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“Now | beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus1@t's sake, and for the love of the Spirit,
that you strive together with me in your prayers@wd for me; that | may be delivered
from them that do not believe in Judea, and that sgrvice which | have for

Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints; that | may
come unto you with joy by the will of God, and maith you be refreshed.
Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.”
Romans 15:30-33.

THE apostle of the Gentiles held a very useful godious office, but he had by no means a smooth
path in life. When we read the account of his suffgs, and persecutions, and labors, we wonderdow
single individual could have gone through them ldi. was a true hero. Though a Hebrew of the He-
brews, he stands in the very front of the wholetBeohurch as its founder and teacher under God, a
we owe to him what we can never fully estimate. Whe consider the struggles of his life, we do not
wonder that the apostle was sometimes in greavwanf heart, and heavily burdened in spirit. He was
so at the time when he wrote this Epistle to thediian friends at Rome. It was a great delighhito
to have to go to Jerusalem—it was a place whichmash reverenced and loved by him, it was a great-
er privilege for him to go and exchange salutatiaith his brother apostles, and it was the mosbjsy
privilege of all to be the bearer of a contributfoom the Gentiles to relieve the necessities efdhints
at Jerusalem. He rejoiced much more in that gitewish believers than if it had been anythinghian-
self. But he was well aware that there were thoskudea who hated him with deadly hatred, and would
seek his life. He had been the rising hope of #wish party, and he had become a Christian, therefo
the bigoted Jews regarded him as an apostate freraith of their fathers. They had, moreover, slec
venom against him, since he was bolder than amgr christian teacher in going among the Gentiles,
and shaking off altogether the bonds of the cereahtaw. He also came out more clearly than any oth
er man upon the doctrines of grace, and salvatjotihé cross of Christ, and this provoked the fistce
hostility. Paul had also the apprehension that teldvnot be well received even by the brethrereai-J
salem. He knew what a strong conservative feelwget was among the circumcision for the mainte-
nance of the old Jewish law, and how he was a rdari@n because he had shaken off entirely that yolk
of bondage. Thus he had fears as to foes, and slabbut friends. His case was peculiarly hard.

What did Paul do when his spirit was greatly oppeel? He wrote to his brethren to pray for him.
He asked the good friends at Rome that they waftildd their hearts earnestly and unitedly to Gibat
he might be preserved from the double evil whidledakened him. In the last chapter of this episte w
have the names of a great many of those privateithahls at Rome to whom the apostle appealed. We
do not know any of them, except it is the Priscdltad Aquila, of whom we have heard elsewhere, but
this great man, this inspired apostle of God, wlas wot a whit behind the very chief of Christ’'svser
ants, makes his appeal to these unknown and humdileduals, that they would strive together with
him in their prayers. | delight in this, it showsetlowly spirit of the apostle Paul, and it revealsis his
high value for the prayers of obscure men and workHenfeels that he needs what the prayers of these
people can bring to him, he is sure that withowsthprayers he will be in danger of failure, butth
with them he will be strong for his great entererisle sees what prayer can do, and he would awbken
into powerful action.

Does it astonish you that a man so rich in gracBaul should be asking prayers of these unknown
saints? It need not astonish you, for it is the mith the truly great to think most highly of otheln
proportion as a man grows in grace he feels hiemggnce upon God, and in a certain sense, his de-
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pendence upon God’s people. He decreases in hisestegem, and his brethren increase in his estima-
tion. A flourishing tradesman, a man who has addrgsiness, is the man who needs others; he psosper
by setting others to labor on his behalf, the latge trade, the more he is dependent upon thaaedr
him. The apostle was, so to speak, a great maatrtfor the Lord Jesus, he did a great busiredss
Lord, and he felt that he could not carry it onassl he had the co-operation of many helpers. Haatid
so much want what employers harshly call “handsivtok for him, but he did need hearts to plead for
him, and he therefore sent all the way to Romes&k Such assistance. He wrote to those whom he had
never seen, and begged their prayers, as if helgder his life. The great apostle entreats Tryghe
and Tryphosa, and Mary and Julia, to pray for Hiis. great enterprise needs their supplicationa In
great battle the general’s name is mentioned, Ihatt would he have done without the common soldiers?
Wellington will always be associated with Waterlbaoit, after all, it was a soldiers’ battle. Whatlb
the commander have done if those in the ranks didtifhim? The commander-in-chief might very well
have touched his hat to the least subaltern drgditimblest private, and have said, “I thank yam-c
rade. Without you, we could not have conqueredé Thief troubles of the great day of Waterloo arose
from certain very doubtful allies, who wavered e thour of battle—those were the general’'s weakness
but his hope and strength lay in those regimentswivere as an iron wall against the enemy. Even
thus the faithful are our joy and crown, but thetable are our sorrow and weakness. Every minigjeri
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ is in much theesaamndition as Paul. True, we are of a lower grade,
and our work is on a smaller scale, but our neeelguat as great. We have not all the grace whall P
possessed, but for that very reason we make the paihetic an appeal to you, our friends and fellow
helpers, while we use the apostle’s language, and“&/e beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus
Christ’'s sake, and for the love of the Spirit, tilati strive together with us in your prayers to God
us.”

