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“Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new cature.”
2 Corinthians 5:17.

THIS text is exceedingly full of matter, and mightjuire many treatises, and even multitudes of fo-
lios to bring forth all its meaning. Holy Scriptuig notably abounding. Human teachers are given to
verbiage; we multiply words to express our meaning,the Lord is wondrously concise; He writestas i
were in shorthand, and gives us much in little. @ngle grain of the precious gold of Scripture rbay
beaten out into acres of human gold leaf, and dpf@aand wide! A few books are precious as silver,
fewer, still, are golden, but God’s Bible has albante in every syllable, and the worth of its seices
is not possible for mortal intellect to calculate.

We have two great truths of God here which woelve us for the subject of meditation for many
days; the believer'position—he is“in Christ.” And the believer'sharacter—he is a‘new creature.”
Upon both of these we shall speak but briefly thaning, but may God grant that we may find instruc
tion in it.

|. First, then, let us consider THE CHRISTIAN'S POSIN—nhe is said to b&n Christ.”

There are three stages of the human soul in ctionawith Christ: the first isvithout Christ, this is
the state of nature; the nextinsChrist, this is the state of divine grace; theds with Christ that is the
state of gloryWithoutChrist, this is where we all are born and nurtuged] even though we hear the
gospel, and the Bible is in all our houses; anchebeugh we use a form of prayer, yet until we are
born-again we are without God, without Christ, atréingers from the commonwealth of Israel. A man
may stand at the banqueting table, and may be wiittomd unless he puts out his hand to grasp that
which is provided, and a man may have Christ pre@ah his hearing every Lord’s-Day, and be without
Christ unless he puts forth the hand of faith foHald upon Him. It is a most unhappy conditiorbt®
without Christ. It is inconvenient to be withoutldpit is miserable to be without health; it is t@able
to be without a friend; it is wretched to be withoeputation, but to be without Christ is the wdestk
in the entire world! O that God would make all af sensible of it who are now the subjects of it an
may we no longer tarry in the position of beinghsiit Christ!

The next state is that indicated in the text, Christ,” of which | will say more, by-and-by. “In
Christ” leads to the third state, which we can meeach without this second one, namely, toni
Christ—to be His companion in the rest which He &i@gined, all His work and labor done. Towvaigh
Him in the glory which He has gained—made to seantl to participate in it world without end! To be
with Christ is the angels’ joy, it is the heaven ofvesss! It is the center of bliss, the sun of paraidiet
us seek after it, and in order that we may havetit)s labor with all our heart and mind to berfdun
Christnow, that we may be in Christ in the day of His appear

We now turn to the expression, itself, “in Chfisgtnever heard of any persons being in any other
man but Christ. We may follow certain leaders, fozdi or religious, but we are never said to bdude
edin them. We may take for ourselves eminent examples,high models of humanity, but no man is
said, in any respect, to lie another. But this is a grand old scriptural phrasehich the disciple and
the follower of Christ becomes something more thanmitator of his Lord, and is said to behis
Master. We must interpret this scriptural phrasestyyptural symbols. We were, all of us,the first
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Adam; Adam stood for us. Had Adam kept the comnmain@od, we had all of us been blessed, but he
took of the forbidden fruit and fell—and all of €&l in him. Original sin falls upon us becausetio#
transgression of our covenant head and represant&tdam the first; but all believers are in thensa
sense in Christ, Adam the second, the only oth@esentative Man before God, the heavenly Man, the
Lord fromheaven. Now, as in Adam we all fell, so all who iar€hrist ardn Christ perfectly restored.
The obedience of Christ is the obedience of all pdisple; the atonement of Christ is a propitiafion

all His people’s sins; in Christ we lived on eaithChrist we died, in Christ we rose, and He “raised

us up together, and made us sit together in heaptates” in Himself. As the apostle tells us thavi

was in the loins of Abraham when Melchisedec met, g0 were we in the loins of Christ from before
the foundation of the world—faith apprehends tHas&ed truth of God, and thus by faith we are exper
imentally in Christ Jesus.

