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AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

[I thank God most devoutly that | am permitted, @again, to appear in my place among you. It iegbsa most
painful deprivation to me when | am unable to phetiee gospel on the Sabbath to my beloved congoegdt
earnestly pray that this long affliction may be foy spiritual growth, and that you may all profit that which
my Lord has taught me in the school of the crosgseech you, my dear fellow helpers, ask of Gedy great
favor, that now, upon my return to my accustomedkwa double blessing may rest upon all that isedethat
those already saved may be more active, and theesians in our midst may be more numerous. So Gay
grant it and His shall be the praise!—CHS]

“And Simeon blessed them and said unto Mary His tmet, Behold, this child is set for the fall
and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sigwhich shall be spoken against.”
Luke 2:34.

THIS text has within it a profound deep meaningf, bshall not attempt to fathom it. There was a
company hired a few months ago for attempting tover ingots of gold and bars of silver, supposedly
lying at the bottom of the sea in a Spanish gallebith sunk some centuries back. My ship is needit
with the necessary machinery for obtaining goldrfrmysterious deeps, and | have, moreover, great
guestion as to whether the attempt might not beerdangerous than profitable, for many who vary into
the awful depths of predestination have lost théweseand mangnore have become unprofitable to the
church, and to the world. My ship is but a littiehing boat whose business it is to fish for thelsof
men; my gifts fit me only to be such a coastingseésis may carry corn from port to port to feedsého
who hunger for satisfying bread, and | shall nberéfore, attempt to enter into the sublime mystery
which is contained in this text as to the divinp@ptment of Christ to be the occasion of the riglland
rising of many souls. | believe in that doctrinewever, though | cannot expound it. | tremblingr b
lieve in Peter's words concerning those who stunablihe word of God, being disobedient, “whereunto
also they were appointed.” But | say again, thobgheving the doctrine of predestination in all its
length and breadth because | see it revealed iwtie of God, yet as | cannot see any practicalltes
that might come out of a discussion of that subjerst morning, | shall leave it for other minds and
tongues. Rather would | conduct you to the praktragh of God which lies in the text.

The great practical doctrine before us is thiat thherever Jesus Christ comes, with whomever He
may come in contact, He is never without influemeyer inoperative, but in every case a weightyltes
is produced. There is about the holy child Jespsveer which is always in operation. He is not sdbé
an unobserved, inactive, slumbering personageamtiast of Israel, but He is set for the fallingfor
the rising of the many to whom He is known; neveesla man hear the gospel but he either rises or
falls under that hearing! There is never a procltaonaof Jesus Christ (and this is thgiritual coming
forth of Christ Himself) which leaves men preciselljere they were; the gospel is sure to have some
effect upon those who hear it. Moreover, the tekbrims us that mankind, when they understand the
message and work of Christ, do not regard them wvilference; when they hear the truth of Godtas i
is in Jesus, they either take it joyfully in thanms with Simeon, or else it becomes to them a thigh
shall be spoken against. He that is not with Clgisigainst Him, and He that gathers not with Hoaits
ters abroad. Where Christ is, no man remains riebgar she decides eithier Christ oragainstHim.
Given a mind that understands the gospel, you l#se before you a mind that either stumbles at this
stumbling-stone, being scandalized thereby, or ywsehave a mind that rejoices in a foundation upon
which it delights to build all its hopes for timadafor eternity. Observe, then, the two sides eftthth!
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Jesus is always working upon men with marked effantl on the othdrand, man treating the Lord Je-
sus with warmth either of affection or oppositian,action, and a reaction being evermore produced.