| shall call your attention to this text with tlenging in my own heart that | myself may more abun
dantly live in your prayers. | have to rejoice iretprayers of thousands of holy men and women who
love me in the Lord. | am deeply grateful for tHfeetionate supplications of multitudes that | hanas
seen in the flesh, to which the printed sermonsgvgek by week. | am a debtor, not only to the bedove
people around me, but to a larger company all dverworld. These are my comfort, my riches, my
strength. To such | speak at this time. Belovetedd your prayers more than ever. | am more ané mor
conscious of their value, do not restrain themt dosv there is to me a special need of grace onyman
accounts, and | hope that some of those who haagedorne me up will give me a special portion af ai
at this hour. I am not worthy to use the same lagguas the apostle Paul, but | know no betternand
necessity is even greater than his, therefore robohis words, and say, “lI beseech you, brethren, f
the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the lovénef3pirit, that you strive together with me in ypuay-
ers to God for me.”

In our text there are two thingsrayer askedanda blessing giver-“Now the God of peace be with
you all. Amen.”

|. First, here is PRAYER ASKED FOR.

We will look at the apostle’s request for prayergeneral, and then afterwards we will look to the
details which are mentioned in the thirty-first ser

First, here isa request to the people of God for prayer in gehd#ie asks ifor himsel—"That you
strive together with me in your prayers to God me.” He knew his own weakness, he knew the diffi-
culty of the work to which he had been called, hew that if he failed in his enterprise it would de
sad failure, injurious through coming ages to there church. He cried, “Agonizier me,” because he
felt that much depended upon him. It is like a méno is willing to lead the forlorn hope, but he say
his comrades, “You will support me.” It is like oméo is willing to go into a far country, bearingsh
life in his hands, but he plaintively exclaims, ‘Ywon't forget me, will you? Though you stay at legm
will you think of me!” It reminds us of Carey, wisays, when he goes to India, “I will go down inte t
pit, but Brother Fuller and the rest of you musidnibe rope.” Can we refuse the request? Woulatt n
be treachery? It is not according to the heartue tyoke-fellows, it is not according to the insts of
our common humanity, that we should desert any maom we set in the front of the battle. If we
choose a man to be our representative in the seofiour God, we must not desert him. A man cannot
be charged with egotism if he begs for personapstpvhen he is engaged in labors for others and is
not seeking himself but the success of the grasecdJnder heavy responsibilities he does welhtiste
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the sympathies and prayers of those whom he isnggrand he has a right to have them. Beloved
friends, if you are with me in the great battle @od and truth, and if you count me worthy to bibar
brunt of this war, | beseech you for Christ’'s sakgyport me by your persistent wrestling at theribr

of grace. Pray for all ministers and workers, biatypalso for me. | am of all men the most miserable
you deny me this.

Observe in what relationship he regards them wieeputs the request. “Now,” he says, “I beseech
you, brethren” “I beseech you.” It is the strongest word ofreaty he can find. It is as if he said, “I go
down on my knees to you, and implore you. | asi you as the greatest favor you can do me. lask i
of you as the dearest token of your love, thatstowe together with me in your prayers to Godrfee.”

