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“And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, andsbéal it, and broke it,
and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, ¢his is My body.”
Matthew 26:26.

WE are all agreed upon this one point, that thedisoBupper is an emblem of the death of Jesus
Christ, and of the way by which we receive benfe@im Him. The bread sets forth His broken body, and
the cup His shed blood; these, separated from ethen, show forth His death. The way by which we re
ceive this bread and this wine is by eating andkiing, and this sets forth the way by which we neze
the merit and the virtue of the Lord Jesus Chhgta faith which is like eating, by a trust whighlike
drinking, by the reception of Christ spirituallyt@anour hearts, even as we naturally receive thadeand
the fruit of the vine into our bodies.

These two words, then, “Take, eat,” are the prattilirections concerning the Lord’s Supper, and
spiritually understood, they are the gospel ofgrece of God. Every disciple of the Lord Jesus imagr
a spiritual voice saying to him, concerning Chriggke, eat;” And you who fear that you are not His-
ciples, if you wish to be, if there is a cravingyiour heart to possess Him, if you are beginninfgéb af-
ter Him, | venture to say to you also, “Take, editis is the way to have Christ, take Him, partake
Him, and He is yours.

You probably remember the extraordinary storyh&f ¢onversion of Augustine, who, after a life of
sin, was stricken with compunction of consciences. $brrow of heart was very great, and he could not
find peace till he heard a voice, which may pogshdve been that of a child on the other side ef th
wall—I cannot tell—but such a voice he heard, sgyrer and over agaitiJolle, lege; tolle, lege; tolle,
lege;” that is, “Take and read; take and read;” and hk the Book, and read it, studied it believingly,
and found peace with God. | have prayed that thexg be some young Augustine here tonight. At pre-
sent, his name may be “disgusting,” for he is livin sin and iniquity. | pray that he may be tradin
his conscience, and that he may be led to Chrighége words of the text, “Take, eat.” May this eom
mand come home to you, and may you catch at itpahd in practice, and may my Master make a great
saint out of some great sinner, even an Augustuhe, shall valiantly defend the gospel of God’s grac
though now he sins desperately against almightg!l®h, that it may be so!

With that end in view, | come to my text. We canhhave many divisions to it, can we? There are but
two words on which | wish especially to speak, lsgytshall be the divisions of my subject. Fitkike,”
and secondlyieat.”

I. The first word | want you to notice is, “TAKE.”

Just as a doctor might write at the beginning pfescription, “Take such and such things,” so, the
Lord Jesus said to His disciples, “Take.” The wwaften translated in our New Testament, “Recéive.
Jesus holds out the bread in His hand, and sayex€ife it; let it come into your hand.” “Jesus took
bread, and blessed it, and broke it,” and therdihglit out to His disciples, He said, “Take, takake,”
and they took it, and the bread became theirs. iBhise way that saints get blessings; they takenth
This is the way that sinners also get blessingghbygrace of God, they take them. They do not make
them, nor earn them, nor deserve them, but they tlaam. Jesus Christ says to them, “Take,” and they
obey His voice, and take.

Nobody at the table said, “Lord, | dare not takieiit when Jesus said, “Take,” they took. Nobody
said, though perhaps everybody felt, “I am not Wwpitb take,” but as Jesus said, “Take,” they tdbls
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2 “Take, Eat” Sermon #2350
always the best plan to accept any good thing ithaffered to you. If you are a very poor man, and
someone offers you a shilling, | venture to give ylis piece of advice; you take it. Do not staamtf] say

to him, “My dear sir, | think that indiscriminat&arity is wrong; you have never inquired into myic-
ter, you do not know whether | really am one of tinemployed.” If there is a shilling held out touyany
friend, you had better take it. If you are very gon and there is bread about, you had bettert éait is
given to you. If it is freely presented to you,dietake it. If that were my case, | would ask n@sfions,
not only for conscience’s sake, but for my necgssgake, and especially would | do so when, by the
grace of God, the gift is presented to me by thellJ@sus Christ. If He says, “Take,” | will takéhéFe is
nothing freer than a gift, surely, except that pehl should be freer to take than I might be te gior
our poor natures are contracted, and we may nayahbe free in giving; but, surely, even selfislsnes
might make us free in taking. A holy desire for yawn good, and your own salvation, might prompt
you to say, “Yes, Lord, if You freely give, | witbbquestion will freely take!”