Why is this, do you think? Is it not, first, besauof the divine energy which dwells in the Lord’'s
Christ, and in the gospel which now represents Eimong men? The gospel is all life and energy; like
leaven it heaves and ferments with inward energgamnot rest till it leavens all around it. It mbg
compared to salt which must permeate, penetrates@ason that which is subject to its influenceul Pa
compares the preaching of Christ to a sweet-sngeflavor. Now, you cannot say to a perfume, “Be qui-
et! Do not load the air with sweets! Do not affeen’s nostrils.” It cannot do otherwise; the fragra
must fill the chamber. Even so, Christ must bevaisaither of life unto life, or of death unto deabut
a savor He must be wherever He comes! It is no rpossible for you to restrain the working of the
gospel than to forbid the action of fire; standdoefthe fire—it shall warm and comfort you, butusir
your hand into it, and it will burn you. Keep tHae in its proper place, it shall yield you abuntiger-
vice; cast forth the firebrand, it shall consumerybouse, it shall devour all that comes in conteiti
it. You cannot say to fire, “Restrain your consughgnergy”; it must work because it is fire. And so
with yonder sun; though clouds may hide it from sight at this moment, yet forever does it pouttfor
as from a furnace mouth, its heat and light! Narldat cease to burn and shine unless it ceasée t
sun; as long as it is a sun, it must permeate sndiog space with its influence and splendor. Do yo
wonder that the Sun of Righteousness is of yet dmiee energy? Do you marvel that the blaze of His
glory blinds His enemies, or His warmth of loveedrithe tears of His friends? In every case theee is
distinct result, and a manifest effect; never dbesgospel return void; it prospers even in thawfbich
the Lord has sent it. Jesus in the gospel canrastec® work. “My Father works, and therefore | work
The Father, in providence, pauses not, nor doeSdhecease from the work of divine grace.

Moreover, let it be remembered that Jesus Chndt lis gospel are matters of such prime im-
portance to mankind that from this cause also thaust always be an effect produced by Christ. Con-
sider other matters that are of prime importanceumanity, and my meaning will be clear. Here is th
air; | breathe it; what then? Why, I live! | canriotathe it without obtaining this grand resulg thngs
receive the air, the blood is supplied with oxygie, is sustained. Suppose | refuse to breatheaihe
what then? Will there be any remarkable effect poed? Shall | be sickly? Shall | beitle faint?
Shall | be somewhat less energetic? No, | mustBiieathing, | live; refusing to breathe, | die, ssw
the Lord Jesus is as necessary to our souls arttesphere to our bodies. If we receive Christdes
live; we cannot receive Him without living by Hirbut if we will not receive Him, we must die. It is
unavoidable that it should be so. You cannot refeetSavior and be ldtle damaged; there is no alter-
native but that you utterly perish! Take anotheickr of human necessity, bread. You shall eatdrega
shall nourish you, it shall provide for you the eral of flesh and sinew, nerve and bone; refuseato
it, and you take your life from you. You may, if yawill, try to impose upon others, but whether
watched or unwatched, you shall die if you will eeait. It is so ordained by wise decree that therei
living without food; let but the space of time lma$) enough, and death must be inevitable to thdwe w
will not eat. So is it with Christ who is the breaent down from heaven; receive Him—you have all
that your soul needs to sustain it, and drive ait&punger; reject Him, and there is neither inveesa
nor in earth anything that can supply your sowdkl

I might instance the water that we drink, or indlegnything else that is not a matter of luxurybr
artificial need, but which is absolutely necesstaryhuman life; all such things become operative for
good or ill, according as you accept them or refleem, and so must it necessarily be with Christ.

We may add that the position in which Jesus Chretts man makes it inevitable that He must have
an effect upon them. | shall not speak of the haathho never hear of Him, nor of our unhappy heathe
around us whavill not hear of Him, but concerning you who have hear@lofist, | assert that in your
case the Lord Jesus has met with you on occasibesewo accept or to refuse was to make a crisis in
your being! He was right in your way; it was onen8ay evening when the Holy Spirit was with the
preacher; or it was one day when your father hatlpeen buried; or, woman, it was one night when
your dear baby had just been taken from your bosom,laid upon the bed of death. You may readily
recall the occasion; Christ came right in your waryd you could not go around Him; you must either,
that night, stumble over Him, make Him to be tongalf a rock of offense, or you must then and there
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build on Him, and accept Him as your soul’s conficka | believe that such a time of decision comes t
all hearers of the word who have at all intelliggmteard it; and when the Holy Spirit enables wsrir
that time forth to take the Redeemer to be themgaf our soul’s confidence, oh, what a joisltBut if

we are left to ourselves to reject Christ, we shatlhave rejected Him without a strain upon cosrsce,
without having done violence to everything good &meé; we shall not have stumbled at Christ without
knowing that we were stumbling at the noblest gffiGod, at the greatest token of the Father’s love;
stumbling at the only thing which could deliverfosm the wrath to come, and ensure us an eterfity o
joy. Thus you see, because Christ comes to usatportant crisis of our life, He therefore canhet
indifferent to us; He must make us either to fallise.