He does not call them companions, or fellow workersfriends, but he addresses them as brothers.
“You are my brethren,” he says, “I feel a love tmuy you Romans, converted to God. | have a longing
in my heart to see you, and though | have not schnais spoken with you face to face, yet we arehbrot
ers. The life that is in you beats also in my head are born again of the same Father, we are-quic
ened by the same Spirit, we are redeemed by the Sawior, therefore, spiritually, we are brethren.
Shall not brothers pray for one another?” He setenssay, “If you are brethren, show this token ofiyo
brotherhood. You cannot go up with me to Jerusabamd, share my danger, but you can be with me in
spirit, and by your prayers surround me with divoretection. | do not ask you to come, you Romans,
with your swords and shields, and make a bodygabadit me, but | do beg of you, my true brothers, if
you are so indeed, to agonize together with meour prayers to God for me.” If there remains in the
Christian church any brotherhood whatever, eveagée of the host, every preacher of the gospetyeve
pastor of a church, should receive the proof of tnatherhood in the shape of daily intercessioreri
sent servant of God beseeches his brethren thasthee together with him in prayer to God for him
and | am not a whit behind any of them in the uoyeof my request to the many who have until now
proved themselves my brethren. | know your love rinatsgrown cold to me; | have abundant evidence
of that. O my brothers, act as brothers to me ranal, beseech the Lord to bless me.

But observe what kind of prayer he asks for, “Tywt strive together’—that yolagonize”—that is
the word. You have before you in this expressiogrmainder of that great agony in Gethsemane, and |
should think the apostle had that picture befosedyes. In the garden our Lord not only prayed as w
His habit, but with strong crying and tears He mhlie appeal to God. “Being in an agony He prayed
more earnestly.” He wrestled till He “sweat as ére/great drops of blood falling down to the gratind
but none agonized together with Him. That was dnih@ deepest shades of the picture, that He must
tread the winepress alone, and of the people thest none be with Him. Yet did our Lord seem to ask
for sympathy and help—

“Backward and forward thrice He ran,

As if He sought some help from man;”
but He found none even to watch with Him one houuch less to agonize with Him. The apostle felt
that an agony alone was too bitter for him, andhseefore piteously cries, “I beseech you, brethren
that you agonize with me in prayer to God for médw, as the disciples ought to have sympathized
with the Savior, and entered into His direful griefit did not, even so it may happen to us. Buthr
ren, | trust that the unfaithfulness to the Mastél not be repeated upon His servants. It remainall
that are true brethren in Christ that, when they @eman in agony of heart for Christ's sake and for
souls’ sake, they should bow the knee side by witle him, and be true brothers to him. When his la-
bors become intense, when his difficulties are iplidd, when his heart begins to sink, and hisngjtie
is failing him, then the man must wrestle with @ied, then his brethren must wrestle at his sideefwh
the uplifted hands of Moses are known to bringes&ihg, Aaron and Hur must hold them up when they
are seen to grow weary. When Jacob is strugglidglaibok, and we see him there, we must turn in and
help him to detain the angel of the covenant. B aran can hold Him fast by saying, “I will not ¥bou
go unless You bless me,” surely a score of youmake a cordon round about him, and speedily win
the blessing. What may not a hundred do? Let uth&ypower of agonizing prayer! Do we know as yet
what it means? Let us rise as one man and cryntgg@lawhose hands are full of benedictions, we will
not let You go, except You give us Your own blegsiie blessing of Your covenant.” If two of yowar
agreed as touching anything concerning the kingdam,shall be heard, but what if hundreds and thou-
sands of the faithful are of one mind and one mautinis matter? Will you not at once cry unto God,
“Bless Your servants, establish the work of ourdsaapon us, yes, the work of our hands, estalligh i
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You see it is earnest prayer which Paul asks foirtime prayer which foams itself away in words, but
prayer with force, with energy, with humble boldsewith intensity of desire, with awful earnestness
prayer which, like a deep, hidden torrent, cutbanoel even through a rock. His request was, %tbat
wrestle with me in your prayers to God for me,” @nid is our request this day.