And | do not suppose that the Master stood holdirag piece of bread to Peter for half-an-hour. He
said, “Take,” and Peter took it. “Take,” He saidJwthn, and John took it. “Take,” He said to Phiipd
Philip took it at once. Blessed are they who ac€pist the first time they hear about Him. Blesseel
all they who accept Him at all, but thrice blesseel they who, when He says, “Take,” through Hicgra
promptly answer, “Yes, Lord, that | will; and thaiku, too, most heartily!” Remember those wordg tha
we have so often sung—

“Life is found alone in Jesus,
Only there 'tis offered you—
Offered without price or money,
'Tis the gift of God sent free;
Take salvation,

Take it now, and happy be.”

| anticipate that someone will say, “Am | then vk Jesus Christ by only taking Him?” Just so. Do
you need a Savior? There He is; take Him. Do yairddo be delivered from the power of sin? He can
deliver you; take Him to do it. Do you desire tadea holy, godly life? Here is One who can wash, you
and enable you to live thus. Take Him, He is as &g the air; you have no more to pay for Chrighth
you have to pay for the next breath that goes yotar lungs. Take Him in; take Him in; that is dilat
you have to do. If | hear you say, “I can hardlykhthat I, a poor unworthy sinner, such as | angd pust
as | am, may take Christ,” | answer—That is thepgbsvhich | have to give you, for Jesus said, “Take
eat.”

The Lord Jesus said to His disciples, “Take, #s; is My body.” Well, then, first of all, see hdvwee
Christ must be to sinners, becal$e had a bodyOnce, He had no body, the blessed Son of God was
pure spirit; but He condescended to be born of Mittyink | see Him as an infant cradled in the gem
The Lord of all stooped so low that He hung upamoman’s breast, and allowed Himself to be swaddled
like any other babe. The Lord of life and glory lhaken human nature; He lives at Nazareth as d,chil
He grows up as a laboring man, the reputed Soncaf@enter. Working man, your God became a Car-
penter for you! Take Him. Surely, the very facttthi@ came among men, and took a body like our own,
should encourage us to feel that we may freely tike His name is Immanuel, God with us; and if He
is God with us, bone of our bone, flesh of ourtile§ He has come so far to bless us, let us nabtlthat
we may freely take what He has come to bring.

Having taken a body, moreover remember, next,ithétat body He sufferedf | had to tell you that
Jesus Christvoulddie to redeem you, | should perhaps try your failt; when | have to tell you that He
has died, that the work of your redemption is aqa@hed, that Jesus cried, “It is finished,” beféte
bowed His head, and gave up the ghost, that tatthest farthing He has paid your debt, and borng yo
sins in His own body on the tree, this is good newieed; for it leads me to further say that, if libes
done all this and died, “the Just for the unjusthting us to God,” we may freely take Him, depepadn
that. God has set forth His Son to be the promtiator sin; therefore let us hear Him say, “Tatake,
take,” and let us take what is so freely presetdads.

My dear friends remember also that, as JesustCtatsa body, and in that body didide objective of
that death must be outside of Himseélé could not have become a man to gain anythynig, lble could
not have died for any purpose that had to do withddvn glory alone. He was under no necessity tb ve
the splendors of His Godhead in a mortal body, ianthat body to die; so He must have died for other
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people; therefore, take Him, take Him. Do you ree ghat these fruits are not on the tree for the itr
self, but for the passerby who, being hungry, nifayis hand, and take and eat? Oh, that you ntige
the sense to see that Christ, for sins not His ¢tnvas,died to atone, and that, therefore, you miesy itam
and take Him most freely!

