Sermon #942 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

THE WAY
NO. 942

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, JULY 24, 1870,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Jesus said unto him, | am the way.”
John 14:6.

THE most precious things lie in the smallest paekadiamonds have much value in little space.
Those scriptural sayings which are fullest of megrare many of them couched in the fewest words.
Who shall measure the depth of that sentence, ‘iGtave”? Or that other, “God is light”? Who shall
know the lengths and breadths of this declaratiGhyist is all”? How clearly is the whole gospelnco
densed into that line, “By grace are you saved&rEhare many more divine words of a like character,
all short, and as sweet as they are short, pretieysnd comparison, and as brief as precious. &y t
with its four words, and those all monosyllablasd @aone of more than three letters, is among thef ch
of these Bibles in miniature. “I am the way.” It igedifficult, and it were as wicked as difficulg be
otherwise than simple in preaching such a texhia$ May God grant that some of you may be reached
by my simple testimony, and led in the way to heavaay those who are already in the way be
strengthened, comforted, and quickened in it. Aray r@od be glorified and sinners converted—then
our hearts shall be exceedingly glad!

|. We shall go at once to the text, and considerhénfirst place, HOW JESUS CHRIST IS THE
WAY, AND HOW HE COMES TO BE SO.

How is He the way? way supposes two pointsfrem which, ando which. Christ is the way from
man’s ruin to the Father. Our Lord was speakingiah’s coming to the Father, so we know where the
way leads, and we know very well that the way wafr@o service unless it came to where we are by
nature, and that is in the place of ruin and oftiur&hrist is the way that leads from the City afSiruc-
tion to the Celestial City—from the ruin of ourtat Adam right up to the glory of our Father whanis
heaven!

Christ is the way then, first, frothe guilt of sinto the Father. The great difficulty was how is t&n
be put away? Many attempts have been made to reitydued there is no way of our escaping from the
guilt of sin except by Jesus Christ; some have thidpe pardon by future good conduct, but as we all
know, the payment of tuture debt can by no means dischargpastdebt, so even the perfect future
obedience of man, could he achieve it, could nathdhis past sins. Self-righteousness, therefoen e
if it could reach perfection, would not be “the wagome hope much from the mercy of God, but the
law knows nothing of clearing the sinner of guijt & sovereign act of mercy; that cannot be done, fo
then God'’s justice would be impugned, and His laguld be virtually annulled. He will by no means
clear the guilty; every transgression must havg@ugs recompense of reward so that the absoluteyner
of God as such is not the way out of the guiltiof $hat mercy is blocked up by avenging justice] a
over the face of that star of hope called absahaecy there passes an eclipsing shadow becausesGod
righteous as well as gracious. There is no way bighva sinner can escape from the guilt of sintbat
which is revealed in Jesus Christ! God has seth fidis Son, His only Son; the Word was made flesh
and came under the law—upon that mysterious belmyaombined both Godhead and manhood in one
person, the Lord has laid the iniquity of us al};ilmputation the transgressions of His elect hasenb
laid upon their covenant Head, so that He was nuedbeith the transgressors, and He bore the sin of
many. He voluntarily undertook to be the substitatd covenant surety of His chosen, and in this, way
by the transferring of sin from the sinner to Chiriee sinner ceases to be regarded as a sinreehign
guilt is removed! Here is the way for that sinneapproach the Father; his sin is laid upon Chnkp
became the substitute for all sinners that eveetzslieved or eveshall believe on Him. The whole
mountain mass of the sins of believers lies nothmm any longer, but on Christ! He has taken their
transgressions, He has borne their iniquitiesy thies are moved from them and laid on Him. Now lis
ten! The only way in which sin can be taken frony ane of us is by this method! It is not imputedaun
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us it is imputed untdHIM, but think not that the sin which was laid upon i€hof old lies upon Christ
now. It does not, for the day came when the pungtinfor all that sin was demanded; the sword of
vengeance awoke against human sin, and it would Hastroyed all the flock, but the Shepherd came
into the place of the flock, and He bore the stsoliethe sword; and there upon yonder once accursed
but now forever blessed tree, the Savior endureduiness of divine wrath on account of sin.

