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“I will give you rest.”
Matthew 11:28.

| AM afraid that we have not always noticed thelrfess of this promise. Usually the text is
preached from as an invitation to the unconverecbime to Christ and, very properly so—“Come unto
Me, all you that labor and are heavy laden, andligive you rest.” It is an invitation to all ofou who
are laboring after salvation, or are heavy ladah wiload of sin, or the burden of your daily caisu
may come; you are bid to come to the Lord JesusHmnhas promised that He will give you rest. But |
must leave you, tonight, so far as my sermon i€eored, for my main business will be with those who
havecome to Christ. After having given the invitatiimmthose who are outside the church of Christ, |
pass inside, and | want those who are within toeamo sweet communion with their Lord, tonight,
while | dwell upon this very gracious promise, “llvgive you rest.”

| do not find, in this world, if I promise anythinthat anybody ever forgets it. You try any of sue
cieties connected with the Tabernacle; promise thegninea, and see if they do not wait upon you for
it! But the curious thing, the wretched thing iattimany of our Lord’s promises are neglected by\es.
do not wait upon Him to have them fulfilled! Aftéraving read the promise, it passes out of our
thoughts. Do not so, tonight, | pray you. Herehis promise, “I will give you rest.” Let no man here
who has come to Christ be content, tonight, unhesgets the rest which the Lord Jesus promises to
give. Jesus does not play at promising. Do not plily His promises; be as ready in receiving assHe
willing to be in giving. “I will give you rest.” TIs ought to be a very precious word to all belisvafou
have come to Christ. He promises to give you tastsure that you get it. Do not rest content wtil
have that perfect peace which He alone can givethatl peace which is here called, “rest.”

This evening | shall not have much time, but | kHabkt, exhibit this pearl, this pearl of reskec-
ondly, | shallpoint you to the hands which give this pedrlwill give you rest.” And, thirdly, I shall,
for a few minutesgdwell upon the promise which Jesus makewill give you rest.” It is a positive dec-
laration of our Lord to those who come to Him: ‘“lllvgive you rest.”

l. First, then, let me EXHIBIT THIS PEARL. Mild andfas its radiance. | call it a pearl because it
IS SO precious, so blessed a thing. “I will giveiyest.”

Jesus does not say in what part of the mind Hegaik rest, for He will give it in every part oféh
mind. He does not say in reference to what He gié us rest because He will give us rest in refege
to everything When a promise is general, you may take it inviteest possible meaning. Particulars re-
strain and restrict, but where there are no pddrsuthen you have unlimited range. “l will givewy
rest,” rest about everything, rest at all timest ne every part of your nature!

This promise includegest of the mind, or fixedness of beli@gfist now there is great restlessness
concerning what we are to believe, and many peraomsnuch tossed about by the contrary winds that
blow. They believe black, today, and white, tomarr&ome have fallen into such a condition that they
believe nothing, unless, indeed, it shontit happen to be in the Bible; and then they will éadi it! But
if it is in God’s Word, then, of course, they fdehecessary tdoubtit. | suppose there is nobody that is
not affected, to some extent, by the tornado ofbtlethich is sweeping over this island, and over the
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whole world! Now, is there any child of God hereoms perturbed in mind? You say to yourself, “I
used to be a simple-minded believer, but | haven lveerried, tried, and troubled. | think that | dhal
have to buy some books upon Christian evidencess $0 look into the subject, and find out thersgro
est arguments. Or | shall go and talk to some dids@ian, and hear what he can say to strengtheh me
Listen, my brothers and sisters. Your Lord and Masays, “Come unto ME, and | will give you rest.”
There is a surer intellectual rest to be foundarspnal communion with Christ than anywhere elsé! |
get my head on His bosom, none of the philosoptemsmake it ache. When | once put my finger into
the print of the nails, | am no more faithless, befieving! | believe that living in communion withod

is the only sure cure for doubt. Trusting whollyGarist crucified, resting in His precious bloodda
daily seeking to have it applied to the consciemcs} then walking in the light as God is in théntigs
the surest way to end all those undermining presessich seek to destroy the very foundations of ou
hope! Come to Jesus tonight! Come to Jesus atdimmainion table, and enter anew into fellowship
with Him, and you will be able to say, “My heartfised! O God, my heart is fixed! | will sing andvg
praise.” After being with Jesus, half the questitr trouble you will be answered, and the otladf h
will not seem worth the asking. After having beeithwHim, most of your doubts will vanish, and the
rest will not concern you one jot or tittle! Youwearis beloved, and your heart rests in that blefsed