He does not, however, wish for a single momengxclude himself from the prayer, for he says,
“that you agonizevith me.” He is to be the first to agonize. This should I position of every minis-
ter. We ought to be examples of wrestling prayewH wish that you could realize more fully the \wor
allotted to the apostles when they said that it m@sreasonable that they should leave the wor@aaf
to serve tables! There was a difference about isteilsition of the alms among the widows, and the
twelve declared that they could not attend to smaohatter, for, they said, “We will give ourselvame
tinually to prayer and to the ministry of the wdr@his would be heaven to me. But notice that aste
half, and the first half of their work lay in prayé®©h, if that could be our portion! If we couldtthave
full space for prayer and meditation, and werefigst from the petty secularities and differences-in
dent to church life. Oh that we could have mor@&dowith Him from whose right hand the supreme
blessing comes—that were a joy indeed! But evehdfapostle could thus himself agonize, he did not
feel satisfied, for he beseeches others to wregtle him in prayer to God. He sought communion in
supplication. Even thus | would beseech you, begthto come with me into the inner chamber. Come
with me into the holy of holies; let us togethepagach the mercy seat. Lend me the help of alEfhe
itual force you have, that we may together agomzarayer to God that the blessing may descend upon
the enterprises now in my hands. You see the $gntayer which is needed, even the effectual ferven
prayer of righteous men, and may the Holy Spiréclerup our spirits, that we may be able to join in
such agonizing in this time of need.

This verse is one of the most intense | ever rebegto have read, even in so intense a book as this
Holy Scripture. Observe the fervency of the plegdiiNow | beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus
Christ’'s sake.” What an argument! That name is dfilpower with true hearts. You owe Him every-
thing, you owe Him your souls, you owe Him everyp&dor the future, every comfort in the present,
and every happy memory of the past. Your life wawdde been worse than death apart from Him. His
love to you constrains you, because you thus juthge,when one died for all, all died, and that wou
died that henceforth you should not live unto yelwss but unto Him. Now, he says, as you cannot re-
pay the Lord Jesus Christ personally, repay it i® d¢rvant by your prayers, join him in his agony i
recollection of that greater agony in which noneldgoin, by which you were redeemed from death
and hell. If there is any love to Christ in a Chas’s heart he must pray that the Holy Spirit wbhless
the ministry of the word. Surely your hearts musttirned to stone if you do not plead for a blagsin
upon that ministry by which you yourselves haverbleeught to Christ. If | have been a spirituahtat
to any of you, you will not fail to pray for me. Wyou? As you love that Savior whom | preach, } be
seech you, for the sake of Jesus Christ that yoxegbgether with me in your prayers to God for. me

But he adds to that another argumeffor the love of the Spirit.”If the Spirit of God has indeed
loved you and proved it by quickening and sanatifyyou, then pray for His ministers. If the Spaoit
God has created a love in you, which is strongan timere natural affection—a love which does not
arise out of any fleshly relationship, or any massociation, or any casual partiality, but a lovech
the Holy Spirit Himself creates and fosters in ybeart—then pray for me. If there is such love oy
not natural and temporary, but spiritual and theneefeverlasting, then pray for the Lord’s servadint.
there is in you a love which may exist, no, wilisxin heaven itself, if there is such a love ouythen
says the apostle, | beseech you, pray for me. Bneth say the same. Unless our profession is wéie
love each other, and we must therefore show that Iy our prayers for one another. Especially if an
of you have been brought to the Lord Jesus Chyighe ministry of any man whom God favors with
His help, then that man must live forever in yoealts, and be remembered in your prayers. You ¢anno
escape from the obligation of intercession for rien who brought you to Jesus. As long as you live,
and as long as he remains faithful, you must beardm your heart in supplication. It must be s@ th
love of the Spirit has knit us to one another, aode can put us asunder. Ours is no feigned umitly,
deep, and true, and real. In Christ Jesus, my érpthere has been begotten in our hearts an iaffiect
for one another which death itself shall not destie will not be separated. Then, by the lovehaf t
Spirit, | beseech you that you agonize togetheh wie in your prayers to God for me. Every word
pleads with tears; there is not a wasted letténenvhole verse.

