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“At the time appointed the end shall be.”
Daniel 8:19.

HUMAN nature anxiously desires to know somethinglef future. If we were told tonight that we
could go to a certain spot where we might lift ed of our own history, and foresee the coursewf
own lives during the next few years, | am afraidyview of us could be trusted to absent ourselv@s f
such a place, or miss such an opportunity. Thiseiyto know the future, and that strange credulity
which gives heed to every species of so-calledpbets” and omens, has caused men and women to be
the easy dupes of designing impostors in all agesrm-the ignorance of the unlettered Egyptian, up to
the cleverness of modern professors. | might almusttion learned doctors who practice divinations,
prophecy concerning things to come, and bring ily Baripture to back up their prognostications. Eve
rywhere that kind of spirit which leads men to amtleemselves with light literature also leads them
read the Bible with a view to foretell the futuesyd would lead them to resort to any kind of inie@mt
by which they might hope to have a glimpse of thilded scroll. Be persuaded, however, my brothers
and sisters, that with the exception of some gfeature, some magnificent outline which God has re-
vealed, the future is absolutely shut from humaeseynd as to the details which concern your life o
mine, it is utterly impossible that we should elkecome acquainted with them by any manner of horo-
scope, or soothsaying, or bibliomancy; we shallvktieem soon enough by the gradual development of
experience, but it is idle and mischievous to agteto know them till they transpire.

Why is it that the future is thus shut out from eigw? Is it not because the present is enough to
occupy our talentsRightly to serve our God in this present hour wake all the strength we have, and
all the strength we can obtain from Him; sufficiemto the day is not only the evil thereof, but see-
vice thereof. Men who live too much in the past] go beyond that which is rightly conservative be-
come of little service in the world, and men whe smpted to regulate their movements by foreaasts
the future will always become abstracted, speardatempirical, full of sentiment, and void of dili-
gence—and certainly of no service whatever in teendattle of today! Believe me, man, all your man
hood is needed for the all-engrossimgyv! Use it. Your best way to ensure a happy, a haig, aglori-
ous future is to mind the present, and to keep yyes fast on your Master’s will concerning you in
this, the hour which is flitting over your head, leiag your character, and working out your destiny!

God has probably concealed the future from us aitiew to relieve our career through the world of
dull monotony, and infuse into it new phases afisiy interestLife would not wear such a lively aspect
if it were all spread out in a map before us on diag of the commencement of our pilgrimagach of
the pleasantness of a journey lies in unexpectews/iand scenes which burst upon the traveler as he
climbs a hill or descends into a dale; if he cosge all at once—one long, unchanging avenue, itdvou
become weary walking for him; but the very frestsnasd novelty of the events—adventures and con-
tingencies constantly occurring—help to make liteieng, if not happy. | thank God for many a mercy
which has come to me fresh from the mint of Hisvatence. | could not have imagined that such a
well-timed godsend could have come to me in suchreaxpected manner—it had all the marks of nov-
elty about it, as if the Lord had been pleasecbin i, and put it into my hand. Has not God algbthe
future from usthat we may not labor under the sense of being“lthenb driven cattlé,who have no
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will, and no freedom, but both do and suffer wihaytare compelled by an irresistible agentij&@wv, |
believe in predestination, yes, even in its vetg @nd tittles; | believe that the path of a singiain of
dust in the March wind is ordained and settled lweearee of God which cannot be violated; | believe
that every word and thought of man, every flittgrof a sparrow’s wing, every flight of a fly, theagvl-
ing of a beetle, the gliding of a fish in the depfithe sea—tha¢verything in fact, is foreknown and
foreordained! But | dequallybelieve in the free agency of man, that man axtseawills, especially in
moral operations, choosing the evil with a will tthe unbiased by anything that comes from God—
biased only by his own depravity of heart, and peeverseness of his habits. | believe in man’s free
agency in choosing the right, too, with perfecettem—though sacredly guided and led by the Holy
Spirit, but in such a way that his dispositionraried to choose and prefer the right and the trokyi-
olently driven in the teeth of his own reluctankle. is free in his agency, for the Son of God hadema
him free. | believe that man is as free as if etreng were left to chance, and that he is as adedls
as if there were no destiny whatever. Where thettuthis of God meet, | do not know, nor dedntto
know. They do not puzzle me, since | have givemypmind to believing them both. They are thought
by some to be antagonistic, the one contrary tather. | believe them to be two parallel linegythun
side by side, and perhaps even in eternity then® igoint of contact between these two grand traths
God! But if the predestination were a revealedghend we could see it, it would then become utterl
impossible for human nature to receive the idetefdom, or to believe itself to be at all indepamd
in its action. Man would, to repeat the line of béellow’s, feel himself to be but one of a herd of
“dumb, driven cattle,” made to do, whether he wiltg not, just what had been ordained.
Moreover, brothers and sisters, is it not to bhented for a thousand mercies in one that all theréu