Noah’s ark was a type of Christ. The animals tte preserved from the deluge passed through the
doorinto the ark. The Lord shut them in, and high aboveftiaening billows they floated in perfect
safety. We arén Christ in the same sense; He is the ark of Godiged against the Day of Judgment;
we, by faith, believe Him to be capable of savisg—we come and trust Him, we risk our souls with
Him, believing that there is no risk. We venturelim confident that it is no venture—qgiving up eyer
other hope or shadow of a hope, we trust in whatisldid, is doing, and is in Himself, and thus e b
comes to us our ark, and we arédim.

Another similitude may be taken from the old Jéwiswn. By God’s commands certain cities were
provided throughout all Canaan that an Israelit® whould slay his fellow unintentionally, mightdle
there from the avenger of blood. The city of refugesooner received the manslayer, than he was per-
fectly free from the avenger who pursued him. Owahin the suburbs or through the gate, and the
manslayer might breathe safely, and the executimoeitd be kept at bay. In the same sense we are in
Christ Jesus; He is God’s eternal city of refuged we, having offended, having slain, as it wehe, t
command of God, flee for our lives, and enter witthie refuge city where vengeance cannot reach us,
but where we shall be safe world without end.

In the New Testament the Lord Jesus explainsphiase of being in Himself in another way. He
represents us as being in Him as the branch iseivine. Now the branch derives all its nourishment
its sap, its vitality, its fruit-bearing power frothe stemwith which it is united. It would be of no use
that the branch should be plaaddseto the trunk; it would be of no service even t@agtit side by side
with the stem—it must be actualiy it by a vital union; there must be streams of Bawing at the
proper season into it—life-floods gushing intorairh the parent stem. And even so thei nsysterious
union between Christ and His people—not to be expthbut to beenjoyed—not to be defined but to
be experiencedThis is a union in which the very life of Chritdws into us, and we by the virtue that
comes out of Him into us, become like He, and bfarth clusters of good fruit unto His honor, and u
to God’s glory. | trust you know what this meansldved, many of you. May you live in the possession
of it daily! May you be one with Jesus, knit to Hiomited to Him—never to be separated forever! As
the limb is in the body, even so may you constaoglyne with Jesus.

We may also be in Christ as the stone is in thigling; the stone is built into the wall, and ipart
of it; in some of the old Roman walls you can sebr¢ell which is the firmer, the cement or therstp
for their cement was so exceedingly strong thaelt the stones together as though they were ose ma
of rock! And such is the eternal love which bintde saints to Christ; they become one rock, onecpala
wall, one temple to the praise and glory of the @dw built the fabric. Thus you see what it is &b
Christ; it is to trust Him for salvation as Noaldted the ark; it is to derive real life from Him tne
branch does from the stem, and it is to lean on,Hind to be united to Him as the stone leans on the
foundation, and becomes an integral part of thectire.

The phrase “in Christ Jesus,” then, has a weifmeaning in it. “How do we come to be there?”
asks one. To whom we answer—our union to Chrigragtically and experimentally worked in us by
faith when a man gives himself up to Christ—to sink wins with Christ. It is when he leans his soul
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wholly on the Beloved; it is when, as for his goatrks, he abhors them, and as for his self-
righteousness, he counts it dross and dung; ithismhe clings to the sole hope of the cross—then is
such a mamn Christ. He is further in Christ when he loves 3gsvhen the heart, having trusted and re-
posed in the cross, is moved with deep and warectdin to the Crucified, so that the soul clings to
Christ, embracing Him with fervent love. And thehr{St becomes the bridegroom, and the heart be-
comes His spouse, and they are married to one eniotta union which no divorce can ever separate.
When love and faith come together, then it is thera blessedly sweet communion! These two graces
become the double channel through which the HolyitSpinfluence flows forth daily, making the
Christian to grow up more fully unto Christ Jesnsall things! The riper the Christian becomes—the
nearer to glory, the closer to the perfection whglpromised—the more completely will he think, and
act, and live, andgnove in Christ his Master, being one with Jesualirthings. | shall not detain you
longer over that one matter: evedrye Christian isn Christ.

Il. Now we survey THE BELIEVER’'S CHARCTER, for it isidahat if any man is in Christ he is a
“new creature.” This is a great utterance. We shall not attemptive into it, for this is work for a le-
viathan scholar—but merely like the swallow we totiee surface of it with our wing, and fly away.

