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JOY AND PEACE IN BELIEVING
NO. 692

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON SUNDAY MORNING, MAY 20, 1866,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Joy and peace in believing.”
Romans 15:13.

| WOULD address myself this morning to a speciass| and if there should be no spiritual
instruction for others, | trust that they will folv what is said with their prayers, that the wordynbe
useful to those for whom it is mainly intended. fidhare a large number of persons who profess te hav
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, but who aséaitt they have no joy and peace in believing. They d
not make this profession by union with the Christidurch or in any open manner, but when they are
pushed upon the matter of personal salvation, Wi#ysometimes tell us, “I do believe in Christ,tbu
still I am so unhappy, | am so miserable, thatinm believe that | am saved.” That statement being
tantamount to this—that the Word of God declared Whoever believes in Jesus is not condemned—
but they assert that they have believed in Jesud, reevertheless they are haunted with fears of
condemnation which lead them to believe that theynot have been delivered from the wrath to come.
Now, | shall suppose that the persons whom | amdrio address this morning are sincerely anxious t
be saved, and that they are not raising this ditffdoy way of quibbling; because if they are qudsb, |
shall not attempt to deal with them this morningcls persons need a discourse to themselves. | am
speaking to tender hearts, or to those who desiteave tender hearts; to those who have their faces
towards Jerusalem though as yet they travel inddr&. If you are really desirous to obtain joy and
peace through believing, we trust God may blesstgdbe obtaining of it this morning.

We suppose also that the persons whom we are addyeare not laboring under any bodily
sickness such as might bring on hypochondriacdihfgge and those despondencies which are rather the
symptoms of physical disease than marks of spirfeeling. | believe there are some persons who are
beyond the reach of the preacher, and who mustebé dith, if treated at all successfully, by the
ordinary physician. Their case has gone beyondlith#égs of argument; their mind has got into a
disordered condition, and the body also, and tbeselboth body and mind must be set right by some
other means before it is likely that spiritual r@as will prevail upon them; but provided you areesa
people in some measure of health, and that yosiaoere persons, we think that with God’s blessing
we may be the means of comfort to you this morning.

At any rate, we will try. And we will begin by miglg two observations. We grant to you that
and peace are exceedingly desirable things; we hope you will never be satisfied until you detrh, and
enjoy very much of them; until you are, in fact,ths text puts it, filled with joy and peace. Fauy
own sakes this is very desirable, because youepte®ndition is a very mournful and unhappy onhe. |
is still more desirable for the sake of your acqtaices and kinsfolk, for they set down your presen
despondency to your religion, and so you tend, ttmgly, to dishonor the cross of Christ. | knowuyo
would be willing to suffer anything sooner thantttiee gospel should be evilly spoken of; but ivaly
spoken of through you, and necessarily so, becgosecannot expect carnal persons to have a
discernment between your religious feelings, whach right, and those which are wrong. They set your
present despondency down to religious feelingoofessort, and with one sweeping verdict they ate ap
to condemn religion altogether. And you do not witsils, surely for their own good, for you desirerth
to find peace. With all your anxiety for yourseffju are not selfish; you wish others to enjoy paace
Christ. You would consent, | believe, to the lofyaur right eye if your husband and children, dfuy
wife and friends might be reconciled to God by btheod of the cross. At present, however you are
standing in the way, and instead of assisting loyipg that “her ways are ways of pleasantness adind
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her paths are peace,” you are doing an injury tséhdear immortal souls by the misrepresentation
which you give them; | grant again that this is eamwittingly, but alas, you are as surely injurihgm
as if you designed to do them evil.