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 32




Sermon #1887 Pleading for Prayer 5

Why do you think the apostle at that special tamked these brethren to pray for him so? Was it not
because he believed in the providence of God? Hegweang up to Jerusalem, and the Jews would seek
to slay him. They hunted him in every place, and/ thh@ was going into the lion’s den, but he believed
that God in Providence could overrule all things,tlsat he should not suffer injury at the hands of
blood-thirsty zealots, but should be delivered @iutheir malicious powenVe also believe in God that
works all things, therefore, let us pray that g@lposition to His gospel may be overcome.

He believed also in the influence that God carehgwon men’s hearts, especially upon the hearts of
His own people. He was afraid that the Jewish Befi®e would be very cold to him, and therefore he
prays God that His Holy Spirit may warm their heagnd make them full of love, so that the offesing
he took to them from the Grecian churches mighadmepted, and might foster a sense of hearty fellow
ship in the hearts of the Hebrew saints towards tBentile brethren. Do you not also believe the t
hearts of all men are in the hands of the Lord?/&w not believe in the supremacy of the will of God
over the free will of man? Do you not rejoice tktaére is not only a Providence that shapes our,ends
but a secret influence which molds men’s hearts®dfbre it is that we urge you to plead with Goal th
we also may have acceptance with His people. Weedts render them much service, and to enjoy
their loving regard. It is painful to us to diffeiith any, and joyous to be in communion with altitpaf
the church of our Lord Jesus Christ.

What is more than this, the apostle believed engbwer of the prayers of simple people so to move
the mind of God that He would exert His hand inyilence and His influence over the hearts of men.
Never let us imagine that the doctrine of the §iof events, or the supremacy of law, as the pbilos
phers call it, is at all contrary to the truth tipaayer is effectual for its own ends and purpobeslden
times a warrior was going forth to battle for hmiotry, and a certain preacher of the word saidirg
“My prayer is made continually for you that you mlag victorious.” The warrior, in his philosophic
doubt, replied that he saw no use in the promisageps, for if God had determined to give him vigto
he would have it without prayer, and if fate hadrded that he should be defeated, prayers could not
prevent it. To which the godly man very properlplred, “Then take off your helmet and your coat of
mail, and hang up your sword and buckler. Go nahfto battle at all with your men-at-arms, for; in
deed, if the Lord is to conquer your enemies Hedmit without your weapons, and if He will not pro
per you, it is in vain for you to mount your warrke.” The argument, when carried out, answersftsel
there is, in truth, no force in it. The net resfitsuch reasoning would be absolute inaction. Commo
sense shows us how absurd it is. All means are tesbd, notwithstanding the eternal purpose of God,
for that purpose includes means and their usesd&tkare that among the most potent means in all the
world is prayer and this must not be neglected.r@lage certain ascertained forces, and among those
forces, always to be reckoned with and relied umthe force of the cry of God’s dear childrerttieir
great Father in heaven; in other words, the pow@rayer. In prayer we present the sacrifice of God
own Son to God’s own self, and prevail by its me&brothers and sisters, we ask your prayers with-
out doubt or question. We know and are persuadatdthiey will avail much. By your power in prayer
God'’s power will be set in motion, and by that @il will be accomplished which shall be for Hiseg
ry and for our good.

| hope you have been so far interested, may Gadtgiou may have been influenced by these re-
marks, and excited to incessant intercession!

In our text there is, in the next plaeestatement of the apostle’s desires in deWlihen we pray, we
should make a point of praying for something didtin There is a general kind of praying, whichdai
from want of precision. It is as if a regiment oldiers should all fire off their guns anyhow, pibbs
somebody would be killed, but the majority of theeey would be missed. | believe that at the battle
Waterloo, there were no arms of precision, theydrdg the old Brown Bess, and though the battle was
won, it has been said that it took as much le&kllt@ man as the weight of the man’s body. Thisis
figure of the comparative failure of indistinct,rggalizing prayer. If you pray anyhow, if it is Wisin-
cerity, a measure of blessing results from it, ibwmiill take a great deal of such praying to accésip
much. But if you plead for certain mercies defilyitand distinctly, with firm unstaggering faith, yo
shall richly succeed.

