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“To proclaim liberty to the captives.”
Isaiah 61:1.

| DO not know whether you generally read the daiyvspaper. | think we might get up a “Society
for the Suppression of Useless Knowledge.” A gl that appears in the newspapers amounts only
to that, and much time is wasted thereon; but somstwe get a gem among the news, and to my mind
there was a gem contained in a Reuter’s telegnaim Rio Janeiro, May 10—“The Brazilian Chamber
of Deputies has voted the immediate and unconditiabolition of slavery in Brazil.” My heart rejad
as | read that paragraph. | hope it does not neanthis vote can be defeated in some other Chamber
or the abolition can be prevented by some othergpplut if it means that slavery is to be immediate
and unconditionally abolished in Brazil, | call upgou all to thank God, and rejoice in His name.
Wherever slavery exists, it is an awful curse; #dredabolition of it is an unspeakable blessing.fAde
men should praise God, and especially those whonstGtas made free, for they are “free indeed.”

| am not going to preach about the slavery in Brand yet the message about its abolition wilbbe
great part of my theme. There is another slavesfaery into which we were born, a slavery in vihic
we have lived, and, alas, a slavery under whichesofius still smart; and Jesus Christ has comtheas
Great Liberator, “to proclaim liberty to the cams:” There is no question about that emancipattas.
not a Chamber of Deputies which has voted it, aminot a thing which may be thrown out by another
parliamentary body; but Jesus Christ, the Kingiaofj&, and Lord of lords, has Himself come, with di-
vine authority—authority never to be questioneddsputed—to proclaim liberty from the slavery of
sin. When there was a royal proclamation to be niradlee olden times, they used to employ men to go
with trumpets through the streets of the city, tmthe villages and towns in the country, to sumrien
people to the market cross, to hear the king’s agessThat is what | am here for tonight; to soums t
gospel trumpet as best | can, and to make thislgration: “O yes, O yes, in the name of the great
King of kings, there is liberty for the bond slaw@sSatan, deliverance for those who are underivagpt
to sin.” | am going to proclaim that good news walhmy might, and with joyful earnestness to tag
slaves of sin and Satan that there is liberty i@ent through the Great Emancipator, our Lord and Sav
ior, Jesus Christ.

I. I shall begin by describing THE NATURE OF THIS LIBEY. Let me turn to my newspaper
paragraph again: “The Brazilian Chamber of Deputis voted the immediate and unconditional aboli-
tion of slavery in Brazil.”

So the proclamation which | have to make tonigimtoernammediate liberationYou have been the
slave of sin long enough; you need not be sin'geskny longer. Christ has not come to work out for
you a deliverance which will take hours, days, veeek months to complete; He has come to knock
your fetters off with a single stroke, and to setiyree at once. If His gracious power is manifeéste
this assembly, the former slave of sin will go otithe Tabernacle door free; not half-free, witle am
two of his fetters broken, there shall be for hmmiediate liberty. It does not take any time to wiork
the human heart the great change which is callgeneration. There may be a great many things going
before it, and coming after it, which take up maaohe; but to pass from death to life is the workaof
instant. It must be so. If a man is dead, and Ineaide alive, there can be no interval betweenttte sf
death and the state of life. There must be a seoom¢hich the transition takes place. When a blind
man’s eyes are opened, it may be that he doessrdbs some time very clearly, but there is anaintst
in which the first beam of light enters the eyed dalls upon the retina, and in which the eye bezom

Volume 40 Tell someone today how much you love gé&rist. 1



2 Freedom At Once and Forever Sermon #2371

conscious of the power of light. So, in a momerttilevl am speaking, the Lord can save you. In an in
stant, you slaves of sin and Satan, He can makdrgel It is the immediate abolition of slavery tha
have to proclaim to you.