But a second remark | must also venture upon, nathek you must take care, while valuing joy
and peace, thaiou do not overestimate them; for remember that joy and peace are, though eminent
desirable, not infallible evidences of safety. Ehare many persons who have great joy and muclepeac
who are not saved, for their joy springs from atake, and their peace is the false peace which miates
rest upon the rock of divine truth, but upon thedsaf their own imaginations. It is certainly a gogign
that spring is come, that you find the weather@osb warm, but there are very mild days in winker.
must not infer because the heat of the sun is@t and such a degree, that therefore it is nedssar
spring. And, on the other hand, we have had vehy days this week—cold days which, if we had to
judge by such evidences, might have convinced atswiie were rather in November than in May. And
so, joy and peace are like fine sunny days; theyecto those who have no faith who are in the wiater
their unbelief, and they may not visit you who hdetieved; or, if they come, they may not stay, for
there may be cold weather in May, and there magdnee sorrow and some distress of mind even to a
truly believing soul. Understand that you must loatk upon the possession of joy and peace as being
the absolutely necessary consequence of your lsamgd. A man may be in the lifeboat, but that
lifeboat may be so tossed about that he may sgll iimself exceedingly ill, and think himself te till
in peril. It is not his sense of safety that makis safe; he is safe because he is in the lifelvdatther
he is sensible of it or not. Understand then tlogt 4nd peace are not infallible or indispensable
evidences of safety, and that they are certaintyunghanging evidences. The brightest Christiass lo
their joy, and some of those who stand well in tthegs of God, and concerning whom you would
entertain no doubt, entertain a great many suspcioowever, about themselves. Joy and peaceare th
elements of a Christian, but he is sometimes outioklement—joy and peace are his usual state, but
there are times when, with fights within and warthaut, his joy departs, and his peace is brokdme T
leaves on the tree prove that the tree is alive tiel absence of leaves will not prove that the tse
dead. True joy and peace may be very satisfactaderces, but the absence of joy and peace, during
certain seasons, can often be accounted for on stmee hypothesis than that of there being no faith
within.

And, once more, | pray you, dear friends, notdeksjoy and peace as the first and main thing. Let
your prayer be, “Lord, give me comfort, but giree safety first. Forbid that | should take comfort
except from Your right hand.” Use Toplady’s vow,ialhhe puts into verse—

“I will not be comforted

Till Jesus comforts me.”
Believe that it were better for you to go all ydifie in darkness, and to end in everlasting lifel d@ne
light of God, than to enjoy much of what you thoutghbe heavenly joy here, and then to go intoroute
darkness, where there is weeping, and wailing, gmashing of teeth. Be anxious to be happy, but be
more anxious to be holy. Be desirous after peaseb®é more desirous still to get a good hope thnoug
Christ from which that peace may flow. I like threif of the tree, but if | transplant the tree, gnd it
into my garden, | would like that better. | likeetigold from the mine, but if | may become the pesse
of the mine itself, | would much prefer it. | lijey and peace, but | like better still that sacfaith
which looks to Christ and brings me joy and peaca aonsequence.

Well now, having thus paved the way by these r&mare come more distinctly to the text. The
text speaks of joy and peace in believing.

I. And the first observation shall be this—THE TEXT MABE USED TO CORRECT TWO
ERRORS very, very common and very dangerous. Tisé df the two errors the text corrects is the
error of supposing that there is a way of joy amdqge through self. This is the broad road thatslead
death, but it is full of travelers. In differentrfos and ways the most of men are trying to obiayrand
peace through something done by themselves, instiesesting upon the finished work of the Savior.
Some look for joy and peace through good works. Nbwan suppose that if you and | had never
sinned, joy and peace would have been the consegsi@h perfect holiness. Adam in the garden must
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have had joy as the result of serving so good a#aand he must have felt peace when at nigtigall
could say, “O God, | have kept Your command, ahdJe not touched the forbidden fruit.” Still theufe
would haunt him, “perhapsnhay do so,” and that dark suspicion would go far tondan his joy and
disturb his peace. But do you think that this candgyyou solid peace? Since you and | have broken
God’s law, any rational joy and peace are impossilpider the covenant of works, for whatever may be
the perfection of our future life, it can make rtoreement for the past. You have broken the alabaste
vase; you may preserve the fragments if you wilt,you cannot make it whole again. You have spoiled
the perfection ofour obedience, and having ruined it, God cannceive it at your hands. You may try