Our Lord next givesest of the conscience, or a sense of pardnscience is a great source of un-
rest even to the best of men. Conscience makesrdewéus all, even those who are most daringrin si
With the child of God, there is no death of consces on the contrary, he who lives to the Lord &as
more tender conscience than he ever had beforeabesawed. A tender conscience is a great blessing;
never try to get rid of it. A morbid conscience mzg a torment, but enderconscience is a benedic-
tion; cherish it. Many blind persons read with tHeigers, but if the fingers grow hard and calloasd
the poor folks cannot feel the raised letterss & isad trial for them. We can often read the minGod
by the tender finger of conscience; take care ybat conscience never gets seared, | mean you-Chris
tian people. You need to keep your conscience tendean that of anybody else. But suppose the con-
science becomes restless, what are we to do WwitBridithers and sisters, there is no purging the con
science from dead works except by drawing nearhas€again! Have any of you Christian people
slipped with your feet? Have you dishonored theeshname you bear? Be ashamed and be confused.
Who among us has not much to make him ashamedfeBimber that the Christ who invites the erring
sinner before conversion, invites the erring belieaéer conversion. Come, all you that labor within
your spirits, and are heavy laden under a seng®wf imperfections; come to Christ, again, tonight!
Where you once found rest in the atoning sacrifyos, shall find it again!

Do not let me go a step further till you have ddms. Let us practice what | preach as we go along!
You with your intellectual brilliance, come to myid, tonight, and see Him on the tree, &k your
doubts away! You with the troubled conscience bseaxf your unworthy walk, come to the fountain
and be washed anew, and let your conscience fstd re

Supposing those two rests to be enjoyed, therdllia struggle going on; and therefore Chgstes
rest of the soul, or confidence of victofijhe soul, even when it knows its pardon is seven when it
has settled its doctrinal difficulties, is, neveldss, engaged in a struggle against the old nddargou
find that you have completely gained the victory?yPo you never feel a struggle within your spitit?
must confess that | have a daily fighting of mytéeself against the old self, the new-born nature
against the old nature which will, if it can, stikep its hold upon me. “O wretched man that | ¥hlo
shall deliver me from the body of this death?” ig any as | begin the battle. Yet before | end itah
say, “Thanks be to God, which gives us the victitbmpugh our Lord Jesus Christ.” If any of you are
asking, “How shall I ever get the victory? See hoam tempted! See how weak | am in certain direc-
tions, constitutionally weak, and apt to slide! i@ shall | ever be perfect? Shall | ever mastdreal
sin?” Listen, “Come unto Me, all you that labor aaré heavy laden, and | will give you rest.” Jesubk
give you rest in the sweet confidence that you gefl the victory! He will bruise Satan under yoeett
Surely, beloved, there will come a day when theiteb& no sin left in us. When we shall see theefat
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our Savior in glory, we shall be like He; all owutbts will be dead, all our sins will be forgivemd all
our sinful tendencies will be forever destroyed.

“Then shall | see, and hear, and know

All | desired or wished below,”
and then shall | be rid of all that plagues me, tad grieves my God. Come to Jesus, tonight, Vimgst
believer, and have fellowship with Him; and youlvi&ve rest even in the midst of the conflict, you
will be sure that you shall ultimately overcomeoiingh the blood of the Lamb!