Now, where is the sin of His people? He has cdstatthe depths of the sea! By bearing its punish-
ment He has caused it no more to exist! It is aggh it had never been! It is annihilated! It is\gblf it
is searched for, it cannot be found! Jesus ChnsHis taking the sin, and then discharging alllihbil-
ity that was due to God from that sin, has fordireshed transgression—mark the word—made an end
of sin, and brought in everlasting righteousnesstie people! Now, sinner, if you would get awagrfr
your sin, Christ is the way; this is the way by @fhiyou can escape from it. | have already told tyau
your future reformation cannot remove your pass;siteither can the mercy of God, considered as an
Attribute by itself, clear you from your sin. Buti$ wonderful deed of love and wisdom, this maruslo
transaction that makes heaven and earth ring wattefyll songs when glorified spirits see furtheoii,
and when angelic intellects are able to grasp its~atfondrous transaction can clear you from sintas i
has cleared many of us! For we are this day beBwé justified, so that none can lay anything to our
charge! Sinners we are in ourselves, but not ssnbhefore God'’s judgment seat, for Jesus has made us
clean! We are whiter than snow, our sins being regddrom us as far as the east is from the west by
our great atoning substitute! Here is a way coestswith divine justice, a way exactly meeting what
you need! Oh, | pray God that while the words aed, “I am the way,” your spirit may say, “Blessed
be His name, Jesus shallmgway; | will this day believe on Him and thus escéen my guilt.”

The text refers to the guilt of sin, but then, th #&he way” is as true concerning thveath of Godon
account of sin. You will see at once and theretaneed not use many words about it, that the way to
escape from God’s wrath is to escape from the $iiclwcauses the wrath. Remove the cause, you re-
move the effect. Now, when the sin of God’s peapds moved from them to Christ, the wrath of God
went where the sin went, and it fell upon Christilude said, “My God, My God, why have You for-
saken Me?” When that bitter cup of wrath had be@amdd to its dregs, it was emptied forever, and no
one drop was left for a believing soul to tastee Trath of God towards the believer has cease@to b
and at this moment there is no angry thought in’'&bedart towards a justified person. Whoever has be
lieved in Christ, his sins were laid on Christ, gmohished in Christ, and God is not, and cannargy
with the man for whom Jesus was a substitute—fdndgeno sins for God to be angry with! “Oh,” you
say, “but does he not sin?” He does, but it isimputed to him, according to the saying of the psst
in the 329 Psaim—“Blessed is he whose transgression is fergiwhose sin is covered. Blessed is the
man unto whom the Lord imputes not iniquity.” Hevaaits sin, but it is not imputed to him, and so the
wrath never comes on him! He is free from guilt andth; God has love to him, unbounded love, and
though He may chasten him, yet this is not in aniget with purposes of love to him for his spiritua
and everlasting good. So you see, Christ is theauaypf divine wrath as well as out of our sin.

And, listen. There comes upon us in consequensipfvhen the Lord deals with us and makes us
see sina deep and terrible depression of spititis in some more, and in some less, but in ecase,
“when the commandment came, sin revived, and |.df&ieh, as soon as it is really felt in the soubi®
sin, Kills us, blasts our former hopes, crushespoige, lays us like bruised and mangled thing®ieef
the burning throne of justice! Oftentimes soulsénéeen heard to cry, “There is no soundness in my
flesh because of Your anger! Neither is there @sy in my bones because of my sin. For my inigsiitie
are gone over my head: as a heavy burden, thepateeavy for me. My wounds stink and are corrupt
because of my foolishness.” Many such expressibmeay be, you, my awakened hearer, have been
made to utter, but oh, if you come to see thathadl sin of yours isot yours, that in Christ Jesus God
has put away your sins by your Savior’s bearingnthend enduring their punishment, | say, if you see
this, you will speedily rejoice! In a moment thagaves of His wrath will pass away from you, andryou
spirit will sing, “Hope in God: for | shall yet ps®e Him who is the health of my countenance, and my
God.” | know a truly awakened conscience never balieve in the pardon of sin without atonement
first made, but when you hear that atonement has beade, that Christ suffered instead of you, that
His death has glorified the justice of God morentigiaur lying in hell could have glorified Him, thelis
atonement is to God’s injured law a better vindarathan even your eterndestructior—do you not
see it, do you not lay hold on it, and does notrymart leap at the sound of this glorious gospé¢he
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blessed God? Christ is the way then, out of thé gliiyour sin, out of the wrath of God for younsi
and out of your sense of that wrath!

