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“I speak that which | have seen with My Father: angbu do that which you have seen with your father.”
John 8:38.

THESE were the words of Christ to those who besset Fbund about with angry eyes and cruel
tongues. Our Lord declared that He had been withHdiher before He spoke with those wicked Jews;
and indeed He had been, for He was with the Fédabkre the worlds were formed. He saw all that the
Father did, and He helped in doing it: “Without Himas not anything made that was made.” He was the
Father’s eternal delight. The relationship of fathed son among man implies that one exists béffere
other, but it is not so implied in the relationsbifpthe eternal Father and Son. We know not hoexto
plain this great mystery, for the terms Father &oth are only the nearest approximation that can be
given to our poor understandings of the relatigmstinich exists between them. Yet is the Fathenater
and the Son eternal—the Son coequal and coeteitiative Father. Our Lord had an existence before
He was born of Mary—He had an everlasting existehitg goings forth were from of old, even from
eternity. Though He is unto us the Child born, Htr&lSon given, yet He is equally “the Everlastirg F
ther,” who was and is and ever shall be one wighetternal God.

We learn, from what Christ said, that He knowstladl Father's mind. He understands the very es-
sence of the Godhead. He is acquainted with thegses that are kept secret from men and angels. As
God, He knows what none of us can know till the dhagll declare it; there is nothing in the Father’s
heart that is hidden from Him. As the Son of maa,Kdew not all things, for He grew up as a chiltj a
increased in knowledge; and He said, “Of that daytaat hour knows no man, no, not the angels which
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Fathert’aBuDivine, He is acquainted with all the Father’s
heart, and mind, and will, and desire, and purpasd,plan. The very heart of God is read by His,Son
our Lord Jesus Christ, who dwells in it, and is omiga Him.

We ought to be very grateful that the Son of Gosl ¢@me into the world, and told us all that we
need to know concerning the Father. “I speak,” Bigss“that which | have seen with My Father.” First
He saw it all with such an eye as no one elsedrasthen He came here, and spoke of it all, orwashm
of it as it was possible and wise for man to regebet us rejoice in the preaching of Christ, beealde
testified what He had seen. What He said, was roryhh no guess-work; He revealed fact, and that
which He has told us concerning God is stamped thighsolemn seal of infallible truth, for Chrisinea
not err or make mistakes. He has told us what Heskan, and testified what He has known. Oh, for
grace to receive His witness! He that does recetigball live forever; He that rejects it shall dige
death that never dies.

Then, at the back of this follows another very adatory thought—that, if Christ’s teaching is in-
deed the revelation of what He has seen with thieFathen we are quite certain, since God is never
inconsistent with Himself, that there is nothingle secret purpose and design of God which ig@ent
ry to the gospel which Christ has revealed. Whesal, therefore, “Whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely,” | need not fear lest any thoee of election or predestination will be in cbeif with
that invitation. If | hear Christ say, “He that imses on Me has everlasting life,” | may be quiteeshat
it is so. There is nothing in the sealed Book & Divine Decrees that is contrary to the open Bobk
Divine Revelation. There is no passage in the migate roll of destiny that, rightly understood, can
conflict in any degree with any part of the Volumkich the Spirit of God has given us. This ought to
make us very glad. | may sit down, and pore over tiemendous mysteries of fixed fate, fore-
knowledge, predestination, and the like, until hitse my mind, and make my spirit heavy with a thou
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sand gloomy thoughts about things | cannot undedstbut what a mercy it is to say, “He has said it:
‘He that believes and is baptized shall be savémhd so loved the world, that He gave His only ltego
ten Son, that whosoever believes in Him shouldpeoish, but have everlasting life.”” It cannot Ibait
God is keeping back in His mind something thatastary to what He has spoken: “G@dnot a man,
that He should lie; neither the son of man, thasheuld repent: has He said, and shall He notAd@it
has He spoken, and shall He not make it good?jblaeto know; that neither has Christ seen wrongly
nor is there anything which He has seen which wealdlict with what He has said to us.

