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“I tell you, this man went down to his house juggfl rather than the other.”
Luke 18:14.

THE publican was justified rather than the Phariske outwardly worse man of the two was ac-
cepted rather than the one who was apparentlyrb&fte@s man went down to his house justified rathe
than the other.” Observe, dear friends, our Savigentle way of describing the contrast betweesethe
two men. He says that the publican was “justifiather than the other;” but we all know that, behind
this mild and lenient expression, there is the aad solemn truth that the Pharisee was not judtdie
all. It is concerning that fact that | am abouspeak to you. The publican was justified and thariBbe
was not; yet our Lord only said, “This man went dote his house justified rather than the other.” It
will be true wisdom, on our part also, to sometirseste a truth in the very mildest way possible. A
Scriptural doctrine loses nothing of its effectliming tenderly expressed; indeed, a forcible tm#y
even have its force increased by being rather stated than overstated. Our Lord Jesus Christ knew
when to use this holy art, and He did so on thsasmn; and, therefore, you and | will be wise € do
the same when a fitting opportunity occurs.

Notice, further, dear friends, that the pith, tharrow, the very center of the blessing that wesekp
to get in worship is justification. To be acceptddsod, to be regarded as just, to be esteemediny H
as doing the right thing—this is what we ought @elswhenever we come together for worship; and in
that sense the publican, with his earnest cry fercy) was justified; that is, he was accepted bg,Ge
was regarded as one who had been made just, \heilPharisee, who stood there ostentatiously pub-
lishing his own excellences, was not justified, was accepted, was not considered a just man, ignd d
not receive from God any of the favors which Hadsustomed to give to those who rightly worship
Him in spirit and in truth.

The reason why the Pharisee did not receive thathwis the end of all worship—namely, ac-
ceptance with God, and justification in His sightasathat he reckoned himself too good to be justifie
according to his own opinion, he was altogetherrighteous a man to need God’s favor and mercy.
And | want now to speak to any of you who think yare too good to be saved. | am always preaching
to sinners, and | have had the great delight ohgemany and many a sinner taken in the gospel net,
and saved. Now | want to talk to those who arecgtgisinners except that, by way of complimentythe
acknowledge that they are. “Yes,” they say, “We altesinners;” and if they go to church, they say,
“Lord, have mercy upon us miserable sinners;” gétthe while, they neither look miserable, nor are
they really conscious that they are sinners insigat of God, and already under condemnation. ltwan
to speak especially to this class of persons.dtgseat pity that it should be so, yet there aa@yrpeo-
ple who, in their own estimation, are much too gtmtie saved, too good ever to be justified, toodgo
ever to go to heaven. There may be some such ehsre; if so, may God the Holy Spirit bless to
them what | have to say in Christ's name!

I. My first remark is that THERE STILL ARE SUCH PERSGMS THIS PHARISEE.

There are still in the world many persons whahigir own opinion, are too good to be justifiedy to
good to be saved; and they come to this conditecause they compare themselves with otférs.
Pharisee said, “God, | thank You, that | am nobvther men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterergven
as this publican.” He felt himself to be quite ansa@ompared with the publican; he went up many de-
grees in his own estimation when he thought of véhaicked extortioner that publican had been; and
he remembered someone who had been an adultedeanather person who had been unjust, and con-
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trasting himself with these people, he felt thawwas the most respectable individual whom he kreew,
man to be held in very high esteem. He felt thatl Goght to be thanked for making such a man; and if
nobody else would do it, he would do it himselft tfbat was a duty which ought to be discharged at
once. So remarkable a specimen of human excellemget not to be left on the face of the earth, un-
gratefully forgotten by men; and as many of thechsiem to forget him, and not to see his excelence
he would himself bless God that there was, at atg;, one person in the world who was all he ought t
be, if not a little more. He reckoned himself todmegood because he compared himself with other men