BesidesJesus Himself gives what we are told to tdkete how this verse runs: “Jesus took bread,
and blessed it, and broke it, and gave it to tseiplies, and said, Take, eat.” What Jesus givas nyay
truly take. I may not go and take another man’sdgobut | may take what He gives me. If | was dets
for stealing something, and | could truly say, “‘Tman gave it to me,” | would be no thief, wouldArd
if Jesus Christ gives you grace, and you do tgkgoi are no thief, in fact, no man ever lays hatd
Christ without a lawful right to do so. If a dognsiinto a butcher shop, and steals a joint of ntbat,
butcher may perhaps take it from him, and notilet éat what he has stolen, but there was nevegaflo
a sinner who came and laid hold on Christ's meaty then Christ took it away from him. Take it,-sin
ner, and you have secured it; if you dare to sgjZ8od makes the seizing by faith to be a properg,
for He bids you do it. You can never have any righChrist except this right, that, He does fregilye to
those who need, according to the riches of Hisegraberefore, hear this word which says, “Takeetak
take.” Receive, accept, grasp, appropriate, take.

Jesus Christ, when He said to His disciples, “Takes their Masterand Christ’'s word was law to
the disciplesThere was not one of them who could have saiwiltinot take,” without being guilty of
disobedience. Oh, that some poor soul here tomightd say, “Is there a Savior? Then | will have Him
will take Him.” May the Spirit of infinite love, mge upon your mind to make you say, as by a kind of
holy desperation, “I will even now take Him. Wheatihemay or may not, | will take Him. Though my
sense of sin says, ‘You must not,” and though el days, ‘You dare not,” yet | will take Him. bdoe-
lieve, | will believe, | must believe, that Jesusdifor me, and | will take Him to be my Saviowyill rest
myself wholly and alone on Him.” If you do this,yashall never perish, for to you, and to everyohe w
is Christ’s disciple, or who will become His disi@pthere comes this word of command, “Take, take,
take, take, take.” Oh, blessed news, and sweet emriiymay the Divine Spirit lead you to obey it, 4nd
take Christ as your Savior!

Il. The second head of the sermon is, EAT: “Take, eat.”

Eating is such a very simple thing that | do mtk | shall try to explain it. Go home to your &,
and you will understand it; every hungry man, neerg living man, knows what it is to eat. Well, whs
eating?

To eat ighe innermost kind of receptioht is taking into your very self the food set tef you. Well,
now, take Christ, you who are His disciples; takei§€ Himself, His work, His blood, His righteousse
take them right into you. Say, “This is for meake it for myself.” | have no partner in anythingdt;
what | have eaten, | have eaten for myself. Yownoaeat for your wife or your child; you have to ithat
for yourself. Now, dear heart, be brave enouglake tChrist all to yourself! Say, “This dying Savier
mine, this risen Savior is mine. | hope that muttés of others will have Him, but, as for myselgnh
going to have Him.” When | eat, | am doing an attior myself; it must be so. And now, by faithake
this blessed Son of God, who became man, livinglyisen, | take Him for myself unto myself. I-be
seech you to do that tonight. “It is a selfish @afi you say. Ah, but it is a necessary action! Yave
personally sinned, and you must personally takes€hfou are personally hungry, and you must person
ally eat. Who is to condemn you for that? You cdramb unselfishly towards others if you do not \smif
eat, because you will not long be alive to be eid@dfish or unselfish. See to this, then. “Taka, eRe-
ceive Christ by the innermost kind of reception.

