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“For we must all appear before the judgment seat@irist; that everyone may receive
the things done in his body, according to that hashdone, whether it is good or bad.”
2 Corinthians 5:10.

THIS morning we preached(See #1067, Volume 18—THE RESURRECTION CREDIBLE—ie
grace of God, for all 63 volumes of C. H. Spurgeermmons in Modern English, 574 Spanish translatioiss:
www.spurgeongems.orgyoncerning the resurrection of the dead, andammseconsistent with order to
carry forward our thoughts this evening, to thatolfollows immediately after the resurrection, ream
ly: the general judgment; for the dead rise on psepthat they may be judged in their bodies. Tharre
rection is the immediate prelude to the judgmeher€ is no need that | try to prove to you fromifscr
ture that there will be a general judgment, for\Werd of God abounds with proof-passages. You have
them in the Old Testament. You find David anticipgtthat great assize in the Psalms (especially in
such as the 49 50" 96" and the three that follow the 96 for most assuredly the Lord comes; He
comes to judge the earth in righteousness. Vesnsaly and very tenderly does Solomon in the Eccle-
siastes warn the young man, that, let him rejogceeamay and cheer his heart in the days of hithyou
for all these things God will bring him into judgnigefor God will judge every secret thing. Daniel i
the night visions beholds the Son of man comingp Wit clouds of heaven, and drawing near to the An-
cient of Days; then He sits upon the throne of jadgt and the nations are gathered before Him. $t wa
no new doctrine to the Jews; it was received ard@ed by them as a most certain fact that there
would be a day in which God would judge the eanmthighteousness. The New Testament is very ex-
press. The 250f Matthew, which we read to you just now, consaanguage, which could not possibly
be more clear and definite, from the lips of thei®aHimself. He is the faithful witness, and canbfe.

You are told that before Him will be gathered ations, and He shall divide them the one from tite o
er, as the shepherd divides the sheep from thes.goat

Other passages there are in abundance, as, fanoestthe one that is now before us, which is plain
enough. Another we might quote is in the SecondtEpio the Thessalonians, the first chapter, ftioen
7" to the 18 verse. Let us read it, “And to you who are trodhlest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall
be revealed from heaven with His mighty angeldlaming fire taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lasld Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and ftbenglory of His power; when He shall come to be
glorified in His saints, and to be admired in Akt that believe (because our testimony among yasi w
believed) in that day.” The book of the Revelat®wery graphic in its depicting that last gengualg-
ment. Turn to the 20chapter, at the Imand 13" verses. The seer of Patmos says, “And | saw & grea
white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whoseeféhe earth and the heaven fled away; and these wa
found no place for them. And | saw the dead, smadl great, stand before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened, which is dlo& Bf Life: and the dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the books, accordiagteir works.” Time would fail me to refer you adi
the Scriptures. It is asserted over and over aggithe Holy Spirit, whose word is truth, that thevs
be a judgment of the quick and of the dead.

Beside that direct testimony, it should be rememdehere is a valid argument that so it must be
from the very fact that God is just as the ruleeromen. In all human governments there must besan a
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size held. Government cannot be conducted withisutlays of session and of trial, and inasmuch as
there is evidently sin and evil in this world, iight be fairly anticipated that there would be madi
when God will go on circuit, and when He will cHike prisoners before Him and the guilty shall reeei
their condemnation. Judge for yourselves; is ties@nt state the conclusion of all things? If sbatw
evidence would you cite of divine justice in thetteof the fact that the best of men are ofterhia t
world the poorest and the most afflicted, while wWegst of men acquire wealth, practice oppressaod,
receive homage from the crowds? Who are they ttatin the high places of the earth? Are they not
those great transgressors who, “Wade through slaugh a throne, and shut the gates of mercy on
mankind”? Where are the servants of God? Theyureften in obscurity and suffering; do they ndt s
like Job among the ashes, subjects of little @ityd objects of much upbraiding? And where are the e
emies of God? Do not many of them wear purple amel inen, and fare sumptuously every day? If
there is no hereafter, then Dives has the best ahd the selfish man who fears not God is, afliethe
wisest of men, and more to be commended than hesvie But it cannot be so; our common sense re-
volts against the thought! There must be anothae sh which these anomalies will all be rectifiéid.

in this life only we have hope in Christ, we areaifmen the most miserable,” says the apostle.bEs¢

of men were driven to the worst of straits in thpsesecuting times for being God’s servants. Wioat d
you say, thenTFinis coronat opusthe end crowns the work? That cannot be the fswle of life, or
justice itself would be frustrated! There must estitution for those who suffer unjustly; there o a
punishment for the wicked and the oppressor!