| want you, dear friends, to look at the text, aachotice two or three things that come out, as it
were, incidentally. The first is, th#tte doctrine of theniversal fatherhood of God is a li€hat is clear
enough from this passage:speak that which | have seen whty Father: and you do that which you
have seen witlyour father.” Then, there are two fathers, and therevaoesets of children; there is a Fa-
ther whom Christ calls, “My Father;” and there mother father whom He calls, in speaking to theslew
who hated Him, “your father.” The prayer beginnii@ur Father, which are in heaven,” was never
meant to be used by everybody; in the mouth outigodly, it is altogether out of place, for Gothst
their Father. “You must be born again” before yan te the children of God. The Scripture statement
is clear and distinct: “As many as received Himthem gave He power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on His name.” We are teoitly spoken of as being begotten again, regener-
ated, and adopted by God, all of which is a fame @ nullity if men are by creation, and by theistf
natural birth, the children of God. It is not s¥vé know that we are of God, and the whole world ire
the wicked one.” “Behold, what manner of love thetHer has bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God;” and the distinction isfeeth between “us” who have received this “manoier
love,” and the multitude who are still the seedhaf wicked one. This truth needs to be proclaimay v
forcibly; and the axe must be laid to the root ldittdeadly upas tree of universal fatherhood, for a
manner of mischief will result if unconverted mem ¢&ed to believe that they are already the sons of
God. They are not so until they have been divitelgslated out of the kingdom of Satan into thegkin
dom of God’s dear Son.

Another fact that is incidentally taught us heretlmtthere is a devilA great many of the devil's
servants are so disrespectful to their lord thay thven deny his existence; and the devil himseoi
self-denying in this respect that he denies his ewistence, and sets other people to do the sare. M
squeezed the Lord’s Prayer very hard when they ntadad, “Deliver us from evil,” for it is pretty
clear that it ought to be, “Deliver us from thelene.” There is a distinct enunciation of a gneaister-
power of evil, a dread personality, “the princetloé power of the air, the spirit that now worksthe
children of disobedience: among whom also we all thar conversation in times past in the lusts of ou
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and bktmind; and were by nature the children of wratlen
as others,” until grace brought us out from thailée state. They who have started on the roduet-
en know that there is a devil, for they have hadyren evil thought that came not from themselves or
from their fellow men—strange, dark, mysteriousutiats, which have rushed upon them from the in-
fernal regions and nowhere else; and those who $iaeel foot to foot with Apollyon, as Christian did
know full well that he is neither a myth nor a dreadut an awful and powerful adversary, from whom
may God deliver us from day to day! Even His errbogs, his imps, are terrible enough, for Paul was
hard put to it when he was vexed by a messeng8atn, who buffeted him. But as for Satan himself,
when he comes to fight with a soul, woe to that maless he has the almighty power of God to enable
him to bear up in the day of battle! Our Lord JeSinsist here speaks of Satan as being just asaseal
the Father is: “I speak that which | have seen WthFather: and you do that which you have seeh wit
your father.” Then He says, in thederse, “You are of your father the devil, and lingis of your fa-
ther you will do.” | quite expect, one of these saip meet a man who will tell me that | have naith
eyes, nor ears, nor head, nor body, nor soul, mghang else. Sometimes | have said to myself, é8ur
the course of doubting can go no further; men haaehed the uttermost absurdity of unbelief.” But,
brethren, we know, to our joy, that there is a Eath heaven—the God and Father of our Lord and Sav
ior Jesus Christ; and, sometimes, we also knowitdesror that there is another father of anotlaenif
ly, against whom we fight in full assurance of @igt, rejoicing that “the God of peace shall brussgan
under our feet shortly.”

