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“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a somashall call His name Immanuel.
Butter and honey shall He eat, that He may knowreduse the evil, and choose the good.”
Isaiah 7:14, 15.

THE kingdom of Judah was in a condition of imminpatil. Two monarchs had leagued themselves
against her; two nations had risen up for her destn. Syria and Israel had come up against tHiswa
of Jerusalem, with full intent to raze them to gweund, and utterly to destroy the monarchy of Buda
Ahaz the king, in great trouble, exerted all higanuity to defend the city; and among the othetroon
ances which his wisdom taught him, he thought itdficut off the waters of the upper pool, so tinet
besiegers might be in distress for lack of watex.gdes out in the morning, no doubt attended by his
courtiers, makes his way to the conduit of the upgmml, intending to see after the stopping of the
stream of water; but lo! He meets with somethingcisets aside his plans, and renders them needless
Isaiah steps forward, and tells him not to be dffar the smoke of those two firebrands, for Godusth
utterly destroy both the nations that had riseragginst Judah. Ahaz need not fear the presentianas
for both him and his kingdom would be saved. Thegkboked at Isaiah with an eye of incredulity, as
much as to say, “If the Lord were to send chaffimsn heaven, could such a thing as this be? Shdald
animate the dust, and quicken every stone in Jemsa resist my foes, could this be done?”

The Lord, seeing the littleness of the king'sHatells him to ask for a sign. “Ask it,” He saysj-
ther in the depth, or in the height above. Letdhe go backward ten degrees, or let the moon stbpri
midnight marches. Let the stars move across themsgyand procession; ask any sign you pleasedn th
heaven above, or, if you wish, choose the eartledtén let the depths give forth the sign, let some
mighty waterspout lose its way across the pathdessn, and travel through the air to Jerusalenry ve
gates; let the heavens shower a golden rain, mhsiEthe watery fluid which usually they distillsla
that the fleece may be wet upon the dry floor,rgrid the midst of dew; whatever you please to esgu
the Lord will grant it to you for the confirmatiasf your faith.” Instead of accepting this offer tiall
gratitude, as Ahaz should have done, he, with gepded humility, declares that he will not ask tmei
will he tempt the Lord his God; whereupon Isaialaximg indignant, tells him that, since he will not
obedience to God’'s command ask a sign, beholdlone Himself will give him one—not simply a
sign, butthe sign, the sign and wonder of the world, the mdrksod’s mightiest mystery and of His
most consummate wisdom, for, “a virgin shall comegand bear a son, and shall call His name Imman-
uel.”

It has been said that the passage | have takenyfdext is one of the most difficult in all the \Wo
of God. It may be so; | certainly did not thinknas until | saw what the commentators had to saytab
it, and | rose up from reading them perfectly ceefill One said one thing and another denied what the
other had said; and if there was anything thatddi it was so self-evident that it had been coffiienh
one to the other, and handed through the wholkesht

One set of commentators tells us that this passdges entirely to some person who was to be born
within a few months after this prophecy, “for,” theay, “it says here, ‘Before the child shall kntw
refuse the evil, and choose the good, the landythatbhor shall be forsaken of both her kings.imXo
say they, “this was an immediate delivery which Amaquired, and there was a promise of a speedy
rescue that, before a few years had elapsed, bferehild should be able to know right from wrong,
Syria and Israel should both lose their kings.” \Milat seems a strange frittering away of a woiudier
passage, full of meaning, and | cannot see how¢haysubstantiate their view, when we find the Evan
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gelist Matthew quoting this very passage in refeeeto the birth of Christ, and saying, “Now allghi
was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spokof the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold,ra vi
gin shall be with child, and shall bring forth aasand they shall call His name Immanuel.” It stgkme
that this Immanuel, who was to be born, could re@akbmere simple man, and nothing else, for if you
turn to the next chapter, at the eighth verse,wibufind it said, “He shall pass through Judah;dteall
overflow and go over, he shall reach even to thlek;nend the stretching out of his wings shall i
breadth of Your land, O Immanuel.” Here is a goweent ascribed to Immanuel which could not be His
if we were to suppose that the Immanuel here spokeras either Shear-Jashub, or Maher-shalal-hash-
baz, or any other of the sons of Isaiah. | theeefeject that view of the matter; it is, to my mifakr be-

low the height of this great argument; it does spak or allow us to speak one half of the wondrous
depth which couches beneath this mighty passage.