if you please, but take my word for it, (for | hatreed it too), it is as unlikely for you ever tetgpeace

by attempting to obey God’s law as it is to gatipepes from thorns or figs from thistles. Many vére
conscious of this run to another form. They sayhefl | will do my best, and having done my best |
shall at any rate be able to say, ‘Well, | can donore.” A man who is drowning may say that, dusi

no solace to him as the billows close over himydnder burning house the woman in the upper story
who has thought over all the plans of escapingsfihecio sort of comfort to say, “I have done atlain,
and can therefore do no more.” What if you showdll you can? | am afraid none of you will ever do
it, yet if you should, there is no peace or jopé&found in that.

Some try the plan of scrupulous observance ofeditjious ceremonies; now, however much these
rites and services may differ externally, yet ingin them is the same in all cases. You, all@i,\feel
vexed with the Romanist, that he can rely upon essibn, upon penance imposed by his priest, or upon
the hearing of masses. You are indignant with thselite that in a professedly Protestant church he
should put confidence in his baptism, and confiramtand so on, but are you equally indignant with
yourself that you should rely upon your own prayarsipon your own tears? Is there any more virtue
before God in your prayers than in the prayersradsgps? There certainly is no less, but is theng an
more? Is there any more virtue in your tears theamet may be in those of a so-called saint? | @l y
that if you trust in these things, your holiest ¢imas, and your best desires are nothing but aolarst,
foul and unclean, which God will abhor, for the wafysalvation is not by your holiness nor by your
ceremonies, or by anything upon which you can uwiryhand. “If you lift up your hammer upon it,”
said God of His altar, “you have polluted it.” Asd have you, if you have put your little fingerttee
work. Unless it is all of Christ, and not of youfsgu have polluted it, and God will see to it tima joy
or peace shall ever come to you by that road. Dptherefore, try it. Do not try to get joy and pedy
penitential feelings, by humbling yourself, by ceasating your life, or by any attempts of this kind
These things are good, pre-eminently good in themsef they are used lawfully; but to rest in them
will be your ruin, and as to your present peacejagdit can never be obtained by work or by anythi
from yourself.

But the text also corrects another common erramaely, turning the text upside down. There is such
a thing as joy and peace lelieving, and some simpletons therefore infer thate is such a thing as
believing in joy and peace. | believe there is sadhing but that it is of Satan, and that the soare
are clear of it the better. My dear friend, to ggtand peace through believing is one thing; iGd’s
plan of salvation, but to get your believing as tbsult of your joy and peace is quite anotherghand
it is of yourself, and is a snare of Satan. Bewafrd! You will get peace just as the florist gdts
flower from the bulb; but you will never get thellbbdrom the flower. Take the tulip and try it. THate
flower will come up if you put that ugly bulb intbe ground and give it time; you will get the glary
the flower before long; but take the flower and putto the best prepared earth, and see if yduewer
get the bulb. Now joy and peace are the soul'sdipwand if you get faith into the ground, joy arehpe
will come of it. But if you get joy and peace firsind say, “Now | believe,” no you do not, it istno
believing; it is the very opposite of it! You musbt, therefore, reverse the laws and rules of right
procedure.

Let me just argue this point with you. To trustri@hbecause you feel happy is in the first place
irrational. Now suppose a man should have saidndutthe last panic, “I feel sure that the Bank my
money is in is safe.” Why? “Because | feel so eatsyut my money.” Now anybody would say to him,
“That is no reason.” Suppose he said, “I feel $hae my money is safe,” and you had said, “Whaihés
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reason?” “Why because | believe the Bank is safeli,” say you, “that is right enough—that is good
reasoning.” But here you put the effect in the plat the cause and try to make that a cause, hut yo
cannot do it. If a man should say, “I have gotrgdaestate in India.” How do you know? “Why, be@us

| feel so happy in thinking about it.” “Why, youdb” say you, “that is no proof whatever, not the
slightest.” But if he says to you, “I feel very g’ and you ask him why, and he replies, “Because
have got an estate in India.” “Oh,” say you, “thay be right enough.” A man may be thankful forttha
which he rightly possesses, but to make joy andedae evidence of facts from without is supremely
ridiculous; and for a man to say, “I know | am sdvieecause | am happy,” is most irrational, while t
be happy because you are saved is right enougH. &y you, take care that you do not act irradibn
before God.