Once again, let me observe that the Lord Jesusappainted for this very thing—so says the text,
He “wassetfor the fall and rising again of many in Israelt"was for this very end He came! See the
farmer take the fan; you observe the heap of mthgleeat and chaff lying on the floor; he begins to
move the fan to and fro till he has created a lm@gzvind. What happens? The chaff flies to théhker
end of the threshing floor, and there it lies Isgit, the wheat, weightier, remains purified, atehnsed,

a golden heap of grain! Such is the preaching efgispel! Such is Christ! He is the separator o$¢h
who will perish from those who shall be saved. Tdrediscerns and discovers; it reveals the worthles
and manifests the precious, and thus has Chridiathéen His hand! Or, take another metaphor, which
we find in the prophets, “Who may abide the daidsf coming? And who shall stand when He appears,
for He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller'soap.” You see the refiner’s fire? Notice how itrimiand
blazes. Now, it turns to a white heat; you canre#rtio look on it. What has happened? Why the dross
is divided from the silver, and the alloy from theld; the refiner’s fire separates the preciousftbe
vile; and so the gospel reveals the elect of Gad,leaves to hardness of heart the finally impanite
Where it is preached, the men who accept it areiqgue ones of God, His elect, His chosen! The men
who reject it are the reprobate silver; so shalhroall them, for God has rejected them. Mark tbe, t
fuller's soap. The fuller takes his soap, and aserg his craft upon yonder piece of linen markathw
many stains and colors, you see how these fougshily before the soap, and the fair fabric remains
Both spots and linen feel the power of the soapd&@ss the gospel take the polluted fabric of hutyani
and cleanse it; the filth departs, and flies befibrand the fair linen remains. Such are the sagit
God—when the gospel comes to them, they are pdyifleereby; while the wicked, as foul spots, are
driven away in their wickedness!

Thus | have shown you that it is not possible ftwi€ to come anywhere without working some
result. | would impress upon each of you that mas$ possible for Christ to come you without effect-
ing a result inyou | beseech you never fall into the error of thad® assert that unbelief is no sin, and
that to reject Christ is no fault of yours—the wiédénor of Holy Scripture is contradictory to thabst
erroneous opinion! | know of hardly anything maiely to lull the conscience to sleep than thaueel
sion; depend upon it, the gospel will be a savatedth unto death to you if it is not a savor f& linto
life to you! If you believe not, you are condemradceady! Why? Hear the voice of God: “He who be-
lieves on Him is not condemned; but he who believa@ss condemned already, because he has not be-
lieved in the name of the only-begotten Son of Gt this is the condemnation, (above all other-con
demnations), that light is come into the world, anen loved darkness rather than light, because thei
deeds were evil.” You are in a solemn positions thiorning, in listening to the gospel of Christuyo
cannot go out of this house without a mark beinglenapon you which shall remain there forevermore
either for your good, or for your ill; Christ mugperate upon your souls; He is set either for yallror
for your rising again.

Having thus set forth the great truth of God a thxt, | purpose with as much brevity as shall be
possible to answer one or two questions.

|. The first is this, WHO ARE THOSE WHO FALL BY CHRIZTIn Christ's day the question was
not difficult to answer. Those that fell by Chrigere, first of all,the holders of traditionThere were
certain persons who always pleaded, “It was saidhkbyn of old time.” They quoted some saying of
Rabbi Ben, this, or Rabbi Ben, that—and these fansayings were practically exalted above the writ-
ten Word of God; often so as to take the very mepout of the Decalogue itself, and make the tradi-
tions of men a higher authority than the commandsehGod! Now, our Lord Jesus Christ laid the axe
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at the root of this evil tree, for often and oftid He say, “It is said by them of old time, bugdy unto
you.” He denounced their making void the law of Gbbugh their traditions; He took a broom, and
relentlessly swept away the old cobwebs of whafaligers did, and what the ancients said, and glace
the everlasting, “it is written,” above the authymf antiquity! Much such work is there for Him ¢t

in this, our day, when the use of “sacraments,” tiedcustom of the orthodox churches, and | knotv no
what else of venerable rubbish profane the houggoof And,my brothers and sisters, He will surely
do it, and tradition will yet again fall before teger-living Word.