My dear hearer, are you very good by the samedsarteasurement? Are you superlatively excel-
lent because you judge yourself by a similar stedRldf so, let me ask you kindly to make use ot tha
standard in another way by comparing yourself,witlh those whom you regard as your inferiors, but
with those whom you must own to be your superi¥@u have surely read some biographies of really
devout, earnest, holy, consecrated men, whose hine exceeds yours in all that is of true worth; s
if you will look up instead of looking down, | thinyou will soon begin to say, “Ah! | am far short o
their standard; | am nothing like those men weraml not living such a careful, prayerful, watchful,
self-denying, consecrated life as they lived.” ties thought take a little of the conceit out ofuyo
Begin to think that you are not quite as good as thought you were, and it may do you some service,
if you meditate for a while upon that fact. “Buigbu say, “We cannot all be expected to come up to
their standard.” Ah! But you are expected to dd,thad a great deal more; for, if you are goindpéo
justified by your works, you will have to go far@le their standard. The true standard by whichareu
to measure yourself is not even the most saintlhefsaints, nor the most devoted of the martyds an
confessors. The standard for any man who wouldaledsby his own righteousness is God’s holy law.
Listen to it: “You shall love the Lord your God Wwigll your heart, and with all your soul, and waih
your strength, and with all your mind; and yourgidior as yourself.” Have you come anywhere near
that standard? | am sure you have not; you halenfé&r short of what God demands of you, so what
does it matter though you say, “I am better thamespeople are”? You are evidently worse than others
are, and you are much worse—infinitely worse—than gught to be; and the perfect law of God, if
you are to be justified by it, requires a perfelbedience to all its commands, and that you canrneve
render. O dear sirs, you are laboring under ablermistake; you are, in your own judgment, superla
tively good, but you come to that conclusion onyycdomparing yourselves among yourselves, a process
which, as the apostle Paul tells us, is “not widdeasure yourselves by the law of God, and you will
shrink into nothing at once if you are a man ofdwm@and wisdom, and sense.

There are some who think themselves much too ¢gmbeé justified by God, and they are under that
delusionbecause they have set one duty above andtisten to this Pharisee’s boast: “| fast twice in
the week.” Among the Pharisees of our Lord’s ddyelleve that Monday and Thursday were the regu-
lar fast days; | have heard that, among certainamoBharisees, Friday is the appointed time fdirfgs
but that is a matter about which | do not know mulie Pharisee evidently felt that it was a most im
portant thing to fast twice in the week, and theradlded, “I give tithes of all that | possess.” ifEheere
certain tithes that were demanded by God’s law,Heuseems to imply that he did more than was re-
quired of him, for he gave tithes of all that hel lkaming in. | daresay that, like the rest of thaifsees,
he had tithed the “mint, and anise, and cumin;bpldy, altogether, it did not amount to much, amd i
comparison with “the weightier matters of the lawdgment, mercy, and faith,” which he had omitted,
it was as nothing at all; but he was very caredupay the tithe of his mint, and anise, and cuhmat
might have been to his credit if he had not sepitas being the chief and main thing, to be puhe
front, the choice article to be exhibited in thendow, to let everybody see what a remarkably eaoell
person he was: “| fast twice in the week, | givibds of all that | possess.” He did not say anghin
about the widows’ houses that he had devouredalpout the pretense and hypocrisy that lurked behind
his long prayers; he did not say anything abouiphide and his contempt for his fellow men, whieh h
even dared to express in what he called his prajersbut he brought certain other things to ttoafy
out of all true proportion, and then he felt hiniselbe wonderfully good.

Well, now, we know some persons who are most eggul their attendance at a place of worship.
Perhaps someone asks, “Is not that a good thingnéoto do?” Yes, it is an excellent thing; but | et
say much about it if you give short weight in yamop, or if you tell lies in your home, or anywhere
else, or if you are living an unchaste life. Thare other things to be thought of besides goirgyreet-
ing on Sunday. “Oh! But we have been baptized,vaadake the communion.” Yes, | know you do; and
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it is a very important thing that you should dafsgou are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, iiydu
are really living as true believers should live.t Buyou put any religious ceremony to the frontda
omit the more vital matters, it will not do.

Then you know there are some persons who say,|;"\8lel | was baptized as an infant, | was con-
firmed by the bishop, | have always attended threspahurch; | give my guinea to every contributibn
have family prayer, | have—I hardly like to say havany good things | have.” Just so; that is the way
with some people, they put a certain set of duties the front, while other duties are neglecteal] a
they bring to God one duty blood-red with the muardkeanother. There are some who have given to
God what they have gained by lying and trickeryhiair business, or they have given to God what they
have ground out of the bones and marrow of the.dedt not often so? But it is not to be expedteat
God will accept either ourselves or our offeringsduse we choose to put one set of external dotees
the front, and then say, “We are superlatively gotids a dreadful delusion; may God save you from
it, my friend, if you are under it! Remember thdéeson words of the Lord Jesus upon this very point:
“These ought you to have done, and not to leavettner undone.”

