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“Thus says the Lord God, | will yet for this be ingred of by the house of Israel,
to do it for them; | will increase them with menke a flock. As the Holy flock, as the
flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shiilé waste cities be filled with
flocks of men: and they shall know that | am the tah”

Ezekiel 36:37, 38.

MULTIPLICATION is a very ancient form of blessinghe first benediction pronounced upon man
was of this sort, for we read in the first chamieGenesis, “And God blessed them, and God said unt
them: Be fruitful and multiply and replenish therted That same blessing was pronounced, again,
when God accepted His servant Noah, and enterecavenant with him. We read in Genesis 9:1 that
“God blessed Noah and his sons and said unto therfruitful and multiply and replenish the earth.”
This also constituted a main part of the blessimsed to faithful Abraham. In Genesis 22:17, and
many other places, we read to this effect, “In &ileg | will bless you, and in multiplying | will mitiply
your seed as the stars of heaven, and as the daok i upon the seashore, and your seed shalep®ss
the gate of his enemies.” This was the blessinGad’s chosen people, a blessing which all the raalic
of Pharaoh could not turn aside, for the more #raelites were oppressed, the more they multiplied.
David, in the 10¥ Psalm uses the expression, “He blesses them,salgbat they are multipiied great-
ly” (v 38), so that, clearly, increase of numberdamilies and nations was anciently regarded tagen
of divine favor.

In a spiritual sense this is the blessing of therch of God. When the church is visited by the gow
of the Holy Spirit, she is increased on every si#aen a church, in the midst of a vast populatren,
mains stationary in numbers, or even becomes smatleman can see in such a condition the marks of
God’s blessing. Certainly it would be a novel sarbenediction, for the first blessing, the blegsof
Pentecost, resulted in 3,000 being added to theckhin one day! And we find afterwards that, “The
Lord added to the church daily such as should kedsdWe read in the Acts of the Apostles that the
churches, “walking in the fear of the Lord and e tomfort of the Holy Spirit, were multiplied.” Ex
since those early days, when the Lord has beenhigtlpeople, they have increased in numbers. Their
children have sprung up as among the grass andlaw/svby the water courses. When they have been
“diminished and brought low,” it has been becalsy thave departed from the truth of God or losirthe
first love. The result is the clearness of gospstimony has been dimmed, spirituality has beenlaiy
ebb, the Holy Spirit has been despised and He dsseaded His operations—and the church has dwin-
dled down till she has had little more than a namkve. But as soon as the Lord has returned to he
she has become a fruitful mother and her child@velcried out, “the place is too strait for us,egiv
place to us that we may dwell.” When the Lord hest $orth His power with the preaching of the gos-
pel, converts have been as innumerable as the dfdphe dew and as the sands upon the seashase! It
plain that one of the blessings which we, as aathwhould seek with all our hearts is that of rral
increase. The entire church of God should lookterdaily multiplication of the spiritual seed. \Wave
the promise of it in the text, but there is appehtieit this condition, “I will yet for this be ingred of
by the house of Israel to do it for them: | wilchease them with men like a flock.” Every true Ghan
desires to see the church increase. At any rateould pity the man who thinks himself a Christzend
yet has no such wish. “Let the whole earth bedilgth His glory,” is the natural aspiration of eye
child of God! And if any man has persuaded himget heis a child of God and yet does not desire to
see the glory of the Lord made manifest by the ewsion of multitudes, | pity the condition of hisdrt
and of his understanding. | trust we all feel theswnary spirit. | trust we all long to see thaddom
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of the Lord come and to see the converts in Zioftiplied. But God has appended to the granting of
our desire that we shouptay for it—we must plead and inquire—or else the iaseewill be withheld.

