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“Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, sayjdgremiah, what do you see? And | said, | see d ro
of an almond tree. Then said the LORD unto me, Yioave well seen: for | will hasten My word to perforit.”
Jeremiah 1:11, 12.

OBSERVE, first, dear friends, that before Jerentiabomes a speaker for God, he must be a seer.
The name for a prophet, in the olden time, wasear’s—a man who could see, one who could see with
his mind’s eye, one who could also see with sgtitasight, so as vividly to realize the truth winice
had to deliver in the name of the Lord. Learn #iatple lesson well, O you who try to speak for God!
You must be seers before you can be speakers.

The question with which God usually begins Hiswasation with each of His true servants is the
one He addressed to Jeremiah, “What do you sem®’dfraid that there are some ministers, nowadays,
who do not see much. Judging by what they predeir, tision must be all in cloudland, where allythe
see is smoke, and mist, and fog. | often meet wétsons who have attended the same ministry for
years; and when | have asked them even very siqestions about the things of God, | have found
that they do not know anything. It was not becaheg were not able to comprehend quickly when the
truth was set forth plainly before them, but | félaat it was, in most cases, because there wasngoth
that they could learn from the minister to whomytihad been accustomed to listen. The preacher had
seen nothing; and, therefore, when he described méngaw, of course it all amounted to nothing. No,
my brother, before you can make an impression @pather person’s heart, you must have an impres-
sion made upon your own soul. You must be ableyp soncerning the truth, “I see it,” before younca
speak it so that your hearers also shall seentult be clear to your own mind, by the spirituatqep-
tion which accompanies true faith, or else you wik be able to say with the psalmist, “I believed,
therefore have | spoken.” Let me say over agaihgeatence which | uttered a minute ago—the speaker
for God must first be a seer in the light of God.

And, next, the true speaker for God must see Wioak sets before him. In this case, the Lord had set
before Jeremiah’s eye “a rod of an almond tree.” Might have thought that, as a preparation for his
prophetical work, he would have seen mysteriousalgill of eyes, or flaming seraphs and cherubs, o
the wonderful creatures that were caused to appehe dreams of Ezekiel and the revelation to John
Instead of this, Jeremiah simply sees “a rod adlamond tree;” and, beloved friends, when you laok i
to the Bible, you will see some very simple thingesre—such things as save little children’s souls—
such things as men with no education can undersaaddbelieve. Be not anxious to be numbered
among those who are so “eclectic” and “cultureditthf God sets before them the rod of an almond
tree, they cannot condescend to notice it. Thabimmething which everybody can see, so why should
such remarkable eyes as theirs behold the planmgshivhich ordinary individuals can perceive? They
want to see—I scarcely know what they do want & egcept their own foolish dreams, and even those
are hidden from them. God give us grace to see sbdsmond trees when He sets them before us;,—I
mean, may He give us grace to see such simplestaghthese: “You must be born again.” “This is a
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, ttkzhrist Jesus came into the world to save sinhétie
that believes and is baptized, shall be saved.”twba/ou see, my friend? Do you see what God would
have you see, what He has put before you in Hisd®/¢ir so, | may say to you what the Lord said to
Jeremiah, “You have well seen;” but if not, howegergeous the panorama or pageant which you have
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invented for yourself to behold, you had bettebled, for you will only be following some will-othe-
wisp, that may amuse for a while, but will ultimigtdestroy the souls of men.

Further, those who would speak aright for God nailst take care to see with all their eyes. | do no
suppose that everybody here, who had seen thenwi$ia rod, would have known it to be “a rod of an
almond tree.” | do not imagine that | should, thioughink | should readily know a rod if it were &
of olive wood, or orange wood, having become familvith them during my visits to the South of
France. But | do not know that | should, in a motnbe able to say of a certain rod, “That is the b
an almond tree.” But Jeremiah understood thesgdshiand, therefore, as soon as he saw what was set
before him, he did not merely say, “l see a rodit ‘h see a rod of an almond tree.” He distingudslag
once the kind of rod that was revealed to him gion, for he was a man who had those powers of dis-
cernment and discrimination which are most neeufthe Lord’s servants; and if you, dear friend ar
called to teach the children in the Sunday scharalf, you try to win souls by private conversatiam,if
you are a preacher of the Word, blessed are ygaufcan see below the surface of the truth, and can
peer into its hidden depths of meaning, and getiritisal insight into the Word of God so that yoa d
not merely see a small portion of the Scriptures,lou perceive a far larger part than most pedple
You should, if you can, see it all. | can hardlynththat many years of spiritual education and rvi
training would be required for you to attain tottpasition—at any rate, to see all that is neetifuthe
due discharge of your ministry, all that may hetu yo know the meaning of the truth, and to bring i
out for real, practical use among those to whomsark to be made a blessing. O seer, ask to heae cl
eyes! Speaker, recollect that your speaking muginbeith your eyes; and,—though it may seem a
strange thing to say so—the first education fortthhe servant of God does not concern his tongue so
much as his eyes. “What do you see?” Seek to leetaldee all that you can see; and take care that y
do not miss anything through inadvertence or negi€earch the Scriptures.” Be you one of those who
gaze into the truth, as the angels desire to lotikit, so that, when you see the vision, you shalable
to say, with Jeremiah, “I see a rod of an almoed.tr

