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“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by tiéord of God.”
Romans 10:17.

IT is difficult to make men understand that thevatibn of the gospel is not by works, but entirely
by grace, that it is not presented to men asdivard of their own endeavors, but is given to them fyeel
upon their accepting it by an act of simple faititrast in Jesus Christ. However plainly we mayagte
this truth of God, there will always be some whdl wiisunderstand us, and as many more who will
raise objections against it; as if it were theirtpga give an opinion, and not to do as they acelyi the
Lord. But when men are brought under the teachfrtfheoword to see that the pardon of their sinsl, an
the acceptance of their souls does not lie withraayit of their own, or any doings of their own pémer
difficulty generally presents itself. They will sg¥Vhat is this faith of which you speak?” And whee
assure them that it is a simple trust or confideincéhe finished work of Christ, and then straigayw
they say, “How can we get this faith? How can we&bthis confidence?” To us who have faith, this
guestion is very easy to answer, for when we h#dadyladsome news of a finished salvation for lost
sinners, complete forgiveness for the guilty, aodegtance for the ungodly—simply upon believing in
Jesus—we came to Jesus, and we trusted in Himyancbntinue still to trust, and we have joy and
peace through believing. We see far more reasanselef than for doubt. Yet, nevertheless, thae a
hundreds and thousands who are awakened, andsgnoguiring to whom this is a great difficulty—
“How can | get the faith which gives me possessib@hrist Jesus, and brings me salvation?” Our text
is the ready answer, practically a complete ansam@rgoctrinally or theologically complete, but gtia
cally perfect. “Faith comes by hearing, and heabgghe Word of God.” “But faith is the work of the
Holy Spirit in the soul, is it not?” Certainly; “Ahit is given by the Spirit to God’s own chosenSsar-
edly; yet, nevertheless, it was not necessaryh®@apostle to mention those facts here. Some peesen
always for having a whole system of theology inrg\@rmon, but it is not necessary that they should
be gratified. Paul is clear enough about the wdrthe Spirit in other places, and it is not necesaat
he should introduce that subject into every linevniges; it was practically unnecessary for hinmten-
tion that subject in the present instance, ancetbe, he did not do so. It would sometimes puraie
ther than instruct an inquirer if we were to gooirthe full details of a matter. For instance, #&rh
thirsty, how shall | quench my thirst? By a drinkveater; but in what way can | obtain water? Ittqui
suffices for practical purposes, for you to tell toggo to the tap or the fountain; there is no neeelx-
plain to me before | drink, that the water is suggbby a company, and forced to the fountain bydsyn
machines, having been first extracted from thetgi@matains beneath by artesian wells, or drawmfro
the river at Thames Ditton; nor would it be necegsa answer to my question, to trace the rivetht®
clouds, and to treat upon the formation of vaporthey skill and wisdom of God. Practically, to the
thirsty man, all you need to say is, “There’s thaev, drink.”

| will add another illustration. A man is hungrydahe asks you, “How can | get bread?” “Go to the
baker’s,” you say. The answer is complete enoughifo; it meets the case at once. If he wantsgelar
declaration of how bread is obtained, we can dive him at another time when he is no longer hyhgr
We will tell him how the corn is sown in the furraef the earth, and how by mysterious processes of
nature it germinates, grows, and ripens; we wdtér it from the reaper to the thresher, and froen th
thresher to the mill; and we will also show thatlydaread is as much a gift from heaven as the rmann
which dropped down upon the hungry people in tHdemess. But, it is not necessary for the feeding
the hungry that we should on every occasion go aftdhose details, although we hold very sound
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views upon them. And when you are dealing with mxi@us person, it will suffice to say to him, “fait
comes by hearing”; further information can be siggpbunder happier circumstances. | mean to keep to
our text this morning, and if any shall charge m#han omission of the work of the Spirit, or aldiae

to trace all saving faith to the electing graceGafd, | shall bear the charge without murmuring,yonl
saying that my soul rejoices as much as that ofmaay living in the work of the Spirit of God; arttiat

the electing love of God and His determinate puepage precious truths of God to me. If the texd wa
sufficient for Paul; it will, | trust, be sufficierior you.