Not only may this be affirmed from a general seofsgistice, but there is in the conscience of most
men, if not of all, an assent to this fact. As amh Buritan says, “God holds a petty session in\ever
man’s conscience which is the earnest of the asdgimeh He will hold by and by, for almost all men
judge themselves, and their conscience knows ¢hizetwrong, and that to be right. | say ‘almost all
for there seems to be in this generation a raceesf who have so stultified their consciences, tineat
spark appears to have gone out, and they put itesweet, and sweet for bitter. The lie they séem
approve, but the truth they do not recognize. Btutbnscience alone, and do not stupefy her, and yo
shall find her bearing witness that there is a gudfall the earth who must do right.” Now thigiscu-
liarly the case when conscience is allowed fullyplden who are busy about their work, or entertdine
with their pleasures, often keep their consciempast; as John Bunyan puts it, they shut up Mr.-Con
science; they blind his windows; they barricade dusrs, and as for the great bell on the top of the
house which the old gentleman was apt to ring, théythe rope of it so that he cannot get at it—for
they do not wish him to disturb the town of Mansduit when death comes it often happens that Mr.
Conscience escapes from his prison, and thenutagsu, he will make such a din that there isanot
sleeping head in all Mansoul! He will cry out angeage himself for his constrained silence, and make
the man know that there is a something within hohquite dead which cries out, still, for justieend
that sin cannot go unpunished. There must be anjedy then. Scripture asserts it—that should be
enough—Dbut by way of collateral evidence, the radtarder of things requires it, and consciencestdte
it.

Now we come to consider what our text says abaujutigment. | pray you, brothers and sisters, if |
should speak coldly tonight on this momentous taftsod, or fail to excite your attention and siur
deepest emotions, forgive me! And may God forgivee far | shall have good reason to ask God’s for-
giveness seeing that if ever a topic should awakerpreacher to zeal for the honor of his Lord, fond
the welfare of his fellow creatures, and so make tioubly in earnest—it is this. But then, permit toe
say that if ever there was a theme quite indepdnafethe speaker—which on itsvn account, alone,
should command your thoughtfulness, it is that WHioow bring before you. | feel no need of oratory
or of well-selected speech; the bare mention offdlcethat such a judgment is impending, and weH b
fore long occur might well hold you in breathleslersce, still the very throbbing of your pulse, and
choke the utterance of my lips! The certainty oftlie reality of it, the terrors that accompany tike-
impossibility of escaping from it all appeal toarsd demand our vigilance!
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I. I ask you now, who IS IT, OR WHO ARE THEY THAT WILHAVE TO APPEAR BEFORE
THE THRONE OF JUDGMENT? The answer is plain, it &smof no exemption—“We musill appear
before the judgment seat of Christ.” This is veegidive if there were no other text; we must all ap
pear—that is to say, every one of the human racemist all appear, and that the godly will not ke e
empted from this appearance is very clear, forajhastle here is speaking to Christians. He sayg “W
walk by faith, not by sight; we are confident; vabdr,” and so on. And then he puts‘ie must all
appear,” so that beyond all others, it is certain thatGifristiansmust appear there! The text is quite
conclusive upon that point; and if we had not teat, we have the passage in Matthew which we have
read, in which the sheep are summoned there asirdgras are the goats; and we have the passage in
Revelation where all the dead are judged accorttirtpe things which are written in the books. They
are all there! And if the objection should be rdis8Ve thought that the sins of the righteous, bein
pardoned and forever blotted out, they could neeene into judgment,” we have only to remind you,
beloved, that if they are so pardoned and blotteédas they undoubtedly are, the righteous haveao
son tofear coming into judgment! They are the persons whoetalie judgment, and will be able to
stand there to receive a public acquittal fromrtiauth of the great judge. Who among us wisheg, as i
were, to be smuggled into heaven unlawfully? Whsirds to have it said by the damned in hell, “You
were never tried, or else you might have been conde as we were”? No, brothers and sisters, we
have a hope that we can stand the trial; the waygbfeousness by Christ Jesus enables us to submit
ourselves to the most tremendous tests which dnagrbtirning day can bring forth! We are not afitaid
be put into the balances; we even desire that degnwur faith in Jesus Christ is strong and firon we
say, “Who is he that condemns?” We can challengeDidty of Judgment! Who is he that shall lay any-
thing to our charge in that day, or at any othieiges Christ has died and has risen again? It isssery
that the righteous should be there, that there nodyoe any partiality in the matter whatever—theg t
thing may be all clear and straight—and that tiveards of the righteous may be seen to be, though of
grace, yet without any violation of the most rigasqustice!