is concealed from usjnce that future is of a very checkered charaatasting, as one has said, beams
of hope, and shadows of fear over the stage bo#ttfe and contemplative life? Some of it is btigh
with pleasure—much of it is dim with sorrow. Whhen, if we knew the pleasure would come, should
we not begin to reckon upon it? Surely the curdgdritme would flow on heavily until the pleasantyda
arrived! Perhaps we would be really drawing bitle aery heavy discount upon the future if we knew
sufficiently to forestall the season of prosperitygthat when itid come we should be already satiated
with it by foretaste, and so fail to enjoy the gasbenpresentwhich we had gloated on in prospect.
And as for the troubles, the perils and the aftiics that await us—if we knew of them beforehand, w
should be pretty sure, with our natural tendencgrticeless unbelief and morbid anxiety, to begin to
carry the burden before the day came for us toyatriVe would be crossing all the bridges between
here and heaven long before we came to them; wédvibmureefing all the sails before the storm came;
we would be escaping indoors before the first dvbpain fell; we would be so constantly engaged in
making anxious provision for tHature, that the comforts of today would glide awagd the joys and
opportunities of the present would be despised!Wdald foster the weakness we lament, and cherish
the cowardice we disdain; our sinews would be slael, our limbs disjointed, our hearts would be
frightened with terror. No, my Lord, it would bdatal gift if You would bestow upon any one of bgt
power to know his own future; it would be an unhafgpng for any one of us to be able to look beyond
this present time. We need not distress oursehmsever, for we shall not receive such a gift adgir-
ecy—we shall not be permitted to lift the veil thades the morrow. We shall have to go on praying,
“Give usthis dayour daily bread”; we shall have to continue living upon thanma that drops by the
day, and upon the strength which shall be suffidienthe daily need. It is as we often sing—

“Day by day the manna fell;

Oh, to learn this lesson well!

Still by constant mercy fed,

Give me, Lord, my daily bread.

‘Day by day,’ the promise reads—

Daily strength for daily needs!

Cast foreboding fears away—

Take the manna of today.”
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It is however, important for us to remember twathoee things with regard to the future. Fithit
all in the future is appointedhatespecially those desirable ends we are lookingaferthe subjects of
appointmentand thatn connection with those ends, and those everdgse thre certain appointments of
mercy which tonight should give us comfort.

|. First, then, dear friends, it is well for us to mmber that EVERYTHING IN THE FUTURE IS
APPOINTED.

Nothing shall happen to us which God has not egasno unexpected event shall destroy His plans;
no emergency shall transpire for which He has motided; no peril shall occur against which He has
not guarded; there shall come no remarkable neechvghall take Him by surprise; He sees the end
from the beginning, and the things that are ndhasgh they were. To God'’s eye there is no pastand
future; He fills His own eternal NOW; He standsaimposition from which He can look down upon the
whole, and see the past, the present, anflithee at a single glance! All, all, all of the fwé is foreseen
by Him, andfixed by Him!