May the Spirit of God assist us while we meditgbenithe way by which faith comebhis shall be
followed by a brief indication ofertain obstructions which often lie in that waand then we will con-
clude by dwelling upotthe importance that faith should come to us by #pgointed road.

l. First, then, THE WAY BY WHICH FAITH COMES TO MEN.Faith comes by hearing.”

It may help to set the truth more clearly, if we/,saegatively,that it doesnot come by any other
process than by hearing—not by any mysterious tmdge method, but in the most simple and natural
mode conceivable, namely, by the hearing of thedMdrGod. Some imagine that faith comeshey
reditary descentand they act upon the supposition. Thereforeemam churches, birthright member-
ship is thought to be a proper practice, and thie ct a Christian is thought to be a Christianskme
other churches, though, the theory would not bedtan so many words, yet it is practically accdpte
and children of pious parents are regarded as elgameeding conversion. The text is forgotten which
says that the heirs of salvation are born, “Ndblobd, nor of the will of the flesh, but of God.h& typ-
ical covenant secured outward privileges to thédotm born after the flesh, but under the covemdint
grace the blessing is secured to $peitual, and not to the natural seed. “He who was of thedtbx@m-
an was born after the flesh; but he of the freewomas by promise” (Gal 4:23). That which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and nothing more; the new-hmaiture is not transmissible from father to son bke
natural temperament or a cast of countenance.wkhe answer will be that, “The promise is to usj a
to our children,” but it will be well for the objear to reply to himself by completing the quotatien
“Even to as many as the Lord your God shall cdlhé& fact is that nothing spiritual is inherited day-
nal generation. Our children, even if we are faraated in grace, will still be “shaped in iniquitiNo
matter how high the sainthood of the professingigiian, his child (when capable of understanding)
must, for himself, become a personal believer gsugde

It appears, also, to be thought possible to infyreee bysacramentsThere are persons yet alive
who teach that a baby may be regenerated by cevitier processes, and be thereby placed in “A state
of salvation.” But is not faith a perpetual requaent of regeneration? And what is that regeneration
worth which leaves a person anbeliever and, consequently, “Condemned already, becaukasiaot
believed on the Son of God?” Rest assured, thigitlisdoes not come by descent, and neither che it
produced by any rite which recognizes that desdecttimes in one way, and in one way only in every
case, and that is by the hearing of the Word of;Gmévery person, whoever he may be, though nursed
in the bosom of the church, and introduced to tmairch by the most solemn ritual, we are bound to
say, you must hear as well as others, and you baliglve as the result of that hearing as well hsrst
or else you will remain short of saving grace.Ha# not a mystery juggled into us by the postuges-
uflections, and mumblings of priests; we have heagieat deal about sacramental efficacy, butnkthi
a man must have extraordinary hardihood who woaldtisat either baptism, or the so-called eucharist,
are the sure creators of faith. | see not whatnggpservice these forms can render to unbelieving ine
they leave them in an unbelieving condition, arahsequently, in a state of condemnation. Seeing tha
without faith it is impossible to please God, theirtk grace supposed to be conveyed by the mere par
ticipation in sacraments is of small value—it cangiwve the cardinal requisite for acceptance before
God; faith cannot be washed into us by immersiam,sprinkled upon us in christening; it is not ® b
poured into us from a chalice, nor generated ithyug consecrated piece of bread. There is no magic
about it; it comes by hearing the Word of God, bBpdhat way only.

These are superstitions, you tell me, and scamedd to be mentioned here. Very well, then, we
will have done with them, and treat of superstsiavhich linger in our own congregations. There are
some who fancy that faith comes t@gling; if they could feel emotions either of horror orefquisite
delight, they would then, they think, be the posses of faith. Others say till they have felt whia¢y
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have heard described in certain biographies of ubgally good men, they cannot believe, or even if
they have a measure of faith, they cannot hopeitthatrue faith. Faith does not come by feelibgt
through faith arises much ébly feeling, and the more a man lives in the walkafhf as a rule, the
more will he feel and enjoy the light of God’s ctemance. Faith has something firmer to stand upon
than those ever-changing frames and feelings wikehthe weather of our own sunless land, is fickle
and frail, and changes speedily from brightness ghbom. You may get feeling from faith, and thatoe
of it, but you will be long before you will find grfaith that is worth the having if you try to evek
from frames and feelings—

“My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;

| dare not trust the sweetest frame

But wholly lean on Jesus’ nhame,

On Christ the solid rock | stand,

All other ground is sinking sand.”

