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[Just ten years before he also fell asleep in Jefus

“Some are fallen asleep.”
1 Corinthians 15:6.

WRITING concerning the brethren who had seen thel Uesus Christ after His resurrection and of
whom “above five hundred” were present at one tiR@,l said that, at the date when he was writing
this Epistle, “the greater part” remained aliveut;b he added, “some are fallen asleep.”

We might have thought that God, in great mercylldidhvave preserved the lives of those five hun-
dred brethren to an extreme old age, that, in epary of the globe, there might be extant, as lasg
possible, someone who would be able to say, “I loetiee Son of God when He was upon the earth. |
heard Him preach. | saw Him die on the cross, &ed i looked upon Him again after He had risen
from the grave;” for every one of these witnessas worth his weight in gold to the Christian redigi
Wherever such a man lived, he would have been,ruheeblessing of God, the means of convincing
many people of the truth of our glorious faith. Ya@¢ar friends, it does not appear that these uiaéé
brethren were spared by the shafts of death. Thé@sesses of Christ’s resurrection died as othen me
did. They had no immunity from death, and no extertd age was granted to them, for the apostle,
writing not so very long after the event, said, fif@&oare fallen asleep.”

From this fact, | gather that lives, which apptaus to be extremely necessary, may not be so re-
garded by God. Your own observation will, | am suwrgree with mine, that the Lord sometimes takes
from us those whom we can least spare. Those, etimead to be the pillars of the church, have been
suddenly removed. The fathers among us, those abve lbeen the bravest confessors of the faith,eor th
most useful servants of the Savior, have beendtalleay. This should teach us—if we are wise enough
to learn the lesson—to regard the most invaluablegn in our own Israel as being only lent to us by
the Lord, for a season, and liable to be summoadtigher service at any moment. Possibly, God takes
some men away from us because we think them ak$phedful. He will not let us trust in an arm of
flesh; and if He is so condescending as to use hugebleness, and then we go and confide in the fee
bleness, and suppose that God’s strength is tigd itpin secret jealousy He removes the instrusien
that He has used, that men may learn not to giotlgair fellow men, or to make idols out of theinrs-
tian brethren and fathers.

It is probable that these witnesses of Christssinection enjoyed a large measure of reverence fro
the members of the Christian Church. Had they lived/ long, they might have been regarded with a
superstitious and almost idolatrous reverence. iBthded that His Church should increasingly liye b
faith, not by sight; so, while she was in her irtiatde gave her the prop of miracles and also tipe su
port of living witnesses; but when she had somewi@eased in strength, He no longer gave the power
to work miracles, but left her to rest upon His Waione; and as she further progressed, He, iwa fe
years, took away the earthly witnesses of Chrigésand death, and resurrection, that the EteBmal-
it, working through the Word, might stand, to a&hé, as the living and unfailing Witness of thet fdmat
Jesus lived, and died, and “rose again the thiydadgaording to the Scriptures.”

The lesson for us all to learn is just this, letnot set too much store by any of God’s servaamtd;
especially, let us never reckon that we are esadetatithe carrying on of His work. The fly upon the
chariot wheel was easily to be dispensed with,samdre we. Like shadows we have come; like shadows
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we shall go. We may be missed; | hope we shalivalso that many will miss us when we are goné; bu
they will brush their tears away, and both the @ahd the Church—and especially the Church—wiill
continue to go on without us. While Jesus livespaxer may die, we shall never have to say, “My fa-
ther, my father, the chariot of Israel, and theskaren thereof;” but still shall the Church of Gamlf-