We may derive no small comfort from this fact, fmppose one goes to sea under the most skillful
captain—that captain cannot possibly know what megur during the voyage, and with the greatest
foresight he can never promise an absolutely sadsgge; there may be dangers which he has never yet
encountered—Atlantic waves, tornadoes, and hureEdhat may yet sweep the good ship away, and
they who sailed out of port merrily, may never fedlge haven. But when you come into the ship of
Providence, He who is at the helm is the Mastesvalry wind that shall blow, and of every wave that
shall break its force upon that ship! And He foessas well, the events that shall happen at tHsohar
for which we make, as those that happen at thefport which we start. He knows in His own soul eve-
ry wave with its height, and breadth, and force.kHews each wind, though the winds seem to be left
without control; He knows each wind in all its cestions, and the speed at which each shall travel.
How safe we are then, when embarked in the good &hProvidence, with such a Captain who has
forearranged, and foreordained all things fromldbginning even unto the end! And furthermore, how
much it becomes us to put implicit confidence i uidance! Hold your peace, man, even from coun-
sel—for your thoughts are vain where your undeditanis baffled—

“When my dim reason would demand
Why this or that You do ordain,

By some vast deep | seem to stand,
Whose secrets | must ask in vain!

Be this my joy, that evermore

You rule all things at Your will;

Your sovereign wisdom | adore,

And calmly, sweetly, trust You still.”

It should always be remembered in connection with subject, thaive are no believers in fate—
seeing that fate is a different teaching altogetirem predestinationFate says the thing is and must
be—so it is decreed. But the true doctrine is Gasl &ppointed this and that, not becauseustbe, but
because it ibestthat it should be! Fate is blind, but the destifyscripture is full of eyes. Fate is stern,
and adamantine, and has no tears for human somawthe arrangements of providence lared and
good. The greatest good for the greatest numbethendlory of God above all, are the ends thatrare
it subserved. Do not imagine that God has simptyobdidis own arbitrary will determined this and tha
He does as He wills, but He always wills to do twhich is in conformity with His high and glorious
nature. He never wills an unjust thing; He nevdisva really unkind thing; all the appointmentstHaf
providence, especially towards His people, aredrilemercy, in tenderness, in love and in wisdond, a
all are conducive to their highest interest, arartgreatest happiness.

Oh, but this is a blessed truth of God! And ohsisweet to be able to say, “From this day forth,
whatever happens to me, be it little or be it gream content; though | am altogether unaware wthat
shall be, | am not sorry that | am unaware of it+tfus one thing | know, there shall happen nothing
but what God permits. | shall be left to no demagpdsver; | shall not be cast away like an orphan; |
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shall not be beyond my Father’s eyes, and my Fathands—all shall come, and last, and end, a$ shal
please Him, and it shall always please Him thatryheng that comes shall work for my good if | am
one of His people! | may not see it at the timd,ibwill be so whether | see it or not! All shdappen,
every event, in its proper place, every pain adogrdo its proper measure; everything that makes me
sing, and cry, and groan, every loss, and evergsgrevery slander; everything that seems to hinagr
or to thwart my wishes—all shall come and be rulea] managed to make the end which God has
promised to bring salvation to my soul, and glaryimself.” O beloved, | do not know where those go
for comfort who have not accepted this truth, bdb Iknow that after you have done all you can ik to
ing for your daily bread, or as in my case, youendwene all you can in the discharge of Christian se
vice, it is a blessed thing in times of serioudicliity and perplexing dilemma, to fall right baicko the
arms of the ever-ruling God, and say, “You do hihgs well. Though things go ill according to my
judgment, yet Your judgment is better than minel ¥ou do all things right, and let Your name be-glo
rified.” If one could think that there was somewd@ne grain of dust floating in the atmosphere that
was not under divine superintendence, one might ¥adsescape from it as from a plague! If one could
believe that there was an hour of the night, orasaingle second throughout tyearin which the hand
of God was withdrawn from nature, or a single evenwhich God was not concerned, and His will was
not consulted, one might tremble till that blac&ret hadpassed, or till that dread event like a vial full
of evil, had been effectually poured out, and puay But now each hour is safe, for God has made it
so! Each place of difficulty and of danger shall $te secure to the faithful servants of the LoEdch
time of peril shall still be a time of blessed $gfto the man who rests beneath the wings of temat
God. He who learns to see God in calm, and in storreither and both, cares not much which it ig, b
leaves it to his God to choose! He who seegihieg hand of God as well as ti@king hand, will not
repine at either, but will say, “The Lord gave, dhd Lord has taken away, and blessed be the ndme o
the Lord.”
| would with special earnestness, beg you to belieat God is in little thingslt is thelittle troubles