Eating is als@ very familiar kind of receptiorit is a thing that can be as well performed hyaak-
ing man as by a nobleman; indeed, | think it i®fbetter done by the working man than by the noble
man. How theycan eat, some of them! And how simple-hearted peopleen they come to Christan
eat! If you want to see eating, do not bring “mydl@nd my lady” to the choice dainties of a feast,
invite a lot of poor, hard working men, | mean, nveémo have not had sufficient to eat for a monthd an
there are plenty of that sort about. Set them dtmnen good joint of meat, and see how they will &att-
ing is a very familiar kind of action; and, therefpwe say, concerning the great salvation of JE$uist,
“Take, eat;” take Him right into you; you can dastlas you take your meals, as you hungry, famished
ones devour your food, so take in the Lord JesussChrusting Him, receiving Him into yourself, é&n
saying, “He is, He shall be, altogether mine.”
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Now, when food is to be eaten, it is not only take butit has to be masticatedt is in the mouth,
and it is turned over and over so that the flaviat is discerned. Now, in this way think much agtLord
Jesus Christ, and His redeeming work. Read, masgkn| and inwardly digest the truth. If you feedtth
you cannot believe, think much of what is to badwad, and of Him in whom you are to believe. That
mastication will be an admirable way of feeding mpghe heavenly food. Jesus died for sinners, Jesus
died for sinners, Jesus died in the room and pacestead of sinners. Masticate that great tru¢htam
it over and over; chew that great doctrine with tideth of your thought, until you get the very roarr
and essence of it into your soul.

Then there isn inward assimilatiorthat goes on with food. Passing into our innernpasts, it be-
gins to build up our body, till the food that wasdéd a little while ago becomes flesh and bloodairRe
Christ in your thought, in your faith, in your hedill at last, Christ gets to be one with youdarourish-
es your soul, even as your food builds up your b&tgke, eat.” You know, the whole business of regti
is, after all, to get the food into yourself. Tlmthe main point, to get it so into you that icbmes your
own, and becomes part of yourself. Now, do thahwhie blessed Lord Christ and all His wonderful kvor
for sinners. Take it till it gets right into youtseand becomes part and parcel of yourself, and I
through it. “Take, eat.”

I imagine that | hear someone saying, “Oh, bae#ms too extraordinary that I, a poor, unworthg, on
am to take Christ to be mine, as much as | takie@ewf bread to be my food!” Well, listeHe bids you
do it; that is warrant enough. If I am the most unworthg get out of hell, if Jesus bids me trust Him, |
may trust Him. His bidding is sufficient warrant fimy doing it. O child of God, O you who do desioe
be His child, He bids you eat; | beseech you, hesitot, but let His bidding be your warrant!

Jesus Christ condescends to compare Himself adptitwhat is the good of bread except for it to
be eaten?Vhy is it made into bread, except that it shouldeben? Why does it stand in rows in the bak-
ers’ shops? To be looked at? What! Hungry men éndineets, and bread there as an ornament to be
looked at? No, the very making of bread means foodnen, and when the Lord Jesus Christ compares
Himself to bread, He means that He has put Hims&fsuch a shape and form, in the covenant ofegrac
that He intends us to receive Him. Bread that adm¢get eaten, what can become of it? The mantieein
wilderness that was not eaten, but laid up, bredngpand stank. Our Lord Jesus Christ is of noumse
less sinners are saved by Him. A Savior who sawbsay! Why, He is like a man who opens a shop, and
never sells any goods; or a doctor who comes ¢ava,tand never has any patients! Christ must save s
ners, He wants sinners, He longs to save sinnemsieGand take Him, then. Come and eat of that bread,
which misses its purpose, and design, and entljgfriot eaten. Christ as bread, yet not eatermgrbes
Christ dishonored.

“Take,eat.” Well, what does this mean—theating?! will tell you. When two men, in the East, took
a piece of bread, and broke it, and one ate oreep#and the other another pieiteneant friendshipl go
into an Arab’s tent, and | cannot tell what kindeofellow he may be. He may kill me in the nighida
rob me, but if he hands me a piece of bread, &ad With him, he will not hurt me. The rights ofdpital-
ity have secured my safety, there is friendshipvben him and me. Now, see, God takes a great deligh
in Jesus Christ; will you not also take delightdim? Then, you see, you have broken bread, togefibrer
you delight in the same Person. God trusts His hanth Christ; will you trust your soul with Chriat
Then you have broken bread with God. “Take, eatysslesus, and the moment that you have done it,
there is the friendship, no, there is the coveratdblished between you and the great Father.w khat
God loves Jesus Christ better than | do, but Ikthivat | can almost say that He does not more tnvg
Him than | do. Oh, what a Christ He is to my soutld God loves Him, too, so He and | are agreed abou
one thing; we are agreed about a precious Sawar tlzeere is a place where we strike hands, and are
friends forever. Over the sacrifice of Christ i3 govenant made. The moment that you have eatestChr
by faith, there is an eternal friendship establishetween you and your God.

