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“And now, little children, abide in Him. That wheide shall appear, we may
have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him & ¢bming.”
1 John 2:28.

OUR first anxious desire is that our hearers waddhe to Christ. We lay ourselves out to lift Him
up, as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wildesnaad to bid men look to Him and live. There is no
salvation except by faith in the Lord Jesus ChHgt.said, “Look unto Me and be you saved, all these
of the earth: for | am God and there is none else.”

When men have looked to Jesus, our next anxidtyaisthey may bén Christ, the City of Refuge.
We long to speak of them as “men in Christ JesMy.’beloved hearers, you must be in living, loving,
lasting union with the Son of God, or else you aoé in a state of salvation. That which begins with
coming to Christ, as the engrafted branch is bdorttie vine, continues in your growing into Him and
receiving of His life. You must be in Christ as #tene is in the building, as the member is inkbey.

When we have good hope that our hearers have ao@hbrtst and are “in Christ,” a further anxiety
springs up in our hearts that they may “abide” lri§t. Our longing is that, despite temptationgjto
away from Him, they may always remain at His f@dtat notwithstanding, the evil of their nature,jthe
may never betray their Master, but may faithfulglchto Him. We would have them mindful of that
precept—"“As you have received Christ Jesus the lsdvalk you in Him.” Oh, that they may be root-
ed in Him, and built up in Him; and may always heunion with Him! Then shall we present them to
our Lord in the day of His appearing with exceetiirgyeat joy.

To this third anxiety of the minister of Christ bwid give my mind this morning. John says, “Little
children, abide in Him.” How sweetly those wordssnhave flowed from the lips and the pen of such a
venerable saint! | think he is, in this, the ecliche Lord Jesus, for in the fifteenth chapterhadf gospel
of John, the Lord Jesus said, “Abide in Me and yon. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itselfcet
it abide in the vine, no more can you, except ymd&in Me. If you abide in Me and My words abide i
you, you shall ask what you will and it shall bendaunto you.” That word, “abide,” was a very faveri
one with the Lord Jesus, and it became equally tedrat disciple whom Jesus loved. In our Author-
ized Version, the translators have interpretedmetimes, “remain,” and sometimes, “continue”; ut
is not very wise of them to have so changed thdeeng. It is one of the virtues of the Revised sf@n
that it generally translates the same Greek worthbysame English word. This may not be absolutely
requisite, for a little variety may be toleratedi it is eminently instructive, since it allows tssee in
our own mother tongue where the Holy Spirit usesl game word. And if the translation is correct in
one case, we may naturally conclude it will noirm®rrect in another. “Abide,” is one of John’s sja¢
words.

May the Lord help us to consider these blessed svd@dtter still, may He write them on our hearts
and may we fulfill their teaching!

First, notice to what he urges them—*"abide in HirEécondly, under what character he addresses
them—"little children.” And thirdly, by what motivee exhorts them—*“that when He shall appear, we
may have confidence, and not be ashamed beforeaHliis coming.”

|. First, then, OBSERVE TO WHAT HE URGES THEM—"Abide Him.” By this he meant one
thing; but that thing is so comprehensive that way rhetter understand it by viewing it from many
sides.

He meant fidelity to the truth taught by our LoWile are sure he meant this, because, a little previ-
ously, in the twenty-fourth verse, he had said,thiht which you have heard from the beginning shall
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remain in you, you also shall continue in the Sod & the Father.” beloved, you have believed & th
Lord Jesus Christ unto the salvation of your sodtsu have trusted in Him as the Son of God, the ap-
pointed Mediator, and the effectual sacrifice foulsin. Your hope has come from a belief in Chasst
God has borne witness to Him; abide in the truthctvlyou received from the beginning—for in your
earliest days it worked salvation in you. The foatnmh of your faith is not a changeable doctrine-4+-yo
rest on a sure word of testimony. Truth is, invié&sy nature, fixed and unalterable. You know more
about it than you did, but the thing itself isldtile same and must be the same. Take care thathyde

