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“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expediefdr you that | go away: for if | go not away,
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depia| will send Him unto you.”
John 16:7.

THE saints of God may very justly reckon their Essamong their greatest gains. The adversities of
believers minister much to their prosperity. Altigbuve know this, through the infirmity of the flegle
tremble at soul-enriching afflictions, and dreadsé® those black ships which bring us such freights
golden treasure. When the Holy Spirit sanctifies filvnace, the flame refines our gold and consumes
our dross, yet the dull ore of our nature likes thet glowing coals, and had rather lie quiet in diaek
mines of earth. As silly children cry because they called to drink the medicine which will heatith
sicknesses, even so do we. Our gracious SavioreveEwloves us too wisely to spare us the trouble b
cause of our childish fears; He foresees the adganivhich will spring from our griefs, and therefor
thrusts us into them out of wisdom and true aftectit was a very great trouble to these first #pegto
lose their teacher and friend. Sorrow had fillegitinearts at the thought that He should depattyéu
His departure was to give them the greater blessinige Holy Spirit; and therefore their entreatesl
tears cannot avert the dreaded separation. Chiistat gratify their wishes at so vast an expeasdhe
withholding of the Spirit. Mourn as they may undee severe trial, Jesus will not remain with thesn b
cause His departure is expedient in the highestegedeloved, let us expect to be subject to tiheesa
loving discipline; let us reckon upon losing hag@mes and choice enjoyments when Jesus knows that
the loss will be better for us than the enjoyment.

God has given two great gifts to His people—thst fis, His Sonfor us; the second idlis Spirit to
us. After He had given His Son for us, to become inate, to work righteousness, and to offer atone-
ment—alfter that gift had been fully bestowed, theraained no more to be conferred in that respkct.
is finished!” proclaimed the completion of atonememd His resurrection showed the perfection sf ju
tification. It was not therefore, necessary thati§€tlshould remain any longer upon earth sincewisk
below is forever finished. Now is the season fa fiecond gift, the descent of the Holy Spirit. This
could not be bestowed until Christ had ascendechus=® this choice favor was reserved to grace with
highest honor the triumphant ascension of the (Reaeemer. “When He ascended up on high, He led
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.” Thiaswas Peter tells us, the great promise whichsJesu
received of His Father. “Therefore, being by tlghtihand of God exalted, and having received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has sfogth this, which you now see and hear.” That His
triumphal entrance into heaven might be stampel gignal glory, the gifts of the Spirit of God cdul
not be scattered among the sons of men until tmd had gone up with a shout, even the Lord with the
sound of trumpet. The first gift being completddpecame necessary that He, whose person and work
make up that priceless gift, should withdraw Hirhgleht He might have power to distribute the second
benefit by which alone the first gift becomes of @ervice to us. Christ Crucified is of no pradtical-
ue to us without the work of the Holy Spirit; arftetatonement which Jesus worked can never save a
single soul unless the blessed Spirit of God slly it to the heart and conscience! Jesus isrrsaen
until the Holy Spirit opens the eyes—the water frihra Well of Life is never received until the Holy
Spirit has drawn it from the depths. As medicinesed for lack of the physician’s word; as sweets un
tasted because out of reach; as treasure unvakezdise hidden in the earth; such is Jesus therSavio
until the Holy Spirit teaches us to know Him, amgbiees His blood to our souls.
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It is to the honor of the Holy Spirit that | dest@ speak this morning, and O, may the same hal-
lowed flame which of old sat upon the apostles, mest upon the preacher, and may the Word come
with power to our hearts!

