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“You drew near in the day that | called upon You:oM said, Fear not.”
Lamentations 3:57.

HOW different are our experiences from our fearslsTman of God had said, “When | cry and
shout He shuts out my prayer.” He had said agafou“have covered Yourself with a cloud, that our
prayer should not pass through.” He had added tvémat, “Surely against me is He turned.” But now
he corrects his misapprehensions. Neither was psiyg out, nor had God turned against him, for he
joyfully confesses, “You drew near in the day thaalled upon You: You said, Fear not.” As much as
to say—"“Not only did You hear me, but You did cotnane, not only did You heane speak, but You
did speak Yourself, and | heard You say—‘'Fear ndbt only were You not turned against me as an
enemy, but You did prove Yourself my friend by lgemy loving and tender comforter.”

Brethren, if our experiences have so far exceedeaxpectations and belied our doubts, let us take
care that we record them. Do not let us sufferlaomentations to be written in a book, and our tisank
givings to be spoken to the wind. Write not youmgbaints in marble and your praises upon the sand.
Let the record of mercy received be carefully matsurately measured, distinctly worded, correctly
dated, and so preserved that in years to come yutann for your encouragement to it. Jeremials tell
us that on such a day the Lord drew near to hinvjd@membered God from the Hermons and the hill
Mizar, time and place are elements of interesherhemory of the Lord’s great goodness. Note the pa
ticulars, dwell on the details—abundantly utter themory of the divine loving-kindness. Maybe, your
children and your children’s children may read sha&y of your experience for their learning, andhro
ing can be more fitting than that the fathers stieis lay up for their children. Even though treatord
should contradict yourself and bring the blushlwdae to your cheek to think you should have so-slan
dered your God, yet write it clearly, and let @rsdl to the Lord’s praise and glory, and your owmfoot
in some future hour of need. Write it, write itdapital letters, “I said | am cut off, but | fourtdvas not
so. You drew near in the day that | called upon :Y¥ou said, Fear not.”

Jeremiah seems to record this fact with a corslderamount of surprise. He marvels that God
should have drawn near to him, for his conditiors @avery pitiful one. He was so low that life sedme
ebbing out, and he groaned, “He has set me inplades, as they that are dead of old.” In my own es
timation | give one of the chief places among marian to the prophet Jeremiah. He was sent of God
to do a most painful duty, which could not bringydonor to him nor win for him the love of those to
whom he ministered. He was sent to prophesy amavitifal and disobedient people, who would reject
his admonitions. Like Cassandra, he spoke truag&liand sad tidings, but he was not believed. He
pleaded with erring Israel—oh, how he pleaded! Iappet is more pathetic than he. | sometimes read
the book right through, and it is a good thing totkat with the books of Scripture, so as to getrtin
of them, and if you will do this with Jeremiah yaill be borne away with the torrents of grief which
swept over the prophet’s soul. Yet how constant steddfast he was in love to the very people who
provoked and persecuted him; how he cries to Gddpoteads with Him on their behalf, as affectionate-
ly as if they had been the most grateful of chitldrand he had been the most rejoicing of parergs. H
was a grand man, that Jeremiah. He was as a mouotaeént, familiar at once with great heights and
profound abysses, deriving force from his deep elg@scof woe. When he penned the words of our text
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his sorrow had come to a climax. They had put mta an underground cistern—I was about to say into
a dry well, only it was not dry. He sank in the enup to the armpits. Reservoirs which at one seaton
the year were filled with water were frequently disg¢ other seasons as dungeons, and poor prisoners
were let down, far beyond all reach of light orstieair, into such horrible pits, which were oftare&-
deep in miry clay. Maybe the time of water floodsuld come on, and the captive would hear the rush-
ing of the waters down the sides of his prison, fead it flowing over the floor into some lower sgs
voir, so it would seem to have been with the proploe he writes, “Waters flowed over my head.” The
prophet's case was deplorable, he was cut off fatinsound of human voice, and let him cry as he
might there was none to have any pity upon himwide alone, forgotten, forsaken, refused by the many
and abhorred by the few who were in power. Doubtlgs spirit sank, and we cannot wonder at it. A
strong-minded, passionate patriot who would haweddis country, saw himself put aside even from
the opportunity to rebuke and to exhort; in thaisrdf national calamity when he felt most necessar

