Sermon #1229 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

DECISION—ILLUSTRATED BY THE CASE OF JOSHUA
NO. 1229

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, APRIL 18, 1875,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
Joshua 24:15.

JOSHUA knew that the people who surrounded himJembstensibly serving Jehovah, were, many
of them, secretly worshipping the ancient idolghadir Mesopotamian fathers—those seraphim which
were once hidden in Rachel’s tent and were neviée gurged from Jacob’s family. Some of them, also,
harbored the Egyptian emblems. And some had eukm famto the worship of the gods of the people
whom they had displaced and were setting up thgésiaf Baalim in their homes. The people were
nominally worshippers of Jehovah, but in realityanm of them had turned aside unto strange gods.
Never, in their best days, had the children ofdskeseen quite divorced from idols, for, as Stepbeaial
of them, even in the wilderness they took up theemaacle of Moloch and the star of their god Rem-
phan, figures which they made to worship. Now, geinthorough-going, decided, down-right man,
Joshua could not endure double-mindedness andfdherdne pushed the people to decision, urging
them to serve the Lord with sincerity and, if thdigt so, to put away altogether all their gravenges
He demanded from them a determination for one thintpe other, and cried, “If it seems evil untayo
to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom yousetile; whether the gods which your fathers served
that were on the other side of the flood, or thdsgof the Amorites among whom you dwell.” He shut
them up to a present choice between the true Gddhanidols and gave them no rest in their half-
heartedness. Anticipating the cry of Elijah upornr@a, he demanded, in effect, “How long halt you
between two opinions? If God is God, serve Him, ib&8aal is God, serve him.” He demanded a deci-
sion and rightly so. Can either earth or heaveguet while such a matter is in suspense?

To compel them to assert their decision, he deglaig own. A man’s own personal example is elo-
guent beyond the power of words. Hear the grandr@d. He cries, “You may hesitate, but my mind is
made up once and for all. Judge you as you willverglict is already given and my children agredawit
me—as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovahh#e no reverence for the demons of Canaan
or the myths of Egypt, who could not preserve tlo&n worshippers—our hearts are loyal to the God
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who brought us upfblgypt and gave us this land for a heritage. So
far as myself and my sons and my daughters areccoed, the die is cast and Jehovah alone will we
serve.” This clear avowal on the part of Joshua masa trick of eloquence or a resolve made for the
first time in order to influence his audience—hel Isa lived that his declaration carried weight wath
who heard it, else it had been idle to have uttérdde had always been a man of firm steps andrdet
mined mind. Probably this was one reason why Mabkese him to be his servant and kept him in per-
sonal attendance upon himself.

His firmness comes out very clearly in his condagbne of the twelve spies. The others brought up
an evil report of the land, but not so Joshua aalelC Though they were only two against ten, yeyth
boldly maintained their testimony. And when the lespoke of stoning them, they did not falterdar
instant, but remained faithful to their consciencHsese two men alone survived the graves of tie wi
derness, because they alone were untainted withittlerness sins. Take Joshua as a warrior todydor
was called to fight the Lord’s battles and you fimch always a good soldier of the Lord. What a suld
he was! Saul, in later times, might spare the comas seed of Amalek, but not so Joshua. As long as
Moses held up his hands to pray, the sword of Joshkayed not in the work of execution. When Israel
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had crossed the Jordan to attack the Canaanitdsach@ commission from the Lord to destroy these
outlawed nations and he made thorough work ofatz&lous was he in this war that the day was not
long enough for him, and he bade the sun and mtaovd still till the Lord’s battle was fought to the
end. Joshua, like his friend, Caleb, “followed thard fully.” He might have taken for his motto the
word, “thorough” He belonged to Jehovah heart and soul, and ranmtistrength. As the successor of
Moses and the type of the Lord Jesus, he put ohagea cloak and girded himself with fidelity as a
garment. His appointed duty was fulfilled with malrtstrictness and unswerving steadiness. He had a
single eye and a firm hand. He was strong and oflgmurage—and the Lord was with him. It was no
idle boast when the old warrior and prince in Isissed, “As for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord.”