Some, also, have supposed that true faith will cboneenby dreams and visiondt is surprising
how a belief in these things lingers, still, in wigacalled this age of light! The notion is stlirrent that
if you dream of seeing Jesus, or fancy you have sém while awake, or if a passage of Scripture
strikes you, or if you hear or imagine that yourhaasoice speaking to you, you are then a believer!
Now, faith in Christ is like faith in anyone elsecomes to us by the same kind of mental processeb
is based upon simple principles, and plain matérf&ct; it needs no vision of the night. Thoughuyo
should see all the angels in heaven, it would motg that you would go to heaven any more than my
having seen the Pope’s bodyguard would be a pradfitshall be made a Cardinal! Things which are
seen of the eye save not, for the things whichsaem aréemporal,and cannot work eternal salvation.
Moreover, men saw Christ and yet pierced Him, daddhemed Him; visions have been seen by hea-
thens like Nebuchadnezzar, and angels have appteaietl men like Balaam, who, though he sighed
out, “Let me die the death of the righteous,” yetighed fighting against the God of Israel. Trughfa
has a more solid basis for its fabric than thetitheefancies of the mind.
| beg you to notice, too, that it does not sayhia text that faith comes through tblequenceear-

nestness, or any other good quality of the preadtsth comes byearing and hearing by the Word of
God, not of man, but of God. The Word of God is shbstance of faith-creating preaching; it is by th
hearing of God’s Word and not by any other hearing thairgafaith comes to the soul. | may hear a
man descant upon the gospel with all the eloguémtecan be commanded by the most fluent tongue,
yet if my faith comes to me because the man spalkieefically, or poetically, or argumentatively, or
rhetorically, it is a poor miserable faith; beinjtbe power of the flesh, it will die, and so prowself
unlike the faith which springs from the incorrupgitword of God, that lives and abides forever. @ t
other hand, | may hope for faith if | am listenitigthe true gospel, the very Word of God, though th
man who speaks it may be of stammering lips, asd/bice may be disagreeable to my ears, and there
may be much about his manner that does not comiitezitito me. If he preaches the truth of God it is
by hearing, not him, the man, but by hearing thed\aj God that | shall come to faith. | desire ajsia
as a preacher, to feel that it is not my word, ®atl's Word that saves souls; we are to explaiant]
expound it, but we are not to add to it, take freamthink that we can improve it; we must not gtwin
the pulpit and say, “I have been working out a sabjrom my own mind, and | am going to give you
the result of my thoughts.” We had better keepawan thoughts for some other place, and give the peo
ple the revealed truth of God. The theory now-asdayhat all preachers worth hearing by this exfin
generation must be profound thinkers, and invenddrenproved theologies. Brothers and sisters, let
man’s thoughts perish forever; the thoughts of Goal not the thoughts of man will save souls. The
truth of God should be spoken simply, with asditéls possible of the embellishments of metaphysics,
and philosophy, and high culture and all that stusay the Word of God delivered as we find itthat
which, when heard, brings faith to the souls of mecounsel you, my occasional hearers, you who,
perhaps, have come freshly to this city, or whadeesvhere you have a choice of ministries, seek not
that which tickles your ears, but that which yoonscience approves as consistent with the Word of
God; and though we, or an angel from heaven shauddch to you that which is not God’s Word; do
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not listen to us, for it will be mischievous to yddear what the Lord God speaks, and hear nothgag e
What though He shall sound forth His word througtam’s horn, if it is God’s Spirit that gives forth
certain sound, it shall be more profitable to ysoul than though the silver trumpet should be c¢he
mouth of lies, and the sweetest music should regale ears. The matter of a discourse is far more i
portant than the manner. Saving faith never comms hearing lies, but from the Word of God alone.