ish and increase, for the Spirit of God is with.her

Paul wrote, “Some are fallen asleep.” Of courfigha witnesses, who saw Christ personally, have
long ago fallen asleep; but, among ourselves,atdss true that “some are fallen asleep;” and i tis
impressed upon us more and more forcibly every wieekver expect now to come to this place, on two
succeeding Sabbaths, without hearing that som@woather of our friends has departed. Our death-rat
for many years, has been wonderfully small, for Gedms to have favored us by sparing us to one an-
other. We must not forget that, in past days, nodreur number were young than is the case with us
now; and as we all march onwards towards the iablatriver, the deaths will naturally be more numer
ous among us than they have been. They are begitmioe so already, and | am continually hearing of
one or another of our most useful brethren orisdieing “called home.” AlImost every day, this frig
impressed upon me: “Some are fallen asleep.” | ssgphat, all the year round, almost as regulasly a
the clock ticks, about two a week of our church rhers, beside others out of the congregation, &re ta
en up to dwell in the Master’s presence. So myestiljoncerns us just as much as it did those ofrwho
and to whom the apostle wrote.

I. Now, coming to the text, I call your attention,stirto THE FIGURE USED HERE: “Some are
fallen asleep.”

In the heathen part of the catacombs of Romeing@iptions over the place where their dead were
buried are full of lamentation and despair. Inddébd,writers of those inscriptions do not appedraoee
been able to find words in which they could expithesr great distress, their agony of heart, atitiss
of child, or husband, or friend. They pile the mduf words together, to try to describe their grief
Sometimes, they declare that the light has goma treeir sky now their dear ones are taken from them
“Alas! Alas!” says the record, “dear Caius has garel with him all joy is quenched forever, fohid
see him no more.” Heathenism is hopeless to afiond comfort to the bereaved. But when you come
into that part of the catacombs which was devote@Hristian sepulture, everything is different. fiche
you may constantly read these consoling words, sldeps in peace.” There is nothing dreadful or des-
pairing in the inscriptions there; they are submessthey are cheerful, they are even thankfulydient-
ly, they are victorious, and the most common emhbkermnot the quenched torch, as it is on the heathen
side, where the light is supposed to have gondanever—but the palm branch, to signify that the-vi
tory remains eternally with the departed one. thiesglory of the Christian religion to have lgjht into
the sepulcher, to have taken the sting away froathdexnd, in fact, to have made it no more death to
die.

The figure here used is that of falling asleemeascribes first the act, and then the state: “Sarae
fallen asleep.” That is the act of death. Haviniefaasleep, they remain so; that is the stateeattd
For a Christian to die is, according to Scriptuag, act of the most natural kindbr it is but to fall
asleep. What that act really is, in its literal meg, | cannot fully explain to you, though | kndwy
long personal experience; and all of you know, aildsoon know again if you are permitted to fall
asleep tonight and to wake in the morning. Yet yeuer knew exactly when you went to sleep. You
have often wanted to go to sleep, but you could awad, probably nobody has ever gone to sleep while
he has tried to do so; but it is when all ideaasting slumber has gone from us that gradually a&sp
into a state of unconsciousness. Such, perhapgath;—the sinking away, and becoming unconscious
of this world, and asleep to it, though happily ®tous of another world, and sweetly awake to hiatT
is the act of falling asleep.

Then, after the act of falling asleep, which isttle comes thstate of sleep, in which rest is the
main ingredientAre believers then asleep? Yes and no. Never makeueefigin on four legs when it
was only meant to go on two. Some people, when gieéyold of a metaphor, want to make it have as
many feet as a centipede, and they seek to drasodB of parallels which were never intended to be
drawn. The fact is that the saints sleep, firsttoatheir bodies. There they lie in the cemetery-elwvh
means, the sleeping-place—till dawns the brighstlious day when those bodies shall wake again. As
for their souls, they are asleep as to this wdhdir memory and their love are things of the ptsty
are alike unknowing and unknown as far as thisheartoncerned. As to that other world, we read tha
they shall be “forever with the Lord.” Our Savi@id to the penitent thief, “Today shall you be wlille
in paradise;” and the prayer of Christ for His peopas, that we might be with Him where He is—not
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to be asleep—but to behold His glory, the glory ehhthe Father had given Him. Hence, the word
“sleep” is not to be regarded as implying thatsbals of the departed lie in a state of unconsciess.