We admire fidelity in Joshua and we confess thahéeded it. But we may, perhaps, forget that
there was never an age in which a decision for @asl not equally required. It is well to admire tims
another, but it is far better to possess it oueselin all times, it is imperative upon men to takeir
stand for God and truth. In the first householdsmlg of Eden, Abel had need to protest againstlder
brother's example and died in consequence. Enobbnwall around walked according to the course of
this world, dared to be singular and walked withdGNoah believed God amid universal wickedness
and persevered for long years in preparing thethdygh all men mocked his warnings. Abraham for-
sook country and home, at the command of God, aedrbe a pilgrim and a stranger, dwelling alone
and not numbered among the peoples. His was a difendor decided faith made him not only a
mighty man, but a king among patriarchs. Each agkits man whose heart was fixed, trusting in the
Lord, to serve as a landmark for weaker saintdderdy, and a rock against which the tumult of the
people raged in vain. Look at Moses, counting #praach of Christ greater riches than all the tnezss
of Egypt, exciting a sluggish race to action, fgcihe tyrant king and leading Israel into the wiltkss.
What a princely soul grace made him. How firmly tiiel adhere to right and the truth so that he was
faithful to God in all his house. Pass along thtotitge Judges and you find that they were men ddcide
for the Lord, their God, or they would never hawdivered Israel. Remember Samuel and David, and
Nathan and Elijah. What grandeur surrounded thd bé¢he Tishbite because he was exceedingly zeal-
ous for the Lord God of Israel. He was no timeseras Jezebel and Ahab knew full well. In laterrgea
Daniel is the grand type of decision as we see dpening his window and praying, as before, though
he knows that the doom of death hangs over him.thilee holy children also are before us defying the
devouring flames of the furnace sooner than bowreeNebuchadnezzar’'s golden image. In New Tes-
tament times, John the Baptist rises to the frankrby his resolute fidelity and Pilate sinks tereal
shame by reason of his vacillation. Paul is covevéti renown, while Agrippa, who is “almost per-
suaded,” is lost in oblivion. In each age, decidhas been the one thing wanted—to bend, bow, and
cringe has been fatal—but to stand like iron colarand bronze walls has been safety and honor. To-
day, the like firmness is needed. We, too, must @k stand, and taking it, must hold it as thowgh
were rooted to the ground. O blessed Spirit, giwgrace for this! Faithful Redeemer, set Your image
upon us that we, too, may resist even to bloodilsy against sin.

My discourse shall run thusBecision for the Lorg-let medescribe it, extol it, and demand it

|. First, let me DESCRIBE IT. It means many thing$,oalwhich must be worked in us by divine
grace, or we shall never possess them, though wehia&e their counterfeits. Decision implies, first,
that all hesitation is goneThere is a period when the thoughtful mind hangsquilibrium and it is a
guestion which way the scale will turn. We havenaetof testing and proving when the crucibles are
brought out and the firing pots are placed amomrgcibals. To come wisely and speedily through this
period is a great mercy. This was all over in thsecof Joshua—he had finished the proving of all
things and reached the holding fast of that whi&clgaod. The balance was no longer in suspense. The
scale had gone down for God and His cause. Itdastés place never to be moved. Joshua had a mind
of his own and he knew his own mind. Doubt had lagg vanished, debate was finally closed, resolve
was taken, and taken without a grain of reservd,amsequently action was forcible and ardent. And
now, dear friends, it is surely time with some of aspecially with those of us who have reached the
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prime of life that we, too, had done with the fekéss of irresolution. Have we not had enough sf he
tation, deliberating, trifing and delaying? Theé& past may suffice for these—has it not been dyrea
far too long? You will make no journey, O travelérnow that the sun is in its zenith, you do sobn
decide which way to walk! Mariner, your voyagesl|vié scant if you lie much longer at anchor! The
season of favorable winds is passing away and get gail remains unfilled—will you never have
solved the problem—"To what port shall | steer? Withat cargo shall | load my boat?” Is our life to
end in a constant repetition of the question, “Wélaall 1 be?” If we could change places with the
weathercock and become the toy of circumstanaesalution might be alright. But for a man, deaisio
is indispensable—he must know where he is and wieiis going. And it will be an evidence of salva-
tion to him if he has cancelled doubt by a firmtHan Jesus and ended hesitancy by full consecrabio
the service of the Lord. O that every man and woaraong us had, through divine grace, come to this
point, “As for me and my house, we will serve tred”.