What is meant by the Christian being a new cre&tdiree thoughts seem to me to spring up from
the words, and the first is the believer must Haeen the subject ofradical change He is said to be a
newcreature, which is of all things a most sweepingnge! There are many changes which a man may
undergo, but they may be far from being radicalugioto be worth calling a neareation Saul is
among the prophets: hear how he prophesies; if $pepk with sacred rapture the secrets of God, so
does he; is Saul converted? Scripture tells us@Guat gave him another heart! Yesotherheart, but
not anewheart! A man may be changed from one sin to anethem reckless profanity to mocking
formality; from daring sin to hypocritical pretensito virtue, but such a change as is very far fb@am
ing saving,and not at all like the work which is called a nengation! Ahab went and humbled himself
after his murder of Naboth, and God turned awaywJdisgeance for a while from him; but that tempo-
rary humiliation of Ahab was no sign of a renewalhes nature—t was like the changes of the sea
which today is smooth, but which soon will be agereous after wrecks as ever—being still unchanged
in its nature still voracious and cruel, fickle and unstabldhah may humble himself, but he is still
Ahab, and as Ahab he will go down into the pit efih

Conversion is sometimes described in Scripturbeading, yet the idea of healing does not rise to
the radical character of the text. Naaman went dtowtie Jordan full of leprosy, and he washed him-
self, and came up after the seventh immersion igHlesh clean like unto a little child; but it sviéhe
same flesh, and the same Naaman, and he was byawsm new creature! The woman, bowed down
with infirmity those sad 18 years, was marveloudtanged when she stood upright, as a daughter of
Abraham, loosed at last from her bondage, but e the same woman, and the description does not
answer to a new creature. No doubt there are greedl changes worked in many which are not saving.
| have seen a drunk become sober; | have knowmopersf debauched habllecome regular, and yet
their changes have not amounted to regeneratidgheonew birth; the same sin has been within them,
still reigning, though it has assumed a differeatbg and used another voice. Ah, you may be washed
from outward leprosies, and you may be made strdigin your visible infirmities, but this will not
suffice! If you aren Christ, you must have more than this for, “if angn is in Christ, he is@ew crea-
ture. Old things are passed away, behold, all thingdacome new.”

Nor will the most startling changes suffice unl¢lssy are total and deep. The Ethiopian might
change his skin, the leopard might suddenly loseshbts—these would be strange prodigies, but the
leopard would remain a leopard, and the Ethiopiaaldstill be black at heart. The improvement would
not amount to newreation; so may a man give up every outward lust, and eggiing sin which he
ever wished to indulge, and yet unless the chahg# go far deeper than the outward life, he is not
saved—he is not aewcreature,and therefore he is nat Christ Jesus. | venture to say that even the
metaphor ofesurrection which is often applied to conversion, does noagdar as the language of the
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text. The young daughter of Jairus is placed umarbkd, and she dies. Our Lord comes and sayg,to he
“Tabitha cumi,” and she opens her eyes! She awakie!lives! She eats! But she is nateav crea-
ture—her mother receives her as the same child. Evearua, who has been dead, and is supposed
through four days of burial, to have begun to stiwkhen he is called from the grave by the voice of
Jesus, he is the subject of a remarkable miraciejttscarcely amounts toreew creationHe is the
same Lazarus restored, not a new creature, bisatne creature vivified from a transient sleep aitlle

Do you see, then, how very searching the phrase ‘l@enew creature,”is absolutely aew creationat

is a root and branch change—not only an alteratfoiine walls, but of the foundation! It is not awne
figuring of the visible tapestry, but a renewaltlo¢ fabric itself. Regeneration is a change ofahere
nature from top to bottom in all senses and respecid such is the new birth! Such is it tarb€hrist,

and to beenewedby the Holy Spirit.