| find, moreover, that many of the commentatorsd#i the sixteenth verse from the fourteenth and
fifteenth verses, and they read the fourteenthfdieegnth verses exclusively of Christ, and thetesiath
verse of Shear-Jashub, the son of Isaiah. Theyhsdiyhere were two signs, one was the conceptyon b
the virgin of a son, who was to be called Immanuglo is none other than Christ; but the second sign
was Shear-Jashub, the prophet’'s son, of whom Isai@h “Before this child, whom | now lead before
you—before this son of mine shall be able to knmwedyand evil, so soon shall both nations that have
now risen against you lose their kings.” But | du hke that explanation because it does seem téome
be pretty plain that the same child is spoken dheone verse as in the others. “Before the chitidtie
same child, it does not say that child in one venseé then this child in another verse, but befbee t
child, this one of whom | have spoken, the Immanbefore He “shall know to refuse the evil, and
choose the good, the land that you abhor shalbtsaken of both her kings.”

Then another view, which is the most popular gfiglto refer the passage first of all to somdcchi
that was then to be born, and afterwards, in tghdst sense, to our blessed Lord Jesus Christafperh
that is the true sense of it, perhaps that is #s Wway of smoothing difficulties; but | do thinkat if |
had never read those books at all, but had simgtyecto the Bible, without knowing what any man had
written upon it, | would have said, “There is Chiiere as plainly as possible; never could His name
have been written more legibly than | see it h&ehold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a s¢tns
an unheard of thing, it is a miraculous thing, #merefore it must be a God-like thing. She ‘shall ¢
His name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall He bat, e may know to refuse the evil, and choose the
good; and before that child, the Prince Immanskhkll know to refuse the evil, and choose the good,
the land that you abhor shall be forsaken of bethkimgs, and Judah shall smile upon their ruinge p
aces.”

This morning, then, | shall take my text as relgtio our Lord Jesus Christ, and we have thregshin
here about Him; firsthe birth,secondlythe food,and, thirdlythe name of Christ

I. Let us commence with THE BIRTH OF CHRIST: “Beholdviagin shall conceive, and bear a
son.”

“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see thngtwhich is come to pass,” said the shepherds.
“Let us follow the star in the sky,” said the East®lagi, and so say we this morning. Hard by the da
when we, as a nation, celebrate the birthday ofs§Het us go and stand by the manger to behad th
commencement of the incarnation of Jesus. Let calrthe time when God first enveloped Himself in
mortal form, and tabernacled among the sons of menus not blush to go to so humble a spot, let us
stand by that village inn, and let us see JesusCtire God-man, become an infant of a span long.

And, first, we see here, in speaking of this bwthChrist,a miraculous conceptianThe text says
expressly, “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, andrbog son.” This expression is unparalleled evefan
cred Writ; of no other woman could it be said bedide Virgin Mary, and of no other man could it be
written that his mother was a virgin. The Greek davand the Hebrew are both very expressive of the
true and real virginity of the mother, to show hattJesus Christ was born of woman, and not of man.
We shall not enlarge upon the thought, but stii§ ian important one, and ought not to be passed ov
without mentioning. Just as the woman, by her wentsi spirit, stepped first into transgression—sbet
should be despised and trampled on, God in Hisamisdevised that the woman, and the woman alone,
should be the author of the body of the God-man shauld redeem mankind. Albeit that she herself
first tasted the accursed fruit, and tempted heband (it may be that Adam out of love to her thste
that fruit), lest she should be degraded, lests$toaild not stand on an equality with him, God has o

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 40




Sermon #2392 The Birth of Christ 3

dained that so it should be, that His Son shoulddrg forth “born of a woman,” and the first proeis
was that the seed of the woman, not the seed ah#ime should bruise the serpent’s head.

