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“Come now, and let us reason together, says the IDDEhough your sins are as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they are likd crimson, they shall be as wool.”
Isaiah 1:18.

THE persons to whom this gracious invitation wadradsed were in a terrible condition—they could
not well have been in a worse plight. They had pked God above measure by their many sins. He had
severely chastened them, yet they had not reperftdeeir iniquities. They would not be either drawn
from them or driven from them. Now the Lord seemsady that something else must be done—such a
state of things must not be allowed to last angéon

| am addressing myself to all the unconverted pewbio are in this congregation, and to all who have
not yet believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. | havsaly that your condition is a very sad one, aadrg
sinful one. You are standing out against the Gotbe¢, refusing to submit to Him whose service is
perfect freedom and joy. You are utterly wrong auirelationship to God. You are either living ont-
plete forgetfulness of Him, or you are living coiosrsly in antagonism to Him in unrepented sin, and,
therefore, unpardoned. This state of things cabaatllowed to continue—you have yourself felt tihat
must not. There have been many times when you lie by yourself, when you have felt that you must
not remain in this sinful condition. You have evaeathed a prayer to God asking that you may not
continue as you now are, yet you have not had wésal enough to turn from your evil ways. The first
temptation that has crossed your path has drawrbgol into the ways of sin, and you still remaistju
as sinful as ever. Some of you are getting old,itisda long time since you received your firdigeus
impressions. Possibly they have been repeated agdiragain, yet they have all come to nothing, and
now you are in danger of death at any moment. Uf were to die in your present condition, your ever-
lasting state would be fixed, and you know it wolnddla state of the utmost misery and woe! You tiemb
at the very thought of being launched into it, yeti may be so even while | am addressing you—before
the very next word that | shall speak shall hawazihed the ears of others of my hearers! It maymeve
reach your ears, for they may be closed in thes#ef death. You know this, but do you always mean
to go on in this way until you die? | know thahist your intention—you have, within your heartsearet
expectation that, sooner or later, a change with€to you.

Why should it not come now? | would not like, efen a single moment, to be slung by a slender
rope over the yawning mouth of a deep pit. | wawticare to be, even for five minutes, in an uppem
of a burning house. | would not like, even for & feeconds, to have a dose of poison in my system,
although | might hope that there would be time gfoto swallow an antidote, and so save my life. Yet
your position is more perilous than any of thesedaons would be! Surely, you have indulged long
enough in hesitancy, delay, questioning, and pre+bigaking, have you not? The Lord seems to me to
say to you, “Come now, let us end this state afghi ‘Come now, and let us reason together.” Lealks
over the matter and settle it, one way or the otbeithat, if your present condition is one thawgsth
continuing in, you may continue in it with sometjtiable arguments to back you up. But if it can be
clearly proved to you that something better is ¢ohlad, andughtto be had by you, then perhaps our
reasoning together may be the means of leadingg/albetter condition than that in which you arst ju
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now.” May God the Holy Spirit help me to speak uplois important theme so as to reach your hedrts! |
it shall be so, He shall have all the glory!

Some texts need to be preached upon very ofterubedthey contain such vital truths of God, truths
of the very highest importance which it is not esget into our hearers’ minds and hearts. Thpesaer
is not blamed because he strikes a nail many tondgbe head, nor because he strikes the same itfail w
the same hammer, for he has to drive it into thedysomehow or other, and to clinch it on the oside.
So, if one stroke is not sufficient, he must naivie his work incomplete, but must strike the ngdia
and again until it is driven home. We shall do vielact in the same way. If we have preached filuesd
words before, and, | daresay some of us have dom&ay times—{Brother Spurgeon preached the following
sermons on Isaiah 1:18Ne. 366, Vol. 7-FHE SILVER TRUMPET;No. 1278, Vol. 22-REASONS FOR PART-
ING WITH SIN, and No. 2354, Vol. 40SCARLET SINNERS PARDONED AND PURIFIEB-Read/download
them, free of charge attp://www.spurgeongems.orghndwe feel quite justified in doing so again.

Our first division is to ben invitation to a conference with GdtCome now, and let us reason to-
gether, says the Lord.” Secondly, we haneexample of the reasoning on God’s parthough your sins
are as scarlet, they shall be as white as snowgththey are red like crimson, they shall be aslwoo
Then, thirdly, | shall endeavor to show you ttied example of the reasoning, on God’s part, islastract
of the whole argumend, summary of all the real reasoning that thereesan be between the holy God
and guilty sinners.

l. First, then, here IS AN INVITATION TO A CONFERENCHITH GOD. “Come now, and let us
reason together, says the Lord.”

