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“A good soldier of Jesus Christ.”
2 Timothy 2:2, 3.

MANY men and many minds. In reference to what aitian is there have been very many and di-
verse opinions; according to the notions of som€hastian is an exquisite of remarkably delicate
tastes; he cannot worship except it is in a plabese architecture is correctly Gothic, otherwise hi
dainty soul will be shocked; he is unable to offeayer aright unless his devotions are upliftedrughe
wings of the choicest music, and even then, soare#ll he be successful unless he is aided by sundr
gentlemen, whose pedigree, like that of racehorsaspe clearly traced, and whose garments tha tail
has fashioned according to the directions of tledes@stical fashion book for the various seasdrtsen
year! If this is to be a Christian in these daysnust be confessed that Paul has said little camg
this delicate and artistic sort of creature, uniesteed, he had reference to it in Galatians 409,11,
which read at your leisure; neither would Paul’sskéa acknowledge it.

With some a Christian is a spiritual gourmet; hHerads upon the ministry of the word for no purpose
but to be fed; he strongly denounces every serrhahis aimed at the conversion of sinners, for he
looks even upon the Bible itself as a book solatgnded to yield him personal consolation. The more
any doctrinal teaching promises him a monopoly @ddythings, and the more it excludes others, the
better he enjoys it—it being to him a particulartpaf the sweetness of the feast to believe thatabu
very slender company may dare to partake of ithiar to live is to enjoy, and not to serve; to dyat
his selfishness he would blot out the free invitasi of the gospel. He is not a hearer only, bubtody
he is not also a doer; he is a hearer and a fegdarcertain coarse sense, upon the word of Gudl, a
nothing more. That is not Paul’'s ideal of a Chaistihe does not picture him with his napkin infasd,
sitting at a banquet table, but rather with a swgrdupon his thigh, ready for the conflict.

To some, the highest form of Christian is a greatier—a profound student of the best of books, for
the purpose of composing spiritual riddles. He sefad no practical end; he is a picker-out of worals
speller-over of syllables, a magnifier of microsicopoints, a proficient in biblical hair-splittinghe
more a passage perplexes others, the more sugedfats meaning! He cares most for things which
have the least practical bearing; he is a peepeudih spiritual spyglasses, fancying that he cterpmet
what wiser men leave to God to expound; he is denwafter spiritual conies, which if caught, would
never pay the huntsman for his toil, while the vaggy matters he holds in small esteem. This dag¢s n
seem to have been Paul's conception of a Christ@anthe apostle was no lover of foolish and un-
learned questions which gender strife.

And | am afraid | must add that with some, the iadda Christian is that of a man who can sleep out
his existence in blissful serenity—a man who, hgudelieved, or professed to believe in Christ—has
settled his lifework forever, and from now on cay,s"Soul, take your ease, you have from now on
much goods laid up for many years in your own sgcugat, drink, be merry in the gospel; but as for
feeding the hungry or clothing the naked, are youryprother’'s keeper? What is that to you? Seetgou
yourself, and if you are right, let fate, or proste, or sovereignty, take care of the rest.” Haak not
appear to have pictured true believers as sluggamaisd asleep upon the downiest beds; his deseripti
of a Christian in the text is that ofsaldier! And that means something far different either frameli-
gious fop, whose best delight is music and millner a theological critic who makes a man an affen
er for a word, or a spiritual glutton who cares fiathing but a lifelong enjoyment of the fat thirfgd
of marrow, or an ecclesiastical slumberer who lomgly for peace for himself. Paul represents hima as
soldier, and that, | say, is quite another thirg;What is a soldier? A soldier is a practical maman
who has work to do, and hard, stern work; he mayesones, when he is at his ease, wear the finefies
war, but when he comes to real warfare, he caités énough for them. The dust and the smoke, lagd t
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garments rolled in blood—these are for those wheaidiering! And swords all hacked, and dented ar-
mor, and bruised shields, these are the thingsntilaak the good, the practical soldier. Truly toveer
God, really to exhibit Christian graces, fully tohéeve a lifework for Christ, actually to win sottshis

is to bear fruit worthy of a Christian! A soldiex & man of deeds, and not of words; he has to mdnte
and fight. In war times his life knows little ofdurious ease; in the dead of night, perhaps, thafet
sounds to boot and saddle—just at the time whes hest weary, and he must hurry to the attack just
when he would best prefer to take his rest in slé&@p Christian is a soldier in an enemy’s coustry
ways needing to stand on his watchtower, constamtipe contending, though not with flesh and
blood—with far worse foes, namely with spiritualckedness in high places.