| believe that, in Brazil, they have been tryingystem of apprenticeship. It was the Emperor’s in-
tention—and God bless that Emperorl—he thought diiaglaves should be free; but he thought that a
little time ought to be taken to prepare them fberty, to educate them up to the state in whigyth
could act as free men. So they were apprenticetllilp@ration came gradually to certain of them raéte
period of servitude; but this act of the Deputiéd, is really carried, is for immediate abolitipand no
apprenticeship. Now, | do not want any of you toapgrenticed, as it were, and to wait awhile before
you get free. | know that, with regard to the skgvaf drunkenness, men think that they will drinkta
tle less and a little less, and gradually givepit Do not drink any at all, have done with it ditgcyou
ought not to want to have any apprenticeship toethiething. So is it with the lusts of the flesingn
suppose that they can gradually subjugate thegipas, and lift themselves out of that slavery. tegr
sirs, it must be done at a stroke, and it will ibd, is really done. You shall be immediately aod the
spot set free. That poor creature, who had leftfdtiser's house, and gone into a far country, and r
duced himself to such poverty that he was feedwiges—degrading work for a Jew to perform—how
did he get back to his father? He said, “I willsasiand go to my father. . .and he arose, and taime
father.” If he had stopped, if he had reasoned wigshmaster, if he had said, “You must set me &alfe
sheep, and not pigs,” if he had asked for an isered wages, he would have remained in the far-coun
try. He never gave his old master ten minutes’aegptbut he ran to his father straight away. Thabés
only way to be saved, to run for it, just as Letdflout of Sodom. There must be no hesitation, anp- st
ing, but a determined resolve immediately to duit dominions of sin, and to fly to the shelter @&
grace. O great King of kings may it be immediabziation to many here tonight, without any sort of
apprenticeship! May they come to Christ, and aedimd liberty!

There is a notion abroad that you cannot be $wiakeyou are saved till you come to die. Is that the
gospel? Am | to proclaim liberty only to men whe a@bout to die? | will preach no such gospel. | eom
to proclaim, in my Master's name, immediate abatitiinstantaneous pardon, a present change of heart
the breaking of the chain and setting the captige &t once. Do not believe that you are to goutiio
all your life only hoping and fearing, doubting ahesitating. That is like the old Popish doctribat
good, true, Protestant, Bible doctrine is, “Beli@rethe Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be savetk”
that believes on the Son has everlasting life.” Tie@ment he believes, he has it; he has passed from
death unto life, and shall never come into condeimnal am glad that | have to proclaim the immeelia
abolition of slavery to all who trust Christ. Howaexbadly | may tell it, it is such good news thay a
here, who feel their slavery, and long to be ss,fwill leap to hear the glad tidings.

But, in the next place, if | look at my paper agdifind that it says, “The Brazilian Chamber of
Deputies has voted the immediate amdtonditional abolitionof slavery in Brazil.” | like that word
“unconditional.” It demands no payment; it does say, “You must bring so much, and then you shall
be set free.” No, if the slave has not a pennlgifs utterly bankrupt, he is set free by the deafethe
Chamber. So, there is no payment for gospel libéxy you are bidden to come, and take the freeegra
of God, “without money and without price.” You cduhot bring sufficient to pay for salvation, if God
were willing to sell it. It cost the Savior Hisdif you cannot have any price to match with thatdvons
redemption money. That which only Christ could bagd buy with His blood, you certainly cannot
purchase with any merits of your own, even if Goveed you to do so. Come then, and take this diber
ty; it is unconditional, that is, without payment.