Dear brothers and sisters, what a day it will betlie righteous! For some of them were—perhaps
some here present are lying under some very teraitusation of which they are perfectly guiltiess.
will be cleared up then, and that will be one gialassing of that day! There will be a resurrectidn
reputationsas well as of bodies! Men call the righteous fothen shall they shine forth as the sun in
the kingdom of their Father! They hounded themedath as not being fit to live; in early ages thaid |
to the Christians charges of the most terrible attar which | should count it shame to mention; but
then they will all be clear—and those of whom therlel was not worthy, who were driven and hunted
about, and made to dwell in the caves of the eatfiey-shall come forth as worthy ones, and the world
shall know her true aristocracy, earth shall ownthge nobility! The men whose names she cast sut a
evil, shall then be held in great repute, for tisénall stand out clear and transparent without spot
blemish! It is well that there should be a triat fbe righteous, for the clearing and vindicatidrirem,
and that it should be public, defying the ridicaled criticism of all mankind!

“We mustall appear.” What a vast assembly; what a prodigi@ibeging, that of the entire human
race! It struck me as | was meditating upon thigest, what would be the thoughts of Father Adam as
he stood there with Mother Eve and looked uporoffspring? It will be the first time in which he $ia
ever had the opportunity of seeing all his childmneet together. What a sight will he then behold—far
stretching, covering all the globe which they inittabnough not only to people all earth’s plainst b
crown her hilltops, and cover even the waves ofsétee so numberless must the human race be Iifeall t
generations that have ever lived, or shall eve, Ishall at once rise from the dead! Oh, what lat sitat
will be! Is it too marvelous for our imagination pacture? Yet it is quite certain that the assempbhaill
be mustered, and the spectacle will be beheld!yewer from before the Flood, from the days of the pa
triarchs, from the times of David, from the Babybimkingdom; all the legions of Assyria, all thesks
of Persia, all the phalanx of the Greeks, all thst\varmies and legions of Rome, the barbarian, the
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Scythian, the bond, the free, men of every colod af every tongue—they shall all stand in thatagre
day before the judgment seat of Christ!

There come the kings—no greater than the men thkyheir slaves! There come the princes—but
they have doffed their coronets, for they mustatéee common flesh and blood! Here come the judges
to be judged, and the advocates and barristerangead advocate on their own account! Here come
those who thought themselves too good, and kepstteet to themselves; there are the Pharisees, hus
tled by the Publicans on both sides, and sunk dmathe natural level with them! Mark the peasants
rising from the soil! See the teeming myriads frouotside the great cities streaming in, countlestsho
such as no Alexander or Napoleon ever beheld! Seethe servant is as great as his master! “Liberty,
equality, fraternity,” is now proclaimed! No kingso princes, no nobles can shelter themselves tehin
their order, or assert a privilege, or claim an immity; alike on one common level they all standetibg
er to be tried before the last tremendous tribukere shall stand the wicked of every sort. Proud
Pharaoh shall be there; Senacherib the haughtyd-&ho would have slain the young Child; Judas,
who betrayed his Master; Demas, who sold Him fdd gand Pilate, who would gladly have washed his
hands in innocence. There shall come the longofisinfallibles”; the whole line of popes to receiv
their damnation at the Almighty’s hands! And théepts who trod upon the necks of nations, and the
tyrants that used the priests as their tools—thml £ome to receive the thunderbolts of God which
they so richly deserve! Oh, what a scene it will beese little companies which look to us so large
when they are gathered together beneath this haov, they shrink into the drop of a bucket as com-
pared with the ocean of life that shall swell arduahe throne at the last great Judgment Day! W# sha
all be there!