But more, Christ is the way to escape frompgbeverof sin.The great objective of a penitent soul is
to get away from the tyranny and slavery of evibiteaand corrupt desires. A man may break off some
of his sins by his own unaided efforts; for ins&neo man need be a drunk—common determination
may have done with those intoxicating cups. No meed be a swearer; let him understand what a wan-
tonness of iniquity there is in that sin and he reasely give it up! Still, sin dwells in fallen atures,
and the imagination of the thoughts of their heatsvil and that continually. Who can bring a dea
thing out of an unclean? Man, your sinfulness hahat you can not cease from sin; but man, tisese
power above and beyond you which can deliver yomfthe power of sin and make you holy! It is
found in Christ Jesus, in Christ Jesus as | hagagbred Him to you this day! Let me tell you my own
experience: whenever | feel that | have sinneddesire to overcome that sin for the future, theldsv
the same time comes to me and whispers, “How carbgoa pardoned person, and accepted with God
while you sin in this way?” If | listen to this,drop into despondency, and if | continued in thatesl
would fall into despair, and would commit sin mdrequently than before! But God’s grace comes in
and says to my soul, “You have sinned, but didJestus come to save sinners? You are not saved be-
cause you are righteous, for Christ died for thgagiy.” And my faith says, “Though | have sinned, |
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Chrigighteous, and though | am guilty, yet by gracenl a
saved, and | am still a child of God.” And whatri@eNhy, then the tears begin to flow, and | saypwH
could | ever sin against my God who is so good &2 iINow | will overcome that sin,” and by His grace,
| get strong to fight with sin through the conwvictithat | am God’s child! Doubts and fears, and the
thought that God is angry only drive you furthetoisin; but the faith, which in the teeth of siill te-
lieves in God’s love, and still believes in the fpet pardon Christ has given, which God Himself can
never take back again—that holy faith which stilhgs to the cross with, “If | perish | perish, kotthis
atoning sacrifice | cling”; that faith, | say, makgou strong against sin! The saints in glory oaere
through the blood of the Lamb, and there is norotveey of overcoming! The precious blood of atone-
ment, wherever sprinkled, kills sin, and he whedivn the full belief of it will be purified fromirsful
habits, as says that precious text—"If we walkha light, as He is in the light, we have fellowsbipe
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 8eanses us from all sin.” It is walking underease
of divine love as manifest in Christ; it is walkimgth the full conviction of pardon through the btb
that brings to us freedom from the reigning powiesin! So, soul, Jesus Christ is “the way” to egcap
from sin, its guilt, its wrath, its fear, its power

Now we must have a word or two upon the other driiileway. | said it wafrom sin,to what?To
the Father!Now the way to the Father is alone by Jesus ChAigt have for this the express saying of
Christ—*"No man comes unto the Father, but by Meg Keéar talk of getting to God the Father by Na-
ture, but it is a ladder too short to reach thanitd. God is somewhat seen in His works, but ldwe
those who have seen the grandest works of Godhavelalso seen God in Christ, will tell you thatdGo
is no more mirrored in His works than is the whateverse in a dewdrop! Earth is not broad enough to
reflect the image of God. He does not mirror Hirhsethe sea—it is a glass too small to show the De
ty. He cannot reveal His whole glory in the matésrma of this poor world of ours—its axles would
groan and crack beneath the weight of Deity. it i€hrist that Jehovah reveals Himself more fulligut
in all nature, though you summon sun, moon, and,sénd read all their hieroglyphs! God is revealed
in Christ in a way in which He cannot be in anythof time or of space.