Or take another view of this thought. Suppose liarfear this morning about the health of some
dear friend. “Well,” | say, “I should like to havay friend healthy, but | want to feel myself safeat
that friend. Ido not know anything about the state of my frieast jnow, and | am uneasy. Now | can
tell you if | could get to feel easy, then | woldé convinced that my friend was well.” “Why,” you
would justly reply, “there is no connection betwehba two things. The proper mode of procedure is to
try and find out whether your friend is well, thgou will feel easy.” But you say, “I would believe
was saved if | felt happy.” Is there any reasomhiz? On the contrary, first of all believe thauyare
saved, and then happiness shall come of it, butcgmmot believe that you are saved while you persis
in doing what God tells you not to do—looking touymwn joy and peace, instead of looking to the
finished work of Jesus Christ.

While this is illogical and inconsistent it is algery irreverent. You say to God, “O God, You tell
me to trust Christ, and | shall be saved. Welanmot trust Christ, but | can trust my own feelingad
if | were very happy | could believe that He wowddve me.” Oh let the words | have spoken be
forgiven, if they sound like blasphemy, but | thitiley have the essence of blasphemy in them. What?
Are my poor changeable frames of feeling to baupah preference to the word of Christ? He tellsiime
| trust Him | shall be saved, and | reply to Hirhcannot trust Your word, Jesus, but | could rgbpm it
if | felt so-and-so.” That is to say | could trusiyself but | cannot trust Him. Weep, dear frienithst
you should have been guilty of such irreverencd,dmnot persist in it.

Once again, is it not very egotistical? Here geeson who has God to deal with, and has the divine
promise—"“He who believes on Him is not condemnéatl instead of confiding in this, he says, “No, |
shall believe nothing which | do not feel. Whereélf | am saved, | shall believe it. When | haveijoy
consequence of being saved, then | will trust Chosave me.” That is, “I will trust Him for notig,
but I will set up my own feelings and my own knodde over and above the promises and the positive
declarations of a dying Savior.” May the Lord fargiyou, my dear friends, who are in this state of
heart, for being so guilty in this thing, for | i, if nothing else should make you feel your smshe,
you ought to feel it on this account, that you fihtard to trust Christ. If you were what you slibhe,
remember that to trust Christ would be the natawdgoings of your nature; but because your natire i
what it ought not to be, it becomes so hard for yotrust the truthful One while you think it sosgéo
trust in what is fickle as the wind, and falselas deceitful sea.

Well, I have just exposed these two matters, aatwour patient attention while | seek to bring ou
the truth of the text. We are finished with theoesrthat are not in it—now for the truth of Godtthsain
it.

Il. The great truth of the text is THAT BELIEVING IN GMST IS THE TRUE GROUND FOR
JOY AND PEACE. What is believing in Christ? In owerd it is trusting Christ. He is sent of God to
save sinners, and those sinners who trust in Hisat@ them are saved. Faith then, the faith wisch i
the ground of our joy and peace, is a simple tru§thrist. Now | feel sure, from what we understamhd
mental science as well as from the teaching of &ddbrd and one’s own experience, that if a man
unfeignedly trusts Christ, he must, in the mainjehy and peace. | think you will see this. Thisra
sinner who feels himself guilty before God, buthears enough of the gospel to understand that God
has devised a plan of salvation. The very beliewhghat must give some sort of peace. The sinner
would say, “I thought | could not be saved, but nine very whisper of that word, ‘Savior,” gives me
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some hope. The black thought that it is impossibfeme to be saved is gone. There is evidently a
possibility, for there is a desire on God'’s partetse He would not have provided a plan by whidnm
might be saved.” When, however, the sinner comdsalo at the gospel more carefully, he perceives in
the suitability of the plan, another cause for jdhy,” he says, “I see it is thus—God will save mat