I. We shall commence our discourse by the remarkThif BODILY PRESENCE OF CHRIST
MUST HAVE BEEN EXCEEDINGLY PRECIOUSHow precious those alone can tell who much love
Christ. Love always desires to be in the companyefthing beloved, and absence causes grief. What
fully meant by the expression, “Sorrow has fillexly heart,” those only can know, who anticipatike |
painful bereavement. Jesus had become the joyenf dyes, the sun of their days, the star of their
nights—Ilike the spouse, as she came up from théewiess—they leaned upon their beloved. They
were as little children, and now that their Lordddvlaster was going, they felt they would be left or
phans. Well might they have great sorrow of he@a!much love, so much sorrow, when the object of
love is withdrawn. Judge, my brethren, the joy vahtice bodily presence of Christ would give to us th
morning, and then you can tell how precious it nhedtHave we not, some of us, been looking for year
for the personal Advent of Christ? We have liftgdaur eyes in the morning, and we have said, “Per-
haps He will come today,” and when the day hasedage have continued our watching in our sleepless
hours, and renewed our hopes with the rising ofstle We longingly expect Him according to His
promise; and like men who watch for their Lord, stand with loins girt about waiting for His appear-
ing. We are looking for and hastening unto the Dithe Lord. This is the bright hope which cheées t
Christian, the hope that the Savior shall glorigustscend to reign among His people! Suppose He
were to appear suddenly on this platform now—how would clap your hands! Why, the lame among
you would, at the joy of His appearance, leap &kbart, and even the dumb might sing for joy! The
presence of the Master! What rapture! Come quicklgine quickly, Lord Jesus! It must be, indeed, a
precious thing to enjoy the real presence of Christ

Think of the advantage it would be in the instroctof His people. No mystery need puzzle us if we
could refer all to Him. The disputes of the ChastiChurch would soon be ended for He would tell us
what His Word meant beyond dispute. There woulade&iscouragement to the church in her work of
faith and labor of love, for the presence of Chwistuld be the end of all difficulties, and insurene
guest over all enemies. We would not have to masrwe now do over our forgetfulness of Jesus, for
we should sometimes have a look at Him; and a sifjhtim would give us a store of joy, so that like
the Prophet of Horeb, we could go 40 days in thength of that meat! It were a delightful thing to
know that Christ was somewhere upon earth, for tHenwould take the personal supervision of His
universal Church. He could warn us of apostatescdidd reject the hypocrites; He would comfort the
feeble-minded, and rebuke the erring. How delightfould it be to see Him walking among the golden
candlesticks, holding the stars in His right ha@tiurches need not, then, be subdivided and torim wit
evil passions. Christ would create unity. Schisnuldaease to be, and heresy would be rooted o&t. Th
presence of Jesus, whose countenance is as trehisumg in its strength, would ripen all the fruas
our garden, consume all the weeds, and quickery @lant! The two-edged sword of His mouth would
slay His foes, and His eyes of fire would kindle tioly passions of His friends.

But | shall not enlarge upon that point because @ne in which fancy exercises itself at the exgen
of judgment. | question whether the pleasure whighthought of Christ’'s being here in the flesh has
given us, just now, may not have had a leaven wfatigy in it. | question whether the church is pee-
pared to enjoy the actual presence of her Savitirowt falling into the error of knowing Him aftene
flesh. It may be it shall need centuries of edwcabefore the church is fit to see her Savior aftash
on earth again, because | see in my own self—agppose it is so in you—that much of the delight
which | expect from the company of Christ is actogdo the sight of the eyes, and the judgmenhef t
mind—and sight is ever the mark and symbol of tesi.

II. However, leaving that point, we come to the secaridch is THAT THE PRESENCE OF THE
COMFORTER, AS WE HAVE IT UPON EARTH, IS VERY MUCHBITER THAN THE BODILY
PRESENCE OF CHRIST.

We have fancied that the bodily presence of Chv@ild make us blessed, and confer innumerable
benefits; but according to our text, the preserfade Holy Spirit working in the Church is more exp
dient for the Church! I think this will be clear you, if you think for a moment, that the bodilyepence
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of Christ on earth, however good it might be foe @hurch, would in our present condition involve
many inconveniences which are avoided by His paséhrough the Holy Spirit. Christ, being most
truly Man, must as to His Manhood inhabit a certaace, and in order to get to Christ, it wouldnee-
essary for us to travel to His place of residef@@nceive all men compelled to travel from the eofds
the earth to visit the Lord Jesus Christ, dwellupgpn Mount Zion, or in the city of Jerusalem. What
lengthened voyage would that be for those who ilivéhe far-off ends of the world! Doubtless, they
would joyfully undertake it, and as peace wouldubéversal, and poverty be banished, men might not
be restrained from taking such a journey, but majhbe able to accomplish it? As they could nét al
live where they could every morning see Christythreist be content with every now and then getting a
glimpse of Him. But, my brethren, the Holy Spitite Vicar of Christ, dwells everywhere! And if we
wish to apply to the Holy Spirit, we have no needriove an inch; we can find Him in the closet,ror i
the streets we can talk with Him. Jesus Christa&adt be present in this congregation after thghfle
and yet present in a neighboring church, muchpessent in America, and in Australia, and in Europe
and in Africa, at the same time. But the Holy Spsgieverywhere! And through that Holy Spirit, Gitri
keeps His promise, “Where two or three are metttmgan My name, there am I in the midst of them.”
He could not keep that promise according toftegh—at least we are quite unable to conceive of His
doing so; but through the Holy Spirit we sweetlyognHis presence, and hope to do so to the world’'s
end.