The Christian is a self-sacrificing man as the igolchust be. To protect his country, the soldiesmu
expose his own bosom; to serve his King, he museaey to lay down his life; surely he is no Chast
who never felt the spirit of self-sacrifice! Ifive unto myself | am living unto the flesh, andtioé flesh
| shall reap corruption; only he who lives to hisdzto Christ, to the truth of God, to the churahd to
the good old cause—only he is the man who can rebkuself at all to be a soldier of Jesus Christ!

A soldier is a serving man. He does not followdw pleasure; he is under law and rule. Each hour
of the day has its prescribed duty, and he musitiaelient to the word of another and not to his own
will and whim. Such is the Christian; we serve tleed Jesus Christ. Though no longer the slaves of
man so as to dread his frown, we are servants p§iGhho has loosed our bonds.

The soldier is full often a suffering man; there arounds, there are toils, there are frequent stays
the hospitals—there may be ghastly cuts whichhletsoul out with the blood. Such the Christian isold
must be ready to suffer, enduring hardship, nokilap for pleasure of a worldly kind in this lifeub
counting it his pleasure to renounce his pleasar€hrist’s sake.

Once again, the true soldier is an ambitious bettegpants for honor, seeks for glory; on the figid
strife he gathers his laurels, and amidst a thalisamgers he reaps renown. The Christian is fised b
higher ambitions than any earthly warrior ever knbée sees a crown that can never fade; he loves a
King who best of all is worthy to be served; he hasotive within him which moves him to the noble
deeds—a divine Spirit compelling him to the most-sacrificing actions! Thus you see the Christian
a soldier, and it is one of the main things in Etnn life to contend earnestly for the faith, aodight
valorously against sin.

Paul does not exhort Timothy to be a common, omarg soldier, but to be ‘@ood soldier of Jesus
Christ.” For all soldiers, and all true soldiersymmaot be good soldiers; there are men who areusit |
soldiers and nothing more; they only need suffictemptation, and they readily become cowardlyg,idl
useless, and worthless. But he is the good soldheris bravest of the brave, courageous at alldjrhe
is zealous, does his duty with heart and earnestihesis the good soldier of Jesus Christ who uidjino
divine grace, aims to make himself as able to sbisd.ord as shall be possible. He tries to grow in
grace, and to be perfected in every good word asrif vthat he may be in his Master’s battles fit thoe
roughest and sternest service, and ready to beaetty brunt of the fray. David had many soldiersq
good soldiers, too, but you remember it was saichafy, “These attained not unto the first threeotwN
Paul, if | read him rightly, would have Timothy tiy be of the first three, to be a good soldied sure-
ly I would, this morning, say to my dear comradeghe little army of Christ meeting here—let each
one of us try to attain unto the first three! Letask to be numbered among the King’s mightiesloto
noble work for Him, and honorable service, thatmey bring to our Master’s cause fresh glory! Be it
ours to covet earnestly the best gifts, and as awe lhad much forgiven, let us love much, and prove
that love by action.

Before | proceed fully to open up this metaphor,nhe say that though we shall use military terms
this morning, and stirring speech, it should alwbgsemembered that we have no war aggestons
and that the weapons which we use are not suctedsrged for the deadly conflicts ofankind The
wars of a Christian are againsinciples againsting against theniseriesof mankind, against that evil
one who has led man astray from his Maker. Our w&egsagainst the iniquity which keeps man an ene-
my to himself. The weapons that we use are hofjpmentsand consecratdd/es devotion and prayer
to God, teaching and example among the sons of mas;is battling for the peace, and fighting for
rest. We disturb the world to make it quiet, anoh i upside down to set it right. We pull downastg-
holds that they may not pull down the Zion of Gads dash down the mighty that the humble and the
meek may be established. We have no sympathy wighother war, but count it an evil of the direst

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 16




Sermon #938 A Good Soldier of Jesus Christ 3

sort, let it be disguised as it may. Now with thatition, whatever | shall seem to say will not gbas
though I loved or excused ordinary warfare—for maghcan be more abhorrent to the Christian than
wholesale slaughter. Nothing can be more desiregskthan the promised era when men shall beat their
swords into ploughshares, and their spears intoipguhooks.