his people he was put away. Then it was that thrd doew near to him. When he was most reproached,
and most persecuted of men, he had the sweetest eéthe nearness of the Lord whom he served. Be-
loved, | think we have read enough of the histdrgod’s dealings with His people to understand that
this is His way—that if He ever is absent from ldeople, it is not in their time of direst need, ahd
ever He does reveals Himself to them as He doesntotthe world, it is when they are forsaken of al
outward consolation, and for His sake are madeetwr kribulation. The tortured martyr, the banished
Puritan, the hunted Covenanter, could each sayy‘tfew near in the day that | called upon You: You
said, Fear not.” The fainting sufferer, the weargrker, the dying believer has each in like manner
joyed in the nearness of the Lord. Is it not wrift&Vhen you pass through the waters, | will behwit
you; and through the rivers, they shall not ovevfigpou: when you walk through the fire you shall not
be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon yeear not; for | am with you: be not dismayed; ffor
am your God"?

Whatever wonder there was in the heart of JeretiahGod should draw near to him, you and |
must have felt even greater wonder whenever Godifasn near to us. We have cried out, like David,
“What is man, that You are mindful of him? And @@ of man that You visit him?” It is to us a stand
ing miracle that the great and glorious and thhoty God should ever come and reveal Himself in a
way of love to us insignificant, dishonored, guiigns of men.

This morning my subject is, firsan explanation of this wonder that God should draw near to us.
And then, secondlyg further enlargement of that wonder. | hope many of us can say, “You drew near in
the day that | called upon You.” May the Holy Sprafresh us while we call this experience to mind.

|. Let us set forth some sort of AN EXPLANATION OF TSHHWONDER. God does draw near to
men. He that fills all things communes with thoskeovare less than nothing and vanity. The Eternal
converses with the creatures of a day. He, whadsriceivable in the majesty of His nature, neverthe
less permits us, who are but dust and ashes, &k spigh Him as a man speaks with his friend. Why is
this? | shall not abate the wonder if | somewhail&r it by mentioning other facts equally wonder-
ful—great things, and unsearchable, drawn fromvist deeps of the divine working.

The first thought | would suggest to you is thr@h have always been in the thoughts of God. As we
are taught by the Word of God, God has always heera singular regard to man. Of the eternal wis-
dom we read, “My delights were with the sons of mé&ong before man was created it was in the eter-
nal purpose that such a singular and speciallyréa’being should be formed, and all things conogrni
covenant purposes and designs were written inbibalk into which angels may not look. | believe that
from of old the creation and the sanctificatioretdfct manhood was the apex of the great pyramildeof
divine purpose, the focus of the divine glory, tfaatwhich all other things were made. There nevas
a time in which God in the thoughts of His hearswat familiar with man. Of old there was a covenan
of peace on man’s behalf, and love everlastingatBct every line. “How precious also are Your
thoughts unto me, O God!” When the time came fon'siactual creation those thoughts began to take a
visible effect. You must have noticed what a dgf@rtone there is in the language of Moses when he
reaches the creation of man. The world, the lightseaven, the trees, the beasts, the birds, shedtart
into life at the almighty bidding, but when it cosn® man a council is convened, and the three psrso
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appear, saying, “Let Us make man.” Here is a cleegeelation of the Godhead, and of the inter-
communion in the divine Unity. It is added, “Let beke man in Our image, after Our likeness.” There
is something of the image and likeness of God lirihat He makes, for the work always bears some
trace of the Worker, but “Our image, after Our tikss,” is not for the lion or the eagle, nor fa ars