This state of heart indicatssiperiority to the evil influence of otheihile we are children, we are
plastic to every hand. We believe what is told yghHe last informant. Our judgment is swayed by our
parents, schoolmasters, and elders. But, when wme ¢o be men and women, we put away the childish
things which controlled us. We ought to put awayg firopensity to lean upon other men’s judgments.
Our own understanding should now be exercised|serwhy is it given to us? God waits to guide us,
but He would have us cry to Him and not follow theal of our fellows. We should endeavor to have a
mind enlightened by grace, decided for God andbéisteed in the truth. And then we should strike out
our own path for God and His truth—and count itveoy great hardship if in that path we should have
to walk alone. A man should not be like a housecWig one of a row, which would come down with a
crash if those on the right and left were removed-siould be altogether detached so that all follswa
will stand without another house to buttress thatas, | fear that few have reached this point. st
of men are a feeble herd and follow their leadkasing no minds of their own. Woe to them when
blind leaders lead them into the ditch. The gresdlg of the world is fashion and its god is resgakitt
ity—two phantoms at which brave men laugh. How mahyou look around on society to know what
to do? You watch the general current and then fipah it. You study the popular breeze and shifiryo
sails to suit it. True men do not so. You ask—tIéashionable? If it is fashionable, it must be edn
Fashion is the law of multitudes, but it is nothimgre than the common consent of fools. The waalksl h
its fashions in religion as well as in dress, arahynof you feel the influence of it. If you hadléad in
among Christ’'s people, some of you would have naageofession of religion before now, but having,
on the contrary, been cast among the ungodly, vangh you have some desires towards Christ, you
are held back by the evil influence. What are yatuldabes, fit for the nursery and the sucking battf
you were men, you would stand on your own feetrastcheed to be carried in someone’s arms—

“Dare to be a Daniel!
Dare to stand alone!
Dare to have a purpose true,
And dare to make it known!”

Little will it decrease our eternal misery if atle rest of the world should be lost with us. Conypan
in hell will be the reverse of consolation. If wesé heaven for fashion’s sake, it will be no solacas
that others lost it, too. We are born alone andl $laae to die alone and to be judged alone—itnset
that we began to look into our souls’ affairs watlr best judgment and no longer be as the withied
in the wind, or the log in the rapids. God has git@ each man a conscience, to each man a heart—and
He will not allow men to quench their personal aesces and yield up their hearts to be molded by
others—He will hold them personally responsible ttoe right use of judgment, reason, and heart. Be
sure of this. Oh sirs, may every one of us knowLibrel for ourselves and forsaking the broad roatth wi
its many travelers, may we be bold to walk in taerow way which leads unto life.

Right decision for God is deep, calm, clear, fixed|l grounded, and solemnly mad®shua does
not speak his determination lightly. Gaze upongteen warrior’'s face scarred in many battles, bednz
with exposure, wrinkled with more than 100 yearvafied experience! He looks not like a trifler. He
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speaks not as one who sings a love song anditrfiiem his lips. His utterances rise from that dmio
breast of his with the rugged honesty and braveesity of a soldier prince. “As for me and my house
we will serve the Lord,” as much as if he had séidhave known my God too many years to forsake
Him now. | have not bared my breast to the battlensny scores of times to now be a coward. | have
not dwelt under the shadow of the Almighty fortyay®in the wilderness, and all these years in Ganaa
that | might seek to idols at last. The golden matiot for me—I saw it ground to powder long agbe
idols of the Amorites are not for me—I have dastienisands of them to the ground.” He speaks as one
who has weighed the matter, counted the cost, ang ¢o a decision which he can defend against all
comers. It would be idle to try and shake his neselit is as stable as Lebanon. You do not heamm h

a timeserver, who, to please men, falls in withdbeeral affirmation. Nor is he a mere scholargatp

ing what he has learned by rote, nor a ceremoniafisttering his creed for form’s sake. But youthea
an honest man revealing his heart and utteringhh®st soul with awful earnestness, even in thigrut
ance careless of being heard of men except sosfaénear hearing may be of use to themselves. He
speaks with immoveable resolve. His soul is ancharal defies all storms—*As for me and my house
we will, despite crowds and custonWe will, despite temptations and triaM/e will, despite idols or
devils, to the end of the chapter, serve Jehov@hch ought the decision of every one of us be,land
earnestly wish that it were so.