Think again—access to Christ—if He were here in péissonality, would not be very easy to all be-
lievers. There are only 24 hours in the day, arwlif Lord never slept, if, as a Man, He could $itié
and, like the saints above, rest not day nor niggttthere are only the 24 hours; and what wered#s
for the supervision of a church which we trust witiver the whole earth? How could a thousand mil-
lions of believers all receive immediate persomahfort, either from His lips or the smiles of Hacé?
Even at the present moment there are some milbbmisie saints upon earth—what could one man do
by his personal presence—even though that one neae lmcarnate Deity? What could He do in one
day for the comfort of all of these? Why, we contut possibly expect each one of us to see Him every
day—no, we could scarcely expect to have our tumcean the year! But, beloved, we can now see Je-
sus every hour, and every moment of every hourbf@mn as you bow the knee, His Spirit, who repre-
sents Him, can commune with you, and bless youmidtier whether it is in the dead of night that your
cry goes up, or under the blaze of burning noon+ethe the Spirit waiting to be gracious, and your
sighs and cries climb up to Christ in heaven, atdrn with answers of peace! These difficulties rtd
occur to you, perhaps, in your first thoughts; ibybu meditate awhile, you will see that the prese of
the Spirit, avoiding that difficulty, makes Chrestcessible to every saint at all times; not tovadhoice
favorites, but to every believing man and womanHioéy Spirit is accessible, and thus the whole body
of the faithful can enjoy present and perpetual mamion with Christ!

We ought to consider yet once more, that Christes@nce in the flesh upon earth, for any other
purpose than that of ending the present dispemsatiould involve another difficulty. Of course eyer
word which Christ had spoken from the time of tpestles until now would have been inspired; being
inspired it would have been a thousand pitiesithatould fall to the ground. Busy scribes wouldrts
fore be always taking down Christ's Words; and, longthren, if in the short course of three years our
Savior managed to do, and to say so much that btleecevangelists informs us, that if all had been
written the world itself could not have containée@ books which would have been written—I ask you
to imagine what a mass of literature the Chris@drurch would have acquired, if she had preserved th
words of Christ throughout these one 1864 yearsta@dy we would not have had the Word of God in
the simple compact form of a pocket Bible—it wobkive consisted of innumerable volumes of the say-
ings and deeds of the Lord Jesus Christ! Only théicus, no, not even the studious, could have aflad
the Lord’s teachings, and the poor and the illieersould always be at a great disadvantage. But now
we have a book which is finished within a narrommpass with not another line to be added to it; the
canon of Revelation is sealed up forever, and thergst man in England, believing in Christ, going
with a humble soul to that book, and looking upJesus Christ who is present through His Spirit,
though not after the flesh, may, in a short timmpoehend the doctrines of grace, and understarid wit
all saints what are the heights, and depths, amgvkhe love of Christ which passes knowledge. So
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then, on the score of inconvenience, precious @adddily presence of Christ might be, it is infahyt
better for the Church’s good that, until the dayhef millennial glory, Christ should be presentHiig
Spirit, and not in the flesh.