or the sun, but only for man. | read not concerrsagaphim, nor any of the angelic hierarchy, thayt
bear the image and the likeness of God, but sowritten of man, “Let Us make man in Our image.”
There was always about man some high intent of i@dhen apparent, and indeed, never seen till He
appeared who is at once God and man. In the creatiman the Lord always had an eye to that Man of
men, the Lord Jesus, up to whom all things leadhénformation of man God widened His communion
with His creatures, He began for the first timéntdd communion with a being who is only in partrspi
itual, and as to a part of his nature is linkechwitaterialism. God communed with Adam, and thereby
placed him in an honor, in which, alas, he contthuet. It was a wonderful thing, that creation of
man—I shall have to tell you a little more aboutefore | have done—nbut in the very fact that mas w
made in so special a manner there was a drawingof€od to man.

Afterwards all the providences of God worked fioe treation and conservation of a chosen seed,
the fetching out and the maintaining of a peopfgasgted from the world—a peculiar people, richly fa
vored, towards whom all the thoughts of God werghts of love. “When the Most High divided to
the nations their inheritance, when He separateddms of Adam, He set the bounds of the people ac-
cording to the number of the children of Israel'e(id 32:8). Whether it was Shem, or Ham, or Japheth,
these and their descendants were sent here amdwhere they might best subserve the interestiseof t
kingdom of God. At this moment the whole conforroatof humanity on the face of the globe bears a
direct relation to the ultimate church of God. Tie and crowns must all be subordinate to the main
purpose of God concerning His elect, it has beed iashall be so, even to the end. Depend updhat;
ultimate result of everything in politics has to dih the eternal purpose of God in reference te Hi
church. Whether there are wars, or rumors of wargamines, or pestilences, whatsoever armies shall
come or go, or dynasties shall rise or fall, alrkgoto the one end. The wheels within wheels, dlldf
eyes, revolve not without purpose, but they mowveagé in a straight line towards this end,—the ac-
complishment of the design of God in reference ® didvn elect. | do not, therefore, wonder that God
should draw near to His people, when | see Him ydwbing so, and when | perceive that they are most
upon His mind and nearest to His heart.