Why has the Lord thus made prayer the necessahlyda to blessing? He has done so in greaty
to our souls. The Lord knows how beneficial itasus to be much in prayer, and therefore, He makes
easy for us to draw near to Him. He affords us &itade of reasons for approaching the mercy sedt a
gives us errands which may be used as argumentetprent petitioning. When one knocks at a man’s
door it is a good thing to have some business tdatdhen one knocks boldly. If the porter opens a
inquires, “Why did you come here?” we can replyptd sir, | came on an important errand,” and so we
are bold to remain at the door. Now, as the Loke$oto commune with His people, He takes care to
give them errands upon which they must come to Mifa.need never be afraid that we shall be interro-
gated at the gate of mercy and this stern quegtivn“What are you doing here?” for we have always
some reason for praying! Indeed, every promisensed into a reason for prayer, because the promise
is not to be granted to us till we have pleaded the mercy seat!

Moreover, if | may say so, God has, in memmynpelledus to prayer by making the pleading neces-
sary for the blessing. We must pray! We are unblkssless we pray, and therefore, our necessities
drive us to the mercy seat. Though we may be sarogvace and so unspiritual that we may feeldittl
positive enjoyment, for the moment, in prayer, yety we must. A sacred compulsion lies upon us aris
ing from our vast necessities. We thank God, thteat, He gives us reasons for coming, yes, layseast
upon us so that we are compelled to draw near Idimto Now, let the desire that the church should be
increased, which, as | have already said, dwelthenbosom of every child of God, act as a mighty i
pulse to drive us to earnest, prevailing prayerjffave are driven to this, the church shall be tiplied
exceedingly.

This is the object of the discourse of this mogni® Spirit of grace and supplications, be now upon
us that we may be saturated with the spirit of griy shall thus speak upon the textthy should we
awaken ourselves to the inquiry of which the t@eak® “For this will | be inquired of.” Nexthow
should such a duty as this be performédte text will afford us a guide. And, thirdlgn what ground
can any Christian be excused from the doftyiniting with his brothers and sisters in inguogiat the
hand of the Lord for a blessing?

[. WHY SHOULD WE AWAKEN OURSELVES TO THIS INQUIRY AT HE HANDS OF THE
LORD? | do not put this question to you becaudenkt that many of you need instruction as to the ne
cessity for prayer, but because it is good tolgtiryour pure minds by way of remembrance upon this
point. The first reason | shall give is this, beswmitiis a great privilege to be allowed to inquire thie
hands of the LordYou will see this very vividly if you turn to the0" chapter of this prophecy, and
read the third verse, “Son of man, speak unto littere of Israel, and say unto them, Thus says td L
God, Are you come to inquire of Me? As | live, sdlge Lord God, | will not be inquired of by you.”
Look again at the 3lverse of the same chapter, “For when you offer yifts, when you make your
sons to pass through the fire, you pollute youeshvith all your idols, even unto this day: andlisha
be inquired of by you, O house of Israel? As | lisays the Lord God, | will not be inquired of bguwy”
What a solemn curse, to be denied an audience®othi How terrible a punishment it is when God
shuts the gates of prayer and declares, “I will m®tinquired of by you: when you spread forth your
hands | will hide My face from you; yes, when yoaka many prayers | will not hear.” A people may
get into such a condition of sin, such a willfuhtst of alienation from God, and disobedience to His
commands, that He may say, “I will not be inquicédy you.” Now, suppose for a moment that it were
my painful duty to stand here and say, “Brotherd sisters, it is of no use our praying. The meests
has been abolished! God, in His anger, has bidvibeiator lay aside His office, and supplicatiomes
longer to be heard.” What wringing of hands, whaeping of hearts as well as eyes if it were, indeed
true that prayer was denied to the people of Gbdlak a fair token for good when Ezekiel was bid to
say that God had now taken away the curse fronpelple. And though He had said earlier, “I will not
be inquired of by you,” yet now, under the covenaingrace, having forgiven their sins, He merciull
proclaimed, “Thus says the Lord, For this will | inguired of by the house of Israel to do it foerttn”

As you would be struck with horror if you were faitden to pray, so | beseech you use the privildge o
prayer while you may. If only some half dozen meal Ipermission to speak into the ear of God, how
you would venerate them! How you would wish to Ine of their number! If a small chosen band were

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 22




Sermon #1304 Inquire of the Lord 3

set apart who, alone, might ask in faith—and to nvhalone, the promise would be fulfilled, “Ask what
you will and it shall be done unto you™—how wouldwenvy them their high privilege! Since, then, at
this time you arall, if you are the people of God, made to be a rpy@sthood and the mercy seat is
open to every believer, take care that you do mepide your birthright. To each one of you the psem
is given, “He that seeks finds, and to him thatdksoit shall be opened.” Is not this sufficientsea
why we should awake ourselves to use the privilelgieh the Lord accords us?