Moreover, there was a peculiar wisdom ordainireg flesus Christ should be the son of the woman,
and not of the man, because, had He been borre dlesh, “that which is born of the flesh is flésénnd
merely flesh, and He would naturally, by carnal gyation, have inherited all the frailties and thess
and the infirmities which man has from his birtre Would have been conceived in sin, and shaped in
iniquity, even as the rest of us. Therefore He m@tsborn of man, but the Holy Spirit overshadoweel t
Virgin Mary, and Christ stands as the one man, saeeother, who came forth pure from his Maker’'s
hands, who could ever say, “I am pure.” Yes, anctéldd say far more than that other Adam could say
concerning his purity, for He maintained His iniggrand never let it go, and from His birth dowmn t
His death He knew no sin, neither was guile foun#lis mouth. Oh, marvelous sight! Let us stand and
look at it. A child of a virgin, what a mixture! €he is the finite and the infinite, there is thertaband
the immortal, corruption and incorruption, the mant¢h and the Godhead, time married to eternity, God
linked with a creature, the infinity of the augddaker come to tabernacle on this speck of earth, th
vast unbounded One, whom earth could not hold tlaemdheavens cannot contain, lying in His mother’s
arms, He who fastened the pillars of the univeasd, riveted the nails of creation, hanging on atator
breast, depending on a creature for nourishment.n@invelous birth! Oh, miraculous conception! We
stand and gaze and admire. Verily, angels may waidbok into a subject too dark for us to speak of;
there we leave it, a virgin has conceived, and darson.

In this birth, moreover, having noticed the midacis conception, we must notice, nekie humble
parentage It does not say, “A princess shall conceive, badr a son,” but a virgin. Her virginity was
her highest honor, she had no other. True, sheolvaesyal lineage, she could reckon David among her
forefathers, and Solomon among those who stooderree of her genealogy. She was a woman not to
be despised, albeit that | speak of humble parenfag she was of the blood-royal of Judah. O babe,
Your veins there runs the blood of kings; the bladdan ancient monarchy found its way from Your
heart, all through the courses of Your body! Youeuveorn, not of mean parents, if we look at thei a
cient ancestry, for You are the son of him who dulee mightiest monarchy in his day, even Solomon,
and You are the descendant of one who devisedsihdart to build a temple for the mighty God of Ja-
cob.

Nor was Christ’'s mother, in point of intellect, exferior woman. | take it that she had great siten
of mind; otherwise she could not have composedasetsa piece of poetry as that which is called the
Virgin’s Song, beginning, “My soul does magnify therd.” She is not a person to be despised. | would
this morning especially utter my thoughts on onmghwhich | consider to be a fault among us
Protestants. Because Roman Catholics pay too nes@ect to the Virgin Mary, and offer prayer to her,
we are too apt to speak of her in a slighting man8ke ought not to be placed under the ban of con-
tempt, for she could truly sing, “From henceforth generations shall call me blessed.” | suppose
Protestant generations are among the “all genesitiwho ought to call her blessed. Her name is Mary
and quaint George Herbert wrote an anagram upon it—

“How well her name an ARMY does present,
In whom the Lord of Hosts did pitch His tent.”

Though she was not a princess, yet her name, Marynterpretation, signifies a princess, and
though she is not the queen of heaven, yet sha hght to be reckoned among the queens of earnth; a
though she is not the lady of our Lord, she dod& aamong the renowned and mighty women of Scrip-
ture.

Yet Jesus Christ's birth was a humble one. Strahgethe Lord of glory was not born in a palace!
Princes, Christ owes you nothing! Princes, Chestot your debtor; you did not swaddle Him, He was
not wrapped in purple, you had not prepared a gotaadle for Him to be rocked in! Queens, you did
not dandle Him on your knees, He hung not at yoaasts! And you mighty cities, which then were
great and famous; your marble halls were not btessth His little footsteps! He came out of a viji
poor and despised, even Bethlehem; when there, &enwet born in the governor’'s house, or in the
mansion of the chief man, but in a manger. Tradit@ls us that His manger was cut in the solikyoc
there was He laid, and the oxen likely enough ctmfeed from the self-same manger, the hay and the
fodder of which was His only bed. Oh! Wondrous gtad condescension, that our blessed Jesus should
be girded with humility, and stoop so low! Ah! IfeHstooped, why should He bend to such a lowly
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birth? And if He bowed, why should He submit nahgly to become the son of poor parents, but to be
born in so miserable a place?