But secondly, remember that God has drawn neangs than we have as yet hinted at, in becoming
tenderly near in nature. There was a day, in the fullness of time, whenSlon of God took our nature
upon Himself. Marvel of marvels! He that made aihgs became a babe at Bethlehem, bore all the
weakness and infirmity of infancy, passed throulgtha growth of boyhood, arrived at a toilsome man
hood, and then finished His life-course. Jesusndidwear a nature like ours, but He bore our actaal
ture—our flesh and blood. Sin is not of the essaieceanhood, and Jesus had no sin, but all thatis
ly manhood belongs to the Son of man, who is atae@r all, God blessed forever.” He became verily
and assuredly man of the substance of His mothelrttais day the next of kin to every believer is th
Lord Jesus Christ. We say of Him sweetly what Nasandl to Ruth concerning Boaz, “The man is near
of kin unto us.” Jesus is our next kinsman. If Irgvén trouble in a foreign land, it would be pleaistn
hear the voice of an Englishman, but it would beremore encouraging to spy out a neighbor, a fellow
citizen of the same town, but most of all it woblel cheering to perceive that a dear friend, a brotn
husband was to the front on our behalf. Such a ae@mdear friend is Jesus to each one of thosEahe
ther has given Him. See, here is your brother, [\, a brother of such tender sensibilities, ahd
such quick sympathies, that in every pang thastéee heart He takes His share! Do you wondergther
fore, that when you call upon Him, He draws neayda? It is not like Him to hide Himself from His
own flesh. It is not like the Son of David to weaheart of stone towards His poor afflicted breathre
His nature is love itself. He will, He must, coneeybu that are in sorrow, and sorrow with you, #ng
cheer your hearts, for not in vain does He wear yaiure, and not in vain in that nature has He suf
fered and died for you.
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Nor is this all, the Lord Jesus wespecially near to His people in the days of His life on earth. He
was no mere observer of men, passing through adstpas an English traveler might pass through Chi-
na or Tartary, seeing everything, but sharing mathit is very beautiful to my mind to reflect uptre
nearness of Christ as man to men, for there ataicanen who by temper, spirit, and behavior are a
long way off from the rest of mankind. Look at yqarinces and your autocrats, they are scarcelyto b
seen with a telescope, they do not appear to lsopeiof like feelings with ourselves. Look at yewr
quisites, your men of pride, your men of pretendeiture, who bear their heads above the clouds. But
Jesus was the most manlike of all men. | could puop to you today the theory that Jesus was an Eng-
lishman, and prove it from many points of His cloéeg, if | did not know that He was of the seed of
Abraham. Jesus of Nazareth is a Jew, but there dewish peculiarity about Him. He is a man in the
broadest, truest sense. It matters not to you owhreg nationality He actually came from, for thesho
cosmopolitan of men was the Christ of God. | kn@wesal excellent men whom | love and revere, but |
despair of imitating them, the color of their vethas a tint in it peculiar to themselves. | ammatie
of such stuff as would ever work up into their fiash admirable though it is. But | never thoughigh
concerning the Lord Jesus. | always feel that g/ dgtace | can become likém. He is infinitely supe-
rior to those admirable friends of whom | have sgggkand yet He is more imitable. The hill is higher
but in His case there are ways and steps whiclieinwihereas in the other case there are crags which
warn us off. | have known good men with whom | singver be thoroughly at home until we meet in
heaven, at least, we shall agree best on earth thiegrgo their way and | go mine. One never feels s
with regard to the all-glorious Lord Jesus. Theue ary is, “Nearer, my Lord, to You. Nearer to Ybu.
He draws us to Himself, and the nearer we comenthie fully we appreciate Him. If Jesus came thus
near to men in His life on earth, do you wondet th@ draws near to them now?

Carefully notice that this was a nearnessiitul men. For, being here on earth, He did not select fo
His companions persons of high religious reputen mbo practiced austerities, or severed themselves
from common life. He went down among the fisherroéalilee; He associated with poor people, un-
cultured and simple-minded. Yes, He dwelt amongsih&ul people, “Then drew near unto Him all the
publicans and sinners for to hear Him.” He ate drathk with them, till men said, “This man receives
sinners, and eats with them.” He made one at tbmlsboard where sat disreputable persons, He ate
what they ate, drank what they drank, and kept aligtinction such as the religious teachers of His
day judged to be decorous and needful. You ané kemers too, and our Redeemer’s nearness to the
sinners of Judea meant nearness to us. Oh, itnsleviul, that blessed nearness of Christ to men and
women. There were no moats and walls separating filim men, but all comers were received, they
advanced right up to His heart unchallenged, arg fipoke into His soul as though they were familiar
friends. Do you think it wonderful that today Jeshsuld draw near unto His own people when they are
in their time of sorrow? | do not. Remembering $heeet familiarities of the Nazarene, it seems @tur
that He should manifest Himself to His own redeenWwah holy adoring gratitude would | say, “You
drew near in the day that | called upon You,” aofaw be exceedingly valued, but not altogetherxune
pected from such a one as the Friend of sinners.