Next, the servant of the Lord must seek to winapproval of his Master as Jeremiah did. It will be
a grand thing for you, dear brothers and sisters i to speak to others, if you would receive such
praise as God so freely gave to Jeremiah, at thefwst moment of his ministry, when He said tonhi
“You have well seen.” You shall well speak, if ybave well seen. O my dear young brethren in the
College, you who are here tonight, | hope thatiit me true of you, whenever you think of the dawogr
of human depravity, that you have looked into yown hearts, and seen the evil of your own natlire ti
you have wept over it! So shall it be said to eash of you, “You have well seen that.” | hope thaili
will so clearly see the truth of the Fall that ywill recognize the evil that comes of it, and tha é&at
abides in the corrupt nature of man. And then n@y get such a sight of the cross—such a clear view
of the atoning blood, and understand so fully theagydoctrine of substitution and the divine pldn o
reconciliation, that God may be able to say to ydiau have well seen.” A lack of distinctness inrou
understanding of the truth will lead to a lack dftehctness in our utterance of it. Oh, to haveseyes
those of the Heavenly Bridegroom, of whom His sgos&id, “His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the
rivers of waters, washed with milk and fitly sefipt, in His turn, He says to His bride, “Behold,uyare
fair, My love; behold, you are fair; you have doveges.” The ministers of the Church of Christ, who
have to a great extent to be her seers, need ® tiaar, far-seeing, and pure-seeing eyes. May God
grant us the power distinctly to trace His wondrguace from the eternal fountain of electing love,
along the streams of never-ceasing mercy whichgbtimal perseverance to the saints, right onward to
the coming of our Lord, and the blessed risinglbHa Church to be with Him in His glory forevena
ever! Before you venture to tell anything of thesgel message to others, you need to hear the bgrd s
to you, as He said to Jeremiah, “You have well seen

For this purpose it will be necessary that yoweseghould be enlightened. What an appropriate pray-
er is that for you Sunday school teachers and @dmmigninisters to offer, “Open You my eyes, that |
may behold wondrous things out of Your law™! | tkithat if | had, as a preacher, to make only ore re
guest to my Master, and He asked me, “What will yloat | should do unto you?"—I should reply,
“Lord, that | may receive my sight more fully thawer, and see Your truth more clearly than eves;” b
cause there is no fear about our speaking for Godri seeing is what it should be. That is the main
matter, and therefore the Lord asks each one ofWikat do you see?” If our answer proves that we
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have well seen, it is because the Spirit of Goddmightened us; and, enlightenment from God having
been once received, we shall tell to others ridgadly what God has revealed to us.

Yet once more, those who see what they can seetalte care to see it well, are the people who
shall receive further instruction, for it was whagremiah said, “I see a rod of an almond tree{’ itha
Lord went on to explain the vision to him, sayiftgou have well seen: for | will hasten My word to
perform it.” Those who do not see what they cansdedl not be allowed to see any more. If you will
not use, in diligently studying the Scriptures, jdgment and perception which you already havej Go
will not give you further light, since you negleétie gift that is in you. He will leave your fire turn
low because you do not stir it up, and it shalltgebe more dim than it now is, for he who will hearn
more when God is willing to teach him shall forgétat he already knows. | charge you, who are called
to teach others in any way whatsoever, to submitsgives fully to the teaching of the Holy Spi#t.
disciple is the only person who can become an gasischolar in the school of Christ is the ontyeo
who can be sent out to tell others what his Mastshes to have made known to the sons of men.

| have spoken thus with the view of helping thed® are working for Christ; but now | must try to
explain the vision mentioned in our text: “Jeremmhat do you see? | see a rod of an almond tree.”

|. Observe, first, that THE ALMOND IS A WAKEFUL TREHhe Hebrew word which is rendered
“almond” comes from a root signifying to be wakefgb this passage might be read thus, “I see the
wakeful rod. Then said the Lord unto me, You haed seen: for | will waken concerning My word to
perform it.”