Now let us come to the work of this morning. Fikgg shalldescribe a good soldier of Jesus Christ,
and when we have done so, we shahort you to be such.

|. First, then, this morning, we shall endeavor TO BBREBBE A GOOD SOLDIER OF JESUS
CHRIST. We must begin with this fundamentdie-must be loyal to his King\ soldier of Jesus Christ
acknowledges the divine Redeemer as his King, antesses His sole and undivided sovereignty in the
spiritual kingdom. He abhors Antichrist in all iisrms, and every principle that opposes itselfhe t
reign of the beloved Prince of Peace. Jesus istidbbth Lord and God. The day when he enlisted, he
did, as it were, put his fing@nto the print of the nailsand said with Thomas, “My Lord and my God.”
This was his enlistment declaration, and he remiawresto it. “Christ is all,” is his motto, and wain all
men to obedience to Immanuel is his lifework! T sheathes his sword in the last victory, theicruc
fied is sole monarch of his soul; for Him he livés; Him he would even dare to die! He has entered
into solemn league and covenant to maintain agalhsbmers that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glafry
God the Father.

Moreover, the Christian soldier not only acknowleslgesus to be his King, but his heart is full of
loving devotion to Him as such. Nothing can make lineart leap like the mention of that august, that
more than royal name! He remembers who Jesusei§dah of God, “The Wonderful, the Counselor, the
Mighty God.” He remembers what Jesus did, how Hedohim and gave Himself for him; he looks to
the cross and remembers the streams of blood whénebelect were redeemed, even when they were
enemies of God. He remembers Christ in heaveny@mel at the right hand of the Father; he loves Him
there, and it ravishes his heart to think that Gad highly exalted the once-despised and rejeated o
and given Him a name that is above every name,ah#tie name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and thinggeuthe earth! He pants for the time when theicruc
fied shall come in His glory and rule the natiosstlzeir liege Lord; he loves Jesus so that he feels
belongs to Him altogether, bought with His blocetjeemed by His power, and comforted by His pres-
ence. He delights to know that he is not his own,he is bought with a price, and since he loveas hi
King, and loves Him with an ardor unquenchable—f@ny waters cannot drown his love, neither can
the floods quench it, he loves all the King’s beo) and sisters, and servants for the King's sdke.
hails his brethren in arms with hearty affectioreé ldves the grand old banner of the gospel! Hegray
for the wind of the Holy Spirit to expand its furthat all eyes may behold its beauties; he idéasain
the faith once delivered to the saints, and repa® much at every doctrine of the gospel that teldav
gladly lay down his life to preserve it to the wbrAbove all, he loves the crown of his King, ahé t
cause of his Master; oh, could he set the Captiaimsosalvation higher among men, he would be con-
tent to die in the ditch of neglect and scorn! @du but see the King come to His own, and the éfeir
all things loyally acknowledged by His revolted yirees, he would be satisfied whatever might be-
come of him! His heart is more than loyal; it idl fof personal affection for the Chief among teouh
sand. | ask you, brothers and sisters, whethsrsbiwith you. Believing, ye&knowingthat it is so with
many, | would to God it were thus with all' Brotseaind sisters, | know you love Jesus well, no music
sounds to your ears so sweetly as His charming namsong of choicest minstrel is half as sweeg Th
very thought of Him with rapture fills your breasfssuredly you have one of the first marks of good
soldiers—go on, | pray you, to that which lies bego