That resolve on the part of Joshua wpsenly declaredl want to come straight home to some of you
here who have said in your hearts, “Yes, we wilveghe Lord,” but you have never yet declared your
allegiance, for you have thought it quite enouglpriamise in secret. Does not Joshua’s outspoken vow
make you blush? You are espoused to Christ, youlsdywill there never be an open marriage? Will
you never take Him publicly before the eyes of nere your Lord and husband forever and ever?
Does Jesus agree to secret nuptials? Can suchgabihidone in a corner? Of old, the candle wa®put
a candlestick—is it now to be put under a bushed@ ¥ay you are His soldier—will you never put on
your Prince’s uniform? Shall your Captain’s colaesser adorn you? Will you never come forward and
take your Commander’s weapon in your hand, and matr¢lis bidding to the fight? That is sorry cour-
age which skulks behind the bushes. That is pog@ltip which never utters the King’'s name. That is a
guestionable decision which dares not declaref itedbe on the Lord’s side. Remember how the Lord
Jesus said, “He that denies Me before men, himlwiiédny before My Father who is in heaven.” | like
this in Joshua that he would have no one be intdasibo where he was. He gives them his whereabouts
plainly enough. Where Jehovah’s altar smokes wighsacrifice of bullocks, where the paschal lamb is
slain and the blood is sprinkled, where the higkgtroffers incense to the one invisible and everi-g
ous God, there will you find Joshua, and theredoiss and daughters, too, for, “As for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord.” Why are you notatyuopenhearted, O you who love the Lord? What
excuses have you for your silence? | am not abseéowhat the good of a decision is however firgh an
deep, if it is never asserted. It may be good lier man who has made it, but as far as societyris co
cerned, what can be the influence of a decisiorchvis altogether secret? Why, my brethren, should
there be concealment? Our God has not loved usresgrve and kept His mercy in the dark. Our Sav-
ior has not gone sneaking down the ages, ashanwahfess the mortals whom He loves. And if He has
never been ashamed of us, we ought never to benashaf Him. O, my brethren, can you hesitate? Are
you not ashamed of being ashamed, and afraid mpdonger afraid? Out with it! There, run up the
colors to the masthead, where every eye may seedhd there let them be nailed. And if any mart is a
war with Jesus, he is at war with us. Let earthfagltdknow this once and for all.

In Joshua’s case his resolve was not only operiy@eledged, buearnestly carried outSome
have declared themselves on the Lord’s side anthggtdo not serve the Lord. Their names are down
in the church book and they attend to the outwadinhances, but as for any serving of the Lord, you
will have to search for it and search in vain. d@stvent in for serving God in truth. He was a saidi
and if anyone had asked him, “Whose soldier are yoshua?” he would have answered, “I am God’s
soldier.” “Whose battles do you fight?” “| fight éhbattles of Jehovah.” “And what is your object in
fighting?” “To glorify Jehovah.” He was committed the Lord’s cause from head to foot. Many profes-
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sors do not understand what this means. They wadigion as a kind of weekend farm. They have an-
other estate which is their home and main care—taad#ingdom God is a weekend farm—to be mainly
managed by the minister as a bailiff. Their religgets their spare time and odd thoughts. Jesusgsom
in for the cold meat that is left over, while thend has the hot steaks. Religion is by no meaas th
great channel along which the strength of thegr fifns, but it is a sort of backwater—they letwaste
water run there when they have more than enougtirtothe mill-wheel of business. They are seen at
prayer meetings when there are no accounts te settd no new books to read. They do something for
the church of God when they have nothing to dofriemd coming to spend the evening with them and
no amusement available. They treat the Lord JesuistCrery indifferently. They hope they will be
saved by Him—I hope they will, too! They say theyl Wwe wonders of grace if they are ahthink they
will, too. Such conduct to the bleeding Lamb is dastardtlyldmate it. As for me, | will be bold enough
to say with Joshua, “I will serve the Lord"—thattessay, if | am His servant, | will be His servamd

lay myself out for Him. | will not bear His namegteHis bread, and wear His clothes, and yet do ikbm
service. Better die than live so dishonestly. Gersarvants of great men are kept merely for shéou
shall go into my lord’s house and see a fine fello is paid a considerable income. What does Re do
He is not kept to do anythirghe is the ornament of the establishment—the dispidlyose magnificent
legs and that beautiful form, which looks so walluniform, is all his master gets. Surely, somei&hr
tians suppose that they are engaged on the sams &ad that the Lord Jesus Christ, having therdisti
guished honor of having their names in His churcbky is perfectly satisfied though they do nothing.
These are the fellows who are everlastingly grungoét those who do serve—and become the pests of
the church. Be not like they; better far to diermlit. Serve the Lord with real labor, to whosesfggace
and dying love you owe your all.