There are also some persons who reckon themsias very goodecause they conceive them-
selves to have done almost more than they oddjietre is one family of the “Good-enoughs” and there
is another family of the “Too-goods.” They are doss| believe; certainly, they are very closeliate
ed. This Pharisee belonged to the family of thed“§oods.” | have already reminded you that he said,
“| fast twice in the week.” Now, according to tren of the Jews, they were to fast once in the y&ar;
this man gave a hundred days for one, for he fasta in the week. They were to give a tithe df th
produce of their land; but he did more than that.gdid, “I give tithes of all that | possess; syréhere
is a balance to my credit. If | do fall short anyesb, 1 have gone over the mark in some other things
and have done more than was required of me.” Atas!often the characteristic of hypocrites thHagy
overdo one part and underdo another. Remembestitikihg simile in Hosea 7:8—“Ephraim is a cake
not turned.” What happens to a cake that is note® Why, it is done too much on one side, angl it i
not done on the other. It is burnt black upon thal€ on one side, and the other side is doughagst
was when it was put down to bake. How many theeewdro keep always looking at their burnt side!
“Oh!” they cry, “we are baked, and more than bak&es, but look at the other side of you, which God
also sees; there, you are underdone. Oh, that ghktiave sense enough to look at ourselves inea tru
light, and to see the whole of ourselves; for thenfoolish self-righteousness would soon vanish!

Let me speak to these very good people a littigéo. This Pharisee, though he was so very good in
his own esteem, could not be justifidgskcause he did not pragomeone asks, perhaps, “Did he not
pray?” No; ne went up to the temple to pray, butlitenot pray. There was not a word of prayer In al
that he said. And you, my friend, may have knelwd@very morning and every evening since you were
a child, and yet never have prayed, for prayenasspeaking of a poverty-stricken heart to a richl-&
the actual asking of something from God—but youehaot felt that you needed anything from Him, so
you have not asked for it. You have never criedadwtour heart unto the Lord; you have utteredra ce
tain form of words, and that has been the end. &fau may say your prayers everyday till you died a
yet never have prayed at all. How could this Plearisxpect that he should be saved when he had never
prayed?

And, next,he did not love his fellow meand it is a rule with God that, if we love not dallows,
we shall not have His love. If we forgive not ourireg brother, neither will the Lord forgive us. i§h
Pharisee did not love his brother; he put all thet ©of mankind into one bundle, and he said, “God,
thank you that | am not as other men"—the wholeofdhem. He himself stood there alone; he was the
one man for whom God was to be thanked. He didawat his fellows, or else he would have thought
better of them, and he would not have put thend@iNn as unworthy to be associated with himself, nor
would he have set himself up above them all. Sigcize did not love that publican; he was horfie
to find him standing so near him, and he utterednen the house of God, a contemptuous expression
concerning his fellow sinner. How could God senth@an home justified when he was unloving, and
without sympathy for his fellow man?

Notice, also, thathis Pharisee did not ask for merdyok again at his pretended prayer; there is not
anything in it concerning mercy. He said, “Godhdik you,” but he did not cry, “Give me mercy; gran
me forgiveness; pardon all my transgressions aggins” There was not a word of petition or supglic
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tion; then how should God give the man that whiembaver asked for? How should He bestow justifica-
tion on one who never sought it?

Perhaps the most fatal flaw of all was tttere was no reference to an atonement in his d®vot
He said, “God, | thank You, that | am not as otimen are;” but there was no plea that the atonement
offered on the altar might avail for him. Yet, dasgwn in the poor publican’s prayer, there liesaln-
sion to the propitiation or mercy seat. The penitag, “God be merciful to me a sinner,” has inhé
veiled thought of the great propitiatory sacrifibeit how shall God hear the prayer of the man wiesd
not plead the blood of Jesus, nor make any mewfidtis great sacrifice for sin? The Pharisee was to
good altogether in his own esteem, so he was stifigd; | wonder whether there are any such people
here.