Learn then, that we get our best apprehensionseofFather through the Son. “He who has seen Me
has seen the Father.” It is only by Christ thatreadize the Fatherhood of God! | do not believe aran
has any idea of what the Fatherhood of God i®@lknows Jesus Christ as the first-born among many
brethren, and knows the power of His atonementritogbus near to God. The common Fatherhood
teaching that God is the Father of us all becausendde us all, is not true in the most real andden
sense of Fatherhood! A potter makes 10,000 vedsdi$ie is not the father of one of them. It is exa-
rything that a man makes that he is the fatheowoif he is so called, it is only in a modified senWe
are God's children when we are created anew ins€Chésus; when regeneration has made us partakers
of the divine nature. Sonship is no ordinary peage# common tall mankind; it is the high prerogative
of the chosen, for what says the Scripture—"Behatdat manner of love the Father has bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons of God: therehe world knows us not, because it knew Him
not.” When we are adopted into the divine famihgr, and not till then, do we know God as the Fathe
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As for unbelievers, they have not known the Fatf@rpur Lord says, “O righteous Father, the world
has not known You.” He that has seen Christ has #ee Father, and only he; but the very essence of
Christ is seen in His expiatory death, and theeefee can never grasp the Fatherhood of God till we
have believed in the atonement of His Son! “Whoelaries the Son, the same has not the Father, but
He that acknowledges the Son has the Father &&oy"we, then, realize the Father through knowing in
very deed the Lord, for to a knowledge of the Fatie is the only way.

Again, Jesus is the way tmnscious acceptance with the Fathieknow, my dear troubled friend,
you feel this morning that you would give anytheagd everything if you could know that God had ac-
cepted you, and loved you, and that you were H&s dbild. Now, you can never know this until first
you come to the cross and see Jesus Christ dyamg #s a substitute for you and for all who trust.H
You trust Him—your sins are on Him; you are cle€lne very next feeling of your soul will be, “I am
not only pardoned in Christ, but | am accepted tgefdod in Christ Jesus, for Christ’'s sake, andres o
with Christ I am now dear to God. And what is vemgrvelous, | am as dear to God as Jesus Christ
Himself is! | am brought as near as Christ is! | aimat Christ is, for He who was once my representa-
tive in my sin, and bore the wrath of God for menow my representative in His glory, and has ob-
tained favor and innumerable blessings for me.’sTikia blessed thing! “The Father Himself loves
you.” “Made near by the blood of Christ.” “Belovedlow are we the sons of God, and it does not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that whenltédl sppear, we shall be like He. For we shall see
Him as He is.” The gift of Christ to us is a fullgof of divine love, and wherever it is receivedsithe
proof of God’s love to the receiver.

So, too, the way to havammunion with the Fathes the same. “Oh how I long to talk with God,”
says one. “He seems to be a long way off, andhick& tlarkness shuts Him out from me; O that | could
speak with Him, even though the only words | samlld be that of the returning prodigal: ‘Father, |
have sinned against heaven and before You.” Belowden you see Jesus Christ who bore your sins in
His own body on the tree; when you see Him ascgndmto heaven, you have access with boldness
unto God, because Christ has entered within tHeawei stands in the presence of God for you! Ydu ta
with God when you draw near in Jesus Christ; yamvection that all your sin is put away through Him
that you are accepted through Him, that you livelim as the member lives in the body, that He isryo
covenant head, and that His honors and gloriealbreflected upon you—this assured belief bringa y
so near to God that as a man speaks with his freveh so do you commune with Him! “Truly, our fel-
lowship is with the Father, and with His Son JeShsst.”

Again, we by Jesusome to resemble the Fathdihere is no way to get the likeness of the Father
except by learning God'’s love in the person of égsr Son. Here, too, Christ is the way. You imitate
Christ, and so become like the Father; you comnwitie Jesus Christ, and as you talk with Him, His
character sacredly operates upon yourself, anday@whanged from glory to glory, as by the image of
the Lord. | believe dear brothers and sisters tiatmoment we forget Christ, and then seek after pe
sonal sanctification; we are trying to get to aaurpey’s end by declining to tread the road tdt iis, at
least | find it so, impossible to grow in grace epcby abiding evermore at the foot of the crostew!
know by faith, not by any other evidence than hthféhat Jesus loved me, and gave Himself for me;
when | see grace magnified in sin laid @i rather than ome, and when | see justice magnified in
that sin being put away by Him; and when | see graad justice together, clasping hands in solemn
covenant to secure my soul against all fear of, tis&n | feel that | am master over sin! Then | fag
soul loves God, yearns for God, mounts up to Goddthan it is she becomes more like God than she
was before! So Christ is the way from sin, with\a# can say of it, to the Father, with all the bésb
things that flow from His throne.

[I. WHAT SORT OF WAY IS CHRIST, AND FOR WHAT SORT OF RPPLE?