Besides this, Jesus givesst of the heart, or satisfaction in lovome people appear to have no
heart or, rather, their heart is a kind of valvedmaf leather. | have sometimes looked at certaopfe
with great wonder when | have seen how little thaye ever been affected. They never have much joy.
They never have much sorrow. They seem to have fleeed between two millstones, and to have had
all the juice pressed out of the; they appear tehep heart! But commend me to a man or woman with
a big heart. Some seem to have a most affectioratee; theymustlove! These are the people who
have themostsorrow, though, mark you, they also have the mastderful joy! Well, now, it may be
that you have loved, and you have been deceiveghwhave loved, and the fond object of your affec-
tion has been removed by death. You are here,gnigth a sad countenance. You are saying, “What
shall 1 do with this heart of mine? Where shathué wisely, truly, without the hazard of anotheoken
heart?” Jesus stands, tonight, invisibly in our stiid@nd He says, “Come unto Me, and | will give you
rest.” If you will love Him, (and oh, how well Heederves your love!), if you will take Him to be you
Companion, your Friend, your Husband. If you well Him enter into your heart and dwell there; itiyo
will love Him beyond all else, He will give you tesind that kind of love which it is allowable twg
to the creature! You shall be able to give withi@air when you have once given the heart, itselfito
who never fails, never disappoints, and never isuen All you who wander with your great loving
hearts aching for lack of love, come to my Lordj &te will give you rest!

| see you, tonight, like the vine with its tendrégeking that by which you may climb higher. Come
and let your tendrils entwine themselves about mordl.and His sweet words of grace, and you shall ge
a good hold, and grow and climb even to the skies!'—

“Are you weary? Are you languid?
Are you sorely distrest?

‘Come to Me,’ says One, ‘and coming,
Be at rest.”

| will not enlarge upon this point further thanday, as | have already told you, that Christ gress
to the entire being, or peace about everythidige you troubled, dear child of God, tonight? Yawght
not to be troubled about anything. “Ah, sir! You kot know my position.” No matter, friend, thatd d
not know it; HE who bids you come to Him knows“Blut, dear sir, my affliction is peculiar.” Listen—
“In all their affliction He was afflicted.” Yoursannot be peculiar, therefore; Jesus must knowballia
it, and if He knows, it is better thamy knowing. “But | have such a heavy cross to carty.it heavier
than His? “Ah, sir, but | have so many trials!” Ateere more than He can enable you to endure? Come
to Him, | pray you! Now then, if you can, at ledst a few minutes, divest yourselves of your cares,
your anxieties, your doubts, and your fears. Theéeestands, He of the pierced feet, and the nailed
hands, and the crimson side! There He stands my,gdod He bids you come to Him and trust Him! Lay
your burdens down at His feet. Why should you carhat He will readily carry for you? Tell Him all
your griefs. Why do you hide them from Him? Shotld not know your heart if you are married to
Him? Should there be a secret kept away from Hirafhlpersuaded that | am preaching to you what
will be more healing than the balm of Gilead, angater than the sweetest music to lull you intea d
lightful peace if you will but listen to this godpavitation, and come to Jesus, by a simple adaih,
and by a great resolve of fellowship, for He sédlsiill give you rest.”

So much, then, about this pearl, rest.

[I. Now | want you to look, for a minute or two, at THHANDS WHICH GIVE THIS PEARL,; “I
will give you rest.” If Jesus Christ will give naything,l will be glad to have it. The least possible gift
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from Him has a special sanctity about it becausenies from His dear hands. Your friend gave you a
broken sixpence, and you have kept it. Your moteere you, (alas! you have no mother now), a little
book with her name in it; and you would not sefoit its weight in silver. Now, whatever Jesus give

a keepsake to His people. They lay it by, and tbeg it. Listen, then. He say$, will give you rest.”

If He will give me rest, then | know that His gignt guarantees its genuinenedsshall have no
false peace if Jesus gives it to me. He will nayige counterfeit coin to His people. If He gives me
peace, it is peace! “When He gives quietness, whien, can make trouble?” Beloved, do you not see
that the fact that Jesus gives it will make yousiqeeto be to you, beyond all question, the true@ed
God which passes all understanding?

Christ’s gift of this rest also proves thelue of the giftJesus does not give us pebbles and straws. If
He gives us rest, it is rest worth having. Oh, beth did you ever enjoy the rest that Jesus giVésfe
you ever tossed about with a great trial? Did yeer éhave a heavy load of care? If you have never ha
such burdens, | have—I have lain awake at nightdedng whatever | should do in certain cases. And
at last | have come to the conclusion that | cowdtldo anything, and that | must leave all with itioed.