in it. You will find it difficult to do so, for thee is an element of changeableness aoutseli—this
you must overcome by divine grace. You will find mgaelements of seduction in the outside world;
there are men whose business it is to shake ttiedabthers, and thereby gain a reputation fovede
ness and depth of thought. Some seem to think @nalnition worthy of a Christian to be always ques-
tioning, or, as the apostle puts it, to be “evarméng and never able to come to the knowledgdef t
truth.” To throw doubt into minds which, by a grags certainty have been made blessed, is theieaohos
lifework. Therefore, you will be often led to tryyr foundation, and at times you will tremble as yo
cling to it. Hearken, then, to this word from theuth of the Holy Spirit—"Abide in Him.” Stay where
you were as to the truth which you believe; thatclwhas justified you, will sanctify you; that whic
has, in a measure, sanctified you, will yet perfemi. Make no change as to the eternal veritiesiupo
which you ground your hope. As a stone, you ar# boithe foundation—abide there. As a branch, you
have been grafted into the stem—abide there. A®mabmar, you are in the body—abide there. It is all
over with you if you do not! Abide in that holy ntbbf doctrine into which you were at first delivdtre
Let no man deceive you with vain words, thoughehere many abroad in these days who, “would de-
ceive, if it were possible, the very elect.” Abigdelesus by letting His words abide in you. Beliexet
you have found to be the means of your quickeni@deve it with a greater intensity, and a greater
practicality. “Cast not away your confidence, whies great recompense of reward.”

Next, John means “abide in Him” as to the unifoynaf your trust. When you first enjoyed a hope,
you rested upon Christ alone. | think | heard tre fnfant prattle of your faith when it said—

“I’'m a poor sinner and nothing at all,

But Jesus Christ is my all in all.”
At first you had no experience upon which you caely, you had no inward divine graces upon which
you could depend—you rested wholly upon Christ Higdfinished work. You rested in no degree upon
the works of the law, or upon your own feelings,upon your own knowledge, or upon your own re-
solves. Christ was all. Do you not remember how yead to tell others that the gospel precept was,
“Only believe™ You cried to them, “Trust in Jes@t out of yourselves! Find all your needs prodgide
for in Him.” Now, beloved, you have experience—tkdaod for it. Now you have the graces of the
Spirit—thank God for them. Now you know the thingfsGod by the teaching of the Holy Spirit—be
grateful for that knowledge, but do not now flytire face of your Savior by putting your experierare,
your graces, or your knowledge where He and Heealotust be! Depend today as simply as you de-
pended then. If you have some idea that you arefhiag towards perfection, take care that you do no
indulge a vain conceit of yourself; but even ifsittrue, still do not mix your perfection with Hierfec-
tion, nor your advance in divine grace with therfdation which He has laid for you in His blood and
righteousness. “Abide in Him.” He is that good skt which you have entered that He may bear you
safely to the desired haven. Abide in the vessekth@edare to walk on the water, like Peter—nonkhi
to swim by your own strength. “Abide in Him,” andwy shall weather every storm. Only as you keep to
your first simple confidence in the perfect worktleé Lord Jesus can you have peace and salvat®on. A
it is written, “You will keep him in perfect peacehose mind is stayed on You; because he trusts in
You.”

Moreover, abide in the Lord Jesus Christ in makiinm the constant object of your life. As you live
by Christ, so livefor Christ. Ever since you trusted in Christ as dyimgyou, you have felt that if He
died for you, then you died in Him—that from now your life might be consecrated to Him. You are
not your own but you are Christ’'s and Christ's onlye first objective of your being is to honor and
serve Him who loved you and gave Himself for yoauyhave not followed after wealth, or honor, or
self-pleasing, but you have followed Jesus; takedhbat you “abide in Him” by continuing to serve
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Him. “Love not the world, neither the things tha¢ @n the world. If any man loves the world, thedo

of the Father is not in him. For all that is in therld, the lust of the flesh and the lust of tlyesand
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but istioé world. And the world passes away and the hesteof:

but he that does the will of God abides foreverdgu¥may wisely continue where you are, for you have
chosen the right pursuit, and you have entered dperright road. That crown which glitters in your
eyes at the end of the race is worthy of all yauming; you could not have a nobler motive than the
constraining love of Christ. To live for Christ flse highest style of living—continue in it more and
more. If the Lord changes your circumstances, k@l for Christ. If you go up, take Christ up with
you—if you go down, Christ will go down with you.you are in health, live for Christ earnestlyydu

are bound to a sick bed, live for Christ patien@®p about your business, and sing for Jesus. Beif
bids you stay at home and cough away your lifen taugh for Jesus; but let everything be for Hiar; f
you, “Excelsior” means higher consecration, moravealy living.