Yet more, my beloved! If Jesus Christ were stitgant with His Church in the flegihe life of faith
would not have such room for its display as it nfoas. The more there is visible to the eyes, the les
room for faith—the least faith, the most show. Rwmish Church, which has little enough of truelfait
provides everything to work upon tkenses-your nostrils are regaled with incense, and yaus are
delighted with sweet sounds. The more faith grathe, less it needs outward helps; and when faith
shows her true character, and is clean divorcad Bense and sight, then she needs absolutely gothin
to rest upon but the invisible power of God! Shentlnas learned to hang as the world hangs—upon no
seen support; just as the eternal arch of yon &ltyesprings right up without props, so faith ragt®n
the invisible pillars of God’s truth and faithfu® needing nothing to shore or buttress her. Teg-p
ence of Christ Jesus here in bodily flesh, andktimving of Him according to the flesh, would be the
bringing back of the saints to a life of sight, anda measure spoil the simplicity of naked troé&u
remember the apostle Paul says, “We now know no aftan the flesh. Yes,” he says, “though we have
known Christ after the flesh, yet now after thesfi&know we Him no more.” To the skeptic, who might
ask us, “Why do you believe in Christ?” if Jesud lIheamained upon the earth, we could always give an
easy answer—‘There He is—there is the Man; behald Bs He still continues to work miracles!”
There would be very little room for faith’s holylaerence to the bare Word of God, and no opportunity
for her to glorify God, trusting where she canmaté. But now, beloved, the fact that we have mathi
visible to point to which carnal minds can underdta-this very fact makes the path of faith moreytrul
congenial with its noble character—

“Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees,

And looks to that alone,”
which she could not do, if she could look upontsble person of a present Savior. Happy day wvill
be for us when faith enjoys the full fruition ofrhgopes in the triumphant advent of her Lord; big H
absence, alone, can train and educate her to duedeoint of spiritual refinement.

Furthermore, the presence of Jesus Christ on eantidd materially affect the character of God’s
great battle against error and sin. Suppose thastGhere to destroy the preachers of error by chéra
suppose that persecuting monarchs had their aried dp, or that all men who would oppose Christ
were suddenly devoured by fire, why then it woutd rhore a battle between physical greatness and
moral evil, than a warfare in which only spiritifalce is employed on the side of right. But nowttha
Christ has gone, the fight is all between Spirid @pirit—between God the Holy Spirit and Satan—
between the truth of God and error; between theesémess of believing men, and the infatuationnef u
believing men. Now the fight is fair! We have noratgles on our side—we do not need them—the Holy
Spirit is enough! We call no fire from heaven—naotlequake shakes the ground beneath our enemies’
feet. Korah is not swallowed up; Dathan does nad@on alive into the Pit. Physical force is leftdor
enemies—we do not ask for it. Why? Because by ihea working we can vanquish error without it;
in the name of the Holy One of Israel, in whoseseawe have been enlisted—bls might we are
enough without miracles, and signs, and wonder€hlist were still here working miracles, the attl
would not be as spiritual as it now is; but theeada® of the bodily Savior makes it a spiritual tiohbf
spirit of the noblest and most sublime order!

Again, dear friends, the Holy Spirit is more valleato the Church in her present militant state than
the presence of Christ could be conceived to beause Christ must be here in one of two ways—either
He must be here suffering, or not suffering. If Shwere here suffering, then how could we conclude
that His atonement was finished? Is it not mucheldor our faith that our blessed Lord, having ®nc
and for all made expiation for sin, should sitreg tight hand of the Father? Is it not much bettask,
than to see Him still struggling and suffering hbstow? “Oh, but,” you say, “perhaps, He would not
suffer!” Then | pray you, do not wish to have Hiraré till our warfare is accomplished, for to see an
unsuffering Christ in the midst of His sufferinggpmée—to see His face calm and clear when yours and
mine are wrinkled with grief—to see Him smiling wheve are weeping, this were intolerable! No, it
could not be! Brethren, if He is a suffering Chiiistour sight, then we would suspect that He had no
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finished His work; and, on the other hand, if Hears unsuffering Christ, then it would look as if He
were not a faithful High Priest made like unto Hrethren. These two difficulties throw us back iato
state of thankfulness to God that we have not tleendha to answer, but that the Spirit of God, who i
Christ present on earth, relieves us from thedecdifies, and gives us all the advantage we caxid
pect from Christ’s presence in a tenfold degree.