First, let me say He ige king’s highwaywhich means that He is the divinely-appointed irayn
sin to the Father. If we came to you, dear friemdsp are seeking salvation, and told you of a why o
mercy, you would naturally inquire, “Who said it svthe way? Who appointed it?” And if we replied
that it was appointed by the last council at Rohshould not wonder if you felt serious doubts abou
the matter, and questioned whether a council of coeitd infallibly determine the way of grace! But |
have to tell you this day that Jesus Christ is ‘they” of God’s appointment! Thus says the word of
God—"Being justified freely by His grace througtetredemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God has
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in Hisod, to declare His righteousness for the reiorissf
sins that are past, through the forbearance of @odeclare, | say, at this time His righteousn#ésat
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He might be just, and the justifier of him whicHibees in Jesus.” God the Father devised this pfan
salvation by the transference of sin to Christ, Bpdhe punishment of Christ the substitute, indtef
us! It is clear to me that if God is satisfied wikie way, | ought to be; if He, the grieved pafégls that
Christ has finished the work, and that He can nostly forgive us, why need we raise questions? O
God, if You can look at Jesus and be well-plearddim, surely | can! If You are perfectly contenithv
the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, suretay be! Now then, because it is the king’s highway
(I recommend you, my hearers, to be very clear)hdrgou are trusting in Christ who is the wayd#
vine appointment, if He were to fail you, which ldannot do, the blame would not lie wigby, but
with Him who appointed Him. | speak reverently. But He &jpgointed a way which cannot fail, for He
is infinite wisdom and infinite power.

Then, as the king’'s highway is an open way, | came to it and need ask no man’s leave. If | am
treading the king’s highway, | cannot be a trespatisere. Poor sinner, Christ is the way from ysiar
to God, and you need ask nobody’s leave to con@otbthrough Jesus Christ! “He is able to save them
to the uttermost them that come to God by Him.”rfHhat comes to Me,” He said, “I will in no wise
cast out.” Come and welcome! God appoints the aagl, when He appoints the way, He puts it thus in
1 John 2:21, “And He is the propitiation for ounsi and not for ours only, but also for the singhaf
whole world"—in order that any sinner in the whelerld who wills to come to the Father by Christ
may pluck up courage and perceive that his sine baen laid on Jesus!

Again, it isa perfectway. “I am the way.” The way from sin to the Fathg Christ is complete. It
would not be complete unless it came down where aray but it does. Where are you? Up to your
throat in drunkenness? Where are you? Defiled ldyliiemg? soul, there is a road from where you may
go right up to the immaculate perfection of thesBld Savior at God’s right hand, and that road is
CHRIST! You have not to make a road to get to GhiShrist comes to you where you are; the good
Samaritan did not ask the wounded man to comentoamd promise that then he would pour in the oil
and wine; no, he came where he was and poured @hrist will come where you are! Saul of Tarsus
did not go far to meet Christ. He was riding to tlewil as fast as he could, but he was suddenlglstr
down, then and there where he was, and as he wasJemus spoke life to him! He can do just the
same with you; you think you have some preparattonsiake, some feelings to pass through, some-
thing or other to perform before you may believat tGhrist has taken your sins; but all you canado t
make yourself fit for Christ is to make yoursalifit! All your preparations are but foul lumber—put
them all away; you must come as you are, as asiforeJesus came not to call the righteous, but si
ners to repentance—"the whole have no need of aighy, but they who are sick.” And if, as you are,
you will come and take God’s way, and trust Jesitis &all your heart to save you, you will find Hellwi
prove to be the very Savior you need, for He ipadect a road that there is nothing needed abéhe
ginning; and nothing will be needed at the end! 8drave supposed that faith in the atoning sacrifice
may carry us a certain way, and after that we ratastd on another footing. God forbid | should say a

single word against good works! Did | not the otBeinday morning(see #940, Volume 16—THE WINNOW-
ING FAN—by the grace of God, for all 63 volumes@fH. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English, and rtieaa 574 Spanish transla-

tions, visit: www.spurgeongems.or@ddress you from these words, “Without Holinessnmn shall see the
Lord”? But good works are not tlveay to heaven, in whole or in part; they dnaits of salvation They
are the sure products of those who are savedhbuytlb not savea man! A faith that produces no works
will never save anybody, but that which saves nsemoit the work which comes from the faith, but the
faith itself, the faith in Jesus Christ; the topldwottom, the beginning and end of salvation Ireshie
Redeemer, not in us. “I am Alpha and Omega, thénbeyy and the ending,” says the Lord. If you think
that you are to patch up Christ’s robe of rightemss, or that Jesus is to begin, and you are tpleben
you know nothing of Christ, and need to be taugimething of yourself! It must ball Christ or no
Christ,all His mercy or no mercy. Grace must lay the fourmshatand grace must put on the topstone, or
else there can be no salvation. “I am the way,htmeeans that Christ is the way from where theesinn
now is right up to where God is, and he that géigsCshall come to the Father!