The next characteristic of a good soldier is tiais obedient to his captain’s commanids. would
be no soldier at all who would not take his marghamders from his leader, but must act after his ow
mind! He would soon be dismissed from servicepif shot by order of a court martial for crimes whic
military rule cannot tolerate. Now, without enlargion that illustration let me ask every Christieare
and me first of all, are we doing the entire willour Master? Do we wish tktnowthe Master’s will? |
should not like that any part of the Scripture dddae distasteful to me; | would tremble if thererey
portions of my Lord’s testimony which | feared tad, or found it convenient to forget; it is teleib
when men are obliged to pass over certain textslserto cut and square them to make them agrée wit
their beliefs! We should not practice an ordinanmeely because our church teaches it, or our parent
believed in it; we must read the Scriptures, aratdethe question for ourselves, or we are note@sp
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ful to our Lord. The soldier who did not take theuble to read the orders of his superior mightlyuse
suspected of mutinous intentions! Disobedience lesnik any heart where there is carelessness about
knowing the Lord’s will! Be courageous enough tways look Scripture in the face—it is, after all,
nothing more than your bare duty; better for us$ W changed our sentiments every day in ordeeto b
right, than that we held to them obstinately whike had some fear that perhaps we were wrong. €o liv
a life of obedience is a greater matter than sampease; obedience is no second-rate virtue—"to obey
is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than #ef rams.” “If you love Me"—what does Jesus say,
“Go to the stake for Me” or, “Preach before kings Me”? No, neither of these things is expressly se
lected, but “If you love Me, keep My commandmentss’though this were the surest and most accepted
test of love! May you thus, then, being loyal te tking, be in the second place obedient to His com-
mands.

The third matter for a good soldier to mind is ki he is, indeed, a first-class soldier, worthy of
the serviceto conquer will be his ruling passioithe fight is on, and the soldier’s blood is upd aow
he feels, “I must drive the enemy from his entreneht; | must take yonder fortification; | must plan
our conquering standard on the castle of the foenuust die! Accursed be the sun if he goes ddvs t
day and sees me turn my back upon the enemy.” Hisaved that he will win or lie cold and stark up
on the battlefield. The Christian, in order thatrhay win for Christ the souls of others, may make
known Christ’s truth, may establish Christ’'s chuoshfresh ground, is quite as ready to suffer era$
is the boldest member of the most renowned regimientlo this he disentangles himself as much as he
can from all other ambitions and aims, “for he thairs, entangles not himself with the affairs aéth
life.” With a good soldier of Christ, the masterspin is to spread the gospel, to save souls frenisip
ing—and he would sooner do this and be poor tharidheand neglect it! He would sooner be useful
and live unknown than rank among the great ongkeokarth, and be useless to his Lord! A truly good
soldier of Jesus Christ knows nothing about diffies except as things to be surmounted; if hist®tas
bids him perform exploits too hard for him, he dsawpon the resources of omnipotence, and achieves
impossibilities. Wellington sent word to his troopse night, “Ciudad Rodrigo must be taken tonight.”
And what do you think was the commentary of theifni soldiers appointed for the attack? “Then,”
they all said, “We will do it"” So when our greaaftain sends round, as He does to us, the word of
command, “Go you into all the world and preachdbspel to every creature,” if we were all good sol-
diers of the cross, we would say at once, “We dallit!” However hard the task, since God Himself is
with us to be our Captain, and Jesus the PrietsteoMost High is with us to sound the trumpet, wik w
do it in Jehovah’s name! May such dauntless rewwmiltre your breasts, my brothers and sisters, and
may you thus prove yourselves “good soldiers ofig€zhrist.”

The passion for victory with the soldier often malkem forget everything else. Before the battle of
Waterloo, Picton had had two of his ribs smasheat iQuartre Bras, but he concealed this serious inj
ry, and though suffering intense agony, he rodbeahead of his troops, and led one of the greates
which decided the fortunes of the day! He nevdrhef post, but rode on till a ball crushed in $ksill
and penetrated to his brain; then in the hot fitlet hero fell. How few among us could thus endure
hardness for Jesus? O that we felt we could safigthingsooner than be turned aside from accom-
plishing our lifework for Him we love! In that sanbattle, one of our lieutenants, in the early pathe
day, had his left forearm broken by a shot. He @¢mdt, therefore, hold the reins in his hand, bat h
seized them with his mouth, and fought on till &@otshot broke the upper part of the arm to sphnte
and it had to be amputated; but within two dayselhe was, with his arm still bleeding, and the meu
all raw, riding at the head of his division! Bratlengs have been done among the soldiers of our-cou
try—O that such brave things were common amongatheed men of the church militant! Would to
God that in the teeth of suffering we could allgasere in living the holy life He bids us live, amd
zealously spreading abroad that glorious gospethvhas saved our souls, and which will save théssou
of others! Great Master, by Your own example inspis with this valor! | desire to see in this, ber
loved church, more of you who are resolved thatistergospel shall conquer this South of London;
that it shall conquer the world; that Christ sls#é of the travail of His soul and be satisfietting to
witness more of that dogged perseverance amongt@ms which would make them work on and on,
even without success, and persevere under evergutegement, until at last their Master shall give
them their reward on earth, or else take them awdfieir reward in heaven! To be a good soldier of
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Jesus Christ there must be a passion for victony,aa insatiable greed for setting up the throngestis
in the souls of men!