Unconditional also means that it is given withanty promises on the slave’s part. It might have
been made a condition that he should be set fl@adad that he did so much at certain times, dweif
promised this, and promised that. But no, thisrBbien in Brazil is unconditional. The man is fieghe
largest sense of the word; there is no mortgage Wy, to be paid off by and by; he is wholly, abso
lutely, and unconditionally free. What a gospestis that we preach! It sets poor sinners freehaut
an “if” or a “but,” asking nothing of them, givingverything to them. Even the requirements of geaee
the gifts of grace. If you are bidden to repenyryepentance is given to you by Him who is exatiad
high to give it. Faith is asked of you; but eveithfas a gift of God, and the work of the Spirit Gbd.
Salvation is unconditionally given to those whomdQuas chosen, who have proved their choice by
hearing the Word with faith, and accepting it urgitionally.
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It took me a long time to get hold of this truttkept thinking that | must do something, or that |
would have to suffer something; | thought that luwdbbe driven to despair, or be made to agonize, an
so forth. God knows that | had enough of that epee; but | always kept thinking that my hope lay
there. Oh, what a mercy it is to catch the meaointpis word “unconditional!” Whatever you may be
or may not be, Jesus Christ comes to set poorrsiriree; and when they believe on Him, they are set
free without any condition. You see a horse in adosv, sometimes, with a halter on; it is easy work
catch him. Ah, but God does not turn us out intnedow with a halter on; he takes the halter o#nvh
He sets us at liberty, and the devil himself carmawth us again! The Lord takes the fetters offadhe
whom He makes to be His child. He does not leawe with a long chain on one of his legs, and say,
“You are free, all but that.” Oh no, it is uncondital emancipation! Who is there who will refuseatn
cept deliverance from slavery which is immediatd anconditional?

But | notice, next, in my newspaper here, thae“@hamber of Deputies voted the immediate and
unconditionalabolition of slavery;”that is to say, that there is not to be any méaeesy in Brazil.
Slavery actually ceases to exist there; you cafindta slave. Not only are slaves free, but slavessif
is abolished. Oh, is not this a wonderful fact? iSione great slavery, but Christ comes and pardpns
and He so pardons it that sin itself ceases t6lbé¢hose days, and in that time, says the Lord,ittq-
uity of Israel shall be sought for, and there sbhallnone.” Part of the work of the Messiah, as atack
to Daniel, was, “To make an end of sins.” WellHg# makes an end of sins, thesean end of them, is
there not? Jesus comes to drown our sins in thinsleh the sea, to blot them out as a cloud istdxdiot
out, so that they actually and absolutely ceasexist. He has come to remove from us the penalty an
the guilt of sin so entirely that there is an afoafi of the slavery of sin, and this abolition msmediate
and unconditional.

Then the Lord Jesus Christ comes also to abdisipower of sin. He takes away from us our slav-
ery to our passions, our lusts, our infirmitiesy canstitutional temperaments. “Oh!” says one, i a
glad to hear that. Do you mean to say that the Uesiis Christ can set me free from the power 6f sin
Yes, | do mean to say that; and He can do it imatetli, do it now, while you are sitting in that sd&a
you have come in here fond of strong drink, thegraf God can make you go out hating the very sight
of it. If you have come in here proud, the grac&ofl can make you go away broken-hearted and hum-
ble. If you have come in here lascivious, the graic&od can take out of your soul the impurity, and
make you love that which is sweet, and pure, artgl ho

“Well,” says one, “I do not believe in such wonfdéichanges.” | did not say that you did; but ifuyo
had ever felt them, you would believe in them. Sarhes have experienced these changes; and there
are many, now in heaven, who once were among thledbof the foul; but the Lord Jesus came, and set
them free from the power of their corrupt natuees] they became holy people, a people who were ex-
amples to others; and that same Lord Jesus Clamsgive you immediate, unconditional deliverance
from the power of sin.

I will tell you another thing. There is one powbat sin has over us, and that is a feeling full of
dread. Conscience co-operates with it; and sometiragy properly so. But these slaves in Brazil, avhe
they are set free, will not have to come up onceoath to have their backs made bare, and to receive
twenty lashes apiece. Oh, dear no! It is unconahti@bolition of slavery they are to have; and wtien
Lord sets His people free from the guilt and powksin, He delivers them from the lash of sin, take
away the spirit of bondage, and gives them thatsyifiberty. They were afraid of God before, maw
they come to Him, crying, “Abba, Father,” enteringp His presence with joy and delight. It is wonde
ful how soon this unholy dread, this slavish feargast out of the heart. Immediate and uncondition
abolition of slavery means the removal, not onlsiof but also of the guilt, the penalty, the dreautl
the bondage which come of sin. We have to procthahemancipation tonight.