of life which annoy us the most. A man can somesimet up with the loss of a dear friend better than
he can with the burning of his fingers with a caalsome little accident that may occur to him. Tike
tle stones in the sandal make the traveler limglendreat stones do him little hurt, for he sooape
over them. Believe that God arrangeslitiees! Take the little troubles as they come—remembemthe
to your God because they come from Him! Believe ttwdhing is little to God which concerns His peo-
ple. To Him indeed, your greatest concerns mayamte be little, and your little anxieties are hoo
mean for His notice. The very hairs of your heagl @t numbered! Younay,therefore, pray to Him
about your smallest griefs. If not a sparrow ligig®n the ground without your Father, you havearas
to see that the smallest events in your careeamamged by Him, and it should be your joy to atcep
them as they come, and not make them causes oiseffather to others or to yourselves. This isitintr
of God on which you may rely implicitly, and exeseiyourselves continually until you lull the shatpe
pains, calm the most feverish excitements, andiroltte sweetest repose that a spirit weary, but res
less, can indulge in! It is the antidote of feacommend this positive certainty to you with thenast
confidenceEverything in the future is appointed by Géad. men you will account it reasonable; as dis-
ciples you will believe it, for it is plainly revesd, and as Christians | trust you may rejoice meiartily,
for it must be a theme of rejoicing that all istie hands of the great King. The Lord is King! EHa$
people rejoice!—

“The Lord is King; who then shall dare

Resist His will, distrust His care,

Or murmur at His wise decrees,

Or doubt His royal promises?

Oh, when His wisdom can mistake,

His might decay, His love forsake,

Then may His children cease to sing,

The Lord Omnipotent is King.”
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[I. But now, secondly, there is A SPECIAL APPOINTMENTIW REGARD TO CERTAIN
ENDS.

| am not going to pursue the connection, but éx itself will suffice me, for it says, “At thentie
appointed the end shall be.” Now, there are certamis” to which you and | are looking forward to
with great expectancy. Theretlse end of the present troubléetus think of that. | do not know what
your particular trouble may be, but this | know,sasely as you are in the furnace, you will be aosi
to be delivered out of it. Whatever submission wayrhave to the divine will, it is not natural fos to
love affliction—we desire to reach the end, and edarth from the trial. “At the time appointed taed
shall be.”You have been slandered in your charactenvery frequent trial to God’s servants, and you
are irritated and vexed, and in a great haste swvanit—to rebut the calumny, and to vindicate your
reputation. Be still! Be very quiet and patient!aBet all! Stand still and see the salvation of G
His light is sown for the righteous, and He wilirlyy forth your righteousness like the light, andiyo
judgment as the noonday. “At the time appointedetheé shall be.” When the dogs are tired, they will
leave off barking, and when the Lord bids them tile they shall not dare to move a tongue against
you. “At the time appointed the end shall bédu are in povertyit is some time since you had a job in
which you could earn your daily bread. You havenbealking wearily up and down those hard London
streets; you have been searching the advertiseshests; you have looked everywhere for something to
do. You gaze upon the dear wife and pitiful chiidwgith ever-increasing anxiety. Are you a child of
God? Have you learned to cast your burden upo.an@? Then, “At the time appointed the end shall
be.” There shall yet be deliverance for you. “Trumsthe Lord, and do good, and so shall you dwell i
the land and verily you shall be fed.” The raveresfad at this day, as they were in David's day—and
He who feeds the ravens will not let His childréarge! Patiently wait the appointed time; indusisly
seek to find it, but still with patience submitttee divine will. It may be dear friend that you g@assing
out of another trial which it shall not be possifile me to describe. Indeed, it is one which youeraip
and keep to yourself! And of all sorrows, thosear®ng the mostevere when the heart knows its own
bitterness, and a stranger intermeddles not withidti have been seeking in prayer for help ouhdaf t
trial, and you have believed that the help woulchepbut it has been long delayed. It is now mofith a
ter month that you have put up storm signals, agtdtlye blessed lifeboat of your heavenly Father's
mercy has not come out to your almost wrecked VeBsestill and know the salvation of God! “At the
time appointed the end shall be.” The time is votybuto appoint; to set times for God to answer pray-
er is always wrong; He who gives has the right toase the time of the gift; beggars must not be
choosers. God has appointed the time of your Visitaand at the time appointed let hell and edadh
what they may, it shall surely come! Only be steatfimmovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, and in the quiet confidence of faith possgas soul—for the end of your trial and trouble lsha
surely come at the time appointed.