When the other trees are asleep, before the washttie springtime has awakened them from their
winter slumbers, the almond tree awakes, and ogppenlovely eyes of its abundant blossoms. In Jeremi
ah’s country, it begins to bloom early in Januay it is in such haste to produce its fruit thad often
ripe before the end of March. You know how, eventin suburban gardens, one of the first signs @f th
approach of spring is that the almond tree beginsidssom. The East wind often keeps it back, tyet i
struggles to its utmost to come out while otheedrare asleep. Even before the chestnut, whicéns g
erally up as early as almost any of our trees,bde@s able to cast off the blankets in which it sthp-
ing the winter, the almond tree has opened its,em@$ looked out as if it were asking whether gprin
time is not coming. The almond is a wakeful trag] ao, says the Lord, “I will be wakeful concerning
My word to perform it.”

Note, first, thatGod never forgets a promisAlas! You and | do not remember all our promises.
How often are they made only to be broken; but @eder forgets one that He has given. We even for-
get God’s promises; and, often, when we are inbli|guve can hardly recollect one that we can plead
before Him. But God never yet forgot a promise;tiaiise centuries, in which He has been dealing with
men, He has never yet failed to keep His word. “Hassaid, and shall He not do it?”

What is equally wonderfulGod has never forgotten a single person to whomoenjse belonged,—
not even the least. Even if they have only desioeskek Him, or if they have only commenced to seek
Him, He has been gracious to them, He has heard ¢hg and has delivered them. This is a wide
world, and there are many millions of people iryét no one of them has ever been able to sayGbdt
has failed to keep one of His promises. More tlmat, in the whole universe, throughout all the ages
there has never been a forgotten soul. He who sdtet brilliant stars counts such dim things as our
understanding; and He who numbers the very hairsuofhead never fails to reckon the cries of our
hearts.

Further,there has never been a single occasion for th@maht of a promise which God has al-
lowed to slipWhen the promise has become due, He has dischirgeithe tick of the clock. There are
no dishonored bills recorded against God in thaiaes of men or of angels. No one can look up & th
heavens, and say to Him, “You have deceived me,l avas deceived;” but we can say, “Faithful and
true are You, O Jehovah; this is part of Your Saitfs, for He is the faithful and true Witnessdayiou
are the faithful Promiser, who always performs whHathas promised.” “The Lord is not slack concern-
ing His promise, as some men count slackness.”

Let me also add thalhere is not a threat in God’s Word which has neetb fulfilled,or which will
not yet be executed. He has been a wakeful Gduhatrréspect. When men have persisted in theiriniqu
ty, He has not allowed them to escape the justghument of their evil deeds. Happily for us, we aann
hear the sighs and cries of the spirits shut ygrison; but they are there. In His mercy, God hasema
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great gulf between us and those who are tormentéldat flame; but they are there, though we cannot
see or hear them. As surely as God lives, thejuity and transgression are already receiving fjosir
recompense of reward, and there is a worse dodaildav. As God watches over His people to do them
good, so does He watch over the transgressor wihaai$y impenitent, and makes him to know the ter-
rors of His wrath. That is the black side of thigth, and it must not be ignored. You may rest i&ssu
that a judge who does not punish the guilty is sisi as the one who does not acquit the innocent.
There must be, with every king who is worthy of tteane, an execution of the sentence of the law upon
evildoers, as well as the award of praise for thileat do well. Paul says, concerning the earthlyaep
sentative of authority, “He bears not the swordiam;” and that sentence is certainly true concgyni
the King of kings. “Shall not the Judge of all #erth do right?”

Look, then, dear friends, at this rod of an almtreé, and believe in a wakeful God who will surely
deal with men according to His Word, whether inrpige or in threat.

Il. But the more obvious sense of the text is that whigive under the second head. THE AL-
MOND IS IN HASTE TO BLOSSOM AND BEAR FRUIT. Henceuptranslators have rendered the
passage, “I will hasten My word to perform it.” Thénond tree is not slow to bloom, it is one of the
very first trees to tell us that springtime is nefand the Lord is quick to fulfill His Word.