Again, when Jesus says, “Take, eat,” His worddaséh to us thatHe is to become the true nourish-
ment of our soulSouls have to be nourished by the truth of Gloat, is their spiritual meat; and the Lord
Jesus Christ, when we think of Him, meditate upam,Hbelieve in Him and receive Him, becomes the
food of our heart, the sustenance of our spiriitnkimuch of Him then; do trust Him much; do medtat
upon Him much, for thus shall you grow strong ia ttord, and be built up so as to attain unto tatust
of a perfect man in Christ Jesus. This is whatesumh by the text, “Take, eat.”
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This also picturethe wonderful union that there is between Christ &lis people That which a man
has fed upon, becomes indissolubly joined to hifn¥au cannot get away from him that which he ate
yesterday; it has become a part of himself. | Haard of a priest, who took away the New Testament

from a little Irish boy. The boy said, “There aemtof the chapters you cannot take away.” “WhyKeds
the priest. “Because | have learned them by hearid so, when you receive Christ into your heas, H
cannot be taken away from you. Who shall separsafieom the love of Christ? There is such a union be
tween Christ and the believer that there cannad beparation between them without the destruction o
Christ, and the man, too. They are so interwovatiertwisted, and intermingled, that there is nosmbk

ity of separating them. So, the Savior says to yahp are His disciples, and to you who wish to be,
“Take, eat.” As you will see us, presently, at tsenmunion table, take the bread, and eat it, spodo
take Christ, and feed upon Him, for He commandssmto do. “Take, eat.” Dear hearts, there is mgthi
said about earning it, nothing said about buyingathing said about being prepared for it; corhent
take the Lord Jesus Christ, and He is yours.

“Oh!” says one, “I will trust Christ, | will takédlim now!” You young men and young women here
tonight, the first Sabbath of my return after mgtret would be a very happy night for me if youuwa
dare to take Christ. When | was in distress of sbgskeemed to me as if | must not take Christ.rseao,
when | was a boy of fifteen, that used to be mylie. | dared not think that Christ died for meddn
was afraid to trust Him with my soul. It graduatlgwned upon me that, if | dared to do it, | migbtid
and that, if | did do it, it would be done, and eewould be undone, that if | seized the opporjunit
Jesus Christ passing by, and touched the hem of&tisent, though it would be an awful piece of pre-
sumption as it seemed, yet it would be a holy amtbwed presumption, and Christ would not be angry
with me for it. And | know that, when first | belied, | seemed as if | were a thief, and had staleare,
but then the Lord Jesus never took it away from Imentured, | risked, | dared to say, “I beliebat He
can save me, and that Hassaved me.” | rested myself on Him, and then | fopedce. Do so tonight.
Jesus said, “He that believes on Me has everlabtemHe has it now, and it is everlasting, halmev-
er lose it. He that believes in Jesus Christ iscoolemned, notwithstanding all his past guilt simd “He
that believes and is baptized shall be saved.” Ndvave given you the whole gospel; that is how the
Master put it, and | have left out no clause oftte that believes and is baptized shall be savétlyou
shall confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, dral $elieve in your heart that God has raised Him
from the dead, you shall be saved. For with thethrean believes unto righteousness; and with thetmo
confession is made unto salvation.”