The text says that we are new creatures througiy e Christ. How does that come about? We
have known persons disagree very earnestly ag@i@stoctrine that men are saved by a simple faith i
Jesus Christ. That is the gospel, and nothingigeldee gospel, and those who do not preach thét tfu
God know nothing of God’s gospel at all, for itlhe very soul and essence of the gospel—the arésle
Luther used to say, by whichchurch stands or falls. We are saved by a simpth faiJesus, but these
people argue against this on the ground that timerst be a greahoral changan man before he can be
reconciled to God, and made qualified to be witld Gever. But, my brothers and sisters, if thd tex
true, that those who are in Christ arew creatureswhat greater change than this can be desired? |
know no language—I believe there is none that camess a greater or more thorough, and more radical
renewal than that which is expressed in the téamew creature.” It is as though the former creature
were annihilated and put away, and a somethingetier new were formed from the breath of the eter-
nal God; even as in the day when the world sprarigopbnothing, and the morning stars sang together
over a new-made universe! Such is the fruit of §@nChrist—to bea new creatureDo you moralists
needmorethan this? Do you pretenders to perfection, yostiospiritualists who strive after a strange
holiness to which you never attain; you who binavyeburdens upon men’s shoulders which you do
not touch with your fingers; do you want more tllis, for a man to be absolutely made a new creatur
by beingin Christ?

How is this done? We reply that the man who ithafirst Adam, being translated into the second
Adam, becomes legally mew creatureAs in the first Adam he is judged and condemnésl panish-
ment is laid upon his substitute; but as viewethensecond representative Man, he is legally, @&fioré
the bar of God'’s justice, mew creatureAnd this is not all! He who believes in Christ,ding himself
completely pardoned as the result of his faithhim precious blood of Jesus, loves Christ, and Itives
God who gave Christ to be his redemption, and Ithet becomes a master passion. We have all heard
of the expulsive power of a new affection; this reffection of love to God coming into the soul etspe
love to sin; it enters into the heart of man witicts a royal majesty about it that it puts dowrhasl pre-
dispositions towards evil, and his prejudices agfaiine Most High, and with a real and divine power
reigns within the soul. | suppose the mode of ¢inesat change is somewhat after this sort—the nan, a
first, is ignorant of his God, He does not know Gode so loving, so kind, so good as He is; tlueeef
the Holy Spirit shows the man Christ, lets him geelove of God in the person of Christ, and thius i
minates the understanding. Whereas the sinner titaughing of God before, or his few stray thoughts
were all dark and terrible, now he learns the itditove of God in the person of Christ, and higlem
standing gets clearer views @bd than it ever had before, and then the undeistgracts upon the af-
fections. Learning God to be thus good and kind, Hbeart, which was hard towards God, is softened,
and the man loves the gracious Father who gave dJesadeem him from his sins! The affections being
changed, the whole man is on the way towards a grehradical renewal, for now the emotions find
another ruler; the passions, once rabid as vultaréise sight of the carrion of sin, now turn wibath-
ing from iniquity, and are only stirred bhly principles.The convert grows vehement against evil, as
vehement as he once was against the right; nowrgsland pines after communion with God as once
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he longed and pined after sin! The affections, keidder, have changed the direction of the emstio
and meanwhile the will, that most stubborn thingabf that iron sinew, is led in a blessed capyivit
wearing silken fetters! The heart wills to do wkadd wills; yes, it wills to be perfect, for to wil pre-
sent with us, though how to perform all that we ldpwe find not. See then, beloved friends, howagre
is the change worked in us by our being in Chiists a thorough and entire change, affecting fadl t
parts, powers, and passions of our manhood. Graes bt reform us, buécreatesus! It does not pare
away here and there an evil growth, but it implantoly and divine principle which goes to instasair
with all indwelling sin, and continues to fight Urdorruption is subdued, and holiness is enthroned