Very briefly, let me remind you dhe quickness of God to fulfill His threa3o you realize, dear
hearers, you who are now hearing the gospel, brg hat received it, that God’s threats take eftdct
once? “No,” you say, “He has not dealt with useafur sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniqu
ties.” That is most true; yet there is a senselich His sentence takes effect at once. For igstafiHe
that believes not is condemned already, becausa$eot believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God.” If you have heard the gospel—and sofm@u have heard it many, many years—and yet
have not heeded it, you will not be condemnedHerfirst time at the last great day, you are cornn
even now. Some people say to us, “Why do you n@rsstin your preaching, so constantly deal with
another life, instead of dealing with this one?'r@uaswer is, that we do deal with this life; we ldeih
it continually, for we believe that both sides loat text are true at this very minute, “He thaidnads on
the Son has everlasting life: he that believestm®tSon shall not see life; but the wrath of Godie®
on him.” Even now, at this moment, while you ardhis building, if you are not a believer in thertdo
Jesus Christ, the wrath of God is abiding on you.

Listen again. There is another immediate effe¢hefWord of the Lord, which follows as quickly as
the blossom appears upon the almond tree. Upon bearers, it produces an instant hardening. You
remember how Paul wrote, “We are unto God a sweatrsof Christ, in them that are saved, and in
them that perish: to the one we are the savor athdento death; and to the other the savor ofulif
life.” You, dear friends, are deriving, from eveggspel sermon that you hear, either life unto life,
else death unto death. If you get no good froyoity will assuredly get harm. An unbelieving hearariig
the gospel is a multiplication of curses to youulseanother sermon for which you have to give ac-
count, another rejected exhortation recorded aggog another earnest invitation, which you hase r
fused, and for which you will be held responsitMeu are heaping up to yourselves wrath against the
day of wrath even while you hear the Word of thed_d am not now talking about what will happen to
you when you die, or when you rise for the finalgment; | am speaking about what is happening now.
The same sun which melts wax hardens clay; andahee gospel which melts some persons to repent-
ance hardens others in their sins. Take heed thatg not soon see the almond tree blossom irghis
rible sense.

There is also another sense in which a defingaltés speedily coming, for you must soon die, un-
less Christ comes shortly. In any case, it caneolohg before some here will be gone. We who have
reached middle life must not reckon on continuiadite for many years; but others are already bald
with age, or their hair is grey, so they must sda@n Suppose, however, that you young people should
live to be ninety; yet how soon that period will @eded! Years seem to spin round, especially as we
grow older. | thought, when | was a boy, that aryeas a very long time; but, now, one scarcely seem
to have time to kiss his hand before it is Chrigrday again. People say, “Christmas is comingif s
was a long way off; but the next one is coming@mnsas the last one has gone. Time flies very hapid
as years advance upon us; it appears even to quitskeace, though it does not really go any faten
it used to do. It will be but a short while, anduyony dear hearer, if you die without Christ, viatid
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that God is not slack concerning His threat—thabugh He seems to tarry in long-suffering, yet He
comes in due season after all; and when He comesWhan the last trumpet rings out, and the great
white throne is set, and the angels gather in solpamp to the tremendous judgment of the grand as-
size, you will find that the time, which seemeddoenough, proved all too short, while the eternity,
which you despised, you will dread with such desspaiwe cannot even imagine now. Forever, forever,
forever, forever lost! | see “a rod of an almonektrfor some of you, for it may be that | am addieg
some who will never enter any place of worship mghimay be speaking to some out of these many
hundreds who will not be alive this day next we®kit of our great congregation, there never is h-gat
ering of the same people twice in this place weelvbek. Even among our membership, there are now,
on the average, two a week who are taken home| endw not how many more out of the congrega-
tion. Who will be next? | see, for that next onardd of an almond tree,” for God will hasten His \WWor

to perform it.

While | have felt compelled to speak of these mwigruths, | am glad to turn to the other parthef t
subject, which is this, th&od is quick in performing His promisékhey are like the almond tree; they
blossom and bear fruit very quickly. “Whedrts of promises,” say you, “atteus speedily fulfilled?”