“Take, eat; take, eat; take, eat.” | should ligesdy those words so that you people up in theyébdp
lery there would hear them in twenty years’ tinfeydu are alive; so that, as you recollect thesepks
and these tiers of people, you might still seenmear a voice cryingperhaps, from my grayéTake,
eat.” But do not wait twenty years, “Take, eat;” ildonight. God help you all to do it, for Jeswssike!
Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
Psalm 147, and Matthew 26:6-30.

Psalm 147 Verse 1Praise you the LORD:

This Psalm begins and ends with Hallelujah. So thés/ service, and so may our lives, commence
and conclude with Hallelujah!

1, 2.For it is good to sing praises unto our God; foigtpleasant; and praise is comely. The LORD
does build up Jerusalem:

Oh, that the Lord would do so here tonight!

2.He gathers together the outcasts of Israel.

We want that blessing, too. Oh, that some outcaght be gathered together! It shall make our
hearts cry “Hallelujah!” indeed, if there is a laiilg up of the church and an ingathering of theasts.

3. He heals the broken in heart, and binds up theionads.

As we read that, we may well say again, “Hallelljah

4. He tells the number of the stars: He calls thenbgltheir names.

And the Hallelujah is not louder because of that than it is for the other truth. What a condeskeen
ing God: “He heals the broken in heart.” How intignis His mind: “He tells the number of the stars.”
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5, 6. Great is our Lord, and of great power: His underglang is infinite. The LORD lifts up the
meek:

How wonderful it is that the Lord should use theagness of His power and the infinity of His under-
standing for the lifting up of those whom men oftispise, “the meek”!

6-11.He casts the wicked down to the ground. Sing ur@d.ORD with thanksgiving; sing praise up-
on the harp unto our God: who covers the heaveh wlibuds, who prepares rain for the earth, who
makes grass to grow upon the mountains. He givéisetdeast his food, and to the young ravens which
cry. He delights not in the strength of the horde: takes not pleasure in the legs of a man. TheLOR
takes pleasure in them that fear Him, in those Hugde in His mercy.

Other kings tell of their cavalry and infantry, yhieoast of their regiments of horse and foot guards
but our great God finds His delight in them thatrfelim, and even in the feebler sort of these: Sehthat
hope in His mercy.” These are the courtiers of yahoThese are the forces of our God, through whom
He will win great victories.

12-15.Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, @nZFor He has strengthened the bars of
your gates; He has blessed your children within.Jéeé makes peace in your borders, and fills youn wit
the finest of the wheat. He sends forth His commmemd upon earth: His word runs very swiftly.

Our King's warrant runs everywhere, all over therldoHe has universal power in nature, in provi-
dence, and in grace: “His word runs very swiftly.”

16.He gives snow like wool: He scatters the hoarflibst ashes.

The Hebrews saw God in all the phenomena of naletres do the same. Let us attribute every snow-
flake to the divine hand, and every breath of ftoghe divine mouth.

17, 18.He casts forth His ice like morsels: who can staeébre His cold? He sends out His word,
and melts them.

It is just as easy for Him to send warm weatheoagve us the chill of winter.

18.He causes His wind to blow, and the waters flow.

His own soft south wind comes, and the fettersrastfdissolve, and the waters flow. It is the Lord
that does it all. He is not far from any of us;refere let us not forget Him.

19.He shows His word unto Jacob, His statutes andutigments unto Israel.

The rest of the world can only see Him in natung; His own people see Him in revelation, in the
movements of His Holy Spirit.

20.He has not dealt so with any nation: and as for jddgments, they have not known them. Praise
you the LORD.

Therefore, you who are favored with His special ifestations of love, take up the joyous song even
if others do not. Hallelujah! “Praise you the Ldrd.

Now let us read in the Gospel according to Matthavapter twenty-six, beginning at the sixth verse.
Matthew 26 Verse 6, 7Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house oinSimedeper, there came
unto Him a woman having an alabaster box of vescjus ointment, and poured it on His head, as He

sat at meat.