Now, the most important thought connected with,ttasme, is that shall be there; to you young
men, thatyouwill be there; to you, you aged of every sorttty@y, in propria personaeach one shall
be there. Are you rich? Your dainty dress shalpbeoff. Are you poor? Your rags shall not exemgi y
from attendance at that court. None shall saynfltao obscure.” You must come up from that hiding
place. None shall say, “I am too public.” You mastne down from that pedestal. Everyone must be
there. Note the wordwe.” “We must all appear.” And still further, note the wotdppear.” “We must
all appear.” No disguise will be possible! You cannot come ¢héressed in masquerade of profession
or attired in robes of state! We must appear; wstrbe seen through, must be displayed, and must be
revealed! Off will come your garments, and yagpirit will be judged of God, not after appearance, but
according to thenward heart.Oh, what a day that will be when every man, wonaad child shall see
himself, and every man shall see his fellow, areefes of angels, and the eyes of devils, andytbe e
of God upon the throne shall see us through amaugin Let these thoughts dwell upon your minds
while you take this for the answer to our firstuimy, who is to be judged?

II. Our second question is, WHO WILL BE THE JUDGE? “Wiast all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ.” That Christ should be appointedggi of all mankind is most proper and fitting. Our
British law ordains that a man shall be tried by peers, and there is justice in the statute. N@aL_brd
God will judge men, but at the same time it willibehe person of Jesus Christ the man. Men sleall b
judged by a man! He who was once judged by men gligle men; Jesus knows what man should be,
for He has been under the law Himself in deep hiynHe can hold the scales of justice evenly,Her
has stood in man’s place and bore and braved ntemiptations. He therefore is the fittest judge that
could be selected. | have sometimes heard andsexatbns in which the preacher said that a Christian
ought to rejoice that his judge is his friend. Theray be no impropriety intended, still, it seemsnie
rather a questionable suggestion; | should nottlkput it in that way, because any judge that pas
tial to his friends when he sat on the judgment s®ald deserve to come off the seat immediately! A
a judge, | expect no favoritism from Christ; | egpavhen He sits there He will deal out even-handed
justice to all. I cannot see how it is right foryaminister to hold it forth that we should find encage-
ment in the judge being our friend. Friend or nerfd, we shall go in for &air trial, every one of us,
and Christ will not be a respecter of persons. @h vhom God has appointed to judge the world, it
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shall not be said, when the assize is over, thatvid&ed at the crimes of some and extenuated them,
while He searched out the faults of others and icbed them. He will be fair and upright throughout.
He is our friend, | grant you, and He will be otehd and Savior forever! But as a judge we muspke
to the thought, and believe and maintain it thawkebe impartial to all the sons of men. You whiave

a fair trial; He who judges you will not take sidagainst you. We have sometimes thought that men
have been shielded from the punishment they deddrgeause they were of a certain clerical profes-
sion, or because they occupied a certain officaltmpn.