Fourthly,a good soldier is very brave at a charg®hen the time comes, and the orders are given
for the good soldier to advance to the attack, deschot wish himself away; though a perfect hail of
hurtling shot whistles all around, and the rankshaf army are thinned, he is glad to be therehéor
feels the stern joy that flushes the face in thktlof battle, and he only wants to be within arieisgth
of the foe, and to come to close quarters with I8m.s it with the genuine Christian when his héart
right with God. If he is bid to advance, let thendar be what it may, he feels he is honored byrttavi
such a service allotted to him! But are we all uthear not. How many of us are silent about Jesus
Christ in private conversation? How little do weoghforth our light before men; if we were good sol-
diers, such as we ought to be, we would selectydagorable opportunity in private as well as irbpa
communion with our fellow men, and prudently but gealously press the claims of Jesus Christ and
His gospel upon them! Oh, do this, beloved, anddgoil come of it! We should each one be seeking to
have his own special work for Jesus, and if no else were attempting the task, we should, like the
brave men who rush in to the storming of a batteayry the flag first and plant it, knowing thaeth
are hundreds of others who will follow the firstalse man, who might not be able perhaps to lead the
way themselves. My beloved, may you and | be rdadgnything, and bold to bear witness for Christ
before a scoffing world! In the pulpits where wegceh, in the workshops where we labor, in the mar-
kets where we trade, in every company amidst wivelare called to move—wherever we may be, may
we be brave enough to acknowledge our Lord, angbbwld His cause!

But this is not all that goes to make a good soldiegood soldier is like a rock under attackb
British soldiers have been; they have stood indsadjuares against the enemies’ cavalry until tioeis
have dashed upon them madly, gnashed their taegt,ih their faces, thrown their guns at them, and
yet might just as well have ridden against grarotks, for our soldiers did not know how to yiedshd
would not retreat! As fast as one fell, anothdedilup the gap, and there stood the square ofdedy
ing the rush of the foe! We need this kind of fixegsolved, persevering godliness in our churcaed,
we shall have it if we are good soldiers of Jeshgd@l Alas, too many are exhausted by the ze#tsit
exhibited; for a time they can reach the highesttpbut to continue on, and on, and on—this isdde
ficult a task for them! How many young people vyalin the church, and for a while seem very zealous,
and then grow cold! Alas, it is not always the yguthere are some among yourselves who were once
most diligent in your various forms of service; whinders you that you are not diligent in your Mas
ter's business now? Has Christ given you permisgaetire into inglorious ease? Does He exempt you
from service? Take heed lest you are also exeropt feward! No, we must through all our Christian
life maintain our integrity, resist temptation,dcethe separated path, and seek the souls of ntlerums
dying ardor—with indefatigable earnestness—wregtiith God for men, and with men for God. Oh,
for more of this stern determination to stand, hading done all—to still stand!

The last mark of a really good soldier of Jesusisths thathe derives his strength from on high.
This has been true even of some common soldiersefigious men, when they have sought strength
from God, have been all the braver in the day offletd. | like the story of Frederick the Great. \&fh
he overheard his favorite general engaged in prayet was about to utter a sneering remark, the fin
old man, who never feared a foe, and did not eean is majesty’s jest, said, “Your Majesty, | have
just been asking aid from your Majesty’s great.allye had been waiting upon God; this is how Chris-
tians get the victory, they seek it from the chisgjreat ally and then go to the conflict sure tieaty
shall win the day! He is the best Christian whahis best intercessor; he shall do the most whd shal
pray the best! In the battle of Salamanca, whenlidggdn bade one of his officers advance with his
troops, and occupy a gap which the Duke perceiuetthe lines of the French, the general rode up to
him, and said, “My lord, | will do the work, butrét give me a grasp of that conquering right hahd o
yours.” He received a hearty grip, and away he todée deadly encounter! Often has my soul said to
her Captain, “My Lord, | will do that work if You M/ give me a grip of Your conquering right hand.”
Oh, what power it puts into a man when he gets@majrChrist, and Christ gets a grip of him! Fellow
ship with Christ is the fountain of the church’sesigth; her power did never lie in her wealth,rothe
eloquence of her preachers, nor in anything thatesoof man! The strength of the church is divimel a
if she fails to draw strength from the everlastimifgs, she becomes weak as water! Good soldiedeof
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sus Christ, watch unto prayer, “praying in the H8Jirit,” for so shall you be strong in the Loredain
the power of His might.