It may be, brothers and sisters that the end psirel isgreater usefulnesgnd you have been pant-
ing after this for years. In that class, or in thidlage chapel, or whatever other form of laboisithat
you have undertaken, you have been groaning outweny soul, asking the Lord that He would give
you the Holy Spirit more plenteously. You havedrie get rid of everything that might hamper you in
your work, or that would prevent the Lord’s usimguy you have pleaded to be delivered from all wrong
motives, and all gross and carnal desires, andoyedll that, the blessing tarries. Do not give thp
work! Do not play the Jonah! There have been mahg Wwave done it who have found no whale to
swallow them, or if the whale swallowed them, thas been an end of them. You keep to your work,
for “at the time appointed the end shall be.” Galll mot allow the faithful worker to work in vairnjour
labor of love shall not be in vain in the Lord. Ykomiow not when the prosperity is to come; someato n
live to see their own work. If so they may takethp language of Moses, and say, “Let Your work ap-
pear unto Your servants”—let us do the work—"andul¥glory unto their children.” Let our children
live to see the result of our work, and the gloryaed through it, and we shall be well content. th¢
time appointed” to every honest and earnest senfaDhrist—"the end shall be.”
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Beloved friends, some of you are looking forwsoydhe end of your life’s battléife is to the genu-
ine Christian an incessant fight. The moment we camreverted, the battle begins, but we sometimes
think that corruption will be destroyed, and tha shall find no indwelling sin to beset usave heard
some of God’s servants talk about indwelling sim@elestroyed in them; | only wish | could have any
hope that it would be so me,for instead of this | find that to will is presentth me, but how to per-
form that which | would, | find not. When | woul@iwe God, still there is an evil heart of unbetledt
checks me in it all, and | believe that if men cbsée their own hearts right, that is about theeegpce
of everychild of God. It is warfare from the first to thest, and until we get to heaven we may never
talk about putting up our sword into its scabbatt] taking our rest. But, glory be to God, “In thme
appointed the end of this warfare shall be.” e with Amalek in perpetuity, according to thetoat
God, “Because the Lord has sworn that the Lord kalle war with Amalek from generation to genera-
tion.” But once let us enter into the true Canaad it shall be war with Amalek no more, for thad.o
shall tread Satan himself under our feet, whileedisin shall be cast far away, and we shall beowit
fault before the throne of God! No temptation augsfrom the world shall reach us; no suggestiomfro
hell shall grieve us; no angry temper shall distush no thought of pride; no suggestion of thelfles
shall come in to mar our matchless purity, but Wwallsserve God day and night in His temple! The
beauty of holiness shall be upon us, and in the appointed the blessed end shall be.