Well, first, the promise to give salvation to thlbse who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Listen—

“The moment a sinner believes,

And trusts in his crucified God,

His pardon at once he receives,

Redemption in full thro’ His blood.”
| see “a rod of an almond tree” here. The psalsays, “His word runs very swiftly;” and | am a wess
that it does. Many years ago, I, a poor sinner,twen a place of worship to hear the gospel predch
The preacher repeated the Lord’s command, “Look Me, and be you saved.” | looked to Christ, and
| was saved that very instant. It takes no longeell the story than it did to work the miracleroércy.
Swift as the lightning’s flash | looked to Chriand the great deed was done; | was a pardonedisiid |
fied soul; in a word, | was saved. Why should et same thing happen to you who are here? It will
happen to everyone who shall now be led to believesus Christ.

“Oh, but!” says one, “There are often long delag$ore peace is enjoyed.” Then it is because you
make them, for God does not. “But sometimes we haweait,” says one. Yes, yes; | know all about
that waiting. Do you remember, in the parable efphodigal son, where he waited? Why, with the har-
lots and others with whom he wasted his substamg@ious living, or with the swine, when he was
feeding them with the husks with which he woulddiyahave filled his own empty belly. That is where
he waited; but when did he end his waiting? Whesdid, “I will arise and go to my father.” He didtn
wait any longer, for we read, “And he arose, anthedo his father;” and then it is written, “When he
was yet a great way off, his father saw him, andare™—'and’—"and stood still, and waited for him
to come”? No, no; | know that God waits to be gvasi but, according to the teaching of that patable
“when he was yet a great way off, his father saw,l@nd had compassion, and ran.” Do you know how
fast God can run? Come, now, there is a task far Wee know, sometimes, how fast fleet runners can
go. What a rate they go at! As we hear about thveenseem to realize the force of David’s description
of Saul and Jonathan, “They were swifter than eadleey were stronger than lions.” But again | ask,
can you tell me how fast God can run? No, you ddknow, you cannot tell; but you do know that He is
all on fire with love to embrace a poor penitemingr, and He speeds towards him at an amazing rate.
Remember that hymn with which we commenced thigicer—

“On cherub and on cherubim,

Full royally He rode,

And on the wings of mighty winds,

Came flying all abroad.

‘And so delivered He my soul.”
Swift as the lightning’s flash is the glance of ider compassion that brings life to a penitent sBek
lieve then in Jesus, and “the great transactioored “He that believes on the Son has everladiiag
“Why, sir, he only believed a minute ago! Has heereed eternal life already?” Yes, he has everigsti
life just as surely as if he had been believingesus for fifty years. If you do but believe, thisssing
is at once yours. “l see a rod of an almond tré&#h; that you also may see it blossom before youy ve
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eyes, although, when you came into this house a@feut it seemed as bare as the rest of the traes th
have been nipped by the wintry winds!

This part of our subject is just as true abouy@raThe man who knows how to pray remembers
God’s promises concerning prayer and its answanKldf that remarkable passage in Isaiah 65:24—"It
shall come to pass, that before they call, | wil\aer; and while they are yet speaking, | will hiear
That is quicker than the telegraph: “Before thely, ¢avill answer.” God knows what petition is iroyr
heart, He foresees what will be the utterance of yongue, and He has the answers all ready fon.the
| have found many of my prayers answered yearsrédfprayed them. “No,” you say, “that could not
be.” Well, there was one of them that was answarerk than eighteen hundred years before | prayed it
That was when | cried to God for a Savior, and ldeegme One all those centuries before | was born,
even the Savior who worked out for me a compleleaian on Calvary’s accursed tree. O you praying
souls, “I see a rod of an almond tree!” When megirbéo pray in faith, they are speedily heard.

So is it when God’s people want to have theiriggt life revived. When we get into a dull doleful
state, as we sometimes do, if we cry to God, Hable to quickly revive our drooping spirits. You re
member that verse in the Song of Solomon, “Or ¢veas aware, my soul made me like the chariots of
Amminadib”?—which were, | suppose, noted for treinftness—"l was dull, motionless, lifeless; but
before | could tell where | was, | found myself alshflying along like the chariots of Amminadib.b S
may it be with you, dear friend! Though you areelikaodicea, neither cold nor hot, yet remember what
the Lord said to the angel of that church: “Behdldtand at the door and knock; if any man hears My
voice, and open the door, | will come in to himdawill sup with him, and he with Me.” Renewed
communion with Christ may be enjoyed at once, dwegiou who have fallen into a lukewarm state.