on account of anything | do or am, but out of pdirgne grace; | see that He has provided a salwatio
not for the good, but for the bad—not for those wiave something to recommend themselves to
Him—Dbut for those who have nothing to recommend, duerything to disqualify them for His favor;
and | see,” says the sinner, “as | look at the ghhspat the way to get a hold of this is not bglifeg any
good feeling—if so, it were impossible, not by dpiany good works, else it were also beyond my
power; but | perceive that the method of salvaisothat of believing in the Savior. Now, if my hear

but right, if | really am desirous of salvation, aths it that | am expected to believe?” Alreadyfdéxs a
certain sense of joy at the thought of such a @gnworks he felt he could not be saved, but herseg
to hope that it may be by that plan of faith whielquires neither good feelings nor good works. Aad
he opens his ears and his heart too, and saystéMagat is it | am to believe? Only tell me witas.

| am so sick of sin, and so sad at heart, thatrhlto have joy and peace in believing, tell med Aint

is reasonable, if there is anything in it which amtan believe, | am prepared to accept it at bivay

well then, andso far we shall be agreed that the mere understgritiat there is a Savior, and the
information that that Savior is to be received lg}idving in Him has a tendency to give some joy and
peace.

But now to the point. When the sinner asks, “What | am to believe in order to have peace? In
whom am | to trust?” he is told that he is to Idok his salvation, present and to come, wholly fribva
hands of Christ, and then he will be saved. “Olaysshe, “but what sort of a Christ is this | am to
confide in? Is He worthy of my trust? That is altant to know.” And the reply we give to the sinmger
this—we have trusted Christ for these reasons—

1. We have trusted Him because of the wonderful uniddis natures. He is God, and we know that
whatever God undertakes, He is able to accom@@shHe is man, and feeling that He is like ourssjve
a man, we realize that He has the requisite teedsrmo deal with such poor sinners as we are,
compassed about with infirmities. We are prepacecely upon Him because of His Godhead, which
renders Him omnipotent. We are equally glad tottHisn because of His manhood, which makes Him
kind and considerate for our infirmities. It seetmsis that if we believe Jesus Christ to be Godmaad,
it is not difficult to place ourselves in the haraisncarnate Deity.

2. But next, we trust Him because of the evident fultfess of His character. We have read the four
evangelists through, and we find Him scorning eveupterfuge. His character seems to us to be
resplendent with the truth of God. We think thatexaggeration was used when it was said, “And we
beheld His glory, the glory of the only begottentloé Father, full of grace and truth.” Our Lord s@se
to us to be the most tender of men, and the mastftd of men, too. We cannot believe that He would
lie. Moreover, when we consider Him to be God wdarstand that God cannot lie, and we feel inclined
to think that every promise He has given will b@tké&Ve believe that if He undertakes to save, heave
and earth may pass away, but He will do what Hephasiised. Now we think this is a good reason for
our confidence if there were no others. Could we&psat the Savior we should find it difficult to $tu
Him, but as we cannot imagine a cause for suspgétim, we (and oh, that you may be brought to the
same pass!) feel shut up to believing Him, and wHersays, “Come unto Me all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and | will give you rest,” we trustmiiand we get rest, and we believe thatoif trust
Him you will get rest too. Millionsof spirits before the throne of God all bear wigds the
trustworthiness of Christ. He did not fail one bein—Mary Magdalene or the thief on the cross, or
Saul of Tarsus, or even blaspheming Peter—they ath¥eund Him able to save to the uttermost them
who come unto God by Him. And we therefore belid¥ien because of His nature, and of the
trustfulness of His character.

3. But the main reason, perhaps, why we believe Hilmesause He tells us, and God tells us, that
He was sent of God on purpose to save. God hdsrietChrist. Christ did not undertake this work on
His own account apart from heavenly authorizatida.is called “Messiah,” that is, the Sent of God.