Did you ever wake up, after a little sleep, when yad cast all your care on Christ, and left yoou-+t
bles with Him, and found yourself perfectly at fekhave, sometimes, in the midst of great paihyupa

in the night, and been afraid to go to sleep far feshould lose the heavenly calm that | was engpy
When | have left everything, and God knows thadvénmore cares to carry than most men; when | have
left everythingwith Him, and submitted myself absolutely to Higegt will, and had full fellowship
with Christ, | have wondered what | could fret abibu tried! | have said to myself, “There is peafor

me in heaven. There is peace for me on earth. Tikgreace for me in the grave. There is peace #or m
everywhere.” It was with my heart, as it was wikie tstormy sea when Jesus said, “Peace, be still.”
“And there was a great calm.” This is the kind edtrthat the Lord Jesus Christ gives: rest of tepd
est, truest kind; rest which the world cannot geased which the world cannot possibly take awayddf
gives rest, it is no second-class rest; it is-ifass, and it is beyond measure precious if iteofrom

His hands.

Note again, Jesus says, “I wglive you rest.” If His hands give it, thensures your getting.ifesus
does not say, “l wilsendyou rest.” It might be lost in the post. He does say, “I will commission an
angel tobring you rest.” He might miss his way. It i4, will give you rest.” Come to Jesus, and you
shall have rest out of His own hands put into ymamds; no, put into youreart You shall certainly get
it. There will be no missing it; between the cupl &me lips there shall be no slip!

Jesus says, “I will give you rest.” This ensuresryaght to it. When a believer is at peace and, res
if the devil were to meet him, he would ask, “Whg gou so quiet?” If you did not answer him, he
would say, “What right have you to be at rest? oeia long way off being perfect. Look at the imper
fections of yesterday! Why, even in your prayers gmned!” “Ah,” says the child of God, “I am not
going to dispute with you, Satan. But | have atrigtrest, for Jesus gave it to me. | am sure leatid
not steal it, and | am certain that He gave it &a My title deeds are clear enough. A free gifotigh
Jesus Christ; who can ever dispute that?” Oh, afil@od, enjoy what Jesus gives, and be not afraid
that anyone will take it from you!

Do you not think that when Jesus says, “I will girai rest,” this should encourage you to enjoy it?
| believe that some Christians are afraid of bdow happy! Do | not recollect when [ first knew the
Lord? | was as merry as a lark. | felt so glad thgtsins were forgiven, | said within myself—

“I am so glad that Jesus loves me.”
Some good old Christian man shook his head. “Ab,5aid, “the black ox has not trodden on your toes
yet.” Well, | had not seen the animal, so | wentrepicing! Then another said to me, “Some Chrstia
are many years before they come to anything likeirasice.” That did stagger me a little, and théy to
me about the dragons and the giants that there ovetlee Pilgrim’s Road. | have not seen any of them
yet, but those good people tried to frighten mehwiitem. Now look, here, beloved, there is none too
much joy in the world! Do not you go about killigny whenever you see it! Rather tryetacouraget,
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and if you see a young Christian happy in believargl you do not happen to be as cheerful as lde is,
not try and take his joy from him! Leave the blackalone! The ugly beast will come in due time.

Warn the young believer of all the sin against whie should be on his guard, but do not hold up
before him a gloomy view of the Christian life. Y,ddhristian, have a right to perfect peace, antef,
tween here and heaven, you never have a dould#twfden here and the Eternal City you never have an
anxious care, you have a perfect right to that detagserenity! It is, | say, provided for you iretiivord
of God. If you do not have it, and enjoy it, thatypur own fault; but there is ample provision m#ui
we should have heaven below as well as heaven btveChristian people, if we lived up to our privi
leges; if we realized the truth of God of the tékiyill give you rest,” we would commend the godipe
We would win converts! We would glorify God! We wdwbe vastly more useful ourselves! “I will give
you rest,” is an encouragement to the enjoymerthefrest that Jesus gives to those who come unto
Him.

