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“And he said, Thus says the Lord, Make this vallieyl of ditches. For thus says the Lord, You
shall not see wind, neither shall you see rain; yieat valley shall be filled with water, that
you may drink, both you, and your cattle, and ydoeasts. And this is but a light thing
in the sight of the Lord: He will deliver the Moat®s also into your hand.”

2 Kings 3:16-18.

MANY useful lessons might be gathered from thigai#e if we had but time. Upon the very sur-
face we are led to observe the weakness of man athieis utmost strength. Three kings, with three ar
mies well-skilled in war, were gathered to subdusabl and lo, the whole of the hosts were brought to
standstill by the simple circumstance that thers waack of water. How easily can God bewilder and
checkmate all the wisdom and the strength of mahkim circumstances of need how utterly without
strength men become! A dry leaf in the hurricaneasmore helpless than an army when it findsfitsel
in a wilderness and there are no springs of watew they may call their soothsayers, but these aann
deliver them. The allied sovereigns may sit in soleconclave, but they cannot command the clouds. In
vain your shields, O you mighty! In vain your barsjg/ou valiant hosts! The armies must perish,speri
painfully, perish without exception, and all fockaof so simple but so necessary a thing as wistan.
would gladly play the god, and yet a little watal Vay him low.

We may also learn here how easily men in timesiféitdlty which they have brought upon them-
selves, will lay their distress upon providencéheatthan honestly see it to be the result of tbein
foolish actions. Hear the king of Israel cast thai® upon Jehovah: “For the Lord has called thes=t
kings together, to deliver them into the hands @fabl” Providence is a most convenient horse to bear
the saddles of our folly. As | said in the readifigye prosper and succeed, we proudly sacrificeuo
own wisdom; but if shame and loss follow our folllgen we complain of an unpropitious providence.
Alas for man, that he will even rail against hisdimather than acknowledge himself to be in ervat
we see, on the other hand, that the truly spiritural by their misfortunes and their necessitiegedri
nearer to God. | do not find Jehoshaphat himseliitng for a prophet of God until there was no evat
and then he said, “Is there not here a prophebhefLord, that we may inquire of the Lord by him?”
When tribulation drives us to the Lord, it is arspeakable blessing, and makes affliction provesto u
one of our greatest mercies. It is a good wavewashes the mariner on the rock; it is a blessmdbte
which blows the Christian nearer to his God. If ya led to set loose of the world through youséss
and your crosses, be thankful for them; for, if yave lost silver, you have gained that which igdve
than gold. If, like the dove to the cleft of thecko your soul flies to God, driven homeward by séref
weather, then be thankful for the tempest for gafer and better for you than the calm.

But we have no time to dwell on these topicstheacall your attention to the three kings stagdin
at the door of Elisha’s tent. They had paid hinregspect before; he had not been made chaplaireto th
forces, but he had followed the camp as a volunta®t lived in obscurity. The poor wise man is pre-
cious in the hour of peril. God knows how to bridg servants to honor; and he who poured water on
the hands of the Lord’s servant, Elijah, has tiags waiting at his door. Observe that he addse
king of Israel very sharply indeed, for sinners ckm but little respect from the servants of Gaab—
more than rebels can expect to be treated withopraf courtesy by loyal soldiers. The prophet eviden
ly was much disturbed in his mind by the sighthe#f son of Ahab and Jezebel. Elijah never spoketbett
than when his fiery soul was thoroughly excitedt Blisha was a man of a milder mood and a gentler
spirit, and therefore feeling that his blood was #&ad his soul stirred, he did not venture to pegyh
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He felt within himself, “I am not in the right mootf | were to speak, | might utter my own words ra
ther than the words of my Master. | feel so andriha very sight of that wicketehoram, that | might
perhaps say what | should be sorry for in latersdajherefore Elisha makes a pause. “Bring me a min
strel,” he said; and there was doubtless in thepcaoame holy songster, some Asaph, some Heman,
some sweet psalmist of Israel; and when he laidihigers among the harp strings, and began to sing
one of David’s wondrous strains, the prophet gresvarcalm and composed. “Sing us one of the songs
of Zion,” was doubtless his request to the minstad, when the soft sweet strain had sootheduthe t
mult of his storm-tossed passions, the prophett@skeclare the will of Jehovah. His words werersho
but full of force: “Make this valley full of ditche for thus says the Lord, that valley shall biedilwith
water.” He would not speak until he felt the diviileeme; in the same spirit as those disciples vame t
ried at Jerusalem until they had received powenfom high, he waited until his mind was in a fatst