The first observation | have to make upon this p@ithat sinful men and women—the great mass of
mankind—do not care to reason with God. | am, @whole, pleased when | find men reasoning about
spiritual matters, even they argue in a foolisthii@as. | mean when they raise the objections, agd-ar
ments with which skeptics and infidels are ususdlgrably familiar. There is a great deal more opé-
fulness about people in that condition than abloosé who will not think at all on religious subgct

A husband and wife had parted and had been segdoatgears. He, on several occasions, entreated
her to meet him and talk over their differenceshvatview to reconciliation. She steadily declined a
interview, and would not enter upon the subjedheir alienation. Are you surprised when we add tha
the fault from the beginning lay witier? You cannot doubt that the sin of their continueplasation was
hers alone. The parable is easy to be interpreted.

The great masses of men seem to want a form giaelthat does not require them to thifthe
people described in this chapter were quite wilbadpring their rams, their bullocks, their incenaed
their oblations—for all that could be done withauly effect being produced in their hearts and livesl
there are, at the present day, plenty of persomswith pay for masses, who will attend fine cerenesin
and who are very pleased to see the place of wotahied, at one time, into a theater, at anothes,t
into a conservatory, and at a third time into dwmser’'s shop. They have no objection to all sudiemnal
observances, for there is nothing to give themtemyble or pain. They just open their mouth, sheirt
eyes, and take in whatever “the priest” is pleasegive them! Many people like that style of retigi
They want to avoid the trouble of thinking about, sighteousness, and judgment to come. In faey th
do not want to be bothered about the whole magerthey get their solicitor to attend to their lega
business, so they would prefer to have their priésir clergyman, their minister, to see to thsgiritual
business for them. As to reasoning with God, andhigethe matter out with Him, that is not at altand-
ing to their ideas. A great many folk want somebetbe to do their thinking for them—they put it out
as they do with their washing—so that somebody mlag do it in their place.

But, dear friends, this will not do! Of all things the world,true religion demands most serious
thought It is a thing which has to do with our mind, eand spirit. Even under the old law, the command
to Israel was, “You shall love the Lord your Godwall your heart, and with all your soul, and waih
your might.” It was a matter for the heart and sew#n under that old, dim, preparatory dispensation
how much more is it so under the dispensation®fjtbspel whose very first commandment is, “Believe,
which does not mean a blind shutting of the eyasthe exercise of the most serious thought of hic
the mind of man is capable!

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 49




Sermon #2816 Invitation to a Conference 3

“Come now, and let us reason together, says thd.L®his invitation to a conference with God is,
next,a most reasonable thingknow that there is, in certain quarters, araittat all religion is fanaticism,
that you have to believe in something or other,tiwbeit is true, or reasonable, or not—and thealyzad
without thinking anything more about the matteisihot so, beloved. To me, the religion of JeshesC
is as much the subject of cool, calculating, comsemse as anything that | have to do with. | kncamyn
Christians who are gifted with calm, collected nandnd clear, argumentative powers, and | am certai
from my conversations with them, that they haveoead out the truth of the things which are mowsdigu
believed by them. They have proven, to their owtrsfeection that the Word of God is a divine revielat
to men. They have argued the matter out and theeyudly convinced of the soundness of their conclu-
sions. And being so convinced, they have ascedantet this revelation from God demanded of them,
and, finding what it was, they judged that it wasaat of true wisdom on their part to accept Gody
of salvation. That way of salvation has commendselfito their judgment as far as they have beda ab
to understand it. They have not pretended to congore it altogether, but what they have understdod o
it has seemed to them to afford such a solid fddtfar their spirit that having reasoned the matte,
in solemn earnestness—before the living God—theae iieecome convinced that they must believe in
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior! Belovedchttse we are not afraid to set publicly before yoa t
gospel which we desire you to believe! The Romikirch locked away the Bible from the people—the
priests did not want to have a thinking people,pbeavho would search the Scriptures for themselves.
But we earnestly exhort you to study the Word otlGar yourselves! Become familiar with its words,
and seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit as ta timeianing. Judge of our preaching by its agreemiht
the teaching of this Book—never accept anythingsawe simply because we say it, but bring it allhe t
law, and to the testimony, for if we speak not adow to this Word, it is because of the lack o tight
of God in us.