Let us take courage here. If Jesus Christ was imoanmanger in a rock, why should He not come
and live in our rocky hearts? If He was born irtabke, why should not the stable of our souls beana
into a house for Him? If He was born in poverty,ynmat the poor in spirit expect that He will beithe
Friend? If He thus endured degradation at the, fiwdt He count it any dishonor to come to the very
poorest and humblest of His creatures, and tablerirathe souls of His children? Oh, no! We carhgat
er a lesson of comfort from His humble parentage, \@e can rejoice that not a queen, or an empress,
but that a humble woman became the mother of the abglory.

We must make one more remark upon this birth afs€before we pass away from it, and that re-
mark shall be concerning glorious birthday With all the humility that surrounded the birth@hrist,
there was yet very much that was glorious, verymthat was honorable. No other man ever had such a
birthday as Jesus Christ had. Of whom had propfwets seers ever written as they wrote of Him?
Whose name is engraved on so many tablets as H&?had such a scroll of prophecy, all pointing to
Him as Jesus Christ, the God-man? Then recollectcerning His birth, when did God ever hang a
fresh lamp in the sky to announce the birth of afag? Caesars may come, and they may die, but stars
shall never prophesy their birth. When did angeksr esstoop from heaven, and sing choral symphonies
on the birth of a mighty man? No, all others arssgd by; but see, in heaven there is a greatdight
ing, and a song is heard, “Glory to God in the bgjhand on earth peace, good will toward men.”

Christ’s birth is not despicable, even if we cdesithe visitors who came around His cradle. Shep-
herds came first, and, as it has been quaintly mezdaby an old divine, the shepherds did not |bsért
way, and the wise men did. Shepherds came firgglided and unled, to Bethlehem; the wise men, di-
rected by the star, came next. The representatese oh the two bodies of mankind, the rich and the
poor, knelt around the manger; and gold, and frasdase, and myrrh, and all manner of precious,gifts
were offered to the child, who was the Prince @ kings of the earth, who, in ancient times was or-
dained to sit upon the throne of His father Dawidkl in the wondrous future to rule all nations wilils
rod of iron.

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a sditis have we spoken of the birth of Christ.

Il. The second thing that we have to speak of is, TP OF CHRIST: “Butter and honey shall
He eat, that He may know to refuse the evil, arabshk the good.”

Our translators were certainly very good scholarg] God gave them much wisdom, so that they
craned up our language to the majesty of the aigiout here they were guilty of very great incon-
sistency. | do not see how butter and honey careraaghild choose good, and refuse evil. If it islso
am sure butter and honey ought to go up greatfyioe, for good men are very much required. But it
does not say, in the original, “Butter and honegllsHe eat, that He may know to refuse the evif an
choose the good,” but, “Butter and honey shall Hg #&ll He shall know how to refuse the evil, and
choose the good,” or, better still, “Butter and épishall He eat, when He shall know how to reflrge t
evil, and choose the good.”

We shall take that translation, and just try tokenalear the meaning couched in the words. They
should teach us, first of alChrist’'s proper humanityWWhen He would convince His disciples that He
was flesh, and not spirit, He took a piece of alédofish and of a honeycomb, and ate as others did
“Handle Me,” He said, “and see, for a spirit has fesh and bones, as you see | have.” Some hgretic
taught, even a little after the death of ChrisattHis body was a mere shadow, that He was nottan a
al, real man; but here we are told He ate buttdrreoney just as other men did. While other men were
nourished with food, so was Jesus; He was very asacertainly as He was verily and eternally God.
“In all things it behooved Him to be made like uits brethren, that He might be a merciful andhfait
ful high priest in things pertaining to God, to nealeconciliation for the sins of the people.” ThHere
we are told that He ate butter and honey, to temcthat it was actually a real man, who afterwamals
Calvary died.