Secondlyprayer is also to be looked upon as a preciousdjithe Spirit of God as well as a great
privilege Wherever the spirit of prayer exists, it is watka the heart by the Holy Spirit Himself. And
when the text says, “For this will | be inquired”at is a promise that meshall inquire! It is by virtue
of covenant promises and covenant grace that neemade to pray, for the Lord has said, “I will pour
out upon the house of David, and upon the inhatatahJerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplic
tions.” Every child of God who understands anythkmpws that real prayer is “the breath of God in
man returning from where it came.” It first confesm God, and then it goes back to God. The Spirit
knows what the mind of God is and He writes thedvoh God upon our mind. And thus the desire of
the believer is the transcript of the decree of Gl therefore the success of prayer. Well, naathb
ers and sisters, if united, earnest, hearty inqoirthe Lord is a covenamjift and a work of the Spirit,
we dare not despise it, but we should earnestly after it! When we obtain a measure of prayerfafne
we ought to cultivate it and seek to make it graamradantly. Covenant gifts are always to be eampestl
coveted, for they are “the best gifts.” Remembeatdlood it was which sealed that covenant and made
it sure to all the elect! You cannot look upon @een of the inheritance which the covenant entgilsn
the saints without feeling that it cost the Redeehis heart’'s blood. Forsake not, then, the assagbl
of yourselves together in prayer as the manneowiesis! Neither neglect the mercy seat in private,
fail to inquire at the Lord’s hand, for supplicatics a covenant gift, and must not be despisednlyy a
heir of heaven.

These are two forcible arguments, but here ishamotn the third place we must pray becatisea
necessary work in order to obtain the blessihbe church of God is to be multiplied, but, “Thaesys
the Lord God, I will yet for this be inquired ofRemember that this is virtually written at the battof
every promise. God said, “I will do this or thalbyit it is understood th&br this He will beinquired of.
Doubtless we receive many unasked for favors, leirdile of the kingdom is, “He that asks, receives.
This rule applies even to the King of the kingdd#imself—“Ask of Me,” said God to His own Son,
“and | will give You the heathen for Your inheritaa and the uttermost parts of the earth for Yas-p
session.” | must, then, brothers and sisters, @xfwar to be much in inquiring at the Lord’s hands;
cause countless blessings are suspended upondirasexof prayer. Imagine, for a moment, that these
blessings should not come. Suppose that month rafteth the particular blessing of the text showdd b
withheld. Into what a state of mind would everyrest Christian be brought! No increase—we come to
the Communion Table but report no additions. Nadrteehold church meetings, for there are no confes-
sions of faith to be heard and no converts are rgrfarward to tell of the power of divine Love! Sup
pose that such a state of stagnation should cantimanth after month with u®ind why shouldn’t & It
has done so with many others. Then as one aftehanof the ripe children of God went to heaven,
there would be gaps in the church roll and nonepdéace them. There would be none to be baptized fo
the dead—none to stand in those places in the rimoks which the pious dead have been removed.
May these eyes never look on such a calamity! Mey tongue be spending its strength among the
choirs above long before such a night shall sdttlen! You may well write, “Ichabod,” across theder
front of this house of prayer whenever that shallfbr the glory will have departed! Up to this mamh
we have never had to sigh and cry because the hasdeft us without an increase. But only suppose
that the benediction should be withdrawfou can causeit to be withdrawn, if you will, by ceasing
prayer. Only let the cry which goes up to God acwndily from thousands of earnest hearts cease for a
while and it will be a token that thBessinghas also ceased! Only as long as there shallidetfuiring
at the hand of the Lord can we expect that He dallas He has done, namely, multiply us with men as
with a flock. Inquire, therefore, eagerly, becatiseblessing is suspended on it.