It is most gracious on the Lord’s part to inviteuyio a conference with HinHow condescending it
is for the Most High to be willing for you to reaswith Him! He seems to say to you, “Come, My fden
you and | are not agreed. There is something arathyour mind that keeps you from yielding to My
love. | mean you no hurt. ‘Come now, keep nothbagk from Me. Come and tell Me all about the
matter.” How graciously the Lord stoops down tarusaying, “Come now, and let us reason together”!
“Us.” It is His voice that shakes the earth witmfeests, the voice of the mighty God, the Creatar an
Judge of all who speaks to us, worms of the dustyly insignificant compared with Him, and says,
“Come now, and let us reason together.” Tell Meawis your difficulty. | will lay aside My glory, red
will come down and talk familiarly with you that weay have this question settled.”

See, dear friends, what a proof this is of Godisnigkindness and graciousness that He invites us to
reason with Him! If He had not meant good to us,wteild have had no reasoning with us. He would
simply have said, “These people have sinned agMest-let then die. | have already sent My Son to
them, and they have rejected Him. They have disdegaMy Sabbaths and despised My holy Word—
why should | reason with them? They have Mosesthagrophets—Ilet them hear them. Their fathers
and mothers have reasoned with them, and theisteinhas done the same. Now | will punish them as
they deserve.” But, no, the Lord still says to y6Gome now, come now.” All the reasoning of other
people has failed. Perhaps the argument has notphedairly before you. ‘Come now, and let us meas
together.” Speak out the bitterest thought tha igour mind. Let the very wormwood and gall of you
enmity against Me come out, but, ‘let us reasoettogy, says the Lord.” He must mean well to yceard
friends, or He would never have spoken such wosdeese. He could not have thought of them in anger
Designs of love must be within His heart when Hgss&Come now, and let us reason together.”

| think that there is also great tenderness inenyin the use of the wordndbw.” “Come now, and let
us reason together, says the Lord.” God would agelyou live another moment as you now are. “As |
live, says the Lord God"—and He lifts His hand &atien and swears by Himself, as He can swear by
none greater—“I have no pleasure in the deathefaticked; but that the wicked turn from his way and
live: turn you, turn you from your evil ways; fory will you die?” The Lord has no delight in having
you continue to be His enemy! It gives Him no pleaso see your hardness of heart, or to see the co
sequences of that hardness of heart in the awfillthat you are running every minute that you live
sin, so He says to you, “There is the whole unwéos Me to govern, yet | am willing to have a cergnce
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with you. ‘Come now,’ this very hour. Come now, mlat put it off till tomorrow. | am always at leisur

to reason with a sinner—whenever there is a sailithanxious to seek Me, | am always ready to seek
that soul, and to welcome it to My heart.” “Comewjbsays the Lord. Then, let it be now with you! dso
appoints this present time for His conference wih-let it be our time, too. “Today if you will heHlis
voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provogatiBehold, now is the accepted time; behold, new
the day of salvation.”

II. Now let us turn, in the second place, to AN EXAMPQE THE REASONING ON GOD’S PART.

We will suppose that the sinner is willing to canfeth God about this all-important matter, andttha
he goes at once to his main argument. “My Lord,5ags, “I would be reconciled to You if | could,tbu
alas, sin lies at the door, and | am no ordinampesi! | have broken Your commands a thousand tiines.
have done what | ought not to have done, and | kefv@indone the things that | ought to have done—
and there is no health in me.” Now observe the oetif reasoning on God'’s part.

First, the one main ground of difference is honestly moaeeti.The Lord does not deny the truth of
what the sinner has confessed, but He says to“hilnpugh your sins are as scarlet, | meet you at th
ground. You need not try to diminish the extenyaofir sin, or seek to make it appear to be less ithan
really is. No, whatever you say it is, it is alathand probably far more. Your deepest sense of you
sinfulness does not come up to the truth concerymog real condition. Certainly, you do not exagger
in the least. Your sins are scarlet and crimsose#ms as though you have put on the imperial obbe
sin, and made yourself a monarch of the realm df’éWhat is how a man’s guilt appears before the
searching eyes of God.