The butter and honey teach us, again, that Qhastto beborn in times of peac&uch products are
not to be found in Judea in times of strife; theages of war sweep away all the fair fruits of isity,
the unwatered pastures yield no grass, and therdfiere could be no butter. The bees may make their
hive in the lion’s carcass, and there may be hdhese, but when the land is disturbed, who shaliogo
gather the sweetness? How shall the babe eat buitar its mother flees away, even in the winteetim
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with the child clinging to her breast? In timesaar, we have no choice of food; then men eat wiesitev
they can procure, and the supply is often verytgcdmet us thank God that we live in the land oape,

and let us see a mystery in this text, that Clwast born in times of peace. The temple of Janussivas
before the temple of heaven was opened. Before&itigeof peace came to the temple of Jerusalem, the
horrid mouth of war was stopped. Mars had sheafiedword, and all was still. Augustus Caesar was
emperor of the world, none other ruled it, and ¢fae wars had ceased, the earth was still, thee¢ea
guivered not upon the trees of the field, the oaeastrife was undisturbed by a ripple, the hot dsirof

war blew not upon man to trouble him, all was pé&acand quiet, and then came the Prince of peace,
who in later days shall break the bow and cut geasin sunder, and burn the chariot in the fire.

There is another thought here. “Butter and hoieyl $1e eat when He shall know how to refuse the
evil, and choose the good.” This is to teachthesprecocity of Christyy which | mean that, even when
He was a child, even when He lived upon butter lamaky, which is the food of children, He knew the
evil from the good. It is, usually, not until chith leave off the food of their infancy that thenais-
cern good from evil in the fullest sense. It reggiyears to ripen the faculties, to develop thgnueht,
to give full play to the man, in fact, to make harman; but Christ, even while He was a baby, even
while He lived upon butter and honey, knew the &wiin the good, refused the one, and chose the oth-
er. Oh! What a mighty intellect there was in thedib! While He was an infant, surely there mustehav
been sparklings of genius from His eyes; the firentellect must have often lit up that brow. Heswva
not an ordinary child; how would His mother talkoab the wonderful things the little prattler saldi¢
played not as others did; He cared not to spendinis in idle amusements; His thoughts were lofty
and wondrous; He understood mysteries; and whewéid up to the temple, in early days, He was not
found, like the other children, playing about tleuds or the markets, but sitting among the doctors
both hearing and asking them questions. His wasstenrmind: “Never man spoke like this man.” So,
never child thought like this child; He was an astbing one, the wonder and the marvel of all cbiig
the prince of children; the God-man, even when He @& child. | think this is taught us in the words,
“Butter and honey shall He eat when He shall know ko refuse the evil, and choose the good.”

Perhaps it may seem somewhat playful; but, bdfatese speaking upon this part of the subject, |
must say how sweet it is to my soul to believe,thatChrist lived upon butter and honey, suleltter
and honey drop from His lipSweet are His words unto our souls, more to lsgetkthan honey or the
honeycomb. Well might He eat butter whose wordssareoth to the tried, whose utterances are like oil
upon the waters of our sorrows. Well might He adtdy, who came to bind up the broken-hearted; and
well did He live upon the fat of the land, who catoaestore the earth to its old fertility, and raal
flesh soft with milk and honey, ah, honey in tharte-

“Where can such sweetness be
As | have tasted in Your love,
As | have found in Thee?”

Your words, O Christ, are like honey! |, like a béave flown from flower to flower to gather
sweets, and concoct some precious essence thabshi@magrant to me; but | have found honey drop
from Your lips, | have touched Your mouth with mgder, and put the honey to my lips, and my eyes
have been enlightened, sweet Jesus; every wordwfs¥Ys precious to my soul; no honey can with You
compare, well did You eat butter and honey!