Surely, we should also understand by, “Abide in Hithat we are to persevere in our obedience to
our Lord. The next verse is, “If you know that Herighteous, you know that everyone that does +ight
eousness is born of Him.” What your Lord bids yoantinue to do; call no man Master, but in all
things, submit your thoughts, your words, and yacis to the rule of the Lord Jesus; obey Him by
whose obedience you are justified; be precise aocht in your execution of His commands. If others
reckon you morbidly conscientious, heed not thpinmn but, “Abide in Him.” The rule of the Master
is always binding on all His disciples, and thepale from Him in heart when they err from His rule.
Reverence for the precept is as much included mhomage of Christ as credence of the doctrine; if
you have been upright in your dealings, be uprigbtaccurate to the penny in every payment. If you
have been loving and generous, continue to be doaimd generous; for your Lord’s law is love. If you
have closely imitated the Lord Jesus, go on to ddjoy still more minutely. Seek no new model—pray
the Holy Spirit to work you to the same thing. Tauyas a soldier, your Captain’s word is law—

“Yours not to reason why,

Yours but to dare and die.”
“Abide in Him.” | know you might be rich by doindp&at un-Christly act—scorn to win wealth in such a
way! | know you may involve yourself in persecutibiyou follow your Lord closely—accept such per-
secution gladly and rejoice in it for His name’&elal know that a great many would say that forrcha
ty’s sake you had better make compromises and ikeepion with evil doctrine, and worldly practice.
But you know better! Be it yours to follow the Lamherever He goes, for this is what His beloved
apostle means when he says, “Abide in Him.”

But | have not completed the full description ydear | am not able to do so, by reason of my-shal
low knowledge and forgetfulness. Continue in spaitunion with your Lord. All the life you have is
derived from Him—seek no other. You are not a Giamsexcept as Jesus is the Christ of God to you;
you are not alive unto God, except as you are dtiethe risen Lord; you are not saved, except assHe
your Savior; nor righteous, except as He is yoginteousness. You have not a single pulse of heavenl
desire, nor a breath of divine life in you but wiats first given yodrom Him, and is daily given to you
by Him. Abide in this vital union. Do not try to leah independent life. “Abide in Him” from day to
day in complete dependence upon the life whickessured up in Him on your behalf.

Let your life “abide in Him” in the sense of beidgected by Him. The head directs all the mem-
bers. The order which lifts my hand, or spreadspalyn, or closes my fist, or lowers my arm, comes
from the brain, which is the headquarters of tha.s@bide in your Lord by implicitly acknowledging
His headship. Let every regulation of your life amfmom Him who is the head, and let it be obeyed as
naturally as the desires of the mind coming fromthain are obeyed by every part of the body. Tlsere
no war between the hand and the foot, for theyeabmdthe head, and so are ruled without force and
guided without violence. If the leg were to setampindependent authority over itself, instead adyoing
the head, what a strange walking we should seethau ever met with afflicted people in whom the
nerves have lost vigor, and the muscles seem koagerandom, and throw out a leg or an arm without
reason? Such movements are painful to see, andhawe that such a man is diseased. Do not desire to
be without law to Christ; let that mind be in yolieh was also in Christ Jesus—in that respect,d&bi
in Him.”
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“Abide in HIm” as the element of your life; let Hiencompass you as the air surrounds you on all
sides. As a fish, whether it is the tiniest sprathe largest whale, abides in the sea—so do yaeab
Christ. The fish does not seek the sky or the shbuld not live out of the element of water. dAn
even so, | beseech you do not seek to live in thédnand in its sins. As a Christian, you cannee li
there—Christ is your life. There is room enough you in the Lord Jesus Christ, for He is the in@ni
God. Go not out of Him for anything; seek not pleasoutside of Christ, nor treasure outside of €hri
for such pleasure or treasure would be ruinouseHiither want, nor will, nor wish, beyond your dor
Let Him draw a line around you, and abide withiatttircle.