It is nothing of the kind; it is unconsciousnesst@gshe things of time and sense, but a blessed con
sciousness as to another and a fairer and brightebetter world than this. Even while | am in tmisr-

tal state, when | am asleep, though | may be urawhanything that is happening in my bedroom, yet,
full often, in my sleep, my mind is soaring on thiegs of eagles, mounting up to heaven, or divirtg i
the depths, conscious of dreamland, and of thé $gmd, though unconscious of the present world fo
the time being.

The meaning of the term is evidently this,—as slbengs to us rest, the blessed ones, who have
fallen asleep in Christ, are perfectly at rests ldelightful for a man, who has worked very haidlay,
to forget his toils, and fall asleep. Well did Yauwrite, in hisNight Thoughtsgoncerning—

“Tired nature’s sweet restorer, balmy sleep.”
In his sleep, the prisoner in the dungeon forgetsrtanacles; the slave in the galley forgets hisdbo
age; the poor man forgets his poverty, and he whads$ the approach of danger, drinks a draugtteof t
waters of Lethe, and remembers his fears no moret\& blessing sleep is to this poor, weary frame
and to the throbbing brain! The saints in heaveretabetter rest than sleep can give, but sleéfeis
nearest word we can find to describe the statbebtessed. They have no poverty, no toil, no aigui
of spirit, no remorse, no struggling with indweglisin, no battling with foes without and fears with
“They rest from their labors, and their works ddidev them.” Oh, what a sweet thing to fall asledp,
this be what it is—to enjoy perfect repose, antiddoeyond the reach of all influences which malee li
here to be so sorrowful! “Some are fallen asleépat is, they have entered into their rest.

By falling asleep, again, is meansiate of securityThe man who is in the battle may be wounded,
and may die; but he who has gone up to his chatolseep is supposedly there to be at peace, and ou
of the reach of danger, though that is not alwagsdase. But, in those heavenly chambers where the
Lord shall hide away His people, they shall be gty secure. They will never have to keep watch
against “the arrow that flies by day,” or, “the plesice that walks in darkness.” They are out aighot
of the enemy. As Dr. Payson said, when he was dyirfge battle is fought;” so is it with them, thatb
tle is fought, and the victory is won forever. Téfere have they ascended to the hilltops of glang to
the chambers of eternal rest; and there they sidgle we still struggle hand to hand with the enemy
with many a deadly thrust, and many an ugly wo@at be praised that there is a place of safetglfor
the soldiers of the cross! “Some are fallen asfespd so shall we, in due time, if we are fightungder
the banner of Emmanuel, God with us.

Now let us learn, from this figure of falling asfg a little about death; and, especially, about a
Christian’s death. | learn from it, first, thifie act is not a painful one, nor even a disagrézabe.As |
have said before, | cannot really tell what fallegleep is, for in the very act we ourselves pasob
the consciousness of it; but, as far as one hashedtchildren falling asleep, there certainly isame
pearance of any pain, for usually they drop of istumber very happily, and that is how God’s peopl
shall do when they fall asleep in Jesus. Do noanetgour departure out of the world as a thingeo b
surrounded with horror; do not conjure up hobgahliand evil spirits, and darkness, and terror. “The
valley of the shadow of death,” of which David sppk do not think was ever meant to be applied to
dying, for it is a valley that he walks throughgdame comes out the other side of it; and it isthetval-
ley of death, but only of “the shadow of deathtidve walked through that valley many a time—right
through from one end of it to the other, and yhave not died. The grim shadow of something worse
than death has fallen over my spirit, but God heenbwith me, as He was with David, and His rod and
His staff have comforted me; and many here cartlgagame, and | believe that, often, those who feel
great gloom in going through “the valley of the dtv of death,” feel no gloom at all when they come
to the valley of death itself. There has generadign brightness there for the most sorrowful spiehd
those who, before going there, have groveled inding, have been enabled to mount as on eagles’
wings when they have actually come to the pladhaif departure into the future state.