This is not the woman who anointed Christ’s feghvaintment, but another of the holy women who
ministered to Him. | believe this was Mary, theaiof Lazarus, who came to Jesus, “having an ataba
box of very precious ointment, and poured it on kiad, as He sat at meat.”

8, 9.But when His disciples saw it, they had indignatiseying, To what purpose is this waste? For
this ointment might have been sold for much, amdrgto the poor.

When you do the best you can do, from the puresives) and your Lord accepts your service, do not
expect that your brethren will approve all youri@ts. If you do, you will be greatly disappointddere
was never a more beautiful proof of love to Chitistn this anointing at Bethany; yet the disciplasnid
fault with it. As they could not object to the thiitself, they objected that there might have baeother
thing done that would have been better. Theregeeat deal of that kind of wisdom in the world whic
can always teach you how you might have done g tbatter; but if you wait until you learn that wsd,
you will never do anything for your Lord. If thisdoted and enthusiastic woman had waited for the ad
vice of these prudent people, she would neithee lsmld the ointment, nor poured it out. She did veel
take council with her own loving heart, and therptur the precious oil upon that dear head which wa
so soon to be crowned with thorns. She thus shdha&tdthere was at least one heart in the world that
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thought nothing was too good for her Lord, and thatbest of the best ought to be given to Him. May
she have many imitators in every age until Jesosesaagain!

10.When Jesus understood it, He said unto them, Vélphe you the woman?

She had been very happy in the act; probably itthvashappiest hour in all her life when she gave th
costly gift to the Lord she loved so well. But awll passed over her bright face as the whispened co
plaints reached her ears. She was evidently a tdredeted soul, so the Savior said to the disciplay
trouble you the woman?”

10. For she has worked a good work upon Me.

We cannot do what this woman did; but we can perfgnod works upon others for Christ’s sake;
and He will accept them as though they were done Himself.

11-13.For you have the poor always with you; but Me yavéinot always. For in that she has
poured this ointment on My body, she did it for iMyial. Verily | say unto you, wheresoever this ggis
shall be preached in the whole world, there shibahis, that this woman has done, be told foreano-
rial of her.

She probably did not know all that her action meahén she anointed her Lord for His burial. We
often do much more than we think we do. The conseces of the simplest action done for Christ may be
much greater than we suppose. This woman is prep&rist’s body for His approaching burial. Little
did she dream that it was so, but so it is. Go yoysister, and do what God bids you, and it dhakeen
that you have done far more than you knew. Obeyhtig impulse within your spirit, my brother, and
you may do ten thousand times more than you haseimagined to be possible. This woman’s outburst
of affection, this simple-hearted act of love toriGhHimself, is one of those things which areit@ las
long as the gospel lives. The aroma of this lowdagd is to abide as long as the world itself erslure

14, 15.Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, wenmd the chief priests, and said unto them,
What will you give me, and | will deliver Him unjou?

Out of twelve apostles, one was a Judas Iscariarvéd not, therefore, if, among your friends and
kinsfolk, you have one who turns against you, agitladys you to your enemies.

15. And they covenanted with him for thirty piecesiloEs.

The price of a slave; thus they were fulfilling taecient prophecy: “So they weighed for My price,
thirty pieces of silver.”

16.And from that time he sought opportunity to betray.

The traitor sold his Master for thirty pieces oftdisilver; yet many have sold Jesus for a lessepri
than Judas received: a smile or a sneer has b&emesu to induce them to betray their Lord.

17, 18.Now the first day of the feast of unleavened brddisciples came to Jesus, saying unto
Him, Where will You that we prepare for You to that Passover? And He said, Go into the city to such
man, and say unto him, The Master says, My tina¢ limnd; | will keep the Passover at your housdawit
My disciples.