to receive the Holy Spirit, and be the vehicleld tlivine mind to those who were round about hins |
well for us, if we have to preach or pray, alwagsask the Spirit to help our infirmity, and tunerou
hearts to the right key, for though our God can usén any frame of mind, yet we must all be aware
that there are certain states in which we beconre mdapted to be the vehicle of blessing to olovel
men.

The whole of this story may be made useful to @lves, and therefore we shall notice, fiir po-
sition as set forth by the condition of these kirggcondly,our duty as told us by the prophdtjrdly,
the Lord’'s modes of operation as here descrilzad] then, fourthlypur further desire for something yet
greater than the supply of our merely pressing esities.

|. First, then, let us review OUR PRESENT POSITION.

The armies of these kings were in a position géabdependence—they were dying of thirst; they
could not supply their need; they must have frond @@ help required or they would perish. My broth-
ers and sisters, this is just the position of ev&yistian church. Every truly Christian church oaty is
dependent upon God, but feels it, and there isagegdifference between the two; for some churches
whose creed is orthodox upon this point, nevertiselet as if they could do as well without the Holy
Spirit as with Him. | trustve may never be brought into such a condition. Rengny brothers and
sisters, unless our religion is altogether hypgcasd a lie, we have the Holy Spirit. It is not way
have Him and be thankful, but weusthave the Holy Spirit's power and presence, andaiséstance of
the Most High, otherwise our religion will becomarackery before God, and a miseryourselves.
We musthave the aid of the Holy Spirit, for ours is natachanical religion. If our worship consisted
in the reading of forms, “appointed by authoritw& could do exceedingly well without the assistance
of the Spirit of God. If we believed in the manigtibns of priestcraft, and thought that after garta
words, and genuflections, and ceremonies, all vea dit would matter little to us whether we had th
conscious presence of God or not. If we could regee by water applied by hands saturated with the
oil of apostolic succession, we should have noiqdar need to pray for the benediction of the Holy
Spirit; and if the utterance of certain words, ewfdry profane lips, could turn bread and wine—babt-
rible dogma!—into the flesh and blood of the Loebkus Christ, we could wondrously well afford to
dispense with the Spirit of God. Bwk cannot thus deceive ourselves. Ours is not aioaligf mechan-
ics and hydrostatics—it ispiritual, and must be sustained by spiritual means. Ifreligion were, on
the other hand, one of mere intellectualism, weld/only need a well-trained minister who had passed
through all the grades of human learning, who haded himself with the best biblical criticism, and
was able to instruct and illuminate our understagsli and we, if we were men of judgment ourselves,
could profit exceedingly well. Our faith standingthe wisdom of man, the wisdom of man could easily
be found, and our faith could be confirmed. Butnify brothers and sisters, our faith stands nohén t
wisdom of man, or in the eloquence of human lip4,ib the power of God, then in vain do we make a
profession unless the Holy Spirit dwells in ourenman!

So dependent is the Christian church upon the 3plyit, that there never was an acceptable sigh
heaved by a penitent apart from Him; never did l¢ Bong mount to heaven except He gave it wings;
never was there true prayer or faithful ministrgept through the power and might of the Holy Spirit
Sinners are never saved apart from the Spirit af. ®lw moral persuasion, no force of example, no po-
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tency of logic, no might of rhetoric, ever changled heart. The living Spirit alone can put lifeardead
souls. And when those souls are quickened, wetidirassdependent as ever upon the Spirit of Gamd. T
educate a soul for heaven is as much a divineaagsk emancipate a soul from sin. To comfort a de-
sponding Christian, to strengthen his weak handscanfirm his feeble knees, to brighten the eyes of
his hope and to give him nerve to hold the shi¢ldi faith—all these are the work of the Spirittbé
living God. O Christian, with all the power you Raxeceived, you have not strength enough to live fo
anothersecond, except as the Spirit of God quickens yduydur past experience, all that you have
learned and acquired, must go for nothing, exatgity and perpetually, moment by moment, the Spirit
of God shall dwell in you, and work in you mightikp keep you still a pilgrim to the gate of heaven