Volume 12 Tell someone today how much you love d&hrist. 5




6 Joy and Peace in Believing Sermon #692

Now it seems to us that if God sent Christ on psepo save, and Christ comes into the world and, say
“Trust, and | will save you,” He has God to backtliand the everlasting honor of the Eternal Trirsty
pledged to every soul that comes to rest on Ctuibe saved. | venture to say that unless you catem
God a liar, you must believe in Christ, and if yare not prepared to trust Christ, remember you llat w
John says, and | hope you shudder at the thougthiofy it—*He that believes not God has made Him
a liar, because he believes not the record thatgawd of His Son.”

4. Another reason why we trust Christ is because we@we that the merit of His sufferings must
be great enough to save us. Beloved hearer, ifcgmmot trust Christ, will you come with me a few
minutes? Can you see the Son of God agonizingeigéinden? Your Maker lies on the ground. Can you
see Him taken before Herod and Pilate, and thereketband scourged and spit upon? Can your eyes
endure to see that spectacle of grief when the gnlemade deep furrows on His blessed back? Can you
believe that He is very God of very God, and yetuffering thus? Can you see Jehovah grind Him to
powder between the upper and the nether millstdneli® wrath? Can you hear Him say, “It is
finished”? Can you mark the fearful shriek of “Bl&loi! Lama Sabacthani?” Can you believe that this
is the Son of God—standing for sinners, and sufteall this weight of wrath and punishment for us,
and yet think that He is not worthy of being trukte do that for whom He died? Oh, sinner! Let eié t
you, when | heard it said to me, “Look unto Chasid be saved,” | did look, and when | saw God
suffering for me, the perfect Son of man bleedimignie, the immaculate and innocent One afflicted fo
me, and Jehovah Himself suffering for me in thesperof His own dear Son, | could not help believing
And it does seem to me this morning that if youlydaelieve that all this has occurred, and thatig€h
bids you trust Him, you will not sagny more, “I cannot trust Him.” | hope you will saystead, “I
cannot help trusting Him.” The thing commends ftsal to me—if Christ died to save He is able to
save.

5. We have still another reason. After our Lord haebldand was buried, He was put into the tomb,
but He could not be held there. On the third dayrés® again from the dead, and now He ever lives to
make intercession for us. He is gone up on high tiis resolve upon His heart, that He will plead f
sinners, and that every sinner who seeks God thrélign shall find peace by Him. This day | hope
your faith believes it. This day the Savior, ontars stands a living priest before the Fatheriotie,
and this is His plea, “Father, forgive them. FatHergive them.” Now it is written that He is abie
save them to the uttermost who come unto God by, ldering He ever lives to make intercession for
us. Now we feel as if a living Savior being what idghaving done what He has done, must be able to
save, and we therefore trust Him. Now then, if yeimd it all up, and say to me, “Why do you
personally believe you are saved?” | will tell youpelieve | am saved,khow | am—and the ground of
my assertion is not because | feel | am; nor yelbse | can preach to you about it, nor because |
sometimes or generally feel joy and peace, butliel® | am saved because | do—God knows | do—
trust myself wholly and entirely in the hands ofiHivhose business it is to save sinners. | find ey
in the Bible. Why do you look at me? Have you ndweard of the little child that sat reading thelBjb
and someone said to her, “Why do you read that Isoakuch?” She said, “I have always loved to read
it since | found my name in it.” “Found your nanmeii!” “Yes,” said she, “here it is.” And she poat
to the text, “This is a faithful saying and wortbiyall acceptation, that Christ Jesus came intoatbed
to save sinners.” “That is my name, sir. That is mayne; for if you are not a sinner, I am.” | know
myself to be laden with iniquity, to be defiled wiall sorts of sin in my holiest times. | have oo
good work that | dare think of, much more, trustliat being what | am, unworthy, undeserving, and
hell-deserving, | trust Christ to save me—and if dées not save me, He is not as good as His Word;
but | have no suspicion about that—

“I know that safe with Him remains

Protected by His power

What I've committed to His hands,

Till the decisive hour.”
And now | get joy and peace; but if | wait for japd peace, and afterwards trust, | go the wrongtway
work, and put the cart before the horse. Then EHaagun to expect a harvest before | sow the wheat—
to expect the flower before | cultivate the stemd & shall be mistaken and go down to the pit df he
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with a curse, because | would not obey the comm&@elieve and live.” We will now close with the
last point.