Our subject also applies to deliverance from tleutrhe righteous cry, and the Lord hears, and de-
livers them out of all their troubles.” God may nake away your trouble; but yet, in a moment, Heym
give you grace to bear it, and turn the troublelftsito a source of joy. “I see a rod of an almdrek”
full often. In times of deep depression, God cérulp the heart very speedily.

So can He bless His Word. As neither snow nor maiarns to Him void, so is it with His Word; it
shall prosper in the thing to where He sent it, &ursthall prosper at once. O you who want to wialsp
go about your work very boldly, believing that Gadl bless you! “Lo, | am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world,” said Christ. When Peter pheal, the apostles and disciples did not wait éor s
eral years to find out the result of his sermon—utifol daresay there were further results aftemg lo
time—but they picked up three thousand birds winad been brought down by that one discharge of
the great gospel gun. Oh, that you and | would etkvior God as to expect immediate results, and go
and look for them! “I see a rod of an almond trdebtlieve that there are some here who will tohigh
lay hold on Christ. It was a great joy to me to davsister come in, just before service, to telltha,
years ago, she found the Lord when | was preaddiriige Agricultural Hall. She said, “That will com-
fort you.” | said, “Yes, it does; it shows me tHawvas useful once; but,” | added, “I want to befuke
now; | want to see souls brought to Christ now.'tdAo they will be; let us believe it, and see thi of
an almond tree blossom tonight.

lIl. Now, to close, | can only briefly remind you thatE ALMOND TREE SETS AN EXAMPLE
TO ALL WHO WOULD BE LIKE GOD. He hastens His Word perform it; oh, that you and | would
be in haste to perform our word!

Is there one here whmishes to seek the Lord3eek you the Lord while He may be found; call you
upon Him while He is near.” There will be a friendtwo, on the lower platform, after the serviae, t
talk with any of you who wish to say anything temhm about your own souls, and to hear from them
some good words about the Lord Jesus Christ. Dgoaway, even from this service, till you have
sought and found the Savior. Seek Him now, you gqueople. Recollect that precious promise, “Those
that seek Me early shall find Me.” Others shalbfitie Lord if they seek Him; but, certainly, theupg
shall do so whatever others do not. Be up earbn tiwvhile yet you are in your teens, before youtget
be a young man, seek the Lord now, for you sha#lguind Him if you search for Him with all your
heart. God help you to do it!

Then, you who have found Him, peompt in obeying HimDo you know what David said? “I made
haste, and delayed not to keep Your commandmdhnigt have found the Savior by faith, be baptized
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according to His command and His example. Uniters@lfiwith His people, and begin at once to serve
Him.

And then, you who have been serving the Savignu haveany good desire in your heart to do an-
ything for Christ, do itYou may be dead tomorrow morning; therefore | waadi¢ise you to do some-
thing for Christ tonight. Are you going to leavensething in your will for the Master’s cause? Be iou
own executor if you can; and whatever you thinkdoing, do it speedily; do not leave anything i} t
morrow that can be done today. “I see a rod oflamoad tree.” There are some men who must act now,
or they never will do anything, for it is prettyary the end of the day with them. Up, brother, tigee
a rod of an almond tree.” Do what you can toni@qpeak to your children about Christ tonight. Wake
them up if they are in bed. Speak to that friend/hmm you have often intended to speak. | knowrng o
who resolved to speak to a man who used to conhéstoounter twice a week to buy some goods. He
thought, “The next time he comes in, | will speakhtm about his soul.” He never came again! On the
morning when he should have come, there came aemgsisto say that he was dead. Therefore, take
advantage of every opportunity while it lasts. the morning sow your seed;” but do not wait for the
morning; “In the evening withhold not your handrica“whatsoever your hand finds to do, do it with al
your might.”

And, lastly,be ready for your immediate departufge prepared to go home to heaven tonight.
Come, now, are all things ready for your journeyf?olt, pack up all the luggage, label it, and have-
rything ready for the start at any moment. Blessetthat man who is ready to blossom in heaven any
instant. “Oh!” says one, “$hould not like to die tonight. | believe that | arChristian, and that | am
saved; but | do not feel ready to go.” Set yourd®oun order, then, for your house cannot be rigittis
not in order. If your house is in order, why, theyu are ready to die. There is no right living gxde/-
ing as you would wish to live if you knew that thigs to be your last day. The right way to sperd th
next hour is so to spend it as if it were your lastir. The Lord bring us into that happy conditibat it
shall not matter to us one single farthing whetherive or whether we die; and may He keep us a th
blessed state, for Christ’'s sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
PSALM 18:1-19.