| shall only pause to ask this one question—dohearers all know what such a change as this
means? Believe me, you must knovpétrsonallyfor yourselves, or you can never enter heavennbet
man deceive you, that regeneration which is salektovorked irbaptismis a figment without the shad-
ow of foundation! The sprinkling of an infant makes change in that child whatever! Infant baptism i
| believe, a vain ceremony not commanded of God,warranted in Scripture! And as the Church of
England practices it, it is altogether perniciousl gsuperstitious; if there is any effect followirtgit
must be arevil effect upon those who wickedig unto Almighty Godby promising and vowing that the
unconscious shall keep God’s commandments, andiwalile same all the days of his life! They cannot
do for the child, inasmuch as they cannot evenadfosthemselves! You must have another regenera-
tion than this—not the work of priestly fingers Wwiheir hocus-pocus, and superstitious genuflestion
but the work of the Eternal Spirit, who alone caganerate the soul! Only the Holy Spirit can gigétl
to the spiritually blinded eye, and sensation ® ghiritually dead heart. Be not misled by the gisef
thisage! You profess to have cast off Rome—cast offArgglican children! Wear not the rags of her
superstition, nor bear her mark on your forehegols;must be born-again in another sense than fermal
ty can work in you; it must be anward work, aspiritual work, and only this can save your souls! If
any man is in Christ Jesus, he iseav creaturethat is, he has experienced a radical change.

Secondly, another thought starts up from the esgioe in the text. There divine workinghere.”A
new creature.”creation is the work of God alone. It must belsany doubt it, let us bid them make the
effort to create the smallest object. The pottaces$ his clay upon the wheel, and shapes it aeyvim
pleasure; he fashions the vase, but he is notrdaar of it; the clay was there beforehand—he dags
change its shape. Will any man who thinks he cay fite creator produce a single grain of dust? Call
now, and see if there are any who will answer yoat+mto nothingness, and bid a grain of dust appea
at your bidding! It cannot be! Now, inasmuch as|R#clares the Christian to be a new creatures it |
proven that the Christian is the work of God, ahe work of God, alone, “Which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the f man, but of God.” The inner life of the Chi&st is
the sole work of the Most High, and no one can guretendto lift his finger to help the Creator. In cre-
ation, who helped God? Who poised the clouds fanHWho weighed the hills in scales to aid His
skill, or helped Him dig the channels of the sed®\Vdided in rolling the stars along? Who took ahor
to light up the lamps of heaven? With whom did Ateighty take counsel, and who instructed Him? If
there are any who can stand with God in the makinipe world, then may some pretend to compare
with Him in the conversion of souls; but until ttsdtall be, the new creation is God’s sole domaid, a
in it His attributes, and His attributes, aloneinshresplendent. “It is not of him that wills, nof him
that runs, but of God that shows mercy.” The sagerwill of God creates men heirs of divine grace.

My brothers and sisters, it would be more difficiil such terms are ever applicable to Omnipo-
tence—it were more difficult to create a Christtaan to create a world! What was there to begit wit
when God made the world? There was nothing! Buhingtcould stand in God’s way—it was at least
passive. But, my brothers and sisterspum hearts, while there was nothing that could help Gbere
was much that could arttid oppose Him! Our stubborn wills, our deep prejudjaaur ingrained love of
iniquity—all these, great God, opposed You, andegirat thwarting Your designs. There vaaskness
in the first creation, but that darkness could simdtruct the incoming of light. “Light be!” was tleter-
nal fiat, and light was! But, O great God, how ofteas Your voice spoken to us, and our darkness has
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refused Your Light! We loved darkness rather thghtlbecause our deeds were evil, and it was only
when You put on the garments of your omnipotencd,@me forth in the glory of your strength, thiat a
last our soul yielded to Your light, and the abybuh@kness of our natural depravity made way for
Your celestial radiance! Yes, great God, it wasagte make a world, but greater to create a nea-cre
ture in Christ Jesus!

There was chaos when God began to fit up thisdvan man; there was dire confusion, rampant
disorder, but the Spirit of God moved on the fatehe deep, and brought order speedily, for chaos
could not resist the Spirit. But, alas, the disomfeour soul was stout in resistance to the oodésod;
we would not have His ways, nor yield to His comasrand even as we could, we set our faces like a
flint against the will, and power, and majestylud Eternal, yet has He subdued us—yet has He ngade u
the creatures of His mercy! Unto Him, then, be gland strength! Unto Him be praise, world without
end!