Our apostle gives his friends three things to fgaayfirst, he would have them ask that he might b
delivered from them that did not believe in Jud¢a.was delivered, not perhaps in the precise manner
which he hoped for, but he was to the letter dedéiierom the unbelieving Jews. Certain zealots doun
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themselves with an oath that they would not ebthidy had slain him, but they went a long whilenhu
gry, for the arm of the Roman Empire was stretdiogith to protect Paul against his infuriated coyntr
men. Strange it was that Caesar’'s power must ke seiseld around the feeble servant of the mighty
God! From raging mobs and secret confederacies \Wasllsaved, apparently, by Roman soldiers, but
secretly by Roman saints. Against all oppositionsfwithout let us pray.

They were also to ask of the Lord that his serwbéch he had for Jerusalem might be accepted of
the saints. This also was granted, the brethreractgpt Paul’'s embassy. He met with little difftgul
the contribution was accepted with much gratituete we do not hear afterwards of those bickering
between the Jewish and the Gentile believers. Mugh done in the apostolic college at Jerusalem to
create a heartier feeling towards the Gentile begthand the kingdom of Christ was henceforth owned
to be over all races and kindred of men. Paul dabmaplished very much, and had comfort in his mis-
sion to the mother church. Oh that we also couldflservice to that community of Christians to whic
we belong! Brethren, pray that our word may be pise by our own brethren, for some of these are
wandering from the way of truth.

They were to pray next, that he might come unémthwvith joy by the will of God, and might, with
them, be refreshed. That was to be the third pratyex to be observed that this petition was disard,
but it was not answered as Paul might have expextelésired. He did come to them according to the
will of God rather than by his own will. He may mray not have been on his way to Spain, as he pur-
posed, he certainly was on his way to prison, akdtenot purposed. His first prayer, that he might
delivered from them that believe not in Judea, matsanswered in the way of his never being in dange
from them, or coming into difficulties through thebut he was delivered out of their hands by becom-
ing a prisoner to the Roman governor, and being)weder his guardianship to Caesar, to whom he had
appealed. By that means he traveled to Rome a&xhense of the Imperial Government, and on landing
at Puteoli, close to Naples, he found friends wgifor him, and as soon as the Roman brethren luéard
his landing, they dispatched a company to meetatiAppii-Forum, a place on the road to Rome, where
they stopped to change horses, and to take refesgBmThere he saw his prayer beginning to be an-
swered. Further on, at a place called the Threerhagy more dear friends from Rome met him, “whom
when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took couradge”Roman saints had long looked for the apostle,
and he came at last—an ambassador in bonds, a@rigto must go to the Praetorian guardroom, and
there await the emperor’s will and pleasure. Thagt hot expected to see him in such case, but they
were not ashamed of his chains. They made a coabiggourney to meet him, and he was filled with
their company, and refreshed by their fellowshg ha had desired. Even his imprisonment may have
been a rest for him; it could not have involvedrsu@ar and tear as his former labors and persexutio
We read the other day that Holloway Jail is a chalace for rest and enjoyment to a man with arclea
conscience, and | dare say that Paul found hisreemint at Rome to be rather a refreshment than oth
erwise after his years of weariness and buffetiigere he was shut away from his furious persesutor
certainly, no Jew could take his life there. He was afraid of being stoned while in imperial cubtp
and probably he was the most at ease because hsohéal preach to such as the Corinthians and the
Galatians, from whom he had asked no prayers, aditreceived much grief. He asked the Ephesians
and Philippians, the Colossians and the Romansaty for him, but from the others he would have re-
ceived little benefit, for they were very weak hetfaith, and troubled with sad disorders. He wasis
imprisonment clear of those fickle and quarrelsdoie who had often pained him. His confinement
under guard would not permit his preaching himseleath, or wearing himself out with watching, the
soldier who kept him would make him reasonable, smdl have no doubt, by the will of God he re-
ceived precisely what he had asked his friendsray for, “that | may come unto you with joy by the
will of God, and may with you be refreshed.” It wdunot have been Paul’s will to have come to Rome
with chains on his wrists, binding him to a soldiemnt he did so come, for this was the will of Gadd
was the surest way to his being refreshed. Pardsieéd the Romans and they refreshed him, and thus
he had a happy sojourn in Rome. God was with hid,lee had the privilege of testifying of Christ be-
fore the Roman emperor, and making Jesus to berkesen in Caesar’s household. Thus, brethren, the
Lord heard the prayer of His servants. He will digar our prayers, not in my way, not in your wayt,
in the way which Paul has indicated, namely, “bg will of God.” Therefore pray for a blessing, and
leave the way of its coming to the good Lord whowa all things. Rest sure that it will come by the
will of God, and then it will be according to ourlwf we are in full accord with the Lord, as weight
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to be. See the efficacy of prayer, then, in Patd'se; though the desire did not seem to be accsinepl)