Christ is afree way. There is not a toll-bar at the entrance, gwdnere along the road. Many are
afraid to come into this road to heaven becausg ¢hanot pay the charges—but there are no charges
whatever! Whoever wills to have Christ may have Hamthe taking! He that will pay for Christ cannot
have Him at all! You may have Him for the askingr He is freely given. The way in which to have
Christ is the way in which you have water, thatog drinking. Receive Christ, for “unto as manyres
ceived Him, to them gave He power to become thes s6rGod, even to as many as believed on His
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name.” There are no legal conditions of salvataid Hown anywhere; | know it is sometimes said that
repentance and faith are conditions—from one pofntiew, and in one aspect, | might tolerate the
term—>but truly and really there is no bargain madeveen God and a sinner. It is never you do this,
and | will do that; it is always, “I will do thisof you, and then you shall believe and repent agdh
sult.” If faith is, in one respect a condition,istin another respect a gift of God, and thoughane
commanded to repent, yet Jesus is exalted on bigivé repentance! So you poor sinners who have no
repentance, or anything of your own, | bid you camdesus Christ for everything! He is the way, and
the whole way; this is a free way—nothing to pagthing to do, nothing to be, nothing to bring, no
merits, no deserving, no preparations. It is alg@ce; all the Gift of God to the very vilest bktvile.

Oh, it does sometimes seem too good to be trutalhf@r nothing I, a great sinner, shall be sdvudit
when | think of what the Savior is, that He is Gttgt He came from heaven; that He became a man for
my sake; that He, the God-man, Immanuel, was boeddéed, and bore the wrath of God; by His grace
| can believe it! And, O my Lord, | dare no moredaghy of my driveling merits to the worth of Your
dear Son than of stitching some foul, infected fags1 a dunghill to a garment made of worked gold!
How could | put any nothingness of mine, that amly folly calls anything, side by side with the ever
precious merits of Your dear Son?

Again, let me add, it is permanentvay. Jesus says, “I am the way’—not a way for Alara, Isaac,
and Jacob only, but for you; not for the apostesl martyrs, and early saints only, but for YOU—

“His precious blood shall never lose its power,

Till all the ransomed church of God

Are saved to sin no more.”
It is a way that never has been broken up, andrnelebe; all the floods of all His people’s sitgve
never made a swamp or bog-hole in this blessed albtie earthquakes and upheavals of our rebslliou
natures have never made a gap or chasm in thieggoway! Straight from the very gates of hell, wehe
the sinner is by nature, right up to the hilltopsheaven, this glorious causeway runs in one urdmok
line, and will, forever and forever, till every eteone shall be gathered safe into the eternal home

Let me add it is goyful way. You noted in the chapter we read that theested are to return with
songs, and everlasting joy is to be upon their sieAt believers in Christ as such are a happy r@Ad
joicing people. “But,” one says, “l| have seen bedis mourn!” That is because they wander from the
way. If they continued simply trusting in the sutgion of Christ; if they kept their eye on Himdcwon
Him only, they would know no sorrow. Where theragssin there is no sorrow; and when the believer
knows that he has no sin—that it is put away inisghthen he also has no sorrow. Then his peddeeis
a river, because his righteousness is as the wd\vbe sea. Dear heart, if you would be happy, ctome
Christ, and abide with Him!

Lastly on this point, He itheonly way. So is He the only way that yoannotbe saved if you trust
anywhere else. This way which God has plannedyandasin upon the substitute, is such that it & th
only possible way, and therefore God will not hgee insult His wisdom and His grace by trying to
patch up another! Do not try to find a way by yown feelings or your own works; there is no such
way. All these supposed ways will end in disappaent and in ruin. Jesus Christ is the one foundatio
build on Him. God help you to say, “I will now castyself flat upon Christ, having no confidence in
myself. | will make Him my confidence; He shall bey all in all.” If you have done that, you are a
saved soul! Go your way and rejoice with unspeakgiy!