A poor laborer who kills his wife shall be hangbdt when another man of superior station does the
same deed of violence, and stains his hands watiblbod of her whom he had vowed to love and cher-
ish, the capital sentence shall not be executed tpu. Everywhere we see in the world that with the
best intentions justice somehow or other does s$quiittle! Even in this country there is just thlgght-
est possible turning of the scale and God grantrtfasy be cured before long! | do not think it iseim-
tional, and | hope the nation will not long havectimplain about it. There ought to be the samecgist
for the poorest beggar that crawls into a casuatiwas for his lordship who owns the broadest aicres
all England! Before the law, at least, all men dughstand equal! So shall it be with the judgalbthe
earth.Fiat justitia, ruat caelumChrist will by all means hold the scales even! ball have a fair trial,
and a full trial, too; there shall be no concealtr@ranything in your favor, and no keeping baclanf/-
thing against you; no witnesses shall be bornesadtwe sea to keep them out of the way; they sHall
be there, and all testimony shall be there; andhall is needed to condemn or to acquit shall loe pr
duced in full court at that trial; and thereforevitl be a final trial. From that court there wile no ap-
peal! If Christ says, “cursed!” Cursed must theyfdrever! If Christ says, “blessed!” Blessed slia#y
be forever. Well, this is what we have to expdugnt to stand before the throne of the man, Cheist
sus, the Son of God, and there to be judged.

lll. Now the third point is, WHAT WILL BE THE RULE OF IDNGMENT? The text says, “That
everyone may receive the things done in his bodgoraing to that he has done, whether it is good or
bad.” Then it would appear that our actions willthken in evidence at the last. Not our professian,
our boasts, but owrctionswill be taken in evidence at the last, and eveanrshall receive according to
what he has done in the body! That implies thatykeng done by us in this body will be known. gt i
all recorded; it will be all brought to light. Thedore, in that day every secret sin will be puldghwhat
was done in the chamber; what was hidden by thiendas shall be published as upon the housetop;
every secret thing. With great care you have cdedag most dexterously you have covered it ug, bu
it shall be brought out to your own astonishmerfoton a part of your judgment! There hypocriticat a
tions as well as secret sins will be laid bare;Rharisee who devoured the widow’s house, and raade
long prayer will find that widow’s house broughtaagst him, and the long prayer, too, for the long
prayer will then be understood as having been g l@nagainst God from beginning to end! Oh, how
fine we can make some things look with the aid ahp and varnish, and gilt! But at the last dafy, o
will come the varnish and veneer, and the true inta real substance will then be seen!

When it is said that everything that is done in ltloey will be brought up as evidence against us or
for us, remember this includes every omission a$ ageevery commission; for that which is not done
that ought to have been done is as greatly sisftih@ doing of that which ought not to be done. yaid
not notice, when we were reading that"2%hapter of Matthew, how those on the left handenen-
demned, not for what they did, but for what they mhbt do—"I was hungry, and you gave Me no meat:
| was thirsty, and you gave Me no drink”? Where ldaome of you stand, according to this rule, which
have lived in neglect of holiness, and neglectaithf and neglect of repentance before all yours@day
Think, | pray you! Recollect, too, that all our wisrwill be brought up. For every idle word that man
shall speak, he will have to give an account; dhdua thoughts, too, for these lie at the bottohoor
actions, and give the true color to them, goodaat. lDur motives, our sins of the heart—especially o
hatred of Christ, our neglect of the gospel, ouralief—all of these shall be read aloud and publish
unreservedly. “Well,” says one, “who, then, canshged?” Ah, indeed, who then can be saved? Let me
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tell you who; there will come forward those who bdelieved in Jesus, and albeit they have many sins
to which they might well plead guilty, they will kable to say, “Great God, You did provide for us a
substitute, and You did say that if we would acdeph, He should be a substitute for us and take our
sins upon Himself. And by Your grace we did acddph, and our sins were laid on Him, and we have
now no sins—they have been transferred from ubdagteat Savior, substitute, and sacrifice.” And in
that day there will be none who can put in an dipecto that plea! It will hold good, for God haaid,
“Whoever believes on Christ Jesus shall never mel@mned.” Then will the actions of the righteous,
the gracious actions, be brought forth to prove tingy had faith; for that faith which never proveself

by good works is a dead faith, and a faith thak meler save a soul.