Il. Secondly and but briefly, let me say, concerninghspersons as this Pharisee, that THEY CAN-
NOT BE JUSTIFIED.

| can support my statement by the following reasdiirst,for God to justify them, would be to dis-
honor Himself by putting Himself in the place adebtor to themand that can never be the case. This
man as good as pleaded, if he pleaded at allGbdtshould accept and justify him because he had no
done certain things, but he had done other thithgsefore God was, as it were, indebted to hinhfsr
extraordinary excellence. But man, woman, do yaoktthat God will ever be debtor to you? Will you
dare to stand before your Maker, and talk to Hinf geu had some merits of your own which deserved
commendation from Him? Probably you would not dagt in so many words; but there are many who
are practically saying as much as that. They kgirest the doctrine of election, for instance. Thay
that, for God to save one person, and not anothevrong, for they have as much claim upon Him as
others have, which is true, for they have no clainall, just as others have none at all. Yet theny
opposition to God’s exercise of His sovereign rghitoves that, deep down in their hearts, theyebeli
they have some claim upon Him, and that God i®messense their debtor. But, dear friends, you can
never be justified while you talk or act in suctvay as that. God will freely give heaven itself gnde
will give His own Son as the free gift of His grateit He will have no dealings with you if you tkin
you have any claims upon Him. Claims upon Him? \dhes, who deserved long ago to have been cast
into hell, how can you talk about your own meritsen you appear before the infinitely holy God?

Further, God cannot justify these self-righteoesebecause, if He did, it would be as good as
saying that Christ's atonement was needlésyou can go to heaven by your own works, why did
Christ die? If you can get there by fasting, aralypr, and by religious observances, and moralites)
yonder cross with Christ upon it was a superflaityl a mistake. There was no need for any planlof sa
vation, and no need of an atonement by blood,fiér all, men might be good enough to save them-
selves. But we know that there is no salvationtajpam Christ’s atoning sacrifice; so God canndtiu
fy the self-righteous when, in order to do so, Hauld have to cast a slur upon His own wisdom, and
upon His own well-beloved Son. You good people, who are too good to be saved—I mean, too
good in your own esteem—you cannot be justified.

Further, if God were to justify those who are ltkés Pharisee was, He would égher making two
ways to heaven or else shutting sinners ¥ou see, dear friends, God must shut the sinndr# the
door into heaven is only for the good, or else Hesthmake a special entrance for the gentlefolkila |
private door where qualified people can go in bgspnting tickets describing their own merits. Biut,
that were to be the case, we should have to géitile altered, for this blessed Book tells us tihatre
is only one way of salvation, and the Lord JesusSEHimself says that He is the way. The Biblesay
that there is only one foundation, and that “otteemdation can no man lay than that is laid, whih
Jesus Christ.” The apostle Peter, speaking touleesrand elders of Israel, said, “This is the statich
was set at naught of you builders, which is bectimehead of the corner. Neither is there salvaition
any other: for there is none other name under legixen among men, whereby we must be saved.”
Suppose that sinners are to be saved partly bysiamkl partly by grace, then what is to become of
those who have no good works to plead? Shall tleelp&t? No; yet, if they are to be saved, they must
be saved by grace alone. Then there must be twe t@agave men; some by grace—that is the way for
sinners; some by grace and works—that is the wayegpectable people like some of you. Then we
should have two gates to heaven; and if two, whytwenty? And then, at last, it would come to this,
that we might have twenty thousand different waykdaven. | have seen a book entitled “Every Man’s
Own Lawyer,” and we might in time have another bapkn the subject, “Every Man His Own Savior.”
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That is what it would practically come to at lgshiere was more than one way of salvation. Big ot
so, and never shall be so. There is one way o&satvfor all who come to God, and that is by farth
Jesus Christ; and if you will not walk in this r@asr way, if you are too good to travel along thigpm
path, you shall perish in your accursed self-rightmess. Accursed indeed it is, for it has shutimul
tudes out of all hope of mercy, because they hHaweght themselves too good to be saved.

If the self-righteous are to be saved, we muslr dhie Bible in other places besides those | have
qguoted. Our Lord Jesus Christ said, “They thatvatele need not a physician; but they that are dick.
came not to call the righteous, but sinners tomtpee.” You must strike that passage out, andoso y
must the reference to “Him that justifies the ungddt must no longer be said, “Blessed is he wdos
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is coveredf’we shall have to make David say, “Blessed is he
who has never sinned at all, but whose merits deseternal life.” Poor David himself would have
come off badly under such a rule.

You will also have to alter the church as welltlas Bible. | must go out, and most of my brethren
and sisters will have to go out, for we shall netdble to get along with such good people as yeu ar
We have all been sinners, and God has had meray ugaand we love Him much because He has for-
given us much; and when you self-righteous folk eadm you will not like to associate with us; and
when we pray, “God be merciful to me a sinner,” yall feel ashamed of us. Yet, mark you, the church
will not be altered in order to please you.