Still, those are not the main truths | want to grout of the text; let them be laid by to be thaugh
upon, but think now of this truth—that nature is tloot of character. That is the doctrine taugtthia
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text—that conduct is the result of natufer Christ says, “I speak that which | have seethwily Fa-
ther;” and to His enemies He says, “You do thatolwhjou have seen with your father.” A child talks
according to his nature. Has he good training atéf Does he live with godly parents? Hear him prat-
tle, and you will soon find out where he came frdunsten to another child, who has lived in very-dif
ferent circumstances, one who has been broughtmigh evil of every kind; as you hear him talk, you
learn from what kind of family he came. It is tleak nature of a person which produces the conversat
and the conduct. It is not good actions that magead man; it is the good man who does the good ac-
tions. It is not the sweet apples that make the $veeet, but it is the sweetness of the sap, tbellerce

of the tree, which produces the good apples. So,sge, there is a great deal more talbee than to
alter your talk and your actions; your very nathas to be changed. That is the truth | want togooiut
before | close my discourse.

|. Note, first, that OUR BLESSED LORD PROVED HIS OWMRENTAGE BY WHAT HE
SAID: “I speak that which | have seen with My Fathe

Though | cannot put my thoughts into words as | Mdike, it seems so beautiful to me that our
Lord Jesus Christ should be called the Holy Chéddu$, and that all His life-teaching should beit as
were, a child telling what He has seen at home. lfate sometimes heard a pretty little guileles&ichi
telling out all that it has seen while with itstfat and mother, and disclosing even the innernexsess
of the family withnaivetéand sweetness; and you have, perhaps, laughedyhaaryou have seen how
everything has been laid bare by that little tabkéwngue. Now transfer that idea, on a subliméesda
Christ. He comes, as the Holy Child Jesus, notltaus of the grandeur of God, but as though He con
descends to take upon Himself our child-naturggnmmaturity, He tells us, as a child, what He has
seen with the Father. It is such a blessed wagtohy us know the secrets of God’s heart for tinéyO
begotten, the Well-beloved, to come and tell usp e made by grace the younger members of the
family, all that He has seen with the Father.

When we listen to Christ, we say at once tHatspeaks to us words of lovlever man spoke like
this Man.” He was Tenderness itself. He spoke searmely, and His words were so full of affection,
that “the common people heard Him gladly;” yes, amdn the publicans and sinners drew near to Him
to hear Him. The first words of hope they ever Hef@il from His dear lips. The teachers of the law
were chilly and cold, and they froze up every thdugf joy in the poor sinner’s soul; but the wonfs
Christ were warm with brotherly affection, for Heoke of what He had seen with the Father. What had
He seen with the Father but love—Ilove unutterdbles illimitable, love that endures forever, for 6G
is love™

Yet did Christ also speakords of justiceGodis not so much love that any true attribute which
ought to be found in a perfect character is absend, therefore God is just. True Christianity ivere
dubious about the justice of God. The Lord abhorste cannot endure it; He “will by no means clear
the guilty.” The tone of the chapter | have read/do seems severe; so it should be when spoken to
hypocrites like those scribes and Pharisees. Deeypect God to treat them with anything but seye@rit
When our Lord Jesus Christ declares that the wiskedl be cast into hell, “where their worm dies,no
and the fire is not quenched,” when He says, “tlsbsd#l go away into everlasting punishment,” yoe se
the sternness of divine justice. Turn back to the T&stament, and see whether this is not jusiéhe-
vah who was the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and cdl3athe righteous God who burned up Sodom and
Gomorrah, and destroyed Pharaoh and his hosteiRRéld Sea. | confess that | have been as ready to
tremble at the words of Jesus as at the tempesstaind smoke of Sinai's burning hill, for love, @vhit
speaks terrible things, makes them more awful tsrai love. Nothing causes the darkness of the
tempest to stand out so terribly as that one bifigsh of lightning that makes it afterwards seearkdr
than before; and when, in the gentle words of Ghwe see the gleam of God’s wondrous love, we feel
confounded before the terror of many of His warsijngecause He speaks that which He has seen with
His Father; He keeps back nothing. He proclaims@bd of love, but He proclaims that God who shall
come, and shall not keep silence, and who shaljgulde nations in righteousness, and smite theadick
with a rod of iron.