And perhaps | ought not to have forgotten to $lagt the effect of Christ’s eating butter and honey
was to show us thdate would not in His lifetime differ from other menHis outward guise. Other
prophets, when they came, were dressed in roughegas, and were austere and solemn in manner.
Christ came not so; He came to be a man among ankaster with those that feast, an eater of honey
with eaters of honey. He differed from none, aretdéfore He was called a gluttonous man and a wine-
bibber. Why did Christ do so? Why did He so comidiinself, as men said, though it was verily a slan-
der? It was because He would have His disciplesegard meats and drinks, but despise these things,
and live as others do; because He would teach thatrt is not that which goes into a man, but that
which comes out, that defiles him. It is not whahan eats with temperance, that does him injung, it
what a man says and thinks; it is not abstainioghfmeat, it is not the carnal ordinance of “Toucoh n
taste not, handle not,” that makes the fundamenoftadsir religion, albeit it may be good addendaehe
unto. Butter and honey Christ ate, and butter akih may His people eat; no, whatsoever God in His
providence gives unto them, that is to be the fofoithe child Christ.
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lIl. Now we come to close with THE NAME OF CHRIST: “Astall call His name Immanuel.”

| did hope, dear friends, that | would have myceothis morning, that | might talk about my Mas-
ter's name: | hoped to be allowed to drive alongniy swift chariot; but, as the wheels are taken loff
must be content to go as | can. We sometimes aubem we cannot go, and go when we cannot run,
but oh! Here is a sweet name to close up with: “§tadl call His name Immanuel.” Mothers in the old-
en time called their children by names which haémirgg in them; they did not give them the names of
eminent persons, whom they would very likely grgwta hate, and wish they had never heard of. They
had names full of meaning, which recorded someugistance of their birth. There was Cain: “I have
gotten a man from the Lord,” said his mother; alnel called him Cain, that is, “Gotten,” or “Acquiréd
There was Seth—that is, “Appointed,” for his motkaid, “God has appointed me another seed instead
of Abel.” Noah means “Rest,” or “Comfort.” Ishmaehs so called by his mother because God had
heard her. Isaac was called “Laughter” becauserbeght laughter to Abraham’s home. Jacob was
called the supplanter, or the crafty one, becaessduld supplant his brother. We might point ouhsha
similar instances; perhaps this custom was a goedamong the Hebrews, though the peculiar for-
mation of our language might not allow us to doghme, except in a certain measure.

We see, therefore, that the Virgin Mary called $&n Immanuel, that there might Aemeaning in
His name,"God with us.” My soul, ring these words again ‘@with us.” Oh! It is one of the bells of
heaven; let us strike it yet again: “God with USH! It is a stray note from the sonnets of paradiGed
with us.” Oh! It is the lisping of a seraph: “Godtlvus.” Oh! It is one of the notes of the singmigle-
hovah, when He rejoices over His Church with siggitftsod with us.” Tell it, tell it, tell it; thiss the
name of Him who is born today—

“Hark, the herald angels sing!”
This is His name, “God with us™—God with us, by Higarnation, for the august Creator of the world
did walk upon this globe; He who made ten thousams, each of them more mighty and more vast
than this earth, became the inhabitant of this &tgm. He, who was from everlasting to everlasting,
came to this world of time, and stood upon theawarneck of land betwixt the two unbounded seas.
“God with us:” He has not lost that name, Jesusthatiname on earth, and He has it now in heaven. H
is now “God with us.” Believer, He is God with yado, protect you; you are not alone, because the Sav
ior is with you. Put me in the desert, where vetygtagrows not; | can still say, “God with us.” Pue
on the wild ocean, and let my ship dance madlyhenwaves; | would still say, “Immanuel, God with
us.” Mount me on the sunbeam, and let me fly beytbedvestern sea; still | would say, “God with us.”
Let my body dive down into the depths of the oceard let me hide in its caverns; still | could,aas
child of God say, “God with us.” Yes, and in thegg, sleeping there in corruption, still | can Hee
footmarks of Jesus; He trod the path of all Hisgdepand still His name is “God with us.”