Now see how the Lord deals with this sad and difficaseHe Himself removes the ground of differ-
ence between Himself and the sintdg.says, “Though your sins are as scarlet, thely Isdas white as
snow; though they are red like crimson, they dbalas wool.” He does not, in our test, say howdhest
change shall be worked. It suffices here to givaruassurance that it shall be so! Well, then, uhtite
inference from that assurance? Why, sinner, sirégythat there is nothing now to keep you awaynfr
God because your sin, which was like a great stioaehad been rolled between you and your God, has
been rolled right away by God! He has removed est@in, spot, speck, and trace of sin by the puscio
blood of Jesus which cleanses all to whom it idiegpWhy do you stand back, then? Surely, you oann
continue to stay in the background. If your sipasdoned, you will rush into your Savior's arms—the
reasoning will be ended, and your heart meltingp\epentance! And God’s grace pouring itself ovar y
in a flood of holy joy, there will be no longer agyound of difference between you and your God, for
you and He will be truly one!

Now let us look a little more closely at this exdenpf reasoning on God’s part. | have pointed out t
you the grand outline, now let us consider the gt in detail. This will show you théte Lord will
remove the offense perfectl{searlet” and “crimson” are to become “as snow” dasl wool.”

| suppose that the text implies that the sinnerinsgy, “Lord, there is the guilt of my sin—how can
| ever get rid of that? | have been guilty of trgwession all my life—how can that guilt be put a®dy
know of nothing that can remove it. Though | shogife enough of the blood of bullocks and rams to
make a river, my guilt could never be washed await.bl remember how | asked this question of God
many and many a time, and | could not, for a lorigley exercise any hope of salvation because the
mountain of my guilt seemed to separate me fronthithee-holy God. Our text shows us that the Lord
meets the difficulty, not by denying the sinnerislg but by removing it! He says to the guilty oriblo
doubt you are as bad as you say you are, but hvakKe all this guilt of yours to vanish away. laBibe
cast behind My back into the depths of the sea,shiatl be found no more forever. The scarlet dhall
as snow, the crimson shall be as wool.”

Then the awakened conscience brings forward andtfieulty and says, “But, Lord, my sin must be
punished.” | cannot make out how it is that somepte seem to think that the punishment of sin is an
arbitrary act on the part of God. | remember wdllew God burnt this truth into my soul as with a hot
iron, that sin necessitated punishment, that itllked contrary to God, if | was out of gear withnHlil
must suffer, just as certainly as | should dowdre to thrust my arm amidst the wheels of a pawerf
engine when they were revolving at a tremendoues tat were to do that, | am certain to suffesstjas,
in continuing to sin, | am resisting the moral lavGod, and its ponderous wheels must crush me. |
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remember when | used to say to myself, when | wate @ lad, “If God does not punish me for my sin,
He ought to do so.” That thought used to come tcageen and again. | felt that God was just, and tha
He knew that I did not wish Him to be anything just, for even my imperfect knowledge of God in@dd
my recognition that He was a just and holy God.cbuld have been certain of salvation by any metho
in which God would have ceased to be just, | cawdtihave accepted it on those terms—I would have
felt that it was derogatory to the dignity of theo$d High, and that it was contrary to the univetaals

of right. But this was the question that puzzled-+igow can | be saved, since | have sinned, and sin
must be punished?” You see, in our text, the btkasswer which the Lord Himself gives, “Though your
sins are as scarlet, they shall be as white as;ghowgh they are red like crimson, they shall &aaol.”
That is to say, the Lord means, “You shall havesinao be punished, for | will so effectually reneow
that there shall be none left upon you. | will Besgernly just to you as a righteous and holy Godtrbe,

yet | shall not smite you, for | see nothing in yau upon you, which | ought to smite.” O wondrous
miracle of mercy and grace!

Then the sinner further objects, “But, Lord, if Yda thus pardon me at once, and take all my guilt
and fear of punishment away, yet, alas, there abp@$of evil which | have acquired, but which hoat
conquer. | would oh, that | could be perfectly ffemm sin, but, Lord, how can | be? | find alwayghin
me a tendency towards that which is evil—and thdugbw hate the evil, yet | find the law of sinnmy
members warring against that better law which Ytaaly Spirit has implanted within me. O God, how
can | ever be reconciled to You, for how can | thiése deadly serpents that are coiled up in mgtHea
To this piteous lament, the Lord graciously repli&&s, poor soul, your nature is all that you days a
nature that has been lying soaking in the crimgentill there is no getting the stain out by anyrtaun
instrumentality. This evil thing called sin is eagred in your very being, but | can take it outq &nvill
take it out. | will conquer every propensity to-siges, and so utterly conquer it that the day stathe
when you shall have no tendency to sin whateversiail be altogether delivered from it, and dwath
Me in spotless and eternal perfection.” Oh, howetlyedoes the Lord, by promising to do all thikea
away from the sinner the great barrier that stoetvben him and his God! Thus, the guilt, the pgnalt
and the power of sin shall all be removed!