“Abide in Him” in the sense of being at home in Himhat a world of meaning | intend by those
words, “being at home in Christ”! And yet this &etsense of the words, “Abide in Him.” | was speak-
ing yesterday to a friend who had bought a pleakanse, with a large garden, and he said to me, “I
now feel as if | have aome | have lived in London for years, and | have gehfrom one house to
another with as little regret as a man feels inngireg an omnibus; but | have always longed for the
home feeling which hung about my father's housthecountry. Why, there we loved the cozy rooms
and the look-outs from the little windows, and toener cupboards in the kitchen. As for the garalesh
the field, they yielded us constant delight, foerth was that bush in the garden where the robin had
built, and the tree with the blackbird’s nest. WeeWw where the pike lay in the pool, and where the t
toise had buried itself for the winter, and whédre first primroses would be found in the springeiih
is a vast difference between a house and a honmat i§ what John means with regard to Christ—we
are not merely to call on Him but &bidein Him. Do not go to Jesus one day, and to thddiemother
day—do not be a lodger with Him, babidein Him! My friend spoke of changing from one omugato
another, and | fear that some change from Chrisheéoworld when the day changes from Sunday to
Monday. But it should not be so. Say with Mosexrtl, You have been our dwelling place in all gen-
erations.” Your cross is the tree of the familyafe—within the thorn-hedge of Your suffering lower
whole estate is shut in. Your name is posted orhoare. We are not to You as tenants with a lease, b
we have a freehold in You. We can truly say and-sin

“Here would | make a settled rest

While others go and come—

No more a stranger or a guest,

But like a child at home.”
Lord Jesus, | am at home nowhere but in You. In Yabide. Wherever else | lodge, | have in due time
to shift my quarters. Whatever else | have, | lbser leave it. But You are the same and You cleang
not. What a comfort to have our Lord Himself todug chosen dwelling place in time and in eternity!

Now I think | have come nearer to the full sensemyf text! “Abide in Him,” means hold fast to
Him, live in Him, let all your noblest powers beadm forth in connection with Him. As a man at home
is all there, feel at ease in fellowship with Hi8ay, “Return unto your rest, O my soul, for thed_bas
dealt bountifully with you.”

Why does the apostle urge us to abide in Christ?elie any likelihood of our going away? Yes. For
in this very chapter he mentions apostates who filistiples had degenerated into antichrists. He say
of them, “They went out from us but they were nbus; for if they had been of us they would, no
doubt, have continued with us.” “Abide in Him,” theand do not turn aside unto crooked ways, as
many professors have done. The Savior once sditistapostles, “Will you, also, go away?” And they
answered Him with that other question, “Lord, toowhshall we go?” | hope your heart is so conscious
that He has the words of eternal life that you dowdt dream of going elsewhere!

“But surely it is implied in these warnings that IBIKS leave their Lord angerish?” | answer,
“No.” Carefully observe the provision which is madgainst that fatality—a provision to enable us to
carry out the precept of the text. Will you opemuydestaments and just look at the verse which imme
diately precedes my text. What do you see? “¥ball abide in Him. And now, little children, abide in
Him.” There is a promise made to those who arehnsCthat theyshall “abide in Him.” But that prom-
ise does not render the precept unnecessary;ddrdfd deals with us as with reasonable beingsasot
with sticks and stones; and He secures the fulfilitrof His own promise that we shall abide in Hiop,
impressing upon our hearts His sacred precept,eblydre bids us “abide in Him.” The force He uses
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to effect His purpose is instruction, heart-winniagd persuading. We abide in Him, not by a physica
law, as a mass of iron abides on the earth, b mental and spiritual law, by which the greatrafss
divine love and goodness holds us fast to the Ueslis. You have the guarantee that you shall abide
Christ in the covenant engagement, “I will put Maaf in their hearts, that they shall not depamnfro
Me.” What a blessed promise that is! You are tete&re that you abide in Christ as much as ifell d
pended upon yourself. And yet you can look to ttemse of the covenant and see thatrded reason
for your abiding in Christ lies in the operationtis unchanging love and divine grace!