Now, if the dying thief were brought up, he woults“My sins were laid on Jesus.” “Yes, but how
about your good works? You must have some evidehgeur faith,” Satan might reply. Then would
the recording angel say, “The dying thief said i®ofallow thief who was dying with him, ‘Why are yo
railing?’ In his last moments he did what he codld;rebuked the thief that was dying with him, and
made a good confession of his Loftherewas the proof of the sincerity of his faith!” Dezearer, will
there be any proof of the sincerityyajur faith? If your faith has no evidence before thed,avhat will
you do? Suppose you thought you had a faith, and we drinking; suppose you did as | know some
have done here—go straight from this place intoptiglic house? Or suppose you joined the Christian
Church, and remained a drunk? Yes, and women have tthat as well as men! Suppose you professed
to have faith in Christ, and yet cheated in yourghts and measures, and common dealings? Do you
think that God will never require these things atityhands? Oh, sirs, if you are no better thanratien
in your conduct, you are no better than other nmeyour character-and you will stand no better than
other men on the Judgment Ddf/'lyour actions are not superior to theirs, youynpaofess what you
will about your faith, but you are deceived, anddaseivers you will be discovered at the Last Great
Day. If grace does not make us differ from othenpieis not the divine grace which God gives His
elect! We are not perfect, but all God’s saintsgk#eeir eyes on the great Standard of perfectiod, a
with strong desire, aim to walk worthy of their higalling of God, and to bring forth works which
prove that they love God. And if we have not theigas following faith, or if they are not put in asi-
dence for us at the Last Great Day, we shall nalbe to prove our faith. Oh, you who have no faith
Christ, no faith in Jesus the substitute—that ldgrnegative, that treacherous unbelief of youtshe a
condemning sin against you! It will be proof positithat you hated God, for a man must hate God, in-
deed, who will spurn His counsels, give no heeHisreproof, scorn His grace, and dare the vengeanc
of Him who points out the way of escape, and tha gzat leads to life!

He who will not be saved by God’s mercy proves timhates the God of mercy! If God gives His
own Son to die, and men will not trust in His Swail] not have Him as their Savior—that one sin, if
they had no other, would at once prove that theseveeemies of God, and black at heart! But if your
faith is in Jesus; if you love Jesus; if your hegoes out to Jesus; if your life is influenced bguk; if
you make Him your example as well as your Saviwrd will be evidence—you cannot see it, but there
will be evidence in your favor! For notice thoseagpus things, when the evidence was brought, and
Christ said, “l was hungry and you gave Me meatsty and you gave Me drink,” they said, “O Lord,
we never knew this.” Should any man stand up hetesay, “I have plenty of evidence to prove my
faith,” | would reply, “Hold your tongue, sir! Holgour tongue! | am afraid you have no faith at ail,
you would not be talking about your evidences.” Bytou are saying, “Oh, | am afraid | have not the
evidence that will stand me in good stead at teg”Iget if all the while you have been feeding then-
gry, and clothing the naked, and doing all you fmarChrist, | would tell you not to be afraid. TMas-
ter will find witnesses to say, “That man relievee when | was in poverty; he knew | was one of
Christ’s, and he came and helped me.” And anothiicame and say (perhaps it will be an angel), “I
saw him when he was alone in his chamber, and Heargray for his enemies.” And the Lord will say,

“I read his heart when | saw how he put up withuteh)y and slander, and persecution, and would not
make any answer for My sake. He did it all as ptbat My grace was in his heart.” You will not have
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to fetch up the witnesses—the Judge will call thesnHe knows all about your case, and as He cglls
the witnesses, you will be surprised to find howerethe ungodly will be obliged to consent to th&t ju
salvation of the righteous! Oh, how the secret deadd the true heart-sincerity of the righteousenv
thus unveiled, will make devils bite their tonguesvrath to think that there was so much of graverny

to the sons of men with which to defeat persecutiorovercome temptation, and to follow on in obedi
ence to the Lord! Oh yes, the deeds, the deedsleibaés of men; not their prating, not their prafass
not their talk, but theideeds(though nobody shall be saved by theritsof their deeds)—their deeds
shall be theevidence/proobf their grace, or their deeds shall be the ewdéroof of theirunbelief.
And so, by their works shall they stand before ltbed, or by their works shall they be condemned as
evidence, and nothing more!