Further, dear friends, Jesus Chaatne still nearer to us in His death. How wonderfully near, Jesus
came to sinful men when He was delivered up toddsmies to suffer death. To die at all was for Him
the closest fellowship with man, for death, say iywa like about it, must always remain a penatty f
sin, and as such our Lord endured it. He did nes plarough death as a necessity of nature, foastno
necessity of nature to Hi, but He died of set pagpfwr the bearing of our sin, and the putting anfy
by the endurance of the death penalty. Just thintk W/ould you have supposed that Christ would eom
SO near to us that He would be found in the felolwsk? Yet there He stood. Do you seek Him? Would
you speak with Him? Will you go to the palace of #ing, asking for Him? If you do, you must enter
the judgment hall, for there He stands bound, amtuand tried. They charge Him with sedition and
blasphemy! “He was numbered with the transgressdfgere had been an entry made in the imperial
registry of His name as a child, born at Bethlehanad now a second registration must be made of Him,
and He is entered in Pilate’s book as a malefactre-of three who on the same day were given up to
be hanged upon crosses for their crimes. He wadeared with the transgressors in so effectual a way
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that He suffered with them. Not only was the regisdbn made, but the decree of Pontius Pilate aas c
ried out—Jesus died in the common place of execuigiween two thieves. They put Him in the mid-
dle because it was the place of pre-eminence, Hejudged to be the chief criminal. In the end o Hi
life, He draws so near us that He dies among trassgrs, “He made His grave with the wicked.” When
they took down the carcasses of the thieves thapved His body also, and His remains were given up
to His friends as the remains of one who had pagedlast penalty of the law. It was not merely in ap
pearance and name that all this was so, for thaogtin ever touched the blessed person of Chriasso
to defile it, and He remains forever one of whora #postle says, “In Him is no sin,” yet there was a
passing over of sin to Him, and by way of imputatlde was justly numbered with transgressors, and
justly put to death with them. “For the transgressof My people was He stricken.” “He bore the @in
many,” He was made “sin for us, who knew no si@at the might be made the righteousness of God in
Him.” This is coming wonderfully near to us. Sinofall things the greatest divider between a H&bd

and an unholy creature, and if Jesus comes asalavdl, leaping over the mountains of transgression
and skipping over the hills of sin, what is to deiHim from His poor, suffering, but sanctified gond-
tified people? | wonder not that it is written, “Warew near in the day that | called upon You.”

He is now in heaven; turn your thoughts up to H@re.In heaven He is still perpetually near us.
Beloved, He has carried our nature into heaven.bby of the Lord Jesus in glory is the same at tha
which was laid in the tomb. He sits on the throhéhe Highest in that humanity which He received of
Mary. The nail prints were visible while He was éafter His resurrection, they are manifest stile
looks like a Lamb that has been slain.” His woufaisver remind the saints of His finished sacrifice
And what is He in heaven? He is there as our Reptagve. He is member of heaven’s high Parliament
for the sons of men, and He holds His seat as $iels head over all things to His church, whicHlis
body, the fullness of Him that fills all in all. Véhis He doing in heaven? He is not only repreagniis,
but He is preparing a place for us, making a nichieeaven for you, a place in heaven for me, ahd al
the while He is continually offering intercessiar His people. “He bore the sin of many, and made i
tercession for the transgressors,” wherefore “Hable also to save them to the uttermost that aame
God by Him, seeing He ever lives to make intercgs$or them.” Oh, You blessed risen Christ, | am
not astonished that You do come even to my bedsiug,make the watches of the night bright to me
with the glory of Your presence, since even thdisuties of heaven and all the sonnets of the damp
cannot take Your mind off for a single moment fr¥wur own chosen people. Remember how our Lord
said of old—“For Zion's sake will I not hold My pee, and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not rest, uhtel
righteousness thereof goes forth as brightnessthandalvation thereof as a lamp that burns”? Abvay
bearing our names upon His breastplate, alwayslthelgous as engraved upon His hands, He is con-
stantly so near to us that He cannot be nearer.