Yet notice always about our blessed Master this itiahe character of His speech, that He always
speakswvords of truth.To Christ’'s sermons there need never be appendelisaof errata. He has nei-
ther left anything out, nor left anything in by itaike. Nearly nineteen centuries have tried anedetste
teachings of Jesus, and perhaps this century,alitts unbelief, does the character of Christ muoe-
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or than any century that has gone before it; anticdy the influence of Christ is felt today inagles of
which people little dream. | heard one say thatemvbur soldiers in the fight in Egypt stopped ta pu
water to the lips of the thirsty enemies whom atwgnago our troops would have slain at once, i¢ wa
because the Christ was shadowing them! They faltiidiuence, though possibly most of them were not
Christians at all. Everywhere the Christ is puttifayvn barbarism in some form or other, and helpng
amend the character of men; they are girded bytHough they have not known Him. He has never had
to alter or to revise His teaching, though our arption of the teaching has had to be correctedterh
have been prophets and teachers, not sent of Guj,tvestablish a system of doctrine, or a sedeer
nomination, have had to keep back or to exaggsmatesthing or other; but it was not so with Chili,
spoke the truth, the whole truth, and nothing It truth, for He had been with the Father, and as a
child He told out what He had seen in the Fatheoisse.

Thus | might keep on bringing out various pointswatour Lord’s teaching, but | will only mention
one other, and that ithe supremdoliness of the words of Chriskesus Christ, with all His gentleness
and love, never tolerates sin. That narrative is thapter, in which He said to the adulteress,ithée
do I condemn you,” has never made any other wormamut adultery; and it has never helped a single
conscience to find delight in unhallowed lust. Nloe brightness of that glorious tenderness is as th
shining of the terrible crystal. It is so pure is fenderness that, while it is gentle with thexem—and
may we always be so!l—yet it is all the more seweith the sin from its very gentleness. Christ never
helps us to be selfish, or to excuse ourselves) be hypocritical, covering up our sin with a oz
godliness. No, but His teaching is pure, transgaighteousness from beginning to end, and wedsel
if we could bow down before Him, and worship Himtwthe same adoration with which the cherubim
and seraphim salute the Father, and say to CHHsty, holy, holy, Lord God and Savior, our very
hearts do worship You!” The teaching of Jesus us tholy because He speaks the things which He has
seen with His Father.

II. Now I go to my second head, which is that, likartherd, CHRIST'S PEOPLE SHOULD AL-
SO DISPLAY THEIR PARENTAGE. They should speak wkia¢y have seen with their father; and,
brothers and sisters, you and | are not the cmldfeGod if it is not so with us. We begin to suspihe
parentage of any who have no resemblance to tbputed parents—no family trait or feature whatso-
ever; and certainly, in spiritual things, he whanisio respect like Christ, may begin to suspeat ke is
not a true-born child of God, but merely bearsrthme, and has not come by supernatural descent from
the Most High.

Notice, first, thatchildren of God have in a measure the nature oir thather. We are not full-
grown yet, some of us are very tiny babes; anglmiot always easy to detect the Father’s likeneshig
infant. That likeness comes out as the child gramsl as the man appears; we are struck, sometimes,
with the similarity between father and son, thowghcould scarcely trace it while the boy was hitieli
It is so with us in relation to our Heavenly Fatharregeneration, the nature of God is impartedse-
not, of course, that high and incommunicable essefthe Godhead which belongs to God alone, but
the character and disposition of God become oudsnbt the apostle Peter write, “Simon Peter, &-ser
ant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that bhatained like precious faith with us through the
righteousness of God and our Savior Jesus Chrisicézand peace be multiplied unto you through the
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, accordisiglis divine power has given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness, through thevdedge of Him that has called us to glory anduer
whereby are given unto us exceeding great andquegromises: that by these you mightpletakers
of the divine naturehaving escaped the corruption that is in the wtrtdugh lust”? The Spirit of God,
in regeneration, creates in man a third principkech, | believe, was not there before. He is ordgyo
and soul until this miracle is worked, but thend@Eomes body, soul, and spirit; he rises into &adrg
sphere, and enters into another world, into whielcbuld not have come before. “The natural man re-
ceives not the things of the Spirit of God: foryttae foolishness unto him: neither can he knownthe
because they are spiritually discerned.” “The firetn Adam was made a living soul;” and we are made
in his likeness. “The last Adam was made a quiakg8pirit;” and when we, by being born again, re-
ceive His likeness, then we participate in thatckeming, and rise into the nature and image of God.
There is a “living and incorruptible seed, whichek and abides forever,” and which becomes oumlife
that day when, by the power of the Spirit of thereal God, we are “begotten again unto a livelyehop
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the deddi% is a deep mystery, and blessed are they who
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need not merely talk of it, because every day treyw its power. Now, where there is the nature of
God, there will be a likeness to God, and you amist have a measure of likeness to our great Fathe
or else it cannot be right for us to say that weekarn of Him.