These slaves in Brazil, if they are indeed set,full not be slaves again. The decree of the Bepu
ties is not that they are to be set free for siargebut forever. | hope that Brazil will be likercown
country in this respect. You know how Cowper sang—

“Slaves cannot breathe in England; if their lungs

Receive our air, that moment they are free.

They touch our country and their shackles fall.”
Well, so it is in the kingdom of grace; there viié no going back to slavery if Christ once sets fyee.
“If the Son shall make you free, you shall be firedeed,” and free forever.
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The slaves in Brazil, if they are set free, widl @mancipated lawfully; they will not have stoléeit
liberty. No, if anybody was to speak to one of themancipated slaves, and say, “You have no right t
be free,” he would answer, “I have; | am authoritedbe free by the highest authority; the rulershef
land have made me a free man.” Oh, beloved, if @ieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are set frem fr
the law of sin and death by the highest possibtaaxity! The law of God Himself has set us frees-Ju
tice demands our freedom, and mercy secures ityd&osee that it is immediate and unconditionalabo
lition of slavery that we have to proclaim by thegching of the gospel.

And listen once more. This proclamationuisiversalthroughout all Brazil. Some slaves are very
black, but nowadays some slaves are nearly whitevé heard of a good many who were in slavery,
and who had not a discernible tint of black abbet, and yet they were slaves. Well, there is thber
for the whitest, and for the blackest, too. | do kimow whether you are whites or blacks; it maytmsg
you are very black, that you have gone very fay gih; but there is liberty even for you. It maythat
you are not so very black; you are a brown sorifer, neither very good nor very bad; or it may b
that you are nearly white. Well, well, the same i§thgives liberty to all who put their trust in Him
Some of these slaves in Brazil are probably veryngp perhaps some of them were only born a day or
two ago, but they are free now. O you young chiidieoys and girls, young men, young women, you
cannot be free too soon! You cannot obtain thetjbith which Christ makes His people free toolgar
in your lives. A young slave is a dreadful sighisisad to think that, while he is yet so youngshould
have lost his liberty; God set you young slavesg!figut if there is a man in Brazil who is a hundred
years old, and he is a slave, this proclamationasdkm free. So, if you have lived a long whilesin,
Jesus is able to set you free from it. He can &akay your old habits. The Ethiopian cannot charige h
skin or the leopard his spots; but Christ can wasgtopian sinners white, and He can change leopard
sinners so as to make them gentle as fawns. Ddadit Christ’s power because of your age. You are
neither too young nor too old to have the libehgttHe gives to all who trust Him.

Slaves in Brazil were generally born slaves; amal 3iso were born slaves. But the Lord Jesus Christ
can deliver you from the mischief worked by Adamd @et the home-born slaves at liberty from origi-
nal sin. Some become slaves willingly. | do notpage that many literally do so; but we have alief
willingly bowed our necks to the yoke of sin. Tieghe worst part of the slavery, that it is thevery of
our wills. We have willed to sin, and we have takéasure in it; but, beloved, even if it is sofi€his
able to set us free. Perhaps some men swore tontlasters that they would never leave them, thet th
always would be with them as their slaves; but tiéisree of the Deputies has set them free. Theye ma
be somebody here—I hope there is nhot—but therebeay man here who has sold himself to the devil;
there may be some woman here who has given hensddbdy and soul, to work iniquity. Even if it is
so, the Lord can say, “Your covenant with deathldfeadisannulled, and your agreement with helllsha
not stand.” You never were your own, so you cowdtgive yourself to Satan; you are released frdm al
your rash promises and your wicked oaths; you dabhadoound by any covenant that you have made
with the devil and with sin. Come and be free,thars says the Lord, there is immediate, uncondition
emancipation for all such as desire to be delivéreoh sin, and to have the liberty wherewith Christ
makes His people free.

Il. Now, secondly, and very briefly, | am going to dpeaon THE METHOD OF LIBERATION. |
have described the nature of the liberty; now lettall you the method of liberation.