| have thus shown you, | think, why Jesus so fgattews near to us at the voice of our cry, but
there is one more matter of which | would speakl #rat is so deep and mysterious that | would espe-
cially seek the guidance of the Spirit of God befbspeak upon it. Far be it from me to set foréren
imaginations. | would only speak as the Scriptuegrants me. Jesus may well come near to His people,
for there is a mystical union which ensures it. A divine doctrine, this, of which Paul says, “$hs a
great mystery, but | speak concerning Christ ardctiurch,” and this in relation to the marriageomni
As sometimes in the worship of the heathen thegdgriFar hence, you profane,” for only the initcte
might draw near to that special mystery, so | feelined when | am speaking upon this to warn dff a
wanton ears and careless minds. There is a uniomebe Christ and His church which can only be
shadowed out by the union between a husband arititles | scarcely dare speak of it in words; is@s
holy and divine. It has been said and thought, lathehk correctly, that though Adam and Eve fell by
the same sin, yet they came to it by different wdeul tells us in his epistle to Timothy that “Ada
was not deceived, but the woman being deceivedinvéise transgression.” She fell by being tempted
and misled. But why did Adam eat? Was it not prdp&tom excessive love of the creature, a love of
his wife beyond his God, as great a sin as ther @iheé perhaps more deliberate?

Milton, we believe, was no dreamer when he picdukdam as meeting Eve after she had eaten the
forbidden fruit, and saying to her—
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“I with you have fixed my lot,

Certain to undergo like doom:

If death consorts with you,

Death is to me as life;

So forcible within my heart | feel

The bond of Nature draw me to my own;

My own in you, for what you are is mine;

Our state cannot be severed; we are one,

One flesh. To lose you were to lose myself.”
It was a desperate thing for Adam to do, to disdtieyMaker and defy His wrath, but he felt he was s
one with her that he would share her destiny. Wili now think of Him who is called the Second Ad-
am? He could not sin, nor in any shape or form mecpartaker with iniquity, but when that church of
His, which was His bride, that God had given Hinb&His forever, had fallen, He resolved to mamtai
the bond which bound Him to her, and to suffettad penalties which would inevitably follow—

“Yes, said the Lord, with her I'll go,

Through all the depths of pain and woe,

And on the cross will even dare

Her bitter cup of death to share.”
And so, never polluted, never Himself a sinner,ougtof infinite love, that love bottomed upon dare
nal, mystical union between Himself and His eldog great Head of the church came and deliberately
took our nature and all the consequences of outlsh He might be one with us forever. He went dow
to the depths with us, that He might bring us up the heights with Himself, that there His entledn
bride should be forever with Him, a queen moreigles than eternity had ever seen. The church was
taken out of the side of Christ, and in her cageay be fitly said, “The woman is of the man. Tham
is the image and glory of God: but the woman isgluey of the man.” Christ and His church are no
longer two, but one by a strange, mysterious umvbich He thus describes, “I in them, and they in
Me.” Who shall separate what God has joined tog@thw do you wonder that Jesus draws near unto
His people? | should marvel if He did not, for wd@any of us wish to be away when our dear spouse is
suffering? When her heart is heavy is not ours ¢@®? In a true, conjugal love, such as | trushyna
of you feel, there is a degree not merely of sirtifaand of communion, but even of identity between
the two that have become one. Now, we that areegbimto the Lord are one spirit, one by eternal un-
ion, and He must, therefore, draw near to us irag @ sympathy and fellowship.

Il. 1 have tried to set forth this mystery as bestr;gaow | ask your attention for the few minutes
that remain to THE WONDER ITSELF. What | have saidkes it less surprising, and yet fills us with
greater surprise. In one respect it makes it natdedul, but in others it makes it more wonderfudn
ever, that God Himself in Christ should draw neans.

In desiring you to notice the wonder itself | wduemind you, first, thaby no meansis this wonder
at all contrary to expectation, when expectation is founded upon an enlightenerstanding. It is nat-
ural, it is necessary, that Christ should come tearpeople whom He loves so well. Love is ativact
It may be that absence makes the heart grow fobdél fond heart hates absence as it hates e fie
and so the heart of Christ tolerates not the ateseht¢he beloved, and will not have it either, foe
blood of Christ gives access to Christ, and thethafaChrist out of which that blood comes is never
content until there is constant, intimate, unbrofalowship between the redeemed and the Redeemer.
Do you not hear Him say, “Father, | will that thago, whom You have given Me, be with Me where |
am”? | say it is a great wonder that God shouldlbwigh men, but it is not a wonder contrary to exp
tation.