There also fell by our Lord’s hariie externalistsThese men made much of washing their hands
before they ate bread; they thought it a greatgthtnmake broad the borders of their garments; they
were peculiarly attentive to their phylacterieg\titarefully used strainers to keep flies fromiggtin-
to their wine, lest unclean animals should touatirthps! But the Master in His ministry made short
work of them. “You blind fools,” said He, “you sinaat gnats, and you swallow camels!” How He held
up to scorn their long prayers and vain preterbes; tithing of cumin, and their devouring of widg’
houses! Never could they forget the simile of tbp end platter, washed outside, but foul within; no
that of the whitewashed sepulcher, so fair to §ee and yet so full of rottenness. “Woe unto yaaid
He, “Scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites.” And with tivatd He swept away the whole empire of external-
ism, and made men see the vanity of outward relgness, while the heart is unrenewed. How forcible
are those words, “Not that which goes into the malgfiles a man; but that which comes out of the
mouth, this defiles a man.” The kingdom of God @ meat and drink, but joy in the Holy Spirit. O fo
an hour of our Lord’s presence to lash the formaldd today! But be of good cheer, His gospel wét y
do it!

The Master, at the same time, made to fall alls#érighteousThey conceived in themselves that
they were righteous, and they despised others; whali He gave to such when He told that famous
parable of the Pharisee and the Publican who went the temple to pray! How that proud man, who
thanked God he was not as other men, went to hisehwithout peace; while the humlsi@ner, who
confessed himself unworthy to lift his eyes to lgwvent to his house justified of God! Oh, it veas
grand sweep the Master made of self-righteousmetigidays of His flesh! Why, one would think that
where Christ was, the Pharisee must have half-wisbeull off their phylacteries, and hide the lmtoa
border of their garments! Small matter for theidprwas it to stand away and profess to be béditer t
other men, while Jesus of Nazareth tore off thekyasd revealed the heart!

Jesus our Lord was also the falltbé wiseacresf His day. These were the lawyers; they knew eve-
ry point; they could discern in a moment what sddog, and what should not be according to the fa-
thers; and they hadwaay of reading every precept of Moses so as to nitakeean just whatever you
might please, according to the depth of your puf$en there were the Scribes—what diligent students
they had been! They knew how many letters there wethe whole law, and which was the middle let-
ter, and which the middle word; they knew the sind length of each book, and they had written notes
matchless for wisdom, upon every passage! And wee expert in muddling the sense of every pas-
sage, and making the words mean what they were mgeaded to teach; diligent students of the fette
these doctors of divinity, these Scribes of Chsistay, and yet He confused them with a question so
simple that a child should be able to answer—“Danigour law called the Messiah, Lord; how is He
then his Son?” They could not reply to Him; anthiéy had been able, with all their wisdom, to answe
that one question, yet could He have asked theny mmame by which their ignorance would have been
discovered! He was their fall, as He will be astday the fall of all the boastfully wise, for, “Hakes
the wise in their own craftiness.”

But if our Lord was thus the fall of those who weaxternally religious, who were self-righteous,
who were merely orthodox; He was also the fallhefliroad church as well as of the high church. What
a fall He gave the Sadducees! These were your lrbbathmen; they professed to believe the law of
Moses, but robbed it of its supernatural elememd; et they continued in the then established d¢hurc
Of course they did! Why should not the nationaltgathin be of the most comprehensive character? Yet
these skeptics declared that there is no resureatieither angel nor spirit! When our Lord cami® in
the arena against them, their famous story of tbman with the seven husbands was snapped like a
wooden sword, and the point of an irresistible veeagvas set at their breasts as Jesus asked them
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whether the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, h&a$sbd of the dead, or of the living! Our great
Leader’s triumph over the skeptical faction was@asplete as that achieved over the ritualistic band
to each He gave a crushing fall!

If it is easy to answer the question, who fellQiyrist in His lifetime? It is not difficult to ansaw the
inquiry, who falls by Christ today? Why, very muitte same sort of people as fell by Him then! If any
of you are trusting in thexternalsof religion; if you are strangers to the inrsgiritual life; if you are
depending upon your confirmation, your baptism,ry@ception of the sacrament, or anythingefe-
mony assuredly Christ will be the fall of you! HearsHvords, “You must be born-again.” “If any man
hasnot the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” Théugou may receive the baptism of Christ, and the
supper of Christ as often as you will, without ISigirit, you are lost! If there are any here who eue-
fident in their own excellence; if you are hopimgenter heaven because you have never done arty grea
harm, and have, on the whole, been very good peegeiable, kind, and generous—Christ will be the
fall of you! Continuing as you are now, His gospehdemns you thoroughly, for what says that gospel?
“By the works of the law there shall no flesh ligibe justified.” Why, then, should you hope to bstit
fied, in the teeth of what Christ by His Inspiredoatle, has declared? Christ is the death of self-
righteousness, and you will most assuredly periself is your reliance!