Thus, as each individual is dependent, the whbieah is dependent in a ten-thousand-fold meas-
ure. Without the Spirit of God, we are like a skipanded on the beach; when the tide has recduse, t
is no moving her until the flood shall once agdifinHer from the sands. We are like that frozerpsbf
which we read the other day, frost-bound in theoffiiArctic Sea; until the Spirit of God shall thatve
chilly coldness of our natural estate, and bid lifeefloods of our heart flow forth, there we mus,
cold, cheerless, lifeless, and powerless. The @dmislike the mariner, depends upon the breath of
heaven, or his ship is without motion. We are tike plants of the field, and this genial seasoryests
the metaphor—all the winter through vegetation e@rapped up in her frost garments, but when the
mysterious influence of spring is felt, she unbimgs cloak to put on her vest of many colors, while
every bud begins to swell and each flower to openl so a church lies asleep in a long and dreany wi
ter until God the Holy Spirit loosens the bandsetifiargy, and hearts bud and blossom, and thedime
the singing of birds is come. This doctrine hasnbgeached hundreds of times, and we all knowwit, b
for all that, we all forget it; and especially whene are in earnest about our work, and perceivegery
sonal responsibility, there is no truth of God thaeds to be insisted upon more thoroughly thas) thi
“Without Me, you can do nothing.” Until we are utieempty of self, we are not ready to be filled by
God; until we are conscious of our own weaknessargenot fit platforms for the display of the digin
omnipotence. Until the arm of flesh is paralyzeal] aeath is written upon the whole natural man, we
are not ready to be endowed with the divine lifd anergy.

II. We now proceed to note OUR DUTY as the prophet tetb us.

The prophet did not tell the kings that they weer@rocure the water—that, as we have already said,
was out of their power—but he did say, “Make thaley full of ditches,” that when the water came
there might be reservoirs to contain it. They wlasg“through the valley of Baca are to make it a
well’—that istheir business. “The rain also fills the pools"—thatGed’s business. If we expect to ob-
tain the Holy Spirit’s blessing, we mysteparefor His reception:‘Make this valley full of trenches” is
an order which is given me this morning for the rbems of this church; make ready for the HSyir-
it's power; be prepared to receive that which Halieut to give; each man in his place and each woma
in her sphere, make the whole of this church ftlirenches for the reception of the divine flooBe-
fore the Nile begins to rise, you see the Egyptiaos either side of the banks making ready fiha t
deep channel, and then the large reservoir, ardnadtds the small canals, and then the minor péails,
unless these are ready the rising of the Nile mellof little value for the irrigation of the cropsfuture
months; but when the Nile rises, then the wateeégived and made use of to fertilize the fields| so,
when the treasury of the Spirit is open by His pdweperations, each one of us should have histre
ready to receive the blessed flood which is notgbnat its height. Have you ever noticed the tsabtgr
the river’s side? If they expect a barge of coatsa vessel laden with other freight, the wharlesared
to receive it. Have you not noticed the farmer jusfore the harvest-time—how the barn is emptied, o
the brick yard is made ready for the stacks? Mdh when they expect a thing, prepare for the recep
tion of it; and, if they expect more than usuagttsay, “I will pull down my barns and build greate
that | may have where to bestow my goods.” The seys to us;Prepare for the Spirit of God."Do
not pray for it, and then fold your arms and sagell, perhapsHe will work.” We ought to act as
though we wereertain He would work mightily—we muspreparein faith. Have you ever read that
text, “Enlarge the place of your tent, and let themetch forth the curtains of yours habitatiorzars
not, lengthen your cords, and strengthen your sta&ké/hat for? “For you shall break forth on thehtig
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hand and on the left.” You are to enlarge your fest, and then God will send those that will ftll But
the most of people say, “Well, you know, of couti§§od sends a blessing, we must then enlarge.”