yet it was so. When the Lord does not appear to Hsapeople’s prayers He is hearing them none the
less, yes, rather He is answering them all the rhdkgand graciously. When the Lord replies byriter
ble things in righteousness rather than by swesboth deeds of kindness, He is doubly blessindpos.
not vessels often sail more swiftly with a side dvihan they would do with a directly fair wind? The
sails are more under the action of a side wind tharblew directly behind them. The Lord oftervgs

His people side gales, and these turn out to bbdkethey can have. Let us trust the divine wiscamd
rest assured that the Lord will do better thingsufthan we can ask or even think.

Il. 1 have but little time left to notice THE BLESSINGIVEN, indeed it occupies but one verse in
the text, and that verse is the shortest of the fand therefore | may give it due consideratioa iorief
space. See how Paul, with all his anxiety to ghs girayers of his friends, cannot finish the chapte
without uttering a benediction upon thethlow the God of peace.¥What a blessed name! In the Old
Testament Scriptures He is the “Lord of Hosts,” that is never the style in the New Testament. The
“Lord of Hosts” is God as He was revealed underdldedispensation; in the majesty of His powerg“th
Lord is a man of war, the Lord is His name.” Butmitat our Lord Jesus Christ has further unveited t
Father, we see Him as “the God of peace.” Is rnistdtgreater, sweeter, and more cheering title® G
of peace, we long for Your presence with us all!

What does Paul wish for therfiPhe God of peace be with youriot only “peace be with you,” but,
better far—“The God of peace,” and so the sourckfanntain of peace. He wishes them, not the drops,
but the fountain itself, not the light only, buetbun. He would have God Himself to be with usthe *“
God of peace.” He would have the Lord to fill uglwan inward peace, so that we may never be dis-
turbed in our minds. He would have the Lord sheadb His own peace in our hearts, so that we may
always feel at peace with God; no cloud coming ketwour souls and our heavenly Father; no ground
of quarrel arising between us and the great King.

When “the God of peace” makes peace with Himselfl so keeps our minds at peace within, He
also creates peace with one another, so that weobheaanother’s burdens, and those who are stn@ng a
willing to bear the infirmities of the weak. “Theo@ of peace be with you.”

Our apostle says, “The God of peace be withall’— not with some of you, with Priscilla and Ag-
uila, but with Mary, and Amplias, and Apelles, almyphena and Tryphosa, and with “the beloved Per-
sis which labored much in the Lord,” and with “Rsifchosen in the Lord, and his mother,” and “Philo-
logus, and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olgmguad all the saints which are with them.” Thedsen
diction is, “The God of peace be with yall.” Unless all are at peace, none can be perfectgt.gOne
brother who is quarrelsome can keep a whole chirdhouble. One fellow knocking about the boat
may stop the oarsmen, rend the sails, and rundaedn a rock. | should not like one stray shobifra
rifle to be traveling near my windows, for everalf the other shots which are in the armory shadigld
quiet, that one flying danger might be the end ef @h that the peace of God may be witithe saints
in all the churches! It is a blessed benediction. Suicbrediction we pronounce with all our heart this
morning—“Now the God of peace be with you all. Anfen

Do you not think that Paul implies that this Wk theresult of their prayer? If you will but strive
together with me in your prayers, then the Godezqge will be with you. May we not view it as tiee
ward of such prayer? You have prayed for the Lord’s/aet; and now God will bless you with an
abundance of peace. Or did he hint that this is@s$sarycondition and causeof true prayer? When
they were all at peace among themselves, happyein éwn minds and full of communion with God,
then they would begin to pray for God’s servanigt iPfirst or last, may this peace come to youj an
may there be hearty pleading prayer to God thatbtéssing may rest upon the church, and upon the
testimony of His servants.