Next, we ought to have much of this inquiry beedtiss a business which is, above all others, re-
munerative Look at the text—"I will yet for this be inquireaf by the house of Israel, to do it for them;
| will increase them with men like a flock.” That & beautiful idea of a multitude. You have, peshap
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seen an immense flock, a teeming concourse of egatgd life. Such shall the increase of the church
be! But then it is added, to enhance the bless&gthe holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem ir Bel-
emn feasts.” This, to the Jewish mind, conveyedeatgdea of numbers! At the three great feasts of
Pentecost, the Passover and the Feast of Tabesndwatelsraelites were accustomed to offer saesfic
in vast numbers, and therefore, lambs and sheep bveught into Jerusalem in such enormous numbers
that without a book before me, | should not likemiention the figures which have been put down by
Josephus and others. We read of Solomon’s offefaimghundred and twenty thousand sheep.” And of
17,000 sheep offered in a single day in Hezeki@ihis! We may, therefore, imagine what the need was
in our Savior’s day that there should be a sheefkehay the Pool of Bethesda, for there would bedne
of immense pens for such numerous flocks. Then nlgh city be described in the language of Isaiah
when he said, “All the flocks of Kedar shall belgaed together unto you, the rams of Nebaioth shall
minister onto you; they shall come up with accepganpon My altar.” Now, said the Lord, | will not
only multiply you as the sheep are multiplied u@imaron and Carmel, but as the flocks in Jerusalem
when they come together from every quarter on solfrast days, by hundreds and by thousands! You
shall ask, “Who are these that fly as a cloud antha doves to their windows?” The Lord will mulyip
the people beyond all count! There is this adddldmeauty about the promise, that the sheep which
were brought to Jerusalem on the solemn feasts nagrenly numerous, but they were the best sheep in
the land because no animal could be offered to vdadh had any blemish. The priests were peculiarly
careful to select the lambs for the Passover aadsliieep for the sacrifice. And they were always the
pick of the flock, the choice sheep of all the He®of Palestine. What a mercy when the Lord muéspl
the church with a holy flock, as the flock of Jexi@n on her solemn feast days! Then, not only were
they the choice of the flock, but they were all secrated to God, for they were brought to Jerusalem
on purpose, to be sacrificed. O happy church wheckeives a host of self-sacrificing members who do
not come to the church in name, only, but to pretiezir bodies a living sacrifice unto God—to place
body, soul and spirit at the feet of Jesus, and“¥aurs are we, Son of David, and all that we have

See, then, what can be had by inquiring for itbrEhis will | be inquired of.” And what is the,
“this,” which is spoken of? Why that God will gives a numerous people, a choice people, His own
elect and they shall all be consecrated unto Hiin$bky shall give themselves, first, to the Loashd
afterwards to us by the Word of God. This is tchbad by praying for it! Ah, my Lord, how foolish are
we not to pray more! Your church has her societies agencies and so on, and she has, perhapsdlook
to these more than to You. But You are our battlesad weapons of war! You can multiply the people
and increase the joy! You can fill the quiver oé tbhurch with spiritual children and thus make her
blessed! To You, only, can we look for this favbdty soul, wait only upon God, for my expectation is
from Him. The Lord is a man of war, the Lord is H&me! His right hand and His holy arm have gotten
Him the victory. Therefore, O house of Israel, imguat the hands of the Lord and a boundless Inigssi
shall come!

