in his mother’s arms adirst-born male who is grown up, yet they shaoav
sign of trepidation, though it is well known that) that night, the first-born are to die! Why dneyt so
calm? Had you been present, an hour or two agoywmud have seen that the father, when he slew the
lamb, drained the warm lifeblood into a bowl ansl,h#s children gathered about him, he said to them,
“Come, follow me.” And taking with him a bunch of/$sop, he went to the outside of his door, and
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smote the lintel till it was crimsoned with the dtbof the lamb. And then he sprinkled the postgien
ther side so that the blood mark was all aboutdtha. “And now,” he said, “my children, we are safe
for when God sees the blood, He will pass overand, our first-born will not be slain—the blood will
make them secure.” In like manner we who are tist-fiorn of God are saved by the blood of Jesus!
Can you, friend, by faith say, “My confidence istivat blood alone”? Has it been applied to yourtea
and conscience? Has it spoken peace to your samé8 iDcleanse you from all sin? Do you now rejoice
that there is no condemnation to you, as you ar€hinst Jesus, and He has endured the whole of the
divine wrath that was your due because of your sin?

But lest we should not learn this great truth b type, God has given us another. In the course of
two years, over 22,000 children were born to thege population, and these had not been redeemed by
the blood of the paschal lambs, for they were hentin being. So another method was adopted—a Le-
vite was to stand in the place of each first-boailerchild and God accepted the Levite, and allotked
child to remain in his father’'s house. Here wagral®l of the great truth of substitution, but théevp
leges which appertained to some of the Jewishiiwsh in the type belong to all the spiritual filsirn
children of God. Christ is the Levite who standfobe God in our place and who there ministers &r u
and honors His Father’s law, and fulfills its ev@sy and tittle on our behalf. There were 273 fivstn
Jewish children for whom no Levite substitute coogdfound, so five shekels per head had to betpaid
Aaron and his sons as redemption money for therd, Anlike manner, the divine plan of redemption is
very rightly set forth by the Apostle Peter whendags, “You know that you were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold...but witle precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb withdet
ish, and without spot.”

Put these three things together—redemption bydyloedemption by substitution, and redemption
by purchase—and you will then have a very cleaa idewhat atonement in reference to the first-born
means. Any one of the three will be sufficient floe enlightened saint, but the whole together reHl
flect a beautiful light upon the cross of Christ-dan that light we may clearly see how He bore our
sins in His own body on the tree and brought irrlegéng redemption for all His chosen. Let eack on
of us put these questions to himself or herselfn“Aredeemed with the precious blood of Christ? Did
He stand as substitute and surety for me? Am | Isowgh the price that He paid for His people oa th
cross? For, if not, | cannot be numbered amonditsteborn, for all the first-born must be redeemed
this way.”

Our time flies so quickly that | am afraid the ethiwo divisions of my discourse will have to suffe
But | must remind you, as | promised to do, tiet first-born, having been redeemed, had veryiapec
privileges First, they had a double portion of their fatsegoods. Hence, Elisha, who was, in the pro-
phetic sense, the first-born of Elijah, pleadedhwitm as his spiritual son, “I pray you, let a deupor-
tion of your spirit be upon me.” Now God is goodatib men, and His tender mercies are over all His
works, but His special favor is reserved for thbechand chosen, and faithful ones whom He has re-
deemed. The first-born also had the privilege o¢gthood in the old patriarchal times, and eveung tr
child of God is made a king and a priest unto Godpffer daily, spiritual and acceptable sacrifices
through Jesus Christ. The first-born was, in maggpects, a ruler over the whole household—and
Christ, the great first-born—is the supreme rulegrdis church, and we, in and through Him, are enad
rulers over many things. And He bids us ascendhitune and reign with Him as God’s first-born, ksng
and priests unto Him forever.

Il. Now, secondly, and but very briefly, let us inqUiAT IS MEANT BY THE ENROLLMENT
OF THE FIRSTBORN?