Thus we see what kind of way it is, but for wkatt of people is it madeRurriedly in these two or
three words | replyfor all sorts of peopleChrist is the way to heaven for anybody and ewealybwho
is led to walk there. Christ is the way to heavanybu, poor wanderer, though you have soughthbe t
ater and music hall, and worse places, to driveyawar melancholy. Come to Jesus, for He is the way
to peace, the very way for a wanderer like you!igths the way for exiles, for banished ones, farse
who have not seen the face of God for many a teygh once they rejoiced in Him. Backslider, if you
would get back to your God, Christ is the way. €his the way for captives. You who bear your chain
clanking about you today, who feel as if you neweuld be free—take heart, take heart—there is a way
of escape yet, and Christ is that way! Make a despgush for it, and say, “I will throw myself anHis
arms; If He reject me | shall be the first one, buiill go and rest on the bloody sacrifice of tlikgar
Son of God who sweat great drops of blood becatisgydeavy sins, my heavy, heavy sins. Christ is
the way; let me add, for the poorest of the poaur ®laster, when He makes a feast, sends us out to
bring in men and women from the highways and hedgghwaymen and hedge birds—those who have
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not a house or a friend of their own! You who aredst of the low, and vilest of the vile; you whe a
all but in hell, and are condemned already; you Wdat hell’s dark door bound in affliction anabir,
shut out from mercy, as you think—Christ is the viaryyou! For all who long to escape from sin; for
all who would come to God; for all who have a desifter mercy or eternal Life, the great trumpet is
blown, and may you come who are ready to perisly, tn@ most needy and abject, and lost, and self-
condemned, say, “I will come now and trust in Jesti® died, the just for the unjust, to bring us to
God.”

lll. The last point is, HOW WE MAKE CHRIST OUR WAY, AN/HETHER HE IS OUR WAY
NOW.

How do we make Christ our way? Why, as we makeahgr way our way! We hear a man say,
“This is my way.” How does he make that his way’ Ha got the title-deeds of it? Has he a charter
from his Majesty? No, nothing of the sort! The waywhich | shall make the Clapham Road my way
after | have done preaching is by getting ontéiid the way in which Christ becomes a sinner’s vgay
simply by going to Christ! That is all; you have legal rights, no forms or ceremonies to go threagh
you have but to come to the king’s highway by ingtChrist and Christ is yours! “But may 1,” says
one, “without any warrant, come and trust Chris{?hat warrant do you need? The only warrant is
God'’s permission, and you have a great deal mane tthat—you have Godommane—-which is more
than permission! He has said, “Go you into allwegld and preach the gospel to every creaturehide t
believes and is baptized shall be saved, but hebd#laeves not shall be damned.” In believing yau d
what that gospel warrants by its command! “Beligvéhe Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved,” i
God’s word! You certainly have a right to do whatddZommands/ou to do, so that your right to trust
Christ lies in God’'s command. He says He will sgwa through what Christ has done. Will you believe
Him? Will you believe Him so as to trust today ihat Christ has done? If you do not, you make God a
liar. If you do, you glorify God by believing Higgtimony, and you glorify His Son by trusting insHi
work—and you are saved!