But, dear friends, if you have ever enjoyed tliexmunion, let me help you to describe it, that you
may wonder at itWhat is the manner in which God draws near to His people in their time of trouble?

At times He draws near to us by a secret strengtbesf us to bear up when we are under pressure. We
may have no marked joys, nor special transportsgbiet, calm, subdued joy rules the spirit. To my
mind, the best of states is the deep calm whichesoofi the peace of God which passes all understand-
ing. | care not so much for brilliant and gaudyered joys, your neutral tints of quiet joy suit syul’s
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eyes far better. | will not ask to see the sun ahoe, but | will be content to feel that “underineate

the everlasting arms.” Do you not remember thatnwthe burden came you feared it, but did not fgel i
for the shoulder had grown stronger; when the rmaade which you dreaded so terribly, it turned out t
be no need at all, for He who refused the meal edswoved the hunger, He who denied the garment
took away the cold. The secret sustenance of thiebgoGod is very precious. It is not observed @&mm

but therein the saints are made to magnify thedn.@tat unseen casting on of oil upon the fire,ifeéh
the wall, is what we need, and it is a very chagmay of the Lord’s drawing near to us in the tiofe
trouble.

Furthermore, the good Lord often vouchsafes togdigple in their time of great pain and weakness
and weariness a doubly vivid sense of His lovis ot merely that they believe in that love agtfied
it recorded, though that is a very delightful mgtteit they feel this love in the delight of it. @hknow
beyond all doubt, and they feel beyond all questitide loved me, and gave Himself for me.” The ala-
baster box which they were accustomed to hold finmlthe hand of faith is now broken by love, and
poured out by enjoyment, so that the smell whick before latent now perfumes all the soul. It i;wo
derful what you can bear in suffering, and what gan go through in labor, when “a secret something
sweetens all,” that secret something the love af.G&ads dark, it is very dark. “No,” says that gmspir-
it that dwells behind the eyes, “I see clearly ltloed’s wisdom and love even in this dispensatidhi$
cold and chill. “No,” says the soul, “I am warmeadacomforted by the love of Jesus, the fire of love
burns within me, | am even consumed therewith.”yida know what it is to have the love of God shed
abroad in your soul by the Holy Spirit? If so, thesu know what it is for God to draw near in theyda
when you call upon Him.

At such times the Lord grants us a sensible agsaraf His sympathy with us. We feel that every
stroke of the rod comes distinctly from a Fathé@asd, which does not afflict willingly. We look uigto
His face, and feel that like as a father pitiesdhigdren so does He pity us. We enter into theosoiof
our Father’s heart while He is causing us griethwgreater grief to Himself. We come to feel whasi
to be bound up in the bundle of life with the Latanself. Extraordinary expression, is it not, where
said, “The soul of my lord shall be bound in theadble of life with the Lord your God.” We are joined
unto the Lord, and know it by feeling His heart to@&h our heart. It is a high degree of grace ¢osb
in sympathy with God in His afflicting us that weowld not have Him cease for our crying; let Him
continue to do His will even though He cross oufswiet our vine be pruned, yes, as sharp as reay b
till it bleeds again, if the vinedresser sees thas the clusters will be multiplied. Whenever yget
there you will have well-near reached the end afrychastisement, it has already produced the dkesire
fruit.

The Lord draws near to His people’s souls sometibhea very speedy and remarkable deliverance
out of the trouble under which they groan. He ceawdnear to you when you are plunged in poverty,
and He can suddenly lift you to competence. Wheasryhing goes against you He can in a moment
raise up a friend. When it appears that no chanchange can set you free He can Himself be your de
liverer. Did He not bring up Joseph out of the gmiand set him on the throne of Pharaoh? He can do
the same with you if He wills, before your sun gase down. Nothing is impossible with God. The de-
liverances which He has vouchsafed to His peoméepnly in ancient times, but in modern times, are
such as to make us feel we dare not doubt, mushdespair. “Trust you in the Lord forever: for iret
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.”