How truly royal was Jesus of Nazareth even in Hishitity! He had only to send two of His disciples
“into the city to such a man,” and the guest chaimnhenished and prepared, was at once placedsat Hi
disposal. He did not take the room by arbitrargégras an earthly monarch might have done; butkiHe o
tained it by the more divine compulsion of almighiye. Jesus knew something about this man that you
and | do not know, so He said to His disciplesstlyp and say to him, ‘The Master says, My timatis
hand; | will keep the Passover at your house withdisciples.” Was he not, himself, a disciple?ahe
not say; but this | do know, that the Lord Jesus &&@ertain number who are willing to help His eus
even though as yet they hardly call themselvesdisisiples. | should think, however, that after timan
had once had the Master and His disciples in hiségothere must have been a blessing left behittl, a
he would want to become one of that goodly compé#ng.well, dear friend, that you are willing tave
the prayer meeting in your house; it is well thati vill stand up on the side of truth, even if ytave no
share in it as yet, for maybe—and | hope the “méayki#é become a certainty—you will yet be one of
Christ’s disciples.

19. And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed tlagichthey made ready the Passover.

They went to this man, delivered Christ's messagd,he showed them a large upper room, furnished
and prepared. If Christ’'s disciples always loyallg as Jesus appointed them, they would alwaysdspee
well on His errands. There are many more peopkhenworld ready to yield to Christ than some of us
think. The person sitting or standing by your s&lguite unknown to you; but, if you will speak ion
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about the Savior, he will probably respond to yauard. At any rate, try him, and see if it is not so
Whether standing or sitting, there must be somdware not yet a disciple who only needs for you to
speak a kind word, and the deciding work will be&lo

20, 21.Now when the even was come, He sat down with #ledwAnd as they did eat, He said, Veri-
ly I say unto you, that one of you shall betray Me.

“One of you"—and His eyes would glance round theldaas He said it—“one of you shall betray
Me.”

22.And they were exceedingly sorrowful, and beganyesee of them to say unto Him. Lord, is it 1?

No one said, “Lord, is it Judas?” Perhaps no ontn@feleven thought that Judas was base enough to
betray the Lord who had given Him an honorable @among His apostles. It is certainly a mark otgra
that “every one” of the apostles put to their Ltrd question, “Is it 1?”

23, 24.And He answered and said, he that dips his hand M in the dish, the same shall betray
Me. The Son of man goes as it is written of Hint:viboe unto that man by whom the Son of man is be-
trayed! It had been good for that man if he hadlmexn born.

We learn from our Lord’s words that divine decrélesnot deprive a sinful action of its guilt: “The
Son of man goes as it is written of Him: but wodouthat man by whom the Son of man is betrayed!”
The criminality of Judas was just as great as thaingre had been no “determinate counsel and fore-
knowledge of God” even as it was with those to wh@eter spoke so boldly on the day of Pentecost,
when he charged them with the murder of Jesus.

25.Then Judas, which betrayed Him, answered and $éadter, is it I? He said unto him, You have
said.

What a chill that answer must have cast over ftitle band around the table, especially when Judas
rose, and started off, to carry out his dreadfuppse of staining his soul with the blood of higd!lo

26-29.And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, anddales, and broke it, and gave it to the disci-
ples, and said, Take, eat; this is My body. Anddd& the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to tisesn,
ing, Drink you all of it; for this is My blood ofié¢ new testament, which is shed for many for thesson
of sins. But | say unto you, | will not drink hefaréh of this fruit of the vine, until that day whédrink it
new with you in My Father’s kingdom.

Thus Jesus took the great Nazarite vow never ttkai the fruit of the vine till He should drink it
new with His disciples in His Father's kingdom. ©rd, You have pledged us in this cup, and You will
return before long, and then what festivals we halld with You, what joy we shall have in You foesv
and ever!

30.And when they had sung an hymn, they went outthetdMount of Olives.

Was it not truly brave of our dear Lord to sing anduch circumstances? He was going forth to His
last dread conflict, to Gethsemane, and GabbatithGalgotha; yet He went with a song on His lips.

The door opens, they go downstairs, they are enofen air, that night of the full moon, and they
wend their way to the Mount of Olives. Then camat tthesperate struggle in which the great Captain of
our salvation wrestled even to a bloody sweat,@edailed.
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