Yes, that is the way of unbelief, and the roath® curse. But the way of faith and the road to the
blessingis this—God has promised it; we will get ready itprGod is engaged to bless, now let us be
prepared to receive the blessing. Act not on theemstrength of what you have, but in expectation of
that which you have asked. Act for God on the fatlwhat Hewill give, rather than on the faith of
what you have as yet obtained. Count God’s notdsgmnfl as cash; believe that, with God, a promise is
as good as the fulfillment, and act when you hénegromise as you would have acted if you had al-
ready seen the promise fulfilled!

Prepare for a blessin@repare largely"Make this valleyfull of ditches,” not makenetrench, but
as many as possible. For God, when He worksks like a God. As a king gives not stintedlkelia
beggar, so God, in His gifts, is not restrainedzi@j will not impoverish Him, and withholding wifiot
enrich Him. Expect great things from a great Gddbke this valley full of ditches.” Have a holy cov-
etousness of the divine blessing. Never be salisfiéh what God is doing in the conversion of souls
be grateful, but hunger after more. If He givedenls, ask for a hundred; if He give a hundred,fask
thousand; if a thousand, ask for ten thousandtiaida as the grave ought the Christian’s heatteo
with regard to the glory of God! Here we may swallthe horseleech indeed, and say, “Give, give,
give,” with greater vehemence every day, and yall sfot God chide us for the largeness or the impor
tunity of our desires. Open your mouth wide, ford&all fill it. “Make this valley full of ditches.”

Moreover,prepare at once-not dig trenches in a month’s time, but “make tradley full of ditch-
es”now. Oh, that little word'now!” it is often the saving word to sinners, and to @istian it is the
quickening word. Tomorrow! Who shall tell how masguls it has destroyed, devouring them as the
grave devours the slain! Alas, for the mischiefshait demon wordomorrow And who shall say how
many Christian churches have been deprived of é&tesalargements by the policy which said, “Wait a
little!” Away with this horrible advice! Wait? Immsible! Death waits not! Hell makes no pause! Sin
stays not its mad career! If the devil, and deatid, hell would wait, we might have an excuse fdete
ing; but, meanwhile, “Forward!” must be our motddow, even now, my brothers and sisters, prepare
for the blessing, for God is ready to give it whea are ready to receive it. When the valley is @ill
ditches, the ditches shall be filled: when the svalle made in the valley of Baca, then shall tresooe
filled.

Furthermoreprepareactively Ditch-making is laborious work; God is not to $erved by child’'s
play, or sham work with no toil in it. When a vallis to be trenched throughout its whole lengthtted
host must give themselves to the effort, and nouostrehy from the toil. | believe with all my heant
the Spirit of God; but | do not believe in humateress. Celestial power uses huneffiort The Spirit
of God usually works most whevee work most. With regard to our own salvation, thertorious part
of that is finished for us; but still it is writtef\Work out your own salvation with fear and tremnigl,”
and the reason given is, “For it is God which warkgou both to will and to do of His good pleaslre
We work because God works; to loiter because Gattsvs evil reasoning. Do not tell me that because
God will fulfill His own purposestherefore His people may go to sleep; for it wagenélis purpose to
lull His people to slumber; but His great desigthis education of an intelligent host of co-workerth
Himself. The Lord has made us and ordained uswikain our measure, may work together with Him.
It is His office to bless our efforts, but it is@ice our privilege and our duty for each one ofougield
ourselves as the instruments of the divine purplos@ant every Christian here to feel that if therd.as
about to bless this church, or His church at latigere must be, on the part of every one of usoals
dering of the spade, and a going forth to diligeantinuous, persevering service, in the name ef th
Master, according to His will. Give me a lazy chyrand say nothing about the Spirit of God—the Spir
it of God and lazy churches are a long way off freath other; but give me an earnest church and the
Spirit of God, and who knows what may come of sadilessed union! Let but men be prepared to la-
bor, and God is prepared to bless their laborjdat not written, “Paul plants, and Apollos waters
and what happens?—“God gives the increase.” Heseldkenies the increase where there is a planting

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 13




Sermon #747 “Make This Valley Full of Ditches” 5

Paul and a watering Apollos. Earnest efforts ariitiag dependence upon God are sure to be attended
with a blessing.