| ought, perhaps, to add that the expression, ‘&grihg,” though of course literally must be con-
fined to the hearing of words vocally uttered, isamt to include in its spirit the reading of the Ad/of
God; for reading is a sort of hearing with the eyasl faith has often come, and will often comenen
while they are reading the Word of God for themeslwVe must not kill the spirit of the text by exce
sive regard to the mere letter of it, and we walddso if we excluded reading, which is a quiet imgar
of the still small voice of the printed page. Faittimes by the Word of God reaching our minds, amd o
knowing and understanding it. The entrance of G¥d&sd gives light. “Incline your ear and come unto
Me. Hear, and your soul shall live.” Thus, we hapeken of it negatively.

Now, positively; “faith comes by hearing.” Sometimes faith has conte men’s minds byearing
the simple statemenf the gospel. They have longed to be saved, lzaylltave been told that Jesus, the
Son of God, condescended to come into this world,ta take upon Himself the form of man, and as
man to be partaker of our infirmities, and to offimself as a sacrifice in the place of sinnerseyTh
have, moreover, been told that whoever trusts ia smbstitutionary sacrifice shall be saved, and
straightway they have believed. All they have néeua@s been merely to be informed of the way of sal-
vation. God’s Spirit has so prepared them that tiexe believed almost as soon as they have heard th
saving truth of God. In many cases the only difficin the way of salvation has been a need of unde
standing the Word of God; | know in my own casepuld have given all | had if I might but have been
informed what | must do to be saved. Though | feeqad places where the gospel was preached, | did
not catch the meaning tklieving—t puzzled me much; | do not remember to have hé&aedsimple
declaration that to trust in Jesus Christ wouldesany soul, or, possibly | did hear it with my outda
ears, but | must have been strangely infatuated,dm not understand the sense. | have oftenghoii
| could have heard the way of faith simply stateg, soul would have leaped into liberty long befdre.
will not so say, but | am persuaded that faith mitemes by hearing the simple declaration that &»nd
cepts sinners—not for what they are in themsellas for what Christ is—and that when sinners be-
lieve in Jesus, they are saved then and thereandcceptable with God through Jesus Christ Has de
Son. The mere statement of this has brought, bypeeation of the Spirit of God, faith into the Hou
“How is this?” asks one. Well, it is because themg commends itself to some hearts as true upon th
very first blush of it; it strikes them as beingdomibtedly the gospel of God. It is the same in iothat-
ters; you sometimes hear a story about which ygu “$8ell, 1 do not know; it may be correct, but |
shall have to look a little into that before | aertain.” But you often hear statements which yocegt
at once because they commend themselves to yoersiadding, and you feel that they must be true.
There are minds which God has so prepared, thantment they hear the gospel they respond to it. |
think | hear the seeker after the truth of God a&xalwhen he heard the gospel, “True? Why, how could
it be otherwise? It is so divinely grand, so harioog, so good, so gracious, so unexpected; nobody
could have thought of it but God Himself; it mus the truth of God!” Having long sought goodly
pearls of truth, the illuminated eye catches tleagi of the gospel, and discerns it to be a prisgjem!
Those are blessed, indeed, who are thus at onoghtranto faith by the statement of the gospel.

To some others the convincing point has bensuitability of the gospel to their cader while
they have heard it preached as a gospel for sintieeg have felt that they were certainly among tha
class. When the preacher has gone on to descebmigery of the fall, the utter ruin of human natur
its deceitfulness, feebleness, fickleness and ,ftlig hearer has said, “Is the gospel sent to tiadse
are thus lost, guilty, and impotent? Why, | am @mely in that condition!” And, then, when its great
command is stated, namely, simple trust in Jetiessoul perceives the suitability of the way ofogia
We do not go to heaven to bring Christ down, oedito the deeps to bring Him up from the dead; we
can neither keep the law, nor find an atonemenbdmrtransgressions; but this simple trust, oh bait
able it is to undone sinners! Nothing to do—I camndthing; nothing to bring—I have nothing to bring
it suits my case. Glory be to God for devising anpbo adapted to our needs! From the suitablerfess o
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the gospel to the sinner, many have been, by Gogiist, led to saving faith in Jesus, and so fhifs
come by hearing.