Once more: Joshua’s decision veahered to throughout the whole of his.life had begun early in
the service of God and he never left it. A hundyedrs rolled over his head, but we never discaver i
him any desire to take up with the service of Raahe service of the seraphs. He continued tdate
true to the resolve, “We will serve Jehovah.” Happg we, brethren, if grace enlisted us in theiserv
of Christ while we were yet young. Happier, stifigrace has kept us to middle age still firm inrou
young resolve. And happiest of all shall we bevifien our hair is gray, we shall be able to sayGiaal,
You have been my God from my youth, and until thiee | have declared Your wondrous works. Now,
also, when | am old and gray-headed, O God, foreaenot.” He who decides aright for God decides
for eternity. Beloved, you never will quit servit@pd. There never was such a one yet. My Lord and
Master never fires His old servants, nor do His s#dvants ever run away from Him. The more they
serve Him, the more they wish to serve Him. Thaiygical strength may fail them, but never theirdov
to His work. They still bring forth fruit in old @&gto show that the Lord is upright. Blessed arg thilko
have this abiding thoroughness in the cause ofohe their God.

Il. Let me now PRAISE DECISION. In religion, nothingn®re desirable than to be out and out in
it. With some little variation, | might say of isaf knowledge—

“A little piety’s a dangerous thing,

Drink deepest draughts at that refreshing spring.”
To enjoy religion you must plunge into it. To waidéo it up to the ankles may make you shiver with
anxieties, doubts, and questions till you resermabieembling boy unwillingly entering a bath on ddco
morning. But to plunge into its depths isstecure a glow of holy joysome of you are ill at ease at sea,
but my friend in the blue jacket over yonder lilkegell enough, for he is always there. His homens
the rolling waves and there is no seasicknessifor FThose of you who make short trips upon thecea
piety and do a little coasting religion now andrthare sick with doubts and fears. But if you shid
ways on that sea, you would get your sea legs. Wawid gain full assurance and see the glories ®f th
Lord and His wonders in the deep. It is with treigion as with the American’s orchards. A gentlema
was invited into a garden to taste the apples.™Ne,said, “| would rather not,” and being ofterked
to come and partake, yet refusing, the other $hgljess you've a prejudice against my apples.”sYe
said the man, “I have tasted a few of them and #reyvery sour.” “But which,” said he, “did you
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taste?” “Why, those apples which fall into the raaer the hedge.” “Ah, yes,” said the owner, “tlzag
as sour as crabs. | planted them for the goodeobtlys, but if you come into the middle of theyot
will find a different flavor'—and it was so.

Now, just round the border of religion, along th&ey hedge, there are some very sour apples of
conviction, self-denial, humiliation, and self-dagp They are planted on purpose to keep hypocrites
and mere professors out. But in the midst of thdeaare luscious fruits, mellow to the taste ameet
as nectar. The central position in religion is sheetest; the nearer to God, the sweeter thefjpyvdre
a German, which I am not, the last sort of Germsimoluld like to be would be an Alsatian or a Larrai
er, because | would have to be a German by natipnbut might be even more a Frenchman in man-
ners. And if ever the fight should be renewed betwthe two nations, the fighting would be sure to
come very near my farm and home. | should nottlikke a German-Frenchman, or a French-German in
time of war. | would prefer to be of pure breed.tdsacred things, | would not be a neutral. Ng,leb
me be out and out, thorough and decided. If youaa@hristian, be a Christian. If you serve the [evi
serve him out and out. And if you serve the Lorekve Him with your whole heart and soul and
strength.

A decision for God enables a man to direct his waAyshan who resolves that he will serve the Lord
knows his way about the world. Something will happe you in business tomorrow. You will have a
fine opportunity—you will be able to make a greatidof money. But it will be by sailing very neaet
wind and you would rather not have the transacpablished inThe TimesWhen that temptation
comes before you, how will you act? | do not kndt if you have made up your mind that you will
serve thd_ord, you will not need to consult your partner—youuise will be clear. Nine out of every
ten questions which can possibly come before ygwur business are already answered when the grand
guestion is settled. Is such an action dishonels€h Tt matters nothing how profitable it might be-isi
dismissed as quite beyond consideration. Is sucbuese necessitated by honesty? Then let it be fol-
lowed whatever the loss may be. David prayed, “Lea&din a plain path because of my enemies.” And
the man who has made up his mind by divine graaehé will serve the Lord, has that prayer fultille

This saves many men from temptatiSatan tempts those who can be tempted, but wadmdis
men sufficiently resolved, there is a certain ordietemptation with which he never assails themraga
He adapts his devices to our standing and doesisgtfor lion-hearted minds, those petty nets with
which he takes small birds. As a giant walks alangonscious of the cobwebs across his path, so does
a thoroughly consecrated man break through a tinolugenptations which, indeed, to him are no longer
temptations at all.