Some will tell you that human nature is not ataslbad as it is said to be in Scripture—there are
some fine points about man which only need oppdrasnof development. Ah, but if man were not
fallen, why did he need a Savior? If man were ragebessly fallen, why need God to have come down
from heaven to take upon Himself human flesh teeed man? You who praise up human nature are
robbing Christ of glory to crown a dying rebel, aedt assured that such robbery will be your ruin u
less repented of. There are others who say let doahnis best, and he will, no doubt, be accepted of
God; they hope that there is enough of strengtimam to enable him to force his way to that which is
desired of him. If so, why that bleeding sacrifi®®Rat necessity for Calvary’s groans and death-g2ang
The sacrifice of Christ is the death of all hopésaif-salvation! If you could save yourself, it uld be
monstrous that Christ should come to save youl Ve, if you hold to self-reliance, Christ’s crowill
be the fall of you! It will be a condemning witnesgainst you!

Moreover, Jesus is the fall of all who rely uparegts, or who profess toe priests! When the Son
of God has appeared as the Priest of fallen hugaotit, how dare you, you curs and dogs who yelp at
the heels of Antichrist, to claim to be what Jeslsne, is! How dare you take upon yourselvesdadt
at the altar when He is there! Now that the SuRighteousness has risen, we candatg not, trust in
such mere blots of darkness as you are!

All persons who are self-contented; all those \ah® lofty in mind—to these Christ will assuredly
give a dreadful fall. “Every valley shall be exali@and every mountain and hill shall be laid lo&very
look of pride will He abase, for He is set for fiaé of all those, whether in Israel among the Gentiles,
who exalt themselves in the face of the Lord of tslodudge you, sirs, whether He will be your fall!
You can readily tell; he who is down need fear aly but he who is on high may tremble lest thel&hi
who was born in Bethlehem should be his fall.

II. But | must pass on. Another and a happier questigigests itself. To WHOM WILL THE
LORD JESUS BE A RISING AGAIN?

He will be a rising again to those who have fdll&o you confess, “I have fallen”? Do you
acknowledge, “l possess a fallen nature”? Do yowoelat you have fallen into sin? O my brothers and
sisters, He will be your rising! He cannot lift tipose who are not brought low; but if you haveefall
and are conscious of it this day, He is set toheerising again of such as you are. Again, areqgnu
scious of being down? There cannot be a liftingtfamse who are up; there cannot be healing forethos
who are not sick. Christ came not for so prepostepurpose as to be the Savior of those wholare a
ready safe! Are you sick? He was set to heal sscyoa are. Are you down? Then the more desperate
your fall, the deeper your sense of degradatiomntlore | will rejoice! If you call yourself the @fiof
sinners, | shall but be the more thankful; andaifi yeel yourself past all hope, | shall congratihgbu
as a prisoner of hope, for He came to be the riag@n of such as you are! Clearly to everybody’'s
common sense the rising is not for those who aemady up, but for those who are in need of raising.
They shall rise in Him! Note, again, those who iisélim are those who are nowilling to rise in Him;
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He saves none while they are unwilling, but He msaken willing in the day of His power. Are you
willing this day to rise in Christ? That graciouslwame from God! That will is an indication thagsus
is set to raise you up; never did a soul cling twi€ with earnest will to rise, and find that Ghrdid
leave it to perish! Only lay hold of the hem of Hjgrment, and He will lift you up to His own glory!
We have heard of drowning men who have clutcheotlars who could barely save themselves, but
could not support another, and have therefore bempelled to throw off those who clung to them; but
you may cling to Christ without fear! He is an ayyfmiy swimmer, and will bring to land every soulttha
lays hold on Him.