Moses had to set down the names of the Jewigkbfors). And we find that right down to the apos-
tles’ age, there were some who were very busy alvbat Paul calls “endless genealogies, which minis-
ter questions, rather than godly edifying whichnsfaith.” But, dear friends, there is an enrollmhen
about which we should be greatly concerned. Thexeeartain names written in the Lamb’s book of life
and it should be to you and to me a matter of solarterest to inquire if our names are written ¢hés
your name, is my name, inscribed upon that sesaeted roll of the elect of God? We cannot scate th
heights of heaven to search the pages of thatdsealak, nor can we discover the secrets that thet Mo
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High has recorded there. It is impossible for usemd our names there, yet there are certain exéden
by which we can tell whether they are or are neteh

First of all,do you think they are the?eAre there not many here who must truthfully s&ig, we
have no reason to think they are”? When the mustiof our troops is called, if you are there, yoan
hear the names and the men’s answers. “John sec@id'Here, sir.” “Thomas?” “Here, sir.” “Here,
sir.” “Here, sir,” and so it goes all down the ranlNow, suppose it could be possible for an angel t
read from this pulpit the muster roll of the redeeld Do you think that he would read your name, and
that you would be able to answer, “Here, sir’? “Nygu say, “unless | tell a willful lie, | dare nsay
that | think my name is in the Lamb’s book of lif&Vell then, if your own hearts condemn you, re-
member that God is greater than your hearts andv&radl things—so how much more must He con-
demn you!

Possibly there are some who say, “We hope our samewritten there.” So | ask you, dear friends,
are you like those whose names undoubtedly areiliesttheré® Have you the faith of Abraham, or
something like it? Do you desire to have such lesignas Paul craved? When you read the record of a
good man’s life, do you feel that your life is iardormity with his? For character, characeHARAC-
TER must, after all, be the great ground of judgmémiti if your life is not like the life of the saints
how can you hope to find your name recorded whesg hames are written?

Again, all the elect have their names written beneathnfwme of their Lord, the LamBo, are you
trusting in Christ? Are you resting in Him? Is ydie linked with His? Do you feel that there i9and
that cannot be snapped, which binds you and Clogsther so that no one and nothing that can plgssib
happen shall be able to separate you from the ¢dv@od, which is in Christ Jesus your Lord? Very
well then, if this is the case with you, rest asguthat your name is in that book! But, “withoutrSh”
you are without hope! Separated from Him, it iSai@rthat your name is not written in heaven, as on
of “the general assembly and church of the firstabo

| ask you another questioare you really a child of G&Can you say to Him, “Abba, Father? Is
God your Father? Have you learned to trust Him @&scHildren trust Him and to love Him as His chil-
dren love Him? Do you depend wholly upon Him? Dal pgeek to submit yourself entirely to His will
and to walk in His way? For, if you are not a cloldGod at all, certainly you are not one of Hisff
born!

| must also askave you passed from death unto?itdas there ever been a vital change in you—
such a change as can only be worked by the Holyt®pido not mean such a change as some silly peo-
ple talk of seeing, sometimes, when a man is dyiingre may have been no sign of grace whatever in
the man, yet someone said, “I saw such a change ow@r him, his face looked so different.” Very
likely it did, but it is not a change of face thatheeded, but a changeha#art It is no physical change,
but a mental, morakpiritual, Divine change that is worked in regeneration! het any one of you be
satisfied unless you have unquestionable eviddratehis change has been worked in you by the -effec
tual working of the Holy Spirit, for unless you dyern again, your name will not be found writteroop
the roll of God'’s first-born!

Now, in closing, let me remind you that to all $befirst-born of God, whose names are written in
heaven, the day is coming when they shall be adsendvound the throne of God in glory. What a
meeting that will be! There shall not be one unhmtyson there, for they shall all have been washed
white in the blood of the Lamb! How happy they véll be! There shall be no tears in any eye, nor a
groan in any spirit, nor a single note of sorrowamy tongue, for the days of their mourning shall b
ended forever! How united an assembly it will bélefe shall be no heresy, no schism, no discord, no
coldness of heart—they shall all love even as th@ye been loved! What a vast assembly it will be!
And when ten thousand times ten thousand meethegétere, what a shout of sacred joy it shall be
when they lift up hallelujah upon hallelujah! Jobays, “I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of
many waters.” You may have heard the sea roardriuliness of its strength. Possibly you have heard
the mighty Atlantic Ocean booming on the shore wlashed to fury by a storm. Such is to be the gran-
deur of the singing before the throne of God ingkaeral assembly and church of the first-born—only
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it is not merely to be like the voice of one watauf of many waters—oceans piled upon oceans, the A
lantic upon the Pacific, and the Arctic and theakatic, and all other oceans piled upon these! such
shall be the music of the saints! Such shall bestirey of the blessed when they see their Fathacs f
without a veil and pour out their vast volume odipe “as the voice of many waters.”