The more you think this matter over, the more rtyewill it appear to you that there cannot be any
pain in death; all pain must be connected with, lifas the living who suffer. In death, we forgait
pain. That gentle touch, that divine love-pat tslaall end all pain and sorrow, is the thing whicenm
usually call death, but which the apostle rightiyi< sleep. There is nothing to be dreaded irnt ihay
be altogether unattended with pain; | believe thdk,often, it is so. To fall asleep is a very matl act,
and so it is for us to die. A little child has bgaaying in the field gathering buttercups and isisall
day long; but, at last, tired right out, he dropkeap upon his mother’s lap; what could he do b2i&®,
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though we may be unwilling to die, the time willnee when we shall have finished our life—work or
play, whichever you may please to call it—and wallstall asleep upon the bosom of our God; what
better thing could we do? There is a dear old ffiehmine, now in heaven; and when he came to this
house, one Sabbath day, | said to him, “Our okehfiti So-and-So has gone home.” The one to whom |
spoke was an old man himself, one of our most guacelders, and he looked at me in a most signifi-
cant way, and his eyes twinkled as he said, “Hddcoat do better, dear Pastor; he could not deehett
and you and | will do the same thing one of themgsdWe also shall go home!” Our aged friend, as |
told you, has himself gone home since that time, mow | may say of him, “He could not have done
better.” Why! That is where good children always ajanight—home. If they ran away, where would
they go? When our night comes, beloved childreBad, you and | also must go home; do we feel at all
afraid of such a prospect? If so, surely our laveur Heavenly Father, and to our Elder Brothed, tan
our home above, must be growing somewhat cold.

And then, againf we did not die, we would wish to do §ertainly, when people cannot sleep, that
is the very thing they crave for. There have, ppshdeen times when you have been ready to take
something which would help to keep you awake wheum lyave needed to do some special work, or to
watch over some precious sick one; but when niglws night and there has been no sleep for you,
you do not want anything to keep you awake thetybu long for sleep. “Oh, that | could sleep!” you
cry. We regard it, always, as a bad symptom wherstiiferer says, “I cannot sleep.” The discipled,sa
concerning Lazarus, “If he sleep, he shall do vwalhd they spoke wisely, although they misunderstoo
the meaning of the word sleep in that connectiowt, surely, we shall do well when we fall asleep in
Jesus. It shall become to us the most blessed thatgGod Himself can send us. Oh, if we could not
die, it would be indeed horrible! Who wants to Ibaioed to this poor life for a century or longetieiie
came to me one, of whom | may tell the story, ferididead now; and he said that if | would do s b
ding, |1 would live forever here, for he had discadea great secret by which men need never dagdl s
to him, “Sir, you seem to me like a man of seveaty] | should say that you are getting on towards
death yourself.” He replied, “Oh, no! | expect solitige rash will come out all over me, in a feways,
and then | shall be quite young again, and stairidi for another hundred years.” He told me that th
people would believe his teaching when he had Ibeee six or seven hundred years, and | answered
that | thought it was very likely that they wouldke offered to share his great secret with me, dead
man that he was; but | replied, “I would not givéwtton with the shank off to know it; why should |
want to live in this wretched penal colony forever® talked to me for some little time, and when he
found that he could make no impression on me, tswmmate his madness, he asked me to go outside
my door with him; he lifted up the knocker, andpag two or three times, saying very solemnly, “Too
late! Too late! You cannot enter now.” He said thathad shut me out of the blessing of living Here
ever; and so | said to him, “I am very much obliged/ou for doing me such a kindness.” He printed
books, and gave lectures on the subject, being fdtsuaded in his own mind that he would never die
but he has died, | knew he would, and | told himHe said it was my lack of faith which made mé tal
like that, but he himself was confident that hewdtdanever die. Oh, what an awful thing it wouldibe
that man’s fad could be a fact! Superstition dedat to be the curse upon “the wandering Jew” ieat
should never die. God be thanked that such a tilxs@ever fallen upon us! No, unless the Lord shoul
come first, we shall fall asleep in Him; and whdti@ssed thing it must be to fall asleep on theboef
Christ! The child may be afraid to be put to bedhe dark, but it never fears to fall asleep upsn i
mother’s breast; and we might dread to be laicksd out there in the cold cemetery, all alone viitio
not fear to sleep in Jesus. Such a state as thdhiag to be desired, not to be dreaded.