I\VV. Now the last point is this—WHAT IS THE OBJECTIVE AHIS JUDGMENT? Will sentence
of acquittal and condemnation be given, and thenathole thing is over? Far from it! The judgment is
with a view from then on—"That every man may reeetlaie things done in his body.” The Lord will
grant unto His people an abundant reward for all they have done; not that theégserveany reward
since God firsgavethem divine grace tdo good works, and then took those good works asecel of
a renewed heart, and then gave them a reward far tlvby had done! Oh, what a bliss it will be tathe
it said, “Well done, good and faithful servant”—tou who have worked for Christ when nobody knew
it, to find that Christ took stock of it all; to yovho served the Lord under misrepresentationni tihat
the Lord Jesus cleared the chaff away from the tylaea knew that you were one of His precious ones;
for Him, then, to say, “Enter into the joy of yduwsrd,” oh, what a bliss will it be to you!

But to the ungodly, how terrible! They are to reeethe things that they have done, that is to say,
the punishmentdue—not every man alike, but the greater sinnerdteater doom. To the man who
sinned against the light of God, a greater damnati@n to the man who had not the same light of
God—Sodom and Gomorrah their place; Tyre and Siblem place, and then to Capernaum and Beth-
saida their place of more intolerable torment beeahey had the gospel and rejected it—so the Lord
Himself tells us. And the punishment will not oitlg meted out in proportion to the transgressionhjtbu
will be a development of the evil actions donehe evil consequences to be endured, as every man
shall eat the fruit of his own ways. Sin, after tieural order, ripens into sorrow. This is notliac
fate, but it is the operation of a divine law, wa®d invariable. Oh, how dreadful it will be foetmali-
cious man to have to forever gnaw his own enviaesthto find his malice come home to him as birds
come home to roost; to hoot forever in his own el terrible for the lustful man to feel lust Imimg
in every vein which he can never gratify; for theirk to have a thirst which not even a drop of wate
can allay; for the glutton who has fared sumptupeskry day, to be in perpetual hunger! How exeruci
ating for the soul that has been wrathful, to bever wrathful with the fire of wrath forever bungi
like a volcano in his soul; and the rebel againstl @rever a rebel, cursing God whom he cannothtpuc
and finding his curses coming back upon himselfrehis no punishment worse than for a man who is
sinfully disposed to gratify his lusts, to satisfig bad propensities, and to multiply and fattenhices!
Only let men grow into what they would be, and teea what they would be like!

Last Saturday, it may be, there were half-a-dozekdn heads, and wives and children were in one
general skirmish. Keep those people together—leir thigor continue unimpaired by age or decay
while they keep on developing their characters; wthgy would be worse than a herd of tigers! Let
them give way to their rage and anger, with nothmgheck their passions; let miserly, greedy peopl
forever go on with their greed; it makes them nabéx here, but let these things be indulgefbiaver,
and what worse hell do you need? Oh, sin is hell, laoliness is heaven! Men will receive the things
done in their body. If God has made them love Himy shall go on to love Him; if God has made them
trust Him, they shall go on to trust in Him; if Gbds made them to be like Christ, they shall gtodme
like Christ, and they shall receive the things dontheir body as a reward. But if a man has liredin,

“He that is filthy shall be filthy still.” He thabtas been unbelieving shall be unbelieving stilisTthen,
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shall be the worm that never dies, and the firectvimever shall be quenched, to which shall be added
the wrath of God forever and forever!

Oh, that we may have grace, every one of us, eotéeChrist! He is our only safety! Simple faith in
Jesus is the basis for the character which will@rat last that you are chosen of God! A simpléebel
in the merits of the Lord Jesus, worked in us by Holy Spirit, is the rocky foundation upon which
shall be built up, by the same divine hands, therastter which shall evidence that the kingdom was
prepared for us from before the foundations ofwoeld! God work in us such a character, for Chsist’
sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—MATTHEW 25.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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