Verse 1.1 will love You, O Lord, my strength.

“l do love You, and | will love You yet more and mo | bind myself to You for the future as well
as the present.”

2. The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliyeny God, my strength, in whom | will
trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvationd amy high tower.

Note how David delights to heap up poetic imagergéscribe his God. They who glory in the Lord
would gladly speak worthily of Him; and becauser¢his no one object in nature that can fully sehHi
forth, they mention many, as David does here. lhke, if we would convey even a faint idea of what
God is to us, we must think of all things that stt®ng, and worthy of our confidence, and puttimgn
all together, we must say that our God, our stterigtwhom we trust, is all this, and much more,

3. 1 will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be psad: so shall | be saved from my enemies.

Prayer brings salvation. Prayer must, however, bgled with praise, for prayer and praise make
up the breath of the Christian life. Have | noeafreminded you that we breathe in the air of hedye
prayer, and then breathe it out again in gratefaise?

4, 5.The sorrows of death compassed me, and the fldodisgopdly men made me afraid. The sor-
rows of hell compassed me about: the snares ohdeavented me.

“They were before me, behind me, all around my pditthever way | turned.”

6. In my distress | called upon the LORD, and crietoumy God: He heard my voice out of His
temple, and my cry came before Him, even into &is.e

What a difference there is between this living @bdDavid—our living God—and that impersonal
nonentity which, nowadays, is regarded by many ed. Ghe god of the pantheist—what is he? A no-
body and a nothing; but our God made the heavemspar God hears the prayer of all who truly cry
unto Him.
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7. Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundatass of the hills moved and were shaken, be-
cause He was angry.

The cry of one of His oppressed children stirrechid anger. Nothing moves the heart of God like
an injury done to His people. You remember howghephet Zechariah wrote to the captive Jews in
Babylon, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, He that b&scyou touches the apple of His eye.”

8, 9 There went up a smoke out of His nostrils, anddireof His mouth devoured: coals were kin-
dled by it. He bowed the heavens also, and camea;dawd darkness was under His feet.

In this wonderful poetic description, Jehovah jgresented as descending from His throne at the cry
of one of His children in distress.

10.And He rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yes, Heflgidipon the wings of the wind.

So swift is prayer to reach the ears of God, andveift is God to come and answer His people’s
prayers.

11.He made darkness His secret place; His pavilionsatbabout Him were dark waters and thick
clouds of the skies.

Like an Oriental king, who travels beneath his t@anopy, the Lord is pictured as coming to earth
with the bursting clouds and opening heavens apdki#ion of the Deity.

12. At the brightness that was before Him, His thiduds passed, hail stones and coals of fire.

These are some of the weapons with which He adbailadversaries of His people. With this dread
artillery, He smote Pharaoh of old, when He raihad upon the land of Egypt, and fire mingled with
the hail, and the fire ran along the ground.

13, 14.The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and thadsiggave His voice; hail stones and
coals of fire. Yes, He sent out His arrows, andtecad them; and He shot out lightning, and disetmf
ed them.

God Himself came forth on His people’s behalf, &maght for them from heaven. As we read that
“the stars in their courses fought against Sisesa,tlid God make the very tempests in the skidseto
like an invincible legion, sweeping before it theeeies of His anointed servant.

15-18.Then the channels of waters were seen, and thel&ions of the world were discovered at
Your rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breatlY@dir nostrils. He sent from above, He took me, He
drew me out of many waters. He delivered me fronstnopng enemy, and from them which hated me:
for they were too strong for me. They preventedntiee day of my calamity:

They went before him, they blocked his way.

18, 19.But the LORD was my stay. He brought me forth alsm a large place; He delivered me,
because He delighted in me.

Oh, how sweetly this record continues! Never wasdla poem more lofty in its diction. Even Mil-
ton cannot equal the language of this Psalm. Tspiied writing rises superior to all human composi
tions, even if regarded only from the poetic pahview.

But what must have been the psalmist’'s experigrem he was delivered after this wonderful fash-
ion? And if God has delivered you and me in a guiahd gentler way, yet He has quite as surely-deli
ered us; and blessed be His name from this timb,fand even forevermore!

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—18 (VERSION 1), 900, 196.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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