Only this one further remark, that the personakgnee of Christ, much as we think of it, did not
produce very great results in His disciples urité Spirit was poured forth from on high! Christ was
their Teacher—how much did they learn? Why, therBhilip—Christ has to say to him, “Have | been
so long time with you, and yet have you not knowe, Rhilip?” They were puzzled by questions which
little children can now answer! You can see thathatend of their three years course of traininth wi
Christ, they had made but little progress. Cheagstat only their Teacher, but their Comforter—yetwh
frequently Christ failed to console them becauséheir unbelief! After He had uttered that delightf
discourse which we have been reading, He found sleaping for sorrow. In this very chapter, when
He is trying to comfort them, He adds, “But becaubkave said these things unto you, sorrow haefill
your heart.” Christ’'s objective was to foster thraags of His disciples—but where were their graces?
Here is Peter—he has not even the grace of cowadeonsistency, but denies his Master while the
rest of them forsake Him and flee! There was nenethe Spirit of Christ infused into them! Theiake
was not tempered with love, for they wanted firenfrheaven to consume His adversaries, and Peter
drew a sword to cut off the High Priest’s servaegs! They scarcely knew the truths which their tdas
taught, and they were far from imbibing His heaye®pirit. Even their endowments were slender. It is
true they once worked miracles and preached, btwiat success? Do you ever hear of Peter winning
3,000 sinners under a sermon till the Holy Spiaitne? Do you find any of them able to edify others,
and build up the Church of Christ? No, the minisifyour Lord Jesus Christ, considered only asgo it
immediate fruits, was not to be compared with ntirés after the descent of the Spirit. “He cameount
His own, and His own received Him not.” His greairlwvas a Redeemer was a complete triumph from
beginning to end; but as a Teacher, since thetSpibod was only upoklim, and not upon the people,
His words were rejected, His entreaties were dedpiand His warnings unheeded by the great multi-
tude of the people. The mighty blessing came whemtords of Joel were fulfilled, “And it shall come
to pass afterward, that | will pour out My Spirppan all flesh; and your sons and your daughter sha
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, youngouen shall see visions: and also upon the serv-
ants and upon the handmaids in those days wilut pat My Spirit.” That was the blessing, and asble
ing which, we venture to say again, was so rich smdare, that it was indeed expedient, that Jesus
Christ should go, that the Holy Spirit might desten

[I1. I now pass on to the third point of the subjecthvatevity. We have come thus far—the pres-
ence of Christ admitted to be precious, but thegmee of the Holy Spirit most clearly shown to lbe o
more practical value to the Church of God thankbdily presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. Advance
then to the third point, THE PRESENCE OF THE COMHER IS SUPERLATIVELY VALUABLE.

We may gather this first from the effects which &veeen upon the day of Pentecost. On the day of Pen
tecost the heavenly wind sounded the alarm of Wie. soldiers were ill prepared for it; they were a
slender band, having only this virtue—they weretenohto wait until power was given to them. They
sat still in the upper room. That mighty sound \waard across Jerusalem. The forceful whirlwind-trav
els on until it reaches the chosen spot. It fliis place where they are sitting. Here was an orherhat

the Spirit of God is to be to the Church! It isdome mysteriously upon the Church according to the
sovereign will of God; but when He comes like thiedy it is to purge the moral atmosphere, and to
quicken the pulse of all who spiritually breath&isTis a blessing indeed, a gift which the Chunaag

ly needs; | would that this rushing mighty wind viedeome upon this church with an irresistible force
which would carry everything before it—the forcetaith, but of more than truth—the force of God
driving His truth home upon the heart and cons@esfcmen! | would that you and | could breathe this
wind and receive its invigorating influence, thag might be made champions of God and of His truth.
O that it would drive away our mists of doubt ahauds of error! Come, sacred wind, England needs
You—the whole earth requires You! The foul gasestvibrood in this deadly calm would fly if Your
divine lightning enlightened the world, and set theral atmosphere in commotion. Come, Holy Spirit,
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come, we can do nothing without You! If we have Yeund, we spread our sails, and speed onward
towards glory!