[ll. Remember that THE PRINCIPLE OF THE TEXT IS OF COMSIT APPLICATION—JOY
AND PEACE ALWAYS COME THROUGH BELIEVING.

| have told you we do not always have joy and peéat still, in the main, joy and peace are the
result of believing, and they are results, not domes, but in every case. For instance, as sooa as
person is saved, one of the earliest evidencepiafual life is a great battle within. Some haves t
notion that as soon as they are saved they shadr ieve to fight. Why, it is then that you bedne t
campaign. The moment you get into Canaan, whagardo do? Canaan is yours now; you have passed
out of the wilderness; it is all yours; what hawaiygot to do? Why you must always seek to drivae¢ho
Canaanites out, and you will fight continually §bu get to heaven. You did not expect this. Mait,
you shall have joy and peace while the fightingaghg on. Is it possible to be fighting with inbreihs,
and yet to have joy and peace? My dear friends,nbt only possible, but it is the only chancehese
of victory. | know that some of you—and | deeplyrgathize with you—are fighting with your bad
temper, and with many other imperfections, but fiaue not believed in Christ, and you have not any
joy and peace, and you cannot conquer that ewviits@if course you cannot, because while you are
distressed in mind, that helps to irritate you; ibyou simply believe Jesus, and get joy and peabe
then you can use the sword against that bad teafp@urs. You will say to these little worries, “Bé
with you! | have something more to think of! | hasemething sweeter to cheer me than anything you
can bring to annoy me.” Why, you will say to youfs# trust Christ to save me, and | know He wdlb
it, for He is no liar, and oh, now it is that | fgeace, and now, Lord, help me to overcome thape
of mine! Enable me to be holy like You, since Yavé done so much for me; now lend me strength.”
But you cannot do this, nor hope to conquer extgpthe blood of the Lamb. Go and wash in the
fountain He has opened, and you shall be moredl@mqueror through Him who has loved you.

Furthermore, remember that even after you arerseicuChrist, and accepted before God, and
clothed in Jesus’ righteousness, you may sometgeésiespondent. Christian men are but men, and
they may have a bad liver or an attack of bilesame trial, and then they get depressed even yf the
have ever so much divine grace. | would defy thesdp Paul himself to help it. But what then? Why
then you can get joy and peace through believiagn the subject of depressions of spirit so fedHat
| hope none of you ever get to such extremes ofcheglness as | go through, but | always get back
again by this—I know I trust Christ. | have no aglce but in Him, and if He falls, | shall fall wittim.
But if He does not, | shall not. Because He liveshall live also—and | spring to my feet again and
fight with my depressions of spirit, and get thetery through it; and so may you, and so yall, for
there is no other way of escaping from it. In yourst depressed seasons you are to get joy and peace
through believing. “Ah!” says one, “but suppose yayve fallen into some great sin—what then?” Why
then the more reason that you should cast youpeli Him. Do you think Jesus Christ is only fotldit
sinners? Is He a doctor who only heals finger-agtg=oved, it is not faith to trust Christ whenavie
no sin, but it is true faith when | am foul, anddk, and filthy; when during the day | have tripped
and fallen, and done serious damage to my joy &adgs—to go back again to that dear fountain and
say, “Lord, | never loved washing as much beford de tonight, for today | have made a fool of
myself; | have said and done what | ought not teehdone, and | am ashamed and full of confusion, bu
| believe Christ can save me, even me, and by Hisegl will rest in Him still.” That is the true wabf
Christian life and the only way of getting joy apdace. Go to Christ even when sin prevails. “Yes,
but,” | hear one say, “I am so afraid of presummptioNell, | am not sorry that you are, but when you
are most afraid of presumption, the true way tojgetind peace and to be kept from presumptiotyis b
believing. They say that “like cures like.” Certigitoelief cures presuming; trusting Christ curesting
self. Dear friend, when you are afraid of presumlrglieve; when you say, “Perhaps, after all, | rhay
cast away,” then go to the cross and say, “Butaiml | will be cast away trusting in Christ.” “Pshaw
says the devil, “you fool! Do you think that suckianer as you can ever be perfectly saved?” S#yeto
devil, “Whether | am a fool or not | do not knowythf | am not saved, | will be damned trusting Shr
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If | am cast away, | will be cast away clingingHan.” Stick to this, dear friends, “Though He slayeg,
yet will | trust in Him.” You cannot help havingyand peace then—