Il. Thus I have in a very poor way described a goodiesobf Jesus Christ. Give me a few minutes
while | EXHORT YOU TO BE SUCH. And, mark you | shapeak especially to the members of this
Christian church.

| exhort you, dear brothers and sisters, who aldiess of Christ, to be good soldiers becaosny
of you have been sPaul was likely to commend the churches when lwd¢cand | feel | may honestly
and from my heart commend many of you, for you hesmed your Lord and Master well. | know you
have nothing whereof to glory, for when you haveelall, you are unprofitable servants. But stik{
joice, and will rejoice when | see the work of tHely Spirit in you; and | will venture to say thiahave
seen here instances of apostolic ardor and sdiifisacsuch as | have read of in ancient records, b
hardly ever expected to see! There are those snhihiise this day who will shine as stars forever an
ever, for they have turned many to righteousnesshddor not your past, | beseech you; fall not from
your high standing. “Forward” is your motto! Neuwhink of declining, but rather advance in love to
God, and in the ardor of your zeal. Be good sodd#itl, and depart not from your first love. | @ure
there is greater need of good soldiering now theerelen years ago, or 16 years ago, when first | ad-
dressed you, the power of popery in this land wahing compared to what it is now! In those dayes th
Church of England was more generally Protestaw; ih@s so frequently popish that | may broadly say
that now we are afflicted with two popish churchekat of Rome, and that of Oxford! The second one
is not one whit better than the first—only morefiyraand insidious, inasmuch as it attracts to ftsel
number of godly and gracious men who protect thiains who bear a Protestant name, and who are
doing the Pope’s work! | grieve to know that theaegelical clergy of England, by their continuedami
with the Church of England, are acting as a shlithe ritualistic or popish party, and giving thene-
ry opportunity to work out their schemes for leagthe nation back to popery en masse! Around this
very spot a battle will have to be fought betwelem $acramentarians and the lovers of the gospel; at
your very doors the battle is come at last. It wasso till but lately, but here it is—and you ware
men must show your colors, and serve your Mastainaginnumerable and constantly active foes. You
have never failed me; you have always been boldséemtifast, and laborious, and so let it be, fer th
time requires it. | can see on all hands that nanyou young men are being attracted by the worldly
amusements which surround us, for our dangersarenty those of popery, but those of the world th
flesh, and the devil. There must be greater earasst and a deeper piety among you, or the neergen
ation will become unworthy of yourselves—your griednd not your joy. | pray you see to this.

Be good soldiers, fomuch depends upon Y.our country will be blessed in proportion as \are
earnest. Nonconformity in England will lose all iiswer if it loses its godliness. | do not care mémr
our political strength—I was about to say | am adimadifferent to our political rights—I care fdrém,
but only so much as to occupy a very minor placenynconsideration. Our spirituality is the main mat
ter! It is this, alone, that can make us a blestongur country! Sons of the Puritans, you mustkweth
God, or your day is past; you will be swept awayather would have been, who came to the kingdom
for the salvation of her nation—if she had notifidél the office for which God had exalted her. You
have grown in numbers, grown in strength! O that yeay grow in grace, love the gospel better, and
love Christ better, for your country needs it, yotildren need it, and you need it! The times ag-p
lous, and yet they are hopeful! By their peril, dndtheir hopefulness, | beseech you, be good e@di
of Jesus Christ!