Then the Spirit came as fire. A fire-shower acconigad the rushing mighty wind. What a blessing
is this to the church! The church needs fire tackein her ministers, to give zeal and energy theil
members. Having this fire, she burns her way tesss! The world meets her with the fire of firewpod
but she confronts the world with the fire of kimdi spirits, and of souls aglow with the love ofukes
Christ. She trusts not to the wit, and eloquenoel, wisdom of her preachers, but to the divine fire
which clothes them with energy! She knows that menirresistible when they are filled with hallowed
enthusiasm sent from God. She trusts thereforeisn and her cry is, “Come, Holy Fire, abide upai o
pastors and teachers! Rest upon every one of us¥’ fire is a blessing Christ did not bring us er{
son, but which He now gives through His Spirithe Church.

Then there came from the fire-shower a descerdrgjues. This, too, is the privilege of the Church.
When the Lord gave the apostles different tongHesdid, as it were, give them the keys of the vegio
kingdoms. “Go,” He says, “Judea is not My only doian, go and unlock the gates of every empire,
here are the keys, you can speak every languagmat Diends, though we can no longer speak with
every man in his own tongue, yet we have the kéyheowhole world swinging at our belt if we have
the Spirit of God with us. You have the keys of lamniearts if the Spirit of God speaks through you.
have this day the keys of the hearts of the mdé@suhere if the Holy Spirit wills to use them! Tées
an efficacy about the gospel, when the Spirit igwis, little dreamed of by those who call it telf
ishness of men. | am persuaded that the resultshwiave followed the gospel ministry in our lifeém
are trivial and insignificant compared with whaeéyhwould be if the Spirit of God were more mightily
at work in our midst. There is no reason in theureabf the gospel or the power of the Spirit, why a
whole congregation should not be converted undersenmon! There is no reason in God’s nature why
a nation should not be born in a day, and why, within aylgril2 months, a dozen ministers preaching
throughout the world might not be the means of eoting every elect son and daughter of Adam to a
knowledge of the truth of God! The Spirit of Godpsrfectly irresistible when He puts forth His full
power! His power is so divinely omnipotent that thement He goes forth the work is achieved. The
great prophetic event, we see, occurred on theofl®8entecost. The success given was only the first
fruits—Pentecost is not the harvest. We have beeanstomed to look on Pentecost as a great and won-
derful display of divine power, not at all to beuated in modern times. Brethren, it is todbe&eededl
stand not upon Pentecost as upon a towering mountandering at my height, but | look at Pentecost
as a little rising knoll from which | am to look up mountains far loftier! | look not to Pentecastthe
shouting of our harvest home, and the bringingfithe sheaves into the garner, no, but as an nffext
the first wave sheaf before the altar of God! Yaustrexpect greater things, pray for greater thitoysy
for greater things!

Here is this England of ours, sunk in emotionlgs®rance of the gospel. Weighing like a nightmare
upon her bosom, we have baptismal regenerationosigapby a horde of priests who either believe that
dogma, or hold their benefices by subscribing lie!aHow is this incubus to be shaken off from the
ing bosom of England? “Not by might, nor by powsut by My Spirit, says the Lord.” There is France
cursed with infidelity, fickle, given up to pleasd+how is she to be made sober and sanctified unto
God? “Not by might, but by My Spirit, says the Ldri¥onder is Germany, with her metaphysical skep-
ticism, her half-Romanism, that is to say, Luth&ar—and her abounding Popery! How is she to arise?
“Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, sailee Lord.” Away there in Italy sits old Rome, the
harlot of the seven hills, still reigning queerutniphant over the great part of the earth! How &s tgh
die? Where is the sword which shall find her he&@xgt by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, say
the Lord.” The one thing, then, which we needhes Epirit of God! Do not say that we need money—
we shall have it soon enough when the Spirit tosichen’s hearts. Do not say that we need buildings,
churches, edifices—all these may be very well inssuvience—but the main need of the Church is the
Spirit, and men into whom the Spirit may be pourdédhere were only one prayer which | might pray
before | died, it would be this: “Lord, send to ¥d@hurch men filled with the Holy Spirit, and with
fire.” Give to any denomination such men, and isgpess will be mighty—keep back such men, send
them college gentlemen of great refinement, andopral learning, but of little fire and grace—dumb
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dogs which cannot bark—and straightway that denatiun will decline. Let the Spirit come and the
preacher may be rustic, simple, rough, unmannered-tHe Holy Spirit being upon him—none of his
adversaries shall stand against him! His word dkeallvith power to the shaking of the gates of Ha!
loved, did | not say well when | said that the 8f God is of superlative importance to the Chjrc
and that the day of Pentecost seems to tell u8 this