Il. Now let us come to our second point, THE THOUGHT®S/AKENED BY THIS FIGURE:
“Some are fallen asleep.”

First, thinking about the many that have falleleeg, let me ask-How did you treat themi? your
conscience pricks you concerning that matter, Itwan to act towards the living saints in such aywa
as you would like to have done supposing you neeerthem again. When there has been an angry
meeting or parting—when there have been hard wepmtdken,—or when there have been unkind
thoughts—when you could not enjoy true fellowshiphveome Christian friend, suppose that, the next
morning, somebody came to your house, and saichthBr So-and-So is dead,” you would feel deeply
pained to think that he had fallen asleep after lyad so treated him. People who have Kkilled thémrm
ister by their unkindness—and there have been, alasy who have done so,—those who have killed
other persons—and there have been many of thatwgba have vexed and worried other people into
their graves;—may well think, with great sorrow,0fBe are fallen asleep, but we did not treat them
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with the love and kindness we ought to have shdawemt” Think over that matter, dear friends, and see
to it that no such regrets shall be possible ta you

“Some are fallen asleep.” Thamho is to fill their place™Many have already gone from us this year,
and others keep on going. Sunday school teacheratgm will be “baptized for the dead,” by taking
their places in the ranks, and filling the gap? Ha&; you church members who are doing nothirrg fo
Christ! “Some are fallen asleep.” Let that littlensence be a clarion call to you to wake up, andcagd
occupy the vacant positions, that the work of Ghmisty know no lack in any part of His vineyard.
Wake you! Wake you! You who are asleep in anotkass, and now that so many are being taken away
from us, dig up the talent that has been wrappeal mapkin, and buried in the earth, and put ittout
blessed usury by employing it in the Master’s sevi

“Some have fallen asleeplhen you and | will also fall asleep before lottgcannot be a long while
for some of you who are getting gray or white; &yrbe a very short time for some of us who have
scarcely reached the middle of life; and even young folk may soon fall asleep, too, for | haversae
child asleep in the morning as well as at nighti sm have you. Oh! Let us not live in this worldfase
thought of staying here forever; but let us tryptolike a pious Scotch minister, who was veryaitid,
being asked by a friend whether he thought hinthgtig, answered, “Really, friend, | care not whethe
| am or not; for, if | die, | shall be with God; @nf | live, He will be with me.” There is not mudbo
choose between those two blessed states; but tetakliect, by the memory of everyone who has falle
asleep, that the time of our own departure is cgrbyand by, and it may be very soon!

But, as for those who have fallen asleep in Jesasjeed not fret or trouble ourselves about them.
To cut their faces, in token of their mourning tbe dead, was natural to the heathen; well migiy th
torture themselves in their hopeless grief, forythelieved the separation to be eternal. But asu$or
when children go upstairs to bed, do their eldeth®rs and sisters, who sit up later, gather tegetnd
cry because the other children have fallen asl@dpo! They feel that they have not lost them, and
they expect to meet again in the morning; and sweloTherefore, let us not weep and lament to exces
concerning the dear ones who are fallen asleemiisiCfor all is well with them. They are at reshall
we weep about that? They are enjoying their etdrnahph: shall we weep about that? They are ds ful
of bliss as they can possibly be: shall we weeptth@t? If any of your sons and daughters werertak
away from you to be made into kings and queensfanreagn land, you might shed a tear or two at-part
ing, but you would say, “It is for their good; lgtem go.” And do you grudge your well-beloved their
crown of glory, and all the bliss which God hastbe®d upon them? If the departed could speak to us,
they would say, “Bless God for us. Do not sit doavid mourn because we have entered into His glory;
but rather rejoice because we are with Him whereidfeTherefore, let us comfort one another with
these words.

lIl. Lastly, brethren, let us think, for just a minutetwo, of THE HOPES CONFIRMED BY THIS
FIGURE: “Some are fallen asleep.”