Let each one of us ask himself or herself, “Shaé there?” If anyone says, “I fear that | shait he
there,” let him cry mightily unto the Most High pull him out of the horrible pit and to set histfepon
the Rock and to establish his goings. Sinner, ydlueither be there or in that dreadful place whtre
wailings shall be more terrible than the cry of mera battle or the shrieks of women in a massacre!
You will either be up there in glory or else dowreite where darkness, death and long despair sit on
their thrones of woe! Fly, sinner, fly away to GitriHis wounds, like clefts in the rock, are operite
doves that need a shelter. Fly, sinner, fly! Thenaxer of blood pursues you! | hear the sound ofdas
close behind you and he is about to strike you dBatthe city of refuge is near at hand, standariiip
open gates ready to welcome you! Fly, sinner, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be
saved.” “He that believes and is baptized shaBded.” To believe on Jesus is to trust Him. Thde
tized is to be immersed in water upon professiothnaf faith.

| dare not alter my Master’s commission—“Go yotoiall the world and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believes and is baptized shabawed: but he that believes not shall be damned.”
There is no other alternative! Turn or burn! Bedeand be saved, or disbelieve and be lost! May od,
His mercy, make the choice for you, sinner, thig/\eur, and lead you in the way everlasting. And u
to Father, Son and Holy Spirit shall be the glatef/er and ever! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
HEBREWS 12.

After giving a long list of the heroes of faithethpostle adds—

Verses 1-3Therefore seeing we also are compassed about wigiesat a cloud of witnesses, let us
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doesasdyebeset us, and let us run with patience treera
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the awthd finisher of our faith; who for the joy thatw set
before Him endured the cross, despising the shamekjs set down at the right hand on the throne of
God. For consider Him{See Sermon #1073, Volume 18—A HONEYCOMB—Read/doadl the entire
sermon, free of charge, at http://www.spurgeongergd.Look to Him, look at Him! Study Him—know all
you can about Him—meditate upon Him—

3, 4. That endured such contradiction of sinners agahiishself, lest you be wearied and faint in
your minds. You have not yet resisted unto blowtjrey against sinlt has not yet come to that with
any of you who are now here. You have not shed yetitblood for Christ, for these are not martyr
days—so can you be wearied and faint? If you ruh ie footmen and they weary you, how will you
contend with horses? We ought to be ashamed oélvessif we grow weary in a race that is so easy
compared with that of the men and women who laidrdtheir lives for Christ’s sake!

5. And you have forgotten the exhortation which spéalkgu as to children, My son, despise not
the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you r@fguked by HimBoth these states are wrong—either
to think nothing of chastisement or else to faintler it—we are not to fall into either evil, butkeep
the golden mean between them.

6. For whom the Lord loved he Greek word is a strong one and means, “whonidoiné tenderly
loves"—

6. He chastens, and scourges every son whom He recé&veryone does not receive the same
measure of chastisement—but he who has the lasbast of the love of God will feel the most of His
chastising hand. Are you not willing to take thattpn and to be among the Lord’s tenderly loved
ones?

7. If you endure chastening, God deals with you abk wiins; for what son is he whom the father
chastens not®%od had one Son without sin, but He never had angitrout suffering. And the Son who
was without sin was the “man of sorrows and acdaediwith grief.”
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8. But if you are without chastisement, whereof aé gartakers, then are you bastards, and not
sons.If you are without chastisement, you may bear e of sons, but you are not really so—you are
mere professors.

9. Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh whoembed us, and we gave them reverence:
shall we not much rather be in subjection untoFlagher of Spirits, and liveShould we not give Him
reverence when we are chastened, instead of murghand complaining against Him, thus calling Him
to account at our judgment seat? Oh, yes, let us baling subjection to Him, and the more willilyg
subject we are, the less painful will the chastiseintbe. Our most bitter sorrow will be found at thet
of our self-will—and when our self-will is gone glbitterness of our sorrow will be past.

10. For they verily for a few days chastened us atteirtown pleasure; but He for our profit, that
we might be partakers of His holineds.there no way for us to “be partakers of His meéis” but
through chastening? It would seem so from the wgydif this verse! The Lord, as our loving Father,
makes use of the rod that He may make us to bghnly.

11. Now no chastening for the present seems to be $oi#mw could it be? It would lose the very
nature of chastening if there were joy in it.