Now, in order to keep the way your own, all youisl®éo continue in it. How do you keep any other
way as your own, but by a charter, by a fresh rtght you had not at first? No, not at all. “Thgsmy
way,” | say, “as long as | keep to that way. lairi the other way, | cannot say that it is my watyleast
nobody would believe a way to be my way if | wemti contrary direction! If | leap over the hedge an
go off in another direction and say, “This is myyd lie. Man alive—that is your way which you go;
your possession of the way lies in your keepingwhag. So now, Christian, Christ continues yours by
the same way in which He became yours. That isdoy still trusting Him,not by anything youlo, or
are by yourself, or in yourself. Because Jesusiyeu live also, not because of anything you dde"
just shall live byfaith,” not by any other means. You are not to begithm Spirit, and then be made
perfect in the flesh. You are not to begin to wiaykconfidence in Christ, and afterwards go on ttkwa
by confidence in your own evidences and graces.r¥sidences and graces will always shine best
when you think the least of them, and always welldightest with God when you look most at His dear
Son, and not at them! If you ever take your bedtigs and sanctifications, and make them a gro@ind o
hope, you are building on that which will crumblenleath you in the time of trial; but as long as you
keep to this, “Still a sinner, but still washedtive blood; still in myself guilty, but no guilt @hine im-
puted to me, all laid on my substitute; still mysbprayers, my best hymns, my almsgivings, my greac
ing, my all—alldefiled—but yet | am clean through Him that washes my,faetl makes me clean in
His most precious blood.” This is the way to livlee way to live evermore, not only as a beginnat, b
when you are advanced in divine grace—the wayvi® When you are becoming a mature matron or
veteran soldier, and the way when you come toldis!especially, then, in those last moments, it
fling everything away but just what Christ has dowe might have been troubling ourselves a great
deal before about marks, evidences, and so onylhern it comes to the last, we are like the good man
who on his dying bed, tried to pick out what wasdjoand what was bad of his own doings. He said he
was a long while judging them, but they were so Imoifca burden that he at last tied them all upria o
bundle and flung them over, and rested on Chrastedl That is the very best thing for us all to dere
now—

“None but Jesus, none but Jesus,

Can do helpless sinners good.”
This will not make you unholy but holy. If you bedie this, you will seek to honor and glorify Godiwi
all your might, and when you have done all, yod el that you are unprofitable servants; and Hi®
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dear arms you will cast yourselves, and pray thatiands that were pierced may still embrace yod, a
keep you safe in death and in eternity.

Now, the question to finish with is this, “Is Chrimiy way today?” Oh, | know many of you could
rise up and say, “Yes, He is! By His grace He lisral salvation, and all my desire—

“Nothing in my hands | bring,

Simply to the cross | cling.”
“My God, You know all things; You know my soul’s lgrreliance is on Your dying, Your risen, Your
ever-living Son, who is my Hope, my all.”

But, perhaps there are some here who are notawtdy because they do not even know it. | believe
there is no doctrine so little known in Englandfas gospel. While a great many doctrines are pexich
and very properly so, and the precepts are preagieethere are hearers who have heard for yeads, a
yet do not know this fundamental, essential doetohthe gospel—that God laid sin on Christ that He
might take sin off from us, and punished Him thatiight be just, and yet the justifier of the ungod
If you have never heard it before, you have hearebw! You will not perish, therefore, with that-ex
cuse! If you put aside that way of salvation, il wot be because you have never heard it! If yexish,
there will be no excuse for you!

But there are some who do not believe this plabetaivine. When they hear it and understand it,
they scrap it. Some will say it is inconsistenthwilhe pursuit of morality. Others will say it isntastic
or unjust. One will say this, and another that. Bwtugh the cross of Christ is to them that pefus-
ishness, to us who are saved it is the wisdom af &wl the power of God—and God forbid we should
preach any other gospel to you! Some there areevka hate it; they will gnash their teeth at theaid
of being pardoned through the merit of anotherir thghteous self feels indignant at being insulbsd
being put right out of the market! Ah, cast not ysoul away out of mere hate to God, but kiss Him
whom God has made King this day, and trust in Hihows priest forever after the order of Melchise-
dek, to put away the sin of man by His own greatiBee. Come now to Him, and take the atonement,
and the peace which He brings! Some are not saseaglise they are too fearful to come this way, dut t
such | would speak very gently. The bruised reedwilenot break; the smoking flax He will not
guench. Let not your sense of sin make you thittle lof my Master! You are a great sinner, but Bla i
greater Savior! Do not say that you have matchetsClor overmatched Him; come, Goliath sinner, the
Son of David can conquer you or save you yet—"THoygur sins are as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they are red like crimson, theyl &leaas wool.” Think of David, how foully he had
transgressed, yet with all the lust stains, andntiieder spots upon him, he had faith enough to say,
“Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean: wash and | shall be whiter than snow.” And so shall
you be whiter than snow, when once the bloody Beerof Christ in all its merit has become yours jta
may this very morning if you simply trust in Him! &y my God the Eternal Spirit; may my God the
blessed Father; may my God, even Jesus the Som,ndaay reluctant hearts now, and His shall be the
praise! Amen.
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