Now give me your most earnest attention, for twéhoee minutes, while | remind you that although
it is not in our text, yet, in other parts of Gotlord the Lord has been pleased to tell us how Bleksv
this great change. | like you to understand, as$ayou can, how it is worked, though, mark younyna
have been saved who have not understood verygleawt their salvation was accomplished. They have
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. They have natgrehended as much as it is well that you should
comprehend, but yet, simply trusting in Jesus,eb@lg that the promise of grace was true, they have
proved it true to them.

But listen. God has told us how He can put ourtgwilay. Most of you know “the old, old story,” yet,
perhaps, as | tell it once again, God the HolyiSpiay enable some people to understand it who have
never understood it before. | know that there araesof us who heard the gospel preached very plainl
for many years, yet we did not understand itdile day, when the familiar story was being toldso/et
again, in much the same language as before, GdddlyeSpirit let the light of God into our dark nais,
and we saw Jesus as our own dear Savior, andedjoiddim with unspeakable and glorious joy! Now,
this is how God puts away our scarlet and crim&os $lis Son, His only-begotten and well-beloved ,So
came down from heaven, took upon Himself our natung became a man. And being found in fashion
as a man, He stood as the Substitute for all wbaldrever believe in Him, so that God regarded ldsn
the Representative of all those for whom He sta8waety—and laid upadim all their sin. And when
it was laid upon Him, it was no longer upon themg¢s it could not be in two places at the same tige
the sin of Christ’s people was removed from thend, put upon Him, according as it is written in Miel
Testament, “The Lord has laid on Him (“caused temgon Him”) the iniquity of us all.” And in the
New Testament, “For He has made Him to be sin $ggmeho knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him.” The sin being, by utgtion, laid upon Christ, God the Father proceeded
to deal with Christ on account of that sin as thotig had been the actual sinner. He was brought up,
charged, condemned, and put to death—and He dsttdd of His Father, crying, “My God, My God,
why have You forsaken Me?” And that agonizing deaftilis—God tells us that it is so, therefore we
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may well believe it—has vindicated the justice afdzmagnified the law, and made it honorable. And
now God, for Christ’'s sake, can—no, more, ddesblot out the sin of all His people, and make age
to be, seeing that it is a rule of His never toiphithe same offense twice. So, if Christ was phadsfor
my sin, | can never be punished for it. For, aslddptruly sings—

“Payment God cannot twice demand,

First at My bleeding Surety’s hand,

And then again at mine.”

If you, my friend, whoever you are, believe on tleed Jesus Christ, | am able to assure you, beyond
all doubt, that He bore your sin, carried your sarrand discharged your debt, and that, therefare,
are forever clear! Do you not see how reasonabhhialis? Perhaps you raise a difficulty and &kt
why should Christ stand in my place? Where istiséige of punishing the Innocent, and letting thityg
go free?” Ah, that is a wonder of distinguishinggg that we cannot comprehend! When the ange]s fell
they fell one by one, each one sinned and rebableah individual, but when you and | fell, it wasour
representative head, Adam the first. Thereforedame possible, since we originally fell in one Ada
that we could be raised on the same principle titcanother Adam and, lo, Jesus Christ, the second
Adam—in whose loins lay all His elect ones, everth@swhole human race lay in the loins of the first
Adam, has come, and instead of all who are in Hiffeang, He has suffered in their place upon etyr
righteous principle. At any rate, you need not ¢joaeshe rightness of the principle—if God approeés
it, if it satisfies Him, it may very well sufficeof you! If the system of salvation by substitutioeets the
claims of eternal justice, it should certainly aawityou. O poor soul, trust in the blood of Jeansl your
sins shall all vanish through His substitutionaagi$ice!