Next, the children of God, when they are in a rigatte of heart, live with their Fathdf.you send
your children away to school, and they never commaédto see you, they may grow up with very little
of your characteristics, for they are apt to beresped by those with whom they live. Those who are
born of God live with God. Moses said, “Lord, Yoauve been our dwelling place in all generations;”
and the apostle John wrote, “Truly our fellowshspwiith the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.”
is our delight to go to our Father, and to speatk Wim. We dwell in God, even as Christ said to His
disciples, “Abide in Me, and | in you.” You cannate with a man without growing more or less like
him; and, certainly, no child of God can live wiBod, and contemplate the person and character of
Christ so as to abide in Him, without becoming dexhinto His image, “from glory to glory, even as b
the Spirit of the Lord.”

Children have a natural gift of imitation; €&od’s children imitate their FathePaul’'s words, in
Ephesians 5:1, should read, “Be you imitators oflGas dear children.” It is very curious to see how
children will imitate their parents. Was there eagsreacher whose boy did not stand on a chairfrgnd
to preach? Was there ever a man who laid brickased a saw, who has not caught his children doing
the same sort of thing? Was there ever a girl wladt seem to know what she would come to in being
a nurse of little children, and therefore naturatlgk to nursing a doll? It is the habit of childr® imi-
tate; they cannot help it. Well now, if we are tiéldren of God, and if we dwell with God, the inst
of imitation will certainly manifest itself, and wahall try to be doing, in our small way, those dieef
kindness and love, those acts of righteousnessalintess, which God is doing; and it will be safdue
in our measure, “You do that which you have seegh wour father.”

Then, in addition, Gad children tell what they heafhere is, in a child, the instinct always to tell
what it hears. | am afraid that | have not lost thatinct myself, though | am no longer a childydver
like to be entrusted with anybody’s secrets, ag@rerally give people notice that, if they wantnthe
published abroad, they have only to communicatettteme. It stops me from being bothered with a lot
of things that will be sure to get known without teyling them. Children cannot keep a secret; ias
use to tell them to do so. If there is any famigret at all, the children must not only be pubéad at
night, but they must be kept in bed all day, fatl84 pitchers have large ears,” and they also lsageeat
gift of running over. Children tell just the veryilg that you do not want them to say, and saysit at
the very time when you would rather not have itls&o, the children of God must tell what they have
seen of their Father. As soon as ever they havel leddhe great Father’s love, something makes them
want to run out of doors, and find somebody to whbey can say, “Did you ever hear this wonderful
story?” Perhaps that “somebodyas no sympathy with them, but he is bound to et they have to
say; and then off thego to someone else to ask whether he ever heaadytiod news. Though they
may be ridiculed and laughed at, yet these deddrehi of God will keep telling the blessed taleeTh
more a man has learned of Christ, the more, 1'belire will want to tell the endless and unreliadike
ry of what he has seen with the Father. | have kne@me professedly Christian people who hardly like
to be spoken to about the things of God, but ithbumpt to be so. Let the dear children talk abbetrt
Lord as much as ever they like—at the street cernethey please, or at the dinner table. Anywhere
and everywhere, a good word for God ought nevéetout of season. Surely, there is no place where a
word about the precious Savior will be out of ord&ihat if we do sometimes cast pearls before swine?
We have so many of them that we can afford tahlettretched creatures munch one or two; and if they
turn again, and tear us, we can endure even thigeihope that, afterwards, they may be sorrytf@and
God may tear and renew their hearts. Therefor@odt®e bashful, you who know the Lord, but say with
emphasis, “I must speak that which | have seen mighH-ather.”