Remember, brethren, and here is another thoughttmghiould make the Spirit very dear to you—
without the Holy Spirit no good thing ever did aree can come into any of your hearts—no sigh of re-
pentance—no cry of faith—no glance of love—no w@fahallowed sorrow! Your heart can never palpi-
tate with divine life except through the Spirit! Yare not capable of the smallest degree of sairitu
emotion, much less spiritual action, apart from lttedy Spirit! Dead you lie, living only for evil ah
absolutely dead for God, until the Holy Spirit camend raises you from the grave! There is nothing
good in you today, my brethren, which was potthere. The flowers of Christ are all exotics—“Iem
that is, in my flesh, dwells no good thing.” Whadaring a clean thing out of an unclean? No oned-Ev
rything must come from Christ, and Christ giveshiag to men except through the Spirit of all grace;
prize, then, the Spirit as the channel of all gadiich comes into you.

And further, no good thing can come out of you ajfram the Spirit. Let it be in you, yet it lies
dormant except God works in you to will and to doHis own good pleasure. Do you desire to
preach?—how can you, unless the Holy Spirit tougiues tongue? Do you desire to pray? Alas, what
dull work it is unless the Spirit makes intercessior you! Do you desire to subdue sin? Would yeu b
holy? Would you imitate your Master? Do you desoeise to superlative heights of spirituality? Are
you wanting to be made like the angels of God, dtilteal and ardor for the Master’'s cause? You can-
not without the Spirit—"Without Me you can do natli” O branch of the vine, you can have no fruit
without the sap! O child of God, you have no lifehin you apart from the life which God gives you
through His Spirit! Said | not well, then, that thiely Spirit is superlatively precious, so that evbe
presence of Christ after the flesh is not to begamad to His presence for glory and for power?

IVV. This brings us to the conclusion, which is a pcadtpoint. Brethren, if these things are so, let
us, who are believers in Christ, view the mystesi&pirit with deep awe and reverence. Let us serrev
ence Him as not to grieve Him or provoke Him to@migy our sins. Let us not quench Him in one of
His faintest motions in our soul; let us foster v&uggestion, and be ready to obey every prompling
the Holy Spirit is indeed so mighty, let us do noghwithout Him; let us begin no project, and caory
no enterprise, and conclude no transaction withroptoring His blessing. Let us pay Him the due hom-
age of feeling our entire weakness apart from Hind then depending alone upon Him, having this for
our prayer, “Open my heart, and my whole being ¢aryincoming, and uphold me with Your free Spir-
it when | shall have received that Spirit in my ang parts.”

You who are unconverted, let me beseech you, whatga do, never despise the Spirit of God!
Remember, there is a special honor put upon Hi&arpture—"All manner of sin and of blasphemy
shall be forgiven unto men, but the sin againstHioéy Spirit shall never be forgiven, neither insth
world nor in that which is to come.” Remember,&lfnan speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shal
be forgiven him; but if he speaks a word againstHoly Spirit, it shall never be forgiven him.” Bhis
the sin which is unto death, of which even thedgwohn says—*I do not say that you shall praytfor
Tremble, therefore, in His presence! Take your shaf§ for when His name is mentioned, the place
where you stand is holy ground. Let the Spiritleated with reverence.