If it were, we would also have to alter many of dest hymns. We could not sing the hymns we
have sung this evening. “Rock of Ages” also wougtdrto go, for we should feel that Toplady made a
mistake when he wrote it; and “Jesu, Lover of MylSownvould have to follow it. If this is the rightys-
tem, if the good people are to come to Christ whthir own goodness, and to be saved because they ar
S0 good, then what is to become of the whole oftbymn-Book? Why, everything will be turned up-
side down; but mark this, the turning upside dowh @ome in another way. It is you self-righteous
ones who will be turned upside down; and if youl wilntinue to be deluded, and to believe a lie, you
will have to suffer for it. | pray that God, in Hisercy, may abase you now with true humility, aay |
you low at the feet of Jesus; for, if not, you viillve to be abased at the coming of the Lord,andty
when He shall judge all things according to infdéi truth; and your fancied righteousness will then
melt away like hoar-frost at the rising of the sangd you will cry out in despair, “Woe is me! W i
me! | thought myself good and excellent; but noami cast out, while sinners, whom | despised, are
brought in to feast on His wondrous mercy forevamrio

[Il. Now I shall conclude by observing, concerning theseple who are, in their own esteem, too
good to be justified by grace, and who do not tloeeeseek God’s grace, that IT IS MOST FITTING
THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE JUSTIFIED.

I will tell you why it is most fitting; and, firstboecause it is taking them on their own standifg.
man ought never to object to be taken at his ownati@n. | once had an experience which may illus-
trate the way in which God will deal with men whie dike this Pharisee. There came to me a gentle-
man—a very great gentleman—who wished to beconadest of the College. He told me that, in all
probability, | had never had such a remarkablegeas he was offering himself as a student. Ofssgur
| was amazed, and deeply gratified. | asked hinvhat way he could display his genius, and he rdplie
that he had been studying for the ministry for mgegrs, that he was most fluent and eloquent, and
that, if | liked, he would preach me a sermon am $pot upon any subject that | chose to give him. |
said, “No, | do not think that | could listen tsarmon from you just now, for | have a good marheot
people waiting to see me.” He went on to tell meuwtkhis wonderful attainments, but | stopped him,
and said, “I must decline your application.” “Buhy®?” he asked. “Well,” | answered, “we have no such
men as you are in the College; we have none of gout” “Well, then,” he said, “it is time you h&d.
So | told him that the tutors were very ordinarytsy persons; and, according to his own accouat, h
knew very much more than they did, to begin witig dalso said that the President of the College wa
a still more ordinary person, and that, considetmgway in which | was confounded by his dazzling
genius in that short conversation, | really mustlide him. It was not possible that we should bie &b
get on together, for there was nothing that hecctedrn, as he knew everything already, so there wa
no need for him to become a student with us.

You may imagine his surprise because | took hinhignrown footing. He showed himself off to be
such a remarkably wonderful man that all | couldl f@as, “I can read you through and through, and
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understand what a fool you are.” | did not tell hsm but | met him on his own ground, and told him
that he was much too good for me to receive ingoGbllege. | believe it was right that he shouldsbe
answered, for Solomon said, “Answer a fool accaydm his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.
And, oh, how grimly and solemnly will God, at thest, answer every self-righteous fool according to
his folly—"You say that you did not sin as that pjoan did. No; and, therefore, you did not repent a
that publican did. Christ came into the world teesginners; but, according to your own declaration,
you are not one of them, so He did not come to gave He has shed His blood to wash the filthy; but
you say that you are not filthy, so you shall ndwemwashed, you shall forever remain as you areis T
will be one way of letting the self-righteous seavhGod does laugh at the calamity of those who have
despised His mercy, and does mock when their felares. All their self-righteousness was a mocking
and a laughing at Christ, and His precious blood, @& free grace and the gospel; so the time wilie
when they will hear another kind of laugh, andiit e but fitting that they should.