Ill. Now | have to finish on the gloomy side of the sabj namely, that THE DEVIL'S FAMILY
PARTAKE OF THE DEVIL'S NATURE, and they are sure $peak that which they have seen with
their father.

For instance, there are some who are very spitahd, speak witlenmity, especially of Christian
people.They cannot bear them; they have never a good fwortthem. They denounce their motives, if
they cannot find fault with their actions. | do nebnder that they do so, because their father did s
long while ago. One of his names is, “the accu$¢hebrethren,” and it was said to him of oldwill
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put enmity between you and the woman, and betweanseed and her seed.” There is always that en-
mity, and we expect to see it, so we are not ssedribut we are grieved for any of you who, by your
speech, betray your hatred of the people of God,sanreveal the fact that you are children of Satan
One said, “I would like to kill all Christians. laite them, | cannot endure them, especially if they
very earnest; | would have such fellows hung.” Bad one say, the other day, of a certain minishe,

he wished he had been killed in the accident? Neslid; and that is the feeling that some have tdwa
those who are true Christians. What said the Jewserning Paul? “Away with such a fellow from the
earth: for it is not fit that he should live.” Thiatthe way the devil’s children still talk, forai hear it at
home with their father. Did Satan ever have a goodd for our Father? No; then he will never have a
good word for His children. When, sometimes, he $asken a true word, he has tried, with fiendish
malice, to undermine the cause of Christ by prgiginbut you remember how Paul and Silas would not
let the devil praise them, they stopped his mourdctly. The highest compliment the devil can pay t
virtue is to hate it. It is the unconscious homtgg evil must pay to goodness to loathe it, exeeBatan
loathes all that is good and right.

Beside thisthe devil's children frequently speak untrutiifiere are some who lie in trade, and
some who lie in jest; they call them “white lieH.this is the case with anybody here, do not dexei
yourself, my friend. You know who was a liar frohetbeginning, and the father of lies; and they, who
cannot or will not speak the truth, are the chiidoé that ancient liar, and they will have to garteto
their father one of these days. They are not thiereim of God, for God’s children abhor a lie. When
their word is once given, they will stand to it evi® their own hurt. If you are not true, you hanct
been with the great Father of truth, and you mastHearned falsehood from the great father of lies

There are some, too, who axéckedly proud—proud of their person, proud of the rags they wear,
proud of their abilities, proud of their statiorrppd of their ancestors, proud of | know not whabe-t
haughty almost to come near a commonplace perses).tiey learned that of their father, for Luciter
the very prince of pride “By that sin fell the atgygéand in that sin live those who are like thiefia an-
gels. | beseech you, fling away all pride; may Getp you soon to be rid of it altogether!

Then there is another trait which is common enaaghany persons, and that gelf-will. They are
not going to be ruled and governed, and tied ta tinether’s apron strings; they will have their own
way. If they suffer for it, they will do as theyké, and be their own master. Yes, and they leatimatd
from their father, for that is the way he talkedodd. “Better,” he said, “to reign in hell than serin
heaven,” according to Milton; and Milton has but puo words the spirit of that fallen one. He ébel-
lious, he cannot endure authority, he will not ¢giéd God; the word “obey” is one which he cannot
stand. Oh, let those who are living in disobedietic&od, in utter carelessness, as lovers of pteasu
rather than lovers of God—self-seekers who newes githought to what they owe to their Creator and
their Lord—Iet them understand that all this bedrayhose children they are, and where they were
brought up. Does anybody get angry at my speectsapd‘l will hear no more of it"? That is like you
father, too. And do you gnash your teeth, and yoter tongues? That is like your father, too: “You d
that which you have seen with your father.”