So, too, withthe service of our lived.think no servant of God is tired of serving hiasfer. We
may be tiredn the service, though not tireaf it. | have heard a story of the celebrated Mr.|¥fih
Dawson who used to call himself “Billy” Dawson, niuto the point. On one occasion, when he and
some other Methodist friends were spending theiagetogether, a dear friend of mine happened to be
present, and heard what passed. They were prayaig\ir. Dawson’s life might be spared for many
years to come, that such an earnest man mightgiarkéhe church for the next 20 or 30 years. At,la
as they were just in the middle of prayer, Willi@rawson said, “Lord, don’t hear ‘em! | want to geg m
work done and go home! | don’t want to be here langer than there is need to be!” And the brethren
stopped their prayers—thunderstruck as they wittbhss emotion! | believe that feeling will ofteags
over the earnest working Christian. “Oh,” he sdysam not lazy; | am not idle, but still | wouldkie to
get my work done.” ‘Tis your lazy workmen who atkethe day long getting through their job, but the
industrious man would just as soon make a goododlaly and get a great deal done in a short time.
Well, lest that feeling should ever grow into inmpate, the text whispers intwr ears, “At the time ap-
pointed the end shall be.” You shall go out to réapthe last time; there shall be a last sermoul, @
last prayer, and there shall be a last look of etyxdver backsliders; there shall be a last te@oofow
over the impenitent; there shall be a last motibthe soul over those who have deceived you, agd di
appointed your hopes. It shall be all finished; tiyg stone of your life-work shall be brought outhw
shouting of “grace, grace,” unto it! You shall lggur crown at His feet from whom you received itda
you shall hear Him say, “Well done, good and faitiservant, enter into the joy of your Lord.” “Ihe
time appointed the end shall be.”

With many a child of God life is not merely a wag spiritually, and a work for God outwardly, but
it is attended with much sufferinjspeak not now of martyrs, men so little esteeineitheir own age
that they fell by the hand of the public executioryet so honored by posterity that a bright haloie
cles their memory. | rather refer to those whos®ibdaith has endured an agony of physical suffgri
with a sacred composure of mind. Have you everdchebthe infirmities under which Richard Baxter
labored? He was a man whose vigorous sermons wppesnented by such voluminous writings that
his works are a prodigy of toill Or need | reminduyof Robert Hall? He, almost within our own
memory, was accounted the prince of modern preadbeiis eloquence. Why, it has been said that he
would be no mean proficient in medical pathologywlould describe the complicated diseases of either
of these men, yet they ceased not to toil! Paintedkeir idea, no excuse from service; they forelekf
from their own groans in warning sinners of the endreadful groans of lost souls! But my heart'y pit
is towards full many a dear saint for whose conmpltiere is no remedy but patience. Ah, | know many
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servants of God whose every breath seems to bagrghaeir poor bodies are in such a condition, that
life is like protracted death! Sometimes in theg@md weary night, especially when poverty is assoc
ed with sickness, and friends become fewer andrfewery year, it is no wonder that the suffereegyi
“Why is His chariot so long in coming? Where is Bgloved gone? Why does He not admit me into the
pastures of rest?” Well, weary sufferer, “In theeiappointed the end shall be.”

| think we may put all together, and say that wauld not wish to postpone that day. What folly to
wish to be longer out of heaven than we must! Batwould not wish to antedate that period, for the
Master must know best, and for us to be there am before His time—if such a thirngere possible—
would not be to be in heaven at all, for to beaaven is to be in perfect conformity with the deviwill.

A good soul who was asked whether she would livelier said she would rather leave it with God.
“But,” they said, “if the Lord permitted you to cbge, what would you do?” “Why,” she said, “I thihk
would not choose, but | would ask God to be goaolugh to choose for me, and then | would choose
whatHe chose for me.’And that is the best state of heart to be in! Tihe is appointed! The very day
and hour of death are settled! And the means bglwhie shall receive the death-shock—whether we
shall drop dead in the street, or whether we ghalln the pew—such a thing has happened in this Ta
ernacle—or whether we shall lie in protracted wessn the tenement being gradually taken down, and
the soul gazing steadfastly into the excellentygloy the month together before she takes her flight
whichever it is to be, God has settled it all, delhas settled it all for the best. Sometimes inkihg

of it, if one might make the choice, it seems tihabust be delightful to have a sudden death—td shu
one’s eyes on earth, and open them in heaven.ld emver understand that prayer in the Litany which
many people think very excellent—it may be so, amday be that my idea of it is wrong in which they
pray to be delivered from sudden death. | wouldengirink of praying such a prayer, and never shall!
do not know of any privilege that seems to be @retitan that of sudden death. One gentle sigh, and
away you are gone! Like a dear servant of God,\Matts Wilkinson, who prayed that he might never
know death, and he died in his sleep; his prayer emrd, and he was taken home in the midst of-slum
bers soft and sweet! How blessed, like Isaac SandéiSt. Ann’s, Blackfriars, and Dr. Beaumont, the
Wesleyan minister, to expire in the pulpit, to beyour Master’s service, and called away! Well, you
have not got your choice, so that whichever form yaght most dread, you need not encourage any
timid apprehensions, for you shall not have th@absal of the matter! The Lord will be careful t&ea
you home in a heavenly way, for He will send sudhariot for His servants as shall be most suitable
them. | do not think they go to heaven in a beggarbcession, but that God fetches the guests who a
to dwell with Him forever, each one of them in d@alle manner, and so shall you be taken up toldwel
with God in the way which your own heart would ckedf infinite wisdom were to counsel you.