Let me, however, interpret these words, “Make thaley full of ditches,” a little more plainly and
pointedly. If we are to have a blessing from God, ave every one of us to have a trench ready to re-
ceive it. “Well, how shall | have mine ready?” oagks. My answer is, have large desires for a bless-
ing—that is one trench you can all dig. Brotherd aisters, is it not true that some of you do nahina
blessing? If the Lord should give you an unusuatsihg, you would hardly thank Him—for you have
never hungered and thirsted after it. There areesprofessors who do not want to be too thoroughly
Christian; they are quite afraid of having too moéhhe Spirit of God; they are for ankle-deepgieln;
and they had rather not wade further into the sirksst they should be carried away by the currént.
would be inconvenient to such persons to have nguabe. Do not be afraid, you will not get it; ircfa
it will be a question, before long, whether you éany at all. But if a true believer desires mucdcg,
he shall have it. Enlarge, then, your desires, noyhers and sisters; ask for much likeness to \as-
ter, much fellowship with your divine Lord; ask fgreat faith; ask for clear hope; ask for intelfige
views of the truth of God; ask for a burning seokthe value of those truths. “Ask what you wilhdait
shall be done unto you.” Do not stint yourselvag, ‘inake the valleyull of trenches.” If there iany
attainment which has seemed to you up till nowedorbpossible, long after it. If it is any heightof-
tue, if it is any excellence of loveliness, or amginence of grace, let your soul be enlarged. ébaky
says Paul, “as unto my children” (so may | speakaémy among you), “be you also enlarged.” “You are
not straitened in the Lord, or in us, but you draitened in your own heart.” Make the valley oluyo
soul as full as possible of the reservoirs of loggiesire for a blessing.

Next, add to these desires, faithful, vehemend, @nstanprayers “You ask, and receive not, be-
cause you ask amiss.” Make your heart full of pragad, my brothers and sisters you need not say th
you have not subjects for supplication. If you halleyou need yourselves, pray for others. Go tal Go
for your children’s salvation. Oh, that our childrenight be God'’s children! They counted the fanafy
Curio happy, of old, because there were three mratat, the grandsire, the father, and his sat;tbat
is a far happier family where there are three gatimrs of Christians; when the promise is made, true
“Instead of the father, shall rise up the childreshen the holy cause descends as an heirloom from
the father to the son, and from the son to the gereration, and the next! Pray for this, and decoo-
tent without it. Then plead for your servants, y&ursfolk, and your neighbors. Set your heart upon
special cases; yearn over those cases; and whesegahose converted, long after more, and make you
valley full of new trenches, for this is a day oége, an hour of blessing, and the Lord will givelyac-
cording to your faith.

Furthermore, if desires and prayers are good,agavity is even more so. Every Christian who
wants to have a blessing for himself or for othemsist set to work by active exertion, for thishe t
word, “Make this valley full of ditches.” If you oaot dig a deep trench, dig a shallow one; and if i
cannot be as broad as you wish, let it be as wadgoa can make it. | mean this—some of you young
men might preach—you have the ability, you havetitihhe for study; | want you to lay out your talents
in that holiest of enterprises—in the street cananywhere, proclaim Christ. Some of you ougHidgo
teaching in Sunday schools, but you are puttingtddant aside; it is rusting, it is spoiling, ayau will
have no interest to bring to your Master for Mvdnt that Sunday school talent to be used; | longee
the Sunday school trench deepened and lengthenedeoyone doing his share! Many of you might do
good service by teaching senior classes at yourlawses. This work might be most profitably extend-
ed. If our intelligent Christian brothers and masavould try to raise little classe§$ six, eight, ten, or
12 at home, | know not what good might come oY du would not be interfering with anyone else, for
in such a city as this, we may all work as harevaswill, and there is no chance of interfering waiich
other’s labors. This sea is too large here forouse afraid of other folks running away with owsHi |
want to see our whole system of trenches enlaigenche, of you, perhaps, will do best in tract dostri
tion—well, do it—keep it up; but mind there is sdhiag in the tract—and that is not always the case—
mind there is something worth reading which willdfeuse when read. Do not give away tracts which
are more likely to send the readers to sleep thaayer. Some of them might be useful to physgian
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when they cannot get their patients to sleep byahgr means. Get something useful, interestinlg, te
ing, Scriptural, and give it away largely out oféoto Jesus; and if these labors do not suit yastet