Thorough-going mewield a mighty influenceloshua was able to speak for his house as wéil as
himself. Many fathers cannot speak for themselvektherefore, you may guess the reason why they
cannot speak for their families. Joshua’s religreas so intense that it, by the divine blessing,hset
sons burning with the same flame. | have known asGan woman to be so low in grace that she never
influenced one of her children to desire to be ke was. And | have heard of fathers, who we hope
were Christian men, whose force to repel from pieas greater than their power to attract to it. God
give us more vitality in our own religion and wealihinfluence our children and servants—and from
them the savor will spread all around. For thisoeaand a thousand more, it is desirable beyond-mea
ure to be decided and resolute for the Lord’s cadssitation and wavering can answer no purpose, bu
a prompt decision is in every way commendable.

lIl. 1find I shall not be able to say one half of whaittended to have said this morning and there-
fore, | shall come to a close by DEMANDING THIS DEBION FOR CHRIST which | have described
and praised. May the Holy Spirit enable you to arste the demand. Decision is required because the
Lord deserves to have it. He who made us oughtabée served hesitatingly. He who gave His Son to
die for us ought not to be trifled with. By the espdior of Deity and the glory of the cross, | claiour
whole hearts for my Lord. If the Christian religiana lie, it is a most detestable one and it ouglde
abhorred heartily. But if the service of God iseerd right, and if religion is a matter of factdémands
our whole heart, soul, and strength, nor shoulchite less. The service of the Lord is not a mabtdre
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loosely touched with the tips of one’s fingers, lghould excite all the powers and passions ofen

tire nature to obedient action. My dear hearerk labyourself for a moment. Is there much in you—
taking the largest estimate you can of yourselfé your dimensions so very vast? Compare yourself
with the thrice holy God. Those tall archangelspvblow before Him, are as nothing in His sight. What
must you be? And if you, as a whole, are so litlle,you dream of dividing yourself and giving God a
part? The heaven, even the heaven of heavens andalms of space are not enough for Him. And all
things that He has made are but as a drop in aebecknpared with His infinite majesty. As for tliis

tle dominion of your body and soul, will you canteut among rival monarchs and insult the Lord by
offering Him a corner, while you save spaces ferworld, the flesh, and the devil? Mock not the-maj
esty of heaven. If a gnat that dances in the sunsomr@neam above the Rhine should talk of dividigg it
allegiance between the German Emperor and the Frglacshal, you would smile. Shall you, you in-
significant creature, talk of dividing yourself aegten God and Mammon?

Let me demand of you, dear friends that you giv&éa your whole mind and soul, because to at-
tempt a middle position is mean and dishonorablbeo\aims to be indifferent to the claims of virtue
Who dares to be neutral in the battle between tntha lie? Brand him as a coward! To refuse te tak
our place upon great questions is disgraceful. when the issue is one which divides the unwise—a
guestion between holiness and sin, between Godhendevil—why it is a mean thing for a man to in-
sinuate that he really is not called upon to deeidg that he may take up a position midway betviieen
two. God save you from such dishonor. If, aftey thié world and the things thereof are best, sagnsb
take your side. And this morning, if not anothersoa should do it, say in your heart, “As for ma& an
my house, we will serve ourselves and the worltlyolu mean it, say it out straight and do not hide
But for a man to say, “I cannot determine whatdlkerve, but | rather think | shall serve mys#ifl
get pretty nearly worn out. And then | shall tuboat and try what is to be done with religion, dis-
testable. Such beings are hardly as respectaloeesisand asses, which at least know their owners.