| don’t think | need to say that it is necessamyus to pray, becauskee results of prayer, as | have
already described them, are such as greatly gldafd Kindly read the last sentence of the text. It is
important—"And they shall know that | am the LordVhen a church is largely increased with choice
persons thoroughly consecrated, then the churctv&nanew, that there is a God in Israel! The world,
also, opens its eyes with wonder and admits theetls something in prayer, after all! When thegkin
dom of God is largely increased in answer to prageare is a wonderful power abroad to answer the
arguments of skeptics and to silence the ribaldryngodly tongues. “This is the finger of God,” yhe
say. How bitterly they ridiculed Whitefield and Weg when they first begun to preach the blessed gos
pell They were fanatics and enthusiasts, disturliregpeace of the land! They were Jesuits, Jacobite
and | do not know what they wenet—but everything conceivable that is bad! But whiea tord put
power into these men, and multiplied their adherdnyt tens of thousands, then presently the world
changed its tune and dreaded and feared those wWieynhad formerly despised. So it is now! If we do
not pray, if we grow cold in heart and the blessmwithdrawn, then the worldly wise begin to sédy,
is an old, effete doctrine, proclaimed by the laisthe Puritans—it is dying out.” But as soon asrev
they see God blessing us, the multitudes comingtihey and the church growing to be a power in the
land, they like it none the better, but they arkgell to respect it! Oh, that the Lord would stiuyup as
a church to pray and do the same with all the diegof the land! This would smite His enemies upon
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the cheekbone and silence His adversaries! Thidduoaifle the scorner, infidel, the harlot, ritusah,
and make both skepticism and superstition acknayeebat in the grand old gospel of Jesus there stil
resides the omnipotence of the Lord God.

Il. Secondly, let us answer the question—HOW SHOULDS BUTY BE PERFORMED? First, it
should beby the entire body of the churchet us turn to our Bibles and read the text agdiror this
will | be inquired of by"—By the ministers? By tledders? By the little number of good people who al-
ways come together to pray? Look! Look carefulBy the house of Israel. That is by thavhole com-
panyof the Lord’s people! To obtain a great incredssd must benanimougprayer—prayer from the
whole house of Israel! Everyone must join withoxiteption. Where two or three are met together there
will be an answer of peace. The prayer of one pievBut if ever the house of Israel, the whole pam
ny of the faithful, shall get together in prayehn, ghen we shall see the multiplication of sairgsle
flock of Jerusalem on her solemn feasts! But it nalt be till then. When Israel was defeated atohe
of the reasons of their failure was that there amsbominable thing in the tent of Achan. But aapoth
cause of defeat was this that they said, “Let Hidha people labor there.” A part of the peoplerevo
go and take Ai, and the rest were to lie at eaBe.church of God will always have ill times so laga
few people are left to do what should be done byhal redeemed. The whole house of Israel must be-
siege Al, if Ai is to be taken! The whole army bktliving God must bend the knees together andiplea
with God if any great victory is to be achieved.

Next, the successful way to inquire of the Lordoisthe church tdake personal interest in the mat-
ter. “Thus said the Lord God; | will yet for this beguired of by the house of Israel, to ddoit them”
When the people feel that the conversion of sautheir own personal affair. When the Sunday school
teachers feel that the multiplication of the chustiould be something done by them. And when each
Christian laborer feels that he has a personalesten the saving of souls, then will the Lord’en be
done on a great scale! Brothers and sisters, wihertdse of poor sinners beconoes case and our
heart cries, “I will break unless those souls aeesl,” then we are sure to succeed! If the sinnknat
repent, let us breabur hearts about him. Let us go and tell the Lordsims and mourn over them as if
they were our own! If men will not believe, let oy, faith, bring them before God and plead His prom
ise forthem If we cannot get them to pray, let us pfaythem, and intercede on their behalf—and in
answer toour repentance they shall be made to repent! In answeur faith they shall be led to be-
lieve! And in reply toour prayers they shall be moved to pray! The Lord ségwill do it, but He will
have us seek it asp@rsonalfavor, that thus our souls may be made earndsisicause.