11. But grievous: nevertheless afterwatf$fee Sermon #528, Volume 9—CHASTISEMENT—NOW
AND AFTERWARDS—Read/download the entire sermongfid charge, at http://www.spurgeongems.org.]
These are truly blessed words, “nevertheless adielir—

11-13.1t yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness uhtam who are exercised thereby. Therefore
lift up the hands which hang down, and the feebkek; and make straight paths for your feet, lest t
which is lame be turned out of the way; but letaither be healed[See Sermon #2543, Volume 49—
LAME SHEEP—Read/download the entire sermon, freeladrge, at http://www.spurgeongems.orgpme,
children of God, do not be despondent because wftyibbulations. You are in a race, so run evenlavhi
you are smarting from your chastisements! Still mamd keep on running until you win the prize!

14. Follow peace with all men, and holiness, withoutoltlno man shall see the Lorgee Sermon
#2902, Volume 50—HOLINESS DEMANDED—Read/downloade tlentire sermon, free of charge, at
http://www.spurgeongems.orgllhe holy God can only be seen by holy eyes. He madte us like Him-
self before we can see Him.

15. Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grade@od. Seeming to have divine grace and yet
not really having it.

15. Lest any root of bitterness springing up troublei,yand thereby many are defilg8ee Sermon
#940, Volume 16—THE WINNOWING FAN—Read/download thentire sermon, free of charge, at
http://www.spurgeongems.orgjin is a bitter thing and a defiling thing and wsleve look diligently, it
will grow in our hearts like the weeds grow in @ardens after a heavy rain—it will spring up before
we are aware of it.

16. Lest there be any fornicatoFornication was far too common in the early chutait, it was not
thought to be sin by the great mass of the heatBet!oh, what a defiling sin it is!

16. Or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel adtrsold his birthrightHe was thus guilty
of spiritual fornication, preferring his meat tashviaker, thinking more of one morsel of meat thén o
his birthright.

17.For you know how that afterward, when he would hiaerited the blessing, he was rejected:
for he found no place of repentance, though he Isoiigarefully with tearsHe could not get his father
to change his mind concerning Jacob. On the conthar said, “| have blessed him; yes, and he $fall
blessed.” His many tears availed not—they wererapénting tears, but only selfish ones. He did not
repent that he had bartered his birthright for @sn&f pottage—he regretted that he had lost thesble
ing, that was all.

18-21.For you are not come unto the mount that mightdaetied, and that burned with fire, nor
unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, ansotived of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which
voice they that heard entreated that the word sthowol be spoken to them any more: (for they coatd n
endure that which was commanded, and if so muehleesast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or
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thrust through with a dart: and so terrible was thight, that Moses said, | exceedingly fear andkeja
We have not come to that mount of terror, for we rast under the law but under grace—we have come
to a very different place from that.
22-24.But you are come unto Mount Zion, and unto thedftye living God, the heavenly Jeru-

salem, and to an innumerable company of angeltydaageneral assembly and church of the first-born,
which are written in heaven, and to God, the Judfall, and to the spirits of just men made perfect
And to Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenanttarde blood of sprinkling that speaks better gfsin
than that of Abel[See Sermons #211, Volume 4—THE VOICE OF THE BLOOB CHRIST; #708, Vol-
umel2—THE BLOOD OF ABLE AND THE BLOOD OF JESUS; #B3 Volume 32—THE BLOOD OF
SPRINKLING (FIRST SERMON) and #1889, Volume 32—THBEOOD OF SPRINKLING (SECOND SER-
MON)—Read/download all these sermons, free of ahaag http://www.spurgeongems.ori\Je are come to
that blood, and it is that blood which has madénsaichange in us! We may rejoice together, now, and
we ought to do so if we are all one in Christ Jesus

25-29.See that you refuse not Him that speaks. For if #szaped not who refused Him who spoke
on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we &way from Him that speaks from heaven: whose
voice then shook the earth: but now He has promis&ging, Yet once more | shake not the earth, only
but also heaven. And this word, yet once morejfggrthe removing of those things that are shaksn,
of things that are made, that those things whialmneé be shaken may remain. Therefore we, receaing
kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have graberely we may serve God acceptably with rever-
ence and godly fear: for our God is a consuming.fiot “God out of Christ,” as some say, but God
Christ! God is a consuming fire anyway and we sti@zch one pray, “consuming fire, refining fire, go
through my heart and purge me of all that can eswmed! Holy Spirit, drive out of me all that cam b
shaken and removed, that only Your abiding kingdoay remain in me, and Yours shall be the praise
and the glory forever! Amen.”

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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