What shall be the conclusion of my discourse? Wiy drear friends, that it is of very little use for
you to try and change your outward character, and {anguage, and so forth, first. What you need is
for your nature to be changed. When the fountamasle sweet, the streams will be sweet; but, thil
source is sweetened, that which comes out of Itstill be impure. “You must be born again.” Do you
ask, “How can that be?” Well, there is a very watfleconnection between being born again and be-
lieving in the Lord Jesus Christ. Read the thirdater of John’s Gospel, and note how our Lord met o
ly said to Nicodemus, “You must be born again,” bigt also said, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man leellifip: that whosoever believes in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life.” Believe in Chrethd you are born again. That act of faith is amcittbn
that the new birth has taken place. The moment @wat gives you the grace to trust yourself with
Christ, He has also renewed your nature; that fairusting in Christ is like the first snowdrop thalls
us that spring is near. Believe in the Lord Jesusst and you are a new man in Christ. Then livéaw
your Father, and go out and tell all what you hseen with your Father, and God bless you, for €aris
sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C.H. SPURGEON:
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JOHN 8:12-39

Verses 12, 13Then spoke Jesus again unto them, saying, | arfigttieof the world: He that fol-
lows Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall htheelight of life. The Pharisees—

These wasps were always stinging Him; when He dtbeen away once, they quickly returned to
attack Him again: “The Pharisees—

13-15. Therefore said unto Him, You bear record of Yodysébur record is not true. Jesus an-
swered and said unto them; Though | bear record/g$elf, yet My record is true: for | know from
where | came, and where | go; but you cannot telinfwhere | come, and where | go. You judge after
the flesh; I judge no man.

He did not come for that purpose the first time;wik come, a second time, to judge all mankind.

16.And yet if | judge, My judgment is true: for | amt malone, but | and the Father that sent Me.

You see, brethren, how our Lord Jesus claimed t@dwxk for He put Himself here in such a connec-
tion with God as would be quite inconsistent foy amere man. This is what Paul meant when He said
that Christ “thought it not robbery to be equalhwiod,” He thought it not a prize to be grasped.,itfo
was already His.

17, 18.It is also written in your law, that the testimooiytwo men is true. | am one that bear witness
of Myself, and the Father that sent Me bears waredvie.

He did that by the miracles which Christ worked; éimey proved that He was indeed sent of God.

19. Then said they unto Him, Where is Your Father? desiswered, You neither know Me, nor My
Father: if you had known Me, you should have knMyriather also.

They thought they knew His reputed father Josdpdy thought they also knew all about Christ, the
carpenter’s Son; but there is more in Christ thamal eyes can ever see. There is more in Chast th
the most enlightened understanding, if it is buura understanding, can ever perceive. These blind
bats, the Pharisees, neither knew Christ nor thieeFalf they had known Him, they would have known
the Father, foChrist is “the brightness of His glory, and the g3 image of His person.”

20. These words spoke Jesus in the treasury, as Hétt@ughe temple: and no man laid hands on
Him; for His hour was not yet come.

Like our Lord, every child of God is immortal this work is done. This ought to divest us of every
kind of fear. The enemy cannot lay hands upon as@mm until his Lord wills it; and when his houa$
come, then it behooves not the child of God tostabie Father’s will.

21.Then said Jesus again unto them, | go My way, andshall seek Me, and shall die in your sins:
where | go, you cannot come.

Oh, whata terrible sentence is that! | pray that the Lomymever say that to any of us, “Where |
go, you cannot come.” That would be the death-kofedlll our hopes, and would make our life one long
banishment. Blessed be His name, we who have sélightand have found Him, know that we shall
not die in our sins; and where He has gone, wd gballso.