In many, | do not doubt, faith has come throughringaof the condescending pity and the melting
love of JesusOh, that we dwelt more on this; that He loved &li®mies, that He died for the ungodly,
that His heart yearns over the lost sheep, thatsHeilling to receive prodigal sons, for He is fulf
grace and truth—

“His heart is made of tenderness,

His heart melts with love.”
When such texts as the following have been preached“This man receives sinners.” “Come unto
Me all you who labor.” “Ho, everyone who thirstgtc. “All manner of sin and transgression shall be
forgiven unto men.” “Whoever will let him come atake the water of life freely.” “Him that comes un-
to Me | will in no wise cast out.” That melting aiin has touched the heart, and led the most haldene
believe in a savior so kind to the undeserving. Mawe found it impossibleot to believe in a friend so
self-sacrificing, a Redeemer so altogether lovélyé sweet love of Jesus has omnipotence in it to wi
souls. They yield, “By mighty love subdued,” unatderesist its charms! And, as if they could hoid o
no longer, they throw themselves by an act of faith the savior’'s arms. | can well understandrthei
singing, “I do believe, | must believe in such erfid as this.” faith comes by hearing of the free f
giveness procured by the agony, the stripes, thend& the death of Jesus—the lover of our souls!

At other times, faith has come, not so much throbghring the statement of the gospel as from
hearing ofits authority.| may believe a statement because it looks like ttue; | may, on the other
hand, accept it not at all becaudealie perceived the apparent truth of it, but bezadfishe person who
tells it to me. And this is a very right and acedgpe kind of faith. What has God said about my &alv
tion? Before | hear it, | am prepared to believentthe testimony of God; He says it, and thahisugh
for me. | believe this Bible to be His book; | hesnat it says, and whatever the Lord God has said |
must and will receive, whether it appears plaimat. There are persons who when they have heard the
gospel preached, have not at first believed itjfatihas pleased the Spirit of God to lead thaistier to
show that the gospel is of divine appointment, thatway proclaimed is ordained by God Himself, and
that God has set the sanction of His promise upesfHe who believes and is baptized shall be
saved”—and has also set upon it the second sancfidtis threat—*"He who believes not shall be
damned”—then they have yielded and given overuather question. God bids them trust in Jesus, and
they do so through His grace. Without canvassiegstatement itself, they receive what God teaches—
and since He has set forth Christ to be a proptidor sin they receive Him as such. Since Hedaad,
“Look unto Me and be saved,” they look because Gidd them look, and they are saved. To believe in
Jesus is a command from God’s own mouth, and ésefbre, to be obeyed, and the more so, because
“He who believes not God has made Him a liar, beedie believes not the record that God gave of His
Son; and this is the record, that God has givarsteternal life, and this life is in His Son.”

In some cases, too, the coming of faith has begretidoy hearing and perceivitige veracity of the
subordinate testifiers of the gospdlean the writers of the sacred book, the Proplagid chiefly the
apostles. These men are worthy of credit; they vinereest, unsophisticated men, and they certainly
gained nothing by testifying that Christ was thesslah, and that He died and rose again from the. dea
One of them, the apostle Paul, lost his positiomictv was one of great eminence, and spent his whole
life in toil, suffering, and reproach. He endedhét bloody death because of what he preachedhasd t
he proved that he was a sincere, honest, upright hBaul or any other of the apostles were invite
ness box, nobody could object to their evidenceatéirer they said we would believe, because the men
were truthful witnesses. So, sometimes persons haga led into faith in Christ by feeling that thos
whom He sent to be testifiers to His person, destl,resurrection, were evidently true to the canel,
therefore, their word was worthy of all acceptation

| believe, dear friends that faith has come by ingain another way, too. Perhaps the preacher has
not so much stated the gospel, and brought fonwsrauthority, aexplainedit, and so faith has come.