Listen again. Something was said, just now, abeilihabits that were to be put away. How is that to
be done? The moment you believes in Jesus—at émgtinstant the Holy Spirit entirely changes your
nature! There is then born in your soul, a newqpie—the spirit, something far superior to theunak
soul—a spirit which understands, and has to do spihitual things. This is what our Lord Jesus gaid
Nicodemus, “That which is born of the flesh is Agand that which is born of the Spirit is spiriahd
this new spirit within you is the Spirit of Chridtlis a living and eternal principle which willlfow after
holiness, and which cannot sin because it is bbfaod. Do you not see, then, how your old habitié wi
be broken? You will be a new man and you will beedb say with the apostle, “We are dead, and our
life is hid with Christ in God.” This is what Godilwdo with you—your scarlet and crimson sins shall
vanish because you are born-again—made “a newucesiat Christ Jesus.”

| do not know whether | am putting this matter planough for all of you to understand it, but | kno
that there was a time when | was very anxious abgusoul, when | would have been very thankful to
have heard such plain talk as this rather thaneagermon that would have been of no service tcnme
my sad condition. And | say to you, young man, ydw are troubled because of your sin, that if you
believe in Christ Jesus, His atoning sacrifice taKke all your guilt away, and the Holy Spirit wibme
and dwell within you—and so enable you to conqwergsinful propensity, and your life shall, fromg
time forward, become “holiness unto the Lord.” “Gemow, and let us reason together, says the Lord.”
And is not this grand reasoning when your greatéstulties are thus swept away by His almightacg?

lIl. 1 must, however, finish by briefly showing you thalS EXAMPLE OF REASONING IS AN
ABSTRACT OF THE WHOLE ARGUMENT.

| do not know the particular condition of everybauyw present, but | do know that all possible cases
are covered by the divine invitation given in tbige verse of Scripture.

Possibly, somebody says, “I do not need to be saldyg dear sir, | am not speaking about such a
case as yours, for you refuse to reason—there $£nge or reason in you. “But,” says another, “hdb
intend to yield to the gospel.” That is anotherecaswhich there is no reasoning and no reason. You
simply say, “I do not want to have anything to ditwChrist.” Well, if so, you have only yourself to
blame for your fatal decision! Your destruction,emhit comes upon you, will rest upon you alone, and
amidst the flames of hell, as you bite your toniguenguish, you will not be able to charge younmupon
God, or upon the preacher who is now addressing¥You put the gospel of Jesus Christ away from you,
counting yourself unworthy of it—and if you contmto do so, there remains nothing for you but tspe
forever and ever!
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But there are some people of another kind, andthasge various difficulties in coming to Christ.€n
says, “I have been too great a sinner.” That difficis fully met here—"Though your sins are asrtatd’
Granted that they are scarlet, “they shall be agewds snow.” “But | have sinned so long.” Very lyel
that case is also included here—"though they atdike crimson.” These two colors, scarlet and com,
are often made to lie a long time and soak tillubry warp and woof of the cloth has taken the dlyell,
you are like that, but, though it is so with yougd3will make you “as snow” and “as wool”! “Oh, but
have sinned against a great deal more light thast people have!” No doubt that is true. | do natyde
it, and that certainly increases your guilt, but t&yt covers your case—"though your sins are adefca
they shall be as white as snow.” “Ah, sir, but V&aesisted the Holy Spirit,” says another. Granked,
“though your sins are red like crimson, they shallas wool.”

“| fear,” says yet another, “that the Holy Spirasleft me, for | have so sorely grieved Him.” Read
the verse following our text—"If you are willing drobedient, you shall eat the good of the land.iWiNo
if you are willing to be saved, and willing to beealient to that divine command, “Believe and livibg
Holy Spirit has not left you! As long as you haveydeeling whatever, you have not committed the sin
which is unto death, for, if you had committidht sin, you would have been utterly unmoved and care-
less—and no thought of divine things would com@ssiyour mind again.