The blessing will come, in the third placethe prayer of a dependent chur@ee how it is put—*I
will yet for this be inquired of by the house ofdsl, to do it for them.” That is to say, they wilbt
dream of being able to do it for themselves, but apply to God for it. Christian men should never
speak of getting up a revival. Where are you gdmget it up from? | do not know any place from
which you can get it up except a place which ibaster to have no connection with. We must bring a
revival downif it is to be worth having! We must inquire okthord to do it for us. Too often the temp-
tation is to inquire for an eminent revivalist, sk whether a great preacher could not be induzed t
come. Now, | do not object to inviting soul-winnipgeachers, or to any other plans of usefulness. Bu
our main business is to inquire of the Lord, fdtemall, He, alone, can give the increase! Suppose
collect a crowd of people, what of that? It isreefthing to put in the papers, but what is the gofadl if
it ends there? Suppose we have large servicesernd &xcitement—and the whole thing ends in a pack
of moonshine—where is the glory to God? On the reopt His name is dishonored and His church is
discouraged from making special attempts. But wtherholy workbegins in prayercontinuesn pray-
er andeverythingis confessedly dependent upon gwaver of Godthen the blessing is, indeed, worth
having! Inquire of the Lord to multiply you and yeuill be multiplied! We must wait upon God, con-
scious that we can do nothing of ourselves—and wst ook to the Holy Spirit as the only power for
the conversion of souls. If we pray in this depetideay we shall obtain an overflowing answer.

Again, the way to obtain the promised blessinthat the prayer must be offerbg an anxious, ob-
servant, enterprising churciifhe expression used, “I will be inquired of,” ihgs that the people must
think and ask questions, must argue and plead ®@aith. It is well to ask Him why He has not given the
blessing and to urge strong reasons why He shauddo so. We should quote His promises to Him,
tell Him of our great need—and then come back,raga asking, inquiring and pleading our cause.

Volume 22 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 5




6 Inquire of the Lord Sermon #1304

Such a pleading church will win a blessing beyoldaubt! It must be a church which remembers the
waste places. The text puts it in the promise &antust not be forgotten in the prayer—"The waste ci
ies shall be filled with flocks of men.” A churchhieh anxiously remembers the departments of service
which are not succeeding; a church which casteadly eye over other churches which may be fajling
and takes careful notice of those places wher&ghet of God does not seem to be at work—and men-
tions all those in prayer—is the church to which gromise is made! | pray the Lord to give you,rdea
brothers and sisters, heartbreak over sinners wemes do not break. | pray He will give you palnf
anxiety for those who are not anxious. In fact, fed make all the members of this church into anx-
ious inquirers. When the saved ones are anxiousrerg, themselves, there will be plenty of anxious
inquirers brought from the world! The way to haweuiring sinners is for us to become inquiring
saints! When the saints inquire of the Lord, thmers will ask their way to Zion with their facesrted
there! Every prayer meeting ought, as a matteactf, to be an inquirers’ meeting, where true hdasts
hold the beauty of the Lord and inquire in His téenp

If we are to obtain the blessing in answer to erathat prayer must be offered by a believing
church Oh that we did believe God’s promise! The Lorgssdl will be inquired of, to do it for them.”
But unbelieving inquiries are only a mockery of Gétbw few really believe in prayer! | was reading,
the other day, that the Chinese converts of thenthMission have shown a feature of piety whichat
very common. When they learned that God would Ipeayer, they wanted to be always praying, be-
cause, they said, “If it is so, that the great Gedrs prayer, let us ask for a great deal.” Weatomon-
der, therefore, that they have received answersraarkable to their believing prayers that the raiss
ary scarcely cares to narrate them, lest to unlmfiethey should seem to be as idle tales! Indeied,
fears are not at all unreasonable, for in otheesése written lives of praying men have been vinexde
ly mistrusted. Huntingdon’s “Bank of Faith” has beealled a bank of nonsense, yet | believe him to
have been a thoroughly honest recorder of factjaitd incapable of a lie. When they read the stbry
Sammy Hick and his turning the wind by prayer, nmetsons are dubious, but why? Bread was needed
for a religious meeting, and no flour could be fdufor the mill could not go without wind. Hick tko
his bag of corn to the miller and bade him grind‘But there is no wind, Sammy,” said the miller.
“Never mind, there will be if you only put the coimto the hopper.” It was put in, the wind grouihe t
wheat and then it ceased. “Ah,” people say, “tkah iMethodist story.” Yes, it is, and there are ynan
others of the same kind! And some of us have hacdhthappen to ourselves. Answers to prayer do not,
now, appear to us to be contrary to the laws afineat-it seems to us to be the greatest of all tvs [af
nature that the Lord must keep His promises and Heapeople’s prayers! Gravitation and other laws
may be suspended, but this cannot be! “Oh,” sags ‘Brcannot believe that.” No, and so your prayers
are not heard! You must have faith, for if faithaissent, you lack the very backbone and soul ofgora
Oh, for mighty faith! If we once behold a churcHefil with real active faith, exercised in believing
prayer to the living God, the God of Israel, welsbae the churches multiplied with men as with a
flock!