If we spent our time in nothing else but just ekplay the text, “He who believes and is baptizedlish
be saved,” we might achieve a blessed life-workl perhaps might see greater results than when our
ministry takes a wider range. When the preachegstalp one by one the soul difficulties which preaven
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man from seeing what faith is, and keep him awagnffooking to Christ, and when he tries to show, as
he should, that all the hope of the sinner liesaiutimself, none of it in himself, that all hislpeor
salvation is laid upon One who is mighty, even 3eShrist the Son of God, and that he must look away
from his own feelings, and prayers, and doings,areh away from his own believing as any ground of
confidence, and must rest simply and alone uporotieesacrifice of Jesus; it has often happened that
faith has come through the hearing of such an espday word!

In some cases, too, faith has come when the wagbssessed a peculsoul-revealing poinin it
to the hearer’s particular case. Remember the S@mmavoman? Our Lord Jesus Christ explained to her
the gospel, but she does not appear to have bdigintened by His explanations: it was that home
stroke of His—"Go, call your husband and come Fesdich won her to faith. Such revealing of the
thoughts and intents of the heart will occur in &wyd-sent preaching of the gospel, because the word
pierces to the dividing of soul and spirit, andsldnare the secrets of the soul; then it is thateheary,
“Come, see a man who told me all things that | eli@t Is not this the Christ?” Thus, by the guidanc
of the Spirit, the Word of God finds the man, aailf comes by hearing.

Faith, also, comes to many by hearing when we ldétaiexperiencef those who have tasted and
handled the good word of life; when the preachdeacher tells how he trusted in Jesus, and foand p
don, peace, and eternal life; when he is able totfo others who have felt the same, some, perhaps
who were even greater offenders than the persoressiet], then conviction and faith are worked in the
mind. We bid you see what Jesus has done for tleimope that you will trust and try Him for your-
selves. Jesus prayed for those who shall believelionthrough our word, and we hope you will be
among the number.

To set the whole matter clearly, we will suppos&t §ou are laboring under a very serious disease,
and a physician professes to heal you; you are qulting to believe in him, but you cannot blindigi-
low any man, for there are thousands of quacksimpdstors; you naturally need to know something
about him. Now, in what way would you go to workget faith in him? How would faith be likely to
come to you? It would come lhearing; you hear him speak, and you perceive that he statets your
case, for he describes exactly all your symptowesn eéhose which none know but yourself and a skill-
ful physician; you already feel some confidencéim. He next describes to you as much of the method
of cure as you can comprehend, and it seems tdoybe very reasonable and suitable to the require-
ments of your case. His proposal commends itselfolar best judgment, and you are already a step
nearer submission to his mode of operation. Thenigquire as to the man’s character; you find tiet
is no mere pretender, but an authorized, skilliiig-established practitioner, well known for triuth
ness, uprightness, and every good quality; more®ugpose in addition to this he charges you ngthin
whatever, but does everything free, having evigemdl motive of gain, but being altogether disinstre
ed, moved only by real pity for you, and a kindige$o remove your pain and save your life? Can you
any longer refuse to believe and submit? But what iaddition to all this, he allows you his caseok,
and bids you read case after case similar to yaur io which he has affected a perfect cure? And if
some of these are your own acquaintances, persobosiwou know and esteem, why, sir, you will not
insult him by saying, “I wish I could believe youut you will be unable to help trusting him unless
you are unwilling to be cured! Faith, in such ae;atoes not depend upon the will at all; you ame co
vinced by hearing, and you become a believer! énsdime way God’s faith comes by hearing. You are
unreasonable if you sit still, and say, “I cannaike myself believe”; of course you cannot, but you
hear, do you not, of how Christ heals sinners? Near that He is backed by divine authority; you see
that He really does save those who trust Him, ahdtwnore of evidence do you need? O soul, it seems
to me a harder thingot to believe in Jesus than to believe in Him, if yoa, indeed, willing to be made
whole! When one has heard these things, and uateistthem, surely the mind, if it is not willfully
blinded, must receive the savior! May God forgiweiylong perverseness, and by His Spirit open your
eyes to see the simplicity of that faith which cenbg hearing the Word of God.