In the creation of the old world, God first gavght, and afterwards He created life—the life that
crept, the life that walked, the life that divelde tlife that flew in the midst of heaven. So haswéeked
in our hearts; He has given us the life that cragpsn the ground in humiliation for sin, the liteat
walks in service, the life that swims in sacredexsitof repentance, the life that flies on the wings
faith in the midst of heaven, and as God sepatatetight from the darkness, and the dry land ftom
sea, so in theew creatureHe has separated the old depravity from the nfayHe has given to us a
holy and incorruptible life which is forever sep@ from, and opposed to the old natural death;aand
last, when the old creation was all but finisheddGrought forth man in His own Image as the top
stone. A like work He will do in us as Hiew creaturesHaving given us light and life and order, He
will renew in us the image of God. Yes, that im&gé every man who is in Christ Jesus at this hour
though it is not yet complete, the outlines, asete, are there; the Great Sculptor has beguniselch
out the image of Himself in this rough block of hammarble. You cannot see all the features—the di-
vine lines are not yet apparent; but still, becaugein His design, the Master sees what we sgeHe
sees in our unhewn nature His own perfect likeassis is to be revealed in the day of the reveatihg
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Thus, dear brothers and sisters, | have triechéavsyou that the work which is worked in us when
we come to be in Christ Jesus is a divine workabse it is a new creation. | shall pause here hagai
and say to each hearer, Do you know what it isetaubder God’s hand, and to be worked by God’s
workmanship? Strangers to God must be strangehedwen! Beloved, if you have no more religion
than you have worked out in yourself, and no mavend grace than you have found in your nature, you
have none at all! A supernatural work of the Hopirs mustbe worked in every one of us if we would
see the face of God with acceptance. This changssisredly worked in every man who is in Christ Je-
sus; if you believe in the Lord Jesus, this workegun, and shall be carried on in you! But if yave
nothing about you but your own works and resolvesu+ryown praying and reforming—you fall short
of the glory of God, and you have not that whicli e a passport to the skies. God grant you yet to
have it. | pray God His truth may go right throwagid through your souls like refining fire, and nyay
not be satisfied unless a true new birth, the wadrkhe living God, is really in your possession reve
now.

We shall now come to the third point which thegsilar expression of the text brings up. The ex-
pression‘a new creature,” indicatesremarkable freshnes#t is very long since this world saw a new
creature; if what geologists say is true, thereehlaaen several series of creatures in different geof
time, and each race has given place to anotherafanew creatures fresh from creation’s mint—new
from God’s hand. But it is now 6,000 years, atieasd some of us think many thousand years more,
since the day when this last set of creatures ¢atoehis world and started upon the race of IAd!the
creatures we now see are old and antiquated. dheflwhich springs from the soil is the repetitain
its like which bloomed 5,000 years ago. Yonder noeadbedecked with yellow kingcups, and fair dai-
sies are the facsimiles of those our sires lookmehiuthree score years ago. As for ourselves, rethove
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by long lines of pedigree from the man whom Jehdweaimed in the garden, we by nature show small
signs of the undefiled hand, and sacred finger.Wbed is hackneyed, and stale, and old! Time wgari
drags on to its Saturday night—it draws near toldise of its work days with heavy footsteps; anwne
creature coming fresh into the world would stagifel amaze us all! What would men give if the Al-
mighty hand would form a novelty in life and sencémong us? And yet, you Athenian wits who are
forever seeking after sonmew thing, the text tells you that there are negatures upon earth, positive
new creations-fruits that have the freshness and bloom of Edemntathem—flowers unfaded, life with
the dew of its youth upon it! And thesew creatures are Christianglhese new creatures, fresh from
the divine hand, as though just fashioned betwkereternal palms, are the men and women who weep
because of sin; the men and women who confessithetity; those who say, “God be merciful to us,
sinners”; those who rest in the blood of the atosetnwho love Christ Jesus, and live to the gldrthe
Most High—these araew creaturesThere is freshness about them; they have just dmmethe hand