Good soldiers we ought to be, ibis a grand old cause that is at stakeis the kingdom of God; it
is the church of Christ; it is the word of God, tineth, the doctrine of the gospel, the crown «ule
that are all at stake! | grant you that none sbadlr shake the throne of Jesus, for though “théhkea
rage, and the people imagine a vain thing,” yetl dfia throne be established, but we now speak ac-
cording to the manner of men. God has been pleasedve this matter to His church, which is thie pi
lar and ground of the truth; Oh then, stand up mignfand fight earnestly when so much rests ugbn i
God grant that you may not be as the children dfr&m, who being armed and carrying bows turned
their backs in the day of battle.

| implore you, my beloved, and mostly myself, todmod soldiers of Jesus when you consttier
fame that has preceded yddisoldier, when he receives his colors, findsaiartvords embroidered on
them to remind him of the former victories of tgiment in which he serves. Look at thd' thapter
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of Hebrews and see the long list of the triumphsheffaithfull Remember how prophets and apostles
served God; remember how martyrs joyfully laid daweir lives; look at the long line of the reformer
and the confessors; remember your martyred sirdscanenanting fathers, and by the grace of God |
beseech you, walk not unworthy of your noble liredag

Be good soldiers becausetbé victory which awaits yo®h, it will be a grand thing to share in the
ultimate triumph of Christ, for triumph He will! Wém all His soldiers shall come back from the war,
and the King Himself at their head with the spoilghe victory; when they shall come back to thdé-me
ropolitan city, to the ivory palaces of the greap@in; when the song is heard, “Lift up your he&as
you gates, and be you lifted up, you everlastingrsip when the question shall be answered, “Who is
the King of glory?” by the reply, “The Lord of Hestthe Lord mighty in battle, He is the King of glo
ry,” it will be a glorious thing to have shared thght, for so surely you shall share the honorshait
coronation day! A crown is prepared for that hdamligh it is now made to ache with care for the ehus
There is a palm branch for that hand which nowstwilthe fight! There are silver sandals for thieset
which have now to march over weary miles for Clgisake! Honor and immortality not to be imagined
till they are enjoyed await every faithful soldedrthe cross!

Besides, and lastly, if | need another argumemhase you good soldiersgmember your Captain,
the Captain whose wounded hands, and pierced ffied¢bleens of His love to you. Redeemed from go-
ing down to the pit of hell, what can you do suéitly to show your gratitude? Assured of eterrafyg
by-and-by, how can you sufficiently prove that yieel your indebtedness? Up, | pray you! By Him
whose eyes are like a flame of fire, and yet weet with tears; by Him on whose head are many
crowns, and who yet wore the crown of thorns; bsnktho is King of kings and Lord of lords, and yet
bowed His head to death for you, resolve thatfesslilatest breath you will spend and be spentisr
praise! The Lord grant that there may be many suthis church—good soldiers of Jesus Christ!

Two or three words and | will close. At this preséme | contemplate exhorting you to engage in
fresh efforts for Christ. | do not know that yoleaelaxing, neither have | complaints to make of. an
But | would wish that we would commence with rendwegor this day, if God so Wills it. As | myself
commence a new year of Sundays as to my own atgsirle to see a new era of greater exertion in the
cause of Jesus Christ. And in order that it maysiecessful, let not a single man or woman on the
church-roll is missing from his or her post in gm@ritual conflict. It is a remarkable fact that thre eve
of a great battle in the Peninsular War the offcerad the muster-roll, and noted that “not a mas w
missing.” They had all good stomach for the figlmad were all there. You who are in the Sunday
school, you who distribute your tracts, you whoagte in the streets—every man and woman to his
post! And if you have no post as yet, find one—thetre not be one idler, not one single loiterer,&0
single sluggard may mar the work.

Then if we are to be successful let nothing divideThe motto of one of our most famous regiments
embroidered on their banner iQuis separabit.” Who shall separate us? We are but mortals, amd-the
fore little jealousies may spring up, and amonghese may be little causes of personal vexation, bu
brave warriors in the olden times who had falleh lvave been known to come together on the eve of
battle, and say, “Come, let us be reconciled, wg di@a tomorrow; besides, we join in common hatred
of the foe, and love to the king.” Let your pea@umbroken, your union indissoluble, and God will
bless you!

To help us to succeed now, let us lay down thisratee—let no low standard of work, or virtue, or
spiritual attainment content any one of us. Letasolve to be as good Christians as can be found be
neath the stars, as fond of Christ as human heant®¥e, doing and giving as much for Christ as are c
do or give consistently with other duties. Let pare nothing, and keep back no part of the prieg¢. L
there be no Ananias and Sapphira among us, biteadls John, who loved his Lord, and Paul, who
counted all things but loss for the excellence bfi§t Jesus his Lord!