Il. My time, however, flies much too rapidly this margj and | must be brief on the second very
important head, namely, OBSTRUCTIONS WHICH OFTEN@IK UP THIS WAY.

One isa need of intentiorhy which | mean that many persons come to hearnhay have no wish
to be led into faith. Like the butterflies whiclit firom flower to flower, they extract no honey bese
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they come not for such a purpose; while the bees idito the cups and bells of the flowers, and come
up loaded with their luscious food. Oh, if men camdear, praying to be endowed with faith in Jesus
faith would surely come to them by hearing! Manyspas, in hearing a sermon, are like children look-
ing at a cornfield—it is full of yellow garlic, grerhaps of scarlet poppies, and they cry, “Whaivally
field!” But the farmer doesn’t think so; he is long for the corn. Many a hearer watches for pretty
speeches and flowery metaphors, and cries, “How Reslputs it; what a well-turned sentence; how
sweetly he quotes poetry,” and so on. Bah! Iswiat you come to God’s house for? O fools, and slow
of heart! Is this your reason in hearing the lifehgg gospel of the bleeding Lamb? | assure yas itot

this that we are aiming at in preaching to yowyati came to look after the good corn, you wouldecar
little for the gaudy poppies of a flaunting eloquerso much regarded by the men of these days. Come
with the intent to find faith in Jesus; cry to Gmdmake His word effectual to your salvation, ahdrt
hearing will be quite another business with youa®\ll fear you will perish, let us preach as we may
while we are regarded by you as mere orators wibeized, and not as witnesses whose testimony is
be weighed.

Some do not hear aright foeed of attentionSleepy hearers are not likely to be led to faih-
tychus may fall from the third loft, and be takgmfor dead, but he is not likely to become a belidwy
sleeping, even though Paul should be the preasleeneed attention in order to the real receptiothef
Word of God. Oh how pleasant it is to preach tmestr hearers who lean forward to catch every sylla-
ble, anxious to know how they can be saved! Wanddmearts lose the benefit of the truth of God, and
vain minds trifle away the privilege of a gospelnitry; take heed how you hear, otherwise you may
remain hearers only, and so perish in unbelief!

With many, aneed of candors another reason why faith does not come by hgalf a man hears
with a prejudiced heart, making up his mind befarehwhat he will believe, he is not likely to beneo
vinced; he puts himself as far as he can out ofr¢laeh of benefit. When the heart rebels agairest th
Word of God; when it says, “If this is true, | amithg a bad life, and | shall have to give up mggs-
ures, therefore | will not accept it"—well thenjtfadoes not come, and cannot come by such hearing!
Faith comes by hearing when a man does, as it \yere himself up to the Word of God, like a person
who is badly wounded, and surrenders himself testlrgeon’s hand. Oh, if | had a gangrened limb, and
it must be taken off, | think | would pray for patice enough to say, “O sir, if you can but spardifay
cut to the very bone.” When it is the soul thatascerned, | would say to the preacher, “Sir, doflad-
ter me; do not tell me that which will please betutle me; |1 do not need your flattery; |1 do notdee
your fine words. Sir, tell me what | am, and wheean in the sight of God, and how | can be saved, f
it will little satisfy me to wake up in hell, anémember that | used to hear a fine orator. | neduet
saved in deed and of a truth.” “Ah,” says one, “boine preachers are not only bold, but rough iir the
expression.” Yes, but suppose you were nearly deohwand a strong swimmer plunged into the stream
and plucked you out just as you were sinking fa fdst time? If he dislocated your arm, would you
grumble? No, you would say, “The bone can be sahather time, but my life could not have been re-
stored.” And so with the preacher, though he ighouf it is the truth of God which he speaks, only
pray that it may save your soul, and be contemutoup with the man’s infirmity if by any means you
may attain salvation by Jesus Christ!