lll. We are now to seek comfort for you who do not canBrayer Meetings, or otherwise wrestle
in prayer. ON WHAT GROUND CAN ANYBODY BE EXCUSED FBRM THE DUTY OF PRAYER?
Answer—on no ground whatever! You cannot be excusethe ground ofommon humanitfor if it is
so that God will save sinners in answer to praged | do not pray, what am |I? Souls dying, perighin
sinking to hell while the ordained machinery folva#ion is prayer and the preaching of the Word—and
if 1 don’t pray, what am 1? Surely the milk of hum&indness has been drained from my breast and |
have ceased to be human! And if so, it is idleatk 6f communion with the divine. He who has ng pit
on a wounded man, and would not seek to relievéntimger of one expiring of need is a monster! He
who has no pity on souls who are sinking into easthg fire, what is he? Let him answer for himself

Next, can any excuse be foundGhristianity for neglect of prayer? | answer, there is nonedo b
found in Christianity anymore than in humanity, fio€hrist has saved us, He has given us His Spirit
“If any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is aarf His.” And who has the Spirit of Christ? Ishi¢
who looked upon Jerusalem, and said, “I believetti@city is given up, predestinated to be destigy
and then coolly went on his way? No, not he! Haedveld in predestination, but that truth of God meve
chilled his heart. He wept over Jerusalem, and, s@idJerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would | have
gathered your children together as a hen gathershidkens under her wings, and you would not."—
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“Did Christ over sinners weep,
And shall our cheeks be dry?”

Shall there be no prayer in our hearts when Godappsinted prayer to be the channel of blessing to
sinners as well as to ourselves? Then how can wéhea we are Christians? In God’s name, how can
we make a profession of Christianity if our healbsnot ascend in mighty prayer to God for a blagsin
on the sons of men?

But perhaps an excuse is found in the fact thaiGhristian does not feel that his prayer is ofyver
much consequence, for Hgart is in a barren stateAh, well, this is no excuse, but an aggravatién o
the sin! My dear brothers and sisters, if you fgml cannot pray, you ought to pray twice as much as
anybody else! Whenever your mind falls into a ctiodiin which it is indisposed for prayer, that don
tion should serve as a danger signal—somethingng much amiss! At such a time there should be a
double calling upon God that the Spirit of prayexynbe vouchsafed.

| do charge you, professing Christians, not téra@s prayer to God for a blessing, for, if you glou
hurt all the rest of the brethren! Get a bit ofdl®ane into your body and it harms, first, the memh
which it is placed and subsequently the whole bé&agm head to foot the whole system is worse off
because of the fragment of dead matter which isgortein the body. So if there is a prayerless ggiie
among us, he is an injury to the entire companyh&of you are the baggage of the army and hinder it
marches and its fighting! We have a great army laect if you were all able-bodied men and would
march on to the fight, we would see great victérist we have to carry our diseased ones in ambu-
lances and half the time of the pastor and chuffibeos has to be taken up in looking after theffine
cient soldiers who are fit only for the hospital h'¢/do you mean?” asks one. You, my friend—very
likely you! Your own conscience shall decide to whit refers!