First, then, they are still ourdf they were really dead, we might say that we lwad them; but as
they have only fallen asleep, they are still ouverdsworth proclaimed a great truth in that sinjitée
poem of his, “We are seven.” There were some ofdhaly buried in the churchyard, but the girl Istil
declared that they were seven, and so they werky®u ever notice, concerning Job’s children, that
when God gave him twice as much substance as hédfate, he gave him only the same number of
children as he formerly had? The Lord gave him énas much gold, and twice as much of all sorts of
property, but He only gave him the exact humbecholidren that he had before. Why did He not give
the patriarch double the number of children as asgltwice the number of cattle? Why, because God
reckoned the first ones as being his still. Theyendead to Job’s eye, but they were visible to slob’
faith. God numbered them still as part of Job’sifgnand if you carefully count up how many childre
Job had, you will find that he had twice as manthim end as he had in the beginning. In the sanye wa
consider your friends who are asleep in Christtiddlsysurs—not lost, any one of them, and say ath
“Some are fallen asleep.” “Our membership has li@mished,” says somebody. Yes, it has been, ac-
cording to the church book, and the figures as @a&kon them here; but it has not really been dimin-
ished. | have, by faith, seen our brethren anérsidtying, like doves to their windows, and asdegdo
heaven from this place. Every week, some of theengaing to the land beyond the skies. My soul has
often rejoiced as | have thought of the spiritdaldren whom God has given me. | might almost claim
that great promise which was made to Abraham, “Loow toward heaven, and count the stars, if you
are able to number them: and He said unto him h&b gour seed be;” for, if they have not reachesl t
number of the stars yet, they are no more to bieorexd than are the stars. As | remember how many of
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them have already reached the better land, | dthivdt of them as lost, for they only fell asleegrdy to
wake in the presence of Jesus. Their sleeping badse shall wake again when the resurrection teaimp
sounds. No matter what has become of the partipadrcles of dust of which those bodies were com-
posed, the essence of each individual shall beepred by omnipotent power, and out of it shall rsgri
an undying body, remodeled, and fashioned like @tiast’'s glorious body, and the soul shall enter i
and that soul shall be here again at the comir@hoist, for when He shall come in His glory, thelsoa
who sleep in Jesus will He bring with Him, “theref@ again | say unto you, “comfodne another with
these words.”

This is our last thoughtive shall again meet those who have fallen aslé#p. said, “Adieu” to
them, and so committed them to God’s keeping. Vit $&ood-bye,” that is, “God be with you;” and
God has been with them. We said, “Farewell,” arey thave fared well; and we shall see how well they
have fared to be with Christ, for we shall see ttagyain. | believe that we shall know them, have com
munion with them, and shall admire Christ’'s gracghem, and that it shall be part of our heaven to
come not only “to Jesus the Mediator of the neweoawnt,” but also “to the general assembly and
church of the first-born, who are written in heaven

Now | have finished my discourse, but how farhiere any comfort to some of you in all that | have
said? Some of you work very hard: have you any lafpest in heaven? If not, | do pity you, from the
very depths of my heart. Some of you fare very haasdte you any hope of better fare with Christ¥ere
er? If not, | do indeed pity you, more than | cah. tTo go, from poverty and misery, here, to acpla
where there shall be no hope for you forever, bélldreadful indeed. If there were no hell, | coodd
endure the thought of being shut out of heaven;ttbbe with Christ, to be with the Father, to béhw
the Holy Spirit, to miss the company of gracious @mst men forever, would be a hell that might well
make men gnash their teeth in torment. Oh, may $ae@ us all through faith which is in Christ Jesus!
May we be saved tonight; and then it will not mattew soon anyone may say of us also, “They have
fallen asleep,” for all will be well with us forexeGod bless you, dear friends, for Christ’'s sakelen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
REVELATION 7:9-17; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-28; 50-58.

We will read two passages from the New Testamemgiw. The first will show us where the glori-
fied saints are, and the second will tell us whdbibecome of their bodies.