Trembling believer in Jesus the Redeemer, you sisal from your poverty to sit among princes;
you shall rise from the dunghill of your sins tagrewith angels; you shall rise from your spiritakath
to newness of life; you shall rise from the sharhgawr sin to the honor of perfection; you shadke to
be children of God, educated and trained for aebetorld; you shall rise to dwell in the many mams
of your Father’s house; you shall rise to onenesls @hrist, and shall enter into His joy, triumpgin
with Him! But all this is not for those who havehgh esteem of themselves, but for those who lament
their own unworthiness and sinfulness; He still adsown for the haughty, and a smile for the lowly
“He has put down the mighty from their seats, axalted them of low degree; He has filled the hungry
with good things, and the rich He has sent awaytgrhp

lIl. Another matter shall occupy us for a moment. Sofm® best critics of modern times differ
entirely from the older expositors, and think ttreg “and” here used is conjunctive, and not disjuwec
That is to say, that the two words describe butdregacter, whereas older commentators, and as | be
lieve rightly, interpret the words of two classdspersons. However, let us include that other semse
our exposition. This child is set for the fall ansing again of many in Israel; that is to say ¢éhare
some who shalboth fall and rise againn Christ; to whom Christ shall give such a fadl they never
had before, and such a rise as shall be to theinatresurrection. Let me give you a picture. Yeu
member Jacob and the angel wrestling at night?yDid ever experience what it was to wrestle with
Christ? | do remember when He met me, and entetedgracious conflict with my rebellious spirit. |
stood erect in pride, and as good as told Him ltatd no need of a Savior; but He wrestled with me,
and would not let me go. | stood foot sure, asdgmed, on the law, but what a fall He gave me when
He revealed itspiritual nature,and proved me guilty at every point! Then | thaughad firm footing
with one foot on the law, and the other upon Hecgr—imagining that partly by the mercy of God, and
partly by my own endeavors, | might be saved; blata fall wagherewhen | learned that if Salvation
was of works, it could not be of grace; and if @snof grace, it could not be of works—the two could
not be mixed together! Then | said | would hopéehe performance of the duties which the gospel in-
culcates—I thought | had power to do this, | wotggent and believe, and so win heaven; but what a
fall 1 had, and how each bone seemed broken whedddkared to me, “without Me, you can do noth-
ing; no man can come unto Me, except the Father lhd®sent Me draw him”! Do you remember,
brothers and sisters, when you lay before Chridttha gospel, all broken and bruised, till thereswa
life in you except the life that could suffer paamd even that you questioned, for you feared ydundt
suffer enough pain? You felt you were not penimbugh, nobelieving enough, and that you could
not make yourself anything other than you were; wewe hopeless and helpless. Ah, this is how Christ
saves souls! He gives them a fall first, and afeeds He makes them rise! You cannot fill the veshel
it is empty; there must be room made for mercyHgygouring out of human merit! You cannot clothe
the man who is already clothed, or feed him whor@sunger; it is the hungry soul that is filletis
the naked soul that is clothed; it is the faller ¢imat is lifted up! But this fall which Jesus gvas is a
blessed fall! He never did throw a man down withidting him up afterwards. “I kill, and | make ak;
| wound, and | heal—these are the attributes ¢io¥ah Jesus! The text says after the fall shallecom
the rising again. | have explained what that igl Bhope you understand it. If you this day arebde
to lay hold of Jesus Christ by simply trusting Hiyou are already raised up through Him; he whadgrus
Christ is forgiven; he is accepted; he is saved—amdas you may have fallen in your own esteem
through the fall which the truth of God has givesuyyou may rise just as high in the union that you
have with Christ, for you are accepted in the BetivAnd there is, therefore, now no condemnation to
you; heaven is your sure portion! You shall be v@tirist where He is!
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I\V. We shall conclude with a few words upon the last phthe text. The text tells us that the Lord
Jesus is, “A SIGN THAT SHALL BE SPOKEN AGAINST.”