It is not thus in Brazil; but what | am going tpesk about has to do with the kingdom of God’s
grace. Listen and learn. This is the method ofréiben. First,heaven provided a ransorivhen our
slaves in Jamaica were set free, it was a gloramtisand you remember that the English nation paid
many millions of pounds to the owners of the sladdgre has been a ransom paid for the sons of men;
Jesus Christ bore on the tree the ransom for mdaanau also if you believe in Him. This is thesim
of our liberty, that Christ has bought us with &@yand set us free.

The next thing is thadovereign grace proclaims the blood-bought sinnee.iGod from the throne
declares that those for whom Christ has died divall that those whom He has bought shall be His in
that day when He makes up His jewels. God, thglatious Jehovah, proclaims the blood-bought sin-
ner free, and free he is.

But, next,almighty grace secures the believing one’s emanicipaGrace comes to the soul, and
finds it a captive; but grace resolves that it kbalfree. At first, the sinner does not care feetlom; he
hugs his chains, like the Israelites did in Egyphen they cried, “Let us alone, that we may sehee t
Egyptians.” God will not have it so. He turns treaht of the Egyptians against Israel, and they egxpr
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the Israelites, and make them hate their bondalgeit @ a blessed thing when God begins to make yo
feel uneasy in your slavery! Some of you have govery well under the dominion of the devil up till
now; but you begin to fret a little, you do not@njsin as you used to do, you have been gatheming i
part of the wages of sin, which is death. Someivedbese wages in their bodies, others receive ihe
their minds when they begin to feel despondencydmspair creeping over them. The prospect of death
is unpleasant to you; sin begins to be a burded toabear. | am glad of it. The greatest, hardeskvof
grace is to make the slave of sin willing to befsst. Grace is doing that; and, having gone stharit
has made you hate your chains, and long for libértyill bring you out of captivity. You may belang
time before you see the outer gate of the prisod,escape from the house of bondage; but you skeall

it. If you see it tonight, | pray the living God telp you to run through that open gate, and tdrdxe
tonight,tonight,for | cannot help desiring that my subject, the iadmate abolition of slavery, may come
home with saving power to some heart. Oh, you yaueg, and lads of fifteen, | recollect when | came
into a house of prayer—a very small one it was—sadunder the gallery with all my fetters on; but
then | did want to be free! I longed to be setilarty; and when | heard that blessed message,K'Loo
unto Me, and be you saved, all the ends of théngdrdid look; and | tell you it was my surprisand it

is my surprise still, that my fetters were all gagnea moment. They seemed to be of iron, and af iro
they were; but they melted as the morning frostisnialthe sun, when the beams of the grace of &od,
the glorified and exalted Savior, came streaminggan my soul. | was free in a moment. It was imme-
diate, unconditional abolition of slavery. Gracel lilne it, grace had done it; O Lord, let Your grdo
the like for others now!

Often, when | come in at the door, and my eyesfah this vast congregation, | feel a tremor go
through me to think that | should have to speakaw all, and be in some measure accountable far you
future state. Unless | preach the gospel faithfudlyd with all my heart, your blood will be requirat
my hands. Do not wonder, therefore, that when aak and sick, | feel my head swim when | stand
up to speak to you, and my heart is often fainhinime; but | do have this joy at the back of if &od
does set many sinners free in this place. Somel@eeported that | was mourning that there were no
conversions. Brethren, if you were all to be coteaitonight, | should mourn for the myriads outside
That is true; but | praise the Lord for the manyovane converted here. When | came last Tuesdageto s
converts, | had twenty-one whom | was able to psepo the church; and it will be the same next Tues
day, | do not doubt. God is saving souls, | ampreaiching in vain; | am not despondent about that m
ter; liberty is given to the captives, and therd e liberty for some of them tonight. | wonder ovh
will be. Some of you young women over yonder, strsome who have dropped in here tonight for the
first time. Oh, may this first opportunity of yohearing the Word in this place be the time of bemig
a new life, which shall never end—a life of holiaga life of peace with God!