And, once more, if Christ says, “l will give youstg how it endears Him to usl all my rest is
what He gives me, shall | not love Him? Oh, if mgamy spirit is like Noah’s dove, finding no rest fo
the sole of its feet till it comes back to NoahQbrist, and to the ark, shall | not love Him wisonny
rest? Shall | not prove that love by consecratmglim the life which He has made so happy? Shall no
every step | take seem to ring out music of prangdis name? Shall | not open the gates of the mgrn
with a song, and draw the curtains of the nighhwithew note of thanksgiving? Truly, God has giugn
this rest! The Romans said of a certain peacethiggt enjoyed, “a god has given it to us.” Behohs t
Son of God has given us that deep repose whichel®vers, we have a right to enjoy, and which, 1
trust, we enjoy tonight! If you do not enjoy it, dot let me go any further until you get it! Coneéjld
of God, | am not simply going to talk about thistteg | want you tgracticeit! There is the hand, the
pierced hand which gives you rest; take the reshfit and enjoy it now, and then kiss that handait
fervor of deepest reverence because of this paseajdt which it has bestowed upon you!

lIl. 1 close by noticing, in the third place, very blyefTHE PROMISE WHICH JESUS MAKES—

“I will give you rest.” It is a great blessing, setimes, not to be able to read well. You rememlogv h
Mrs. Beecher Stowe, when she wrote, “Uncle Tom’bia pictured Uncle Tom as having to spell all
the words over? Now, it is a great blessing if espe is obliged to read the Bible like that. “l—a
give—you—rest.” Every word seems to be emphatioif will just let it speak! All these bells ring bu
music, but | have no time to ring them tonight. Mdu please listen to their melodious chimes fad t
week?

“l—will—give—you—rest.” To this promise there is but one conditidinat we have already ful-
filled if we have come to Christ, and, thereforegere is no condition at all attached to the promise
“Come unto Me, and | will give you rest.” We hawente to Him unless we are hypocrites. We who are
coming to the communion table have first come toisEhWe have really, truly, sincerely, looked unto
Him, trusted Him, come to Him, and hidden ourselveslim. Very well, then, you have fulfilled the
one and only condition attached to this promis¢hef Lord Jesus; and there stands the unconditional
promise which applies to you tonight! Let me goravagain, “l—will—give—you—rest.”

This promise is made only to one characterd that character we can easily feel to be our. 6lh
you that labor and are heavy laden.” You are thieli@m of God, but you still have to labor. The mos
of you have to work hard every day, and you hase atuch spiritual labor to serve your Lord, and to
keep off the adversary. You labor both for the ntlkat perishes, and for that which endures untmate
life. | am afraid that there are none of us whandg at times, get heavy laden, especially whergete
away from our Lord. Oh, what a load comes on ugasive keep close to Him! Very well, then, if to-
night you labor, and are laden, come along with, yand Christ will give you rest! | mean my fidgety
sister over yonder, who is always fretting; youdahe Lord, and yet you keep fretting! Come, have
done with it, for He says to you, “I will give yaest.” | mean, also, my timid brother over thereovig
always afraid of something that never happens! @péhat nonsense! Come along with you, you weary
and heavy laden on; Jesus says to you, “I will gioe rest.” | mean that dear brother, there, whe da
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darkness over his mind that he cannot shake offne€Cm Jesus, and He will give you rest. | maan
self caring about the Church of God, and almost brdiearted at times, as | see how ill it fares irséhe
evil days. | will come to my Lord, tonight, and Mall give me rest about that, for, after all, | leamot
to manage His Church and guide His affairs. Noredponsibilities and all dreads about the futuegy|
down at Your feet, You great Head of the churchy goeat Master of assemblies!

Next, notice that this promise msost positive and unreservetwill give you rest.” Jesus does not
say, “I will give you rest in every respect but dndo, “Come unto Me, and | will give you rest.” An
the mercy of it is that this promise is as surew! A hundred years ago a man went to the Losdsle
with this promise, “I will give you rest,” and therd Jesus gave him rest. Fifty years ago anottar m
went with this promise, and he said “Lord, therésitYou said, ‘I will give you rest,” and the Ldr
gave him rest. Now, tonight, take that promiseylourselves! It is just as good as if it had neveerb
fulfilled! I give my neighbor a check, and he geath it to the bank, and gets the cash for it. Nsyp-
pose the banker returns that check to me, andalitjoit to the bank and try to cash it again? “Nthéy
say, “we have cashed that check once, and thaine @ith.” But you may take God’s check and go to
the Bank of Heaven every day! And every hour indhag! And the check is just as good as if it had
never been cashed before. “I will give you restduvtried that when you were 21—try it now that you
are seventy! When you were 40, in the day of youurlile, you said, “Lord, give me rest.” Now thauyo
are 80, the promise still stands just as good ed &od’s promises are not like a bundle of oldakise
that are done with and sent back to the drawey; dne always fresh and always new!