Now we draw to a close, brethren. Prayer is sougbgt earnestly by me at this moment. | speak, |
think, in the name of all those who have to starahpnent as preachers of the gospel of Christ. /e b
seech you, our beloved friends and fellow labotkat you wrestle together with us with God on our
behalf that our testimony may be with power anchwsiticcess, for the times are very difficult. Theyve
air is full of unbelief. The solid earth seems wadlar to tremble with unrest, social and political—
deep and terrible unrest that fills us with darkefiodings of the future. The hope of the world, li@s-
der God, in the church of Jesus Christ. Therefagebeseech you, brethren, if in other days and rsofte
times you did in a measure restrain prayer, dooslomger, but wrestle for us with God. What is cogi
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no man knows. We wish not to play the Cassand@ph@sying evil things continually, but who is
there, though he is a prophet bright-eyed as Isavéilo can give you a good forecast? Are not all the
signs of the times big with terror? Therefore gydar tents, O Israel, and in your tents cry to Guoat

a blessing may come upon this nation and the world.

Men are perishing all around us. Whatever may Heaen the state of the world in Paul's day—and
it was, no doubt, horrible to the last degree—ia$ much better now; and the population of thelavor
has so largely increased since those days thiaeafiroblems have become more difficult. We arelmuc
better aware of the miseries of vast populatio theople could have been in apostolic times. Paul
knew but little of the world except that portionibivhich bordered on the Mediterranean Sea; thelevh
world then seemed to lie in a nutshell, but nowdiacoverers and geographers, our steamboats land te
egraphs, have brought a greater world close taloars. We share with the sorrows of India, we groan
in the darkness of Africa, the cries of China areua doors, and Egypt’s griefs are our own. lopyla-
tion anywhere is starving or suffering oppressianmewspapers declare the evil to all readers gaind
eral feeling is awakened. Our sympathies for hutgaare called forth much more than in former times;
and so far, this is good, but then it heaps hedwedens upon the thoughtful, and increases thibleer
responsibility of those who are able to lend a imgjhnand. Increase of knowledge demands increase of
prayer. “The world for Jesus” is our motto, but hthe world for Jesus if the church of Jesus do&s no
wrestle in her prayers?

Dear brethren, remember that the truth alonegtfemforced by the Spirit of God, will not sink ant
the hearts of men. They say, “Truth is mighty, anidl prevail,” but this is only half the case. Iby put
truth upon a shelf, and let the dust lie on heorgcof what use will it be to men? Truth unknowow
can it enlighten? Truth not felt, how can it renelfere must therefore be the preacher to call dten
to the truth, but how shall they preach except thieysent? And how shall they be sent aright exicept
the power of the Holy Spirit? And how can we expeet Holy Spirit if we do not ask for His working?
Therefore, we pray you, wrestle together with ugaar prayers that the Holy Spirit may go forth lwit
the truth and by the truth.

This will be to your profit. No man hears his magtreach without deriving some benefit from him,
if he has earnestly prayed for him. The best heaveino get the most out of a man, are those whe lov
him best, and pray most for him. God can make ysagls to you if you offer no prayers for us. He
can make us clouds that are full of rain, if yowdnaleaded with God on our behalf.

But the master argument with which we close is$ Witdach Paul mentions—“For Christ’s sake.” Oh,
for God'’s sake, for His name and glory’s sake oifi ywould honor the Father, if you would let Jesers s
of the travail of His soul, wrestle together with in your prayers for the divine working. It is $wpth-
er, you know it is so; we are wholly dependent upom Spirit of God. If it is so, that without God’s
blessing we can do nothing, and that God’s blessimgven if we inquire of God for it, then | neadt
press you further—you will pray for me and for atpeeachers of the word. If your hearts are righty
will each one resolve to offer special, continuarsl fervent prayer in private, and in your fansilaad
in our holy convocations, and these shall deepenan agony before God, and then a blessing skall b
given us which we shall scarcely have room enoagkdeive. Lord, teach us to pray!

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ROMANS 15.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—202, 993, 992.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org

8 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 32