lll. One more thought before we close. All things arpoaged, and especially those sacred and
blessed ends; but remember that besides the ehtdsSTIHAE MEANS TO THE ENDS are also appoint-
ed—and all that intervenes is appointed too.

Balance this thought with the other. My troublgaipted! Yes, but there is an appointed portion of
divine grace that shall sustain me under it—gracactty according to the measure of my necessity
while under the tribulation. Temptation appoint&@s, but there is appointed extraordinary helpdo d
liver the soul from going down into the pit, andpioick the foot out of the net, lest by any meane o
sheep of Christ should be devoured by the lionedif IYou fear sickness, because that may be appoint
ed—but it is also appointed, “I will make all hisdin his sickness,” and that appointment carr@s y
over the other. It is appointed, perhaps, that sloould be in need—but then it is appointed thatebet
should be your dinner of herbs, than the stalledfokhe wicked. You know it is appointed unto yaou t
die, at least unless the Lord should suddenly contéis glory—but then it is appointed unto you iser
again, and the death appointed is not the deatbrafnon men! It is when sleeping in Jesus the trampe
of the archangel shall awaken you! And what ofdhéne grace appointed? Is it not appointed that up
from the grave you should rise in a nobler imagetthat which you now wear, even in the image of
your Lord and covenant Head? What if it is appalriteat the body should lie among the clods of the
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valley? Yet it is equally appointed that these Vieands should strike the celestial strings of thielen
harp, and these very eyes should see the Kingsrbetuty! Rejoice then, that the appointments af Go
concerning every one of His children are sure dfettial. You will be with Christ where He is to-be
hold His glory; you will be a partaker of His ewsting blessedness; He will not allow you to perish
nor will He leave you to be cast away.

If all the other matters are appointed, so arsdhgreat and glorious things appointed—they shall
come about in their appointed time, and so shall yeart give to God constant praise!

And now, dear friendghere is nothing in this truth of God that can gavgy comfort to those who
are not reconciled to Godhis is a great and terrible truth to those whoreoeGod’s friends. At the
time appointed the end shall be, and what a windmgwaits those who will encounter the doom of the
impenitent, no tongue can describe! There will beead to haughty and contemptuous skepticism, and
an end to careless apathetic unbelief; there wilab end to the indulgence of fleshly lusts, anerah
to the enjoyment of creature comforts; there wdldn end to the long-suffering with which God has
borne with you so patiently, and an end to the dafrmercy’s voice ringing in your ears, admonighin
you to repent. Who among you can foresee that &ppmointed? Ah, | would you went reconciled to
God, poor sinner, for if not, living and dying asuyare, the events that shall transpire will gréacker
and blacker to you! All that shall happen in théufe, especially in eternity, will bring you onlyoe
after woe, and you will forever have to cry, “Oneenis past, and behold another woe comes, and yet
another!” Like Job’s messengers, your miseries follow at each other’s heels. Why rebel against th
King of heaven? Why set your will against the devimill? He speaks to you tonight—in the cool of the
evening He appeals to you, and He says, “Retura Ma! Arise and seek your Father’s face.” And if
you would be reconciled, believe on the Lord JeShsst! Trust Christ with your soul! Trust Him im-
plicitly! Trust Him sincerely! Trust Him now, andwy are reconciled at once, and then from now an, th
great and terrible wheels of providence have notdor you—for all things work together for gooal t
them who love God; to them who are the called atiogrto His purpose.

May the blessing of God abide with you forever.
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