Now, surely we ought to be much in prayer, becaafier all, we owe a great deal to prayer. Those
who were in Christ before me, prayed for me; shauidt pray for others? By a mother’s prayers, some
of you, when you were girls, were brought to Chiill you not pay back the debt to your mother by
praying for your own children? By a father’s pragjeyoung man, you were brought to the Savior’s
feet—now pray for those who are younger than ydixrgbat they may be brought to Jesus, too. The
treasury of the church’s prayers has been expenped us in bringing us to Christ’'s feet. Let us now
contribute to the common stock, casting in our prayor the conversion of others! Common gratitude
demands that we attend to this.

| am afraid | shall also have to plead that | mustpect your soundness in the faith, brothers and
sisters, if you do not join in prayer. | know somdo, if they are anything at all, they are soumdhie
faith. This is their beginning and their endingised to know, years ago, a few people who weredsoun
all over and never cared whether souls were savettbecause they were so sound! That kind of
soundness is empty, from which may the Lord delus#rCorrect opinions are a poor apology for heart-
lessness towards our fellow men. If we are orthodex believe that regeneration is the work of the
Spirit of God. Then, dear friends, the natural iefee is that those of us who are regenerated ghoul
pray the Holy Spirit to regenerate others! If itestirely His work and we cannot depend upon the
preacher at all, we must invoke the divine poweyou do not thus call in divine energy, where aally
soundness? | am sure that you desire to see sodd,out if it is the Spirit's work, and you dot moay
the Spirit to do that work, surely you do not bediegour own doctrine! By your soundness in thehfait
therefore, |1 would plead with you that you incregear earnestness in prayer.

You may say, “Well, | think | may be excused,” bumust reply you cannotl am very sick,” says
one. Ah, then you can lie in bed and pray! Nonastan fully estimate the blessings which have come
down on this Tabernacle in answer to the pleasuoffeends who are constant invalids. | believe the
Lord sets apart a certain section of the churcke&p up prayer through the night watches—and when
you and | who are healthy are sound asleep, theheet do not slumber, or keep silent—but either in
praise or prayer they make the hours holy withrtevout exercises. | consider that | sustain dioess-
es when dear Christian men and women, who havgdars sustained me by their prayers are taken
home to glory. Who will fill the gaps?

“I am so pooy’ says one. Well, you are not called upon to pahifling every time you pray to God!

It does not matter how poor you are—your prayeesjast as acceptable! Only remember, if you are so
poor, you ought to pray all the more, because yamnot give your offering in the shape of gold. |
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should like you to say with the apostle, “Silvedagold have | none, but such as | have, | give yy.
Master, | will be much in prayer.” “Ah,” says aneth “but| have no talent.”That is another reason
why you should praynore and not why you should be prayerless, becauseufcannot contribute to
the church’s public service from lack of talentuyghould the more zealously contribute to her gtiten
by the private exercise of prayer and intercessiand-thus make those strong who are better fit ttngo
the front.

“Ah,” says one, “but am just converted. have hardly obtained peace, myself; how caraypt If
you need an answer that question, read the 8Psalm. David begins, “Have mercy upon me, O God,
according to the multitude of Your tender merciesd so on. And he does not continue long before he
cries, “Do good in Your good pleasure unto Zionildahe walls of Jerusalem!” He has hardly been
washed, himself, from sin, before he begins to poaye useful—Then will | teach transgressors Your
ways, and sinners shall be converted unto You.” Yiew converts are the very people to pray with
power!

So from my inmost soul, as if | were pleadingtioy life (and it lies nearer my health and continued
life than some may imagine) | beg you to inquiretloé Lord! In thus doing | am pleading for this
church’s long prosperity! | am pleading for the doaf London! | am pleading for the benefit of the
whole world! If you love the Lord Jesus, brothersl asisters, do inquire at the hands of the Lord con
cerning this great promise of an increase in theat Prove Him, now, and see if He does not paur o
a blessing for you, yes, if He does not increase with men as with a flock, as the Holy flock, ae t
flock of Jerusalem on her solemn feast days! Gadtgtlis blessing for Christ’'s sake. Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—EZEKIEL 36:1-14; 24-38.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—145, 985, 968.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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