| am not quite done, | want you to notice the t&gain, will you, please? If you will look at it yo
will notice that in the record there seems tastree surprise concerning the memorable graciousness of
God. “You drew near in the day that | called upon Yothen | suppose, there were other days in which
he had not called upon God, or at least had na@ donso memorably; but in the first day when lechl
upon You, You drew near to me. Does not that gwe tint, as if he said, “I had neglected my God, |
had failed to apply to Him, my faith had been gs)dmit as soon as ever | awoke the Lord drew mear t
me.” Come, then, you that have treated the Lordybad not stand back through guilty shame. Though
you believe not, He abides faithful, He cannot deliimself. All your sins and all your wanderings bav
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not alienated His great heart from you. Return mégg&ly and begin again, begin from this day, aod y
shall find that He will at once bless you.

There seems to me to also bé&ata Bene here, a kind of hand in the margin to point the
promptness of God. “You drew near in the day that | called upon Yetthe very day he called God
came, no sooner the prayer than the answer. Oléissed quickness of God. When David cried to
Him, he says, “He rode upon a cherub and did #g, e did fly upon the wings of the wind.” No pace
is too swift for God to come to the deliveranceHi$ people. He is slow to anger, but He is swift in
mercy. Try it, you downcast and broken-hearted ptrgst today, and then come and tell us if inst
s0. “You drew near in the day that | called uporuYa shall expect to see some of you coming fodvar
to join the church, saying, “It was so, sir. | rmoeer began to pray than the Lord appeared to rae, H
brought me up also out of the horrible pit, and afuthe miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, bied
has put a new song into my mouth, and establishedamgs.”

One thing more, obsenrthe extreme tenderness of all this. “You drew near in the day that | called
upon You, and said, Fear not.” You remember thet téle gives liberally, and upbraids not™? Here is
an illustration of it. Why, | should have thoughat when God came near to Jeremiah, He would have
said to him, “O you of little faith, wherefore didbu doubt?” It would have been a very gentle rebuke
but | should have expected as much as that. AttlekiflLord had come to Jeremiah and said, “You ne-
glected to call upon Me, and therefore you felbithis trouble,” who would have wondered? But no,
the Lord’s whole thoughts were about His dear ¢laltl He said nothing to him to wound him, but eve-
rything to comfort him. Tenderly He cried, “Feart¥iorou mothers leave your children for a little to
play together when you are at work in the housd, @esently you hear a crash and a cry. One of the
children has met with a heavy fall. He was climbigere he ought not to have gone and he has had a
serious tumble. One child cries, “Mother, Johnnilked!” Well, you know if you inquired into the
matter you would find that Johnny deserved blaméybu do not inquire. You rush to pick him up, you
notice that bruise on his forehead, you are fedoiuhis legs and arms, and you are ready to &sniou
notice that he is bleeding. Do you scold him? Ab, you fall to kissing the poor child, his fault is
passed by, you only think of his pain, your onlywcern is about him. And so it is with our gracious
God. He comes to His poor, suffering, downcast [ie@nd what He says to them is not—"You should
not have done so and so, this is very wrong of youst terribly correct you.” No, but He says, dfe
not, | have forgiven you, and | will deliver youRemember the father in the parable when the prbdiga
came back? Did he lecture him upon his immoraftiBgd he say a word about his ingratitude and fol-
ly? He did not notice his pimpled face, and poinhis blotches as the result of his excess in wiitle
his riotous companions. He did not point to hissragd tell him that these came from his degenerate
expenditure. No, he said not a word of upbraidimg, only, “Bring forth the best robe, and put it on
him; put a ring on his hands and shoes on his’fébat is just what the heavenly Father will do aay
if we call upon Him, therefore let us call upon Himtruth from this moment, before we leave the pew
and may the Lord cause us before long to say, “di@w near in the day that | called upon You, and
You said unto me, Fear not.” God bless you deanfls, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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