talk personally to individuals. Christ at the wallhat a schoolmaster for us! Talk to the one woman,
the one child, the one butler, and the one labavboever he may be. He who makes one blade of grass
grow that would not otherwise have grown, is a fetter to his race; and he who scatters one good
thought which would not otherwise have been diseated—has done something for the kingdom of
Christ. | cannot tell you what is most fit for eybody to do, but if your heart is right, there ergething

for each one.

There are so many niches in the temple, and sq statues of living stone to fill those niches to
make it a complete temple of heavenly architectMoa and | must each find our own niche. Remem-
ber, Christian, your time is going. Do not be cdesing always what you ought to do, lg&t to work;
shut your eyes and put your hands out, and “Whatgwer hand finds to do, do it with all your might.
The very first Christian effort will do, only do with all your might; do it in the name and stréngf
God. “Make this valley full of ditches.” | would la$s0d to make this church full of workers, to tuun
the drones and multiply the bees. We do not wamel here! We want only those who will bring their
share of honey to the common hives—I mean theiresbiglory to the Lord Jesus Christ. If you aré no
saved, we will long for your salvation, and be gthdt you come among us, and hope that God will
bless you; but if you are a church member, andathing, the Lord have mercy upon your miserable
soul!

One thing more and | leave this point. With ak thork that the church does in making the valley
full of ditches, we must take care that we do iaispirit of holy confidence and faith. These digh
were to be dug not because the watgght come, but because they wexere it would come. So we
must work for Christ, not because waywin souls, but because waust A minister was asked to what
point he reached in his faith when he was preactiagaid he prayed, and hepedGod would bless
the word, and God did bless the word in a measw@grding to his faith. But there was another whose
conversions were about 10 times as numerous imamth as the other good man’s in a year, and when
he was asked in what style he preached, whethbhoped he would have a blessing, he said, “No, | do
not hope anything about it; when | go into the tulpam sure of being blessed, because | am pnegch
God’s word, and have in faith sought His help.”dt@ng in faith is sure to be honored of God, dhd a
Christian work ought to be done in the spirit ohfidence. Who are the soldiers who win a battle? No
those who walk to the fight half afraid of defdaif those men who are like the English trumpeten wh
could sound a charge, but had never learned todsauetreat. Those are true Christians who do not
know how to be beaten, who cannot doubt God’s pgenwho do not understand how the gospel can be
preached in vain, who do not know how it is posstblat Jesus Christ, with His omnipotence, candail
see of the travail of His soul, but who believet tidne pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in Higdh&
and who expect Jehovah to follow with a divine tethat which is done to His glory. Oh, to dig diés
with the confidence that God, who bade us dig theaith,be quite sure to fill them! This is faith’sue
place, may we not be slow to occupy it.

[Il. Thirdly, a few words about the DIVINE OPERATIONS.