But would you know this name most sweetly, you nkmw it by the teaching of the Holy Spirit
Has God been with us this morning? What is theoi®®ming to chapel, if God is not there? We might
as well be at home if we have no visits of Jesuss€hand certainly we may come, and come, and
come, as regularly as that door turns on its hingésss it is “God with us” by the influence of tHely
Spirit. Unless the Holy Spirit takes the thinggGdfrist, and applies them to our heart, it is noddGvith
us.” Otherwise, God is a consuming fire. It is “Geith us” that | love—

“Till God in human flesh | see,
My thoughts no comfort find.”

Now ask yourselves, do you know what “God with us3ans? Has it been God with you in your
tribulations, by the Holy Spirit's comforting influnce? Has it been God with you in searching thgScr
tures? Has the Holy Spirit shone upon the Word?iHasen God with you in conviction, bringing you
to Sinai? Has it been God with you in comfortingiyby bringing you again to Calvary? Do you know
the full meaning of that name Immanuel, “God wigiuNo; he who knows it best knows little of it.
Alas, he who knows it not at all is ignorant indegal ignorant that his ignorance is not bliss,eilitbe
his damnation. Oh! May God teach you the meanirpatfname Immanuel, “God with us”!

Now let us close. “Immanuel.” It is wisdom’s myste“*God with us.” Sages look at it, and wonder;
angels desire to see it; the plumb-line of reasomot reach half-way into its depths; the eaglegvaih
science cannot fly so high, and the piercing eyiefvulture of research cannot see it. “God wgH it
is hell’'s terror. Satan trembles at the sound ;ohig legions fly apace, the black-winged dragorhef
pit quails before it. Let him come to you sudderdgd do you but whisper that word, “God with us,”
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back he falls, confounded and confused. Satan tesmwhen he hears that name, “God with us.” It is
the laborer’s strength; how could he preach thegos$ow could he bend his knees in prayer, how
could the missionary go into foreign lands, howlddathe martyr stand at the stake, how could the con
fessor own his Master, how could men labor if tha¢ word were taken away? “God with us.” 'Tis the
sufferer’s comfort, 'tis the balm of his woe, ’tise alleviation of his misery, 'tis the sleep whiGod
gives to His beloved, 'tis their rest after exantend toil. Ah! And to finish, “God with us™—'tisterni-
ty’s sonnet, 'tis heaven’s hallelujah, 'tis the ghof the glorified, 'tis the song of the redeemid, the
chorus of angels, 'tis the everlasting oratoridthaf great orchestra of the sky. “God with us™—

“Hail You Immanuel, all divine,

In You Your Father’s glories shine,

You brightest, sweetest, fairest One,

That eyes have seen or angels known.”

Now, a happy Christmas to you all; and it will béappy Christmas if you have God with you. |
shall say nothing today against festivities on tivisat birthday of Christ. | hold that, perhapssinot
right to have the birthday celebrated, but we wélver be among those who think it as much a duty to
celebrate it the wrong way as others the right.\Beitwill tomorrow think of Christ’s birthday; we sk
be obliged to do it, | am sure, however sturdily mvay hold to our rough Puritanism. And so, “let us
keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither wite keaven of malice and wickedness; but with the un
leavened bread of sincerity and truth.” Do not feesif you wished to keep the festival of Bacchits;
not live tomorrow as if you adored some heathemndiu Feast, Christians, feast; you have a right t
feast. Go to the house of feasting tomorrow, caliebyour Savior’s birth; do not be ashamed to bd,gl
you have a right to be happy. Solomon says, “Ga yay, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine
with a merry heart; for God now accepts your woltket your garments be always white and let your
head lack no ointment.”—

“Religion never was designed
To make our pleasures less.”
Recollect that your Master ate butter and honeyy@go way, rejoice tomorrow; but, in your feasting,
think of the Man in Bethlehem; let Him have a platgour hearts, give Him the glory, think of thie-v
gin who conceived Him, but think most of all of th&an born, the Child given. | finish by again say-
ing—
“A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL!

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
Matthew 2:1-12.