Not to decide for the Lord is dangerous in the thegjree. There is Lot in Sodom—perilous is his po-
sition, but the angels come to him and they sahjsTity is to be burned with fire, you must escape
Lot is on the road at once and before long he e=stie mountain and is safe. His wife is willingytm
too, and yet unwilling—she wavers and delays. Skgerfot quite made up her mind. She does not like
leaving that house full of new furniture and thatrdrobe of fine linen. Moreover, her neighbors uiio
they did not go to chapel every Sunday and weteerdbose in their morals, were very cheerful, ghat
people—she did not quite like leaving them. See,lsbks back! She may look back forever, for there
she stands, transformed into a pillar of salt. Y, who think the world has many attractions. Ydww
would like to serve God but still feel that theseai great deal to be said on the other side ajlestion,
come and taste this salt. Its acrid flavor may éalthy to you if it makes you, from now on, dreadlyg
ing and hesitating.

Remember there are no curses in the Bible moriblthan those which are directed against those
who stand hesitating between two opinions. Listethts Old Testament curse, you who make no pro-
fession, you who contradict your profession byiviés. “Curse you Meroz, says the Lord, curse yitu b
terly the inhabitants thereof, because they cantetnthe help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord
against the mighty.” Did they fight against the d®@rNot they. Why are they cursed? Because they did
not fightfor Him. What if this curse is hovering over this houséalbupon the head of those men who
go not forth to the help of the Lord! Will it fallpon you? Now, listen to the New Testament word
which comes from those lips which never spoke tmaghly—Ilips like lilies dropping sweet smelling
myrrh. Here they are—"l would you were cold or hSt then because you are neither cold nor hot |
will spit you out of My mouth.” Who is this offens one? Did he burn the Savior’s lips by hot parsec
tions? No. Did he freeze them with utter coldnelsheart? No. He was a harmless, good sort of per-
son—moderate, sober, easy-going—in fact, a lukewaan. He was a little warm—only a little more
and he would have been hot. He was a little coollanlittle cooler and he would have been as re-
freshing as the snows of Lebanon. He was neithlelr mar hot. Yes, and Christ said He loathed him. |
do not read of His spitting anything out of His rtfoexcept this, but this He cannot bear. Some af yo
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if you judged yourselves, would say you are notdgenough for heaven, but rather too good for hell.
Alas, hell is your portion and an inner dungeorr¢ire Repent of your double-mindedness and turo unt
the Lord with purpose of heart.

| can see where you are, you betweenites. Thaheiarmy of God, a vast and mighty host on yon-
der hill. I see the glittering warriors ready foetfray. Yonder encamps the host of Satan on thesie
hill. Black and grim is the prince—and fierce ahey that follow him. Where are we this morning?
Some of us can say we are with the Prince Emathumlgh we are poor warriors, yet we serve under
His standard. Possibly there are some here whoratbe wrong side, but are yet so honest that they
will not deny that they are enlisted on the oppositle. But my hearershere are you®here are you?
“We are thinking about it.” But wherare you while you are thinking? “We are considering gund-
ing.” But where are you nowRlark this! When the fight comes and our Lord’sliemy shall come into
play—and when the adversaries on the other hang tepus—you will receive the shot frotmoth
sides. And when the armies come to deadly handxatfight, you will be trampled down by both. Do
we not read of some who will wake up “to shame amdrlasting contempt™ The saints will be
ashamed of you, because you did not join with Cimithe day of battle. And the adversary himself w
despise you because you shrunk away, even fromBenone thing or the other.

In closing, remember that to be between the twaftsy all, utterly impossible. Though | have thus
pictured some as hovering between the two arnties,not actually the case, for every man is on one
side or the other. You are either dead or aliveu #e either justified or condemned. You are either
the gall of bitterness or enjoying the sweetsloétiy. No man can serve two masters and no mabean
without a master. God will not have half the soukd-dhe world will not have half the soul. Both God
and sin are imperious and monopolizing—they wiltdéhe whole or none—

“God and Mammon! O be wise,

Serve them both? It cannot be.

Ease in warfare, saint and miser?

These will never well agree.

Give the fawning foe no credit,

So the bloody flag’s unfurled.

That base heart, the Word has said it,

Loves not God that loves the world.”
Put Christ into the heart and He will chase sin outkeep sin in the soul and sin will put down rgve
better thought till the man is altogether vile. Wh@u get home write this down if you willAS for me,
| will serve the Lord Put your name to it in earnest. Or, if this @ to your mind, write, As for me, |
will serve the world and put your name to it. | long to drive youdadecision. If God is God, serve
Him. If Baal is God, serve him. O, may the SpifitGod lead you to decide for God and His Chriss thi
very moment and He shall have the praise foreverei

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Joshua 24:11-27; Psalm 101.
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