of God; they enjoy nearness to God; they get tofth@tainhead of life, and drink where the crystal
stream is cool, and clear, and not muddied by mlidtackling through earthly channels! There isstie
ness, | say, about them which is to be found nogvetse! | believe this, believe it because | haygee
rienced it! This world’s a dream, an empty show—+¢his nothing lasting beneath the stars, everything
of seeming joy soon palls upon the mind; take tm\stand ransack all the learned, and your miné wil
soon be satiated with knowledge; take to traved, la@hold the fairest realms, climb the summitshef t
Alps, or traverse the valleys with all their picagque beauty, and you will soon say, “I have exiegaus
all; 1 know it; I am weary of it.” Follow what puugt you will, like Solomon you may get to yourself
gardens and palaces, singing men, and singing woategyou may, if your folly is great enough, give
yourself to wine; or if you will, addict yourseld tommerce; but of the whole you will say befonedp
“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” The world isub a mirage; it melts; it disappears as the travedsses
on, and mocks his thirst with the deceptive imafythe true. But, beloved, the Spiritual life is remt!
There is a freshness, a vivacity, a force, an gneagoower about it that never grows stale; he who
prayed yesterday with joy, shall pray in 50 yedirse, if he is on earth, with the same delightwiteo
loves his Maker, and feels his heart beat highatnention of the name of Jesus, shall find as much
transport in that name if he lives to the age oftieelah, as he does now! Year by year its sweetg g
sweeter, its lights grow brighter, its noveltie®wrfresher, its joys more joyous, and its exhiliars
more intense! We still dance before the ark! Wiiéart and flesh are failing, the spirit gathers new
strength, and joy gathers growing force! Let usksaféer this new creatureship, this new power, this
fresh life, this ever-vigorous youth that laughslatrepit earth, and worn out time! Let us seedrdftis
new life which counts even sun, and moon, and $tarslying things—like flickering lamps smoking
out their lives for lack of oil, while the divindd, since it is fed by God, wears within it a sgammor-
tality which death, and hell, and time cannot imlpai

Now | shall appeal to you again. Do you know amghabout this freshness? If you do, you will
find that the world does not understand younéw creatureput into this world would be in a very
strange position from the mere fact of its beingeav creature!Believer, you will find that the world
does not suit you as it once did; you will be ouyaur element, pining for another world, for theneist
necessarily be a new world to suihew creature Are you panting after the new world? God will not
give you what He has not taught you to long fort, ynur craving and longing are the shadows of the
coming mercy. Ask yourselves whether you know thmgsteries. If you do not, may the Lord teach
you, but if you do, praise and bless His name!

In conclusion: this subject leads us to two thirlg¢eads us tself-examinationMay | press upon
everyone to search himself, whether he knows wihatideing made a new creature means? But | will
not detain you on this point, lest | weary you bis sultry morning. Pursue practically the exhootat
fail to enlarge upon verbally.

I would lead you to another thought, on which llgivell for a moment. Our subject excites hope in
the Christian; if God has madenaw creatureof him, which is the greatest work of divine graesl
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He not do the lesser work of grace—namely, maken#he creature grow up unto perfection? If the
Lord has turned you to Himself, never be afraid tha will leave you to perish! If he had meant & d
stroy you, He would not have done this for you. @ods not make creatures for annihilation! Chemists
tell us that though many things are resolved ih@rtprimary gases by fire, yet there is not aiplatess
matter on the earth today than there was whensta@ated. No Spiritual life that comes from God is
ever annihilated; if you have obtained it, it negball be taken from you—it shall be in you a wall
water springing up unto everlasting life. If whesuywere an enemy, God looked upon you in grace, and
changed you, and made you what you now are, wilhble now that you are reconciled, continue to
preserve and nurture you till He presents you liegdtbefore His presence with exceedingly gre& joy
The Lord grant it to you!

One other word of hope and it is this—if salvatisrentirely a creation of God, if God alone can
work it, what hope this ought to give the mostdonl sinner! Ah, my dear friend, if your salvatiasted
on you, you might well despair! Chaos, if it remained with ytmmake order, order could never be!
Darkness, if it were yours to create the lighthtigould never shine! Busod’s command brings forth
order and light! Sinner, if it were for you to makeurself a saint, and work out your salvation alon
you might well despair! But it iSod’swork, and He can do whatever He wills; He canangy dispel
your gloom; He can immediately overcome your urdfgle can change your heart; He can make you,
the greatest of sinners, to become the brightestimits! Lift up your heart to Him! He hears prdyer
Heaven’s gate is open! Seek, for he who seeks,fimd to him who knocks it shall be opened! And
God bless you, for Christ’'s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—1 JOHN 3.
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