What is He a sign ofPhe Lord Jesus Christ is a remarkable sign, anadtie sign | know of that
was ever spoken against. He is a siguligine love."God so loved the world that He gave His only-
begotten Son.” There never was such a sign of Godts to man as when God gave His own Son for
him; now there have been many other signs of Glo#'s, and men have not spoken agathetm The
rainbow was in some respects a sign of His love+4t&a would no more destroy the world with a
flood. The sun is a sign of God’s love to man, aads the moon; He makes the sun to shine by chly, a
the moon by night, for His mercy endures foreverfréitful harvest, a flowing stream, a refreshing
wind—the common mercies of life, these are all sigh God’s benevolence. Nobody speaks against
them!But the grandest sign of benevolence on God’s\pag when He spared not His own Son! But
listen to the babble, the noise and confusion nfbes, like the voices of many waters, as the nsitio
cry, “This is the heir, let us kill Him.” “Away wit Him; away with such a fellow from the earth;striot
fit that He should live”! Oh, prodigy of human n@di God reaches the climax of Benevolence, and man
exhibits the climax of deadly hate! The greatedt @iovokes the greatest hostility, and the lofte&ign
brings forth the most virulent opposition!

Christ was a sign divine justice A bleeding Savior; the Son of God deserted by Hithér; the
thunderbolts of vengeance finding a target in tes@n of the Well-Beloved; herein is justice reedal
most fully! | hear not that other signs of vengemhave been spoken against; men have trembled, but
have not railed. Sodom and Gomorrah, with bowed heanfessed the justice of their doom. Egypt,
engulfed in the Red Sea, says nothing of it. Ndnleeo records contain a single blasphemy against Je
hovah for having swept away the nation’s chivalrfge judgments of God, as a rule, strikes men dumb
with awe! But this, which was the greatest dispbdydivine hatred of sin, where the Son of God was
made to descend into the lowest depths as ouritubst today this provokes man’s uttermost wrath!
Know you not how many are continually railing atthross? The Crucified is still abhorred! How
matchless is the perversity of human nature thaganwBod displays His justice most, but blends it
sweetly with His love, the sign is everywhere spo&gainst!

Let me close where much more might be said, bgmisg that Christ was the sign wfan’s com-
munion with God, andf God’s fellowship with marmNone ought to have spoken agaihstt. It ought to
be man’s greatest joy that there is a ladder #ethes from earth to heaven—that there is a cangect
bridge between creature and Creator; but man dotesant to be near his God, and therefore he aails
the means provided for communion!

Christ is the sign ofhe elect seed4e is the woman’s seed, the head of the covenamgedle, and
this is, perhaps, the main ground of oppositionthie serpent must always hate the seed of the woma
God has put an enmity between them. Jesus is phnesentative of the holy, the new-born, the sptijtu
He is the sign of the elect of God, and therefasesoon as the carnal mind that knows not God, nor
loves Him, perceives Christ and His gospel, itrateostirs up the depth of its malevolence to puisth
down if it is possible. Brothers and sisters, tBhgll never put Him down! They may speak against th
gospel, but here isur joy, that Christ will raise up His people, andIwirtainly give the fall to His en-
emies! It is one of the proven facts of providetitat no lie is immortal; never be afraid that anype
can long be dominant; the ark of the Lord can néafébefore Dagon, but Dagon must fall down before
the Lord’s ark! Have patience, have patience! Tio®wy is as sure as it is slow! You may compldiatt
the Ritualists gather force; have patience! Thedlsivall laugh them to scorn; the Lord shall hawesrth
in derision! You may say that the doubters as &tthth of God’s word are gathering in strengtht bu
wait with patience—skepticism shall have its ovestit “Yet have | set My King upon My holy hill of
Zion.” The Lord God has declared the decree, aedddrree shall stand; be of good cheer, for all is
well! Inasmuch as you have risen in Him, be noindiged though the sign is spoken against; in patienc
possess your souls, for the day shall come whewillease Him of His adversaries, when the loftiest
foe shall be hurled to the ground, for He shalhdd&®m in pieces; He shall rule them with a roda;

He shall break them like a potter’s vessel. O cguewho want to be on His side, you who would be
safe! “Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and youspefiom the way, when His wrath is kindled butta li
tle. Blessed are all they who put their trust irmHdi Come, you tremblers, cower down beneath the
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wings of your Savior who says today, as He dichmmdays of His flesh, “How often would | have gath-
ered your children together, even as a hen gattershickens under her wings, and you would not!”
Refuse Him not, lest He be unto you a swift flygagle that sees the prey from afar, and descenls wi
terrible vengeance to tear in pieces, and to dgstro

The Lord grant that the child Jesus may be seydar rising again, and for a sign in which your
souls shall delight, for His name’s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—LUKE 2.
Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, all free, visit:

WWW.Spurgeongems.org

END OF VOLUME 15
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