“And when your eye of faith is dim,

Still hold on Jesus, sink or swim!

Still at His footstool bow the knee,

And Israel's God your strength, your peace shall.be
Only let your confidence be not in your peace,ingtour joy, but in Christ.

Now, | will finish with this declaration—that ifou can get into such a state that all the sins that
were ever committed should swear that they wilcklgour pathway to peace; and if all the suggestion
of hell that ever came up from the infernal pit@dosurround you at one time; and if, in his owop®r
person, the very prince of hell should stand actiessvay and swear to spill your soul’s blood; &nd
in addition to this, the light of God’s countenargteuld be hidden from you, and no promise should
seem to come comfortably with power to your sont &, over and above this, every Christian ministe
should be silent, or have no word for you but condation, and every Christian should turn his batk o
you, and tell you that you were a hypocrite, a desxgea foul and lost villain, and if conscienceosld
come in at the back of these and say, “Every wéttiis is true, you are all this,” yet, yet in tHaarful
extremity, if you can believe, you are saved. llyman then come, even in the most abject, filthy,
leprous, horrible condition, so that the blacknegdell were whiteness compared to you, and the
hardness of granite were softness compared tohamible and obdurate heart, yet if you can conae an
believe Christ is able to save to the uttermosd, you can fling yourself as a helpless, lost ongha
foot of His dear cross, and resolve to live or i@ tthere, you shall never perish, neither shall pliogk
you out of His hand, for He will save, and you wékt in His love, and if you believe in Him, yoanc
no more perish than He can perish, and, unlessaHé#e untrue and reverse His promise, and cast His
blood upon the ground to be spilt in vain, it ig possible that a soul trusting in Jesus shoultbbi
May God bless this testimony to you! | have broughi to the water, but | cannot make you drink. |
can bring Christ to you in the preaching, but Ir@rbring you to Christ. However, | can pray thigt
the Lord Jesus may now bless the word and sealniieh both to heart and conscience, for His hame’s
sake.

One word before we part to those who know neijpgmor peace through faith in Jesus, and have
no wish to share these blessings with us becaeseatte satisfied with the delusions of the godhad t
world. Weigh forone moment your so-called joy with ours, and putryzeace as you conceive of peace
into the scale against ours. Judge now! Is yourgsypure? Has it no alloy? Are your cups without
dregs, and your delights without bitterness? Bsitasting as ours? Will it never be cut off? Dgegr
sun never go down? Do your riches never take tonsledves wings and fly away? Does no moth
corrupt, no thief break through and steal? Is ipawerful to fill the heart at all times? Does déver
pall? Are you never weary of your delights? Can {pee@ upon them forever, and wish no higher good
than to have them continued through eternity? Dar ymleasures ennoble and exalt? Are you led by
them ever higher and higher? Do they elevate yauraan, and develop every higher power and faculty
of your being? Do they give you a power and a gfitetn the path of duty, and never lead astray to
folly? Or are they prone to spread snares for yeet; and to beguile you into evil ways?

Ponder these questions, and, if | am not mistajken,will learn to despise your present state, and
seek that joy and peace which come through beliemidesus. May it be so! Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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