Revelation 7 Verses 9-13After this | beheld, and, lo, a great multitude,iethno man could num-
ber, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, tortjues, stood before the throne, and before timed, a
clothed with white robes, and palms in their haralsg cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvatiorotw
God which sits upon the throne, and unto the Lafma all the angels stood round about the throne,
and about the elders and the four beasts, andé&dbre the throne on their faces, and worshipped,Go
saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, thadksgiving, and honor, and power, and might be
unto our God forever and ever. Amen. And one oélthers answered, saying unto me,—

In reply, as it were, to John’s question put byvkey look of his countenance. Sometimes, the Lord
Jesus Christ gave an answer to men who had noesgokHim; and the angelic elder here followed His
example, and also in another respect imitated argl,Lby replying to the inquisitive glance of Jdbwn
asking him a question.

13-17.Who are these which are arrayed in white robes? wheénce came they? And | said unto
him, Sir, you know. And he said to me, These ag wWhich came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and matleem white in the blood of the Lamb. Thereforethey before the throne
of God, and serve Him day and night in His templed He that sits on the throne shall dwell among
them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst amyre; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of theotie shall feed them, and shall lead them untodivin
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away adirtefrom their eyes.

This is to be the future state of all those who raaeemed by the precious blood of Jesus, and to
whom the saving grace of God has come; so thateromg all who have thus fallen asleep, we sorrow
not as those without hope, for we know that alw&dl with them forever.

Now let us read a little of what the apostle Raas inspired to write with regard to the resuritcti
of the body.
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1 Corinthians 15 Verses 1, 2Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gosplictv | preached
unto you, which also you have received, and wheyein stand; by which also you are saved, if you
keep in memory what | preached unto you, unlesshgwa believed in vain.

What, then, was this gospel which Paul had preaced which the Christians in Corinth had re-
ceived—the gospel which Paul declared would saemtti they truly believed it? Was it a gospel made
up merely of doctrines? No; it was a gospel forrokfhcts.

3. For | delivered unto you first of all that whichalso received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures;

That is the first fundamental fact in the gospedtegn. Blessed is the man who believes it, and rests
his soul upon it.

4. And that He was buried and that He rose again kvl tday according to the Scriptures:

That grand fact of the resurrection of Christ frdre dead is rightly put next to His substitutionary
sacrifice, for it is the very cornerstone of ouhhfaith. It is one of the essential doctrines whinust be
received by us, for we cannot truly believe thepgbsinless we accept the great truth of Christsire
rection.

5-8. And that He was seen of Cephas—that is, Peter—etht#re twelve: after that, He was seen of
above five hundred brethren at once; of whom tleatr part remain unto this present, but some are
fallen asleep. After that, He was seen of Jame=s) tif all the apostles. And last of all He was sefen
me also, as of one born out of due time.

| suppose, brethren, that we may have persons arise will doubt whether there was ever such a
man as Julius Caesar, or Napoleon Bonaparte; aed wiey do—when all reliable history is flung to
the winds—then, but not till then, may they begmtestion whether Jesus Christ rose from the dead,
for this historical fact is attested by more witses than almost any other fact that stands ondenor
history, whether sacred or profane. The risen Ciwés seen by many persons who knew Him intimate-
ly before He died, by those who saw Him put to deahd who saw Him when He was dead. He was
seen, on various occasions, privately, by onewly by twelve, of those who had been His companions
for years; at other times, He was seen, in pulblclarge numbers who could not all have been de-
ceived. These men were so certain that this waseshdhe same Christ who had lived, and died, that,
although it was at first difficult to make them ieeke that He had risen from the dead, it was imiptess
to make them doubt it afterwards, and the major plathem died to bear witness to the fact, theyewe
martyred because they confessed that Jesus hastlinden from the dead. There is no fact in history
from the days of Adam until now, that is betteesatéd than this great central truth of the restimeof
Christ; so we accept it, and receive it gladly. IFaushes up his list of witnesses by putting hetis
down as one of them, although his conversion wahimself, such a marvelous display of divine grace
that he was like “one born out of due time.”