In the next place, as a practical remark, let imsywmg the might of the Spirit, take courage today.
We know, brethren, that we, as a body of peopl&isgdo adhere closely to Scripture and to practice
the ordinances, and hold the doctrines as we hesgivied them from the Lord Himself, are but poor
and despised; and when we look at the great ondsedarth, we see them on the side of the falde an
not of the true. Where are the kings and the n@GbWsere are the princes and where are the mighty
men? Are they not against the Lord of Hosts? Wheethe gold? Where is the silver? Where is the ar-
chitecture? Where is the wisdom? Where is the @oge? Is it not banded against the Lord of Hosts?
What? Shall we, then, be discouraged? Our fathers wot! They bore their testimony in the stockd an
in prison, but they feared not for the good olds&dtAs John Bunyan, they learned to rot in dungeons
but they learned not to play the coward. They saffeand they testified that they were not discgeda

Volume 10 Tell someone today how much you love g&3rist. 7




8 The Superlative Excellence of the Holy Spirit Sermon #574

Why? Because they knew (not that truth is mighty a4l prevail, for truth is not mighty and will no
prevail in this world until men are different frowhat they are), but they knew that the Spirit otdG®
mighty and will prevail! Better to have a small ctlu of poor men, and the Spirit of God with them,
than to have a hierarchy of nobles, to have an afimtifled princes and prelates without the Holyrgp

for this is not merely the sinew of strength, lusiStrength itself! Where the Spirit of God is-eté is
liberty and power! Courage then, brethren, we hamg to seek for that which God has promised to
give, and we can do wonders. He will give the Hepyrit to them who ask for Him.

Wake up, members of this church, to earnest praamed; all believers throughout the world, cry
aloud unto God to let His bare arm be seen. Waki&ren of God, for you know the power of prayer!
Give the Covenant angel no rest till he speakswvibrel, and the Spirit works mightily among the sohs
men. Prayer is work adapted to each of you whoma@hrist. You cannot preach, you cannot teach, but
you can pray; and your private prayer, unknown @nyrshall be registered in heaven; those silent but
earnest cries of yours shall bring down a blessifg other morning, when we were holding special
prayer, there were some brothers present who kepigto themselves during the prayer, scarcelg lou
enough to be heard, “Do Lord! Do! Grant it! Hedf hat is a kind of praying which | love in prayer
meetings! | would not care for the loud shouts @he of our Methodist brethren, though if they like,
they are welcome to it, but | do like to hear fdsrpraying with the groaning which cannot be uttere
“Lord, send the Spirit! Send the Spirit, Lord! Wbl ork! Work!” During sermon time it is what num-
bers of churches should be doing, crying out to @oattheir hearts. As you walk the streets, when you
see sin you should pray, “Lord, put it down by Y@&pirit!” And when you mark a struggling brother,
striving to do good, you should cry, “Lord, helprfiiHelp him by Your Spirit.” | am persuaded we only
need more prayer, and there is no limit to theditgs you may evangelize England, you may evange-
lize Europe, you may Christianize the world, if yda but know how to pray. Prayer can get anything o
God, prayer can get everything—God denies nottorthe man who knows how to ask! The Lord never
shuts His storehouse till you shut your mouth! @altinever stop His arm till you stop your tongwey
aloud and spare not! Give Him no rest till He sefoith His Spirit once again to stir the watersd 4o
brood over this dark world, till light and life dhaome! Cry day and night, O you elect of God, e
will avenge you speedily. The time of battle dravesar! Rome sharpens her sword for the fight! The
men of error gnash their teeth in rage! Now for $hard of the Lord and of Gideon! Now for the old
might and majesty of the ancient days! Now for sheking of the walls of Jericho, even though we
have no better weapons than rams’ horns! Now ferdtiving out of the heathen, and for the establish
ment of God’s Israel in the land! Now for the comiof the Holy Spirit with such might and power that
as Noah’s flood covered the mountaintops, Jehoviédosl of glory shall cover the highest summits of
sin and iniquity, and the whole world over, the d&@od Omnipotent shall reign!

You who have not the Spirit pray for Him. May Heppt you to pray this morning! Unconverted
sinners, may the Spirit give you faith! Remembaeat tthe Holy Spirit tells you to trust Christ. If yo
honor the Holy Spirit, trust Christ. | know you mdee regenerate, for the man who trusts Clisise-
generate. You must repent, you must be holy, baintn who trusts Chrishall repent, andghall be
made holy; the germs of repentance and holinessdrien already. Trust Christ, sinner! It is thelido
Spirit's mandate to you this morning. May He compel to trust Him, and He shall have the glory,
world without end. Amen.
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