Oh, you may tell me what you like about yourselas, my text meets your case! You may be a
harlot, sister—give me your hand, just as you angl listen to these words of God, Himself, “Though
your sins are as scarlet, they shall be as whisna®; though they are red like crimson, they shalas
wool.” If there were a murderer here, red-handedfhis crime, his sin would, evidently, be scaaled
crimson, yet, my brother, yes, even your hand waotidédke, and | would say to you, “Though your sins
are as scarlet, they shall be as white as snowdufbelieve in Jesus Christ, that is, if you tidsh with
your soul, if you will accept God’s way of salvatiovhich is ceasing to try to save yourself, areddyng
yourself to be saved by Jesus only, you shall kedshere and now!”

| cannot get out to you all that this text keepsaying to me. It is singing in my soul! | can hdee
music of it even if you cannot. | only wish thatumight do so. Sometimes, when | am preachinggll fe
like a butcher at the block—cutting off large r@ast meat for others, and getting nothing himdgift
just now | am feeding on the text myself—I only viscould make every soul here feel hungry after it
for it is yours as much as it is mine—as you, ta® a sinner against God. Perhaps | am addressing
someone who says, “I do not see any need to reasioiisod.” Friend, let your condition of mind start
and alarm you! A man who is not right with his Gody be sure that there is something wrong with his
soul. And if this grandest of all possessions—tbespssion of God Himself—does not seem to you to be
pre-eminently desirable, it is because your eyeshnded, and your heart is dead to the thingSad,
and you are in “the gall of bitterness, and inlibad of iniquity.” It is because you are of thetbaearthy,
that you find your pleasure in the things that gan see, feel, taste, and hear. It is becausergaiamally
minded, and have never been renewed in spirityithatare thus content with what will do you no gbod
Do you know what will become of you if you continas you are? You are born of the flesh, and that
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and flesh wgitl to corruption one of these days—and that istwba
will go to, to corruption, the worm that never diaad the fire that shall never be quenched! Tiseoaly
one way to keep in check the hurtful, horrible aption that grows out of carnal mindedness. “Yowstmu
be born-again.” “Younustbe born-again.” There are some things that mayrbeay not be, but you
“mustbe born-again,” for, unless you are born-agaiyoif could go to heaven, it would not be heaven to
you! And if God gave Himself to you, you could reatjoy Him. You must be born-again! Oh, let that,
“must,” impress itself upon your mind and heart—and rest@alear hearer, until you are born-again!
This is the work of the Spirit of God upon you, aside by side with it runs that other text, “Hettha
believes on the Son has everlasting life.” May peuenabled by the Spirit to believe on the LordiSes
Christ! Then you will be born-again—no longer withu be under condemnation, but, as a spiritual man
you will delight in spiritual things—and, chieflypu will delight in God, and He will make my texué
to you, “Though your sins are as scarlet, theyldleahs white as snow; though they are red likeson,
they shall be as wool.” Pray David’s prayer, and yall receive a gracious answer from the Lord even
as the psalmist did, “Purge me with hyssop, anlall e clean: wash me, and | shall be whiter than
snow.”
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| have done with my text for this time, yet | hawadf a mind to linger a minute and say, “Come now,
if you have not reasoned with God, teétry to reason with you. Let us reason together. €amy dear
friend, can any good result from your continuingzas now are? You unconverted men and women, and
especially you unconverted old people, can any goode of your remaining strangers to Christ?”

Let me put another question. Could any hurt conyof being the friends of Christ? Can you imagine
any real loss that you could sustain by being saveduld not tell a lie, even for God, Himself,daHe
would never wish me to do so, but this truth of Galgclare to you now—ever since | have believed in
Jesus, the joy, rest and peace | have experiemeadtagether indescribable! One thing ought tovawre
you of the blessings of true religion, and thdheg you never met a Christian yet—you never sayi@g
Christian, setting up in his bed, leaning on thHewi, with his children round him, and saying, “Migar
boys and girls, beware of the Christian religioeWgre of confidence in Christ! It is all a delusiobhere
has never, since the foundation of our blessed,fag#gen one who, in the valley of the shadow oflfdea
has said,” | have discovered all this to be adictiand | wish to warn everyone else against ih"tke
contrary, they have unanimously said, either whthugs of triumph or with quiet words of peacefuistr,
“Blessed be the name of the Lord! This is joy, idleto be found in Christ Jesus, now that | am atwou
depart to be forever with Him!” Let practical evide convince you, dear people, and if there ishangt
real and precious about all this of which | haverbepeaking—as there certainly is—if it is anything
worth having, it is worth having now! If it is evargood thing to be saved, it is well to be sauvezhae!

If it is ever worthwhile to be rid of sin, it is wiwhile to be rid of sin before that clock tickgaan! If it
is ever worthwhile for you to have joy in God,stworthwhile for you to have it before your eyeséa
again closed in slumber!

The Lord grant that you may find it right speedity; His name’s sake! Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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