Many of you are coming to the communion taflbkis rest is set forth to you in the ordinané&at
table seems to say to you, “I will give you redtshall not ask you to come up to the platform, &md
kneel down and take the bread from my hands. I sis&l you to sit as much at your ease as ever you
can, because, at the Lord’s supper, that is the pgsture. When Christ broke the bread, the disgip
did not even sit, but reclined around the tablel Yoiss the very spirit of the supper if you come an
kneel. It is a festival ofest—and when you come to it, you have nothing to dbtbieat and to drink.
That is the form in which Christ puts fellowshiptiwviHimself, “You shall eat with Me, and you shall
drink with Me"—so that, in the ordinance He doegle outward symbol, say, “I will give you rest.”

This promise will be completely fulfilled at thesiaBy-and-by, by-and-by, Christ will give weter-
nal rest! There is a brother to whom | have been doousd to take off my hat every Sabbath as |
passed along. He was one of a goodly number ofaegid friends, all along the road that | could no
speak to, but we just bowed and wished each otlediras we passed. Last Lord’s-Day | missed my
friend from the place where | generally passed laingd | asked about him, and they told me that lde ha
gone home. There have been many who have gone $iooee | was with you before. Well, then, we,
also, may expect to go home, by-and-by, and heteid/laster's promise about that matter, “I wilgi
you rest.” “I will give you rest when the last hatomes. When the time of weakness, old age, akd sic
ness come, | will give you rest.” Be not afraid—

“Death is no more the king of dread,

Since our Immanuel rose”
and all the Lord’s people may go up to their bed @joice to think that there is an end to ths &f
conflict, and a beginning to the life of victorpriJesus says, “I will give you rest.”

Oh, the perfect repose, the unutterable blisswhiabe yours and mine before long! | say, “Before
long,” for in this great congregation | do not dotihat there are several brothers and sisters witho w
see the King in His beauty before many weeks areegbcould wish that it were my lot to go first
among you, but if it may not be, well, you shallgoa little ahead, my brothers and my sisters,vead
will follow in our turn. “Blessed are the dead whidie in the Lord from henceforth: Yes, says the-Sp
it, that they may rest from their labors; and tivearks do follow them.”

| have done—at least, | mean, | have only begurdve begun to enjoy the text, myself, and | hope
you have done the same. | must, however, just miymn that, when Jesus says, “I will give you fest,
He does not mean that He will make you lazy. Lagggbe cannot rest; they never know what rest
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means. There must babor to give usrest When Caesar Malan had 17 days’ rest, in whichvas
charged by the physician not to exercise his mandioanything he wrote 53 of the best hymns he had
ever written, and some of the best in the Frenalgue! He said that he could not help it; he wrbe t
hymns because he was resting, and they were afgaig rest. God sometimes makes His servants to be
like those birds that rest on the wing. Stretchimgr broad pinions, and taking a mighty flap, tisegm
to pass mile after mile at every stroke of theingd, resting while flying. Thus you may stretch you
pinions of progress, and of holy aspiration, ars@ higher and higher, and yet be still at resteltite
stars that have a deep and profound rest, bottapyadd night, and yet keep their courses and krow n
fatigue, so you and I, blessed of God, shall ke@pptaces, and serve our God, and shine on, and yet
shall rest till we enter into the rest that remdorsthe people of God!

| wish that it were possible for me to make evdrniyjccof God here quite restful tonight. | know that
| shall fail, but there is a blessed Spirit who cnit! When you are all quite restful, go home aest.
Go home, dear wife, with a restful heart. Perhapg yiusband will meet you with an angry word. Be so
restful that you will not mind it! Go home, dearww people, who have to work for your living. Per-
haps you will sleep, tonight, in a room where theme many who will mock you if you kneel down to
pray. Get such perfect rest that it will not matteyou whether they laugh or not! Take no moreaeot
than you do of the grinding of the cab wheels aigtshis Tabernacle. The Lord can give His people
such absolute peace that it would not matter tmttidneaven and earth should pass away! God goant t
us that perfect peace! If any of you do not knowtlaimg about it, | wish that you did; but theresiinds
in the text, just as Christ said it, “Come unto Mk&,you that labor and are heavy laden, and | gtk
you rest.” God help you to come, and take thetredtJesus gives! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON.
COLOSSIANS 2:6-17.