Moreover, brethren, if you are in Christ Jesus, flaue the Holy Spirit given you to enable you to
abide in Him. Read the twenty-seventh verse—"Ba #mointing which you have received of Him
abides in you, and you need not that any man tgaghbut as the same anointing teaches you of all
things, and is truth and is no lie, and even asasttaught you, you shall abide in Him.”

The Holy Spirit brings the truth of God home to ydweart with savor and unction, endearing it to
your inmost soul. The truth of God has so saturgtedthrough the anointing, that you cannot give it
up. Has not your Lord said, “The water that | slgate him shall be in him a well of water springing
unto everlasting life”? Thus, you see that whatasnmanded in one Scripture is promised and provided
for in another. To His people, God’'s commands aabbng; as He bids you abide in Him, so by that
very bidding He causes you to abide in Him to Heige and glory.

II. Secondly, notice UNDER WHAT CHARACTER JOHN ADDRESSHHESE BELIEVERS.
He says, “And now, little children.” This indicatdse apostle’s love to them. John lived to a geept
The tradition is that they used to carry him inte assembly, and when he could do nothing else, he
would lift his hand, and simply say, “Little chilein, love one another.” Here, to show his tendeceon
for those to whom he wrote, he called them, “littteldren.” He could not wish them a greater blegsi
out of the depth of his heart’s affection than tinety should faithfully abide in Christ.

Next, by this he suggests their near and dearigel#& their Father in heaven. You are the children
of God. But as yet you are little ones, therefooendt leave your Father’s house, nor run away from
your elder brother’s love. Because you are litédren, you are not of traveling years, therefstay at
home and abide in your Lord.

Does he not hint at their feebleness? Even if yetevgrown and strong, you would not be wise to
gather all together and wander away into the fantry. But as you are so young, so dependent,eso fe
ble, it is essential that you abide in Him. Shallade forsake its mother? What can you do apam fro
God? Is He not your life, your all?

Does not the apostle also gently hint at theirléokss? You are very changeable, like little babes.
You are apt to be hot and cold in half an hour. doeithis and that, and fifty other things in tioairse
of one revolving moon. But, little children as yate, be faithful to one point—abide in your Savior.
Change not towards your Redeemer. Stretch outhyaals and clasp Him and cry—

“My Jesus, | love You, | know You are mine,
For You all the follies of sin | resign.”
Surrender yourself to Him by an everlasting covémawer to be cancelled. Be His forever and ever.

Did not this remind them of their daily dependenpen the Lord’s care, as little children depend on
their parents? Why, beloved, the Lord has to nyose He feeds you with the unadulterated milk & th
word; He comforts you as a mother does her chiklchrries you in His bosom; He bears you all your
days. Your new life is as yet weak and strugglingg—rat carry it into the cold atmosphere of distance
from Jesus. Little children, since you derive atinh Jesus, abide in Him. To go elsewhere will be to
wander into a howling wilderness. The world is eyapbnly Christ has fullness. Away from Jesus you
will be as a child deserted by its mother, lefpioe and starve and die. Or as a little lamb orhitgide
without a shepherd, tracked by the wolf, whosehteeitl soon extract your heart's blood. Abide, O
child, with your mother! Abide, O lamb, with youh&oherd!

We may all come under John’s description at tmetiThe beloved John speaks unto us as unto lit-
tle children, for we are none of us much more. \WWeret such wonderfully knowing people as certain
of our neighbors—we are not such learned scierdistisacute critics as they are—neither have we thei
marvelous moral consciousness, which is superiongpiration itself; therefore we are bound by our
very feebleness to venture less than they do.Heetrten of the world choose what paths they will—we
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feel bound to abide in Christ because we know hergplace of safety. They may push off into the sea
of speculation. Our smaller boats must hug theesbbcertainty. To us, however, it is no small corhf
that the Lord has revealed to babes the thingshwéiie hidden from the wise and prudent. Those who
become as little children enter into the kingdonneven.