22, 23.Then said the Jews, Will He kill Himself? becauseddys, Where | go, you cannot come.
And He said unto them, You are from beneath; Iram fabove.

You are of a groveling nature; your thoughts rigead the abyss where every evil dwells.

23, 24.You are of this world; | am not of this world. liddherefore unto you, that you shall die in
your sins: for if you believe not that | am He, yahall die in your sins.

If you have no faith in Christ as the Son of Goghu shall die in your sins.” What an awful thing it
will be to die in your sins! What cerements for yaternal burial! What a robe of fire in which ie |
down for your long sleep, and then to find no slbepause of it! “You shall die in your sins.” | wdu
like this short, stern sentence to ring in the @dravery unbeliever. This is not my word, but Ghs
own word—the word of the most loving and tenderi&avIf you believe not that | am He, you shall
die in your sins.”

25-29.Then said they unto Him, Who are You? And Jesdsusdo them, Even the same that | said
unto you from the beginning. | have many thingsaty and to judge of you: but He that sent Me is;tru
and | speak to the world those things which | hlagard of Him. They understood not that He spoke to
them of the Father. Then said Jesus unto them, \iinemave lifted up the Son of man, then shall you
know that | am He, and that | do nothing of Mysélfif as My Father has taught Me, | speak these
things. And He that sent Me is with Me.
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This made Christ’s life so calm, so deeply joyoosdaall its sorrow. “He that sent Me is with Me.”
Servant of God, can you say the same? If so,yibis joy, your confidence, your strength. God grant
that we may each one of us realize that blessestpce of our Lord!

29.The Father has not left Me alone, for | always lkose things that please Him.

Christ could truly say that. Oh, that it might Ipeet of us, too!

30, 31.As He spoke these words, many believed on Him, J&idnJesus to those Jews which be-
lieved on Him, If you continue in My word, then go&i My disciples indeed;

“If you became My disciples because of what | saiill, you believe what | shall yet say? Are you
prepared to take in still further revelations, émdeceive whatever | shall teach you? If so, ‘thesm you
My disciples indeed™

32.And you shall know the truth, and the truth shakmyou free.

Some who heard this message of our Lord caugltt ey were always on the watch for anything
to quibble at and contradict, and therefore—

33, 34.They answered Him, We are Abraham’s seed, and me&rer in bondage to any man: how
say You, You shall be made free? Jesus answered Yfexily, verily, | say unto you, Whosoever com-
mits sin is the servant of sin.

Or, “the slave of sin.” There is the test of yowsiion; if you do the devil’s dirty work, you algs
servant. If you delight in sin, then you can heauryfetters clank if the ears of your conscienae lart
open: “Whosoever commits sin is the servant of sin.

35-37.And the servant abides not in the house foreverttmi Son abides ever. If the Son therefore
shall make you free, you shall be free indeedolkthat you are Abraham’s seed;

“I know what a boast you make of that.”

37-39.But you seek to kill Me, because My word has noepia you. | speak that which | have seen
with My Father: and you do that which you have sesh your father. They answered and said unto
Him, Abraham is our father.

Jesus had admitted that, as a matter of tempaosakde but He denied it as a matter of real fact.

39-45.Jesus said unto them, If you were Abraham’s childy@u would do the works of Abraham.
But now you seek to kill Me, a man that has told e truth, which | have heard of God: this did no
Abraham. You do the deeds of your father. Then theag to Him, We be not born of fornication; we
have one Father, even God. Jesus said unto the@ndfwere your Father, you would love Me: for |
proceeded forth and came from God; neither camieNlygself, but He sent Me. Why do you not under-
stand My speech? even because you cannot hear rdy Yiau are of your father the devil, and the lusts
of your father you will do. He was a murderer frdime beginning, and abode not in the truth, because
there is not truth in him. When he speaks a liesgeaks of his own; for he is a liar, and the fatbieit.

And because | tell you the truth, you believe Me no
May He never have to say this to any of us !

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—15, 653, 262.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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