With some, however, hearing does not bring faghdwuse they heavithout any meditation after.
There is a great trial going on, as you know, m Tichborne case; every juryman, | doubt not, wamts
judge righteously. | am sure the sleepy one idikely to do so, and | am pretty clear that theyjuan
who is most likely to get at the truth will be thean who, when he gets away from the court, having
heard attentively all the time, takes home the s1ofethe evidence, weighs them, and makes compari-
sons, and endeavors to sift out the truth. So lldveay to you when you hear us preach; sift thenear
afterwards; turn our sermons over, pick holes anthf you like, and find out our mistakes, but db,
search into the truth of God, and be not contdintdu find it! If you need to find Christ, the wdem of
God, you should seek for Him as for silver. You kkely to believe the truth when your mind turns i
over and over; here is a bag, and | am willing &kena man rich, and, therefore, | drop into it gbun
after pound, but | find that the bag is just as gngs before; the reason is plain—there are holéka
bag, and the money drops through. Too many heareras a bag full of holes, and golden sermons will
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not bless them because they willfully forget alhey will never come to faith because they do baklo
at their face in the glass of the word, and gorthwiy, and forget what manner of men they are. @h f
hearers who only need to know the gospel, anduiteece of it, and then consent thereto, sayirtgs®“l
the truth of God; | cannot quarrel with it; | joytiureceive it.” Such are saved souls!

lll. But, now, | am sorry to be so brief, but | must dode by speaking of THE IMPORTANCE
THAT FAITH SHOULD COME TO US BY HEARING. | will letmy words drop rapidly without any
ornament, and remind you, dear friends, that if ljaue been a hearer, and faith has not come to you,
you are, this moment, in the gall of bitternesg] anthe bonds of iniquity. You believe not in Gitri
and you make God a liar, because you have notveelian His only-begotten Son! The wrath of God
abides on you; you are dead while you live; youwitbout God, without Christ, and strangers to the
covenant of promise. My soul pities you—will youtrmty yourselves? Hearers only; faithless, grace-
less, Christless! Christ died, but you have no paHis death; His blood cleanses from sin, butrygin
remains upon you; Christ has risen, and He pleaftsd the throne of God—you have no part in that
intercession. He is preparing a place for His peoplt that place is not for you. Oh unhappy sQii!
wretched soul! You are out of favor with God, atméty with eternal love, destitute of eternal lifétu-
ly, if Jesus were here, He would weep over you @slid over Jerusalem, and say, “How often would |
have gathered you as a hen gathers her chickees bedwings, and you would not.”

Ah, remember, though your present state is tetribiat is not all; you will soon die, and you will
die without faith. Remember that word of Christ-sitone of the most terrible | know of, “If you be-
lieve not that | am He, you shall die in your singo die in a ditch, to die in a prison, to die the gal-
lows—none of us would desire it, but to die in ysurs! O God, it is hell! It is eternal damnatidviay
the great Lord save you! But to perish forever wélyour lot as surely as you live unless you belia
Jesus, and that speedily, for soon you will beadube reach of all hearing. No more sermons, noemo
invitations of grace. Oh, what would you give tosédhe gospel once more when you are cast away
from it! No more the preacher’s voice saying, “Tyou, turn you, why will you die!” No more the piti
ful accents of one who loves your souls, and gladiyld snatch you as firebrands from the flame!
Around you, all will be dark, and hard, and theyomlessage for you will be this—"He that is filtHgt
him be filthy still.”—

“There are no acts of pardon passed,

In that cold grave to which we hasten.

But darkness, death, and long despair,

Reign in eternal silence there.”
Ah, then it will be no relief of your miseries thatu once heard the gospel; it will rather incregser
torment. Conscience will cry aloud—"I heard the pelsof grace, and | heard the arguments which
proved it true, but | rejected a gospel which Gadhself proclaimed, a gospel which was genuine on
the face of it, a gospel full of such love as oughlhave melted a rock, a gospel that was broughte
without money and without price, a gospel that wasssed upon me from my infancy to my gray
hairs—I rejected it, | willfully rejected it, notdzause it was not true, but because | would bekele,
and would not believe the living God.” Eternal FathYou who are mighty to save, let not one among
us go down into the pit with a lie in his right lamefusing to accept the gospel of Your blesseal So
The Lord save you all, for Christ's sake. Amen.
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