Next, let me salet the present moment be seizeshould like to saturate this district with a mad
tracts simply teaching the gospel, and protestgairst the bastard popery around us. Heaven atfd ear
are being raised around us just now; our poor amggloribed, the houses of our members are beisig sy
tematically visited with the view of decoying thdrom our worship. We are told that a certain small
building used by the Episcopal body is the parigtrch, and we ought to attend it. | might far more
truthfully asserthis to be the church of the parish by the choice fafranore numerous body, but | care
not to make pretensions which prove nothing. The juestion is—do we follow Christ, and uphold the
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teachings of Scripture? If so, our standing is sagable! Doubtless the word has gone forth that Di
sent must be crushed, but if we live near to Gad,raaintain our zeal, Dissent will rise invinciliiem
every attack! Foreseeing the gathering storm,duisconsolation that we know where He dwells wao i
Master of the tempest, and can walk the watersdiothelp, and calm the sea around the weatheribeate
boat. It becomes us now at this present momeng tmdefatigable, to put forth all our strength toe
truth of God, even the Lord’'s pure word in doctrare in ordinancd.et no man’s heart fail hinlThere

is no fear of defeat! Lo, these many years the ladrHosts has been with us as a church, and He will
still be our helper! We have seen the rise and dalmany who blazed for a while—but are now
guenched in darkness, while we have increased &dandful to this mass, and God who has been our
trust, and is still our stay, will not forsake uswi He has not drawn you together, and held yoone
body by cords of love, that after all you may proode a powerless unwieldy mass of associatedsChri
tians! He intends to direct and strengthen younfbler ends and purposes! God, even our own God,
will bless us! Immanuel, God with us, leads the!vEme truth, like the virgin daughter of Zion, sleak
her head at boastful error, and laughs it to schet!falsehood put on her tawdry garments and think
herself a queen, and say that she shall sit ablonmesee no sorrow. Let error come forth in her pgno
and wave her flaunting banner before the sun; saesinear her end. Her armor—what is it? It is but
pasteboard and the lance of truth shall pierderdugh and through! What is her banner but a faglaf

the Roman harlot? It shall be laid in the dust. Mberror bring forth all her hosts, and let thetand in
their serried ranks, and through them the faitshltiers of Jesus will ride and bow the columne lik
reeds in the wind!

In these days, the doctrines and traditions of ommpass us about, yes, like bees they compass us
about, but in the name of the Lord will we desttbgm! Only let us have confidence in God, and the
victory is sure! As for the thought of turning bat¢kat can never be endured! A message came to Sir
Colin Campbell at the Alma that Her Majesty’s Gusawere falling thick and fast beneath the shot, had
they not better retire for a little while into sajearters? The answer was, “It would be bettey,tlsat
every one of Her Majesty’s Guards should lie deadhis battlefield than turn their backs on the-ene
my.” And it is so. Let us die, yes—it would be detly wished rather than we lived a coward’s lifedtL
the preacher first of all be carried to his grdeehim never live to see the shame of this Isra¢lthese
eyes be sealed in death rather than behold “IcHabotlen on these walls! No, brothers and sistdrs,
shall not be! You will serve Jesus, you will lovar and “Onward to victory” shall be your watchword
from today on. Be more in PRAYER—for this is theair matter. Seek out, each one, your own sphere
of action—give yourselves wholly to it, and if aggow cold or careless, let him remember Jesus says,
“| stand at the door, and knock: if any man hearwice, and open the door, | will come in to himda
will sup with him, and he with Me.” This blessedpping with Jesus will restore you! Though you are
like Laodicea, “neither cold nor hot,” fellowshiptiv Jesus will renew the love of your espousals! Oh
then, my brothers and sisters, in Jesus’ hame yduidbe strong in the Lord, and in the power of His
might!

| have not preached to sinners, but you will dd thgou catch the spirit of this sermon. Therelwil
be many thousands of words to sinners spoken aes$ldt of this exhortation, if God, the Holy Spiri
makes it answer my design. Only this word to theb® are not soldiers of Jesus Christ—trust Him
now! Come now and kiss His silver scepter of divgnace; He will forgive the rebel, and take hinb&o
His servant. God bless you. Amen.
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