9-14.For | am the least of the apostles, that am nottrteebe called an apostle, because | persecut-
ed the church of God. But by the grace of God Mdmat | am: and His grace which was bestowed upon
me was not in vain; but | labored more abundantign they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which
was with me. Therefore whether it were | or theywe preach, and so you believed. Now if Christ is
preached that He rose from the dead, how say sam@n@ you that there is no resurrection of the
dead? But if there be no resurrection of the dehen is Christ not risen: and if Christ is not nise¢hen
is our preaching vain, and then your faith is alson.

It is all emptiness together. Our preaching evapesrathere is nothing left in it—unless Christ did
really rise from the dead; and your faith has nmaghin it either, you are believing in that whichoisly
vanity and nothingness unless His resurrectionaMast.

15-17.Yes,and we are found false witnesses of God; becausbawe testified of God that He
raised up Christ: whom He raised not up, if so lhat the dead rise not. For if the dead rise nogrtlis
not Christ raised: and if Christ be not raised, ydaith is vain; you are yet in your sins.

So that you cannot be a Christian if you deny gsumection of Christ. You must give up Christi-
anity altogether, and confess that your faith wats a delusion, unless you believe that JesusiGbse
from the dead, and that therefore there is a restion from the dead for the sons of men. Letitagls
be most clearly understood that what Christ ist, kha people are. There is an unbroken union betwee
the Head and the members, so that, if He liveg; like; and if He lives not, then they live not;daii
they live not, then He lives not. Jesus and thosevhom He died are so intimately joined togetineat t
they are really and truly one, and nothing can eeparate them.
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18, 19.Then they also which are fallen asleep in Chrigt perished. If in this life only we have hope
in Christ, weare of all men most miserable.

That is to say, if our hope for the future is alig we have been dreadfully deceived; and, moreo-
ver, if we could lose a hope as brilliant as theg heen to us, there would fall upon us a senkessfso
great that no one in the world could be as wretdsede should be. Besides, the apostles being alway
in jeopardy of their lives, if they were sufferipgverty, and persecution, and the fear of deatman
tyrdom, all for a lie, they were indeed of all mitwe most deluded, and the most miserable. But the C
rinthians would not admit that, neither will we.

20.But now is Christ risen from the dead, and becdmeditst fruits—

He must always come first, that in all things Heyrhave the preeminence.

20-28.0f them that slept. For since by man came deatiméy came also the resurrection of the
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christlisilhbe made alive. But every man in his own orde
Christ the first fruits; afterward they that are @$t's at His coming. Then comes the end, whenhad s
have delivered up the kingdom to God, even thedfathhen He shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power. For He must reign, till He hat all enemies under His feet. The last enemty tha
shall be destroyed is death. For He has put aldliunder His feet. But when He says all thingspaite
under Him, it is manifest that He is excepted, widd put all things under Him. And when all things
shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son ldistself be subject unto Him that put all things end
Him, that God may be all in all.

The mediatorial person of Christ, as God-man, di@aN before the eternal majesty of the Godhead:
“that God may be all in all.”

Now we will finish our reading with just a few \8&s at the close of the chapter.

50, 51.Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood a@nnherit the kingdom of God; neither
does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, | sihoou a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but wdlsha
all be changed,

We shall not all die, some will be alive when Chdemes to this earth, again; “but we shall all be
changed,” if not by the process of death and restion, yet by some other means.

52.In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the tasmp: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shalchanged.

Somehow or other, such a change as this must take pefore we can enter heaven, for “flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.”

53-58. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, atitis mortal must put on immortality. So
when this corruptible shall have put on incorrupti@nd this mortal shall have put on immortalityen
shall be brought to pass the saying that is writieeath is swallowed up in victory. O death, whisre
your sting? O grave, where is your victory? Thagtf death is sin; and the strength of sin isldve.

But thanks be to God, which gives us the victorguph our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be you steadfast, unmovable, always atiognin the work of the Lord, forasmuch as you
know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

That should be the practical outcome of receivimg great truths of which we have been reading.
God grant that it may be! Amen.
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