It is fitting that the self-righteous should nat justified, and they themselves cannot wondet, at i
becausdahey know that they are unwilling to accept thepgbsThey cannot wonder that they do not
have its blessings, for they do not like its terifisere are some of you, | fear, who are not williag
make a confession of your sin; you say that yomatovish to be saved by charity, to be delivereanfr
going down to the pit by the sovereign, unmeritealcg of God; you must have a hand in the matter
somehow, for you have some claim upon God, yowkthiell, then, do you wonder that what you will
not receive is denied you? They who shut their eyast not marvel if the sun seems no more to shine
for them. When men will not hear, they must notsheprised if the voice ceases to speak. Take heed
unto yourselves, you who are trusting in your owghteousness, lest God, taking you at your word, an
seeing you unwilling to accept the blood and rightness of Christ, may justly give you over to geri
in your sin.

What an awful sight that will bea-man everlastingly a martyr to his own prid&ten the demons
in hell might ask, “Why did that man come to haVas he unjust?” No. “Was he an extortioner?” No.
“Was he an adulterer?” No. “Then, why did he coneee®” Because he would not go to heaven by
grace. He thanked God that he was not as otherangerbut he has not much to thank God for now, for
he finds himself cast out while many of the otheamnmwhom he despised, are saved. “But why did he
go to hell?” Only to keep up his own pride, to hdne own way, and not to bow his neck to Christ's
righteous rule. When a man sacrifices his lifeHisr country, when a man loses his life on behabadf
ence—above all, when a man is burned to death dar &d for the truth, I can honor him; but when a
man loses his soul for the sake of his pride, angatl men may well cover him with everlasting con-
tempt. O sirs, | pray you, if pride is keeping yout of heaven, give it up, and cast yourselves datvn
Jesus’ feet! The old fable tells us of a fox thateeed into a vineyard by a very small hole. He wery
thin then, but he ate so many of the grapes thgtéwe to be twice his former size, and could ndtoye
again; and there he would have been caught anebkilie had grown too big to make his escape, so
there was nothing for him to do but to starve hindewn to his former size, and so get out to aelaf
safety. And if you have made yourselves so big withr own righteousness that you cannot get through
that strait and narrow way of yielding to Chrishdatrusting Him, and obeying Him, then you must
shrink and starve yourself down to this size. lyp@od speedily to bring you down to it till you,oto
shall be a bankrupt sinner, an emptied sinnernd@mned sinner, and then shall just look to Clugst
on the cross, and live, for—

“There is life for a look at the Crucified One,

There is life at this moment for you,"—
if you will but look there for it. But if you willook only to yourself for it, you will perish in yw iniqui-
ty, and your blood will be upon your own head. Geks this word to all whom it concerns, for Jesus’
sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
LUKE 18:1-14.

Verse 1.And He spoke a parable unto them to this end, et ought always to pray, and not to
faint;
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“Not to faint” in their expectation of answers teetr supplications, and therefore give up prayat; b
to persevere in presenting their petitions at kinerte of grace, because prayer is never lost |ah@re
may be a time during which God does not appeanswar prayer, but He will ultimately answer it;
therefore, “men ought always to pray, and not totfan prayer. If they do not pray, they will faim
many ways. Their courage will faint. All their hope to the future will faint, and fall into a desstoon
as it were. So, dear friends, you have your chbetereen praying and fainting. The doctrine our &avi
laid down was “that men ought always to pray, aottao faint;” and this is the parable which He teth
in illustration of that truth:—

2. Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared@od, neither regarded man:

He was a most unfit person to be a judge, as nraastern cities still are. They are ready enough
to take bribes, but they are not so prompt in gyirst judgments. They generally attend to therirss
of the rich and the powerful, but neglect the pawd needy. So was it with this judge, who “fearetl n
God, neither regarded man.”

3. And there was a widow in that city; and she cante tim, saying, Avenge me of my adversary.

Probably someone had come, and taken away frorthédittle bit of land that her husband had left
her, upon the produce of which she and the childnéght have lived; and she could not get it back
again. So she comes to the judge, and cries, “Avemg of my adversary.”

4. And he would not for a while:—

He had plenty of applicants who could pay him dtian this poor woman could, so he disregarded
her petition; but he little knew that, in her, reedhio deal with a woman who meant to be heard wdra
intended to press her suit until she won it. She &adently a very determined character. Thougtoa b
ken-hearted widow, yet she was not broken-spigtesh though the judge refused, for a while, tonaktte
to her plea.

4, 5.But afterward he said within himself, Though | feat God, nor regard man; yet because this
widow troubles me, | will avenge her, lest by hemtcmual coming she weary me.