Cling to the Lord Jesus in your feebleness, in yimkieness, in your nothingness; and abidingly
take Him to be everything to you. “The conies au¢ & feeble sort, yet they make their houses in the
rocks.” Be you like they are; abide in the riftstbé Rock of Ages, and let nothing tempt you tat qui
your stronghold. You are no lion, able to fight ydoes and deliver yourself by main strength. Yoel a
only a little cony, and you will be wise to hidetrar than fight. “Little children, abide in Him.”

lll. 1 now come to my last point, which is most impottaor it finds steam to drive the engine.
Thirdly, we shall consider BY WHAT MOTIVE JOHN EXHRTS US TO THIS PLEASANT AND
NECESSARY DUTY OF ABIDING IN CHRIST.

Kindly look at the text, for there is in it a |gtlword to be noticed. The apostle exhorts us bya m
tive in which he takes his share. Let me read it-eMlittle children, abide in Him; that, when Hea#ih
appear, you may have confidence.” No, no. Lookhat tittle word—it runs thus, “that WE may have
confidence.” The beloved John needed to have cemdel at the appearing of the Lord, and confidence
fetched from the same source as that to which teetéid his little children! They must abideGrist,
that they might have confidence; and the dearesthefapostles must practice the same abiding. How
wisely, and yet how sweetly he puts himself uponlewel in this matter!

Notice, further, that the motive is one drawn frdesus. John does not drive believers with the lash
of the law—he draws them with the cords of lovaeVer like to see God’s children whipped with rods
gathered from the thorny sides of Sinai. We havecome to Mount Sinai but to Mount Zion; when a
man tries to pommel me to my duty by the law, kkat the goad like a bullock unaccustomed to the
yoke; and rightly so, “For you are not under the laut under grace.” The motive which sways a free-
born heir of heaven is fetched from divine gracd aot from law. It is from Jesus, not from Moses.
Christ is our example and our motive, blessed lsendme!

The motive is drawn from our Lord’s expected advé&dtice how John puts it. He uses two words
for the same thing—"“When He shall appear,” and Histcoming.” The Second Advent may be viewed
in two lights. First, as the appearing of One whdeére already, but is hidden. And next, as theirgm
of One who is absent. In the first sense, we knloat¢ bur Lord Jesus Christ abides in His church—
according to His words, “Lo, | am with you alwagsven unto the end of the world.” Yet, though spirit
ually present, He is unseen. Our Lord will, allao§udden, be “manifested,” as the Revised Versasn h
it. The spiritual and secret presence of Christ kecome a visible and manifest presence in theoflay
His appearing.

The apostle also uses the term, “at His coming,”ldis presence.” This is the same thing from an-
other point of view. In a certain evident sense loond is absent—"He is not here, for He is rised€
has gone His way unto the Father. In that respecivi come a second time, “without a sin-offering,
unto salvation.” He who has gone from us will seneoin like manner as He was seen to go up into
heaven. There is, then, a difference of aspectdmivthe Second Advent when it is described as, “His
appearing,” and “His coming.” John pleads the glosi manifestation of our Lord under both of these
views as a reason for abiding in Him.