Observe, my brothers and sisters, how sovereigrogerations of God are. When Elijah wanted
rain, there was a cloud seen, and he heard a ssuaoflabundance of rain, and by-and-by the water de
scended in floods. But when God would send the mtat&lisha, he heard no sound of rain, nor did a
drop descend. | know not how it was that the treschere filled. Whether down some deep ravine, the
ancient bed of a dried up torrent, God made thétyifjood to return as He did along the bed of Kish
of old, | do not know, but by the way of Edom thaters came obedient to the divine Command. God is
not tied to this or that mode or form. He may irealistrict work a revival, and persons may be letmc
down, and made to cry aloud; but in another plaeeet may be great crowds, and yet all may be still
and quiet, as though no deep excitement existall. &od blesses often by the open ministry, aed fr
guently by the personal and more secret actioni®pEople. Heanbless as He wills, and Hell bless
as He wills! Let us not dictate to God. Many a bieg has been lost by Christians not believing ibe
a blessing because it did not come in the particstf@pe which they had conceived to be proper and
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right. To some the divine work is nothing, unlesassumes the form which their prejudice has sedect
Oh, be thankful if it comes! | have been greatlpiced at some of the conversions at the Agricaltur
Hall. I hoped to have heard of many who never wera place of worship getting a blessing; | dane sa
we shall hear of them, but curiously enough, thetobthose | have heard of, are those who have bee
here before, or who have been regular attendas¢svhkere for years. | did not go abroad to lookrafte
my own children, but it is very odd—they say if yaant to know something about your own house,
you must go away from home; and so, | supposerdardo be the means of conversion of some of you,
it is necessary that | go afield.

Well, so long as God sends blessing, it is notyfmr or | to have any choice about it. Perhaps if |
pray for my own children, He may bless somebodg’slshildren. If | am seeking the good of a child
perhaps that may be blessed to an old man, for magymon to the young has been made useful to the
old. I do not know that prayer does always falthe same place from which it ascends. Prayer ésdik
cloud rising from the earth, sure to come backragarain, but not always bound to return to thesa
spot. Many of you are praying for a husband or &-wiGod has never blessed your husband or wife,
but He has remembered others out of regard to yp@yer; and, when you come to heaven, you will be
content so long as your prayer was answered. Befihlafor revival, brothers and sisters, but do set
up your will as to how it shall come. “You shalltree wind, neither shall you see rain; yet thdeya
shall be filled with water.”

Notice, next, that as the blessing comes sovdseiga it comessufficiently—there was enough for
all the men, for all the cattle, and all the bea$tseey might drink as they would, but there wastejui
enough for all. Let us wait then in prayer upon Gartd prepare to be heard, for God has great flobds
grace to give according to His riches in glory; ®frist Jesus will He deal out large things to those
whose faith is large.

Observe, that this flood canvery soonfor the Lord is a punctual paymaster. Moreovecaine
certainly—there was no mistaking it, no doubtingaid so shall God’s blessing wait upon the earnest
prayers and faithful endeavors of Christian peopeblessing such as the greatest skeptic shallenot b
able to deny, such as shall make the eyes of tiynidiwater, while he says to himself, “Who hasdieg
ten me these?” You hawaly to look upto God andwvork for God, and you shall have such a blessing as
shall make you wonder at it. Did you notice the advtBBehold” in one of the verses following my text?
It is a hint that the whole hosts were amazed &ad will amaze His church with what He will baesto
if they only have the confidence to act as thougdy tbelieved His promise, and could not think tHat
would be less gracious than His Word.

Thus | have spoken to you about your duty and atieidivine mode of operation. Brothers and
sisters, wemusthave the blessing in this particular church—it \dobbe enough to break one’s heart
even to suppose it possible that we should not. Khmivs with what earnest desires and endeavors |
went to the Agricultural Hall to preach the gosmelid with how simple and sincere a motive you went
there, too—we certainly did not journey so far éarr own comfort, but for the honor and glory of our
Master. And God’s wordnustbe followed with a blessing. “Thanks be unto Gedich always causes
us to triumph in Christ, and makes manifest thesa¥ His knowledge by us in every place, for we ar
unto God a sweet savor of Christ, in them who awed, and in them who perish. To the one we are the
savor of death unto death; and to the other thersaiife unto life.” But | cannot and will not Inaor a
mistrustful suspicion about the blessing of Godimgsupon that action, and knowing, as | do, thatgn
of you are really solemnly in earnest with an aplastearnestness. | am no prophet, nor the son of a
prophet, but | am certain God will not withhold ttiew, nor keep back the rain; for He never didtsay
His people, “Seek you My face” in vain. Zion hag ronceived the wind, nor shall she bring forth a
dream. As soon as Zion travailed, she brought fdnitdren. The earnest agony of a living church imus
bring forth fruit unto God, or else the Bible is lomger reliable, and the promise of God no lorsyge.