This, then, is how sinners are liberated. Chragtspthe ransom price, the Father declares them free
the grace of God secures their liberty; and, furtlighey are once made free, themighteous law pro-
tects themThe masters in Brazil cannot get back their slavéere is an old villain who used to flog
his slave; he said that he had the right to besabWwn Negro as much as he liked; but when oncéléie
gro is free, he dare not touch him. He would likeget him back again; but what would the black man
do if his master tried to make him a slave agairt¥d/We would appeal to the law; and so will we! If
Christ has made us free, we will appeal to thed&wsod; we will go to the High Court of Justice dan
say to the Judge of all, “Lord, You have made nee;fwill You not preserve to me my liberty?” It is
God that justifies; who is he that condemns? Whoroake him a slave whom God declares to be free?
Oh, that you might all know this liberty, and enjibyGod grant it to you, for our Lord Jesus CHsst
sake!

[Il. 1 finish with the third point, which is this: THEERRSONS WHO OBTAIN THIS LIBERTY. |
will say only a very little upon this head, butrhdoping that many here will be able to say, “ldngj to
that lot, the persons who obtain this liberty.”

First,they were once slavesShese Brazilian Deputies cannot set a man free i not a slave. The
grace of God cannot heal a man who is not sick. Satighty cannot make a man alive who is not
dead. It is essential to us that we be in slavarglse we cannot be liberated. Come now, whatado y
say to this? Does anyone of you answer, “l was i@ and was never in bondage to any man. | am as
good as my neighbors, yes, and better than masieai”? | have nothing to say to you. “They that are
whole have no need of the physician, but theydhatsick.” There is no Christ for you who have mg s
there is no salvation for you who never dreadedleomation; how could there be? Does Christ come
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to give clothes to those who are well clad alreddg@s He come to feed those who are already feasted
or to enrich those who are increased in goods,hawve need of nothing? Not He; He comes to preach
repentance to the sinner, and pardon to the gitiy. must be a slave, or there is no freedom far. yo

And, as far as my newspaper is concerned, theshatho are set free must be slaves in Brazil, that
is, for the time beingslaves under the reign of gradéthey are not in Brazil, the Brazilian Deputies
cannot set them free; and you must come into thgdam of Christ if you would be emancipated. O
you slaves, you must come under the authority efLibrd Jesus Christ; you must be willing henceforth
to call Him King, to obey Him, and to abide by H#svs; you must come to Him just as you are, and
quit your life of sin, and love Him, and love Hislimess, and seek to serve Him! If you come under t
dominion of the Lord Jesus Christ, then there solliely proclaimed to you tonight, immediate, un-
conditional abolition of slavery. God grant thatymay obtain this priceless gift!

And, once morethis emancipation is for all who will accept it wnditionally. Now, one would
think that, when the freedom is to be given unctowally, everybody would say, “That suits me; if
there are no conditions, | am sure that | do nattvaay, for if there were conditions, | might net &ble
to comply with them.” But | find that every man Wilave conditions. One says, “Yes, yes, | woule lik
to be saved; but then | do not want to give up mg.5 Do you not? Then you must remain a slave.
“Well,” says another, “I would like to give up most my sins; but there is one which | could notegiv
up. The fact is, | have to make my living througthl icannot give that up.” You must either remain a
slave, or you must come to be unconditionally ss.f“But | do not wish to be set free by gracaysa
third, “I should like to do something towards myvsdion.” | know you would; you would like to have
some of the honor of it, but it will never be weitt up, “Christ and Company, Saviors, Limited.” It
would be very “limited,” | am sure, if it were s¥ou must have all Christ, or no Christ; Christ must
save you from the A to the Z of the alphabet, seslou will never be saved at all. Will you surrend
unconditionally, since God gives His grace uncaaddlly? Away with all terms and conditions. Come
as you are; come now; come immediately; come untiondlly; and you shall be saved. The Lord
grant you grace to yield to His mercy, and to y&i@nce!