As to our Lord’s “appearing,” he would have us &bid Christ, that we may have confidence when
He appears. Confidence at His appearing is the taglard of constant abiding in Christ. The apostle
keeps most prominent “the appearing” as an argumettiousand things are to happen at our Lord’s
appearing. But John does not mentimeof them; he does not hold it up as a thing to ésrdd that we
may have confidence amid the wreck of matter, &edctash of worlds when the stars shall fall like a
tumn leaves; when the sun shall be turned intorgek and the moon into blood. He does not mention
that the graves shall be opened, and the deadr&®lbr when the heavens, being on fire, shallibe
solved, and the elements shall melt with ferverat-hehe earth also, and the works that are therein—
shall be burned up. Those will be direful timesysaf terror and dismay; but it is not of theset tha
speaks particularly, for he regards all these evastswallowed up in the one great fact of theiglsr
appearing of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
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His desire is that we may have confidence if Heeapp all of a sudden. What does he mean by hav-
ing confidence when He shall appear? Why, this—ithwbu abide in Him when you do not see Him,
you will be very bold should He suddenly reveal Haif. Before He appears, you have dwelt in Him
and He has dwelt in you. What fear could His appgatause you? Faith has so realized Him, that if
suddenly He were to appear to the senses, it wimmilib surprise to you. And, assuredly, it wouldseau
you joy, rather than dismay; you would feel thatyai last enjoyed what you had long expected, and
saw somewhat more closely a friend with whom yod leag been familiar. | trust, beloved, that some
of us live in such a style that if all of a suddmir Lord were to appear, it would cause no alarmsto
we have believed Him to be present, though unsamah,it will not affect our conduct when He steps
from behind the curtain and stands in the opent!li@hLord Jesus, if You were now to stand in our
midst, we would remember that we had Your presémdere, and lived in it, and now we should only
be the more assured of that which we before knevaitly. We shall behold our Lord with confidence,
freedom, assurance, and delight—feeling perfedtlgceme with Him. The believer who abides in his
Lord would be but little startled by His sudden eapng; he is serving his Lord now, and he would go
on serving Him; he loves Him now, and he would golaving Him; and because he would have a
clearer view of Him, he would feel a more inteneasecration to Him.

The word translated “confidence” means freedompekesh. If our divine Lord were to appear in a
moment, we should not lose our tongue through featr,should welcome Him with glad acclaim. To
desert our Lord would rob us of that ease of mirctv is betokened by free speech. But to cleave to
Him will secure us confidence. We now speak to khirsecret, and He speaks again to us. We shall not
cease to speak in tones of reverent love when lgeaap. | have preached concerning my Lord, while
He is not seen, those truths of God which | shatllblush to admit before His face. If my Lord anasdv
ter were at this instant to appear in His gloryhis Tabernacle, | would dare, with confidencehamd
Him the volumes of my sermons, in proof that | hawé departed from His truth, but have heartily-con
tinued in Him. | ought to improve in many thingsith could not improve upon the gospel which | have
preached among you. | am prepared to live by itiéoby it, or to meet my Lord upon it if He should
this day, appear! O my hearers, if you are in Ghsse to it that you so abide in Him that shou&l H
suddenly appear, you would behold Him with conficenf we abide in Him, if he were to unveil His
majestic face, we might be overcome with raptuce;dur confidence in Him would grow stronger, our
freedom with Him would be even more enlarged, amdjay in Him would be made perfect. Has He not
prayed for us that we may be with Him, and behoisl ¢glory? And can we be afraid of the answer to
His loving prayer? If you abide in Christ, the nfastation of Christ will begour manifestation and that
will be a matter of delight—not of fear.

Beloved, if you do not abide in Him, you will hame confidence. If | were to compromise the truth
of God and then my Lord were to appear, could Itria with confidence? If, to preserve my reputa-
tion, or be thought liberal-minded, | played fastidoose with the gospel, how could | see my Lord’s
face with confidence? If any of you have faileds&rve your Master; if you have preferred gain td-go
liness, and pleasure to holiness—if He were sugdemishine forth in His glory—what confidence
could you have in meeting Him? A good man was aséed day, “If the Lord were now to appear, how
would you feel?” He replied. “My brother, | shoutdt be afraid, but I think | should be ashamed.” He
meant that he was not afraid of condemnation, builbshed to think how little he had served hisd;.or
in this case it was genuine humility. | pray yoet got only beyond being afraid, but may the Lord
make you so to abide in Him that you would not eberashamed at His appearing!