But He changes not, and therefore we will looktfer blessing, knowing that it must come!

IV. Lastly, the Lord bade His servant tell them thatardy should there be water, but he said, “This
is but a light thing in the sight of God. He wikldser the Moabites also into your hand.” GREATER
THINGS are behind, and are to be expected. If theewsal Christian church were prepared for a bless
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ing, God would not only give to it a revival in ibsvn border, but make short work, by its meansliof
His enemies. At the present moment the Moabiteg@areedingly bold, they invade us on all sides; es-
pecially do they prevail in the form of Romanisisgaking into a Protestant church that they mafgdbe
upon the fat of the land. Ah, my brothers and sssta revivecthurchwill soon make short work of Pu-
seyism. Let the church of God be cold, and dead,pawerless, and Popery will soon spread. Look at
Holland. Thirty or 40 years ago how little theresnaf Romanism in that fine old Protestant courdangd
now, because philosophy and rationalism have ehtete so many of the pulpits, and put away the
gospel, Romanists have multiplied like the grastheffield! But only give us the old-fashioned gelsp
which they used to preach under the “Gospel Oakg’ @ut in the open fields, where thousands flocked
to hear it; only give us the truth as it is in Jesand as Samson tore the lion, so would the chiganh
heresy in pieces! Behold, the evil of the day sda&bppear as a moment’'s foam melts back into the
wave that bears it, if Jehovah does but visit UesE forgers of lies are but of yesterday, andng thf
nothing; their doctrines are the baseless fabria wision, without even reason, much less Scriptiare
back them up! No, let Israel dig the trenches, thedswords of her warriors will soon find out theahts

of Moab’s mightiest one. So with sin, there is nayvof putting down sin except by getting the church
of God revived. | am ashamed of some Christiansalree they have so much dependence upon Parlia-
ment and the law of the land. Much good may Pa#gisnever do to true religion except by mistake. As
to getting the law of the land to touch our religiove earnestly cry, “Hands off! Leave us alonetuy
Sunday bills and all other forms of acts-of-Parkgntreligion seem to me to be all wrong. Give daia
field and no favor, and our faith has no causesto.fChrist needs no help from Caesar. Let our mem-
bers of Parliament repent of the bribery and cdroapso rife in their own midst before they settapbe
protectors of theeligion of our Lord Jesus. | would be afraid to borrowghiebm government; it would
look to me as if | rested on an arm of flesh indtebdepending on the living God. Let the Lord’y dee
respected by all means, and may the day soon cdrae ewvery shop shall be closed on Sunday; but let
it be by the force of conviction and not by fordelee policeman; let true religion triumph by thewer

of God in men’s hearts, and not by the power aédiand punishments. Oh, for more dependence upon
the living God, and less reliance upon an arm e$H] and we shall see yet greater victories won by
King Jesus!

So, my brothers and sisters, let us dig the trememd continue to ask God to send us the watér; an
as for the Moabites out yonder, whatever shapesithenay take; let us depend upon it, the church of
God is enough, through the power of God who dwallser, to put down sin, and win the kingdom for
Christ! 1 would to God that some here who belongh® Moabites, | mean you unconverted people,
might be broughto know the Savior! Some of you know the way welbegh, but need the will to run
in it. O may the Spirit of God give you that wilN simple trust in Jesus will save you; God graribit
you! After faith, you shall work out of love to des but all your work®eforeyou trust in Him will do
no good. Come to Him, trust in Him; make your heélaid morning full of trenches, full of great desy
longings and prayers! If so, God will fill your doéor He hears the humble, and despises not teais.
May God bless you, one and all. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Psa 132; Xings 3:1-20.
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