Verse 1.Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judeaeiralgs of Herod the king, behold,
there came wise men from the East to Jerusalem,

Our Lord was born in Bethlehem, an inconsideralilage of Judea. Its name, however, is signifi-
cant; it means, “the house of bread.” Truly, Betkl® has become, in a spiritual sense, the house of
bread to all who feed on Christ. When Jesus was iboBethlehem, there came wise men from the East
to Jerusalem—

2. Saying, Where is He that is born King of the Jews?

There was another king, of whom we have just r&ddrod the king,” but he was an Idumaean, an
Edomite. He had no right to the throne; but hetgoisy the true heir to the throne of David, andee
gi from the East have come to ask for Him.

2, 3.For we have seen His star in the east, and are domership Him. When Herod the king had
heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jdamsavith him.

Tidings of the arrival of these strangers in theidk capital, asking for the new-born King, would
be sure to spread rapidly. The news soon reacleegatiace; and Herod, one of the most suspicious and
cruel of tyrants, and therefore the most cowardiyen, “was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.”

4. And when he had gathered all the chief priestssunibes of the people together, he demanded of
them where Christ should be born.

They could tell him if they wished to do so, forejhwere deeply versed in the Scriptures. The
Scribes copied the Sacred Writings. The Pharisadschunted the very letters of the Word; they could
tell which, was the middle letter of the Old Testanthh They were great at the letter; but, alas, trey
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missed the spiritt Men may know a great deal alboetBible, and yet really know nothing of it. The
husks of Scripture yield small profit; we need tome to the kernel, the real corn, the spiritual mnea
of the Inspired Word.

5-7. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judeattas it is written by the prophet, And you
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not the laasbng the princes of Judah: for out of you shatheo
a Governor, that shall rule My people Israel. KiHgrod, when he had privily called the wise men, in-
quired of them diligently what time the star appeshr

He half suspected that he would not see them agaihg determined to get all the information he
possibly could out of them.

8. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, “Go awgckediligently for the young child; and
when you have found Him, bring me word again, timay come and worship Him also.

It was like his deep, cunning spirit to try to findt where the child was, that he might kill Hime H
looked upon Him as a rival, as one who might rah bf his throne; so he would put Him to death if he
could; and, meanwhile, he would pretend that hetecato worship Him.

9. When they had heard the king, they departed; amdhk star, which they saw in the east, went
before them, till it came and stood over whereythieng child was.

It was probably not a star in the sense in whichuaethe word: that is, a planet, or a fixed diat;

a meteoric brightness, which moved in the sky, smduided the wise men. They do not appear to have
seen its light after they set out on their journégirected them to the region of Judea, so theyeto

the capital city, Jerusalem. When they departeah fiferod, the star appeared again, and guided them t
the little town of Bethlehem, where they found tbrist. God may sometimes send us stars, bright
lights of joy, to guide us on our way; He may alake them away again, and then we must walk by
faith. When they reappear, we shall be glad to ltlaem once more, as the wise men were.

10, 11.When they saw the star, they rejoiced with excegdigreat joy. And when they were come
into the house,

For it would seem that the mother and child had edoout of the stable into a house. The town was,
perhaps, not now quite so crowded, and there was noom for Mary and her blessed baby: “When
they were come into the house™—

11. They saw the young child with Mary His mother, &ltldown, and worshipped Him: and when
they had opened their treasures, they presentenl limh gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

These were the products of their country, suchhag tould give to princes. Such treasures must
have been of great use to Mary and Joseph, totheip take care of the wondrous child who had been
entrusted to their charge.

12. And being warned of God in a dream that they shawldreturn to Herod, they departed into
their own country another way.

| remember a long disquisition, by a learned marshow that we may sometimes break our prom-
ise, if, upon further consideration, we find we dwdong in making it, saying that these wise men,
though they had promised to go and tell Herod latiua the young child, did not do so when warned of
God by a dream. After reading his very ingeniowsselitation, | turned to the text, and there disme
that the wise men never made any promise of the; lga that it was a sermon on a nonexistent text.
They never agreed to return; Herod told them tsaawhich is one thing; they did not promise tcsdo
that would have been quite another thing. They éno& promise, and hence needed no excuse. They
were in supernatural communication with God; He padled them by a star, and now He speaks to
them in a dream, and bids them go back to their coumtry another way. May we all be under like un-
erring guidance! Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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