The other point is that you should “not be ashabefdre Him at His coming.” That means that hav-
ing regarded Him as being absent, you have naved that if He should suddenly be present in pgrso
you would be ashamed of your past life. What mubeito be driven with shame away from His pres-
ence into everlasting contempt? The text may haeh a meaning; what have you been doing while He
has been absent? This is a question for a semwartswer at his employer’s arrival. You are lefhia
house to take care of it while he is in the faradtintry. And if you have been beating his servanis
eating and drinking with the drunks, you will beegtly ashamed when he returns; his coming willnbe i
itself a judgment. “Who may abide the day of Hisnoog? And who shall stand when He appears?”
Blessed is that man who, with all his faults, hasrbso sanctified by divine grace that he will bet
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ashamed at his Lord’s coming! Who is that man8 the man who has learned to abide in Christ. What
is the way to prepare for Christ's coming? By thedg of the prophecies; yes, if you are sufficigntl
instructed to be able to understand them. “To kepgmed for the Lord’'s coming,” some enthusiasts
might ask, “had | not better spend a month in eetient, and get out of this wicked world?” You midy,
you like; and especially you will do so if you dezy. But the one scriptural prescription for prepa

for His coming is this: “Abide in Him.” If you abalin the faith of Him, holding His truth, followinigis
example, and making Him your dwelling place, yoord.may come at any hour, and you will welcome
Him! The cloud, the great white throne, the blastrompets, the angelic attendants of the lastzassi
the trembling of creation, and the rolling up o thniverse as a worn-out vesture will have no atarm
for you; for you will not be ashamed at His coming.

The date of that coming is concealed. When He sloalle, no man can tell. Watch for Him and be
always ready, that you may not be ashamed at HisrdShould a Christian man go into worldly as-
semblies and amusements? Would he not be ashameld $iis Lord come and find him among the en-
emies of the cross? | dare not go where | woulddtemed to be found should my Lord come all of a
sudden. Should a Christian ever be in a passioppde his Lord should then and there come? Would
he not be ashamed at His corning? One here sags offender, “I will never forgive her. She shall
never darken my doors again.” Would you not be asthif the Lord Jesus came and found you unfor-
giving? Oh, that we may abide in Him and neverrbsuch a state that His coming would be unwel-
come to us! Beloved, so live from day to day inydand in devotion that your Lord’s coming would be
timely. Go about your daily business and abideim,tand then His coming will be a glorious deligint
you. | called to see one of our friends, and she whitening the front steps of the house. She apolo
gized very much and said that she felt ashameeiofylcaught in such a position. But | assured &t t
| should like my Lord to come and find me just d&sund her, doing my daily work with all my heart.
We are never in better trim for seeing our Magt@ntwhen we are faithfully doing His work. There is
no need for a pious smartening up—he that abid€hirst always wears garments of glory and beauty;
he may go in with his Lord into the wedding wherrethe midnight cry is heard. Abide in Him and then
none can make you ashamed. Who shall lay anytbiggur charge?

He will come—behold, He is coming even now. Hean yot the sounding of His chariot wheels?
He may arrive before yon sun goes down. “In sucth@ur as you think not, the Son of man comes.”
When the world is eating and drinking, marrying @ndng in marriage, He will bring destruction upon
the ungodly! Be you so engaged, day by day, thatwitl not be taken at unawares; what will it bebi®
caught up together with the saints in the cloudsnéet the Lord in the air! What will it be to dden
come in the glory of the Father, and all His hatgels with Him! What will it be to see Him reign ap
the earth, with His ancients gloriously! Can youagme the millennial splendor, the age of gold, the
halcyon days of peace? As for the judgment of tbedy know you not that the saints shall judge an-
gels; they shall appear as assessors with Chndttree Lord shall bruise Satan under their feebryl
awaits us and nothing but glory, if we abide in i€hrTherefore, keep your garments unspotted, your
loins girt, your lamps trimmed, and your lights bimg—and you, yourselves, as men and women that
look for your Lord—when He comes, you may have wwarfce and not shame!

May the Holy Spirit, without whom this cannot be, toeely given to us this day, that we may abide
in the Lord! And you who have never trusted in Ghfor salvation, may you come to Him, and then
“abide in Him” from this good hour! To His name dlery! Amen.
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