She came again, and again, and again, and againyaid not leave off coming, for she meant to
have the justice she sought, and she did get iv, Nlmat is the way to pray, as if we would even iyea
God with our supplications, though we can nevesdolt is impossible to weary Him with earnest be-
lieving entreaties, yet we must show the same ohet@tion in prayer which this importunate widow
manifested while pleading with the unjust judge.

6. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge says.

He is unjust, but he is obliged to be just now.islbard-hearted, but he is compelled to yield. The
widow has conquered him, not by her money, butdayitmportunity. She is there so often that she-trou
bles him, and he says he must give in, and granteest.

7. And shall not God avenge His own elect, which ey and night unto Him, though He bear long
with them?

He may seem to be slow about it; but when His peopy to Him, He will hear them ultimately if
He does not at once. Do not imagine that the amldf God will always be laughed at, and downtrod-
den. God will yet arise, and take their side. Theay be pushed into a comer for a while, but the}l sh
come out into a large room in due season, for Gilccertainly avenge His own elect.

8. | tell you that He will avenge them speedily. N&wdess when the Son of man comes, shall He
find faith on the earth?

If anybody could find it, He would, for He creaiésll, and He knows where to look for it; yet ther
is so little of it that even He, whose eyes careclethe faith that is as small as a grain of mdssaed,
can scarcely find it. There is all too little réaith in the world; and those who think they havestnof
it, when they get into troubled waters, soon fineyt have not any to spare, and much that they titoug
was faith does not turn out to be so. O men, beethiathers, how little do we trust our God comgare
with what He deserves!

9, 10.And He spoke this parable unto certain which trdstethemselves that they were righteous,
and despised others: Two men went up into the eetopgray;

They were both alike in going up to the temple,thely were very different in coming back from the
temple. It is a very important thing to come to bHmise of God in a right state of heart; and & ill
better thing to go away from the Lord’s house sebfnefited and improved. These two men went up to
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the temple with the same objective; each of themtwlgere “to pray.” Both intended to pray, though
they did not both do so; yet that was their ostdasobject.

10.The one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.

A tax-gatherer, one of the most hated people ins€arday, because none but the lowest class of
Jews would collect taxes for the Romans; and, gsneral rule, they farmed the taxes, and greatly in
creased them by demanding of the people much nhare was due. They were therefore held in the
worst possible repute. | am not sure that tax-getseare the objects of much love anywhere; but,
among the Jews, they were detested because theycolécting tribute for the Romans whom the con-
guered nation abhorred.

11. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himseldl, Gthank You, that 1 am not as other men
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or eventas publican.

So it is evident that he noticed one person whottvae, though | do not find that the publican took
any notice of him. We can tell by this remark ttieg mind of the Pharisee was wandering from his sup
posed devotions. It is a bad sign in a so-calletshipper when he knows a great deal about other peo
ple who are in the Lord’s house. | have known mpagple, whose recollection, after a sermon, has
been quite as much about who was there, and whauetathere, as it has been about what was in the
sermon, and what was not in it. So this Pharisegés went gadding about, and he spied out the poor
publican; but, after a contemptuous reference no, hie returned to the catalog of his own virtued an
excellences:—

12.1 fast twice in the week, | give tithes of all tha@bssess.

There his prayer ended, and he stood in a mosabkelevstate of contentment, delighted with himself,
lost in the contemplation of his own ineffable pyri think | see him in all his glory, yet | quilgkturn
to the other part of the temple, further away fribv@ most sacred place, for there | behold the wroe
shipper.

13. And the publican, standing afar off,—

Not afar off from the Pharisee only, but afar afirh the sacred shrine, the innermost temple, as if
unworthy to be there at all: “the publican, staigdafar off,”—

13.Would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven,—

That throne of the Highest—as if even a glance flosnunholy eyes might defile that sacred place.
He bowed his eyes downward, as if to read in tin e¢lae record of his sin; he did not dare to lopk—

13.But smote upon his breast,—

His heart smote him, and he smote upon his heart—

13, 14.Saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. | tell yibis man went down to his house justified
rather than the other: for every one that exaltm$elf shall be abased; and he that humbles himself
shall be exalted.

The great Lord and Master acts as He would havdrbisservants do. It was said of some of them
that they turned the world upside down, and thaxiactly what He does. He abases those who exalt
themselves, and He exalts those who abase themseéledifts up the lowly, and casts down them of
high degree in their own estimation; and so shaleito the end of the world.
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