“What shall I do?” says one. “I think | will go hee, and pray.” Well, you may do so, if you liket bu
the gospel message is, “Believe on the Lord JesuistCand you shall be saved.” Still, do pray, God
does hear prayer. That is a wonderful story thatecto us lately; you may have seen it, perhapten
paper. There was picked up, on the shore of We#tastralia (I forget the town for the moment), an
albatross; it was dead on the beach, and on théshbieck was a card tied with a string. The man who
picked up the card took it to someone in authofiby,on it was written, “Thirteen of us sailors tas
away on the Crozets.” These are a number of ragdlands in the far south of the Indian Ocean. The sh
in which these men had sailed had been wreckedthaydwere left with a certain quantity of biscuits
on the Crozet Islands. | do not know how they catigé albatross; but it shows the genius of man and
the love of life, for they managed to catch thisajrstrong-winged bird, and fastened the card afisut
neck, and he must have taken a flight of nearly twamsand miles, and have fallen down on the shore
with the shipwrecked mariners’ message. The Fr&wbernment dispatched a man-of-war to the Cro-
zets, and so did the English Government. These fetlowvs had not only sent tidings by the albatross
but they had also gathered a great pile of staared put a flag on the top, to attract the attentibany
who might pass that way. Nothing has been seemeof tfor they did not wait long enough; they put ou
to sea in the two boats in which they reachedglands, and they have never been heard of sindar so
as | know; but see what efforts they made! Thegdthe stones to attract the attention of passig s
ors, and they hung the card about the neck of itegtrass. Why, there did not seem one chance in a
thousand that the bird would ever go to a shoreevtieat message would be read; yet the men did what
they could. Now, | do exhort you, if you are dyiagd perishing, do anything that you can that may
bring you relief; send a petition up to heaven. Ugioit may seem as if you hung your prayer upon a
poor bird’s neck, send it flying; pile up the stepwith the flag on the top—your groans, and craesl
tears—that you may attract attention to your destpestate. Yet you are not, after all, driven tohsu
bare chances as these; you may pray as much d&ephut the gospel message is, “Believe, and’live
Hear the royal proclamation, and ask for nothingen@here is redemption; the ransom price is paid,;
the slave is free. Believe it; accept it; act uipmo forth, and prove it to be true. Oh, that sosoul
would do that tonight! Believe that God has prodider your emancipation, and accept the liberty
Christ has purchased. Why should you quarrel with know that sinners do try to find reasons why
they should not be saved. If there is a persomigop tonight, condemned to be hanged, and if ewer
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go to him, and say, “I have every reason to knaat yfour life will be spared,” | do not believe tha
would sit down and try to prove to me that it contut be so; | do not think that he would attemparto
gue that he should be hanged; at any rate, | woaddalk that way myself if it were my case. As &
ever my logic would carry me, | would try to argug neck out of the hangman’s noose, not into it. O
poor soul, do not argue yourself into hell, do axmjue against divine mercy! As we sang just now—
“Take salvation;
Take it now, and happy be.”
Say to yourself, and say to your God, “I believd @ccept it; | will go my way made free by sovigre
grace, and | will act as a free man should, tofgrese of my great Master, and to the glory of His
grace.”
The Lord bless you, dear friends, for Jesus Chrsstke! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
Luke 4:14-32.

Verse 14.And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit (B&dilee:

Ah, dear brethren, if our Lord Jesus needed “thegomf the Spirit,” how much more do you and |
need it! We have no power of our own; but He wasS3lon of God. He was a divine Teacher; and yet,
when He went to His work, it was “in the power bétSpirit.” Tarry, brother, till you have that pouye
is of no use for you to go without it.

14, 15.And there went out a fame of Him through all thgisa round about. And He taught in their
synagogues, being glorified of all.

There was a wondrous power about His teaching: &lewan spoke like this man.” Perhaps His
hearers did not understand what the power wasthieyt glorified the new Teacher who had come into
their midst.

16.And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brayght

It is always a difficult thing for a young man tedin preaching in his own native town. A prophet is
not without honor except in his own country, yesuke“came to Nazareth, where He had been brought
up.”

16.And, as His custom was, He went into the synagogubke Sabbath day, and stood up to read.
It was the custom to read parts of Holy Writ in #ymagogue, and then to say a few words by way
of exposition; and this the Savior did.