Verse 6.As you have therefore received Christ Jesus thd,lsar walk you in Him

Do not go away from Him. You have received Himystath Him. Whatever He was to you at first,
let Him be that to you to the very last. Do not inegith Christ, and then go back to self; let it dé
Christ from first to last.

7.Rooted and built up in Him.

Growing in Him. Have your very life, like a treeated in Christ, and like a temple, built up in
Christ.

7. And established in the faith, as you have beenhaadpounding therein, with thanksgiving.

Do not forget what you have been taught! Do naateit; keep to it. He who should learn one sys-
tem of philosophy, and then unlearn it, and begjiatlaer, and then unlearn that, and begin another,
would be more likely to turn outfaol than a philosopher! And he who begins to learnféiith in one
way, and then tries to learn it in another way, #mh attempts to learn it in yet another way igeno
likely to be a skeptic than to be a saint.

8. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy aain deceit, after the tradition of men, af-
ter the rudiments of the world, and not after Chris

Plenty of people would spoil you in this way, byadhing you their profound thoughts, their grand
inventions, their bright ideas. Beware of all o

9. For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godheantliby.

Everything, then, must be in Christ if all the hdks of the Godhead dwells in Him! Why do you
need to go anywhere else for wisdom? What can ywllfy going elsewhere? “For in Him dwells all
the fullness of the Godhead bodily.”

10.And you are complete in Him.

You are like vessels filled up to the brim. You &ke warriors thoroughly furnished, fully armed
for the fight: “You are complete in Him.”
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10, 11.Who is the head of all principality and power: imawn also you are circumcised with the
circumcision made without hands, in putting off boely of the sins of the flesh by the circumcigibn
Christ.

All that the Jew ever had, you have in Christ, oyiy have theeal purification of which His rite
was but asymbol

12.Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also you argen with Him through the faith of the opera-
tion of God, who has raised Him from the dead.

It is only as you are one with Christ that baptisith be to you what He intended, but, “buried with
Him in baptism,” you are dead to all besides ahgalr life lies in Him.

13. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncirceiogj of your flesh, has He quickened to-
gether with Him.

All your life is in Christ. You are “quickened toiper with Him.”

13. Having forgiven you all trespasse&our pardon is given to you in Christ. Oh, how failid how
free is that forgiveness that comes to you throdghst Jesus!

14, 15.Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that wagainst us, which was contrary to us,
and took it out of the way, nailing it to His crpssd having spoiled principalities and powers, He
made a show of them openly, triumphing over theim in

His cross was His triumph! Then He led captivitptdge. What more do you need? Your enemy is
vanquished, your sins blotted out, your death chdng life, your necessities all supplied! Will yoat
stay at home with Christ? “Why do you gad aboutsmh to change your way?” Can you have a better
lover than your Lord, a dearer husband than therdrédga Bridegroom? Oh, love the Lord, you His
saints! Cling to Him and make much of Him! Let Hba all in all to you!

16.Let no man, therefore, judge you in meat, or imkirior in respect of an holy day, or of the new
moon, or of the Sabbath.

Do not let anybody come in and tell you that inecessary for your salvation that you should ab-
stain from this meat or that drink, that there mexit in fasting for 40 days in Lent, or that ycannot
be saved without observing such and such a holyayr salvation is in Christ! Keep to that, andlad
nothingto this one foundation which is once and for ailtl lin Him!

17.Which are a shadow of things to come.

That is all that they are: “a shadow of thingsame.”

17.But the body is of Christ.

Christ is the real one thing necessary. Mind tlat flave the substance, for then you can let the
shadows go! May God bless to us all this brief reqadf His Word!

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574_Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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