17. And there was delivered unto Him the book of ttwbet Isaiah. And when He had opened the
book,

That is, unrolled the parchment containing Isagrophecy—

17.He found the place where it was written,

You will find the passage in the sixty-first chaptd Isaiah.

18, 19.The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hasraed Me to preach the gospel to the
poor; He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearteghrémch deliverance to the captives, and recovering
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them thag bruised, to preach the acceptable year of bl L

There He stopped; it was all of the passage tleat seemed suitable.

20.And He closed the book, and He gave it again tartiméster, and sat down.

In those days, the preacher sat down, and thosdistened stood up. | daresay that practice tended
to keep the hearers awake, and it was all the refsighe speaker. Well might the Savior sit down,
weighted as He was with a burden of holy instructieat He was about to impart to the people; ar, pe
haps, sitting down as if Himself at rest, He appdahe more ready to give rest to them also.

20.And the eyes of all them that were in the synagegre fastened on Him.

The young Nazarene, who had left them for a wlated had come home again, was the center of
His fellow-townsmen'’s attention.

21.And He began to say unto them, This day is thiptsce fulfilled in your ears.

He thus declared that He was the anointed Messiah.

22. And all bore Him witness, and wondered at the grasiwords which proceeded out of His
mouth.

They did not at first quibble at or deny what Jesaisl; His doctrine was pleasing and comforting,
and they were ready to accept it.
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22.And they said, Is not this Joseph’s son?

Now they began to question: “Is not this the sothefcarpenter?”

23.And He said unto them, You will surely say untotiveproverb, Physician, heal yourself: what-
soever we have heard done in Capernaum, do alsmiheéfour country.

“You have been doing great things over yonder gte@zaum; do the same at Nazareth. You should
not leave Your own native town without working nules here.” Now there was an opportunity for Je-
sus to ingratiate Himself with the people, and tieir good word. If He would only perform miracles
among them, He would be highly exalted in theieest.

24, 25.And He said, Verily | say unto you, No prophetdsepted in His own country. But | tell you
of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the day<€lijah, when the heaven was shut up three years
and six months, when great famine was throughduballand;

Many husbands died, and many widows in Israel \wdt@lesolate in those terrible days of trial.

26.But unto none of them was Elijah sent, save untea, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was
a widow.

This was as much as to say, “It is not becauseetllihere that | shall work miracles in this place.
There were many widows round about Elijah, but las wot sent to one of them; he was sent to a wid-
ow in Sarepta, a city of Sidon, a heathen womaaniother country.” Mark the sovereignty of God; He
bestows His mercy where He wills, according to dlaslaration to Moses, “I will be gracious to whom |
will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom | i&how mercy.” We dare not ask God why He does
this, “for He gives not account of any of His megté He acts wisely; but He acts according to thed)
pleasure of His own will.

27.And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eifie prophet; and none of them was cleansed,
saving Naaman the Syrian.

He, too, was a heathen from a distant country. iHga&lame to him, but to none of the lepers of Isra-
el. God will do as He pleases with His own mercg grace. The question that He asks is, “Is it aot|
ful for Me to do what | will with My own? “This dddne of divine sovereignty was not according te th
taste of these people; they did not like it, anchas®f you, | fear, do not like it. They grew venygay,
they began to gnash their teeth, and to say, “Jdismg man must be silenced; we will not listenuols
doctrine as this from Him.”

28.And all they in the synagogue, when they hearckettieags, were filled with wrath.

They did not mind hearing the first part of Hisdeimg; but now that He exalts the sovereignty of
God, and lays the sinner low, He speaks too pldoriyhem: “They were filled with wrath.”

29, 30.And rose up, and thrust Him out of the city, ardl H#m unto the brow of the hill whereon
their city was built, that they might cast Him dolaadlong. But He passing through the midst of them
went His way.

They could not destroy Him at that time. His worksanot done, and He was immortal till it was
fully accomplished.

31, 32.And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, @ught them on the Sabbath days. And
they were astonished at His doctrine: for His waras with power.

God grant that His Word may be with power tonighithen.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—357, 497, 552.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .
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